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The Alabama Crimson Tide have 
gotten used to hoisting college 
football's most coveted hardware. 
The Tide’s win over Florida in the 
SEC Championship Game was a 
mere prelude to bigger things, as 
Alabama rolled to another nation- 
al title with a dominant win over 
Michigan State in the semifinals 
and a thrilling 45-40 win over 
Clemson in an instant classic CFP 
National Championship Game. 
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Manti Te’o probably 
looks back at 2011 as the 
good old days — BLK 
(before Lennay Kekua), 
if you will. Five years ago, 
long before we had ever 
heard the name Lennay 
Kekua or learned that she 
was entirely fictitious, Te’o 
was a rising superstar entering his junior 
season and writing his own compelling 
chapter for arguably the most storied 
college football program in the land. That 
season, he would lead the Notre Dame 
Fighting Irish in tackles (128) and tackles 
for a loss (13.5), setting the stage for a 
highly decorated and highly unusual se- 
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nior season that would see Te’o lead the 
Irish to an unbeaten regular season as the 
school’s latest golden boy, only to see his 
halo tarnished in the bizarre fake girl- 
friend scandal that captivated the nation. 
Fortunately, Te’o’s successful pro career has 
helped him restore his reputation. 

Five years earlier, another touted 
Domer, Brady Quinn, graced our national 
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cover as he entered the final season of a 
record-setting career for the Irish — one 
that coincided with the high-water mark 
of Charlie Weis’ coaching career. The 
“other” quarterback on this edition of our 
2006 preview, Ohio State’s Troy Smith, 
went on to win the Heisman after leading 
the Buckeyes to a 12-0 regular season. 
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Our fight song only has one lyric: 
Mmmmm. 


When you bite into Sanderson Farms chicken, you'll find there's really nothing 
more to say. Sure, we could talk about how our chicken is 100% natural, with no Sanderson 


added salt, water or other nonsense. But let's just stick to what really matters on Harms: 
game day - taste. 


100% Natural’ 


* 


Get great recipes at SandersonFarms.com 
or find us on Facebook. 


“No artificial ingredients and minimally processed. 
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This is an alphabetical listing and page location 
for all 128 FBS team previews. Starting on page 
48, the previews are organized according to 
conference. 


Cook, Hurd: Tom DiPace; Barrett: Ric Fogel 
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They're the teams within the team — those co- 
hesive little units bound together by their shared 
responsibilities within the larger team context. For 
the 16th year, Athlon recognizes college football's 
best of the best at each position. 


1. CLEMSON Even though the defense is in rebuild mode, Clem- 
son remains one of the top teams in the nation thanks to the 
return of Deshaun Watson. As a sophomore in 2015, Watson 
nearly guided Clemson to a national championship and fin- 
ished third in the Heisman voting, throwing for 4,104 yards and 
35 touchdowns. He also showed no ill effects from a 2014 ACL 
injury by rushing for 1,105 yards and 12 scores. Watson is college 
football's top returning player for 2016. 


2. OKLAHOMA Bob Stoops pushed all of the right buttons to 
jump-start Oklahoma's offense in 2015. The arrival of coordinator 
Lincoln Riley and a return to an Air Raid-style attack paid big 
dividends for the Sooners. However, it was the addition of quar- 
terback Baker Mayfield as a transfer from Texas Tech that was 
the driving force behind Oklahoma's run to the College Football 
Playoff. Mayfield accounted for 3,700 yards and 36 touchdowns 
through the air and ran for 405 yards and seven scores. Depth is 
a concern behind Mayfield for the Sooners in 2016. 


3. OHIO STATE Ohio State’s offense didn’t find its rhythm until it 
was too late last season. But after the quarterback battle dom- 
inated the headlines in Columbus last year, there’s no debate 
about the team’s leader for 2016. J.T. Barrett is the unquestioned 
No. 1 QB for Urban Meyer, and the junior’s return to the starting 
role was a big reason why Ohio State scored 86 points over its 
last two games. Barrett should resemble the quarterback who 
finished fifth in the Heisman voting in 2014, when he accounted 
for 45 touchdowns and 3,772 yards. 


4. NOTRE DAME A breakout season was expected from Ma- 

lik Zaire, but a leg injury suffered in Week 2 ended his 2015 
campaign before it really started. Zaire has been impressive in 
limited action and is the best running option for coach Brian 
Kelly. However, Zaire is chasing DeShone Kizer for the starting 
job. After using a redshirt season in 2014, Kizer saw his first 
extended action following Zaire’s injury in early September. In 13 
overall appearances, Kizer showed impressive poise and ability, 
throwing for 2,880 yards and 21 scores. He also ran for 520 yards 
and 10 touchdowns. 


5. BAYLOR Injuries ravaged Baylor's quarterback position last 
year, but Seth Russell and Jarrett Stidham are expected to return 
to full strength for 2016. Russell was off to a torrid start in his 
first year as the starter, throwing for 2,104 yards and 29 scores 
through the first seven games. However, he suffered a serious 
neck injury against lowa State and missed the rest of the season. 
Stidham was tossed into the fire as a true freshman last year and 
threw for 1,265 yards and 12 touchdowns before a season-ending 
leg injury. He's a future star for the Bears. 


6.Houston 7.OleMiss 8. Texas Tech 9.Miami 10. UCLA 11. BYU 
12. Washington State 13. Tennessee 14. Oklahoma State 15. lowa 
~ 16. Washington 17. Louisville 18. Southern Miss 19. Middle Tennessee 

MATTE 2U- South Florida 21. Boise State 22. North Carolina 23. Florida State 
win ~~ 24. Oregon 25. USC 
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Watson: Tom DiPace; Perine: Layne Murdoch 


2. LSU Leonard Fournette and 
the LSU ground attack were 
rarely held in check last sea- 
son. Fournette — the nation’s 
most talented running back 

— rushed for a school-record 
1,953 yards and 22 touchdowns 
on 300 carries in 2015. Only 
two opponents held Four- 
nette under 100 yards, and 

his 162.8-yards-per-game 
average was the best in the 
nation. Derrius Guice was a 
four-star prospect in the 2015 
signing class and rushed for 
436 yards and three scores as 
Fournette’s backup last year. 
Guice would be the primary 
ball carrier at almost every 
other school. 


| help from backups Jacques 


| 


| managed to rank first in the 
| ACC and sixth nationally in 


| four rushing plays of 70 yards 
| or more last year, Cook is a 


3. FLORIDA STATE Dalvin 


Cook battled hamstring and 


ankle injuries throughout 
the 2015 season but still 


rushing yards. As evidenced 
by his 7.4 yards per carry and 


Py) 


A 


| 4. STANFORD Even after 
Christian McCaffrey recorded 
437 combined touches on 
offense and special teams last 
season, Stanford could lean 
even more on its Heisman 
Trophy candidate in 2016. A 


| revamped offensive line and 


threat to score every time he 
touches the ball. The junior 
has recorded back-to-back 
1,000-yard seasons and should | 
reach that mark once againin | 
2016. Cook will have plenty of 


Patrick, Johnathan Vickers, 
Mario Pender and Ryan Green. | 


| 


6. Baylor 7. Georgia 8. Tennessee 9.Clemson 10.USC 11. Michigan State 12. Alabama 13. Pittsburgh 


| the departure of quarterback 
| Kevin Hogan will test the 


Cardinal's ability to reload, but 


| McCaffrey can certainly ease 
| the transition. McCaffrey set a 


new FBS single-season record 


| with 3,864 all-purpose yards 


in 2015 and finished second 


| in the Heisman voting. Bryce 
| Love showed big-play potential 


(7.8 ypc) on just 29 carries last 
season and is slated to fill the 
No. 2 role in 2016. 


1S 
a 
ae 


- 
1. OKLAHOMA The nation’s best running back tandem resides in Norman, as Samaje 
Perine and Joe Mixon anchor the Oklahoma ground attack for 2016. Perine has back- 
to-back 1,000-yard campaigns to start his career and has averaged an impressive 6.3 

yards per carry on 489 attempts. Mixon accumulated 1,119 yards from scrimmage in his 

first season with the Sooners and could take on an even bigger role with the offense in 

2016. Rodney Anderson, Daniel Brooks and Alex Ross provide solid depth. 


| SAMAJE PERINE 


~ 
' 


5. OREGON Lost in McCaffrey’s 


prolific season at Stanford was 
another standout year in the 
Pac-12 by Oregon's Royce Free- 


| man. After leading the team 


with 1,365 yards and 18 rushing 
scores in 2014, Freeman once 


| again paced the Ducks ground 
| attack with 1,836 yards and 


17 touchdowns in 2015. The 
junior is an Athlon Sports 
second-team All-American for 
2016. Speedy sophomore Taj 
Griffin returns as the top back- 
up after rushing for 570 yards 
as a true freshman last season. 


| Additionally, Kani Benoit and 


Tony Brooks-James will push 
for snaps after both players av- 
eraged more than seven yards 
per carry in 2015. 


14. North Carolina 15. Wisconsin 16. Arizona State 17. Texas 18.NotreDame 19. Georgia Southern 
20.Washington 21. Penn State 22. Ohio State 23. Toledo 24. Appalachian State 25. San Diego State 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 
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ATHLON AWARDS | 


| ARTAVIS SCOTT 


1. CLEMSON Deshaun Watson's deep collection of receivers from last year’s dynamic of- 
fense returns nearly intact. Five of Clemson's top seven pass catchers are back, and there's 
a good mix of speed, size and versatility, starting with All-America candidates in tight end 
Jordan Leggett and all-around playmaker Artavis Scott. Deon Cain, sure-handed Hunter 
Renfrow and Ray-Ray McCloud are back as key contributors after each player caught at least 
29 passes in 2015. This group will get even deeper with the return of Mike Williams — an All-ACC 
receiver in 2014 who sustained a season-ending neck injury in the 2015 opener. 


2. ALABAMA Whichever | 
quarterback emerges as the 
starter in Tuscaloosa will 
inherit a bevy of playmakers. 
Calvin Ridley turned ina 
strong freshman campaign in | 
2015, catching 89 passes for 
1,045 yards and seven scores. 
ArDarius Stewart emerged 

as a steady No. 2 target last 
year with 63 receptions, and 
tight end 0.J. Howardisdue | 
for a bigger role after a strong | 
performance in the national | 
title win over Clemson.Cam | 
Sims and Robert Foster have | 
potential for breakout years | 
but have struggled with inju- | 
ries. Graduate transfer Gehrig | 
Dieter should be an impact 
newcomer. 


3. TEXAS A&M The Aggies 


| are in transition with a new 


coordinator (Noel Mazzone] 


| and quarterback (Trev- 


or Knight], but there’s no 
question the receiving corps 
is the strength of the offense. 
Christian Kirk emerged as 
one of the SEC's top receivers 
after catching 80 passes for 
1,009 yards and seven scores 
in a dynamic freshman sea- 
son. Josh Reynolds and Ricky 
Seals-Jones combined for 96 
receptions and nine scores 
last year and provide big tar- 
gets in the red zone. Speedy 
Noil, Damion Ratley and 
Edward Pope round out the 
other top targets for Knight. 


| 4. OLE MISS Laquon Tread- 


| well left for the NFL, but Ole 
| Miss isn't hurting for talent 


| at receiver. Quincy Adeboyejo 


| (38 catches) and Damore'ea 


| Stringfellow (36) were solid 


| Tight end Evan Engram could | 
| be quarterback Chad Kelly's 
| favorite target in 2016 after 
| grabbing 38 passes for 464 


| Van Jefferson and Damarkus 


as secondary targets last year 
and are both ready to move 
into the spotlight as a No. 1. 


yards in 2015. Markell Pack, 


Lodge were four-star recruits 
coming out of high school. All | 
three should see an increased | 


| role this fall. 


| 5, BAYLOR Losing a standout 


receiver like Corey Coleman 
would be a lot for most teams 


| to overcome in one offseason. 


However, Baylor recruits and 


| develops this position as well 


as any team in the nation. KD 
Cannon caught 50 passes for 


| 868 yards and six scores last 


year and is slated to replace 
Coleman as the team’s No. 1 
receiver. Chris Platt, Ishmael 
Zamora and Lynx Hawthorne 
provide additional support 
for quarterback Seth Russell. 
However, all eyes in fall 
practice will be on four-star 
recruit Devin Duvernay. 


6.USC 7. Michigan 8. Florida State 9. North Carolina 10. Arkansas 11. Louisville 12. Washington State 


13. Nebraska 14. Oklahoma State 15. Oregon 16. TCU 17.Penn State 18. Indiana 19. Virginia Tech 
20. West Virginia 21. LSU 22. Texas Tech 23. NotreDame 24. Oklahoma 25. East Carolina 
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1. CLEMSON The Tigers entered 2015 with just 30 career 
starts among their returning linemen and were relying ona 
true freshman (Mitch Hyatt) to protect the blindside of quar- 
terback Deshaun Watson. Despite a few early ups and downs, 
Clemson's offensive line developed into one of the best in the 
nation. Hyatt was a standout performer on the left side and 
anchored a unit that allowed only 18 sacks in 15 games. Center 
Jay Guillermo and guard Tyrone Crowder return as starters, 
and both players should contend for All-America honors. Soph- 
omores Taylor Hearn and Jake Fruhmorgen gained valuable 
snaps In backup roles last year and are slated to start at left 
guard and right tackle, respectively. 
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2. ALABAMA Alabama's line didn't 
conclude spring ball as a finished 
product, but this group should jell by the 
start of SEC play. Left tackle Cam Robinson 
is a future first-round draft pick and has started 
all 29 games in his career. Ross Pierschbacher 
was steady as a redshirt freshman last year and 
is slated to move from guard to center to replace 
standout Ryan Kelly. The rest of the starting 
group will be young, but there's no shortage 
of talent. Projected starters Lester Cotton [left 
guard), Brandon Kennedy (right guard) and 
Jonah Williams [right tackle] were rated as top- 
350 recruits out of high school. 


3. LSU Strong offensive line play has been a 
hallmark of Les Miles’ teams, and despite the 
loss of standout tackles Vadal Alexander and 
Jerald Hawkins, LSU's group should remain 
among the best in the nation. This unit led the 
way for rushers to average 6.1 yards per carry 
and surrendered only 17 sacks last season. 
Standout freshman performer Maea Teuhema 
started 11 games at left guard last year and is 
slated to move to left tackle to replace Hawkins. 
Guard Will Clapp and center Ethan Pocic anchor 
a strong interior, with Josh Boutte and Toby 
Weathersby rounding out the starting five. 


4. MICHIGAN The Wolverines could have one 
of the nation’s most improved lines in 2016 with 
the return of four starters from a group that 
allowed only 18 sacks in 13 games last year. 
Mason Cole is this unit's top performer and is 
sliding to center to replace Graham Glasgow. 
Guards Ben Braden and Kyle Kalis and right 
tackle Erik Magnuson started all 13 games in 
2015, and each should push for All-Big Ten 
honors. Promising sophomore Grant Newsome 
will replace Cole at left tackle. 


5. OHIO STATE The Buckeyes must replace 
three starters, but the cupboard is far from 
empty for new line coach Greg Studrawa. Pat 
Elflein and Billy Price provide a solid foundation 
to build around and are moving to new positions 
to ease the transition up front. Elflein will slide 
to center, while Price will flip from left guard to 
the right side. Jamarco Jones and Isaiah Prince 
anchor the edges, with sophomore Demetrius 
Knox expected to start at left guard. 


6. North Carolina 7. Pittsburgh 8.USC 9. Utah 
10.-Tennessee 11. lowa 12.Auburn 13. Notre Dame 
14. Washington 15. Indiana 16.WKU 17. UCLA 
18. Florida State 19. Stanford 20. Georgia 21. Ole Miss 
22. Virginia Tech 23. Michigan State 
24. Wisconsin 25. Toledo 
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Guillermo: Tom DiPace; Allen: Chris 
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2. MICHIGAN The success of Michigan's 
standout defense starts up front. The 

Wolverines suffocated ground games last 

year, holding opponents to just 3.6 yards 

per carry, and also recorded 32 sacks. With most 
of last season's rotation intact, Michigan could 
improve on those totals in 2016. Chris Wormley, 
Taco Charlton and Ryan Glasgow are three proven 
options in the starting lineup, and this group will 
get even deeper with the return of Bryan Mone 
from injury and the addition of five-star recruit 
Rashan Gary. 


3. UTAH Winning with defense usually isn’t the 
preferred method of attack in the Pac-12, but that 
has been the M.O. for Utah since joining the league 
in 2011. The front four is where it all starts for new 
coordinator Morgan Scalley. Seniors Kylie Fitts, 
Pita Taumoepenu and Hunter Dimick consistently 
wreak havoc on opposing offensive lines from the 
edge, while 310-pound tackle Lowell Lotulelei 
plugs the middle. Utah ranked 13th nationally in 
sacks (37) and allowed only 108.6 rushing yards 
per game last year. 


4. LSU New coordinator Dave Aranda has directed 
successful defenses at Hawaii, Utah State and 
Wisconsin, but he hasn't worked with a group with 


as much talent as the LSU defense returns in 2016. 


Aranda plans on utilizing some different looks this 
year, with edge rusher Arden Key a key compo- 
nent in the hybrid 3-4/4-3 fronts. Davon Godchaux 
is one of the SEC’s top interior performers and 

is joined in the starting lineup by proven senior 
Christian LaCouture. Lewis Neal also returns after 
leading LSU with eight sacks in 2015. The Tigers 
also have plenty of depth to keep their front four 
fresh late in games. 


5. FLORIDA STATE One of the underrated 
additions in last year’s coaching carousel was 
Brad Lawing's hire at Florida State. The veteran 
assistant was a big reason why the Seminoles had 
one of the nation’s most improved defensive lines 
in 2015. And this unit could be even better in 2016 
with two players — DeMarcus Walker and Josh 
Sweat — capable of getting double-digit sacks. 
Rising star Derrick Nnadi anchors an interior that 
also features other capable options such as De- 
marcus Christmas, Arthur Williams and Fredrick 
Jones. 


6. Missouri 7. Ole Miss 8. Ohio State 9. Clemson 
10. Tennessee 11. Florida 12. Michigan State 
13. Washington 14. Texas A&M 15. Auburn 

16. Arkansas 17. Miami 18. Oklahoma 19. TCU 

20. Pittsburgh 21. Notre Dame 22. Virginia Tech 

23. Georgia 24. Arizona State 25. Texas 


7) JONATHAN ALLEN 
1. ALABAMA New coordinator Jeremy Pruitt must replace } 
three key members from last year’s rotation, but this unit won't 
slip too far from its usual dominating ways. Alabama simply 
owned the line of scrimmage in 2015, limiting opposing rush- 
ers to 2.4 yards per carry and just 75.7 yards per game. The 
Crimson Tide also led the nation in sacks (52). Senior Jonathan 
Allen is the top returning player and an Athlon Sports first- 
team All-American for 2016. He will be joined in the trenches 
by rising stars Da’Ron Payne and Da’Shawn Hand and steady 
veterans Joshua Frazier and Dalvin Tomlinson. 
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2. LOUISVILLE The Car- 
dinals have arguably the 
nation’s best one-two punch 
at linebacker in Devonte 
Fields and Keith Kelsey. 
Fields became a force as the 
season progressed, earning 
7.5 of his 11 sacks over the 
final three games. Kelsey is a 
sideline-to-sideline enforcer 
who led the team with 107 
tackles in 2015. The Cards 
hope Trevon Young is able to 
join Fields as a starter on the 
edge, but he is recovering 


from a serious hip injury suf- | 


fered in the Music City Bowl. 
Stacy Thomas joins Kelsey as 
a starter on the interior. 


| 


| 3. TENNESSEE The addition 


| successfully utilize the talent 


ee 


win Vaid 
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of coordinator Bob Shoop 
should transform Tennes- 
see's defense into one of the 
nation’s best in 2016 and 


of standout linebackers Jalen 
Reeves-Maybin and Darrin 
Kirkland. Reeves-Maybin 
earned second-team All-SEC 
honors, recording 105 stops 
(14 for a loss) and six sacks 
last year. After 66 tackles 

in 13 appearances as a true 
freshman, Kirkland is only 
scratching the surface of his 
potential. Cortez McDowell 
is expected to round out the 
starting trio, with Kenny 
Bynum, Colton Jumper and 
Quart’e Sapp supplying depth. | 


iL. 


N | 


4. WISCONSIN New coordi- 
nator Justin Wilcox probably 
won't make any drastic 
changes to the defense after 
last year’s unit held oppo- 


nents to 13.7 points per game. | 


That's good news for an ag- 
gressive and deep collection 
of linebackers in the Badgers’ 


| 3-4 scheme. Joe Schobert’s 


production off the edge will 
be missed, but Vince Biegel 
has recorded 17.5 sacks in 
his career, and Jack Cichy 


| is coming off a three-sack 


performance in the Holiday 
Bowl. T.J. Edwards anchors 
the interior after a standout 


| freshman season (84 tackles], | 
| while Chris Orr and T.J. Watt 


return as proven options. 


ALABAMA The Crimson Tide consistently churn out standout linebacker groups. Despite the loss of 
three key players from last season’s unit, don’t expect Alabama to take a step back at this position. 
Reggie Ragland leaves big shoes to fill as the leader here, but senior Reuben Foster is back to anchor 
the interior of the 3-4 scheme after recording 73 stops and two sacks. Tim Williams and Ryan Anderson 
— 16.5 combined sacks last year — headline a deep group of edge rushers. Five-star prospects Ben Davis 
and Lyndell Wilson only add to the options for coordinator Jeremy Pruitt. 


6. Ohio State 7.1CU 8.Georgia 9. Florida 10.UCLA 11.Clemson 12. Arizona State 
14. Northwestern 15. Vanderbilt 16.lowa 17. Kansas State 18. Texas 19. Oklahoma State 
20. Penn State 21. Florida State 22. Missouri 23. Stanford 24. Boston College 25. USC 
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5. MICHIGAN STATE With the 
Spartans retooling up front, 
coach Mark Dantonio may 
lean more on his linebackers 


| to set the tone for the defense 


in 2016. That shouldn't be a 
problem for this unit, as Riley 
Bullough (106 tackles last 
year} and Jon Reschke are 
back as returning starters, 
and Ed Davis {seven sacks in 
2014) returns after missing 
2015 due to an ACL injury. 
Chris Frey and Andrew Dowell 
are two other promising 
options expected to see plenty 
of snaps in 2016. 


13. Washington 


Anderson: Wesley Hitt 
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DELICIOUS SLOW COOKER RECIPES 
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: Barbecue Baby Back Ribs 
oe 


INGREDIENTS: 
1 Package of Curly's Baby Back Ribs 


INSTRUCTIONS: 

Cut Curly’s ribs into two bone pieces. Place Curly’s Ribs 

and BBQ sauce from the package into the slow cooker. Place slow cooker . 
on warm and cover. Ready to serve in 3 hours. 


FOR MORE MOUTH-WATERING RECIPES, VISIT: CURLYS.COM 
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1. ALABAMA The Crimson Tide finished eighth nationally ¢ 
in pass efficiency defense last season, and there's reason to F 
believe this unit could be even better in 2016. Former five-star 
recruits Marlon Humphrey and Minkah Fitzpatrick combined for 
five interceptions and 19 pass breakups as freshmen last sea- 
son and are slotted in as the two starters at cornerback. Moving 
Eddie Jackson to safety provided the secondary with more ath- 
leticism and versatility, and he responded with six interceptions 
and 46 stops in 2015. Sophomore Ronnie Harrison is projected 
to start alongside Jackson at safety. 
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2. LSU The Tigers were expected 

to boast a standout secondary in 
2015 but finished 51st nationally in 
pass efficiency defense. There's too 
much talent to expect a repeat in 2016. Corner- 
back Tre'Davious White and safety Jamal Adams 
are two All-America candidates for new coordi- 
nator Dave Aranda. Ed Paris and Kevin Toliver are 
battling for snaps at the other corner spot, while 
speedy sophomore Donte Jackson should find a 
spot in the rotation. Rickey Jefferson and Dwayne 
Thomas join Adams as key contributors at safety. 


3. FLORIDA The departures of Vernon Hargreaves 
Ill, Keanu Neal and Brian Poole certainly sting, 
but Florida has enough returning pieces to remain 
near the top of the nation in pass defense. Jalen 
Tabor quietly turned in a solid performance last 
season in the shadow of Hargreaves, finishing 
with 40 tackles, four interceptions and 14 pass 
breakups. Junior Quincy Wilson had a standout 
spring and is slated to start opposite Tabor. The 
safety position is in good hands with All-America 
candidate Marcus Maye and junior Nick Washing- 
ton. The Gators surrendered only eight passing 
scores in SEC play last year. 


4. MICHIGAN Success for opposing quarterbacks 
was hard to come by against Michigan’s secondary 
last year. The Wolverines finished first nationally 
in pass efficiency defense and held quarterbacks 
to a 47.5 completion percentage. Even with safety 
Jabrill Peppers moving to linebacker under new 
coordinator Don Brown, the Wolverines won't suf- 
fer too much in pass coverage. Standout corner- 
back Jourdan Lewis recorded 20 pass breakups 
and 52 tackles last year in earning first-team 
All-Big Ten honors. Experience at this position 

is a huge asset for Brown, as all four projected 
starters will be seniors in 2016. 

5. FLORIDA STATE Jalen Ramsey's departure to 
the NFL is a huge loss, but the Seminoles might 
not miss the first-round pick as much as some 
believe. Marquez White was a standout in pass 
coverage last season and replaces Ramsey as this 
unit's No. 1 corner. Vying for Ramsey's starting 
spot will be two talented sophomores in Tarvarus 
McFadden and Marcus Lewis. Nate Andrews and 
Trey Marshall are the team’s most experienced 
options at safety, but sophomore Derwin James 
could develop into the defense’s best player by the 
end of 2016. 
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| FIRST TEAM 


OFFENSE 

QB Deshaun Watson 
RB Dalvin Cook 

RB Leonard Fournette 
WR_ Calvin Ridley 


WR JuJu Smith-Schuster 


TE Jordan Leggett 
C Pat Elflein 
OL Zach Banner 
OL Dan Feeney 
OL Roderick Johnson 
OL Cam Robinson 


AP Christian McCaffrey 


DEFENSE 


DL Jonathan Allen 
DL Derek Barnett 
DL Myles Garrett 
DL Malik McDowell 
LB Devonte Fields 
LB Raekwon McMillan 
LB Anthony Walker 
CB Desmond King 
CB Jourdan Lewis 

S Jamal Adams 

S  Derwin James 


SPECIALISTS 
K Daniel Carlson 
P JK Scott 

KR Evan Berry 

PR Cameron Sutton 
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Clemson 
Florida State 


USC 
Clemson 
Ohio State 
USC 

Indiana 
Florida State 
Alabama 
Stanford 


Alabama 
Tennessee 
Texas A&M 
Michigan State 
Louisville 
Ohio State 
Northwestern 
lowa 
Michigan 

LSU 

Florida State 


Auburn 
Alabama 
Tennessee 
Tennessee 
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OFFENSE 


Baker Mayfield 
Royce Freeman 
Samaje Perine 
Isaiah Ford 
Christian Kirk 
Jake Butt 

Ethan Pocic 
Adam Bisnowaty 
Mitch Hyatt 
Conor McDermott 
Sean Welsh 
Artavis Scott 


DEFENSE 


DL 


Charles Harris 
Arden Key 
Charles Walker 
DeMarcus Walker 
Zach Cunningham 
Reuben Foster 
Jabrill Peppers 
Adoree’ Jackson 
Jalen Tabor 
Budda Baker 
Eddie Jackson 


SPECIALISTS 


K 


P Cameron Johnston 


KR 
PR 
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Andy Phillips 


Rashaad Penny 
William Likely 
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LEONARD FOURNETTE 


Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Oklahoma 
Virginia Tech 
Texas A&M 
Michigan 
LSU 
Pittsburgh 
Clemson 
UCLA 

lowa 
Clemson 


Missouri 
LSU 
Oklahoma 
Florida State 
Vanderbilt 
Alabama 
Michigan 
USC 
Florida 
Washington 
Alabama 


Utah 

Ohio State 
San Diego State 
Maryland 
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Feed the good. 


Dogs bring out the good in us. 
Pedigree brings out the good in them. 


Pedigree.com 
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1, JUSTIN FUENTE, VIRGINIA TECH 

PREVIOUS JOB: MEMPHIS HEAD COACH 

CAREER RECORD: 26-23 (2012-15 MEMPHIS) 
Replacing a coaching legend like Frank 
Beamer isn't going to be easy. However, 
Virginia Tech moved quickly in its search, 
targeting and landing Justin Fuente 
from Memphis. Fuente was the engi- 
neer behind one of the nation’s biggest 
turnarounds, as he inherited a program 
that was arguably one of the worst and 
transformed the Tigers into a team that 
won 19 games over the past two seasons. 
‘The shift to a different (and tougher) 
conference — from Conference USA to 
the American Athletic Conference — as 
well as the development of Paxton Lynch 
at quarterback made Fuente’s work at 


coaches for 2016. 


Memphis even 
more impressive. 
Prior to Mem- 
phis, Fuente 
worked on Gary 
Patterson's staff 
at TCU and 

also spent time 
at Illinois State 
from 2001-06. 
Virginia Tech's 
biggest need of 
improvement 

is its offense — 
Fuente’s specialty. 
Additionally, 
keeping Bud 
Foster on as 

the defensive 
coordinator was 
a huge victory 
for the first-year 
coach. Fuente is 
a proven winner, 
has a strong 
track record on 
offense and seems to fit in well with the 
Blacksburg/Virginia Tech culture. This is 
the best hire of the coaching carousel for 
2015-16. 

GRADE: A+ 


2. WILLIE FRITZ, TULANE 
PREVIOUS JOB: GEORGIA SOUTHERN HEAD COACH 
CAREER RECORD: 154-69 (1997-2009 CENTRAL MISSOURI, 
2010-13 SAM HOUSTON STATE, 2014-15 GEORGIA 
SOUTHERN) 
Fritz doesn't have the national recognition 
of Mark Richt or Kirby Smart, but Tulane 
hit a home run by landing the former 
Georgia Southern coach. Fritz has been a 
proven winner throughout his career, with 
193 victories over four different stops. 
He worked at Blinn (Texas) College 
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The 2015-16 college football coaching carousel was one of the 
strangest in recent memory. There were plenty of surprises along 
the way, including Steve Spurrier's sudden retirement in October, the 
bizarre separation between USC and Steve Sarkisian, Todd Monken’s 
late departure to the NFL, Lovie Smith’s late hire at Illinois and Bronco 
Mendenhall's decision to leave BYU for Virginia. There were 28 pro- 
grams that changed coaches, which is the most since 31 teams made 
moves prior to the start of the 2013 season. 

Virginia Tech, Miami, Tulane, lowa State and Syracuse are just a few 
of the biggest winners in this carousel. On the other side, Power 5 pro- 
grams South Carolina, USC and Minnesota made curious hires. 

Here's a look at how Athlon Sports views, grades and ranks the 28 new 


(1993-96), Central Missouri (1997-2009) 
and Sam Houston State (2010-13) before 
landing at Georgia Southern and helping 
the program make a successful transition 
to the FBS level. Under Fritz’s watch, 

the Eagles went 17-7 and lost only two 
conference games in two years. Fritz 

also guided Sam Houston State to two 
appearances in the FCS title game. The 
American Athletic Conference’s West 
Division is tough — Houston, Tulsa, 
SMU, Memphis and Navy — but Tulane 
has the right coach in place to compete 
with the rest of the division. 


GRADE: A+ 


3. MARK RICHT, MIAMI (FLA.) 
PREVIOUS JOB: GEORGIA HEAD COACH 
CAREER RECORD: 145-51 (2001-15 GEORGIA) 


At most programs, 145 wins in 15 seasons 
is more than enough to keep your job. But 
that wasn't the case for Mark Richt in 
Athens. Yes, the Bulldogs won a bunch of 
games under Richt, but Georgia — one 
of the top five jobs in the nation — made 
only two appearances in the SEC title 
game over the last 10 years, and the 
program lacked forward momentum. A 
fresh start for both parties was in order, 
and Richt landed at his alma mater with 

a chance to get Miami back on track. The 
Hurricanes have yet to play in the ACC 
Championship Game and are just 43-33 
over the last six seasons. Richt didn't call 
plays in recent years at Georgia but plans 
to do so at Miami. That’s a good thing. 
But can Richt beat Florida State and 
Florida for talent on the recruiting trail 
on a consistent basis? Is he energized for 
a new opportunity after appearing to be 
burned out at the end of his tenure at 
Georgia? Some question marks exist, but 
Richt should do well with the Hurricanes. 
GRADE: A+ 
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4. MATT CAMPBELL, IOWA STATE 

PREVIOUS JOB: TOLEDO HEAD COACH 

CAREER RECORD: 35-15 (2011-15 TOLEDO) 
Iowa State is one of the Big 12’s toughest 
jobs, so it was somewhat surprising when 
the program landed Campbell, one of 
the nation’s top up-and-coming coach- 
es. While winning at a high level and 
consistently beating Oklahoma, Texas, 
Baylor and TCU will be challenging, 
Campbell noted the fan support and fa- 
cilities in place as reasons Iowa State can 
compete with the rest of the Big 12. The 
Ohio native played his college ball at the 
highly successful Mount Union program 
from 1999-2002 and later worked as an 
assistant at the Division III school from 
2005-06. From there, Campbell made a 
stop at Bowling Green (2007-08) and 
worked as an assistant at Toledo from 
2009-11 before he was promoted to head 


coach after Tim Beckman left for Illinois. 


In four seasons with the Rockets, Camp- 
bell recorded a 35-15 mark and guided 
Toledo to a share of the MAC West title 
twice. Campbell has already injected 
energy into the program and landed a 
solid recruiting class for 2016. Winning 
at a high level will be tough; however, all 
signs point to Campbell as the right hire 
to help Iowa State take a step forward in 
the Big 12. 

GRADE: A+ 


5. DINO BABERS, SYRACUSE 

PREVIOUS JOB: BOWLING GREEN HEAD COACH 

CAREER RECORD: 37-16 (2012-13 EASTERN ILLINOIS, 

2014-15 BOWLING GREEN} 
Syracuse got a much-needed shot in the 
arm with the hiring of Babers to replace 
Scott Shafer. The Orange have made only 
three bowl appearances since 2005 and 
badly missed on the hire of Greg Robin- 
son, which resulted in a major rebuilding 
project for Doug Marrone. Babers isn’t 
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inheriting the 
same type of mess, 
but he’s got a lot 
of work to do and 
will be making a 
significant scheme 
change on offense. 
The Hawaii native 
has a wealth of 
experience as an 
assistant, in- 
cluding stops at 
UNLY, Northern 
Arizona, Purdue, 
San Diego State, 
Arizona, Texas A&M, Pittsburgh and 
UCLA. Babers also spent time at Baylor 
(2008-11) working under Art Briles and 
learning the potent offense that is utilized 
in Waco. Babers took over at Eastern 
Illinois in 2012 and guided the Panthers 
to a 19-7 record and back-to-back FCS 
playoff appearances. At Bowling Green, 
Babers went 18-9 in two years and guid- 
ed the Falcons to consecutive MAC East 
titles. Babers is regarded for his work 

on offense, especially with quarterbacks, 
including Jimmy Garoppolo (EIU) and 
Matt Johnson (BGSU). A high-powered 
offense in a dome should be an advantage 
for Syracuse, and Babers should have no 
trouble recruiting talent to run his attack. 
This a great hire for Syracuse. 

GRADE: A+ 


6. MIKE NORVELL, MEMPHIS 
PREVIOUS JOB: ARIZONA STATE OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 


CAREER RECORD: 0-0 

Hiring a successful offensive coordinator 
from a Power 5 program (Justin Fuente, 
TCU) worked out well for Memphis the 
last time it needed a head coach. The Ti- 
gers landed another rising star in Norvell, 
and the 34-year-old is the youngest head 
coach at the FBS level. Norvell started 


D.J. DURKIN 


é 


COACHING CAROUSEL 


his coaching career in 2006 at Central 
Arkansas and landed a job as a graduate 
assistant with Tulsa (under Todd Gra- 
ham and Gus Malzahn) in 2007. Norvell 
remained with the Golden Hurricane 
until 2010, then followed Graham to 
Pittsburgh in ’11 and to Arizona State 

in 12. He served as the Sun Devils’ 
play-caller for the last four seasons, with 
the offense averaging at least 35 points 
per game each year. While Norvell has 
no head coaching experience, this is an 
outstanding hire for Memphis. 

GRADE: A 
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7. D.J. DURKIN, MARYLAND 

PREVIOUS JOB: MICHIGAN DEFENSIVE 

COORDINATOR 

CAREER RECORD: 1-0 (FLORIDA, 2015 BIRMINGHAM BOWL| 
‘The top of the Big Ten’s East Division 
is one of the most competitive and 
toughest terrains to navigate in college 
football. Competing with Ohio State, 
Michigan, Michigan State and Penn 
State will be challenging for Maryland, 
but this program has potential. Durkin 
is the right coach to help the Terrapins 
tap into that potential, as the Ohio native 
lands his first head coaching opportuni- 
ty in a division that features two of his 
former bosses. Durkin worked under Jim 
Harbaugh in two separate stints — at 
Michigan in 2015 and from 2007-09 at 
Stanford. Last season, the Wolverines’ 
defense limited opponents to 16.4 points 
per game and 4.5 yards per play. Durkin 
also spent time with Urban Meyer at 
Florida (2010) and Bowling Green 
(2001-02). Durkin has been highly 
regarded for his work as an assistant and 
is considered a good recruiter. It may take 
some time, but this hire should work out 
well for the Terrapins. 


GRADE: A- 
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PREVIOUS JOB: MISSOURI DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

CAREER RECORD: 0-0 
Odom’s stock has soared in recent years, 
and the Oklahoma native was regarded 
as one of the top defensive coordinators 
in the nation. Odom is entrenched in 
the Missouri program; he played for the 
Tigers from 1996-99 and worked under 
Gary Pinkel as an administrator from 
2003-08 and as a safeties coach from 
2009-11. Odom was hired by Justin 
Fuente at Memphis in 2012 and engi- 
neered a dramatic turnaround on defense. 
The Tigers surrendered 35.1 points 
per game in 2011, but in Odom’s third 
season, they finished third in the AAC 
by limiting opponents to 19.5 points 
per game. Odom returned to Missouri 
last year and coordinated a defense that 
ranked second in the SEC in points 
allowed (16.2 ppg). Odom has a tough 
task ahead in replacing Pinkel, but there’s 
also not a candidate more familiar with 
this job and what it takes to win in 
Columbia. 
GRADE: B+ 


PREVIOUS JOB: BYU HEAD COACH 

CAREER RECORD: 99-43 (2005-15 BYU} 
File this coaching hire away as one of the 
biggest surprises in recent years. Men- 
denhall has spent most of his coaching 
career out West, including stops as an 
assistant at Northern Arizona, Snow 
College in Utah, Oregon State, BYU, 
Louisiana Tech and New Mexico. He 
was hired in 2003 as the defensive 
coordinator for the Cougars under Gary 
Crowton and took over as the program's 
head coach prior to the 2005 season. Un- 
der Mendenhall’s watch, BYU never had 
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a losing season, played in 11 consecutive 
bowl games and posted five seasons of 10 
or more victories. Considering Menden- 
hall’s track record at BYU and the fact 
that he’s never coached east of the Mis- 
sissippi, the decision to leave for Virginia 
is a curious one. Did Mendenhall feel he 
had taken BYU as far as it could go as an 
independent, or was he just ready for a 
new challenge? Regardless of whether or 
not those factors played into his decision 
to leave, this is an interesting fit (in a 
tough league) for the Utah native. 

GRADE: B+ 
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PREVIOUS JOB: ALABAMA DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

CAREER RECORD: 0-0 
Smart is returning to his alma mater after 
working under Nick Saban for the last 
nine seasons at Alabama. The Crimson 
Tide have set the standard for the rest of 
college football in recent years, and Geor- 
gia hopes Smart brings the same level of 
success from Tuscaloosa to Athens. Prior 
to Alabama, Smart worked as an assistant 
at LSU (2004), Georgia (’05) and with 
the Dolphins (’06) in the NFL. While 
Saban plays a large role in shaping the 
Crimson Tide defense, Smart has helped 
this unit rank first in the SEC in scoring 
defense six times since 2008. There’s no 
denying that Smart has a sharp defensive 
mind, has SEC experience and knows 
what it takes to win at Georgia. However, 
he’s a first-time head coach inheriting a 
job with high expectations. Winning nine 
games a year won't be good enough for 
Smart; he needs to contend for (and win) 
SEC titles. 
GRADE: B+ 


PREVIOUS JOB: TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS HEAD COACH 
CAREER RECORD: 89-87 (2004-12 BEARS, 2014-15 
BUCCANEERS] 
Illinois entered the offseason in a unique 
position. After Tim Beckman was fired 
in August, Bill Cubit was promoted to 
interim head coach and guided the Fight- 
ing Illini to a 5-7 mark in 2015. Without 
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a full-time athletic director in 
place, Cubit was retained as head 
coach after the 2015 season but 
received only a two-year contract. 
However, Josh Whitman, a former 
Illinois football player, was named 
the school’s athletic director in 
February and decided a change was 
needed. Whitman made a big-time 
hire in terms of name value, as 
Smith brings instant credibility 
and a proven track record in the 
NFL. However, Smith has not 
coached in college since 1995 and 
will need some time to adjust. 
Another key to Smith’s success at 
Illinois will be the staff. His two 
most important hires — Garrick 
McGee (offensive coordinator) 
and Hardy Nickerson (defensive 
coordinator) — seem to be a bit 
questionable. Illinois is a program 
with plenty of upside, and even if 
Smith doesn’t work out, Whitman 
deserves credit for aiming high and 
landing a marquee name. 


GRADE: B+ 


12. SCOTT FROST, UCF 
PREVIOUS JOB: OREGON OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 


CAREER RECORD: 0-0 
Frost has experienced a rapid rise through 
the coaching ranks. After two stints as a 
graduate assistant — Nebraska in 2002 
and Kansas State in 2006 — Frost was 
hired at Northern Iowa as a defensive 
assistant in 2007. Chip Kelly brought 
Frost to Eugene to coach Oregon's wide 
receivers in 2009, and he remained in that 
role until 2012 when Kelly left for the 
Philadelphia Eagles. Frost was promoted 
to offensive coordinator under new coach 
Mark Helfrich and guided the Ducks 
to three consecutive No. 1 rankings in 
scoring offense in the Pac-12 from 2013- 
15. Additionally, Frost helped develop 
Heisman Trophy winner Marcus Mariota 
and played a role in easing Vernon Adams 
transition from the FCS level to the 
Pac-12. This is Frost's first opportunity 
to be a head coach, and UCF is one of 
the better jobs in the American Athletic 
Conference. With an entertaining style 
of play appealing to prospects in a fertile 
recruiting area, Frost should have UCF 
back on track sooner rather than later. 


GRADE: B+ 


13. JASON CANDLE, TOLEDO 
PREVIOUS JOB: TOLEDO OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 


CAREER RECORD: 1-0 (TOLEDO, 2015 BOCA RATON BOWL} 
Toledo didn’t need to look far in its search 
for a replacement for Matt Campbell. 
Candle — the program's offensive 
coordinator since 2012 — was ready for 
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a promotion. Under Candle’s direction, 
the Rockets ranked in the top five in the 
MAC in scoring in each of the last four 
seasons and finished No. 1 in the league 
in 2014. Prior to his stint as offensive 
coordinator, Candle worked with the wide 
receivers from 2009-11 and also coached 
at Division III Mount Union from ’03- 
08. Candle is regarded as one of the top 
recruiters in the MAC and won his head 
coaching debut in impressive fashion, 
beating Temple 32-17 in the Boca Raton 
Bowl in December. 


FINAL GRADE: B+ 


14. SETH LITTRELL, NORTH TEXAS 
PREVIOUS JOB: NORTH CAROLINA OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 
CAREER RECORD: 0-0 

North Texas earned four consecutive bowl 

appearances from 2001-04, but the pro- 

gram has fallen on hard times. The Mean 

Green have only one bowl appearance 

since 2005 and just two seasons of five or 

more wins in that span. The resources — 
good stadium and fertile recruiting area 

— are in place for North Texas to win a 

lot of games in Conference USA. And 

after missing on the last two coaching 
hires, the Mean Green appear to have 
gotten it right this time around. Littrell is 
regarded for his work on offense, which 
includes stints as an assistant at Texas 

Tech, Arizona, Indiana and North Caroli- 

na. The Oklahoma native has also worked 

under impressive coaches at those stops, 
including Kevin Wilson, Larry Fedora 
and Mike Leach. Under Littrell’s watch in 

2015, North Carolina’s offense averaged 

40.7 points per game and 7.3 yards per 

play, both of which led the ACC. He’s 
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also pieced together an interest- 
ing staff which includes former 
Texas Tech stars Graham Harrell 
and Joel Filani. The state of Texas 
produces plenty of standouts at 
quarterback and wide receiver, and 
Littrell should have no trouble 
selling the program. It may take 
a year or two, but Littrell should 
reverse recent fortunes. 

GRADE: B+ 


15. MATT VIATOR, ULM 
PREVIOUS JOB: MCNEESE STATE HEAD COACH 


CAREER RECORD: 78-33 (2006-15 MCNEESE STATE) 
ULM is a tough job. Since 1994, 
the program has enjoyed only one 
winning season (8-5, 2012). As a 
Louisiana native and a coach with 
plenty of experience within the 
state, Viator is certainly aware of 
the challenges facing the school. 
Viator worked at McNeese State 
from 1999-2015, including 
serving as head coach the past 10 
seasons. Under his direction, the Cowboys 
went 78-33, never had a losing record 
and made five appearances in the FCS 
playoffs. Hiring a successful coach from 
the FCS level and expecting to replicate 
those results in FBS play isn’t guaranteed; 
however, Viator is a proven winner, has 
strong ties to the state and seems like 
the right coach to help ULM take a step 
forward. 


FINAL GRADE: B+ 


16. KALANI SITAKE, BYU 

PREVIOUS JOB: OREGON STATE DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

CAREER RECORD: 0-0 
Bronco Mendenhall’s decision to leave 
BYU for Virginia was one of the biggest 
surprises in the coaching carousel, but the 
Cougars recovered nicely by hiring Sitake. 
The former BYU player has been regarded 
as a coach on the rise in recent seasons, 
and he’s also the first native of Tonga to 
land a head coaching job at the FBS level. 
He has a wealth of coaching experience 
in Utah, starting as a graduate assistant 
with the Cougars in 2002 and with 
Southern Utah from ’03-04. Sitake was 
hired on Kyle Whittingham’ first staff 
in Salt Lake City in 2005 and remained 
with the Utes until 2015 when he joined 
Gary Andersen at Oregon State. The only 
knock on Sitake? No head coaching ex- 
perience. However, he’s entrenched in the 
culture and knows what it takes to win in 
Provo. And Sitake didn't hurt his cause by 
hiring a good staff, including former BYU 
quarterback and 1990 Heisman Trophy 
winner Ty Detmer to call the plays. 
GRADE: B+ 
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17. JAY HOPSON, SOUTHERN MISS 

PREVIOUS JOB: ALCORN STATE HEAD COACH 

CAREER RECORD: 32-17 (2012-15 ALCORN STATE) 
Hopson was one of the last head coaches 
hired in the 2015-16 carousel, replacing 
Todd Monken, who surprisingly left 
Southern Miss for a coordinator position 
in the NFL. Late openings are often hard 
to fill, but the Golden Eagles landed a 
good coach in Hopson just a few days 
before National Signing Day. Hopson 


is no stranger to the program either, as 
he worked as an assistant in Hattiesburg 
from 2001-03 and again from 05-07. 
He’s also from Mississippi and previously 
coached at Marshall, Ole Miss, Michigan 
and Memphis before taking the head 
coaching job at Alcorn State. The Braves 
went 4~7 in Hopson’s first year (2012) 
but rebounded with three consecutive 
seasons of at least nine wins from 2013- 
15. Hopson is inheriting a team capable 
of winning the Conference USA title 
next season. Expectations will be high in 
Hattiesburg in 2016. 

GRADE: B+ 


18. NICK ROLOVICH, HAWAII 
PREVIOUS JOB: NEVADA OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 


CAREER RECORD: 0-0 
Hawaii is a challenging job, but Rolovich 
is the right coach to get the program back 
on track. The former quarterback for the 
Rainbow Warriors (2000-01) returns 
to Honolulu after a four-year stint at 
Nevada as the program's offensive coor- 
dinator. Prior to that, Rolovich worked at 
Hawaii from 2008-11, including the last 
two years as offensive coordinator. While 
Rolovich’s background on offense at 
Hawaii is more of the wide-open passing 


attack, he also worked for Chris Ault at 
Nevada for one season, which has provid- 
ed a good blend of concepts for Rolovich 
to build his offense around in 2016. 
Recruiting to Hawaii isn’t easy, and the 
athletic department has budget concerns, 
but Rolovich is no stranger to the culture 
and what it takes to win there. It may take 
him two or three years to rebuild the ros- 
ter, but the Rainbow Warriors upgraded 
from Norm Chow with this hire. 

GRADE: B 


19. CHRIS ASH, RUT- 
GERS 

PREVIOUS JOB: OHIO STATE 
CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 


CAREER RECORD: 0-0 
Ash was an assistant 
the last two years at 
Ohio State, so he’s 
aware of the rugged 
terrain in the Big Ten 
East Division and the 
challenges ahead at 
Rutgers. In addition to 
his stint in Columbus, 
the Iowa native cut his 
teeth as a defensive 
assistant at Arkansas 
and Wisconsin under 
Bret Bielema and also 
had stops at Iowa State 
(2001-06, ’09) and San 
Diego State (07-08). Ash is regarded for 
his work with defensive backs, and his 
arrival at Ohio State sparked immediate 
improvement by the Buckeyes’ secondary 
in 2014 after it allowed 31 passing scores 
in 2013. Considering the turmoil sur- 
rounding the Rutgers athletic department 
in recent seasons, this program had to 
get this hire right to avoid falling further 
behind in the Big Ten. Ash isn’t a flashy 
hire, but he has provided much-needed 
direction. Additionally, the first-time head 
coach is organized, meticulous and is do- 
ing all he can to build relationships with 
New Jersey’s high school coaches. This is a 
solid hire for Rutgers. 
FINAL GRADE: B- 


20. EVERETT WITHERS, TEXAS STATE 
PREVIOUS JOB: JAMES MADISON HEAD COACH 
CAREER RECORD: 25-13 (2014-15 JAMES MADISON, 2011 
NORTH CAROLINA) 
Withers paid his dues as a longtime 
assistant before his first opportunity to 
run his own program at James Madison 
in 2014. Under his watch — and helped 
by the arrival of transfer quarterback Vad 
Lee from Georgia Tech — the Dukes 
went 18-7 and made the FCS playoffs 
in both seasons. Withers also spent 2011 
as North Carolina’s interim coach after 
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Butch Davis was fired in late July. The 
North Carolina native has a wealth of 
experience on his résumé, including stops 
as an assistant at Ohio State, Minnesota, 
Texas, Louisville and in the NFL with the 
Saints and Titans. 


FINAL GRADE: B- 


21. SCOTTIE MONTGOMERY, 
EAST CAROLINA 

PREVIOUS JOB: DUKE OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

CAREER RECORD: 0-0 
Montgomery has been considered a rising 
star in the coaching ranks over the last 
few seasons, and the North Carolina 
native makes the short trip from Raleigh 
to Greenville to take over the East Car- 
olina program. Montgomery spent the 
last three years as an assistant at Duke, 
including the last two as the offensive 
coordinator. It should be noted that coach 
David Cutcliffe plays a big role in Duke’s 
offense, but under Montgomery’s direc- 
tion, the Blue Devils ranked in the top 
five in the ACC in scoring in both 2014 
and 715. Prior to the last three years at 
Duke, Montgomery worked under Mike 
Tomlin with the Steelers from 2010-12. 
Parting with Ruffin McNeill after four 
bowl games in six seasons was a strange 
move for this program, but Montgomery 
is young (37), has experience in the state 
and has a good background on offense. 
There is some risk here, but this looks like 
a good hire for East Carolina. 
GRADE: B- 


22. TYSON SUMMERS, GEORGIA 
SOUTHERN 

PREVIOUS JOB: COLORADO STATE DEFENSIVE 

COORDINATOR 

CAREER RECORD: 0-0 
Georgia Southern made an easy transition 
from the FCS to FBS level in 2014 and 
recorded an 18-7 mark over the last two 
seasons. Former coach Willie Fritz was 
instrumental in the Eagles’ success in that 
span, but he bolted to Tulane prior to 
the GoDaddy Bowl. The Eagles picked 
Summers to keep the momentum going, 
and the Georgia native inherits a team 
capable of winning the Sun Belt next fall. 
Summers worked as Colorado State’s de- 
fensive coordinator in 2015 and called the 
plays for UCF’s defense in’14. He also has 
stops on his résumé as an assistant at UAB 
(2007-11) and Georgia Southern (2006). 
This is the first opportunity for Summers 
to be a head coach, but the formula for 
success with this program — an option 
attack on offense — shouldn't change in 
2016. Immediate success wouldn't be a 
surprise. However, can Summers maintain 
that level over the next five seasons? 


Ash: Ben Solomon/Rutgers Athletics; Muschamp: South Carolina Athletics 


GRADE: B- 
23. CLAY HELTON, USC 

PREVIOUS JOB: USC INTERIM HEAD COACH 

CAREER RECORD: 6~4 (2013, 2015 USC) 
USC is considered one of college foot- 
ball’s best jobs, but you still need the right 
man in place to win at a high level. Lane 
Kiffin, fired during the 2013 season, and 
Steve Sarkisian, let go after the Trojans’ 
fifth game last fall, failed to get the job 
done. Helton was promoted to interim 
head coach after Sarkisian’s dismissal and 
led USC to a Pac-12 South title and a 
5-4 overall record. Helton has worked 
at USC since 2010 but has never been 
a head coach on a full-time basis at the 
FBS level and was handed the keys to 
one of the top programs in the nation. 
After the recent turmoil for the program, 
a low-key coach like Helton is a step in 
the right direction for USC. However, it’s 
fair to wonder if Helton is the coach to 
lead the Trojans back to relevance on the 
national scene. 


WILL MUSCHAMP 


GRADE: C+ 


24. WILL MUSCHAMP, 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
PREVIOUS JOB: AUBURN DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 
CAREER RECORD: 28-21 (2011-14 FLORIDA) 
After a pedestrian 28-21 record at Flori- 
da, Muschamp is getting a second chance 
in the SEC. It’s not a big surprise that he 
received another gig, but it’s a bit shock- 
ing to see him land at South Carolina. 
In between his two head coaching jobs, 
Muschamp worked as Auburn's defen- 
sive coordinator in 2015, and the Tigers 
surrendered 5.4 yards per play and 28.6 
points per game against SEC opponents. 
Under Muschamp’s watch in Gainesville, 
the Gators struggled mightily on offense 
but boasted one of the SEC’s top defenses. 


His task at South Carolina will be to 
prove he can have success on both sides 
of the ball — and do so at a program 
with less history than Florida and a much 
weaker recruiting base. 


GRADE: C+ 


25. TRACY CLAEYS, MINNESOTA 
PREVIOUS JOB: MINNESOTA INTERIM HEAD COACH 
CAREER RECORD: 2-4 (2015 MINNESOTA) 

Claeys worked for 21 years as an assistant 

under Jerry Kill and was promoted to 

interim head coach after Kill retired due 
to health concerns in late October. Under 

Claeys’ direction, Minnesota finished 

2-4 in the final six games, including a 

Quick Lane Bowl victory over Central 

Michigan. The Kansas native inked a 

three-year deal in mid-November to be 

the full-time coach in 2016 and beyond. 

Claeys also wasted no time putting his 

stamp on the program, jettisoning two 

assistants one day after the regular season 
ended. Continuing the success and 
overall momentum from Kill’s tenure is 

a big reason why Claeys 

is now the head coach. 

He’s got experience on 

the job from last year, 

knows the ins and outs 
of the program and can 
bring stability to a school 
that does not currently 
have a full-time athletic 
director. Minnesota 
played well under Claeys 
last season, but will that 
momentum carry into 

2016? Claeys was a good 

coordinator under Kill. 

Now, he’s tasked with 

building a program and 

being more of a CEO, Is 
he up for the job? 

FINAL GRADE: C+ 


26. FRANK WILSON, UTSA 

PREVIOUS JOB: LSU RUNNING BACKS COACH 

CAREER RECORD: 0-0 
Wilson is regarded as one of the best 
recruiters in college football. The New 
Orleans native was hired at LSU in 2010 
and helped the Tigers sign classes that 
averaged a 7.2 national ranking over 
the last five seasons. And in his role as 
running backs coach, Wilson helped 
LSU produce a 1,000-yard rusher in four 
of the last six seasons. Prior to joining 
Les Miles’ staff in Baton Rouge, Wilson 
worked as an assistant at Tennessee 
(2009), Southern Miss (2008) and Ole 
Miss (2005-07). His only experience 
as a head coach is at O.P. Walker High 
School in Louisiana from 2000-03. It’s 
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no secret Wilson is an excellent recruiter, 
and he should attract plenty of talent to 
San Antonio. However, hiring a position 
coach with no experience as a coordinator 
or head coach on the FBS level is always 
a bit risky. Assembling talent is just one 
step of the process. Can Wilson develop 
and put that talent in position to win on 
a consistent basis? 


GRADE: C+ 


27. MIKE NEU, BALL STATE 

PREVIOUS JOB: NEW ORLEANS SAINTS QUARTERBACKS COACH 

CAREER RECORD: 0-0 
Pete Lembo's departure as Ball State’s 
head coach to be an assistant at Mary- 
land was not expected. After guiding the 
Cardinals to 25 wins in his first three 
years, the Cardinals slipped to 8-16 over 
Lembo’s final two seasons. The balance 
of power in the MAC is clearly with the 
West Division, and Ball State has turned 
to a familiar face to get the program 
back on track. Neu is a former Cardinals 
quarterback who will be taking over at 
his alma mater after spending the last 
two years as a quarterbacks coach with 
the Saints. Prior to his stint tutoring 
Drew Brees, Neu worked for two seasons 
as Tulane’s quarterbacks coach (2012-13) 
and was the head coach for two Arena 
Football League teams (Carolina Cobras, 
New Orleans VooDoo). In four years as 
the VooDoo’s head coach, Neu recorded 
a 33-32 mark. An offensive-minded 
head coach in the MAC is never a bad 
thing. However, Neu has only two years 
of collegiate coaching experience since 
1998 and has never been a head coach or 
coordinator on the FBS level. 


GRADE: C 


28. MIKE JINKS, BOWLING GREEN 

PREVIOUS JOB: TEXAS TECH RUNNING BACKS COACH 

CAREER RECORD: 0-0 
Jinks’ hire came as a surprise. The Texas 
native heads north after spending the 
last three seasons as a running backs 
coach at Texas Tech. Prior to his stint 
with the Red Raiders, Jinks was the head 
coach for one season at Burbank (Texas) 
High School and seven seasons at Texas 
powerhouse Cibolo Steele High. Bowling 
Green hit a home run with its last hire, 
but Dino Babers had already proven 
himself with a successful two-year run at 
Eastern Illinois. Jinks appears to be a big 
risk: He has never coached outside of the 
state of Texas and lacks head coaching 
experience on the FBS level. 


GRADE: C 
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CLEMSON 

Watson was spectacular as a sophomore as 
Clemson made its run to the College Football 
Playoff title game. The Georgia native became the 
first player in college football history to top 4,000 
yards passing and 1,000 yards rushing in the 
same season. Could we see the first 5,000/1,000 
season in 2016? 


LSU 

Fournette, one of the most physically impressive 
running backs in the past decade, led the nation 
in rushing with 162.8 yards per game. He strug- 
gled, however, in the Tigers’ three losses, gaining 
31 yards against Alabama, 91 against Arkansas 
and 108 (on 25 carries) against Ole Miss. He will 
need to be at his best in the big games to earn a 
trip to New York next December. 


FLORIDA STATE 

In a year that featured heroic performances from 
Leonard Fournette and Christian McCaffrey, many 
in the college football world considered Cook the 
best running back in the nation. As a sophomore, 
he battled through injury to rush for 1,691 yards 
ona 7.4-yard average. He had 266 yards against 
South Florida, 222 vs. Miami, 194 vs. Clemson and 
183 vs. Florida. 


STANFORD 

McCaffrey might have won the Heisman last 
season if voters were allowed to wait until after 
the bowl games to cast their ballot. He capped 
an outstanding sophomore season with 368 
all-purpose yards [including 100-plus rushing 
and 100-plus receiving) in the Cardinal's 45-16 
Rose Bowl win. 


OKLAHOMA 

Mayfield was terrific in his inaugural season at 
Oklahoma, averaging 284.6 yards passing per 
game with 36 touchdowns and only seven inter- 
ceptions. More important, he guided the Sooners 
to the No. 4 seed in the College Football Playoff. 


OHIO STATE 

Barrett enjoyed a sensa- 
tional 2014 season before 
going down with an injury in 
the regular-season finale. 
Last fall, he did not earn 

his first start until the 10th 
game of the season. With 
the position all to himself 

in 2016, expect Barrett to 
return to form as one of the 
most dynamic quarterbacks 
in the nation. 


OLE MISS 

The one-time Clemson Tiger 
thrived in his first season at 
Ole Miss, leading the SEC 
with 310.9 passing yards per 
game and 31 touchdowns. 
After a midseason mini- 
slump, Kelly threw only one interception in the 
Rebels’ final four games. He lost his top weapon 
(wide receiver Laquon Treadwell], but Ole Miss 
still boasts plenty of capable pass-catchers. 


UCLA 

Rosen was inconsistent as a true freshman, but 
he is undoubtedly one of the most gifted quar- 
terbacks in the nation. He threw for 300-plus 
yards six times and had three games in which he 


averaged at least 10.0 yards per passing attempt. 


OREGON 

Freeman emerged as one of the most productive 
backs in the nation as a sophomore. The 5'11", 
230-pound California native ranked fourth 
nationally in rushing with 141.2 yards per game 
on a healthy 6.5 yards per attempt. Arun at the 
2,000-yard mark is well within reach. 


BAYLOR 
Russell was averaging 300.6 passing yards per 
game and leading the nation with 10.5 yards per 
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attempt when he went down with a season-end- 
ing neck injury in late October. It must be noted 
that Baylor had faced only one team to that point 
that finished the year ranked in the top 100 in 
total defense [West Virginia, No. 61). 


10 OTHERS TO WATCH 


11. JOSHUA DOBBS, QB, Tennessee 
12. JABRILL PEPPERS, LB/DB, Michigan 
13. SAMAJE PERINE, RB, Oklahoma 
14. NICK CHUBB, RB, Georgia 
15. GREG WARD JR., QB, Houston 
16. JUJU SMITH-SCHUSTER, WR, USC 
17. PATRICK MAHOMES, QB, Texas Tech 
18. CALVIN RIDLEY, WR, Alabama 
19. BRAD KAAYA, QB, Miami 
20. JALEN HURD, RB, Tennessee 
21. DESHONE KIZER QB, Notre Dame 
22. BO SCARBROUGH, RB, Alabama 
23. SHOCK LINWOOD, RB, Baylor 
24. WAYNE GALLMAN, RB, Clemson 
25. JAKE BROWNING, QB, Washington 


DiPace 


tom 


COACHES 


onTEHOT SEAT 


1. CHARLIE STRONG 
Texas (11-14, two seasons) 

Strong's brief tenure in Austin has produced 
more losses than any two-year stretch at the 
school since 1955-56, There have been some 
bright spots — none brighter than last year's 
stunning win over Oklahoma — but Texas has 
looked alarmingly uncompetitive far too often. A 
strong 2015 recruiting class has quieted some 
critics, but Texas needs to deliver on the field. 


2. DARRELL HAZELL 
Purdue (6-30, three seasons) 

Three of Hazell’s six wins have come against 
FCS opponents, and the Boilermakers are a 
woeful 2-22 in the Big Ten in the past three 
seasons. It’s hard to envision Hazell keeping 
his job unless Purdue reaches bowl-eligibility. 


3. PAUL HAYNES 
Kent State (9-26, three seasons) 

Haynes inherited a program that went 8-0 in 
the MAC in 2012 but has managed only a 6-17 
league record in the three years since. In 2015, 
the Golden Flashes ranked second-to-last in 
the nation in total offense (270.8 ypg) and last 
in the nation in both yards per play (4.11) and 
scoring offense (13.1 ppg). 


12 TOP COORDINATOR HIRES 


1. DON BROWN, DC, MICHIGAN 

Brown, a former head coach at UMass and Northeastern, did 

a superb job at Boston College. In 2015, the Eagles led the na- 
tion in total defense (254.3 ypg) and ranked fourth in scoring 
defense (15.3 ppg). Only two opponents gained more than 375 
total yards — Clemson (532) and Notre Dame (447). 


2. DAVE ARANDA, DC, LSU 

Les Miles lost Kevin Steele to SEC West rival Auburn but 
rebounded nicely by luring Aranda to LSU with a lucrative 
three-year contract. Aranda has been a coordinator for six 
seasons at three schools (Wisconsin, Utah State and Hawaii), 
and his defenses have finished first in the conference twice, 
second twice, third once and fourth once. 


3. BOB SHOOP, DC, TENNESSEE 

Shoop made a name for himself on the national scene with his 
work as the defensive coordinator at Vanderbilt during James 
Franklin's successful three-year run in Nashville. He followed 
Franklin to Penn State but opted to return to the SEC following 
the 2015 season, Expectations are high for Shoop's defense. 


4, JEREMY PRUITT, DC, ALABAMA 

Ten years ago, Pruitt was the defensive coordinator at Hoover 
Ala.) High School. Now, he is on his third stop as a defensive 
coordinator at an elite program. After a one-year stint at 
Florida State, where he won a national title in 2013, and 

two years at Georgia, Pruitt returns to his alma mater. He 
previously worked under Nick Saban as the director of player 
development (2007-09) and defensive backs coach (2010-12). 


4. GUS MALZAHN 
Auburn (27-13, 
three seasons) 

It might seem 
a bit odd to put a 
coach who played 
for a national 
championship in 
2013 on a Hot Seat 
list in 2016, but this is quite normal at Auburn. 
Consider the cases of Tommy Tuberville and 
Gene Chizik. From 2000-07, Tuberville went 
47-17 in the SEC, won or shared five SEC West 
titles and dominated rival Alabama (7-1). He 
was fired after going 5-7 in 2008. Chizik won 
a national championship in 2010 but was fired 
two seasons later. So that should explain why 
Malzahn, just 6-10 in league play in the past 
two seasons, is on less-than-solid footing 
entering his fourth season at Auburn. 


5. TIM DERUYTER 

Fresno State (29-23, four seasons) 
DeRuyter went 20-6 overall and 15-2 in the 

Mountain West in his first two seasons, but the 

program has taken several steps back in the 

last two years. In 2015, the Bulldogs went 3-9, 

and all but one of the nine losses came by 14 


points or more. DeRuyter fired offensive coordi- 


nator Dave Schramm and reassigned defensive 
coordinator Nick Toth. 


6. DANA HOLGORSEN 
West Virginia (36-28, five seasons) 

There were reports that West Virginia 
considered dismissing Holgorsen after the 
Mountaineers lost to Kansas State in the 2015 


5. GREG SCHIANO, CO-DC, OHIO STATE 

Schiano was the head coach at Rutgers from 2001-11 before 
making the jump to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. He was fired 
after the 2013 season and has been out of coaching until now. 
He served as defensive coordinator at the University of Miami 
(1999-2000). 


6. JOE MOORHEAD, OC, PENN STATE 

Moorhead was hired to resuscitate a Penn State offense that 
ranked 13th in the Big Ten in yards per game in each of James 
Franklin's first two seasons at the school. Moorhead has been 
the head coach at Fordham the past four seasons; in the last 
three, the Rams ranked 18th, seventh and seventh in total 
offense and advanced to the FCS playoffs. He has also been 
an offensive coordinator at UConn and Akron. 


7. BRADY HOKE, DC, OREGON 

Hoke compiled a cumulative record of 78-70 in 12 seasons 
as a head coach at Ball State, San Diego State and Michigan. 
This will be his first defensive coordinator post since the early 
1980s, when he was the DC at Yorktown (Ind.) High School. 
This will not, however, be his first job as a college coach in 
Oregon; he was the defensive line coach at Oregon State from 
1989-94. 


§. TOM ALLEN, DC, INDIANA 

Allen broke into the FBS ranks as an assistant to Hugh Freeze 
at Arkansas State (2011) and Ole Miss (2012-14). He was 
named the defensive coordinator at South Florida tast season 
and helped the Bulls improve from eighth in the AAC in total 


EXTRA POINTS 


regular-season finale. That, obviously, did not 
happen, but there’s no denying that his job is 
far from secure. The Mountaineers have had 

a losing Big 12 record in three of four seasons 
and have only three Big 12 wins over teams that 
finished with a winning league record. 


7.LES MILES 
LSU (112-32, T1 seasons) 

There was seemingly a 90 percent chance that 
Miles was going to be fired after the Tigers’ 
final regular-season game, but the veteran 
coach received a stay of execution. Miles’ 
record is extremely impressive, but he has lost 
five straight games to Alabama and has lost at 
least three games in four straight seasons — a 
record of “futility” that does not please the 
natives. Recruiting top players to LSU has not 
been a problem. Developing that talent, espe- 
cially on offense, has been the issue. 
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defense in 2014 to fourth in 15. Allen is an Indiana native who 
coached high school football in the state from 1997 to 2006. 


9, CHIP LINDSEY, OC, ARIZONA STATE 

Lindsey has made a rapid ascent from high school coach 
(2012) to coordinator in a Power 5 conference. He did tremen- 
dous work in his two seasons as the OC at Southern Miss, 
helping the Golden Eagles improve their scoring average from 
19.0 points per game in 2014 to 39.9 in 15. 


10. CLANCY PENDERGAST, DC, USC 

Pendergast was the defensive coordinator at USC in 2013 
under Lane Kiffin and interim coach Ed Orgeron before heading 
to the NFL for a one-year stint as the linebackers coach with 
the 49ers. Clay Helton, the new Trojans’ head coach, hired 
Pendergast to run the defense once again. 


11. WALT BELL, OC, MARYLAND 

Bell arrives at Maryland after serving as the offensive coordi- 
nator at Arkansas State for two seasons. Under his watch, the 
Red Wolves ranked first or second in both total offense and 
scoring offense in both 2014 and ‘15. He previously worked for 
Larry Fedora at both Southern Miss and North Carolina. 


12. KEVIN CLUNE, DC, OREGON STATE 

Clune rejoins Oregon State head coach Gary Andersen, who 
he previously worked with at Utah, Southern Utah and Utah 
State. Last season, Clune’s Utah State defense ranked third in 
the Mountain West, allowing only 332.5 yards per game. He's 
got his work cut out for him in Corvallis; the Beavers allowed 
481.5 yards per game in 2015. 
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BREAKOUT 


PLAYERS 


QB, WASHINGTON 

Browning's development is a big reason why 
Washington is expected to challenge for the 
Pac-12 title in 2016. As a true freshman last 
year, he started 12 games and threw for 2,955 
yards and 16 scores. 


DE, OHIO STATE 

With Joey Bosa off to the NFL, Hubbard 

is poised to build off a promising redshirt 
freshman season. In 13 games and limited 
snaps, Hubbard recorded 6.5 sacks and 
ranked fourth on the team with eight tackles 
for a loss. 


QB, LOUISVILLE 

After two seasons of uncertainty at quarter- 
back, Louisville has found its answer under 
center. Jackson is still developing as a passer, 
but the sophomore is a dynamic playmaker. He 
accounted for 2,800 total yards and 23 overall 
scores last season. 


DE, FLORIDA 

Jefferson was one of the cornerstones of Jim 
McElwain’s first signing class at Florida, and 
the sophomore is expected to fill the void left 
behind by Jonathan Bullard’s departure to the 
NFL. Jefferson recorded 29 tackles (8.5 for a 
loss) and 3.5 sacks in limited snaps last year. 


RB, USC 

Jones was one of the top recruits in USC's 

2015 signing class, and the Texas native wast- 
ed no time making an impact. He led the team 
with 987 yards and eight rushing scores and is 
slated for more carries in 2016 after recording 
only 153 attempts last year. 


DE, LSU 

New coordinator Dave Aranda plans to utilize 
Key as a hybrid end/linebacker this season. 
The Georgia native should thrive in that role, 
as he recorded five sacks and 6.5 tackles for a 
loss as a true freshman in 2015. Key is already 
one of the SEC's top pass rushers. 


DT, TEXAS A&M 

Texas A&M's rush defense finished 13th in the 
SEC last season, but help is on the way from a 
former five-star recruit. Mack made an instant 
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impact as a true freshman in 2015, record- 

ing 32 tackles (9.5 for a loss) and one forced 
fumble. He’s slated to move into a starting role 
this season. 


RB, ALABAMA 

Replacing standout running backs seems to be 
an annual tradition in Tuscaloosa. Scarbrough 
is the next star on the ground for coach Nick 
Saban and is primed to take over the starting 
job after recording 104 yards and one score on 
18 carries last year. 


MICHIGAN STATE 

With quarterback Connor Cook departing, the 
focus of Michigan State’s offense shifts to the 
ground attack. Scott led the Spartans with 699 
yards and 11 scores as a true freshman last 
year and is expected to shoulder more of the 
workload in 2016. 


TE, ARKANSAS 

Hunter Henry will be missed, but the Razor- 
backs already have a capable replacement 
waiting in the wings. Sprinkle caught 27 
passes for 389 yards and six scores last year 
and will be a safety valve for Arkansas’ new 
quarterback. 


DE, FLORIDA STATE 

Sweat suffered a serious leg injury as a high 
school senior but managed to recover in time 
to play in all 13 games as a true freshman. The 
Virginia native showed flashes of dominance 
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off the edge, recording 41 tackles [five for a 
loss], two sacks and one interception. 


DL, STANFORD 

The defensive line is one of coach David 
Shaw's biggest concerns in 2016. But this unit 
should get a boost from the emergence of 
Thomas, who recorded 39 tackles (10.5 for a 
loss) and 3.5 sacks as a redshirt freshman last 
season. 


QB, NORTH CAROLINA 

Marquise Williams departs after earning 
second-team All-ACC honors, but there's 

not much concern at quarterback for the Tar 
Heels. Trubisky has passed for 1,014 yards and 
11 scores over 21 career appearances. 


DL, CLEMSON 

Clemson has some holes to fill up front, but 
the cupboard isn’t bare for coordinator Brent 
Venables. Wilkins is one of the next standouts 
in the trenches for the Tigers after playing in 
all 15 games as a true freshman last fall and 
recording 33 tackles and two sacks. 


OT, TEXAS 

Williams is one of the anchors for Charlie 
Strong's rebuilding effort on offense. The 
Texas native started all 12 games at left tackle 
as a true freshman last season and earned 
honorable mention All-Big 12 honors. 


Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 
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EXTRA POINTS 


1. TOM HERMAN 

head coach, Houston 

Herman's “H-Town Takeover” and plan to ele- 
vate Houston as the top Group of 5 program is 
off to a fast start. In Year 1, Herman guided the 
Cougars to a 13-1 record, an American Athletic 
Conference title and a victory over Florida State 
in the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl. Winning at a 
high level is nothing new to Herman. He was 
the offensive coordinator at Ohio State from 
2012-14 and was widely praised for keeping the 
Buckeyes’ offense humming through several 
injuries at the quarterback position en route to 
winning a national title. 


2. LINCOLN RILEY 

offensive coordinator, Oklahoma 

At 32 years old, Riley is one of the nation’s 
youngest coordinators, and it’s only a matter 
of time before he has a chance to run his own 
program. Riley was instrumental in Oklaho- 
ma’s trip to the College Football Playoff last 
season. In his first year as the Sooners’ play 
caller, Riley guided the offense to an average 
of 43.5 points per game and 6.8 yards per play. 
Both totals represented marked improvement 
from Oklahoma's 2014 numbers and propelled 
the Sooners to a three-game jump in the win 
column. Prior to last season at Oklahoma, Riley 
worked five seasons at East Carolina as the 
offensive coordinator and coached under Mike 
Leach at Texas Tech from 2006-09. 


3. DAVE ARANDA 

defensive coordinator, LSU 

Aranda has been ona fast climb and has 
emerged as one of the nation’s top defensive 
coordinators. The California native worked at a 
handful of programs before landing at Hawaii 
in 2008. Aranda’s four years with the Rainbow 
Warriors caught the attention of Gary Ander- 
sen, who chose Aranda to run his defenses at 
Utah State and Wisconsin. During Aranda’s 
three-year stint with the Badgers, Wisconsin 
never allowed more than 5.0 yards per play in 
a season and led the nation in scoring defense 
in 2015. Aranda has thrived at every stop and 
now has an opportunity to work with one of the 
nation’s most-talented rosters at LSU. 


4. WILLIE FRITZ 

head coach, Tulane 

Tulane is the toughest job in the American Ath- 
letic Conference, but the program took a major 
step forward by hiring Fritz away from Georgia 
Southern. In two years with the Eagles, Fritz 
went 17-7 and earned one bowl appearance 
while the program transitioned from the FCS 
level to FBS play. Success for Fritz isn’t limited 
to just Georgia Southern. He won 39 games 


COACHES 


ROL | 


in four years at Blinn 
(Texas) College, posted 
11 winning seasons at 
Central Missouri and 
guided Sam Houston 
State to back-to-back 
FCS Championship 
Game appearances. 


5. MATT RHULE 
head coach, Temple 
Temple's football pro- 
gram suffered through 
18 consecutive losing 
seasons from 1991-08 
and was dismissed 
from the Big East in 
2004. However, the perception of the program 
has significantly changed in recent years. Mo- 
mentum is at an all-time high for the Owls after 
Rhule guided the 2015 team to 10 wins (tied for 
the most in school history), defeated Penn State 
for the first time since 1941 and climbed to No. 
20 in the AP poll in late November. 


6. P.J. FLECK 

head coach, Western Michigan 

Fleck is known for his energy and ability to 
attract talent to Western Michigan, but he’s 
proven to be more than just an ace recruiter. 
After a 1-11 debut at WMU in 2013, Fleck led 
the Broncos to consecutive 8-5 seasons (2014- 
15) and claimed a share of the MAC West title 
last year. Western Michigan is also coming off 
back-to-back bowl games for the first time in 
program history. Fleck’s stock should climb 
even higher in 2016, as the Broncos return 14 
starters and are poised to challenge for their 
first outright conference title since 1988. 


7. KENDAL BRILES 

offensive coordinator, Baylor 

Art Briles’ coaching tree has expanded in re- 
cent years, and it's only a matter of time before 
his son Kendal gets a chance to run his own 
program. He's worked on Baylor's staff since 
2008 and was promoted to play-caller before 
the 2015 Cotton Bowl against Michigan State. 
In Briles’ first full season calling the plays, the 
Bears finished second nationally by averaging 
7.3 yards per play and ranked first in scoring 
offense (48.1 ppg). Despite injuries taking a 
toll on Baylor's top three quarterbacks last 
year, the offense never missed a beat thanks to 
Briles’ ability to adapt to the personnel. 


8. JEFF BROHM 

head coach, WKU 

Brohm has deep roots in the state of Kentucky 
from his time as a quarterback at Louisville 
(1989-93) and as an assistant with the Cardi- 


WILLIE FRITZ 
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nals from 2003-08. After two years at WKU, 
Brohm has emerged as one of the nation’s top 
offensive coaches in the Group of 5 leagues and 
will be a prime target for job openings at Power 
5 programs. The Hilltoppers are 20-7 under 
Brohm, including a Conference USA title and 

a No. 24 finish in the Associated Press poll in 
2015. Brohm’s play-calling and scheme are key 
reasons why WKU is one of only four programs 
to average at least 40 points in each of the last 
two years. 


9, DOUG MEACHAM 

co-offensive coordinator, TCU 

Gary Patterson wasted no time making sig- 
nificant changes after his program struggled 
through a 4-8 record in 2013. Patterson hired 
Meacham after a successful one-year stint as 
Houston's play-caller, and the Texas native had 
an immediate impact on TCU’s offense. After 
averaging just 25.1 points per game in 2013, the 
Horned Frogs finished second nationally (46.5 
ppg) in Meacham’s first year. The offense con- 
tinued to perform at a high level last season, 
averaging 42.1 points per game and 4.8 yards 
per play. 


10. SCOTT SATTERFIELD 

head coach, Appalachian State 

No coach is better suited than Satterfield for 
the top spot at Appalachian State. After serving 
as the Mountaineers quarterback from 1991- 
95, Satterfield joined Jerry Moore's staff in 
1998 and remained in that role until 2009. After 
stints at Toledo and FIU, Satterfield worked for 
one year as the offensive coordinator (2012) 
and was named the program's head coach 

in 2013. In addition to replacing Moore — a 
coaching legend in the FCS ranks — Satterfield 
was tasked with moving Appalachian State to 
the FBS level. The Mountaineers went 4-8 in 
Satterfield’s debut but are 18-7 over the last 
two years and recorded the program's first bowl 
trip in 2015. 
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Are Poised to Surprise in 2016 
BY BILL CONNELLY 


tats and eyeballs frequently agree. 
According to last year’s Massey 
Composite Ratings — a cumulative 
set of almost every college football 
computer ranking known to man — 
Alabama finished first, Clemson second 
and Ohio State third. To anybody who 
actually watched college football games 
in 2015, this sounds about right, just as it 
seemed right that some combination of 
Charlotte, UCF, Eastern Michigan, North 
Texas, ULM, Hawaii and Kansas would 
rank at the bottom. 

Outside of the extremes, however, 
the math and the eyes may begin to see 
things differently, especially when you boil 
things down to a single formula (or set of 
formulas). 

I have been maintaining the S&P+ rat- 
ings at FootballOutsiders.com since 2008. 
‘They represent an attempt to dig down to 
a level few computer ratings go, deriving 
efficiency and explosiveness from the play- 
by-play level. They combine aspects of 
football that affect college football’s Five 
Factors — efficiency, explosiveness, field 
position, finishing drives and turnovers — 
into a single, opponent-adjusted number. 

‘This system of ratings attempts to 
derive value from every play and drive of 
a given game (filtering out garbage time), 
and it watches every game, so to speak. 
We probably do not. 

S&P+ saw the game the same way 
you did at the top: Alabama was first, 
Clemson second and Ohio State third. 
But as was customary, there were some 
more antisocial results beneath the top 
layer. Western Kentucky ranked in the top 
15, for instance. Iowa and Northwestern, a 
combined 22-5, both fell out of the top 40 
with blowout bow! losses. 


Analytics Can Tell Us Which Teams 


~ 
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JAKE BROWNING 


Each year, S&P+ produces results that 
make you doubt its creator’s sanity. But 
if you know what you are looking for, a 
system like this can be very useful. Among 
other things, it can drop pretty strong 
hints regarding who's about to have a 
really good, or really poor, season. 

In 2007, Urban Meyer’s Florida Gators 
went 9-4 thanks to three gut-wrenching 
losses but ranked third. The next year, they 
won the national title. 

In 2009, Oklahoma fell from the BCS 
title game to a ho-hum 8-5, but the Soon- 
ers still graded out sixth in S&P+. They 
went 12-2 the next year. 

In 2011, Notre Dame went 8-5 and 
ranked 11th while Texas A&M ranked 
eighth but blew a ton of leads and went 
7-6. The next year, the two teams went a 
combined 23-3, with the Irish reaching 
the BCS title game and the Aggies taking 
home a Heisman (Johnny Manziel) and a 
win over Alabama. 

You get the idea. What might seem like 
strange rankings could be reminders that 
the college football season is a small-sam- 
ple exercise. 
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With that in mind, let’s look at teams 
who may have either looked out of place 
in the 2015 rankings or might be due to 


surprise in 2016. 


2015 S&P ARNIKINGS 


S&P+Rk Team (Ranking) 


SCOONCOF WN — 


Alabama (14-1) 
Clemson (14-1] 

Ohio State (12-1) 
Oklahoma (11-2) 

Ole Miss (10-3) 
Michigan (10-3) 
Florida State (10-3) 
Notre Dame (10-3) 
LSU (9-3) 

Stanford (12-2) 
Western Kentucky (12-2) 
Washington (7-6) 
Michigan State (12-2] 
Baylor (10-3) 
Arkansas (8-5) 
Mississippi State (9-4) 
USC [8-6] 

Florida (10-4) 
Bowling Green (10-4) 
Navy (11-2) 


Tim Umphrey 


Westerkamp 


Browning: Peter Brouillet: 


From a quality perspective, Washington 
has already broken through. We're simply 
waiting on the results to follow. In this way, 
the Huskies are this year’s Arkansas. 

In 2014, Arkansas played mostly 
awesome football. The Razorbacks ranked 
a staggering fifth in S&P+ thanks to the 
dominance of their wins — they didn’t just 
beat Nicholls State, they beat the Colonels 
by 66. They beat Northern Illinois by 38, 
Ole Miss by 30, UAB by 28, Texas by 24, 
Texas Tech by 21 and LSU by 17. And 
since S&P+ filters out garbage time results, 
they didn’t get any extra credit for running 
up the score. 

Proving you're capable of results like 
that is a good way to get computers to like 
you. So is losing to good teams by small 
margins. The Hogs fell to Alabama by one 
and to Missouri, Texas A&cM and Missis- 
sippi State by seven points each, suffering 
some bad breaks along the way. 

Washington didn’t rank fifth like 
Arkansas last year, but the Huskies ranked 
a healthy 12th. They suffered competitive 
losses to solid Oregon and Boise State 
teams and faded late in losses to Utah 
and Arizona State. More important, they 
looked like world beaters in wins. They 
beat USC in the Coliseum, and crushed 
Arizona, Oregon State, and Washington 
State by an average score of 49-7. 


Turnovers luck can make such a 
difference in a short season. While we 
expect the bounces to even out over 
time, 12 games isn't a long enough span 
for that to happen. Some teams recover 
65 or 70 percent of fumbles in a given 
season, and others recover 30 or 35 per- 
cent. That alone can make a difference of 
five or 10 turnovers in a given year. Plus, 
some teams hold onto their intercep- 
tions, and others don't. 

The simple fact that the ball is pointy 
adds a significant amount of randomness 
to a 12-game season. And Nebraska is 
pretty clear evidence of that. In 2015, 
the Huskers recovered just 10 of 26 
fumbles (38 percent) and managed to 
pick off 10 passes while breaking up 50. 
That means that just 17 percent of the 
Huskers’ passes defensed were intercep- 
tions; the normal average is between 21 
and 23 percent. 

Opponents, meanwhile, caught 21 of 


More than anything else, advanced stats 
tell us what would happen if we weren't 
so reliant on single-game outcomes. If 
football teams played a 30- or 82- or 162- 
game schedule, the teams most capable of 
dominance would likely be the ones who 
won the most. But with only 12 games, we 
can get distracted. 

Washington showed immense upside in 
2015 and did so with an absurdly young 
team. The Huskies listed 56 players on 
their two-deep for the Heart of Dallas 
Bowl — 27 on offense and 29 on defense. 
A whopping 35 of them were either true 
freshmen, redshirt freshmen or sopho- 
mores. Only 10 were seniors. 

On average, you tend to take your 
biggest developmental leaps within your 
first couple of years in the program. So a 
majority of last year’s two-deep can expect 
to take a step or to 
forward, and very few 
difference makers are 
gone. And again, this 
was already a good 
team last year. 

If you pay atten- 
tion only to wins and 
losses, you may be a 
little bit confused by 
the Washington hype. 
Sure, the Huskies beat 
USC and looked good 
in their bowl win, but 
really? Pac-12 North 
favorites? Beneath 


68 passes defensed, 
31 percent. Add all of 
this up, and you've got N 
a Nebraska turnover 
margin of minus-12 
when national aver- 
ages would have sug- 
gested something closer to even. Do you 
think an extra turnover per game might 
make a difference in a year that saw you 
lose six games by one possession? 

Let's put it this way: According to 
S&P+, Nebraska ranked 36th in offen- 
sive S&P+ and 57th in defensive S&P+; 
12-2 Iowa, meanwhile, ranked 32nd 
on defense and 56th on offense. On a 
play-by-play basis, the Hawkeyes and 
Huskers were very similar. And while 
Towa got its hands on more passes and 
prevented opponents from doing the 
same, its turnover margin should have 


the surface, though, the Huskies were far 
better than your typical 7-6 team, and they 
were incredibly young as well. 

Of course, you still have to learn how 
to win. For as good as Arkansas may have 
been on paper, the Razorbacks still only 
improved from 7-6 to 8-5 in 2015 because 
of a slow start to the season. The same 
close-loss symptoms that held them back 
the previous fall bit them against Toledo, 
Texas Tech and Texas A&M during a 1-3 
start. But they very much looked the part 
down the stretch, beating Ole Miss and 
LSU on the road and whipping Missouri 
and Kansas State to end the year and man- 
aging another top-15 S&P+ finish in 2015. 

For all we know, the record won't show 
it with Washington, either. But you should 
really keep an eye on this exciting Huskies 
team, just in case. 


3 LA 
JORDAN WESTERKAMP MMT 


been around plus-6 or plus-7. Instead, it 
was plus-11. 

Keep this in mind when you're taking 
stock of the Big Ten West landscape. 
Both Nebraska and Iowa ranked in the 
40s in S&P+ last season — yes, the 40s; 
Towa didn’t beat a team that ranked 
higher than 31st, got destroyed by No. 
10 Stanford, and eked by No. 60 Indiana 
and No. 61 Illinois, among others — 
and now Nebraska returns its leading 
passer, rusher, receiver and 12 of last 
year’s top 16 tacklers. The Huskers have 
issues but aren't nearly as far from the 
top of the West as you might think. 
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How many consecutive years can you 
be a team on the rise? Because of strong 
recruiting, it has felt like Butch Jones is 
going to break through with the Volun- 
teers any minute now, but close losses 
have consistently held the Volunteers 
back. They lost to Georgia, Florida and 
Missouri (combined record: 28-11) by 
a combined 12 points in 2014 and lost 
to Oklahoma, Florida, Arkansas and 
Alabama (43-12) by a combined 17 in 
2015. They owned the dubious distinction 
of leading two separate College Football 
Playoff participants in the fourth quarter 
but losing to both. 

As you are learning, however, close 
losses against good teams don’t hurt you 
very much with the computers. In 2015, 
Tennessee beat three 10-win teams (Bowl- 
ing Green, Georgia and Northwestern) 
by a combined 75 points, won nine games 
for the first time in eight years and ranked 
a healthy 22nd in S&P+. They sustained 
2014's gains, and with ongoing quarter- 
back issues at Florida and a new regime at 
Georgia, they will seem to many like the 
safest bet in the SEC East. 

Of course, like Washington, the Vols 
still have to learn how to win. There’s no 
guarantee that experience will alleviate 
the sort of conservatism and clamminess 


JOSHUA DOBBS. 


that beset them late against Oklahoma 
and Florida in particular. But while Jones 
is just 6-9 in one-possession games at 
Tennessee, he’s 22-21 for his career. At 
the least, this serves as a reminder that 
clamminess isn’t always a concern. And if 
UT gets about half a quarter better, look 
out, SEC. 


LEONARD FOURNETTE 
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Les Miles’ LSU Tigers looked abysmal 
during a three-game, season-defining 
stretch last November. After running into a 
jackhammer known as Alabama in Tusca- 
loosa, they followed with a 17-point home 
loss to Arkansas and a 21-point road loss to 
Ole Miss. This very nearly got Miles fired 
and distracted us from the fact that LSU 
was awfully good the other nine games. 

Thanks in part to one of the hardest 
schedules in the country, LSU finished 
the season 9-3 but ranked ninth in S&P+, 
ahead of 12-2 Stanford (No. 10) and 12-2 
Michigan State (No. 13). With a kinder 
schedule, perhaps the young Tigers wouldn't 
have briefly run out of gas. 

LSU wasn’t as bad as you thought, and 
now the Tigers return more of last year’s 
production than anyone in the country. 
They started only four seniors in the bowl 
win over Texas Tech and lost only two 
early entries to the draft. They return their 
Heisman favorite running back, their two 
deep-threat receivers, four starters on the 
line and 10 defensive starters. Plus, they 
likely made an upgrade in defensive coordi- 
nators, from Kevin Steele to Dave Aranda. 

LSU has plenty of questions left to 
answer. The quarterback position has been 
in flux for a couple of years, and the defense 
was pretty weak against the run. But if 
Aranda can shore up the latter, Father Time 
might help with the former. Brandon Har- 
ris actually has some experience this time 
around, And he still has some murderous 
skill position weapons around him. 


Dobbs: Tom DiPace; Fournette: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports Rosen: Peter Brouillet; Lee: Chris Keane 


At first glance, UCLA's 2015 season 
was a disappointment. Ranked as high as 
seventh in the AP poll early in the year, 
the Bruins stumbled to an 8-5 record, 
ending two streaks in the process — a 
three-game winning streak over USC 
and a three-year run of nine wins or 
more. 

But the Bruins still finished with a 
decent No. 23 ranking in S&P+. They 
beat solid BYU, Cal and Utah teams, 
lost perhaps their two best defenders 
to early-season injuries, and suffered 
some unlikely circumstances in some of 
their losses. They recovered neither of 
two fumbles and strangely gave up two 
safeties against Arizona State, and they 
recovered zero of two fumbles again 
against USC while giving up two return 
scores (one off of a fumble). 

The numbers care about these things 
even if our eyes only see losses by double 
digits. 

Oh yeah, and the Bruins had a 
true freshman at quarterback. Even a 
blue-chipper — and to be sure, Josh 
Rosen was the bluest of blue chippers — 
is going to suffer through inconsistency 
as a freshman. 

With USC changing coaches (and 
quarterbacks), Utah replacing most of its 
offense and four of its top five tacklers, 
and Arizona and ASU both looking to 
rebuild after disappointing campaigns, 
UCLA might return enough to be- 
come the Pac-12 South favorite. Rosen 
loses his leading rusher and receiver, but 
normal year-to-year development could 
make him awfully good in 2016, no 
matter the supporting cast. 


If you can survive an extreme youth 
movement and keep both your two-deep 
and your job intact, you usually see the 
fruits of your labor by your third year on 
the job. Wake Forest head coach Dave 
Clawson stripped the building down to 
its foundation in his first year and saw 
modest improvement in his second, and 
now he might have the pieces in place for 
arun at .500. 

Wake Forest went just 3—9 last season 
and isn't a division contender like the 
other teams on this list. But the De- 
mon Deacons suffered from pretty poor 
turnovers luck and lost four games by one 
possession, all to bowl teams (Indiana, 
Florida State, Louisville, Duke). And 
after plummeting to 112th in S&P+ with 
the worst offense in the country in 2014, 
the Deacs improved to 92nd last fall. The 
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defense was competitive (61st in defensive 
S&P+), and at the very least the offense 
was less awful (107th in offensive S&P+). 
It’s always easy to say that a team that 
bottomed out like Wake in 2014 is going 


to rise because it almost can’t fall anymore. 


But Wake improved by 20 spots despite a 
lineup that was still terribly young: Of the 
48 names on the season-ending two-deep, 
only seven were seniors, and only four of 
those were starters. There were eight true 
freshmen — that’s right, there were more 
true freshmen than seniors — along with 
12 redshirt freshmen and 10 sophomores. 

In a division that features both Clem- 
son and Florida State, there’s a pretty hard 
ceiling for a program like Wake Forest at 
the moment. But don’t be surprised if the 
Deacs improve into at least the 70s and 
pull an upset or two. 
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f one of Dakota Prukop’s former 
teammates is staging a reunion, 
party or get-together or perhaps 
needs some guidance about what 
he should be doing over the next 
five years of his life, he would be smart to 
contact the new Oregon quarterback and 
set up a meeting. 
“I am a big-picture planner,” he says. “I 
look at things from far out.” 
‘That is an understatement. 
When Prukop was in high school, 
he decided to amass as many credits as 
possible that he could transfer to college. 
Doing that would allow him to have an 
easier senior year, so that he could focus 


on his play and on preparing for the NFL. 


“I wanted a minimal course load senior 


Post-graduate transfer quarterbacks 
are changing the college landscape 


BY MICHAEL BRADLEY 


year [in college], so I set it up so I was able 
to transfer 24 credits,” he says. 

‘That bit of forward thinking not only 
gave Prukop an academic cushion at 
Montana State, but it also allowed him to 
graduate a semester early from the school 
and transfer to Oregon for the 2016 
season. Last fall’s 20-credit semester may 
have included “an elective and an on-line 
class,” but it was still quite ambitious for 
an in-season athlete. 

It was also a timely strategy that will 
benefit him and the Ducks. Prukop gets 
to play in the FBS ranks at the highest 
level and join a loaded Oregon team that 
should contend for the Pac-12 title and 
potentially — if Prukop adjusts quickly 
— a College Football Playoff berth. And 
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UO gets an athletic QB who has played 
in a similar offense and who in 2015 
amassed 3,822 total yards (797 rushing, 
3,025 passing) while accounting for 39 
TDs (11 rushing). Although Ducks coach 
Mark Helfrich is adamant that Prukop 
will compete for the starting role and has 
no guarantees of being the team’s regular 
signal-caller, Prukop’s talent and previous 
production, Oregon's positive 2015 expe- 
rience with Eastern Washington transfer 
Vernon Adams, and senior Jeff Lockie’s 
relatively uninspiring play last year estab- 
lish Prukop as the favorite for the job. 
Not that it is a completely safe move. 
Had Prukop stayed at Montana State, he 
would have been a third-year starter and 
one of the top passers in the FCS. But a 
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shot at the big time, along with the fact 
that Tim Cramsey, Prukop’s offensive 
coordinator at MSU, had moved on to 
Nevada, convinced the quarterback to 
transfer. He’ll have one year to get it done 
in Eugene before he moves on. 

“It’s a risky deal and a risky move,” Pru- 
kop says. “I was talking to my dad [Tim] 
a while ago, and he said, “What you did 
isn't easy.’ It’s the same thing with Vernon. 
We had everything going for us at our old 
places. But the opportunity was just too 
much to pass up.” 

Prukop isn't the only quarterback who 
has decided that his final season of college 
football should be spent somewhere new. 
There is a growing collection of signal 
callers with one season — in most cases 
— to shine at new addresses. 

What makes the graduate transfer so 
appealing is instant eligibility. Unlike most 
traditional transfers, who must sit out a 
year at their new school, grad transfers 
can play right away. It’s a de facto free 
agency that benefits the schools in need 


of a player and rewards student-athletes 
who complete their undergraduate degrees 
with eligibility remaining. 

Most of the graduate transfers are mov- 
ing from one FBS school to another, but 
each diploma-holding QB is hoping that 
the new environment provides a chance 
at bigger things. Prukop is stepping up in 
class. Others are looking for opportuni- 
ties to start for teams that have definite 
needs at the position, and they expect to 
have more success than they did at their 
previous stops. 

Austin Appleby has moved from Pur- 
due to Florida. Alec Morris left Alabama 
to compete for the job at North Texas. 
Trevor Knight is in College Station, ready 
to help Texas A&M after losing the start- 
ing job at Oklahoma to Baker Mayfield. 
At Boston College, Patrick Towles (Ken- 
tucky) is looking for a big final season. 

“It’s a great rule,” Texas A&M coach 
Kevin Sumlin says. “It gives a guy a 
chance to earn his degree and have a great 
opportunity at the school he chose first. 


He also gets the chance to go somewhere 
else and play.” 

There is no guarantee all — or any — of 
them will succeed, but there is some recent 
precedent to give them hope. 

In early 2015, Iowa coach Kirk Ferentz 
announced C.J. Beathard had won the 
starting QB job over Jake Rudock and gave 
Rudock permission to transfer anywhere 
he wanted, including to another Big Ten 
school. Rudock chose Michigan and helped 
the Wolverines to a 10-win season. After 
former Notre Dame starter Everett Golson 
lost his job to Malik Zaire during spring 
practice last year, he moved on to Florida 
State, and in nine games, he completed 
67.1 percent of his passes for 1,778 yards 
and 11 scores. At Louisiana Tech, Florida 
expatriate Jeff Driskel threw for 4,033 
yards and 27 touchdowns after taking over 
for Cody Sokol, a graduate transfer from 
Iowa who played for Tech in’14. 

“A lot of whether it works for a team 
depends on its depth at the position and 
where a team is in terms of its system,” 
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“WE HAD EVERYTHING GOING FOR US AT OUR OLD PLACES. 


new North obviously much 
Texas coach . higher than 
Soa GUT THE OPPORTUNITY WAS JUST TO0 MUCH TO PASS UP” seat 
of it is that — Oregon quarterback (and Montana State transfer) Dakota Prukop by says. “This 
teams have is a winning 
lost a couple program here 
guys and Rosetta Stone-style language training. that goes about 


need some help, so they bring in a solid 
player with some experience and don't 
have to force a young player into a tough 
situation.” 

The new quarterbacks are guaranteed 
to attract a lot of attention. Even though 
there are other players at other positions 
who switch schools after graduating, none 
gets the same interest as do quarterbacks. 
Last year, Michigan had two such players, 
Rudock and defensive back Wayne Lyons, 
who left Stanford for Ann Arbor. Most 
of the country knew about Rudock, who 
started every game for the Wolverines, 
but Lyons remained largely anonymous. 
In 2015, Adams dominated the Oregon 
transfer talk, even though Matt Hegarty 
transferred from Notre Dame and played 
center for the Ducks all season. 

“Last year, nobody asked about Matt 
Hegarty,” Helfrich says. “The questions 
were all about Vernon Adams.” 

‘There were times during the first few 
months at Michigan that Rudock’s team- 
mates had to remind him that although 
he had been in college for four years, he 
hadn't been at their college for four years. 
In other words, it was time to back off. 

It may seem odd for a 22-year-old to be 
starting again on campus, but Rudock 
learned quickly that fitting in wasn’t some- 
thing that happened automatically, even 

to players who had started at QB for two 
seasons, 

“T was an older guy, but I wasn't an older 
guy in that program,” Rudock says. “It 
was important for me to remember that. 

I didn’t want to overstep my boundaries. 
There were guys who had been there for 
four years, and I couldn't start calling 
people out as soon as I got there. I had to 
step back and let other guys do their jobs 
as leaders.” 

Thanks to his great work ethic, out- 
standing preparation and how he grew un- 
der U-M coach Jim Harbaugh every week 
during the season, Rudock was clearly one 
of the most respected Wolverines by sea- 
son's end. It wasn’t an easy road, because 
he missed his former teammates in Iowa 
City, and learning a new terminology un- 
der a new coach required some advanced 


By the end of the year, Rudock was quite 
comfortable and confident, and he had no 
trouble rallying his teammates — or giv- 
ing them a push, if necessary. In about six 
months, he had gone from the New Guy 
to the team's true elder statesman. 

“I was definitely more comfortable with 
the offense and play calls, and as far as 
with my teammates, I had a better feel for 
how to respond to them, what to say and 
how to say it,” Rudock says. “I liked know- 
ing how to get my offensive teammates 
motivated and settled down.” 

As Rudock prepares for football beyond 
his two Big Ten outposts, he understands 
that what he did wasn’t all that easy. Or- 
egon's Helfrich says that Hegarty’s move 
from Notre Dame to Oregon was com- 
plicated by the challenge of becoming a 
member of a quintet of offensive linemen. 
“It’s a fraternal group of guys, and Matt 
did a phenomenal job of winning them 
over,” Helfrich says. 

But being a quarterback and running 
an offense mean gaining everybody’s trust, 
not to mention being responsible for the 
unit’s production on every play. The broth- 
erhood of linemen is one thing. Being the 
one in charge is even more demanding. 

“You have to know what everybody’s 
doing,” Rudock says. “As a receiver, you 
can be successful knowing just the passing 
game. If you don't know everything as a 
quarterback, you won't succeed. 

“A lot depends on the system. It’s a lot 
of work, but there have been guys who 
have done it. You have to put the effort 
toward it, and you have to find out how to 
fit into it.” 

It didn’t take Appleby all that long to 
recognize the biggest difference between 
life at Purdue and that in his new Gaines- 
ville home. The Boilermakers sure want to 
win — even though they haven't done too 
much of it during Darrell Hazell’s three 
years in West Lafayette (6-30) — and 
the players there are committed to the 
program. 

It’s just a matter of degree. Florida in- 
tensity — like its summer heat — burns a 
little hotter than it does in central Indiana. 

“The culture and expectations here are 
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its business to win an SEC championship 
and a national championship. It’s not that 
we didn't have a good attitude at Purdue. 
There is a great group of guys there. It’s 
that it’s elevated here. That opened my 
eyes.” 

Gator fans aren't viewing Appleby’s ar- 
rival in Florida with the same excitement 
as when Tim Tebow came to campus. 

In three years with the Boilers, Appleby 
threw for 2,777 yards, completed 55.3 per- 
cent of his passes and matched his 19 TDs 
with as many picks. Last year, he started 
the first three games but was replaced 

by redshirt freshman David Blough. 
Although Appleby played in the final 

two contests of the’15 campaign, when 
Blough was injured, he was not expected 
to be the frontrunner for the Purdue job 
heading into the summer. 

Some might wonder why Jim McEI- 
wain would entertain the idea of bringing 
a QB with such an inconsistent tenure 
to town. The answer is pretty simple: The 
Gators don't have another option with 
significant game experience. Treon Harris, 
who started the final eight games of the 
2015 campaign after Will Grier tested 
positive for PEDs but completed only 
48.1 percent of his throws, has moved to 
wide receiver. Grier transferred, leaving 
Appleby, true freshman Feleipe Franks 
and Luke Del Rio, a “traditional” transfer 
from Oregon State, in a battle for the 
starting job. It’s not the ideal situation for 
the Gators, but after last year’s late-season 
offensive struggles, Florida needs as much 
competition under center as possible. 
Appleby is happy to be part of that, even 
if there are those who believe Del Rio is 
the frontrunner for the position. 

“I had a lot of opportunities [at other 
schools] where I got the message that I 
would start,” Appleby says. “But I wanted 
to come and compete. I don’t want it 
handed to me. I want to earn the job and 
prove to my teammates that I can lead 
them to a championship. I’m going to 
work hard and let my results stand for 
themselves.” 

After only a couple months on campus, 
Appleby has already embraced McEI- 
wain’s pro-style offense, which gives the 


Tom Lynn 


quarterback considerable autonomy at 

the line of scrimmage. “As much as the 
quarterback can grasp and handle, that’s 
what he gets,” Appleby says. “There is no 
ceiling.” Appleby seems invigorated by the 
new opportunity and doesn't sound like 
someone who lost his job last year. Instead, 
he’s eager to compete at the top level of 
college football — the SEC — and to see 
if he can give the Gators the stability they 
need under center. 

The most difficult thing for Appleby is 
that he has signed up for only one year. 
That means he must learn everything 
about the program as quickly as possible 
and prove to his teammates that he can 
lead them. 

“It’s been a bit of an adjustment,” Ap- 
pleby says. “I have been told that I am like 
an NFL free agent. The place where I was, 
I learned the offense over the course of 
four years and know it like the back of my 
hand. The offense is similar here; I’m just 
learning a new language. 

“This is an unbelievable opportunity for 
me. I’m up for the challenge.” 


If any coach can be considered an ex- 
pert on the idea of graduate QB transfers, 
it’s A&M’s Sumlin. Some might joke that 
in light of the two signal-caller defections 


JAKE RUDOCK 


(Kyler Murray and Kyle Allen) from 
College Station last December, Sumlin 

is an authority on all sorts of quarterback 
switches. 

During his time in Aggieland, Sumlin 
has seen Jameill Showers (UTEP) and 
Matt Joeckel (TCU) leave town to spend 
their post-graduate seasons elsewhere. This 
year, Sumlin gets to experience the other 
side of the condition as he welcomes Trev- 
or Knight, the hero of Oklahoma's 2014 
Sugar Bowl win over Alabama. Knight lit 
up the Tide for 348 yards and four TDs 
and threw for 3,424 yards during three 
seasons with the Sooners but lost his 
starting job to Baker Mayfield last year. 
Knight and Jake Hubenak, who threw for 
307 yards and two TDs in the Music City 
Bowl loss to Louisville, will battle for the 
starting job. 

“Trevor has had great success,” Sumlin 
says. “He’s from San Antonio, down 
the road, and I have a good relationship 
with [Oklahoma coach Bob] Stoops. He 
thinks the world of Baker Mayfield and 
Trevor Knight, and he’s giving Trevor 
the opportunity to go play for us. It’s a 
great opportunity for us to fill a void at a 
position of need. We needed quarterback 
experience and maturity level and some 
healthy competition.” 


The QBs will work under new Aggie 
offensive coordinator Noel Mazzone, who 
spent the past four years at UCLA. The 
good news is that Sumlin’s preference 
for a fast-paced spread offense won't be a 
problem for Knight, who worked under 
Sooners’ offensive coordinator Lincoln 
Riley. “[Riley] and I have the same back- 
ground,” Sumlin says. 

The coach reports that Knight has been 
an ideal teammate since arriving from 
Norman in January. He'll have the oppor- 
tunity to learn Mazzone’s offense at the 
same time as Hubenak, who won't have 
the advantage of a couple years familiarity 
with the system. Sumlin expects big things 
from his new QB, who will be charged 
with helping the Aggies improve on last 
year’s 8-5 record. 

“He's mature and a great locker room 
guy,” Sumlin says. “He’s a vocal leader and 
a leader by example who's been through 
the fire and won some ball games. He's not 
wide-eyed about work or wide-eyed on 
the field or about this league. He’s played 
against Alabama.” 

He may get that chance again this year, 
and it could be a highlight of his one 


season On Campus. 
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eshaun Watson's national cham- 
pionship game performance was 
the kind of night that childhood 
dreams are made of — the rising 
junior threw four touchdowns and had 
478 yards of total offense — except for 
the final minutes. 

It's possible that casual fans hadn't 
watched Watson lead a quietly elite 
Tigers program through an unde- 
feated regular season. In marquee 
regular-season wins over Notre Dame 
and Florida State, the Tigers offense 
wasn’t quite as explosive; but after the 
national championship game, Watson 
was a household name. That's what 
slicing up an Alabama defense does. 

Now the Clemson quarterback 
enters 2016 as a Heisman favorite on 
the NFL's radar, leading a team that 
was So painfully close to beating back 
the Alabama dynasty. The first task for 
one of college football's brightest tal- 
ents: Take all the good of 2015, break 
it down, learn from it and then leave it 
in the past. 
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Did you feel like there was any kind of 
hangover after the title game? What's it 
been like to get back to work? 


I'm doing really well. School is going 
good and the off-field training has been, 
too. It feels good to get back and make 
it about the work on the field. We had 
some time off right after [the national 
title game] to refresh and reflect on the 
journey, and since then it’s been focusing 
on what we can accomplish in 2016. 


Have you watched the title game, and if so, 
how many times? 


I’ve watched it maybe about six or seven 
times. I’ve watched it to correct myself, 
to look at my mistakes, and honestly I’ve 
just watched it to watch it. That game 
is behind us now, but it was still a great 
experience. There are thousands and thou- 
sands of athletes who want to play in that 
game, so why not watch it? Sit back and 
enjoy it, even though it didn’t turn out the 
way we wanted. 


What are you looking for when you watch 
one of your games repeatedly? What are 
you picking up on? 

It depends. Every time you find some- 
thing different. There’s usually something 
you didn’t see the last time — deci- 
sion-making, technique, how I read a 
defense and seeing what I didn’t get to see 
on the field. Probably the biggest things 
are looking at my decision-making and 
my footwork. I’m looking for things I can 
improve. 

At this point in your career, who do you 
think is the best defensive player you've 
faced? 

That’s hard. I would probably say [former 
Florida State defensive back] Jalen Ram- 
sey if youre talking about the opposing 
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team. If you're including our team I'd 
probably say Shaq Lawson, Stephone 
Anthony or Mackensie Alexander. 


Clemson has had a ton of defensive talent 
head to the NFL. Your scrimmages must 
be pretty intense. 


Absolutely. We've had Vic Beasley, Grady 
Jarrett. Clemson has been very talented 
on the defensive side, which helps me as a 
quarterback. 


What's your favorite stadium to play at 
when you're on the road? Have you had 
one favorite experience as the visiting 
team? 


Florida State is a really great environ- 
ment to play in, especially when it’s Clem- 
son and Florida State against each other. 
‘The place I would want to go to and play 
at that I haven't ... LSU, Oregon, maybe 
the Rose Bowl or at USC. I could go on 
and on, but those are the big ones. 


Do you think you could be a two-sport 
athlete at Clemson if you had to? 


I think so. I could play basketball. I had 
an opportunity to play here at Clemson 
and had some other offers when I was 
being recruited, but I really wanted to 
focus on football. I played shooting guard 
in high school. 


Who is your favorite pro athlete right now, 
and growing up? 

It’s always been LeBron James. Even 
when I was growing up through today. 
It’s the way he prepares for games and the 
way he performs, but also the way he takes 
criticism. It’s everything about how he 
handles himself. He’s someone I loved to 
watch and will watch whenever I can. 


When you aren't playing the game, do you 
consider yourself a college football fan? 
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I love college football, going back to 
when I was a little kid. I just love the dif- 
ferent teams around the country, watching 
how they play and prepare, and not so 
much to compare them to us but just to 
see how the game is different in different 
environments. 


Are there non-Clemson players you tune 
in to watch? 


I used to love to watch [Trevone] Boykin 
at TCU. But right now I'd say Leonard 
Fournette, Dalvin Cook and Christian 
McCaffrey. Those are the guys at the top 
of my list right now. 


What was it like to be recruited by [former 
offensive coordinator) Chad Morris and 
watch him leave for a head coaching job 
{at SMU}? What's your advice to kids being 
recruited? 


In high school I never had a big change. 
Honestly, it’s probably the biggest change 
of my career. I didn’t have one going all 
the way back to middle school and pee 
wee. When your'e being recruited you 
really need to trust your heart. Focus on 
what you're looking for in a school. It’s a 
business. For you it’s life changing — it’s 
where you'll be for three or four or five 
years. You have to have a balance between 
the place and the coaches. You love foot- 
ball, but you'll only be playing there six or 
seven days a year. You have to be comfort- 
able there all those other hundreds of days. 


When did you know Clemson would be 
special last season? 


Probably all the way back in the summer, 
when we'd get together off the field and 
compete. Running drills, player-led meet- 
ings, activities, all that. Then heading into 
fall camp we were already working hard. 
We knew. 
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aker Mayfield didn’t win the Heisman 
Trophy in 2015. He didn’t even get invited 
to New York for the festivities. 

He did win the Burlsworth Trophy, 
awarded annually to the nation’s top player who 
began his career as a walk-on. 

OK, so that’s a bit obscure. Mayfield, however, 
is anything but obscure. Oklahoma's flashy 
quarterback returned to the field a year ago 
after sitting out 2014 as a transfer from Texas 
Tech and led the Sooners to the College Football 
Playoff. 

Mayfield is back again, ready to lead a Sooner 
charge and perhaps even set himself up to 
strike a pose ... 


Absolutely not. Despite my athleticism, put 
me ona basketball court and it'll all disappear. 
No, not against the best player in the country. 


Baseball. | really am missing baseball. Going 
to the games and watching [former OU football 
player) Cody Thomas play makes me miss it. In 
high school, | was the only junior to start on the 
field for our baseball team. The spot that was 
open was first base and | wound up playing first 
base for the first time in my life. Then my senior 
year, | kind of played anywhere on the infield 
where they needed me, mostly at third, although 
| mixed it up a little bit. | was actually going to 
play when | was at Texas Tech. | had talked to 
coach Tim Tadlock; he had seen me play in high 
school and was all for it. | was set on doing it, 
but obviously | wasn't there for the spring and 
things changed. And football kind of became the 
primary sport when | got here. 


| could put on weight and go try and play line- 
backer. Or | could lose weight and try and play 
inside receiver. | think | could find a spot. 


There were a couple good moments. But win- 
ning the Big 12 championship against Oklahoma 
State was a good one. We really just had fun. 
Also, the Kansas State win. It was kind of the 
turning moment in our season, and we all en- 
joyed it. There were times when we were playing 
well. But when everybody was having fun at the 
same time would be my favorites. 


We realized what we were capable of. If we'd 
just go out and execute our job, nobody could 
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hang with us. And that became our 
mindset. We realized, ‘Well, if we're 
going to do this thing, we need to 
grind every week at a time and we'll 
get to where we need to be.’ And 
that became our goal. 


When you transfer into a program, 
what's that like, and is there a 
sense that you have to go earn the 
other players’ trust? 

Oh yeah, there definitely is. 
There's a sense, being the new guy. 
It was a little different for me, since 
| had played a good amount the 
season before | came to Oklahoma. 
And some of the defensive guys 
had seen my film, just because of 
the scouting they did against Texas 
Tech. But other than that, | had to come in and 
earn every part of the respect | needed on the 
offensive side of the ball. And then, | knew that 
the defense would have to deal with me on scout 
team, so | didn’t worry too much about that. It 
was just about practicing with the offense. 


How difficult was it knowing you could play at 
this level, yet having to wait to show it? 

It's pretty disappointing. It’s frustrating, 
especially since I'd played my first year, then 
had to sit out after that. And knowing that | had 
done it before kind of made it more frustrating, 
having to redshirt a year after you've played. 


What's the most valuable thing the team 
learned on the way through last season? 

Never to be satisfied. | think when we figured 
out that we were never good enough or we 
hadn't figured everything out, that was when we 
always learned to work for a win one week at a 
time and just focus on that goal. 


Have you watched the Orange Bowl? 
Yes, | have. 


What's it like to watch a game like that, one 
that ends your season and doesn't go the way 
you want? 

It's frustrating watching those types of 
games, knowing they did nothing to stop us. We 
did everything. We left a lot on the field, made a 
bunch of mistakes. We had a penalty in the first 
half to stop a drive, | turned the ball over twice, 
which was very unlike me. And | did it in a big 
game, which | can't do. | need to take care of the 
ball. And it's frustrating to see that if we would 
have played the way we should have, we would 
have won. But the better team won that day. And 
they went on to the national championship. 


Which Big 12 team would you enjoy beating the 
most next season? 

Texas. After last year, not playing very well 
against them, we need to go out and play a lot 
better. 


Anything you feel like you have to do better in 
2016? 

| need to keep taking care of the ball. And just 
pushing my guys every week to never be satis- 
fied and to work for it each week, and to realize 
if we really want it, that’s how it has to be. 


You guys are replacing a couple of key guys on 


the offensive line. Do you have a role in helping 
bring those guys along? 

| do, just showing what's to be expected 
around here. We have three guys who started 
the whole season coming back. | mean, we're 
losing key leadership up front, losing Nila (Kasi- 
tati) and Ty (Darlington). It’s never ideal. Those 
guys were around here and played for a long 
time. But those other three guys who are com- 
ing back, they have full seasons of experience 
under their belt. They have to come into their 
own, and we expect them to be huge leaders for 
our offense, so they have to grow up quickly. 


Asa leader yourself, how do you express that? 

There's different types of leaders. There are 
vocal, which I'd say | am. There's non-vocal 
types of leaders, like Samaje (Perine]. And we're 
both in that stage of our careers where we're 
the older guys around the program. And Sam- 
aje, he just goes about his business and every- 
body watches what he does. He doesn't have to 
say anything, he’s always doing the right thing. 
And people watching, they can learn from that. 
I'm a type where | can get on guys. If they're not 
doing it right, I'll tell them to pick it up. If they're 
doing well, congratulate them and tell them to 
keep doing well, it's not going unnoticed. Things 
like that go a long way. 


You've been described as a gunslinger. Is that a 
tag a Texas guy can really embrace? 

| think so. | enjoy it. Coming from an offense 
like this, if you aren't described as a gunslinger, 
something's wrong, with as many times as we 
throw it. I'll take it. 


You play with a lot of flair. Is that a reflection of 
how much fun you're having on the field? 

It definitely is. | truly have a love for the 
game. It's a lot better than going to workouts or 
having to go through practice. Every Saturday 
that we get an opportunity to go out there and 
play, | enjoy. And | try to express that every time 
I can. 


Who's the best defensive player you've faced? 
I'd have to say a couple of them from our 
team last year, between Eric Striker and 
Charles Tapper. My freshman year, when | was 
at Texas Tech, | played against Jason Verrett, the 
TCU corner who's with the San Diego Chargers 
right now. He was probably one of the best 
defensive backs I've ever played against. He 


never let up. It didn’t matter 
who was over there, who he 
was covering, he was locking 
them down. And he'd bring 
the pop when he was hitting 
people. 


What stadium, other than 
your own, have you enjoyed 
playing in the most? 

You can’t beat the Cotton 
Bowl. There's nothing like 
that. But last year when we 
went to play Tennessee in 
Neyland Stadium, that was 
probably the best game 
experience I've had and prob- 
ably will ever have. That's a 
different type of loud. | can’t 
even describe it. It was unbelievable. 


What's your take on the Bedlam rivalry? 

It's something different. Being from Texas, 
| always thought the OU-Texas rivalry was the 
bigger one. Then when | got up here, | realized 
how much of a hatred the two schools have 
for each other. It’s different for me, because 
| wasn’t born into that. But | enjoy it. | enjoy 
seeing all the writing when Bedlam week comes 
along. | have a lot of fun with it. 


The Sooners were a little bit of a surprise last 
year. Will being the target affect the team’s 
approach this season? 

It needs to. When you go 8-5 one year, it’s 
easy to be very motivated when people say 
you're not very good, or that you're not a part of 
the national championship picture. Now it’s a 
sense of people congratulating you and saying 
you should be there. You can't be entitled or get 
complacent in thinking that you're just going to 
show up and be in the final four at the end of the 
year. You're going to have to work for it. It’s kind 
of the mentality we had after the Kansas State 
win. It has to be one week at a time and we're 
never good enough. 


How cool was it that the Sooners were the first 
team to make the Final Four in both football 
and basketball? 

| think it’s pretty sweet, especially in the 
same year. It’s been a pretty special athletic 
year around here. Getting to watch those guys 
on the court was so fun. 


You've been frequently seen dancing on videos. 
How good of a dancer are you? 

Mediocre, at best. It gets a little blown out of 
proportion. I’m not bad, but it gets blown out of 
proportion. It’s all a little much. 


What coach, other than Bob Stoops, could you 
see yourself playing for? 

I've always been a fan of Mike Leach. When 
he was recruiting me to Washington State when 
| was in high school, he was just a funny guy. He 
had the kind of carefree attitude that it didn’t 
matter what anybody told him, he was just going 
to go out and do his job. | always kind of related 
to that. | could see myself playing for him. 


A good coach for a gunslinger to play for, 
right? 
Yeah, definitely. 
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1. NORTH DA 


7-1 MISSOUR 


2. SAM HOUSTON STATE 

(11-4, 7-2 SOUTHLAND) 

All that’s left for the Bearkats is a national title 
— they've reached the semifinals in four of the 
last five seasons. Playoff standout Jeremiah 
Briscoe is the starting quarterback after Jared 
Johnson left for UTSA as a graduate transfer, 
while running back Corey Avery dominates. 
Coach K.C. Keeler seeks stronger defense, and 
defensive end P.J. Hall will be happy to oblige. 


3. NORTHERN IOWA 

(9-5, 5-3 MISSOURI VALLEY) 

UNI is ready to stand up to North Dakota State 
in the Missouri Valley race and beyond. The 
Panthers’ two returning 1,000-yard rushers, 
quarterback Aaron Bailey and running back 
Tyvis Smith, work behind a veteran offensive 
line. Their defense was hit hard by graduation, 
but defensive end Karter Schult is back to 
terrorize opposing quarterbacks. 


4. RICHMOND 

{10-4, 6-2 COLONIAL) 

Junior Kyle Lauletta was No. 2 in the FCS in 
passing yards (3,598) and combines again with 
wide receiver Brian Brown. The 2015 national 
semifinalist Spiders are even more experienced 
on defense with linebacker Omar Howard and 
safety David Jones [nine interceptions] among 
eight returning starters. 


5. JACKSONVILLE STATE 

(13-2, 8-0 OHIO VALLEY) 

Coach John Grass bulked up the schedule [LSU, 
Coastal Carolina and Liberty) after reaching 

the national championship game. All-Ameri- 

ca quarterback Eli Jenkins is returning from 
shoulder surgery, and his go-to target, Josh 
Barge, is the Gamecocks’ all-time receptions 
leader. Ends Darius Jackson and LaMichael 
Fanning [sixth season) front a retooled defense. 


6. CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 

{10-3, 6-0 BIG SOUTH} 

Coach Jamey Chadwell appears destined for 

a bigger job, but there's an immediate task at 
hand. The Buccaneers’ record-setting defense 
returns defensive end Anthony Ellis and 
linebacker Solomon Brown, and a bruising run 
game features seniors Darius Hammond, Mike 
Holloway and Ben Robinson. 


7. CHATTANOOGA 

(9-4, 6-1 SOUTHERN) 

The Mocs seek a fourth straight SoCon title, 

but three-time league Offensive Player of the 
Year Jacob Huesman is gone, leaving lefthander 
Alejandro Bennifield to take over at quarter- 
back. The nucleus remains strong with running 
back Derrick Craine (1,251 yards) and defensive 
end Keionta Davis (13.5 sacks) coming off Mocs 
single-season records. 
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8. SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 

{8-4, 5-3 MISSOURI VALLEY} 

A standout Jackrabbits team will usher in 

the inaugural season at 19,340-seat Dana J. 
Dykhouse Stadium. The quarterback platoon 
of Zach Lujan and Taryn Christion will feed the 
ball to wide receiver Jake Wieneke and tight 
end Dallas Goedert. The defense is strong up 
the middle with tackle Cole Langer. 


9. COASTAL CAROLINA 

(9-3, FCS INDEPENDENT IN 2016) 

The Chanticleers may struggle to get top 25 
support from voters as the former Big South 
power transitions toward the FBS in 2017. 
Touchdown machine DeAngelo Henderson will 
carry the rushing load after the loss of veteran 
quarterback Alex Ross. 


10. THE CITADEL 

(9-4, 6-1 SOUTHERN] 

Offensive coordinator-turned-head coach Brent 
Thompson will keep the triple option humming. 
In QB Dominique Allen and backs Tyler Renew 
and Cam Jackson, the Bulldogs return three 
players who gained more than 750 yards. The 
defense features shutdown corner Dee Delaney. 


11. ILLINOIS STATE 

{10-3, 7-1 MISSOURI VALLEY) 

All eyes are on sophomore quarterback Jake 
Kolbe and a running back committee as they 


Rick Yeatts Photography 


take over for the dominating duo of Tre Rober- 
son and Marshaun Coprich, respectively. The 
other nine offensive starters return, including 
big-play wide receiver Anthony Warrum. 


12, EASTERN WASHINGTON 

(6-5, 5-3 BIG SKY] 

Wide receiver Cooper Kupp, the 2015 Walter 
Payton Award Winner, has 58 total TDs in his 
career, But for the Eagles to rebound from 

a subpar season, quarterback Jordan West 
needs more consistency and the defense must 
tighten for — gulp — an opening stretch of 
Washington State, North Dakota State and 
Northern lowa. 


13. WILLIAM & MARY 

(9-4, 6-2 COLONIAL) 

Physical defense is a staple with the Tribe, but 
this season quarterback Steve Cluley, tailback 
Kendell Anderson and wide receiver DeVonte 
Dedmon will create an offensive mindset. 
Placekicker Nick Dorka and punter Hunter 
Windmuller provide a leg up on special teams. 


14. JAMES MADISON 

(9-3, 6-2 COLONIAL) 

With his team desperate for playoff success, 
new coach Mike Houston is keeping the 
high-powered spread attack, which gets big 
production from running backs Khalid Abdullah 
and Cardon Johnson and wide receiver Bran- 
don Ravenel. Linebacker Andrew Ankrah and 
cornerback Taylor Reynolds fuel the defense. 


15. NORTH DAKOTA 

(7-4, 5-3 BIG SKY} 

After being one of the last teams left out of the 
postseason in 2015, the Fighting Hawks are 
motivated. They also have super sophomore 
John Santiago, the Big Sky's leader in all-pur- 
pose yards, and a schedule that doesn’t include 
Eastern Washington, Montana and Portland 
State. Playoffs? Indeed. 


16. MONTANA 

(8-5, 6-2 BIG SKY) 

Another tough schedule awaits second-year 
coach Bob Stitt, whose Grizzlies roared with 
impressive wins in 2015 [including North 
Dakota State). Quarterback Brady Gustafson’s 
passing numbers are as big as his 6'7" frame. 
All-Big Sky defensive tackle Caleb Kidder is 
one of only three returning starters on defense. 


17. MCNEESE STATE 

{10-1, 9-0 SOUTHLAND) 

There is continuity following Matt Viator’s de- 
parture to ULM because defensive coordinator 
Lance Guidry gained the top job. His defense, 
anchored by 6'2", 335-pound tackle Isaiah 
Golden, was among the nation’s best last sea- 
son. Junior running back Ryan Ross is ready 
for a huge season. 


18. TOWSON 

(7-4, 5-3 CAA FOOTBALL} 

The addition of former Oregon quarterback 
Morgan Mahalak may be just what two-time 
1,000-yard rusher Darius Victor and a veteran 
offense need. The seniors, who barely missed 
last year’s playoffs, were freshmen for the 2013 
FCS national runners-up. 


19. WESTERN ILLINOIS 

(7-6, 5-3 MISSOURI VALLEY] 

New coach Charlie Fisher inherits 
another rugged schedule, but 
quarterback Trenton Norvell, 


FCS tex 


wide receiver Lance Lenoir OFFENSE 
and inebacker Brett Taylor are ET MONDS SAN) FORDHAM 
among 17 returning starters. Last EGY ADE HARRINGTON 5-9/190/SR. LAMAR 
Sere saad eee TYLER RENEW 5-11/217/SR. THE CITADEL 
: COOPER KUPP 6-2/210/SR. _ EASTERN WASHINGTON 
an at-large playoff bid. JAKE WIENEKE 6-4/210/JR. SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 
20. VILLANOVA JORDAN POWELL — 6-3/244/SR. NEW HAMPSHIRE 
is. 5-3 COLONIAL ZACK IOHNGON. GARDH/SR. _ NORTH DAKOTA STATE 
, G N 6-4 . NORTH DAK ry 

 aealege ala aah Aste COREY LEVIN 6-5/305/SR CHATTANOOGA 

; Esmee JULIE'N DAVENPORT 6-7/315/SR. BUCKNELL 
enters his 32nd and final season. MITCH KIRSCH 6-6/300/SR. JAMES MADISON 
Dual-threat quarterback Zach 
Bednarczyk expects to build DEFENSE 
off his rookie season, and 6'7", (Ea KEIONTA DAVIS 6-4/260/SR. CHATTANOOGA 
275-pound defensive end Tanoh PJ. HALL 6-1/280/JR. | SAM HOUSTON STATE 
Kpassagnon will have a finishing ISAIAH GOLDEN 6-2/335/JR. | MCNEESE STATE 
touch as asenior CALEB KIDDER 6-5/275/SR. MONTANA 

ANDREW ANKRAH — 6-4/234/JR. | JAMES MADISON 
21. PORTLAND STATE NICK DELUCA 6-3/245/SR. | NORTH DAKOTA STATE 
(9-3, 6-2 BIG SKY] CHRISTIAN KUNTZ — 6-1/220/SR. DUQUESNE 
Beware, San Jose State and CASEY DEANDRADE 5-11/212/SR. NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Washington, the Vikings took DEE DELANEY 6-1/191/JR. THE CITADEL 
down two FBS programs and had DAVID JONES 6-1/187/SR. RICHMOND. 
a six-win improvement last year, DONALD PAYNE 6-1/217/SR. STETSON 
Portland State lost a lot of key SPECIALISTS 
Laide ae FCS on, ; NICK DORKA 6-0/180/JR. WILLIAM & MARY 
Bear abe een eae WG cHRIs FRASER 6-2/211/SR. CORNELL 

quarterback Alex Kuresa isn’t one LORENZO JEROME — 6-0/195/SR. SAINT FRANCIS 
of them. EGS KuRIs GARDIN 5-7/158/JR. NORTH CAROLINA A&T 
22. YOUNGSTOWN STATE 


MUST-SEE MATCHUPS 

AUG. 27 - CHARLESTON SOUTHERN AT NORTH DAKOTA STATE 
SEPT. 10 - MONTANA AT NORTHERN IOWA 

SEPT. 10 - EASTERN WASHINGTON AT NORTH DAKOTA STATE 
OCT. 15 - CHATTANOOGA AT THE CITADEL 

OCT. 29 - NORTH DAKOTA STATE AT NORTHERN IOWA 

NOV. 19 - RICHMOND AT WILLIAM & MARY 


PROJECTED PLAYOFF QUALIFIERS 


CHARLESTON SOUTHERN [BIG SOUTH CHAMP} 
CHATTANOOGA [SOUTHERN CHAMP} 


{5-6, 3-5 MISSOURI VALLEY} 
After the Bo Pelini era opened 
to a disappointing record, the 
Penguins seek their first playoff 
bid since 2006. Senior defensive 
end Derek Rivers already holds 
the school record with 26 career 
sacks, while running backs 
Martin Ruiz and Jody Webb also 
expect big senior campaigns. 


23. COLGATE 

(9-5, 6-0 PATRIOT) 

Nine starters return on each side of the ball af- 
ter the Raiders won two playoff games to reach 
the national quarterfinals. Senior quarterback 
Jake Melville is a dual-threat, and wideout Alex 
Greenawalt is a breakout candidate. 


24. NORTHERN ARIZONA 

(7-4, 5-3 BIG SKY] 

Sophomore Case Cookus might be hard- 
pressed to improve on last year’s 37 touchdown 
passes — an FCS freshman record — but the 
return of wide receiver Emmanuel Butler (15 
TDs) provides a good start. The Lumberjacks 
were only 2-4 on the road last season. 


25. EASTERN KENTUCKY 

(6-5, 5-2 OHIO VALLEY} 

Quarterback Bennie Coney can dominate a 
game and will have support from a healthier 
Ethan Thomas at running back. Missing the 
playoffs doesn't sit well with the Colonels, so 
new coach Mark Elder was brought in to get 
them back there. 


COLGATE (PATRIOT CHAMP] 

DAYTON [PIONEER CHAMP] 

DUQUESNE (NORTHEAST CHAMP} 

EASTERN WASHINGTON (BIG SKY CHAMP] 
ILLINOIS STATE [AT-LARGE BID) 
JACKSONVILLE STATE (OHIO VALLEY CHAMP] 
JAMES MADISON [AT-LARGE BID) 

MCNEESE STATE [AT-LARGE BID) 

MONTANA (AT-LARGE BID) 

NORTH DAKOTA [AT-LARGE BID} 

NORTH DAKOTA STATE [MISSOURI VALLEY CHAMP} 
NORTHERN IOWA [AT-LARGE BID] 
PORTLAND STATE (AT-LARGE BID) 
RICHMOND (CAA CHAMP} 

SAM HOUSTON STATE (SOUTHLAND CHAMP) 
SOUTH DAKOTA STATE [AT-LARGE BID) 

THE CITADEL [AT-LARGE BID} 

TOWSON [AT-LARGE BID) 

VILLANOVA [AT-LARGE BID) 

WESTERN ILLINOIS [AT-LARGE BID] 
WILLIAM & MARY (AT-LARGE BID) 
YOUNGSTOWN STATE [AT-LARGE BID) 
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. Indiana 

. Kentucky 

. Vanderbilt 

. Appalachian State 
. NC State 

. Minnesota 

. Colorado 

. Missouri 

. South Carolina 

. Wake Forest 

. Boston College 

. Maryland 

. Navy 

. Southern Miss 

. Western Michigan 
. Middle Tennessee 
. lowa State 

. Virginia 

. Marshall 

. Illinois 

. Syracuse 

. WKU 

. UConn 

. Arkansas State 

. Toledo 

. Northern Illinois 
. Georgia Southern 
. Utah State 

. Memphis 

. Tulsa 

. Louisiana Tech 

. Nevada 

. Rutgers 

. Central Michigan 
. Colorado State 

. Oregon State 

. Ohio 

. UTEP 

. New Mexico 

. East Carolina 

. Purdue 

. San Jose State 

. Bowling Green 

. Akron 

. Kansas 


1. Alabama 
Florida State 
Ohio State 
Clemson 
Michigan 
Oklahoma 
Tennessee 
Notre Dame 

. LSU 

10. Ole Miss 

11. Washington 
12. Stanford 

13. Michigan State 
14. Baylor 

15. UCLA 

16, Houston 

17. Georgia 

18. TCU 

19. Louisville 

20. lowa 

21. Florida 

22. North Carolina 
23. USC 

24. Oregon 

25. Oklahoma State 
26. Arkansas 

27. Miami 

28. Texas A&M 

29. Virginia Tech 
30. Washington State 
31. Nebraska 

32. Utah 

33. Wisconsin 

34. Boise State 
35, Auburn 

36. San Diego State 
37. USF 

38. Pittsburgh 

39. Penn State 

40. West Virginia 
41. Mississippi State 
42. Texas Tech 

43. Texas 

44. Northwestern 
45. Arizona State 
46. BYU 

47. Kansas State 
48. Georgia Tech 
49. California 

50. Arizona 

51. Air Force 
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54. Cincinnati 


. Old Dominion 
. FIU 

. UNLV 

. UL Lafayette 
. Fresno State 


109. Rice 
. Georgia State 

. Army 

. Miami (Ohio) 

. Buffalo 

. Wyoming 

. South Alabama 

. Ball State 

. Tulane 

. Kent State 

. Idaho 

. New Mexico State 
. Hawaii 

. Texas State 

. UTSA 

. Eastern Michigan 
. Charlotte 

. ULM 

. UMass 

. North Texas 
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Alabama, Ole Miss 


MOLD KILLING Introducing Mold Killing Primer. A breakthrough primer that kills mold and primes at the 
PRIMER same time. Allowing you to paint directly over mold, mildew and odor causing bacteria. 


The newest innovation from Zinsser. Mold Killing Primer. 


ACC 


LTR SVS 


PREVIEW 


DESHAUN WATSON 


2015 BOWL RESULTS 


National Championship Game: Alabama 45, Clemson 40 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


ATLANTIC COASTAL 


FLORIDA STATE NORTH CAROLINA 

SEMINOLES TAR HEELS Orange Bowl: Clemson 37, Oklahoma 17 

12-1, 7-1 ACC 9-4, 6-2 ACC Peach Bowl: Houston 38, Florida State 24 

CLEMSON MIAMI Russell Athletic Bem Bayior 49, North Carolina 38 

TIGERS HURRICANES Belk Bowl: Mississippi State 51, NC State 28 

11-1, 7-1 ACC 8-4, 5-3 ACC Music City Bowl: Louisville 27, Texas A&M 21 
Pinstripe Bowl: Duke 44, Indiana 41 

LOUISVILLE VIRGINIA TECH : : = iar 

CARDINALS HOKIES Sun Bowl: Washington State 20, Miami Fla.) 14 

9-3, 5-3 ACC 8-4, 5-3 ACC Independence Bowl: Virginia Tech 55, Tulsa 52 


Military Bowl: Navy 44, Pittsburgh 28 


WOLFPACK PANTHERS 
6-6, $5 ACC 7-5, 6-4 ACC 2016 BOWL PROJECTIONS 
WAKE FOREST GEO RG IATE Fiesta Bowl (CFP): Florida State vs. Ohio State 
DEMON DEACONS YELLOW WACKETS Peach Bowl (CFP): Clemson vs. Alabama 
6-6, 3-5 ACC 6-6, 3-5 Orange Bowl: Louisville vs. Notre Dame 
BOSTON COLLEGE DUKE Belk Bowl: aclu Salle Sees aes 
EAGLES BLUE DEVILS Russell Athletic Bowl: Miami vs. TCU 
6-6, 2-6 ACC 5-7,3 TaxSlayer Bowl: Virginia Tech vs. Florida 
Pinstripe Bowl: Pittsburgh vs. Nebraska 
ORANGE CAVALIERS St. Petersburg Bowl: Georgia Tech vs. Cincinnati 
4-8, 2-6 ACC 3-9, 1-7 ACC Sun Bowl: NC State vs. Utah 
Independence Bowl: Wake Forest vs. Arizona State 
ACC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME: FLORIDA STATE OVER NORTH CAROLINA Military Bowl: Boston College vs. Temple 


48 ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2016 


Watson; Tom DiPace; Cook: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 


2015 ACC STANDINGS & 


ATLANTIC ACC OVERALL COASTAL 


Clemson 8-0 14-0 
Florida State 6-2 10-3 
Louisville 5-3 8-5 
NC State 3-5 7-6 
Syracuse 2-6 4-8 


Wake Forest 1-7 3-9 
Boston College 0-8 3-9 


RECRUITING 
BY SCHOOL 
1. Florida State | BOSTON COLLEGE 
2. Clemson a 
. Miami 
: ohne FLORIDA STATE 
5, Duke GEORGIA TECH 
; é LOUISVILLE 
6. North Carolina MIAMI 
7. Louisville NORTH CAROLINA 
8. Virginia Tech NC STATE 
9. NC State PITTSBURGH 
10. Wake Forest SYRACUSE 
11. Georgia Tech VIRGINIA 
12. Virginia VIRGINIA TECH 
13. Syracuse WAKE FOREST 


14. Boston College 
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FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 


QB Deshaun Watson 6-2 210 Sr. 
RB Dalvin Cook 5-11 206 Jr. 
RB Wayne Gallman 6-1 215 Sr. 
WR Isaiah Ford 6-2 190 Sr. 


WR Mike Williams 6-4 «220 sSr. 
TE Jordan Leggett 6-5 «255 Sr. 

C Jay Guillermo 6-3 325) Sr. 
OL Adam Bisnowaty 6-6 «6300 Sr. 


OL Mitch Hyatt 6-5 295 = So. 


OL Dorian Johnson 6-5 300 Sr. 
OL Roderick Johnson 6-7 307 sr. 
AP Artavis Scott 5-11 190 Jr. 


FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Al-Quadin Muhammad 6-4 250 Jr. 
DL Ejuan Price 6-0 250 Sr. 
DL OeMarcusWalker 6-3 273 Sr. 
DL Carlos Watkins 6-3 300 Sr. 
LB Ben Boulware 6-0 240 Sr. 
LB  Devonte Fields 6-4 245° Sr 
LB Keith Kelsey 6-1 236 Sr. 
CB  Cordrea Tankersley 6-1 195 Sr. 
CB Marquez White 6-0 181 Sr. 


S$  Derwin James 6-1 213 So. 
§ Jordan Whitehead 5-11 185 So. 


FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K Greg Huegel 
P Justin Vogel 6-4 210 Sr. 

KR DeVon Edwards 5-9 180 Sr. 

PR — Ryan Switzer 5-10 185 Sr. 


SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 


QB Brad Kaaya 6-4 210 Jr 
RB James Conner 6-2 240 Jr. 
RB Elijah Hood 6-0 220) Sr. 


WR Mack Hollins 6-4 210 Sr. 
WR Travis Rudolph 6-1 189 Sr. 
TE Bucky Hodges 6-7 245 Sr. 

C Lucas Crowley 6-3 290 Sr. 


OL  Geron Christian 6-6 320 So. 


OL Tyrone Crowder 6-2 330) Jr. 
OL Jon Heck 6-7 300 Sr. 
OL Caleb Peterson 6-5 300 Sr. 
AP Jaylen Samuels 5-11 223 Sr. 


SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 


DL Ken Ekanem 6-3 255 Sr. 
DL Harold Landry 6-3 245 Sr. 
DL Josh Sweat 6-5 236 So. 
DL Christian Wilkins 6-4 315 So. 
LB Micah Kiser 6-2 240 Sr 
LB Marquel Lee 6-3 235 Sr. 
LB Matt Milano 6-1 218 Sr. 


CB Des Lawrence 6-1 185 Sr. 
CB MJ. Stewart 5-11 200 Jr. 
S Quin Blanding 6-2 205 Jr. 
§ Josh Harvey-Clemons 6-5 230 Sr. 


5-11 185 So. 


Clemson 
Florida State 
Clemson 
Virginia Tech 
Clemson 
Clemson 
Clemson 
Pittsburgh 
Clemson 
Pittsburgh 
Florida State 
Clemson 


Miami 
Pittsburgh 
Florida State 
Clemson 
Clemson 
Louisville 
Louisville 
Clemson 
Florida State 
Florida State 
Pittsburgh 


Clemson 
Miami 

Duke 

North Carolina 


Miami 
Pittsburgh 
North Carolina 
North Carolina 
Florida State 
Virginia Tech 
North Carolina 
Louisville 
Clemson 
North Carolina 
North Carolina 
NC State 


Virginia Tech 
Boston College 
Florida State 
Clemson 
Virginia 

Wake Forest 
Boston College 
North Carolina 
North Carolina 
Virginia 
Louisville 


SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 


K Michael Badgley 5-10 175 Jr. 
P Nicholas Conte 6-3 225 Jr. 
KR Artavis Scott 5-11 190 Jr. 
PR Brisly Estime 5-9 182 Sr. 


Miami 
Virginia 
Clemson 
Syracuse 
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NATIONAL FORECAST: 65 * ACC ATLANTIC PREDICTION: 6 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 2-6 ACC 


 - 


OFFENSE The math on this isn’t difficult. When you have the top 
TEAM INFORMATION defense in the country in yards allowed per game and still finish 3-9, 
ey | your offense is a problem area. There is some reasonable expectation for 
oe a | improvement under new coordinator Scot Loeffler, who most recently 
Offensive Coordinator: Scot Loeffler | held down those duties at Virginia Tech. But he has his work cut out 
Defensive Coordinator: Jim Reid for him. 
Chestnut Hill, MA © Alumni Stadium (44,500) | © For the second time in three years, the Eagles will likely start a grad- 
uate transfer at quarterback in former Kentucky signal caller Patrick 
2016 SCHEDULE Towles. With the Wildcats, Towles played 28 games and completed 
Sent. 3. vs, Georgia Tech # 427-of-759 passes for 5,099 yards and 24 touchdowns with 24 inter- 
ce 10 Bernie aor ceptions. He'll likely get the job over Darius Wade and John Fadule, 
Sept. 17. at Virginia Tech | both of whom saw playing time last year. 


Head Coach: Steve Addazio | 


Sept. 24 Wagner The hope is that the return of a healthy Jon Hilliman gives a boost 

Oct. 1 Buffalo to the running game. Hilliman broke his foot early last year, and his 

Oct. 7 Clemson | replacement, Myles Willis, is also back. But for a program that prides |MATTMILANO 

Oct. 22 Syracuse | itself on its rushing attack under coach Steve Addazio, BC mes ¥ 


“lL know almost’ usually gets coaches fired, but 


Oct. 29 at NC State | needs to improve upon its 3.9 yards per carry average fr 
P Peet y as Y ea look how many games they lost by three points 


Nov. 5 Louisville lasharason 
: oe The major source of improvement must come from the of- 
Nov. 26 at Wake Forest | fensive line, however, which returned no starters last year and 
‘Oubln tang) Struggled with youth and inexperience. With three starters 
| back, expect at least some progress. If the pass blocking takes DEPTH CHART 


or seven points against good teams.” 


— An opposing ACC assistant coach 


2015 RESULTS | _astep forward, the offense will too. OFFENSE (6) 
FINAL RECORD: 3-9, 0-8 | DEFENSE Under Don Brown, the Eagles’ defense consis- Thadd Smith (Jc) 37 Michael Walker (So. 
Sept. § Maine W 2-3 tently put up excellent numbers and kept the team in games. poate ae a i ie bytes re ,; 
Sept. 12 Howard w 76-9 | Now, with Brown off to Michigan, the Eagles turn to new por bead (Sr) 55 Wht Kp ha (Sol 
Sept. 18 Florida State L 0-14 | coordinator Jim Reid to replicate that output. Luckily, he has ‘Jon Baker (Jr) f Jet Rich ti : 
Sept. 26 Northern Illinois  W 17-14 a wealth of experience and some solid performers to work Chris Lindstrom (So.) Ryan Conte (So) 
Oct. 3 at Duke L 74 | with. Aaron Monteiro [So.) Sam Schmal Ur.) 
Oct. 10 Wake Forest {03 | The front seven again should be one of the tops in the ACC. Tommy Sweeney (So.) 84 Jake Burt (So.) 
Oct. 17 at Clemson L 17-34 Starting on the line, junior defensive end Harold Landry Patrick Towles (Sr,] Darius Wade (So,} 
Be a ind : bis | was a four-star recruit who began to live up to his billing as a Jon Hilliman (So.) Myles Willis (Sr. 
lin. 7 eek | g.2¢ | Sophomore. He had 4.5 sacks and 15.5 tackles for a loss and Bobby Wolford (Sr.) Richard Wilson (So.] 
Nov. 21 vs. Notre Dame # | 16-19 | Will be joined at end by promising sophomore Zach Allen. DEFENSE (6) 
Nov. 28 at Syracuse | 17-29 | Truman Gutapfel will anchor the middle at tackle. DE 8 Harold Landry (Jr.) Wyatt Ray (So.] 
mda The Eagles should be just as strong at linebacker as they | DT 97 Truman Gutapfel (Sr.) Ray Smith (So.) 
| are up front. Matt Milano is a terror off the edge on the | DT 94 Noa Merritt (Jr) Ray Smith {So.} 
TOP 10 RECRUITS outside, as he made a team-high 17.5 tackles for a loss last | DE 2 JachAllen{So.) Kevin Kavalec (Sr. 
year with 6.5 sacks. Look for Connor Strachan to take over | OLB 28 Matt Milano (Sr.) Kevin Bletzer (So. 
1. Ethan Tucky, LB, Delaware, 0H bis themndd eto steven Daniels MLB 13 Connor Strachan (Jr.) Mike Strizak (St) 
2. Anthony Brown, OB, Cliffwood, NJ | The secondary lost a good one in free safety Justin Sim- Beau (emanate ol lay 
3. Bryce Morais, DE, Loganville, GA | mons, but strong safety John Johnson returns and will be SD OA al chsh a 
4. Kobay White, WR Harsburg,PA |b ender in the back cod. Tuniors Kenan CB 5 Kamrin Moore (Jr) Gabriel MeClay (J 
| the leader in the back end. Juniors tin Moore and Isaac | 55 9 John Johnson(Sr.) 5 Kamrin Moore (Jr.) 


5. Ray Marten, TE, Belle Harbor, NY | Yiadom offer some good experience at cornerback. FS 41 William Harris (So.) 29 Atem Ntantang Ur) 
6. Shane Leonard, OL, Marshfield, MA | SPECIALISTS ‘Th. ral ti ks h : 
7. Sean Ragan, OL, Westbrough, MA | Saipan ph chs ig see ae to SPECIAL TEAMS 


8. Tom Kowalkoski, OL, Novi, MI ticularly who will end up taking hold of the placekicking K 99 Colton Lichtenberg [So.) KR 37 Michael Walker (So.) 


9. Elah Johnson, OL, Plymouth, MD duties. Colton Lichtenberg, who made 3-of-6 attempts last P Satchel Ziffer (Sr.} PR 18 Thadd Smith (Jr) 

10 Christian McStravick WR Katy Nn | «Year, may be that guy. Sherman Alston's transfer left a hole BOLD indicates returning starter 
j i. aoe at punt returner. 

2015 RANKINGS FINAL ANALYSIS By and large, the Addazio era in Chestnut Hill has 


| been a good one. His first two years pulled the pro out of a tail- | Passing: John Fadule, 73-38-454-4, 11D 

ena itm x ato | spin and produced back-to-back winning me “That said, after a 3-9 | Rushing: Jeff Smith, 71 att., 480 yds., 6 10s 

Pushiog: 4 bh pay 74 | mark in 2015, he has to be careful to make sure the bad momentum _| Receiving: Thadd Smith, 17 rec., 233 yds., 2 TDs 

Passing 111.2ypg 14108 doesn't snowball. There is turnover all over the staff, including the pro- erage! cei 5 

Total M5.6ypq 14 126 | gram’s third offensive coordinator in Addazio’s four years with the Ea- pat on plone F 

a na Eee! gles. That position, held by Loeffler, is really where the success ? d 

Scoring 183ppg 4 | Will be decided going forward. The Eagles have largely failed 

Rushing 82.8ypg 7 | to produce consistent passing offenses under Addazio, and a 

Passing 171.5 ypg 1 F one-dimensional attack won't cut it in the ACC 

Total 754.3ypg 1 1 | _ Injuries, youth and inexperience can partly be blamed for 

TORN PERG ALE NATIONAL | last year’s struggles. However, the Eagles are capable of a 
3 +025 6 4g | tebound season and bowl trip if the offense improves. 


Four BC quarterbacks threw 

at least 42 passes, three were 
freshmen, and none had a com- 
pletion rate higher than 52%. 
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CLEMSON TIGERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 4 * ACC ATLANTIC PREDICTION: 2 * PROJECTED RECORD: 11-1, 7-1 ACC 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Following offensive coordinator Chad Morris’ departure 


to become SMU’s head coach, Clemson's offense didn’t miss a beat un- 


om DiPace 


T 
' 


Head Coach: Dabo Swinney 
Record at School: 75-27 (7+ years} 
Career Record: 75-27 (7+ years} 


Offensive Coordinators: Tony Eliott, Jeff Scott --"N€r-up to Alabama. ‘The scary part? They could be even better this sea- 
Defensive Coordinators: Marion Hobby, | son. Clemson returns eight offensive starters, led by junior quarterback 
Brent Venables | Deshaun Watson. Watson, an elusive, dynamic run-pass threat with a 


Clemson, SC ¢ Clemson Memorial Stadium (81,500) | 


| der the watch of co-offensive coordinators Tony Elliott and Jeff Scott. 
| The Tigers averaged 38.5 points per game and finished as national run- 


big arm, finished third in the Heisman Trophy voting and became the 
first FBS player ever to pass for 4,000 yards and rush for 1,000 in the 
same season. He’s the key to Clemson's national title hopes. 


“The whole deal is the QB, | think they are solid, 
but [Deshaun] Watson is really what elevates them 
to the point where they can win a championship.” 


— An opposing ACC assistant coach 


Sept. 3 at Auburn The Tigers scored a major offseason victory when tailback Wayne 

Sept. 10 Troy | ik ee : A 

Sept. 17. South Carolina St | Gallman returned for his junior season. Gallman is a powerful, violent 

Sept. 22. at Georgia Tech , runner who emerged as a star last fall, rushing for 1,527 yards with 13 

Oct. 1 Louisville scores as one of the ACC’s best backs. A strong offensive line, led by . 
Oct. 7 at Boston College sophomore tackle Mitch Hyatt, will open plenty of holes for him. DESHAUN WATSON — 
Oct, 16 NC State Watson will throw to a deep receiving corps that will be ee 

Oct. 29 at Florida State even better with the return of Mike Williams, who had 

Nov. 5 Syracuse 1,030 yards as a sophomore but redshirted after suffering 

a \ dos : a broken bone in his neck in Clemson's opener. He'll be a 

ov. 19 at Wake Fores! sy sani ‘ 

Wie 28. South Carolina perfect complement to speedy junior Artavis Scott. 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 14-1, 8-0 


Sept. 5 Wofford W 49-10 | Draft departures — led by defensive ends Shaq Lawson and Artavis Scott (Jr.) Ray-Ray McCloud (So) 
Sept. 12 Appalachian State W 41-10 | Keyin Dodd and cornerback Mackensie Alexander — re- es s ee secret’ ; rst a (So) 
Sept. 17 at Louisville W 2-17 | beating that production would be a feat. Senior defensive thal : mifecaes 
= 2 seit . hy | eg He Watkins and emerging star Christian Wilkins tn Hs plang “4 peal 
Det 17 Boston College W 3¢17_ Will hold down the middle, and freshman defensive tackle | “¢ 57 JayGuiterma(Sr.) 50 usin Falinel (So) 
Oct. 24 at Miami Wo 50 | Dexter Lawrence, the nation’s No. 2 overall recruit, will make | pg 55 Tyrone Crowder Ur.) 69. Maverick Morris Ur) 
Oct. 31 atNC State W. 56-41. | an impact. Untested defensive ends Austin Bryant and Rich- | RT 63. Jake fruhmorgen (So) Sean Pollard (Fr) 
Nov. 7 Florida State W 23-13 | ard Yeargin must prove they're ready for front-line action. TE 16 Jordan Leggett (Sr.) 80 Milan Richard [Fr.) 
Nov. 14 at Syracuse W 37-27 Senior Ben Boulware is Clemson's leading returning tack- | QB 4 DeshaunWatson(Jr.) 2 Kelly Bryant (So, 
Nov. 21 Wake Forest W 33-13 | ler with 82. He is a fiery, intense competitor who'll be the | RB 9% WayneGallman(Jr.) — 26 Adam Choice (So. 
Nov, 28 at South Carolina W 37-32 | heart of the Tigers’ linebacker corps and the defense as a | DEFENSE (4) 
ri “ ‘ lea “ oh | whole. Coaches love middle linebacker Kendall Joseph’s | DE 91 Austin Bryant So.) 99 Clelin Ferrell (Ft) 
i . . nites : ye | potential. DT 94 Carlos Watkins (Sr.) 56 Scott Pagano (Jr.) 
; "Waste %Orange Bow: CF Payot Beyond All-ACC-caliber senior cornerback Cordrea | OT 42 Christian Wilkins [So Dexter Lawrence (Fr) 
Semifinal #CFB Charpinshig, “ankersley, there are serious questions in the secondary, a ag ‘ ae itt nt 5 psd pasa 
group that gave up multiple big plays in 2015. Mark Fields riled bah TTS Ua 
TOP 10 RECRUITS | Sarid Ryan Carterake Pg Rd . start across from Tank- | MLB 34 Kendall Joseph (So.) Tre Lamar (Fr) 
I. Dexter Lawrence, DT, Wake Forest, NC ersley, and both must make the leap from trusted reserve to Lites us ares (sr) — aa ee 
: ee tiieeee SC starter, The departures of starting safeties Jayron Kearse and |g 94 Mark Fields (So) hoe 0 hone Edmond (Jr) 
i ava Mullen, 0B, mee Beach, FL | TJ. Green to the NFL hurt. Senior Jadar Johnson will get a S 18 Jadar Johnson (Sr) 19. Tanner Muse (Fr) 
5, Shaq Smith, 1, Towson, MD | chance to shine in a starting safety role, but this group over- S 23 Van Smith (So,) 31 Ryan Carter (Jr. 
6, Xaver Kelly, DE, Wichita, KS | all could give Venables some heartburn this fall. SPECIAL TEAMS 
7. Cornell Powell, WR, Greenville, NC | SPECIALISTS Greg Huegel came up huge to begin 2015 K 92. Greg Hueget (So.) KR 3. Artavis Scott (Jr) 
8. John Simpson, 0G, North Charleston, SC after being thrown into the fire following senior Ammon P 32 Andy Teasdall (Sr.} PR 3 Artavis Scott (Jr] 


9. Diondre Overton, WR, Greensboro, NC 
10. T.J. Chase, WR, Plant City, FL 


2015 RANKINGS 


PERGAME ACC NATIONAL | 


_ Lakip’s DUI and cocaine possession-related suspension. The 
| freshman made 27-of-32 field goals, including 21-of-22 


OFFENSE yards per kick. Scott has major potential as a speedy kick returner. 
Rin et es : is FINAL ANALYSIS Coming off its best season since 1981, Clemson 
Passing 1915 ot 73~|Chas shaken labels like “soft” and “not clutch” that were remnants of the 
Total 514599 1 Tommy Bowden era. The Tigers are tough, deep and talented, and with 
ca TG ke | Watson leading a potent offense, they have the ingredients to 
Scoring 2.7 ppg 24, | make sure 2015 wasn't a fluke. Can Venables mold another 
Rushing 1253ypg 3 8 | inexperienced defense into a winning unit? If so, this group Clemson is 17-2 when Deshaun 
Passing 187.7 ypg 2 y | will challenge for another ACC title and College Football 
Total 33.0ypg 2 19 | Playoff berth. The biggest concern is a trip to Florida State 
‘MAM PEROANE AGE Wana «08 Oct. 29, but Watson and a potent offense could be good 
1 0 «11 83 enough to overcome a less talented defense. 


DEFENSE A year ago, Brent Venables lost nine starters 
from the nation’s No. 1 defense and forged a unit that still DEPTH CHART 
finished No. 10 nationally. Following a major round of NFL | OFFENSE (8) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Deshaun Watson, 491-333-4,104-13, 36 TOs 
Rushing: Wayne Gallman, 283 att.. 1,527 yds., 13 TOs 
Receiving: Artavis Scott, 93 rec., 901 yds., 6 TOs 
Tackles: Ben Boulware, 44 

Sacks: Ben Boulware, 3,5; Carlos Watkins, 3.5 
Interceptions: Cordrea Tankersley, § 


from 40 yards and in. Punter Andy Teasdall was up-and- 
down but landed 23 punts inside the opponent's 20 and averaged 39.5 


Watson is the primary QB, a 0.895 
win percentage. The Tigers [like- 
ly) have him for one more year. 
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re 


Head Coach: Jimbo Fisher 

Record at School: 68-14 (6 years} 
Career Record: 68-14 (6 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Randy Sanders 
Defensive Coordinator: Charles Kelly 


Tallahassee, FL © Doak Campbell Stadium (82.300), 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. § 


vs. Ole Miss # 
Charleston Southern 
at Louisville 

at South Florida 
North Carolina 
at Miami 

Wake Forest 
Clemson 

at NC State 
Boston College 
at Syracuse 
Florida 


SQstando, FL} 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: (10-3, 6-2) 


Texas State W 59-16 | 
South Florida W 34-14 | 
at Boston College W 14-0 | 
at Wake Forest W 26-16 | 
Miami W 29-24 | 
Louisville W 41-21 | 
at Georgia Tech L 16-22 | 
Syracuse Wo 45-21 | 
at Clemson L 13-23 | 
NC State W 34-17 | 
Chattanooga W 52-13 | 
at Florida W 27-2 | 
vs. Houston # L 24-38 | 

Peach Bo | 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Levonta Taylor, OB, Virginia Beach, VA 
2. Landon Dickerson, OT, Hickory, NC 

3. Baveon Johnson, OL, Lakeland, FL 

4. Malik Henry, OB, Inglewood, CA 

5. Brian Burns, DE, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

6. Janarius Robinson, DE, Panama City, FL | 


7. Shavar Manuel, DT, Tampa, FL 


8. Dontavious Jackson, LB, Houston, TX 
9. Keith Gavin, WR, Crawfordville, FL 


10. Carlos Becker, CB, Kissimmee, FL 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE  PERGAME ACC —ATIONAL | 
Scoring 31.7 ppg 4 47 
Rushing 168.2ypg 8 69 
Passing 255.8 ypg = 4 38 
Total 424.0ypg 4 51 
DEFENSE © PERGAME ACC —_NATIONAL 
Scoring  I75ppg 2 | 
Rushing 145.3 ypg = 4 37 
Passing 191.6ypg «5 a 
Total 336.9 ypg 4 9 | 
TOMARGIN PERGAME ACC NATIONAL | 

0 0.00 7 66 

52 


FLORIDA STATE SEMINOLES 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 2 ¢ ACC ATLANTIC PREDICTION: | * PROJECTED RECORD: 12-1, 7-1 ACC 


OFFENSE During a remarkable sophomore campaign, tailback Dal- 
TEAM IN FORMATION) vin Cook established new FSU records for rushing yards (1,691) and 
| all-purpose yards (1,935) in a season. He averaged 7.4 yards per carry 
| and 140.9 yards per game. What made Cook’s performance even more 
| impressive were the circumstances. Not only did he play through ham- 
| string and ankle injuries that caused him to miss one game and parts 
of others, but he also was running behind an inconsistent and inju- 
ry-plagued offensive line. FSU’s inability to establish a vertical passing 

game also allowed opposing defenses to crowd the line of scrimmage. 

| ‘The offensive line should be much improved with seven players re- 
| turning with starting experience, including All-America candidate 
| Roderick Johnson at left tackle, and the wide receiver group is deep 
and talented. The biggest question mark is at quarterback, where senior 
| Sean Maguire returns but will be pushed by a pair of talented under- 
classmen — redshirt freshman Deondre Francois and true freshman 


Malik Henry — who were very impressive in spring drills. 
DEFENSE After recording career highs with 58 tackles, 15 
tackles for a loss and 10.5 sacks, DeMarcus Walker flirted 


| with a jump to the NFL before returning for his senior year. 
| That decision gives the Seminoles an elite pair of defensive 


ends, with Walker on one side and sophomore Josh Sweat, a 
former five-star recruit, on the other. 
FSU must replace All-America cornerback Jalen Ramsey, 


| but the Seminoles have recruited so well in the secondary 


that it shouldn't be much of a concern. Senior Marquez 
White returns at one corner, and much-hyped sophomores 


| Tarvarus McFadden and Marcus Lewis are battling it out 
| for the other. The rest of the secondary is filled with expe- 


rienced players, including senior Nate Andrews, junior Trey 
Marshall and super sophomore Derwin James. 

If there is one area of concern on a defense that ranked No. 
9 nationally in scoring defense (17.5 ppg) last season, it’s 
at linebacker, where FSU lost seniors Reggie Northrup and 
Terrance Smith. Projected starters Matthew Thomas and 


| Ro'Derrick Hoskins are talented, but Thomas has yet to play 


a full season of college football. He was suspended for half of 
the 2014 season and was ineligible for all of 2015. 


SPECIALISTS ‘The Seminoles have major holes to fill here 


| as All-America placekicker Roberto Aguayo bolted early for 
_ the NFL and four-year starting punter Cason Beatty grad- 
_ uated. Aguayo’s younger brother, Ricky, enrolled in January 
| and should take over field goals and kickoffs. Fellow fresh- 
| man Logan Tyler is expected to win the punting job. 


| FINAL ANALYSIS To understand just how much talent 


Jimbo Fisher has ushered into Florida State’s locker room 


| during the first six years of his tenure, one needs only con- 
| sider this simple fact: The Seminoles are coming off of a 


rebuilding year that saw them go 10-3 and earn a coveted 
spot in a New Year's Six bowl. Did we mention that it was 
a rebuilding year? 


Despite losing No. 1 overall NFL draft pick Jameis Winston at quar- 
terback and another dozen starters, the Seminoles reached double-dig- 
_ it wins for the fifth time in six years and once again swept rivals Florida 
and Miami. Now, FSU appears to have the experience to go with that 
| talent. Florida State returns nine starters on offense and six on defense. 
| They even bring back several key reserves who have started 

games in the past. 


‘The schedule won't necessarily be easy, but the always-cru- 


| cial ACC Atlantic Division battle against Clemson will be 
| played in Tallahassee. The winner of that game has advanced 
| to the College Football Playoff in both of its first two years 
| of existence. 
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DALVIN C coi 


ay 


il ss 


“Dalvin Cook shoul make arun for the Heisman; 
and Travis Rudolph is one of the better receivers 


in the country.” 


— An opposing ACC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (9) 
Travis Rudolph (Jr.) 
Jesus Wilson (Sr.) 
Roderick Johnson (Jr.) 
Kareem Are (Sr.) 
Alec Eberle (So.) 
Wilson Bell (Jr.) 
Brock Ruble (So.] 
Ryan Izzo (So.) 
Deondre Francois (Fr.) 
Dalvin Cook (Jr.) 
Freddie Stevenson (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (6) 
DE 9 Josh Sweat (So.) 
DT 91. Derrick Nnadi (Jr.) 
DT 90 Demarcus Christmas (So.) 
DE 44 DeMarcus Walker (Sr.) 
LB 18 RoDerrick Hoskins (Jr.] 
LB 6 Matthew Thomas [Ur 
STAR 20 Trey Marshall (Jr.) 
CB 27 Marquez White (Sr.) 
CB 15 Tarvarus McFadden (So.} 
SS 3 Derwin James (So.) 
FS 29 Nate Andrews (Sr.] 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 23. Ricky Aguayo [Fr] 
P Logan Tyler [Fr.) 


13 Ja'Vonn Harrison (Jr) 
8 Kermit Whitfield (Sr.) 
62. Ethan Frith (So.) 

70 Cole Minshew (Fr.) 
57 Corey Martinez (So.] 
70 Cole Minshew (Ft.) 
98 Rick Leonard [Jr.) 
88 Mavin Saunders (So.) 
10 Sean Maguire [Sr.] 
9 Jacques Patrick (So.] 
33. Colton Plante (So.) 


16 Jacob Pugh Ur.) 


55 Fredrick Jones (So.) 

12. Arthur Williams [So.} 
Brian Burns (Fr) 

51 Josh Brown (Fr.) 

30 Sh’Mar Kilby-Lane (So.) 

13 Marcus Lewis (So.] 
Levonta Taylor (Fr.) 

13 Marcus Lewis (So.) 

10 Calvin Brewton (So.) 

19 A.J. Westbrook (So.) 


KR 8 Kermit Whitfield (Sr) 
PR 3. Jesus Wilson (Sr) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


Passing: Sean Maguire, 189-112-1,520-6, 11 TDs 
Rushing: Dalvin Cook, 229 att., 1.691 yds., 19 TDs 
Receiving: Travis Rudolph, 59 rec., 916 yds., 7 TDs 
Tackles: Derwin James, 91 

Sacks: DeMarcus Walker, 10.5 


Interceptions: Three players tied with 1 


STAT CORNER 


Only one power conference rush- 
er had 13 carries of at least 30 
yards in 2015: Dalvin Cook. And 
he did it with a bad hamstring. 


DiPace 


Tom 


LOUISVILLE CARDINALS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 19 « ACC ATLANTIC PREDICTION: 3 * PROJECTED RECORD: 9-3, 5-3 ACC 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE A surprising trend of winning with defense during the 


Head Coach: Bobby Petrino '_ second Bobby Petrino era should end. So should two seasons of revolv- 
Record at hea 58-18 (6 years | ing quarterbacks. Lamar Jackson showed Kentucky and Texas A&M 
Career Record: 100-39 (11 years} | his game-breaking skills to close last season. He improved his accuracy 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: Lonnie Galloway, | and decision-making during the spring. Jackson led the Cards in pass- 
Chris Klenikas ing and rushing last season and elevated himself to a fringe Heisman 
Defensive Coordinator: Todd Grantham | candidate with 227 yards passing, 226 rushing and four touchdowns 
Louisville, KY * Papa John’s Cardinal Stadium (65,000); (two rushing, two passing) during a Music City Bowl victory. 


Petrino is comfortable with Jackson's running skills but would be 
2016 SCHEDULE a 


more comfortable if he took fewer hits. The top three running backs — 


Sept. 1 Charlotte | Brandon Radcliff, Jeremy Smith and L.J. Scott — return, along with 
Sept. 9 at Syracuse every important receiver and tight end. Jamari Staples averaged better 
Sept. 17 Florida State than 17 yards per catch last season and emerged as the top deep threat. 
Sept. 24. at Marshall James Quick looked comfortable after moving into the slot. 
ee } eee All eyes remain on the offensive line, which too often struggled with 
Oct. 22. NC State run or pass-blocking last season. One reason was inexpe- 
Oct. 29 at Virginia rience. The Cards relied on two true freshmen as well as a 
Nov. § at Boston College junior college transfer. Sophomores Geron Christian and 
Nov. 12 Wake Forest Kenny Thomas, both 6'6" and 320 pounds, are determined 
Nov. 17 at Houston to eliminate their first-year mistakes. Four starters return, 
Nov. 26 Kentucky __ and offensive line coach Chris Klenakis has been elevated to 


co-offensive coordinator. 


DEFENSE ‘The four best recruits that Louisville secured 
were the four players on Todd Grantham's defense who con- 


2015 RESULTS | 


FINAL RECORD: 8-5, 5-3 WR 2 


Sept. 5 vs. Auburn % L 2-31 | sidered entering the 2016 NFL Draft but chose to return for | WR 17 James Quick (Sr.) 87 Jaylen Smith (So.) 
Sept. 12 Houston L 31-84 4 final college season. WR 7 Reggie Bonnafon (Jr) 9 Traveon Samuel (So.] 
Sept. 17 Clemson L 7-20} The group includes three of the unit's top four tacklers | 17 74 Geron Christian (So.) 60. Tyler Haycraft (Fr. 
Sept. 26 Samford W 45-3 | _— tinebackers Keith Kelsey and Devonte Fields as well as LG 56 Kiola Mahoni (J) 50 Khalil Hunter (Sr.) 
Oct. 3 atNC State W 20-13 | . = Tackle DeAngelo B C 61 Tobijah Hughley (Sr.) 63 Nathan Scheler (So.) 
Oct. 17 at Florida State L 21-41 | free safety Josh Harvey Clemons. aoe : BO roma RG 79 Kenny Thomas (So.) 71 Chandler Jones (Fr.) 
Oct. 24 Boston College  W 17-14 . Should replace NFL Draft pick Sheldon Rankins as the pri- | pt 72 Lukayus McNeil So.) 70. Toriano Roundtree (So. 
Oct. 30 atWake Forest © W 20-19 | mary run stuffer. They're all full-sized hitters with consider- | TE 1g Cole Hikutini (Sr) 89 Keith Towbridge (Sr.) 
Nov. 7 Syracuse W 41-17 | able experience. QB 8 LamarJackson(So.) 14 Kyle Bolin (Jr) 
Nov. 14 Virginia W 38-31 | ‘This remains a unit that feasts on turnovers, snatching 17 RB 23 Brandon Radcliff (Sr.) 34 Jeremy Smith Ur.) 
Nov. 21 at Pittsburgh L 34-45 | interceptions and grabbing nine fumbles. The most dynamic DEFENSE (8) 
Nov. 28 at Kentucky W 38-24 | playmaker in the group is Fields. He needed nearly half the | pe 14 drew Bailey (Sr. 93. Chris Williams (Jr) 
Dec. 30 vs.TexasA&M# = W 27-21 | season to return to the form that made him the Big 12 De- | NT 97 DeAngeloBrown(Sr.) 95 Kyle Shortridge (Jr.) 

‘lena #Musc Oy Po | Fensive Player of the Year at TCU in 2012, delivering all but | DE 90 Johnny Richardson Ur) 94 6.6. Robinson (F. 
TOP 10 RECRUITS 2.5 of his 11.0 sacks in the final four games. OLB 91 Trevon Young (Sr.) 96 Henry Famurewa [So.) 

} A * ; ILB 55 Keith Kelsey (Sr.) 42. Isaac Stewart (So.) 

1. Jawon Pass, OB, Columbus, GA | SPECIALISTS John Wallace, the most prolific kicker in ILE. 52 Stacy Thomas Uk) 53. Amonte Caban (Fr) 
2. Desmond Fitzpatrick, WR, Farmington Hills, Ml school history, has departed. So has Josh Appleby, a depend- OLB 92 soe Fields (sr) 99 James Hears In) 
3. London lakopo, S, Santa Ana, CA | able punter. Mason King, a homegrown redshirt freshman, | Cg 45 Trumaine Washington (Jr. 10. Jaire Alexander [So.] 
4, Chris Taytor-Yamanoha, ATH, Rohnert Park, CA) showed a powerful leg as a punter at St. Xavier High School. | ¢g 6 Shaq Wiggins Ur.) 3. Cornelius Sturghill [So.) 
5. P.J. Blue, LB, Jamison, AL | Four placekickers who played high school football in Ken- | $5 25 JoshHarvey-Clemons(Sr.) 5 Khane Pass (Fr) 
6. Seth Dawkins, ATH, Columbus, OH tucky will continue their fight to replace Wallace into fall FS 22 Chucky Williams (Jr.) 11 Dee Smith (So.) 
7, Ronald Walker, CB, Byram, MS* _ camp. Jaire Alexander showed solid hands and the ability to | SpECIAL TEAMS 
8. Lamarques Thomas, S, Clinton.MS | change directions returning punts. Traveon Samuel, just 5'7", K 36 Evan O'Hara (So) KR 9 Traveon Samuel ($0. 
9. Caleb Tillman, OT, Dothan, AL | can hide behind blockers and find creases returning kickoffs. P 29 Mason King (Fr) PR 10 Jaire Alexander (So.} 


JEL Rene TVSneeN ese | FINAL ANALYSIS his is the season Louisville expects to 
“junior callege transfer | score and win the way the Cardinals scored and won during 


2015 RANKINGS | Petrino’s first four-year run at the program. The difference is those 


teams played in Conference USA and the Big East while this team 


scaing 787 990 “4 ta competes in the Atlantic Division of the ACC and faces Clemson 
2 Rushing 171.0 yg? mM | (away) and Florida State (home) during its first five games. There is 
o Passing 245.1ypg 6 bb also a daunting November trip to Houston, which won at Papa John’s 
pe Total 416. ypg 8 54 | Cardinal Stadium in 2015. After Jackson emerged as a formidable 
2 aR AGM ME. mms |  qeaeezback during the final two games in 2015, and with 
< Scoring 24.1 ppg 4 39 | the four veteran playmakers as well as Grantham returning 
5 Rushing 120-2ypg 2 14 | on defense, this is a team that should flirt with 10 wins in 
g Passing 212.5ypg (10 I 2016. There are proven veterans at nearly every position. If 
- Total 932.8 ypg 3 1g the offensive line makes the expected jump to upgrade the 
G TOMAROIN PERGAME Ace NATOAL XUNNIng game, Louisville could surprise either Clemson or 
8 J 008 9 15 Florida State. 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (8) 


LAMAR JACKSON 


“The whole key for them was getting Lamar 
Jackson on the field, and his legs really gave 
them some juice at the quarterback position.” 


— An opposing ACC assistant coach 


Jamari Staples (Sr.) 19 Ja'Quay Savage (Jr.] 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Lamar Jackson, 247-135-1,840-8, 12 TDs 
Rushing: Lamar Jackson, 163 att., 960 yds.. 11 TDs 
Receiving: James Quick, 39 rec., 624 yds., § TDs 
Tackles: Keith Kelsey, 107 

Sacks: Devonte Fields, 11 

Interceptions: Trumaine Washington, 4 


Lamar Jackson both threw and 
rushed for 100 yards in five 
games as a freshman. He threw 
for 200 and rushed for 100 twice. 
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©) NC STATE WOLFPACK 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 59 » ACC ATLANTIC PREDICTION: 4 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 3-5 ACC 


OFFENSE NC State has questions at quarterback and the offensive 
TEAM INFORMATION line but has a good stockpile of versatile running backs. Matt Dayes 


Head Peach: Dave Ooeren and Jaylen Samuels, who is officially a tight end, combined to score 28 


Record at School: 18-20 (3 years} 


Career Record: 41-24 (5 years] touchdowns last season. ‘ 
Offensive Coordinator: Eliah Drinkwitz Dayes was on track to become the program's first 1,000-yard rusher 
Defensive Coordinator: Dave Huxtable © | since 2002 before a foot injury sidelined him for the final five games, 


Raleigh, NC # Carter-Finley Stadium (57,583) | leaving him with 865 yards. The addition of redshirt freshman Johnny 
| Frasier should take some pressure off Dayes and add a power element 

2016 SCHEDULE feeenaeres 

Sent. 1 Wiliam 2 The skill players will have to help sophomore Jalan McClendon, who 

24 0 piang pees steps in for two-year starter Jacoby Brissett at quarterback. McClendon 


Sept. 17 Old Dominion | has a huge arm and good size (6'5", 212) but has only 14 career passing y 

| attempts. 
Hig ; ae Hes eae Jumichael Ramos had the most catches by a receiver last sea- | initial 
Oct. 15 at Clemson | son with 34 for 457 yards. Freshman tight end Thaddeus Moss, son of | JAYLEN SAMUELS x 
Oct. 22 at Louisville NFL legend Randy Moss, has a chance to help the Wolfpack gus = 
Oct. 29 Boston College | offense right away. We thought they did a really good job with their 
Nov. 5 Florida State ‘The offensive line, a strength for the past two years, is in for front seven. They can stop the run and disrupt 


Nov. 12 at Syracuse your passing game.” 
Nov, 19 Miami 


Nov. 25 at North Carolina 


a makeover with only two starters back. Junior Tony Adams 
is the best of a mostly unproven bunch, though keep an eye 
on center Joseph Scelfo, a grad transfer from South Alabama. 


— An opposing ACC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (6) 
WR 85 Jumichael Ramos (Sr.) 12 Stephen Louis {So.} 


DEFENSE The strength of coordinator Dave Huxtable’s 
e015 RESULTS defensive unit, which ranked No. 29 in the country in total 


FINAL RECORD: 7-6, 3-5 defense in 2015, was the defensive line. It should be again 


Sept. 5 Troy W 49-21 | with junior tackles B,J. Hill, Justin Jones and Kentavius | WR 13 Bra'lonCherry(Sr.) 8 Maurice Trowell (So,) 
Sept. 12 Eastern Kentucky W 35-0 | Street returning and Bradley Chubb and Darian Roseboro, WR. 7. Wyneim Hines (So. me, Waa Sessoms [Ft] 
Sept. 19 atOld Dominion = W 38-14 | ho combined for 9.5 sacks, back at defensive end. ok, eam Fenn Te Bas Wl} 

Sn, Tt Son AW" BTS At linebacker, Jerod Fernandez and Airius Moore are a Nea bi a rat Soa el 

Oct. 3 Louisville L 13-20 ; Reser : C Joseph Scelfo (Sr.] 65 Garrett Bradbury [So.} 
Oct. 9 at Virginia Tech L 13-29 | Pair of juniors who have taken their lumps and learned on | pg 5% Bryce Kennedy (Sr.} 53. Tyler Jones (So.) 

Oct. 24 atWake Forest W 45-17.| the job. NC State needs to get more production from its | RT 66 WillRichardson(So.) 47 Justin Witt [Fr] 

Oct. 31 Clemson L 41-56 | linebacking corps, and coordinator Huxtable is hoping that | TE 28 JaylenSamuels(Jr.) 86 Thaddeus Moss (Fr.) 
Nov. 7 atBoston College W 24-8 | a healthier, more experienced Fernandez can help on that | QB 2 JalanMcClendon(So.) 16 Jakobi Meyers (Ft. 
Nov, 14 atFloridaState  L 17-34 | front. Moore led the team with 77 tackles last season. RB 21 Matt Dayes (Sr.) 22 Johnny Frasier (Ft.) 
Nov. 21 Syracuse W 42-29 | A little change in the secondary might not be a bad thing. | DEFENSE (8) 

Nov. 28 North Carolina L 34-48 | The Wolfpack struggled on pass defense last season and | DE 9 BradleyChubb(Jr,) 92 Emmanuel Dlenga (Fr. 
Dec. 30 vs. Mississippi State #L 9)! | lose their best cover corner in Juston Burris. Junior Shawn | DT 98 B.J. Hill (Jr.) 91 Eurndraus Bryant (So. 


DT 35 Kentavius Street (Jr.) 27 Justin Jones (Jr.) 

DE 45 Darian Roseboro(So.) 95 Tyrone Riley (Fr.] 
MLB 4 Jerod Fernandez (Jr.) 44 Ford Howell (Jr.) 
WLB 58 Airius Moore (Jr.) 32. Riley Nicholson [So.] 

CB 2 Mike Stevens (Jr.) 19. Bryce Banks [Fr.) 


Boone, who was slowed by a hamstring injury in the second 
TOP 10 RECRUITS half of the season, will be counted on to rejuvenate the safety 
. | group. Fifth-year senior Niles Clark ended up splitting du- 
1. Shug Frazier, OT, Buford, GA | ties with Dravious Wright at nickel by the end of the season, 
2. Isaiah Stallings, ATH, Fayetteville, NC | oq the stafFis bullish on his coverage skills. 


 Thadd TE Charlotte, N <3 CB 29 Jack Tocho (Sr.) 15 Johnathan Alston (Sr.] 
: sesriaetza Nt an | SPECIALISTS ‘The Wolfpack made major improvements in | NB 6 Niles Clark (Sr) 8 Dravious Wright (Sr.) 
4. Kelvin Harmon, WR, Palmyra, NJ | te . > 2 
5. Justin Witt, OT. New Lenox, IL | the return game, ranking in the top 20 in the country in both | SS 24 Shawn Boone (Jr) 31 _Jarius Morehead (Fr) 

a Re | puntand kickoff returns. Bra’Lon Cherry ranked third in the | FS 3 Germaine Pratt [Jr 11 Josh Jones (Jr) 
6. JJ Givens, S, Mechanicsville, VA : 3 

ACC and 12th nationally with 13.3 yards per punt return. SPECIAL TEAMS 

7. James Valdez, CB, Orangeburg, SC 2 : : : 
8, Dylan Parham, OB, Raleigh, NC | Nyheim Hines ranked fifth in the ACC and 23rd nationally K 92. Kyle Bambard [So.) KR 7 Nyheim Hines (So.] 

‘ “ees ; with 26.3 yards per kickoff return. Both scored a touchdown P 90 AJ. Cole (So) PR_ 13 BraLon Cherry (Sr.) 


9. Nick McCloud, CB, Rock Hill, SC 
10. C.J. Riley, WR, Pompano Beach, FL 


in the return game. The kicking game took a step back with 
Kyle Bambard, who struggled through his freshman year, 


going 7-of-14 on field goal attempts. 
2015 RANKINGS | FINAL ANALYSIS NC State can't worry about the schedule or the 
oate "8.000 « “ar | personnel losses on offense or what North Carolina and Duke have 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Jalan McClendon, 14-8-69-0, 0 TD 
Rushing: Matthew Dayes, 134 att., 865 yds., 12 TDs 


Rushing 2021 ypq 6 | done in recent seasons. The only thing coach Dave Doeren wants NC_ | Receiving: m — 65 rec., 597 yds., 7 TDs 
. : “ ; Tackles: Airius Moore, 
Passing 710.8ypq 10 73 State to worry about is NC State. “My goal for this team is to be the Sacks: Bray Chub, 55 


Total s128ypg 6ST version a og eee we can a ees rade 2 : 
“ak - he: is) ie ast year, the best version of the Pack was only goo 


Scoring 25.8999 52 enough for a 7-6 finish, a step back from an 8-5 mark in [Eyyymany\as 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 


Rushing 1475ypq 5 39 2014. The Wolfpack will try to get back on track in 2016 } ; fe 2 
Passing 203.2 ypg 8 % but have to do so against a tougher schedule and with some State's plus-4.7 field position G 
Total 360.7 ypg 5 9 major holes to fill on offense. With a new quarterback and margin was the second in the ACC. S 


Bra’Lon Cherry and Nyheim Hines 
powered a great return game. 


TOMARGIN PERGANE Ace Naina, @ S¢WOrked offensive line, the Wolfpack face an uphill chal- 
49 +0692 15 lenge for progress. 


Courte 
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Tom DiPace 


SYRACUSE ORANGE 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 75 ¢ ACC ATLANTIC PREDICTION: 7 e PROJECTED RECORD: 4-8, 2-6 ACC 


TEAM INFORMATIO N OFFENSE Sophomore Eric Dungey returns as the presumptive start- 


Head Coach: Dino Babers 

Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: 37-16 (4 years) | 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: Sean Lewis, = 
Mike Lynch | 
Defensive Coordinator: Brian Ward 


Syracuse, NY ¢ Carrier Dome [49,262] | 
through and around defenders. 


2016 SCHEDULE Junior wide receiver Steve Ishmael is back as the clear-cut top tar- 
Sept. 


Colgate | get. Plagued with staff turnover — two offensive coordinators and six 


| hurry-up spread offense. Dungey showcased accuracy, athleticism and 
a knack for playmaking last season, but a series of helmet-to-helmet 
hits kept him out of four games, including the last three. 

He'll likely be joined by sophomore running back Dontae Strick- 
land in the backfield after Strickland passed returning starter Jordan 
Fredericks during spring ball. Strickland brings an ability to run both 


Sept. 9 Louisville | quarterbacks over his first two years — Ishmael has numbers that don't 
Sept. 17 South Florida | do justice to his skill set. Redshirt senior Alvin Cornelius, junior Jamal 
Sept. 24 at Connecticut | Custis and Maryland graduate transfer commit Amba Etta-Tawo are 
Oct, 1 ‘vs Notre Dame # | the other likely candidates to contribute at the X and Z spots. Senior 
~ : alas | Brisly Estime has moved to the slot and could become a 

Oct. 22 at Boston College matchup nightmare for opposing linebackers. : offenee 
jnvalle Wal Caner | Senior guard Omari Palmer and center Jason Emerich are ; 
Nov. 12. NC State | the only offensive linemen who've started multiple games. 

Nov, 19 Florida State | DEFENSE While Babers expects his offense to click by the 

Nov. 26 at Pittsburgh | middle of Year 2, the defense could take more time adjusting 


Rutherford, NJ : 
| to the Tampa-2. Rather than the smaller, more aggressive 


2015 RESULTS players predecessor Scott Shafer targeted for the linebacker 


FINAL RECORD: 4-8, 2-6 | and secondary positions, new DC Brian Ward wants bigger, 
: longer athletes who can thrive in zone coverage. 


WR 8 
WR 82 


Sept. 4 Rhode Island W 47-0 | aE IR 9 Brisly Estime (Sr.] 3 Erv Philips (Jr.) 

| The Orange do return all three starting linebackers from 
Sept. 12 Wake Forest W 30-17 | eS eee es Bis : LT 67. Michael Lasker (Sr. 40 Co So, 
Sept. 19 Central Michigan fot) W 30-27 | last season, but junior middle linebacker Zaire Franklin was Lc " eat 42 perbesiacors 
Sept. 26 LSU L 24-36 | limited all spring due to injury. Junior Parris Bennett returns C78 JasonEmerich (Sr.) 79 Taylor Hindy (Sr) 
Oct. 10 atSouth Florida | 24-45 | at the strong-side spot while redshirt freshman Shyheim | pg 57 OmariPalmer(Sr.) 64 Colin Byrne (Fr, 
Oct. 17 at Virginia {ot} 38-44 | Cullen passed senior Marqez Hodge at weak-side lineback- | RT 6§ JamarMcGloster (Jr) 63 Evan Adams (Fr) 
Oct. 24 Pittsburgh L 20-23 | erin the spring. TE 89 Josh Parris (Sr.) 90 Cam MacPherson (Sr.] 
Oct. 31 at Florida State L 2-45 | Junior Corey Winfield and sophomore Cordell Hudson | QB 2 Eric Dungey So.) 16 Zack Mahoney (UJr.) 
Nov. 7 at Louisville L 141 | Worked as the first-team corners this spring, while juniors | RB 16 DontaeStrickland(So) 22 Jordan Fredericks (So.) 
eh I eae ; oo Chauncey Scissum and Antwan Cordy and sophomore DEFENSE (7) 
Nov. 28 Boston College Wo 17 Rodney Williams are competing for two spots at safety. DE _ Gabe Sherrod (Sr) 45 Kenneth Ruff (Fr.) 

| Up front, the Tampa-2 relies on a lot of four-man pres- | DT 9% Chris Slayton (So.} 54 Tyler Cross (Fr) 


DT 72 
DE 99 
WLB 24 


sures. The defensive tackles are young and promising with 
sophomores Chris Slayton and Steven Clark emerging as 
powerful forces. But the Orange return zero ends with play- 
| ing experience. Redshirt freshman Jake Pickard started op- 
| posite early enrollee Kenneth Ruff (a converted linebacker) 
: | in the spring game, but the expected addition of Delaware 
4. Kenneth Ruff, LB, Lauderhill, FL | State graduate transfer Gabe Sherrod and three Class of 
5. Rex Culpepper, 0B, Tampa, FL | 2016 signees — Jaquwan Nelson, Joshua Black and Kendall 
6. Jo-El Shaw, RB, Pittsburgh, PA | Coleman — makes this a position to watch in the fall. 


TOP 10 RECRUITS | 


1. Moe Neal, RB/WR, Gastonia, NC 
2. Sam Heckel, OL, Waukesha, WI 
3. Jaquwan Nelson, DE, Lauderhill, FL 


; SPECIAL TEAMS 
7. Michael Clark, OL, Exton, PA | ; , 
8. Sean Riley, RB/WR, Harbor City, CA | SPECIALISTS Lou Groza Award semifinalist Cole Mur- K 49 Cole Murphy Uc) KR 9. Brisly Estime [Sr] 
¢ 3 ? s | phy is back to handle kicking duties. After walking on to the P 10 Sterling Hofrichter (Fr) PR 9 Brisly Estime (Sr.] 


9, Tim Walton, LB, Detroit, MI 


10. Evan Foster, S, West Bloomfield, MI team two years ago, the junior earned a scholarship and has 


| made 29-of-38 field goals in two seasons. Redshirt fresh- 


2015 RANKINGS | man Sterling Hofrichter is in line to be the first-team punter 


with the departure of trick-play specialist Riley Dixon. Estime likely 


OFFENSE —--PERGAME ACC _—NATIONAL | will be heavily involved in the return game. 

oat ao Me i He | FINAL ANALYSIS There's increased belief that the Orange can find 
Passi 156.8 ey «17 Some upward mobility in a tough ACC Atlantic Division. But while 
Total 319.9 yg 13119 Babers’ offense has thrived at Eastern Illinois and Bowling Green, the 
a a ee Orange defense could take two or three recruiting cycles to 

Scoring 31.0 ppg 13 oj | find fitting personnel. Recruiting at a high level is always a 

Rushing 181.8ypq 12 78 challenge operating out of Central New York. And playing 

Passing 256.7ypg 146 SOC Clemson and Florida State each season makes a path to six 

Total 438.5 ypq 14 99 wins more difficult. So whether Babers can turn Syracuse 

TONARGN PERGAME Ate Wationmy -2fOUNd is yet to be seen, but one thing is for sure — his 

a5 042 4 47 hiring has created optimism on a local and national level. 


ing quarterback, tasked with operating new head coach Dino Babers’ 


STAT CORNER 


-— * 


“If you look at the track record for the Baylor 


going to other places, they usually score 


more points right away.” 


— An opposing ACC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (8) 


17 Jamal Custis Ur] 
Amba Etta-Tawo (Sr.} 


Steve Ishmael (Jr. 
Alvin Cornelius (Sr.} 


Steven Clark (So.) 52 Kayton Samuels (So.) 
Jake Pickard (Fr.) Jaquwan Nelson (Fr.) 
Shyheim Cullen (Fr.) 33. Margez Hodge (Sr.) 
Zaire Franklin (Jr.) 39 Troy Henderson (Fr.) 
Parris Bennett (Jr.) 23 Jonathan Thomas (Jr.) 
Corey Winfield Jr.) 15 Juwan Dowels (So.} 
Cordell Hudson (So.} Wayne Morgan [Sr] 
Chauncey Scissum (Jr.) 25 Kielan Whitner (So.) 
Rodney Williams (So.] 8 Antwan Cordy (Jr.) 


~ 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Eric Dungey, 176-105-1,298-5, 11 TOs 
Rushing: Jordan Fredericks, 107 att., 607 yds., 4 TDs 
Receiving: Steve Ishmael, 39 att., 570 yds., 7 TOs 
Tackles: Zaire Franklin, 81 

Sacks: Zaire Franklin, 3.0 

Interceptions: Three players tied with 2 


Defense was Scott Shafer's 
downfall. Syracuse allowed 1.2 
more yards per play in 2015 than 
2014, allowing 6.2, 106th in FBS. 
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= 
WI WAKE FOREST DEMON DEACONS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 64 * ACC ATLANTIC PREDICTION: 5 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 3-5 ACC 


QFFENSE Any chance that coach Dave Clawson had to turn Wake 
Forest around in his first two seasons slipped through the cracks in 


TEAM INFORMATION. 


soprpaaragient: Sn | his offensive line. Over that time, the line has managed to top only 
Career Record: 96-97 (16 years} | one other FBS program in sacks allowed (SMU) and rushing yards 


| (Washington State). 

| The good news is that the five starters, including three sophomores, 

| now have 70 combined starts. “Last year, guys who had never played 

| college football before — we were trying to get them ready to start,” 

Clawson says. “Now, they’re young, but they’ve played so many snaps.” 
The Deacons struggled to keep quarterbacks John Wolford and Ken- 


Offensive Coordinator: Warren Ruggiero 
Defensive Coordinator: Mike Elko 
Winston-Salem, NC © BB&T Field (31,500) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 1 Tulane | dall Hinton healthy, and they combined for 16 interceptions. Wolford, 

Sept. 10 at Duke | a junior, is the more accurate passer, but Hinton showed a bigger arm 

Sept. 17 Delaware | and explosiveness with his feet as a true freshman. 

Sept. 24 at Indiana | “I’m not ina rush to make a decision,” Clawson says. “I don’t want to 

iB : hicks | havea two-quarterback system. At the same time, right now it's hard to 

Oct. 15 at Florida State | imagine that we're going to go 12 games and only need one. Dave Clawsante doiniagood bel tecrulins 
Oct. 29 Amy | True freshmen Tyler Bell and Matt Colburn took 80 per- aadlibullding the talent back lin butil wes really 
Nov, 5 Virginia | cent of the tailback carries with Bell gaining 451 yards and ty d . tan he ack th Ry odie 
Nov, 12 at Louisville | catching 18 passes. Wake will add redshirt freshman Rocky ee Rey ARO IPE ae ee 

Nov. 19 Clemson | Reid, who has created a lot of anticipation as a decommit — An opposing'ACC assistant coach 
Nov. 26 Boston College | from Tennessee. First-year players Cortez Lewis, Tabari 


2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: 3-9, 1-7 


Hines and Chuck Wade combined for 112 catches, and the 
Deacons will get Jared Crump (32 catches in 2014) back 
from a knee injury. Tight end Cam Serigne is one of the 
ACC’s best, with 100 grabs in his first two seasons. 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR 15 Cortez Lewis (So.) 
WR 88 Jared Crump [Sr.] 


81 Scotty Washington (Fr.) 
14 Steven Claude (Fr.) 


| 
Sept...3 Ein Wo 4d | ae ASS ., |SLOT 6 TabariHines(So.) 89 Chuck Wade (So. 
Sept. 12 at Syracuse L 17-30 | DEFENSE The defensive line is the most experienced unit LT 75 Justin Herron{So.) 71” Nathan Gilliam fF) 
Sept. 19 at Ar W 17-14 | on the team with four upperclassmen projected to start. 

4 shes i LG 78 TylerHayworth(Sr.) 64 TJ. Haney (Fr) 
Sept. 26 Indiana L 24-31 | Wendell Dunn and Duke Ejiofor are dangerous off the edge, C 65 Josh Harris (Sr.} 65 ALique Terry Ur} 
Oct. 9 Florida State L 16-24 | with Ejiofor returning from a concussion to post 7.5 tackles | pg 74 Phil Haynes (So.) 68. Patrick Osterhage (S0.) 
Oct. 10 at Boston College W 30 for loss, including a safety, in seven games. RT 70 Ryan Anderson (So.) 73 Jake Benzinger (Fr.) 
Oct. 17 atNorth Carolina =k 14-50 | The Deacons’ best unit last season, the linebacking corps, | TE 85 Cam Serigne (Jr.) 41 Devin Pike (Jr.) 
= a fe oe : He | loses two starters, including AII-ACC pick Brandon Chubb, | QB 10 John Wolford (Jr.) 2 Kendall Hinton (So. 
os OUMINE “oq | and they'll be replaced by four players with two combined | RB 27 Tyler Bell (So) 22 Matt Colburn (So.) 

ov. 14 at Notre Dame L 7-28 | : 

Nov. 21 atClemson | 1433 | Career starts (none at linebacker). One player Clawson DEFENSE (7) 
Nov. 28 Duke L 21-27 ! doesn’t have to worry about is senior Marquel Lee, who's DE 14 Wendell Dunn (Jr) 51 Chris Calhoun (So.] 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Sulaiman Kamara, DT, Richmond, VA 

2. Taleni Suhren, OT, Pineville, NC 

3. Jamie Newman, OB, Graham, NC 

4, Emmanuel Walker, DE, Holly Hill, SC 

5. Zander Zimmer, DE, Winter Park, FL 

6. Traveon Redd, S, Martinsville, VA 

7. Cade Carney, RB, Advance, NC 

8. Arkeem Byrd, RB, Savannah, GA 

9. Brandon Chapman, TE, Grove City, OH 
10. LaRonde’ Liverpool, TE, Virginia Beach, VA 


2015 RANKINGS 


| led the team in tackles for a loss for two straight seasons. “If 
| we're going to be good on defense, Marquel Lee will be an 
| All-ACC player,” Clawson says. 


Cornerback Brad Watson led the ACC in passes defended, 


| and he’s paired with Dionte Austin, a highly touted recruit 


| who started the last four games as a true freshman. Ryan 


Janvion returns at safety, and while he’s finished first or sec- 


| ond on the team in tackles for three straight seasons, he’s 
| also been bothered by myriad injuries. The Deacons don’t 


have much experience around Janvion. 


SPECIALISTS Wake Forest will move from a four-year 
punter to a true freshman in Dom Maggio, a top-rated re- 
cruit. Kicker Mike Weaver will be a three-year starter, and 


| he’s proven accurate under 40 yards, but he was only 1-of-6 


on longer kicks last season. Clawson has failed to revive the 
return games, which has struggled in recent seasons. 


MLB 8 


OT 40 
NT 93 
DE 53 
OLB 39 


Josh Banks (Sr.) 
Zeek Rodney (Jr.) 
Duke Ejiofor (Jr.) 
Jaboree Williams (Jr.) 
Marquel Lee (Sr.) 
Thomas Brown (Sr.] 
Brad Watson (Sr.) 
Dionte Austin (So.) 
SS 2 Cameron Glenn (So.) 
FS 22 Ryan Janvion (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 18 Mike Weaver (Jr.) 
P 48 Dom Maggio (Fr.) 


OLB 26 
CB 25 
CB Il 


96 Chris Stewart (So.) 
92 Willie Yarbary (So.) 
90 Rashawn Shaw (So.) 
5 Zack Wary (So.) 

50 Grant Dawson (Jr.) 
Demetrius Kemp (So.) 
Amari Henderson (Fr.) 
Thomas Dilton (Jr.) 
Josh Okonye (Jr.) 

32. Jessie Bates (Fr.) 


KR _ 89 Chuck Wade {So.) 
PR 4&4 Tabari Hines (So,) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


Passing: John Wolford, 235-142-1,791-11, 9 TDs 


Seaie “9 ps 4 et FINAL ANALYSIS Clawson knows exactly what the expectations are Rushing: Tyler Bell, 129 att., 451 yds., 1 70 

Rushing 105.2ypg «14=Ss123 for his third season. Hired to take over a program that has been to one _| Receiving: Cortez Lewis, 47 rec., 611 yds., 4 TOs 
Passing © 228.3ypg «8 60 | bowl game since 2008, he’s gone 3-9 in each of his first two seasons. pc en ih with 72 

Total 333.4ypg 12 114 | “Id be very disappointed a year from now if we are not preparing for a r Baa — 

DEFENSE PERGAME Acc. Nationa, | @ bowl,” Clawson said after last season. “I think that’s very to id ed 

Scoring 24.6ppg 6 43 realistic and very attainable.” 

Rushing 161.3ypg 9 52 The Deacons played 31 underclassmen in their two-deep 

Passing 202.5ypg 6 32 | last season, and it showed in many ways — like a minus-13 Baby steps: Wake Forest averaged 
Total 363.8 ypqg 7 38 | turnover margin. Clawson's improved recruiting classes now better than 4.0 yards per play 


in only four games in 2014. The 


"| have experience, and with a very manageable schedule, he ; Bo ead 
Deacs did so nine times in 2015. 


| needs that to start translating into wins. 


TOMARGIN PER GAME 
13 1.08 14 


Chris Keane 
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Margaret Bowles 


DUKE BLUE DEVILS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 53 « ACC COASTAL PREDICTION: 6 * PROJECTED RECORD; 5-7, 3-5 ACC 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE On the whole, Duke should have plenty of pieces with 


; - ' which to craft a solid offense. But it heads into the fall needing to find 
Head Coach: David Cutcliffe ; ons fir 
Record at School: 49-53 (8 years | answers to some pressing questions first. 
Career Record: 92-82 (14 years} | The most important is the health of last season's starting quarter- 
Offensive Coordinator: Zac Roper | back Thomas Sirk. After throwing for 2,625 yards and 16 touchdowns 
Co-Defensive Coordinators: Ben Albert, in 2015 — he also led the team in rushing — the fifth-year senior 
Jim Knowles | ruptured his left Achilles tendon during February workouts, and the 
Durham, NC # Wallace Wade Stadium (33,941) | Duke staffisn't sure if he’ll be ready by the time preseason camp begins. 


That means last season's backup Parker Boehme and redshirt freshmen 
2016 SCHEDULE . 


Quentin Harris and Daniel Jones could by vying for the starting gig. 


Sept. 3 NC Central Whoever has the job will be able to call upon veteran weapons else- 
Sept. 10 Wake Forest where as senior Jela Duncan and junior Shaun Wilson headline a deep 
Sept. 17 at Northwestern | group of running backs, and sophomore TJ. Rahming and senior An- 
Sept. 24 at Notre Dame thony Nash will provide proven targets at receiver. However, there will 
5 : uae | be holes to fill on the offensive line, with All-ACC right tackle Casey | DEVON EDWARDS fi 
My iho | Blaser, left tackle Gabe Brandner and guard Tanner Stone 

ct. 14 at Louisville | : 
Oct. 29 at Georgia Tech | among the few sure things. 
Nov. 5 Virginia Tech | DEFENSE The biggest question facing Duke’s defense is 
Nov. 10 North Carolina | how it will replace consensus All-America safety Jeremy 

‘a : . ee | Cash. Coach David Cutcliffe says it will take a group ef- 

lov. 26 at Miami | 


fort to replace Cash — who tallied 18 tackles for a loss last 


| season — and he believes he has the group to do it. Senior 


20ISRESULTS _—| 


DEPTH CHART 


] * 1 


ee 


— 


DEVON EDWARDS 


“lL was shocked to be honest the way they fell off 
toward the end of the season. That was not what 
you'd expect from a David Cutcliffe team.” 


— An opposing ACC assistant coach 


Corbin McCarthy and sophomore Brandon Feamster will | OFFENSE (5) 
FINAL RECORD: 8-5, 4~4 | get a crack at Cash's spot. WR 83 Anthony Nash (Sr.} 
Sept. 3 at Tulane w 37-7 | With the Blue Devils’ defensive scheme calling for play- | WR 10 Ryan Smith (Sr) 
Sept. 12 NC Central W 56-0 | makers at safety, junior Alonzo Saxton, senior Deondre Sin- WR _ 3 TJ. Rahming (So, 
Sept. 19 Northwestern L 10-19 | gleton and redshirt freshman Jordan Hayes will be able to s 7 " ae 
Sept. 26 Georgia Tech W 34-20 | play major roles if they’re ready. It also helps that the Blue C5 tite tas i$ 
“i Fi sire College : oe | Devils will have two talented corners in veterans DeVon Ed- | ge 79 Tanner Stone (Sr.} 
8 a4 et wh Tech lo) W 45-03 | wards and Breon Borders. Senior tackle A.J. Wolf leads a | gt 71 Casey Blaser (Sr.) 
Oct 31 at L 2-30 | defensive line that will have to replace three starters. There's | TE 88 Erich Schneider (Sr) 
: ; 4, | asimilar amount of flux at linebacker, where sophomore Ti- | QB 1 Thomas Sirk (Sr.) 
Nov. 7 atNorthCarolina L 31-66 
Nov. 14 Pittsburgh | 13-31. ashe Bere, who impressed the Duke staff with his work in | RB 2% Jela Duncan (Sr) 
Nov, 21 at Virginia L 34-42 | the spring, is the most experienced piece. DEFENSE (5) 
Nov. 28 atWake Forest W 27-21 | SPECIALISTS New special teams coordinator Jim Bridge, | DE 91 Marquies Price (So.) 
Dec. 26 vs. Indiana # ot} W sid | a former Purdue assistant, takes over a unit that just finished | DT 93 A.J. Wolf(Sr.) 
‘FistipeBoM a stretch of stability that’s been rare for the Blue Devils. | OT 5 Brandon Boyce (So.) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS Both kicker Ross Martin and punter Will Monday earned | DE % Twazanga Mugala (Fe) 
. | All-ACC honors last season and have since graduated. Red- ILE, 4) Tinasbe Bere (Se. 
1. Scott Bracey, WR, Richmond, VA eae : 3 ; OLB 34 Ben Humphreys (So.] 
; / | shirt freshman Austin Parker heads into the fall with a good 
2. Dylan Singleton, S, Lawrenceville, GA | : ; . ss ; CB 27 DeVon Edwards (Sr.) 
es | shot at landing the punting spot, while senior Danny Stirt 
3. Mark Birmingham, TE, Ashburn, VA ahha pe CB 31 Breon Borders (Sr.) 
4, Robert Kraelng, OT, Bishop, GA | and true freshman AJ. Reed will be in the mix in a rela- S 2 Corbin McCarthy (Sr) 
5 chidi Okonya OE River dale GA __ tively crowded field at placekicker. Edwards, who returned 5 21. Alonzo Saxton (Jr.) 
k Besa se ‘Trongehuly SC | three kickoffs for touchdowns last season, and veteran punt S 33 Deondre Singleton (Sr.) 
7. Koby ey LB, Maschéater CT returner Ryan Smith should continue to give opposing cov- SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Brittain Brown, RB Canton, GA eater ane eat K 43 Danny Str (St 
9. Liam Smith, OT, Little Silver, NJ | FINAL ANALYSIS Despite going to four straight bowl P 42. Austin Parker [Fr.) 


games and earning its first postseason win since 1961, Duke 
| heads into the season with a degree of uncertainty. Cutcliffe’s 


2015 RANKINGS ninth season in Durham will feature a reshuffled coaching staff, as one 


longtime assistant retired, one moved to an administrative role and 


10. Julian Santos, 06, East Lake, FL 


Duke allowed just 3.8 yards per 
play through the first six games 
of 2015. The Blue Devils allowed 


7 Keyston Fuller (Fr.) 
84 Trevon Lee So.) 
5 Johnathan Lloyd (So.) 
78 Sterling Korona (Jr.) 
72. Jake Sanders (So.) 
63. Zach Harmon (So.) 
Robert Kraeling (Fr.) 
70. Christian Harris (So.) 
49. Daniel Helm (So.] 
12. Parker Boehme [Jr.] 
29 Shaun Wilson (Jr.) 


96 Allen Jackson (Sr.) 
92 Edgar Cerenord (So.} 
99 Mike Ramsay [Jr.) 
49 Danny Doyle (Jr.) 

24 Zavier Carmichael (Jr.) 
44 Joe Giles-Harris (Fr.) 
9 Jeremy McDuffie (So.] 
39 Zach Muniz (Jr.) 

30 Brandon Feamster (Fr.) 
37 Phillip Carter Ur.) 

13. Jordan Hayes (Fr.) 


KR _ 27 DeVon Edwards (Sr.} 


PR 10 Ryan Smith (Sr) 


§27-251-2,625-8, 16 TDs 


6.5 over the last seven. 


eee, : eee 1 i | a third, offensive coordinator Scottie Montgomery, became the head 
oe ae 6 5 - | coach at East Carolina. Throw in Sirk’s injury and the fact that the Blue 
Passing, 2 46.5 og 8 45 | Devils have been going about their business in a construction zone as 
Total 439.4 yoo 3 % Wallace Wade Stadium and the surrounding practice fields have been 
acta ies saan receiving some overdue upgrades, and the ability to adjust 

Scoring 25.4009 7 yy | onthe fly is something this group should be good at by now. 
Rushing 1538ypg 7 9. Soin a Coastal Division that’s had four different schools 

Passing 240.9ypg «12 gg reach the ACC Championship Game in the past five years 

Total 394.7 ypg 10 49 | and features three programs with new head coaches, there’s 

Sie RG ae / no reason to think that — if things fall their way — the Blue 

4 008 9 75 | Devils can't elbow their way into contention once again. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Thomas Sirk, 
Rushing: Thomas Sirk, 143 att., 803 yds., 8 TDs 
Receiving: TJ. Rahming, 43 rec., §71 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: DeVon Edwards, 101 

Sacks: Two players tied with 1.5 

Interceptions: Breon Borders, 3 


57 


en 


\*’ GEORGIA TECH YELLOW JACKETS | 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 48 * ACC COASTAL PREDICTION: 5 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 3-5 ACC 


TEAM INFORMATION | 


Head Coach: Paul Johnson 
Record at School: 62-44 (8 years) 
Career Record: 168-83 {19 years} 


Offensive Coordinator: Paul Johnson 


Defensive Coordinator: Ted Roof 


Atlanta, GA Bobby Dodd Stadium (55,000) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


vs. Boston College # 
Mercer 
Vanderbilt 
Clemson 

Miami 

at Pittsburgh 
Georgia Southern 
Duke 

at North Carolina 
at Virginia Tech 
Virginia 

at Georgia 


2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: 3-9, 1-7 


Sept. 3 Alcorn State 

Sept. 12 Tulane W 65-10 
Sept. 19 at Notre Dame L 22-30 
Sept. 26 at Duke L 20-34 
Oct. 3 North Carolina L 31-38 
Oct. 10 at Clemson L 24-43 
Oct. 17 Pittsburgh L 28-31 
Oct. 24 Florida State W 22-16 
Oct. 31 at Virginia L 21-27 
Nov. 12 Virginia Tech L 21-23 
Nov. 21 at Miami L 21-38 
Nov. 28 Georgia L 7-13 | 


#Dublin, Ireland | 


Wo 69-6 | 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Jordan Woods, DE, Citra, FL 
2. Parker Braun, 0G, Hallsville, TX 


3. Emanuel Bridges, LB, Newnan, GA 


4. Xavier Gantt, ATH, Buford, GA 
5. Dedrick Mills, RB, Waycross, GA 
6. Jay Jones, ATH, McCalla, AL 


7. Brandon Adams, DT, Brentwood, TN 


8. Jair Hawkins-Anderson, WR, Duluth, GA | 


9. Jaret Cole, S, Norcross, GA 
10. Chris Martin, DE, Loganville, GA 


2015 RANKINGS 


| Though there are several keys to getting the offense turned around, 


| fensive line coach in veteran Ron West to help address the issue, but 
| more tackles take a step forward. 
| were huge problems last season, though the primary run- 


| ning backs and receivers — several of whom were supposed 


| A-back group, averaging 9.5 yards on 49 carries while also 


former Georgia running back Keith Marshall, has improved | QFFENSE (6) 
| significantly after making three starts last year and should | yyR 2 Ricky Jeune Ur.) 82. Christian Philpott (Fr. 
slide in at B-back. Dedrick Mills, an early enrollee who had | wr 83. Brad Stewart (So,) 88 Harland Howell (Fr.) 
offers from most of the SEC, also made a strong impression | LT 70 Will Bryan (So.) 79. Eason Fromayan (Jr) 
in the spring and should help right away as a willing blocker. | LG 71 ShamireDevine(Jr.) 60. Brad Morgan (Fr. 
DEFENSE Georgia Tech forced just 17 turnovers last sea- oe ere reenienl 8 reeeen Herat 
ate ie RG 72 Chris Griffin (Jr) 68 Michael Muns (Sr.] 
son, a significant drop from the 29 they swiped in 2014. That RT 65 Trey Klock ($0) 67. Jake Stickler (So. 
will be a huge focus for coordinator Ted Roof, along with QB 5 Justin Thomas(Sr.) 11 Matthew Jordan (So, 
_ teinvigorating a pass rush that generated only 14 sacks. BB 34 Marcus Marshall (So) 30 C_J. Leggett (So.] 
Though it will be a challenge to replace All-ACC nose | ap 49 Clinton lynch ($0. 46 J.J. Green (Jr. 
tackle Adam Gotsis, who was a huge physical presence in | AB 1 Qua Searcy (So.) 3 Isiah Willis (Sr.) 
the middle of the line, this might be as deep a group up front | DEFENSE (5) 
as Georgia Tech has had in some time. Senior defensive | pe 42 Keshun Freeman(Jr.) 94 AnreeSaint-Amour (So. 
tackle Patrick Gamble has taken a step forward each year, | pt 91 Patrick Gamble(Sr.) 97. Brentavious Glanton (Fr 
but it would be extremely helpful if Francis Kallon — once NT 54 Kyle Cerge-Henderson (So.] 92 Francis Kallon (Sr.] 
a highly touted prospect with significant physical tools — | DE 41 Rod Rook-Chungong (Sr.)99 Desmond Branch (So.) 
| finally reached his potential and could slide into Gotsis’spot. | LB 40 P.J. Davis (Sr.) 48 Chase Alford (Jr. 
Roof will also look for more consistency out of junior Ke- | LB 51 Brant Mitchell (S0.) 52 Terrell Lewis (Jr) 
NB 20 Lawrence Austin Jr.) 23 Jalen Johnson (So.) 


up to expectations last season but still has room to improve. CB 47 Lamont Simmons So.) 45 Meiko Ootson {Fr} 
; { ’ : c CB 8 Step Durham (Jr.) 38 Dorian Walker (Fr.) 
At linebacker, P.J. Davis doesn't have prototypical size, but see ‘ 
SS 14 Corey Griffin Jr.) 17 Lance Austin (Jr.) 
_ he has racked up 196 tackles (15 for a loss) over the past two | fg 45 Aj Gray (So. && Shaun Kagawa (Jc) 
ears and gives Georgia Tech stability in the middle of its 
ies 2 e: 7 SPECIAL TEAMS 


OFFENSE ‘The success of Georgia Tech's program is largely tied to its 
triple-option offense, which produced 256.2 rushing yards per game 
last season — the lowest output under ninth-year coach Paul Johnson. 


its underperforming offensive line stands out like a sore thumb. “It all 
starts up front,” Johnson says. 

If Georgia Tech can't get that fixed, it will likely be another frustrat- 
ing year for senior quarterback Justin Thomas, who averaged just 3.4 
yards per attempt and didn’t have a 100-yard rushing game, compared 
to five when he was so brilliant in 2014. Johnson added a second of- 


more important might be the health of right guard Chris Griffin, who 
missed last season with an ACL injury, and whether the two sopho- 


Johnson also knows that injuries and youth at the skill positions 


“With them it's just the constant question of how 
well they've recruited to get offensive linemen 


to be redshirted — all now have game experience. Sopho- S 
and weapons on offense. 


more Clinton Lynch was arguably the most exciting of the ‘ 
— An opposing ACC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


leading the running backs with 11 receptions. Johnson be- 
lieves sophomore Marcus Marshall, the younger brother of 


Shun Freeman, a talented pass rusher who didn’t quite live 


4-2-5 alignment. The real question is in the secondary, where 
young players will be pushed into lead roles. 

SPECIALISTS ‘There isn't much competition in the kicking 
game, as seniors Harrison Butker and Ryan Rodwell return 
as multi-year starters at placekicker and punter, respectively. 
Talent and leg strength have never been problems for Butker, but con- 


K 87 Harrison Butker (Sr.) 
P 85 Ryan Rodwell (Sr.) 


KR _ 26 Dedrick Mills [Fr.) 
PR 1 Qua Searcy (So.) 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Justin Thomas, 180-75-1,345-8, 13 TDs 
Rushing: Marcus Marshall, 86 att., 654 yds., 4 TDs 
Receiving: Ricky Jeune, 24 rec., §20 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: P.J. Davis, 77 

Sacks: Two players tied with 2.0 

Interceptions: Brant Mitchell, 2 


OFFENSE =» PERGAME = ACC = MATIONAL | sistency has been an issue. 
Scoing: Fe 7S | EAL ANALYSIS: Ti Johnson's f Georgia Tech ex- 
Ruichiig §DkZioq 1 8 | n Johnson’ first seven seasons, Georgia Tech ex 
Passing 121.8yp9 121k ceeded preseason expectations seven times and made three trips to the 
Total 378.0ypq 10 gy | ACC Championship Game. Then came 2015, a shocking season that 
DEFENSE PERGAME ate” warionay DAC the program's streak of 18 consecutive bowl seasons. 
Scoring 258 ppg 51 ‘The Yellow Jackets will need significant improvement in key 
Rushing 146.1 ypg 10 57 areas to get back in the Coastal mix, starting with a return 
Passing 202.9ypg 7 5 to 2014 form from Thomas. If Tech’s returning players on 
Total 368.0ypq 8 az the offensive line, the defensive front and at wide receiver 
TOMARGIN PERGAME Acc. Naviona, | ™aAKe natural progressions, things should return to normal 
a) 158 12 «105 | in Adante. 
58 ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2016 


Georgia Tech’s turnover margin 
regressed by 18 in 2015. Tech's 
record in one-score games fell 
from 3-3 to 1-6. Coincidence? 


Tom Lynn 


Tom DiPace 


MIAM! HURRIGANES 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 27 « ACC COASTAL PREDICTION: 2 * PROJECTED RECORD: 8-4, 5-3 ACC 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE If the Hurricanes can find a way to protect Brad Kaaya, 


Head Coach: Mark Richt | sahier ac eae of . stl eee poe hoe, one for 
Record at School: First Season j year after finishing in the top three in the in yards per 
Career Record: 145-51 (15 years] | game, fewest interceptions, yards per attempt and passer rating. There's 
Offensive Coordinator: Mark Richt | anew, offensively gifted head coach, Mark Richt, who is excited to call 
Defensive Coordinator: Manny Diaz | plays for the first time since he surrendered those duties at Georgia in 
Coral Gables, FL» Sun Life Stadium (65,326) | 2007. There’s a stable of running backs — 1,000-yard rusher Joe Yearby 

| may not even start, since sophomore Mark Walton came on strong in 
2016 SCHEDULE _| the offseason and bruiser Gus Edwards is healthy after a season-end- 
ing foot injury. There’s a group of wide receivers that includes Stacy 


Sept. 3. Florida A&M | 
sat 10 Florida Atlantic | Coley (47 catches for 689 yards and four touchdowns), who opted to 
Sept. 17 at Appalachian State | forgo an NFL career to return to school, and a three-headed monster at 
Oct. 1 at Georgia Tech | tight end that includes rising star David Njoku (6'4", 244). 
Oct. 8 Florida State | What Miami does not have, however, is a reliable offensive line. The 
Oct. 15 North Carolina | Hurricanes struggled to run block last year (112th in yards per carry) 
Oct. 20 at Virginia Tech | and allowed sacks galore in spring scrimmages. It remains to 
Oct. 29 at Notre Dame | be seen whether that’s a sign of a recalibrated, reenergized 
Nov. 6 Pittsburgh | eh . i 
N si | Miami defense or an impending season-long headache for 

ov. 12 at Virginia ae? A 
Nov. 19 atNC State Richt — and aches and pains all over for Kaaya. 
Nov. 26 Duke | DEFENSE Looking for an overhaul, Richt brought on 


| Manny Diaz, formerly of Mississippi State (and most no- 


2015 RESULTS tably before that, Texas). Gone are the 3-4, read-and-react 


FINAL RECORD: 8-5, 5-3 principles of Al Golden and coordinator Mark D’Onofrio. 


Sept. 5 Bethune-Cookman W 45-0 Diaz, a Miami native and son of the city’s former mayor, | WR 3 Stacy Coley (Sr.) Ahmmon Richards (Fr.) 
Sept. 11 atFlorida Atlantic «=«W «44-29 Wants his charges to be as aggressive and relentless as the 4-3 | WR_ 8 Braxton Berrios Ur) Sam Bruce (Fr.] 
Sept. 19 Nebraska (ot) W 36-33 | defenses he grew up watching in the Orange Bowl. WR 18 Lawrence Cager(So.) 81. Darrell Langham {S0,) 
Oct. 1. atCincinnati | 73-34 | The Hurricanes have a few players who wouldn't look out | 73 Trevor Darting (Jr.) 79. Bar Milo (Fr. 
Oct. 10 atFloridaState © | 24-29 | of place on those national championship teams — though o- i . bark ml . nas ‘rang Ur) 
Oct. 17 Virginia Tech W 30-20 | not nearly enough of them. Start with ends Chad Thomas | p¢ 43 at “teehee saad 
: nae é y Isidora (Sr.) 74 Tyler Gauthier (So.) 
Oct. 24 Clemson L 0-58 | and Al-Quadin Muhammad, both juniors who have high- RT 78. Tyree St. Lovis (S0. 66 Sunny Odogwu (Jr.) 
Oct, 31 at Duke W 30-27 | round NFL Draft potential. Tackles Gerald Willis, Courtel | TE 94 David Njoku (So) 5 Stan Dobard (Sr) | 
Nov, 7 Virginia W 27-21 ki d Kendrick Nort ill be ni . for fi " : 4 
Noe 1k atbeath Goran |. 2158 Cenmtns atc! Renddsicke Neston willsne:nice pisces for-tormer} » 98:15; Brad KeayeLic} 16. Evan Shirrefts (Fr) 
Nov. 21 Georgie Tech W 38-21 | Missouri defensive line coach Craig Kuligowski, who has | RB 1 Mark Walton (So.) 2. Joe Yearby (Jr.) 
Nov. 27 at Pittsburgh W 79-24 | Produced four first-rounders since 2009. . ee DEFENSE (7) 
Dec. 26 vs, Washington State #L 14-20 It gets a little worrisome from there. While senior line- DE 8 Al-Quadin Muhammad (Jr.) 33 Trent Harris (Jr.) 
#Sun Bow | backer Jermaine Grace is a lightning-fast rover who led UM DT 7 Kendrick Norton (So) 92 Courtel Jenkins (Jr.) 
| in tackles (79, six for a loss), that unit is depending on soph- DT 91 Gerald Willis (So.) 80 R.J. Mcintosh (So.) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS omore Darrion Owens to return from a major knee injury | DE 9 Chad Thomas (Jr.) 31. Demetrius Jackson (So. 
1. Sam Bruce, WR, Fort Lauderdale, FL and talented freshmen Shaq Quarterman, Michael Pinck- | SLB 5 Jermaine Grace (Sr.) 34 Charles Perry {So.] 
2. Shaquile Quarterman, LB, Orange Park. FL| "ey and Zach McCloud to be ready for action. ia 2 reaper il , pacer 
3. Ahmmon Richards, WR, Wellington, FL ene ee oe a eee ei wt Sica tice CB 29 Cor Elder (Sr) 28 Michael Jackson (So, 
4, Jack Allison, OB, Parrish, FL _ Carter and Rayshawn Jenkins and sophomore Jaquan John | Ca 77 sholdick Redwine ($0) 21. Terrance Henley (So. 
5. Dionte Mullins, WR, Homestead, FL son, but the cornerback unit has one tested player in senior S 6 Jamal Carter (Sr. 4 Jaquan Johnson (So.) 
6. Joseph Jackson, DE, Homestead, FL Corn Elder. Diaz’ blitz-happy front seven should improve § 26 Rayshawn Jenkins (Sr.) 20 Robert Knowles (Fr. 
Toh enamel rs nla Rie | sci TEAMS 
8. Zach McCloud, LB, Boynton Beach, FL S aie " si K 15 Michael Badgley Ur) © KR 1 Mark Walton (S0.) 
9. Patrick Bethel, DE, Vero Beach, FL | SPECIALISTS Elder was Miami’s top weapon last season, P 16 Justin Voget (Sr) PR — Sam Bruce (Fr) 


10. Michael Pinckney, LB, Jacksonville, FL | averaging 13.8 yards per punt and 33.8 yards per kick return. 
| He scored punt and kick return touchdowns — the latter the 
controversial eight-lateral, 91-yard score at Duke — and had 


2015 RANKINGS two more TDs called back because of penalties. But his duties at corner 


OFFENSE —PERGAME ACC” NATIONAL | may cause the team to look elsewhere. Placekicker Michael Badgley, a 
Scoring 27.8 ppg 10 | Lou Groza Award semifinalist, made 25-of-30 field goals and hit from 
Rushing %.1ypg 13-117 | 57 yards. Punter Justin Vogel was steady and had a long of 73. 
Bev Fo ie ‘y | FINALANALYSIS A gust of fresh air blew into Coral Gables with the 
ae arrival of Richt, a 1982 UM graduate and former backup to 
Scoring 28.2 ppg 12 ” Hall of Fame quarterback Jim Kelly. After a successful three 
Rushing 2006ypg-13—=S«103-— decades as an assistant at Florida State and coach at Geor- 
Passing 204.2ypg 9 93 | Sia, the 56-year-old Richt came home. You can bet after five 
Total 404.8 pq 11 49 mediocre years ene on he a = rE He ae 
| over a program that has talent but ultimately not enoug 
ye ; . wre ei ve? | depth to unseat Florida State and Clemson atop the ACC. 


STAT CORNER 


) 


: TF 
BRAD KAAYA E> Ad 


“| think the biggest shock when we played them 
was at linebacker and how below-average they 
were at that position.” 


— An opposing ACC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (9) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Brad Kaaya, 389-238-3,238-5, 16 TDs 
Rushing: Joe Yearby, 205 att.. 1.002 yds.. 6 TD 
Receiving: Stacy Coley, 47 rec., 689 yds.. 4 TD 
Tackles: Jermaine Grace, 79 

Sacks: Al-Quadin Muhammad, 5.0 
Interceptions: Rayshawn Jenkins, 3 


The Hurricanes gave up at least 
58 points twice last season. They 
last gave up that many in 1998 in 
a 66-13 loss to Syracuse. 
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Defensive Coordinator: Gene Chizik | starting quarterback. Even with the changes, the Tar Heels will run the 
Chapel Hill, NC # Kenan Memorial Stadium (63,000), same system at the same frenetic pace that head coach Larry Fedora 


2016 SCHEDULE esieis 


Sept. 3 vs. Georgia # 40-of-47 throws with no interceptions in 2015. He played in 21 games 

Sept. 10 at Illinois | over the last two seasons, so he has experience heading into his first 

Sept. 17 James Madison | year as the starter. He also has plenty of help around him. Running |, 

Sept: 24 - ison | backs Elijah Hood and T,J. Logan form a powerful 1-2 punch on the I 

ie ! liebe ground, and senior wide receivers Mack Hollins, Ryan Switzer and 

Oct. 15 atMiami | Bug Howard are dynamic threats in the passing game. 

Oct. 22 at Virginia | The Tar Heels also welcome back four returning starters “p I th aii ecdalones aaa 

Nov. 5 Georgia Tech | and their top reserve on the offensive line. Left guard Caleb rears ay eens ‘snobody 0 

Nov. 10 at Duke | Peterson and right tackle Jon Heck enter their fourth year Bes you, Thei ey na a0 Men ahi 5 ! 4” 

Nov. 19 The Citadel | starting for a group that helped UNC rush for a school-re- | jibe) Wil be de el ne 

Nov. 25 NC State | cord 5.96 yards per carry and allow an ACC-best 1.1 sacks — An opposing ACC assistant coach 
#Atlanta, GA | per game. 

2015 RESULTS BEFENSE UNC's defense was among the most improved 

FINAL RECORD: 11-3, 8-0 | in the nation in 2015, but there’s more room for growth as OFFENSE (7) 

Sept. 3 vs. South Carolina% 1 13-17 | Gene Chizik enters his second year as defensive coordinator, | WR 13 Mack Hollins (Sr) 88 Jordan Fieulleteau Ur) 

Sept. 12 North Carolina A&T W 53-146 | The Tar Heels allowed 61.9 yards per game fewer and 14.5 | WR 3 Ryan Switzer (Sr) 7 Austin Proeht (J) 

Sept. 19 Illinois W 48-14 | points per game fewer than the year before, but they ranked WR . rede } u ae fren oa Ur) 

Sept. 26 Delaware W 41-14 | at or near the bottom of the ACC in sacks (1.6 per game), te 0 Cal Sy SRL: Cel Eup 

Oct. 3 atGeorgiaTech  W 38-31 | : eb Peterson (Sr.) 74 Will Dancy (Sr.) 

nea a ss ‘ gery defense (5.1 yards per carry) and third-down stops C 68 Lucas Crowley (Sr.) 52 Tommy Hatton (F] 

Oct. 24 aia W 6-13 | (ACC-worst 44.2 percent conversion rate). i, RG 77 John Ferranto (Sr.) 73. Brad Henson (Jr) 

Oct. 29 at Pittsburgh W 6-19 | UNC could use a big step forward from its defensive line | RT 71 JonHeck (sr. 76 RJ. Prince (Ur) 

Nov. 7 Duke Wo 6631 after the Tar Heels allowed 424 rushing yards per game and TE 82 Brandon Fritts (So.) 86 Carl Tucker (Fr.) 

Nov. 16. Miami W 59-21. 6.6 yards per carry in the final three games last season. End | QB 10 Mitch Trubisky [Jr.) 6 Caleb Henderson (So.) 

Nov. 21 atVirginia Tech ot] W 30-27 | Dajaun Drennon and tackle Nazair Jones are the top per- | RB 34 Elijah Hood (Jr.) 8 T.J. Logan (Sr.] 

Nov. 28 atNC State W 45-36 | formers, but they need some help. At least five underclass- DEFENSE (6) 

Dec. § vs.Clemson%  L 37-45 | men figure to see significant playing time up front. Behind | pe 17 DajaunDrennon(Jr.) 52 Kemmi Pettway (J) 

Dec, 29 vs, Baylor # t 36-47 | them, linebacker is the position of biggest uncertainty on | DT 90 NazairJones(Jr) 97 Jalen Dalton (So.} 


TOP 10 RECRUITS mer departed after productive senior seasons, leaving Andre 


1. Chazz Surratt, OB, Denver, NC 
2, Jay-Jay McCargo, OL, Alexandria, VA | 
4. Tomon Fox, DE, Lawrenceville, GA | Cornerbacks M.J. Stewart and Des Lawrence both finished 
4. Patrice Rene, DB, Alexandria, VA 

5. Logan Byrd, 0B, Warner Robbins, GA 
6. Kyree Campbell, DT, Woodbridge, VA 
7, Garrett Walston, TE, Wilmington, NC 
8. Myles Dorn, DB, Charlotte, NC 128 stops. 
9. Rontavius Groves, WR, Nashville, TN | 
10. Jordon Brown, RB, Durham, NC 


two punts for touchdowns last season and has seven such 
205 RANKINGS scores for his career, one short of the NCAA record. Kicker Nick Wei- 


dere 
Searing 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 

)EFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


| MARGIN 


7 


60 


‘TEAM INFORMATION feaiae "5S North Carolina led the nation in yards per play (7.28) last 


Head Coach: Larry Fedora 
Record at School: 32-20 (4 years) 


Career Record: 66-39 (8 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: bees Kapilvic fourth-year junior Mitch Trubisky replaces Marquise Williams as the 


=» NORTH CAROLINA TAR HEELS | 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 22 * ACC COASTAL PREDICTION: | * PROJECTED RECORD: 9-4, 6-2 ACC 


season and figures to be explosive again despite some new faces. Of- 
| fensive line coach Chris Kapilovic takes over as offensive coordinator 
| for Seth Littrell, who left to become head coach at North Texas, and 


Trubisky is a capable runner and an accurate passer who completed 


DT 49 Jeremiah Clarke (So.) 
DE 45 Mikey Bart (Sr.) 
SLB 23 Cayson Collins (Jr.) 

MLB 10 Andre Smith (So,) 

WLB 36 Cole Holcomb (So.) 
CB 6 M.J. Stewart (Jr.) 
CB 2 DesLawrence (Sr.) 
S 26 Dominquie Green (Sr.) 
S 15 Donnie Miles (Jr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 24 Nick Weiler (Sr.} 
P 14 Joey Mangili (Sr.) 


‘Charlotte #Russll Atletico | the roster, Team leaders Shakeel Rashad and Jef Schoett- 


Smith and Cayson Collins to headline an athletic group that 
lacks experience. 
‘The secondary is in solid shape with three key returners. 


| in the top five in the ACC in passes defensed last season, 

and they should be one of the league's top tandems again. 
| Safety Donnie Miles is looking to improve in pass coverage 
| after establishing himself as a sure tackler with a team-best 


| SPECIALISTS Switzer is the headliner here, striking fear 
into opponents every time they punt the ball. He returned 


“iuietl Ae N08 | Jer looks to build on an outstanding season in which he made 20-of-23 
ay PPg Rs field goals, including 16-of-17 attempts inside 40 yards. 
4 ypg 


1 

262.5 ypg : 34 FINAL ANALYSIS This team will go as far as its new quarterback and 
486.9 ypg 2 1g | Unproven defense can take it. The Tar Heels need Trubisky to be as 
=a = ar) good in a starring role as he was in cameo appearances a year 

245 0p 5 QQ | ago. They also need him to stay healthy, because his back- 
261.4yg «16122, UPS have combined for one career pass attempt. While it’s 
188.6 ypg 3 1g | unfair to expect UNC to improve as much defensively as it 
435.9 ypg 13 % | did a year ago, more progress is needed in order for the Tar 
orGDIE = yu Heels to repeat as Coastal Division champions. The schedule 
+050 3 39 | is more difficult this season, leading to less margin for error. 


ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2016 


Passing: Mitch Trubisky, 47-40-555-0, 6 TDs 
Rushing; Elijah Hood, 219 att., 1,463 yds., 17 TDs 
Receiving: Ryan Switzer, 55 rec., 697 yds., 6 TDs 
Tackles: Donnie Miles, 128 

Sacks: Mikey Bart, 6.5 

Interceptions: M.J. Stewart, 4 


93 Robert Dinkins (So.] 
53. Malik Carney (So.] 
25 Ayden Bonilla (So.} 
7 Jonathan Smith (Fr.) 
41 J.B. Copeland (Jr.) 
18 Corey Bell Jr. (So.] 
11. Myles Wolfolk (Fr.) 
29 JK. Britt (So.) 

21 Myles Dorn [Fr.) 


KR 8 TJ. Logan (Sr) 
PR 3 Ryan Switzer (Sr.) 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


UNC averaged 7.7 yards per play 
on first down, third in FBS. The 
run game rarely went backwards, 
setting up strong play-action. 


Chris Keane 


Pitt Athletics 


PITTSBURGH PANTHERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 38 ¢ ACC COASTAL PREDICTION: 4 * PROJECTED RECORD: 7-5, 4-4 ACC 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Pittsburgh faces a couple crucial questions entering 2015. 


Head Coach: Pat Narduzzi | ‘The first: Can junior running back James Conner, after enduring MCL 
Record at School: 8-5 (1 year) | surgery and offseason chemotherapy treatments for Hodgkin's lym- 
Career Record: 8-5 {1 year) | phoma, make a comeback? And second: If so, can the powerful runner 
Offensive Coordinator: Matt Canada | return to the form that enabled him to rush for 1,765 yards and 26 
Defensive Coordinator: Josh Conklin | touchdowns en route to 2014 ACC Player for the Year honors? The 
Pittsburgh, PA Heinz Field (68,400) | coaching staff believes Conner will be ready. “I know this, James is an 


| inspiration to all of us; he makes us better every day,” says second-year 


2016 SCHEDULE | coach Pat Narduzzi. 


A healthy Conner would surely bolster a Panthers team that went 


= : Meson | 8-5 in Narduzzi’s first season. If Conner struggles, sophomore Qadree 
Sept. 17 at Oklahoma State | Ollison offers a quality alternative. Ollison was named the ACC Of- 
Sept, 24 at North Carolina | fensive Rookie of the Year after rushing for 1,121 yards. 

Oct. 1 Marshall | The X-factor is senior quarterback Nathan Peterman, a Tennessee 
Oct. 8 Georgia Tech | transfer who emerged as a leader after taking over in Week 3. He fin- 
Oct. 1 at Virginia | ished second in the ACC in completion percentage (61.5) 

Oct. 27 Virginia Tech | and third in touchdown passes (20). Peterman also threw 

Now fi ats | just one interception in league play. It is imperative that 

Nov. 12 at Clemson Ih id ‘Ay hand eartravbile:th d aie! 

Nov. 19 Duke e provide a steady hand early while the untested receiv 

Nov. 26 Syracuse | ing corps, which lost all-time great Tyler Boyd to the NFL 


| Draft, settles in. 


2015 RESULTS DEFENSE ‘True to Narduzzi’s personality, the Pittsburgh 


| defense employs an ultra-aggressive style. Little wonder the OFFENSE (8) 
FINAL RECORD: 8-5, 6-2 | Panthers ranked 16th nationally and third in the ACC in | WR 19 Dontez Ford (Sr.) 
Sept. 5 Youngstown State W 45-37 | sacks last season at 2.85 per game. They also returned three | WR § Zach Challingsworth (Jr) 
Sept. 12° at Akron W 4-7 | turnovers for touchdowns. Explosive senior defensive end | LT 69 Adam Bisnowaty (Sr.] 
Sept, 17 atlowa: lot) Lb 26-27 Ejuan Price fits perfectly into the scheme. He nearly set an |G 53 Dorian Johnson (Sr.] 
Oct. 3 at Virginia Tech W 17-13 | é ; Brae C 63 Alex Officer (Jr.) 

iat FBS record with five sacks against Louisville and ranked 
Oct. 10 Virginia W 26-19 | 10th nationally with 11.5. Fifteen diff Panth | RG 78 Alex Bookser (So.) 
Oct. 17 atGeorgia Tech © W 31-28 | 20th nationally wi .5. Fifteen different Panthers players | p+ 9 Brian O'Neill (S0.) 
Oct. 24 at Syracuse W 23-29 | Were in on at least one sack. TE 83. Scott Orndoft (Sr.) 
Oct. 29 North Carolina L 19-26 | ‘The star of the defense is sophomore strong safety Jordan QB 4 Nathan Peterman (Sr.) 
Nov. 7 Notre Dame L 30-42 | Whitehead, who recorded the most tackles (109) by a true | RB 37 Qatree Ollison (So.) 
Nov. 14 at Duke W 31-13 | freshman in program history and was named the ACC’s | RB 24 James Conner [Jr.) 
Nov. 21 Louisville W 45-36 | Defensive Rookie of the Year. Whitehead was deployed at | DEFENSE (8) 
Nov. 27 Miami L 24-29 | linebacker, corner and even on the offensive side of the ball. DE 5 juan Price (Sr.) 
Dec. 28 vs. Navy # L 28-44 | Third-year starting linebacker Matt Galambos (five sacks) | DT 54 Tyrique Jarrett (Sr.) 
‘iltay Be" | Serves as the leader of a unit that must improve on scor- | DT §2 Shakir Soto (Sr) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS ing defense (26.1 ppg, 57th nationally), and takeaways (16, | DE § Dewayne Hendrix (So.) 
97th). OLB 30 Mike Caprara (Sr.) 

‘ | LB 47 Matt Galamb . 
god yates esha bye ote SPECIALISTS Senior kicker Chris Blewitt returns after one iy 8 he 
2, George Hill, ATH, Youngstown, OH : ee OLB 4 Bam Bradley (Sr) 

converting 15-of-23 field-goal attempts. Returning junior | ¢Bp 14 Avonte Maddox (Jr.) 
3. Keyshon Camp, DT, Lakeland, FL ; P . ; 
4, Amir Watts, DL. Chicago,IL punter Ryan Winslow averaged 41.1 yards, with 21 downed CB 38 Ryan Lewis (Sr. 
5, pee Mathews ATH vate PA | inside the 20. Quadree Henderson and Avonte Maddox | SS 9 Jordan Whitehead (So.) 
4 eter : each returned kickoffs for touchdowns. FS 15 Reggie Mitchell (Sr.) 


6. Thomas MacVittie, OB, Cincinnati, OH 


DEPTH CHART 


_ 
ail 


“They'll always be in games because [Pat] Nar- 
duzzi is a heck of a coach and they present prob- 
lems on third down from a scheme standpoint,” 


— An opposing ACC assistant coach 


7. Kaezon Pugh, LB, Aliquippa, PA FINAL ANALYSIS § Narduzzi infused life into a Pittsburgh | SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Ruben Flowers, WR, Lima, OH program that had been stagnating in recent years. Prior to K 12 Chris Blewitt (Sr. 
his arrival, the Panthers had finished 6-7, 6-7, 7-6 and 6-7 P 18 Ryan Winslow (Jr.) 


9. Chase Pine, LB, Williamsburg, VA 
10. Therran Coleman, DB, Pittsburgh, PA 


the previous four seasons. The eight wins in 2015 represent- 
| ed the most in five years. Highlights included a 6-1 start, a 


2015 RANKINGS 5-1 road record, a second-place finish in the Coastal Division and a 


trip to the Military Bowl. Panthers partisans are hoping for continued 


85 
10 
60 
62 
16 
66 
§5 
i 


29 
22 


32 
20 
2 


Jester Weab (Jr.) 
Quadree Henderson (So.] 
Aaron Reese (Jr.) 

John Guy {Sr.) 

Connor Dintino (So.) 
Mike Herndon (So.) 
Jaryd Jones-Smith (Jr.) 
Jaymar Parrish (Sr.] 
Manny Stocker (Sr) 
Rachid Ibrahim (Jr.) 
Dartin Halt (So.) 


James Folston (So.) 
Justin Moody (Jr.) 
Jeremiah Taleni (Jr.) 
Rori Blair (Jr.) 
Saleem Brightwell (Fr.) 
Quintin Wirginis (Jr.] 
Elijah Zeise (So.) 
Malik Henderson (Fr.) 
Phillipie Motley (So.} 
Dennis Briggs (So.) 
Terrish Webb (Sr.) 


KR 14 Avonte Maddox (Jr.) 
PR 10 Ouadree Henderson (So.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Nate Peterman, 314-193-2,287-8, 20 TDs 
Rushing: Qadree Ollison, 212 att.. 1,121 yds., 11 TOs 
Receiving: Dontez Ford, 26 rec., 505 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: Jordan Whitehead, 109 

Sacks: Matt Galambos, 5.0 

Interceptions: Avonte Maddox, 3 


Pitt went just 8-17 in games 
decided by one possession from 
2010-14. In Pat Narduzzi's first 


seat ne s “ee | improvement — which is feasible, given that 16 starters return — but 
tushng 186.8 ay A ” | the record might not reflect it. The schedule is unforgiving. Pittsburgh 
Passing 190. tyy il 9 | faces Penn State, Oklahoma State and North Carolina in Weeks 2-4, 
Total 377.5 ypq 1 32, then travels to Miami and Clemson later in the season. 
aaa A RCRA “We started to change the culture,” says Narduzzi, the 
Scoring 26.1 ppg 10 57 former Michigan State defensive coordinator. “We're still 
Rushing 148.5 ypg A building. We don’t look too far ahead. We try to win the day.” 
Passing 214.7 ypg 11 bd Narduzzi is rapidly winning over a fan base that seeks 
Total 363.2ypg q7 | Stability after enduring five coaching changes the previous 
TOMARGIN PERGAME ace waniona, SCN years. He says he plans to stick around and build a 

i 000 «7 44 | consistent winner. The foundation appears to be in place. 


year, the Panthers went 5-3. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 
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7, ~ 
OVIRGINIA CAVALIERS . 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 72 * ACC COASTAL PREDICTION: 7 » PROJECTED RECORD: 3-9, 1-7 ACC 


OFFENSE New coach Bronco Mendenhall prefers a rugged, du- 

TEAM INFORMATION | al-threat quarterback who “looks like Thor,” he says. Matt Johns doesn’t 
Record at School: First Season | exactly fit that profile. Tall and rangy at 6'5" and 210 pounds, Johns 
Career Record: 99-43 (11 years | is pocket passer who relies on guile and surprise in his rare forays on 
Offensive Coordinator: Robert Anae | foot. Mendenhall’s attack will be adapted to fit his strengths. No matter 
Defensive Coordinator: Nick Howell | the scheme, Johns needs to cut down on his interceptions. He had a 
Charlottesville, VA © Scott Stadium (61,500) | nation-high 17 a year ago. 

| Who needs a running QB when the backfield is the strength of the 

offense? Former five-star recruit Taquan “Smoke” Mizzell finally lived up 

E016 SCHEDULE to his billing and nickname last year, rushing for 671 yards and catching 
75 passes for 721 yards, an ACC receiving yardage record for a running 
g : back. Senior Albert Reid and junior Daniel Hamm are capable runners 
ept. 17 at Connecticut 3 < 3 = 
Sept. 24 Central Michigan and receivers, and Jordan Ellis provides a power-back option. 
Oct. 1 atDuke ‘The receiving corps has much to prove. Johns’ favorite target, Canaan | 
Oct. 15 Pittsburgh Severin, has moved on. The holdovers, almost to a man, have battled | QUIN BLANDING 
Oct. 22 North Carolina injuries and inconsistency. Olamide Zaccheaus, a converted 
Oct. 29 Louisville tailback, is the returning leader in receptions in the group. 
Nov. 5 at Wake Forest Doni Dowling and Andre Levrone, intriguing talents com- 
Nov. 12 Miami ing off injuries, will get their chances to shine. 
Nov. 1? af Googe Li | The line was pieced together through injuries and attrition 
a (a Sete es | last year and played well considering. Depth is still a con- 

| cern, but some stalwarts remain in center Jackson Matteo, 
2015 RESULTS right tackle Eric Smith and guard Jack McDonald. 
FINAL RECORD: 4-8, 3-5 | DEFENSE As with the offense, depth up front is Men- 
Sept. 5 at UCLA 16-34 | denhall’s biggest concern. With four starters gone, the line 
Sept. 12 Notre Dame 27-34 | lacks experience and depth. Switching to a 3-4 alignment 


Head Coach: Bronco Mendenhall 


Sept. 3 Richmond 
Sept. 10 at Oregon 


“Bronco Mendenhall is a great coach, it’s just 
what kind of fit will he be at Virginia, particularly 
from a recruiting standpoint?” 


— An opposing ACC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (5) 
WR 19 Doni Dowling Ur.) 85. Keeon Johnson (Sr.] 
WR 14 Andre Levrone (Jr.] 33 Olamide Zaccheaus (So.] 
LT 67 Jack English (Jr.) 76 Michael Mooney (Sr.) 


Sept. 19 William & Mary 45-29 | rather than the 4-3 Virginia played under coach Mike Lon- “ e ee (sr) : tn a : 
Sept. 25 Boise State \4-56 don should help the numbers game. It also represents a huge RG 71 Jack McDonald Un) Jared Cohen (S0.) 
Xe Ta Ee rap | Opportunity for end Andrew Brown, who has had a quiet | Rt 72 Eric Smith(Sr) 75 Sadiq Olanrewaju Ut) 
Oct. 24 at North Carolina 19-26 couple of seasons at tackle after arriving on campus with TE 45 Evan Butts (So) 49 Brendan Marshall (Jr.} 
Oct. 31 Georgia Tech 77-9) | five-star credentials. Brown battled injuries as a freshman | QB 15 Matt Johns (Sr.) 2 Connor Brewer (Sr) 


TB 4 Taquan Mizzell (Sr.) 22 Daniel Hamm (Jr.) 
FB 41 Connor Wingo-Reeves (Sr) 44 Tanner Cowley (Fr. 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE 9 Andrew Brown (Jr) 96 Steven Wright (Fr.1 
NT 93 Donte Wilkins (Sr.) 57 James Trucilla (Fr) 
DE 58 Eli Hanback (Fr.) 59 Mark Hall (Sr.] 
OLB 54 Cory Jones (So.} 31. Chris Peace (So,) 
ILB 51 Zach Bradshaw (Sr.) 15 C.J. Stalker (So.) 
1LB 53. Micah Kiser (Jr.) 30 Dominic Sheppard (Fr) 


7-277 and still needs to polish his technique but has tremendous 
31-38 | strength and burst off the line. Donte Wilkins, a senior often 
42-34 | employed on running downs, should hold down the middle 
20-23 | at nose. Redshirt freshman Eli Hanback, a former 4-3 tack- 
le, has been a quick study at end. 

Savvy and relentless, linebacker Micah Kiser led the ACC 
TOP 10 RECRUITS in tackles per game despite possessing average speed and 
1. Tre Harbison, RB, Shelby, NC size. Zach Bradshaw also returns on the outside. A young 


Nov. 7 at Miami 
Nov. 14 at Louisville 
Nov. 21 Duke 

Nov. 28 Virginia Tech 


L 
L 
W 
L 
L 
Oct. 17 Syracuse (ot) W 44-38 
L 
Ww 
L 
L 
W 
L 


2. Joseph Reed, WR, Charlotte Court House, VA aaa an eo ane aie Same mes, Med by OLB 27 Malcolm Cook (Jr.] 36. Gladimir Paul (Fr.) 

3. Hasise Dubois, WR, Irvington, NU | C.J, Stalker, will be counted on to fill out the Sy CB 5 TimHarris (Sr) 2 Kirk Garner (Jt) 

4, Jordan Mack, DB, Lithonia, GA | _Thesecondary ‘looks loaded. Free safety Quin Blanding was | cg 71 Juan Thornhill (So) 39 Darious Latimore (So.) 
5. Cole Blackman, WR, Glen Allen, VA an All-ACC pick. Hard-hitting Kelvin Rainey returns at SS 38. Kelvin Rainey (Sr.) 28 WilWahee {Sr 


FS 3 Quin Blanding (Jr.) 21 Juan Thornhill (So.) 


6. Sonny Abramson, OB, Chester, NJ | strong safety. Wil Wahee and Juan Thornhill provide quality 


7. Ben Knutson, OT, Granger, IN depth. Senior Tim Harris and sophomore Darious Latimore SPECIAL TEAMS 

8. Juwan Moye, LB, Lilburn, GA | had three of the team’s four interceptions and combined to K 91 Dylan Sims (Sr) KR_ 33 Olamide Zaccheaus (So.) 
9. kidan Howard, WR, Monroeville, PA | Dreak up 10 passes. P 1B Nicholas Conte (Sc) PR ZI Juan Thorail 0.) 
10. Landan Word, LB, Vienna, VA | SPECIALISTS With the reliable Ian Frye gone, Dylan BOLD indicates returning starter 


Sims will try to transition from kickoff specialist to place- 
kicker. Punter Nicholas Conte ranked second in the ACC 
e015 RANKINGS with a 44.7-yard average. Zaccheaus showed potential as a kick return- 
OFFENSE ©» PERGAME = ACC = NATIONAL | eras a freshman last season. 


a a . a | FINALANALYSIS Mendenhall arrived from BYU sounding as much 
Passing 1383 oy 7 5) | like a management consultant as a coach, demanding old-school ac- 
Total 383.0 ypg 9 75 | countability and discipline but also throwing around new-age lingo 
a ea] inspired by his fascination with organizational efficiency. 
Scoring 322 ppg 14 9, Mendenhall won 99 games in 11 years at BYU, and that suc- 
Rushing 156.6ypg 8 50 cess gave him instant credibility with players hungry for direc- 
Passing 254.9ypq 13 97 | tion after years in the wilderness. Mendenhall turned things 
Total 411.5 ypg 12 9 | around broad i: Provo oH believes he can ete eee Vir- 
| ginia — where he’s arguably got more to work with and fewer 
o pg ee erie of the built-in challenges that came with the territory at BYU. 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Matt Johns, 403-247-2,810-17, 20 TDs 
Rushing: Taquan Mizzell, 163 att., 671 yds.. 4 TDs 
Receiving: Taquan Mizzell, 75 rec., 721 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Micah Kiser, 117 

Sacks: Micah Kiser, 7.5 

Interceptions: Darius Latimore, 2 


Virginia's field position margin 
fell by 9.0 yards per possession. 
Only one other team [Nebraska] 
regressed by more than 7.7. 


Peter Brouillet 
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Tom DiPace 


VIRGINIA TECH HOKIES 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 29 « ACC COASTAL PREDICTION: 3 * PROJECTED RECORD: 8-5, 5-3 ACC 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Justin Fuente 

Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: 26-23 (4 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Brad Cornelsen 
Defensive Coordinator: Bud Foster 


Blacksburg, VA © Lane Stadium (65,632) 


| ey but the Hokies have some pretty impressive pieces in place. 


2016 SCHEDULE _| 


Liberty 

vs. Tennessee # 
Boston College 
East Carolina 

at North Carolina 
at Syracuse 
Miami 

at Pittsburgh 

at Duke 

Georgia Tech 

at Notre Dame 
Virginia 


| receiving records, and the 6'7",245-pound Hodges opted to come back 
| to school instead of declaring for the NFL. 


| a combined 89 games in their careers, led by powerful guards Wyatt 


_ sor at Memphis, considering him a perfect fit for the spread. 


Bristol, TN 


20ISRESULTS _| 


FINAL RECORD: 7-6, 4-4 


Oct. 31 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 21 
Nov. 28 
Dec. 26 


Ohio State L 24-42 | 
Furman W 42-3 | 
at Purdue W 51-26 | 
at East Caroling =k 28-35. | 
Pittsburgh L 13-17 | 
NC State W 28-13 | 
at Miami L 20-30 | 
Duke fot} L 43-45 | 
at Boston College W 26-10 
at Georgia Tech W 23-21 | 
North Carolina {ot} L 27-30 | 
at Virginia W 23-20 
vs. Tulsa # W 55-52 | 

#independence Bowt | 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Jerod Evans, OB, Dallas, TX* 

2. Khalil Ladler, CB, Stone Mountain, GA 
3. Divine Deablo, WR, Winston-Salem, NC 
4. Josh Jackson, 0B, Ann Arbor, MI 


5. Reggie Floyd, S, Manassas, VA 


6. Eric Kumah, WR, Manassas, VA 

7. Phil Patterson, WR, Virginia Beach, VA 
8. Jovonn Quillen, DL, Hampton, VA 

9. Samuel Denmark, WR, Huger, SC 

10. Demetri Moore, OL, Fairborn, OH* 


| tober. Do-everything fullback Sam Rogers can fill many roles in the 


| new assistant coaches will right the ship. End Ken Ekanem 


OFFENSE It’s anew day on offense in Blacksburg, as new coach Justin 
Fuente brings his up-tempo, spread offense with him from Memphis. 
It’ll take Fuente time to build the personnel to fit his preferred style of |} 


Travon McMillian ran for 1,000 yards last season in his first year as a 
tailback, getting the lion’s share of carries beginning only in mid-Oc- 


offense. Tech’s top three pass catchers are as good as anyone in the 
ACC, with receivers Isaiah Ford and Cam Phillips and tight end 
Bucky Hodges all returning. Ford’s poised to break all of the school’s 


A veteran offensive line has four players returning who have started 


Teller and Augie Conte, two legitimate All-ACC candidates. 
‘The big question is quarterback, where Jerod Evans, the na- 
tion’s No. 1 dual-threat junior college quarterback, is battling 
fifth-year senior Brenden Motley for the job. Fuente and his 
staff originally recruited Evans to be Paxton Lynch's succes- 


DEFENSE ‘The defense hit its roughest patch in Bud Fos- 
ter's 20 years as a coordinator last season, with injuries, youth 
and attrition contributing to a down year. The Hokies al- 
lowed 26.3 points, 369.8 total yards and 180.7 rushing yards 
per game, all highs in the Foster era. Their 26 sacks and 10 
interceptions were the team’s lowest since Foster assumed 
defensive coordinator duties in 1995. 

Foster hopes that establishing continuity on defense, re-fo- 
cusing on fundamentals and incorporating fresh ideas from 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR 1 Isaiah Ford (Jr.) 
WR_ 5 Cam Phillips Ur.) 


LG 57 Wyatt Teller (Jr.) 

C 64 Eric Gallo (Jr.) 
RG 72 Augie Conte (Sr.) 
RT 67 Parker Osterloh (Jr.) 
TE 7 Bucky Hodges Jr.) 
QB 4 Jerod Evans (Jr.] 
RB 34 Travon McMillian (So.) 
FB 45 Sam Rogers (Sr.] 


(14 sacks the last two years) and tackle Woody Baron high- 
light a deep defensive line. The linebackers are a question 
mark, with Foster hoping that Andrew Motuapuaka makes 


a leap in his second year as a starter and that 6'5" sophomore DEFENSE (6) 
Tremaine Edmunds can slide into the backer role. DE 4 KenEkanem Sr.) 
‘The aim of the secondary is to put players at one position | pT 6 Woody Baron (Sr.) 
and let them develop instead of constantly shuffling things DT 95 Nigel Williams (Sr.] 
around. Free safety Chuck Clark and cornerback Brandon | DE 43 Seth Dooley (Jr.) 
| Facyson are mainstays, but rover Terrell Edmunds, cor- | LB 24 Anthony Shegog (Jr) 
| nerbacks Adonis Alexander and Greg Stroman and nickel | 8B 54 


*junior college transfer | 


2015 RANKINGS _| 


OFFENSE © © PERGAME ACC —NATIONAL 
Scoring 31.0ppg 6 53 
Rushing 159.2ypg 11 82 
Passing 225.8ypg 9 64 
Total 385.1 ypg 8 14 
DEFENSE © PERGAME ACC NATIONAL | 
Scoring  26.3ppg 11 59 | 
Rushing 180.7 ypg 11 74 
Passing 189.2ypg == 4 19 
Total 369.8 ypg = 9 4h 
TOMARGIN PERGAME ACC —NATIONAL 
+4 +0310 5 39 


| mains under new special teams coordinator James Shibest, 
| who ran some of the best units in the country at Memphis. 
| Kicker Joey Slye was 23-of-27 on field goals inside 50 yards 


| prominence might not be instantaneous. 


| with him from Memphis a spread offense that’ll catch the 
| Hokies up with the rest of the college football world. In 
| keeping long-time Beamer aide Foster on defense, the Hok- 
| ies eventually hope to have the best of both worlds. 


| back Mook Reynolds are trying to settle into their posi- | LB 4? Tremaine Edmunds (So. 
| tions. There’s talent on this side of the ball, and Foster has Fe oh ean Teens Ur) 
‘ 3 CB 36 Adonis Alexander (So.) 
a two-decade track record of putting standout units on the 
ea ‘ : SS 22 Terrell Edmunds (So.) 
field. It might just need time to jell. FS 19 Chuck Clark (Sr) 
| SPECIALISTS Beamer Ball is over, although its spirit re- SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 46 Joey Slye (Jr) 
P 90 Mitchell Ludwig (Jr.] 


last year. Stroman’s a gamebreaker on punt returns. 

FINAL ANALYSIS For the first time in three decades, 
a new coach will patrol the sideline in Blacksburg. Fuente succeeds 
the venerable Frank Beamer, a future College Football Hall of Famer 
who retired after winning 238 games in 29 seasons with Virginia Tech. 
There’s no question the Hokies needed a jolt, however. Tech was 29-23 
overall the last four years and a .500 team in ACC play, so a return to 


But in Fuente, Virginia Tech hopes it found a path to the 
future that doesn't forget its past. The 39-year-old brings 


ISAIAH FORD 


“It'll be interesting to see what Justin Fuente 
does with the offense because he likes much 
more of a wide open style than they're used to.” 


88 Divine Deabto (Fr.) 
20 Deon Newsome (Jr) 


LT 71 Jonathan McLaughlin (Sr.) 69 Yosuah Nijman (So.] 
66. Billy Ray Mitchell (So. 


61 Kyle Chung (Jr) 

58 Colt Pettit (So.} 

77 Demetri Moore Ur.) 
13. Chris Durkin (So.) 
Brenden Motley (Sr.] 
28 Shai McKenzie (So.) 
32. Steven Peoples (So.) 


~- 


94 Trevon Hill Fr.) 
97. Tim Settle (Fr.) 
98 Ricky Walker (So.] 
99 Vinny Mihota [So.) 
18 Raymon Minor (So.) 


Andrew Motuapuaka (Jr.)44 Carson Lydon (So.) 


50 Jamieon Moss (Jr.] 

3. Greg Stroman (Jr.] 

6 Mook Reynolds (So.) 

17 Jahque Alleyne (So.) 

23 Der'Woun Greene (Sr.] 


KR_ 23 Der'Woun Greene (Sr.] 


PR 3 Greg Stroman [Jr.] 


The last time the Hokies were 
breaking in a new head coach in 
1987, Justin Fuente was an 11- 

year old grade schooler in Tulsa. 
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BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Brenden Motley, 164-92-1,155-7, 11 TDs 
Rushing: Travon McMillian, 200 att., 1,043 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Isaiah Ford, 75 rec., 1,164 yds., 11 TDs 
Tackles: Chuck Clark, 107 

Sacks: Ken Ekanem, 4.5 

Interceptions: Adonis Alexander, 4 


— An opposing ACC assistant coach 
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PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


EAST 


. r x SFAMERICAN 
OWLS. 


. i" . S AMERICAN 


BEARCATS 
San . Aner 


6, 4- GAMERICAN 


Pine RATES 
oe 3- TE MERICAN 


co isKice 
A ius 


x " ie SH ERIGAN 


COUGARS 
COUGA 
11-2, 8- SRMERICAN 


NAVY 
MIDSHIPMEN 
8-4, 6-2 AMERICAN 


ILBEN HURRICANE 
-4 AMERICAN 


50S 
seh 


SMU 


MUSTANGS 
4-8, 2-6 AMERICAN 


TULANE 


GREEN WAVE 
2-10, 0-8 AMERICAN 


AAC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME: HOUSTON OVER USF 
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GREG WARD 


2015 BOWL RESULTS 


Peach Bowl: Houston 38, Florida State 24 


Boca Raton Bowl: Toledo 32, Temple 17 
Miami Beach Bowl: WKU 45, USF 35 
Hawaii Bowl: San Diego State 42, Cincinnati 7 
St. Petersburg Bowl: Marshall 16, Connecticut 10 
Birmingham Bowl: Auburn 31, Memphis 10 
Independence Bowl: Virginia Tech 55, Tulsa 52 
Military Bowl: Navy 44, Pittsburgh 28 


2016 BOWL PROJECTIONS 


Cotton Bowl: Houston vs. LSU 
Miami Beach Bowl: USF vs. Western Michigan 
Military Bowl: Temple vs. Boston College 
St. Petersburg Bowl: Cincinnati vs. Georgia Tech 
Armed Forces Bowl: Navy vs. Texas Tech 
Birmingham Bowl: Connecticut vs. Kentucky 
Boca Raton Bowl: Memphis vs. WKU 
Cure Bowl: Tulsa vs. Georgia Southern 


East Carolina Athletics 


Jones 


Ward: Houston Athletics; 


2015 AAC STANDINGS 

EAST AAC OVERALL | WEST 
Temple 7-1 10-4 | Houston 
USF 6-2 8-5 = |sNavy 
Cincinnati 4-4 7-6 | Memphis 
Connecticut 4-4 6-7 | Tulsa 
East Carolina 3-5 5-7 Tulane 
UCF 0-8 0-12 | SMU 
RECRUITING 

BY SCHOOL - 
1. Houston CINCINNATI Fl 
3. South Florida oer " 
4. UCF 

5. Memphis Ht : 
6. SMU SMU 7 
7. Cincinnati TEMPLE 5 
8. East Carolina TULANE 12 
9. Tulane TULSA 4 
10. Navy UCF 6 
11. Tulsa USF 2 


12. Connecticut 


AAC 
7-1 
7-1 
b-3 
3-5 
1-7 
1-7 
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2016 UNIT RANKINGS 


sayoe own 


13-1 


OVERALL 


11-2 


9-4 
6-7 
a8 


2-10 


ose oreo 
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| 
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FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 


QB Greg Ward 5-11 185 Sr. 
RB Marlon Mack 6-0 205 Jr. 
RB Jahad Thomas 5-10 188 Sr. 
WR Isaiah Jones 6-1 9-197) St. 
WR Keevan Lucas 5-10 195 Sr. 
WR Courtland Sutton 6-4 215 So. 


C  Deyshawn Bond 6-1 291 Sr. 


OL Kofi Amichia 6-4 290 Sr. 
OL J.T. Boyd 6-4 298 Sr. 
OL Dion Dawkins 6-5 320) Sr. 
OL Ryan Leahy 6-6 292 Sr. 
AP ArkeelNewsome 6-7 180 Jr. 


FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 


DL FolorunsofFatukasi 6-4 310 Jr. 
DL Haason Reddick 6-1 230 Sr. 
DL BJ. Singleton 6-4 314 Sr. 
DL Tanzel Smart 6-1 304 Sr 
LB Nico Marley 5-10 208 Sr. 
LB Auggie Sanchez 6-2 264 Sr. 
LB Steven Taylor 6-1 225). Si, 
CB Sean Chandler 6-0 190 Jr. 
CB JamarSummers 6-0 185 Jr. 

§ Zach Edwards 6-1 200 Sr. 

S Obi Melifonwu 6-3 216 Sr. 


FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 


K — Jake Elliott 5-10 165 Sr. 
P Caleb Houston 6-1 210 Sr. 
KR Brandon Wilson 5-11 200 Sr. 
PR Tajee Fulwood 6-2 203 Sr. 


SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 


QB Quinton Flowers 6-0 210 Jr 
RB Duke Catalon 6-0 210 So. 
RB Dontrel Hilliard 5-11 195 Jr. 
WR Rodney Adams 6-1 190 Sr. 
WR Chance Allen 6-3 215 Sr. 
WR Tre‘Quan Smith 6-1 201 So. 

C Will Noble 6-4 290 So. 
OL Blake Belcher 6-5 304 Sr. 
OL Trevon Tate 6-4 . 280 = So. 
OL Chris Taylor 6-3 320 Sr. 
OL Dominique Threatt 6-1 315 Sr. 
AP Sam Craft 6-0 210 Sr. 


SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 


DL Luke Carrezola 6-3. 260 Sr. 
DL Praise Martin-Oguike 6-1 255 Sr. 
DL Jamiyus Pittman 6-0 300 Jr. 
DL Deadrin Senat 6-1 305 Jr 
LB Matt Linscott 6-1 223 Sr. 
LB Eric Wilson 6-2 219 Sr. 
LB Junior Joseph 6-1 242 Jr. 
CB. Deatrick Nichols 5-10 189 Jr 
CB Brandon Wilson 5-11 200 Sr. 

S Nate Godwin 5-10 204 Sr. 

§ Travon Simmons 5-10 185 Jr. 


SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 


K Andrew Gantz 5-9 170 Jr. 
P Worth Gregory 6-3 209 Sr. 
WR Rodney Adams 6-1 190 Sr. 
PR Quay Johnson 5-10 177 Jr. 
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c CINCINNATI BEARGATS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 54 ¢ AAC EAST PREDICTION: 3 « PROJECTED RECORD: 8-4, 5-3 AAC 


OFFENSE Cincinnati set 18 school records on offense last season but 
TE eae ATION | will have new offensive coordinator and several new starters this year. 
Record at School: 25-14 (3 yeu] Former coordinator Eddie Gran left for the same job at Kentucky. 
Career Record: 155-91 (20 years} | Under Gran, UC had the three most productive seasons of total offense 
Offensive Coordinator: Zac Taylor in school history, including 6,992 yards last season. UC last year ranked 
Defensive Coordinator: Robert Prunty No. 6 nationally in total offense (537.8 ypg) and No. 38 in scoring 
Cincinnati, OH © Nippert Stadium (40,000) offense (33.8 ppg). 
New offensive coordinator Zac Taylor finished the 2015 season as 


2016 SCHEDULE Miami Dolphins interim offensive coordinator. UC will still play fast 
Siok. 1 lameeae iat on offense, but expect more pro-style looks that include throwing to 
Sept. 10 at Purdue the backs and tight ends more than in recent years. 

Sept. 15 Houston | The big question is at quarterback. Gunner Kiel has been the starter 
Sept. 24 Miami (Ohio) | for most of the past two years, but he missed the 2015 Hawaii Bowl 
Oct. 1 South Florida | for undisclosed personal reasons. Kiel rejoined the team in January, 
Oct. 8 at Connecticut | but coach Tommy Tuberville said Kiel had to earn his job back. Kiel 
Oct. 22 East Carolina | threw for 2,777 yards and 19 touchdowns but was inter- 


“They're interesting because they lost their 
whole offensive staff and their defensive coordi- 
nator, so you have to kind of wait and see.” 


Oct. 29 at Temple 


Sip a cepted 11 times. Hayden Moore, who spelled Kiel at several 
ov. 


Nov. 12. atUCF junctures last season as a redshirt freshman, is in the run- 
Nov. 18 Memphis ning to start. Moore was inconsistent overall with nine TD 
Nov, 25 at Tulsa | passes and 11 interceptions. 
| UC must replace its top five receivers, including career 
| receptions leader Shaq Washington. Top returning receiver 


— An opposing AAC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


2015 RESULTS Nate Cole caught 19 passes last year. OFFENSE (4) 
FINAL RECORD: 7-6, 4-4 | At running back, UC has solid producers in Mike Boone | WR 84 Nate Cole (Sr) 85. Brayden Beard (Fr.) 
Sept. 5 Alabama A&M W 52-10 | (749 yards rushing) and Tion Green (729). Veteran center | WR 1 Kahlil Lewis [So.) 17 Jamil Kamara (So.) 
Sept. 12 Temple L 2-34 | Deyshawn Bond will lead what should be a strong line. WR 13 Avery Peterson (So.) 21 Devin Gray Ur.) 
Sept. 19 at Miami (Ohio) W 37-3 | DEFENSE Tuberville had three different defensive coordi- ee Ryan Soest (So a Reed Armagost (rt) 
Sept. 24 at Memphis L 46-53 | a : LG 65  Idarius Ray (Sr.) 54 Keith Minor (So.) 
Oct 1 Miami W 34.23 | Rators in his first three UC seasons, and there will be change C59 Deyshawn Bond (Sr.) 65 David Niehaus (Sr) 
Oct. 16 at BYU L 24-33 Yet again at the top. Last year’s coordinator, Steve Clinkscale, | pg 73 Ryan Leahy (Sr.) 64 Will Steur (Jr) 
Oct. 24 Connecticut W 37-13 | left to become secondary coach at Kentucky. Robert Prunty | RT 71 Korey Cunningham (Jr) 57 Morgan James (Fr) 
Oct. 31 UCE W 52-7 | is Clinkscale’s nominal replacement, but indications are that | TE 81 DJ Dowdy (Sr.} 18 Tyler Cogswell (Jr) 
Nov. 7 atHouston L 30-33 Tuberville himself will run the defense on game days, with | QB 11 Gunner Kiel (Sr.) 8 Hayden Moore (So.) 
Nov. 14 Tulsa W 49-38 input from his assistants. RB 7 Tion Green (Sr.) 5 Mike Boone (Jr.} 
Nov. 20 atSouth Florida  L 2-65 | UC jumped 20 spots to No. 78 nationally in total defense | DEFENSE (7) 
ae 7 at i a an ee last year, with Tuberville turning to speedier youngsters in- | DE 54 Mark Wilson [Jr] 47 Landon Brazile (So.) 
2 See ied stead of slower veterans. DT % Cortez Broughton (So.) 44 Marquise Copeland (So.) 
ae UC returns its top two tacklers in outside linebacker Eric | DT 99 Alex Pace (Sr.) 50. Sione Tongamoa (Sr.) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS Wilson (106) and safety Zach Edwards (93). Middle line- | DE 51. kimoni Fitz So.) 98 Lyndon Johnson (Sr} 


LB 23 Eric Wilson (Sr.) 42 Antonio Kinard (Sr,) 
LB 45 Bryce Jenkinson (So.) 33 Jaylyin Minor (Jr.) 
LB 5 Mike Tyson (Sr.) 30. Chris Murphy (Jr) 
CB 13 Grant Coleman (Jr.) 14 JJ Pinckney (So.) 
CB 32 LindenStephens(Jr.) 3 Christian Angulo {Fr.) 


| backer Bryce Jenkinson also returns after tying for third on 
1. Tyquan Statham, LB, Oakwood, GA the team with 59 tackles. Defensive tackles Alex Pace and 
2. James Wiggins, CB, Homestead. FL | Cortez Broughton return to anchor the line. 


3. Gerrid Doaks, RB, Indianapolis, IN ate ae i 
4, Malick Mbodj, WR Lthoni, GA | Tuberville likes to talk about technique, but no amount of 


6. Eric Jenkins, CB, New Orleans, LAY | fundamentals can mask a lack of speed and experience. With S 20 Carter Jacobs (Ur) 2 Tyrell Gilbert (So.) 

6. Ty Sponseller. LB, Mason, OH | several underclassmen having learned under fire, he believes S 4 Zach Edwards (Sr.) 24 Malik Clements (So.) 

7. Marquis Smith, CB, Ypsitanti, MICH the defense is ready to regain some swagger. SPECIAL TEAMS 

8. Jerron Rollins, WR, Miami, FL | SPECIALISTS Placekicker Andrew Gantz enters his third K 16 Andrew Gantz (Jr) KR 7 Tion Green (Sr.) 

9. Zach Byczsnki, OL, Berea, OH year as starter, having made 37-of-47 field goal attempts for P 26 Sam Geraci (Jr) PR_ 85 Brayden Beard (Fr.) 

10, Devin Gray, WR, Sparks, NV* | his career. Punter Sam Geraci had a 46.3-yard average last BOLD indicates returning starter 


“junior college transfer | year, the best at UC since Kevin Huber (now with the Ben- 


gals) averaged 46.9 in 2007. UC has not returned a punt or 
2015 RANKINGS | kickoff for a TD since 2011, and coverage teams have been spotty. 
cae ihe 7 sy] | FINALANALYSIS The Bearcats slumped to 7-6 after two consecutive 
Rushing 119 A 5 57 9-4 seasons. It is a critical year for Tuberville, who turns 62 in Septem- 
Passing 350.9 4 1 4 | berand enters the fourth season of a five-year contract. 
Total 537.8 9 4 | How did UC set 18 school offensive marks and go only 7-6? UC 
DEFENSE PERGAME AAC wa) t@NKed 125th nationally in turnover margin at minus-1.46 
; 
9 
3 
8 


Scoring 31.2 ppg 
Rushing 191.6 ypg 
Passing 217.0 ypg 


99 | at 72.9 yards per game. UC improved slightly on defense 

57 last year but lacked playmakers and forced only 14 turnovers. 

Total 408.6 ypa 78 Cincinnati flopped after being a heavy favorite to win the 

TOMARGIN PERGAME AAC waa “SAC in 2015. UC is no longer the national player it became 
49 146 11 +125 ~+| ~Under Brian Kelly, and the fans are getting restless. 
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92 | per game. The Bearcats also were No. 123 in penalty yardage 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Gunner Kiel, 316-206-2,777-11, 19 TDs 
Rushing: Mike Boone, 104 att., 749 yds., 9 TDs 
Receiving: Nate Cole, 19 rec., 262 yds., 1 TDs 
Tackles: Eric Wilson, 106 
Sacks: Sione Tongamoa, 3.0 
Interceptions: Zach Edwards, 3 


Cincinnati's minus-19 turnover 
differential was the third-worst 
in FBS. Primary cause: intercep- 
tions. The Cats threw 22 of them. 


Andrew Higley/University of Cincinnati 


Steve Slade/UConn Athletic 


CONNECTICUT HUSKIES 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 77 « AAC EAST PREDICTION: 4 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 4-4 AAC 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE To put it quite simply, there’s nowhere to go but up for a 


; ' unit that finished 124th in the nation in total yards per game. But with 
Head Coach: Bob Diaco iL Ze . 
Record at School: 8-17 (2 years) __ nine starters back and a few key playmakers, that can be accomplished. 
Career Record: 8-17 (2 years) The one player who may generate the most excitement is junior run- 
Offensive Coordinator: Frank Verducci ning back Arkeel Newsome, a local product out of Ansonia, Conn., 
Defensive Coordinators: Vincent Brown, who was a Parade All-American in high school. At just 5'7", 180 
Anthony Poindexter pounds, Newsome packs an explosive element in his frame as both a 
Storrs, CT © Rentschler Field (40,642) | runner and receiver, putting up 1,686 all-purpose yards in his breakout 


| sophomore c ign. 
FSET MEEM The quarterback po 


The quarterback position will likely be in the hands of dual-threat 


Sept. 1 Maine junior Bryant Shirreffs. When he’s on the field — Shirrefts battled 
Sept. 10 at Navy | through some injuries late in the season — he’s clearly the team's best 
Sept. 17 Virginia option, as he completed 60 percent of his passes in 2015 for 2,078 yards 
Sept. 24 Syracuse and nine touchdowns while also adding 503 yards rushing. 

ais ?: eee | His top option will again be senior Noel Thomas, who caught 54 
i Saga | passes for 719 yards and three scores, and although the of- 

Oct. 15 at South Florida Sat 2 

Oct. 22. UCE | fense makes good use of its tight ends, it needs better pro- 

Oct. 29 at East Carolina | duction from its other wideouts. 

Nov. 4 Temple | The offensive line returns four starters, but it was clearly a 

Nov. 19 at Boston College | weak spot last season and needs to improve for the offense 

Nov. 26 Tulane | to take a step forward. 


DEFENSE Coach Bob Diaco came to UConn from Notre 
Dame as a defensive wizard, and he lived up to that repu- 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 6-7, 4-4 | tation last year. Outside of a couple games where they were | WR 5 Noel Thomas (Sr.) 18 Brian Lemette (Sr. 
Sept. 3 Villanova W 20-15 | gashed in the middle of the season, the Huskies were solid, | WR 2 Tyraiq Beals (S0,} (sr) ; Hergy tess te 
Sept. 12 Army W 2-17 | oiving up just 19.5 points per game, good for 15th in the LT 53. Andreas Knappe(Sr.) 65 Matt Peart (Fr. 
Sept. 19 at Missouri L 69 | aaah That mest s PE ahs seh when the offense’s LG 62 Tommy Hopkins Jr.) 73. Steve Hashemi Lr.) 
Sept. 26 Navy L 18-28 | ag ear ipa Bie: C 63 Ryan Crozier {So.] 75 Daniel Oak (So.} 
Oct. 2 at BYU L 1a) |) BOSE SHOW He 1s Canery INGO ACEOURE, tA: ra RG 72 Brendan Vechery (Jr.) 79 Kyle Schafenacker (Jr.) 
Oct. 10 atc W 60-13 Like the offense, there is plenty of production in the junior | RT 71 Richard Levy (Sr. 77 Trey Rutherford (Jr. 
Oct. 17 South Florida L 20-29 | class. On the defensive line, junior tackle Foli Fatukasi was TE 86 Alec Bloom (Jr.) 80 Tommy Myers (Jr.) 
Oct. 24 at Cincinnati L 13-37 | a disruptive force with a team-high eight sacks and seven | TE 89 Chris Lee (So.) 90 Zordan Holman (Fr.) 
Oct, 30 East Carolina W 31-13 | tackles for a loss. Classmate Luke Carrezola at end/outside | QB 4 BryantShirreffs(Jr.) 7 Garrett Anderson [Sr.) 
Nov. 7 at Tulane W 7-3 | linebacker broke out with six sacks and 8.5 tackles for a loss. RB 22 ArkeelNewsome(Jr.) 3 Ron Johnson (Jr.) 
Nov. 21 Houston W 20-17 | The clear strength of the team, despite the loss of Graham DEFENSE (6) 
4 : at ~~ “ ; xh | Stewart, should be the linebacking corps. Junior Joseph and | DE 57 Cole Ormsby (Jr) 47 Nazir Williams (Fr) 
ec. 26 vs. Marshal O16 | Matt Walsh return, and the unit will be bolstered by Florida | OT 93 Foley Fatukasi(Jr.) © 99 Sean Marinan (Sr.] 
#51 Fetesbug fowl | State transfer EJ. Levenberry, a former top recruit. DT 92 Mikal Myers (Sr.) 96 James Atkins (So.} 
TOP 10 RECRUITS Although opponents had relatively good success throwing | DE 15 LukeCarrezola(Jr.) 10 Cameron Stapleton (Jr) 
+ Gon fokooise DL Wael ak | the ball on the Huskies at times last year, UConn has a good ae y i. pegs 2 peor (St 
. Cam DeGeorge, OL, Lynnfield, | i a -, junior Joseph (Jr. jon Hicks (Jr. 
group returning in the secondary. Cornerback Jamar Sum OLB 13 Vontae Diggs Lit) 54 Omaine Stephens (Sr.} 


2. Tahj Herring, CB, Hartford, CT | mers — another junior — finished with eight interceptions, B 2 
3, Donovan Williams, 0B, Woodbridge, VA . 


the second-highest total in the nation. Fellow corner Jhavon | ¢g 4 


4. Eddie Hahn, DB, Port Monmouth, NJ | Williams returns, as does safety Obi Melifonwu, who was S 20 ObiMelifonwu(Sr.) 29 Anthony Watkins (So.) 
5. Quayvon Skanes, WR, Chicago, IL | third on the team in tackles with 88. S 41 Marshe Terry (Fr.) 16 Brice McAllister Ur.) 

. ctrrestenti i aK SPECIALISTS Like the defense, this should be another SPECIAL TEAMS 

5; ns oe ib Weddington Ne | strong point. The Huskies return nearly everyone here, in- K 17. Bobby Puyot (Sr.) KR 22 Arkeel Newsome (Jr) 
; ae ‘ cluding kicker Bobby Puyol, whose 88.9 percentage on field P 42. Justin Wain (Sr.) PR 18 Brian Lemelle (Sr.) 


9. Noel Brouse, DE, Slatington, PA 


1H Nino Leone, 0; South Hamilton, Wa | -S08lS Was good for fifth in the nation. 


| FINAL ANALYSIS In Diaco’s second season at UConn last 


2015 RANKINGS year, he did a masterful job of saving the team from a midseason slump 


to become bowl-eligible by knocking off Houston for a true signa- 


re 204 ‘4 ad ture win. Although the team didn’t win its bowl against Marshall, the 
hosting 1” “yp 105s Program has clearly taken a step forward from its 2-10 mark in 2014. 
Passing 185.5 yg 1}(108 The Huskies are more experienced with 15 returning starters. An- 
Total 3103ypg 111M other step forward is critical. Much hangs on the improvement of an 
ne a eT offensive unit that consistently hung its defense out to dry 

Scoring 19S ppg 15 ___ last season. But if the offensive line can improve enough to 
Rushing 165.8ypg 6 4g create holes for Newsome and make time for Shirrefts, prog- 

Passing 189.3ypg9 1 99 | tess is possible. The schedule isn’t a picnic with three ACC 

Total 365.1ypg 2 33 teams in non-conference play and road trips to Houston and 

TOMARGIN” PERGAME AAC wow, SOUth Florida. But the Huskies should be in line for at least 

49 +0.69 4 15 another bowl trip. 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (9) 


= 
ARKEEL NEWSOME 


“They want to control the clock, run the football 
and get into play action, They're going to be a 
tough out this year.” 


— An opposing AAC assistant coach 


Jamar Summers Jr.) 7 John Green (Sr.) 
Jhavon Williams (Sr.) 4 Javon Hadley (Sr.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Bryant Shirreffs, 279-168-2,078-8, 9 TDs 
Rushing: Arkeel Newsome, 183 att., 792 yds. 6 TDs 
Receiving: Noel Thomas, 54 rec., 719 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Junior Joseph, 93 

Sacks: Foley Fatukasi, 8.0 

Interceptions: Jamar Summers, 8 


UConn allowed only 3.49 points 
per trip inside the 40 in 2015, 
11th-best in the country. The 
Huskies bent but rarely broke. 
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<2” EAST CAROLINA PIRATES 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 94 ¢ AAC EAST PREDICTION: 5 * PROJECTED RECORD: 4-8, 3-5 AAC 


Head Coach: Scottie Montgomery 


Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: First Season 
Offensive Coordinator: Tony Petersen 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Defensive Coordinator: Kenwick Thompson 
Greenville, NC # Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium (50,000) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Western Carolina 
NC State 

at South Carolina 
at Virginia Tech 
UCF 

at South Florida 
Navy 

at Cincinnati 
Connecticut 

at Tulsa 

SMU 

at Temple 


2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: 5-7, 3-5 


Towson 

at Florida 

at Naw 
Virginia Tech 
at SMU 

at BYU 

Tulsa 

Temple 

at Connecticut 
South Florida 
at UCF 
Cincinnati 


-seersrssrr-= 


28-20 | 
24-31 | 
21-46 
35-28 
9-23 
28-45 
30-17 | 
14-24 | 
13-31 | 
1-22 

4-1 
16-19 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Hussein Howe, RB, Jacksonville, FL 
2. Javontay Smith, S, Columbus, GA 
3, Johnnie Glaspie, RB, Rose Hill, NC 
4, Emmanuel Jones, DB, Asheboro, NC 
5. Tahj Deans, WR, Bailey, NC 


6. Reid Herring, OB, Raleigh, NC 


7. Jarred Dorton, OL, Bakersfield, CA* 


8. D’Ante Smith, OL. Groveton, GA 


9. Raequan Purvis, DE, Plymouth, NC 
10. Chance Purvis, LB, Meridian, MS 


*junior college transfer | 


| they've got a couple of great Scotts — Anthony and Derrell — in the 


| rates hope to go to their fourth bowl in five seasons. All-con- 
| back, as are two other regulars and some more guys anxious 


| Terrell Green. 


| makes everyone better. The Pirates rushed for 50-plus yards 


OFFENSE First-year coach Scottie Montgomery wants a better bal- 
ance between running and passing. If he gets it, East Carolina could 
reverse last year’s disappointing 5-7 finish under Ruffin McNeill. As 
always, the Pirates seem to have a treasure chest of skilled receivers, and 


backfield. Former Minnesota and Rutgers quarterback Philip Nelson 
is the apparent starter at quarterback following Kurt Benkert’s transfer. 
Benkert, who was slated to start in 2015 before a knee injury ended his 
season, transferred out of the program in late April. Nelson started 16 
games for Minnesota in 2012-13. 

Likewise, Tennessee transfer Derrell Scott could be the powerful, in- 
side-the-tackles runner Montgomery hopes to build a more physical 
ECU style around. Anthony Scott made a statement with a 50-yard 
scamper on the first play of Montgomery’s first ECU scrimmage in the 


spring. His speed and that of a mega-talented receiving corps should | ISAIAH JONES | 


keep things more exciting in Greenville this fall as the Pi- jum 2 
They're one of the most athletic teams we faced 


all year, so we'll see what they do with the new 
staff. But they are always very impressive.” 


— An opposing AAC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (4) 
WR 85 DavonGrayson(Sr.) 81. Jimmy Williams {Sr.) 
WR 7 Isaiah Jones (Sr.) 23 Quay Johnson (Jr) 
WR 88 Trevon Brown (Jr.) 87. Terrell Green (So.) 
LT 78 Messiah Rice (So.) 74 Justin Sandifer [Jr.) 
LG 55 Garrett McGhin [So.) 70 Cortez Herrin (Fr.) 
C 73 Christian Matau (Jr.) 66 Erik Lenzen (So.) 


ference Isaiah “Zay” Jones and his whopping 98 catches are 
to get their hands on the pigskin, such as spring standout 


All-conference guard J.T. Boyd and 6'8", 341-pound tackle 
Brandon Smith return, as does center Christian Matau, who 


per game more when he started last year. 


DEFENSE New defensive coordinator Kenwick Thompson 
has tweaked the Pirates’ 3-4 and counts on a more aggres- 
sive approach. East Carolina can pull that off thanks to what 
may be the American Athletic Conference's best cornerback 


tandem in senior DaShaun Amos and sophomore Corey oF ; rahe Ur) i Pasa 
| Seargent. The deep and experienced secondary also boasts | TE 4 steve Baggett (Jr) 49 Brian Hardy (Sr. 
| returning safeties Terrell Richardson and Travon Simmons. QB 9 Philip Nelson (Sr.) 14 John Jacobs (Fr) 
On the line, seniors Fred Presley and Demetri McGill are | RB 3 Anthony Scott Ur) 24 Derrelt Scott {So.] 
proven commodities — Presley an athletic end and McGill DEFENSE (6) 


a run-stopper of some note. The linebackers are capable, too, 
particularly inside with Jordan Williams and Joe Carter, who 
is returning after missing all of last year with a knee injury. It 


DE 99 Fred Presley (Sr.) 97 Demage Bailey (Jr.) 
NT 56 Demetri McGill (Sr.) 69 Justin Brown [So.] 
DE 58 Darius Commissiong (Jr) 90 Randall Anderson (Jr.) 


, will also be hard to keep Ray Tillman on the bench. Outside, “ 4 oe ae on 1k ; atari Ur) 
; : : ‘on jordan Williams (Jr. ay Tillman (Jr. 
Joe Allely is a returning starter on the weak side, and 6'5 {LB 30 doe Carter (So) 58 Cam White (St] 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE © PERGAME AAC _-—_NATIONAL | 
Scoring 274ppg 9 70. al 
Rushing 133.3ypg = 9 107 
Passing © 281.3ypg = 4 27 
Total 4l4.oypg = 7 56 
DEFENSE  PERGAME AAC NATIONAL | 
Scoring  26.0ppg 6 4 | 
Rushing 174.5ypg = 7 69 
Passing 226.4ypg 5 67 
Total 400.9 ypg 6 66 
TOMARGIN PERGAME AAC NATIONAL | 

3 025 9 9 | 

68 


| Yiannis Bowden looked like the next big thing all spring 
| after moving over to the strong side. 

| SPECIALISTS Davis Plowman hit 10-of-12 field goal at- 
| tempts, with a career-long 45-yarder. Worth Gregory was 


| on punt returns and 10th at 20.1 on kickoff returns. Wide 


| termen returning, Graduation left some holes, but there’s talent on the 
| roster and a new system in place that stresses fundamentals and physi- 
| cality. There are veterans up front on both sides of the ball to make the 
| Pirates a more bruising bunch, and Montgomery & Co. saw progress 
' in discipline, trying to reduce ECU’s 68.8 yards per game in 


| first head coaching job. If Nelson proves capable, though, 


OLB 10 Yiannis Bowden (So.) 13. Pat Green (Jr) 

CB 39 DaShaunAmos(Sr.) 26 Colby Gore (Fr.) 

CB 5 Corey Seargent (So.] 14 Travis Philtips (Jr.) 
SS 22 Terrell Richardson (Sr) 9 Bobby Fulp (Ur) 

FS 3 TravonSimmons(Jr.) 6 DaShawn Benton (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

K_ 38. Davis Plowman (Sr.} KR_ 88 Trevon Brown Jr.) 

P 40 Worth Gregory (Sr.) PR 23 Quay Johnson (Jr) 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: James Summers, 94-60-683-2, 5 TDs 
Rushing: James Summers, 96 att., 446 yds., 8 TDs 
Receiving: Isaiah Jones, 98 rec., 1,099 yds., 5 TDs 
Tackles: Jordan Williams, 81 

Sacks: Yiannis Bowden, 3.6 

Interceptions: DaShawn Benton, 2 


fifth in the conference with his 43.0-yard punting average. 
Quay Johnson was fourth in the league with a 9.0 average 


receivers Trevon Brown and Davon Grayson will also work 
in the return game. Montgomery isn’t afraid to use more 
starters on special teams, either. In fact, count on it. 


FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Pirates have been to eight bowls in the last 10 
years, and Montgomery inherits a program with 75 percent of its let- 


penalties from a year ago. What everyone learned this spring FP ymaneas 
was that despite that pass-happy offense Montgomery over- Scottie Montgomery's Duke 


saw at Duke, the new coach wants a balanced attack in his offense averaged 79.7 plays per 
game, 12th in FBS. Expect ECU to 
pick up tempo after slowing down 
last year. 


and with that crew of receivers, count on the footballs flying 
again at Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium. 
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ECU Athletics 


Joe Labolito/Temple University 


TEMPLE OWLS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 52 * AAC EAST PREDICTION: 2 « PROJECTED RECORD: 8-4, 5-3 AAC 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE PJ. Walker is entering his fourth season as the starting 


Head Coach: Matt Rhul quarterback. His numbers were much better last year compared with 

Cais hau. 54 (3 years} 2014, when the line had issues protecting him. He already owns pro- 

Caress Record: 18-20 (3 years) | gram records for completions (601), TD passes (52) and wins (18) and 

Offensive Coordinator: Glenn Thomas will soon also be first in attempts (he needs 72 more) and yards (121 

Defensive Coordinator: Phil Snow } needed), 

Philadelphia, PA * Lincoln Financial Field (49,176) | Senior Jahad Thomas made first-team all-conference after rushing 
for 1,262 yards and 17 touchdowns. Still, he might get pushed by Ry- 


2016 SCHEDULE quell Armstead, who was hampered by a foot injury in the second half 


Sept. 3. Amy of the season. Coach Matt Rhule might direct new offensive coordina- 


Sept. 10 Stony Brook tor Glenn Thomas to run the ball even more by utilizing several guys, 
Sept. 17 at Penn State and he has the line to do it. Left tackle Dion Dawkins is a big-timer, 
Sept. 24 Charlotte and with the exception of left guard, there’s plenty of experience along 
Oct. 1 SMU | the front. 

Oct. 6 at Memphis Ventell Bryant is the only receiver out of last year’s top six who's back. 
Oct. 18 at UCF He came on strong at the end of 2015. Two others who are 


Oct. 21 South Florida 
Oct. 29 Cincinnati 
Nov. 4 atConnecticut 
Nov. 19 at Tulane 


| being counted on, Adonis Jennings and Keith Kirkwood, are 
transfers from Pittsburgh and Hawaii, respectively. Tight 
end Kip Patton, a basketball player in high school, is a red- 


Nov. 26 East Carolina zone threat. 

DEFENSE You dont replace someone as decorated as Tyler 
2015 RESULTS | Matakevich, an All-America linebacker who became the face DEPTH CHART 
FINAL RECORD: 10-4, 7-1 _ of the program. But the Owls have three linebackers who've | OFFENSE (6) 


77-10 | been starters in Avery Williams, Stephaun Marshall and WR 87 


44-26 | Jarred Alwan. Williams and Marshall wear single-digit jer- 
: sey numbers as two of the nine designated toughest players, 
25-23 y b f the nine designated toughest play 
47-3 as voted on by their teammates. Ditto corner Sean Chandler, 
4-10 | who might be Temple's best talent on this side of the ball. 
ahh Depth at safety could be a concern. Yet there appears to 
; be no shortage of capable bodies up front, where seniors 
20-24 8 P P 
4-4) Praise Martin-Oguike, Haason Reddick and Averee Robin- 
93-44 | son should head the rotation. Athletic strong safety Delvon 
31-12. Randall was the only true freshman to play on the defense 
27-3 | a year ago. 
Dec. 5 at Houston % 13-24 | SPECIALISTS Austin Jones set the school record for 
Dies 2 ive Toler <— 2 field goals made (23-for-28) and points by a kicker (113). 
Saoraugh AAC Championship #Bacaaton Bok” «FT actually had the same stats as Jake Elliott of Memphis, 
TOP 10 RECRUITS who was the unanimous all-conference selection. One-time 
1, Karamo Dioubate, DL, Philadelphia, PA | walk-on Alex Starzyk improved his punting average by four 
yards, to 42.4, last season. He just needs to be more consis- 
2. Anthony Russo, OB, Doylestown, PA ; 
‘atlorville NI | tent. The Owls ran one kickoff back for a touchdown and 
3. Greg Webb, DL, Sicklerville, NJ é : i 
F | also blocked a nation-leading five punts, one of which re- 
4, Freddie Johnson, WR, North Ft. Myers, FL | ; 
6. Linwood Crump, DB, South Amboy, NJ sulted in a score. They also blocked two placements, one of 


Sept. 5 Penn State 
Sept. 12 at Cincinnati 
Sept. 19 vs. Massachusetts & 
Oct. 2 atCharlotte 
Oct. 10 Tulane 

Oct. 17 UCF 

Oct. 22 at East Carolina 
Oct. 31 Notre Dame 
Nov. 6 atSMU 

Nov. 14 at South Florida 
Nov. 21 Memphis 


Nov. 28 Connecticut DEFENSE (5) 


r-rszsarsazrs= 2222 == 


6. Sam Franklin, ATH, Crystal River, FL | which was returned for two points. FS 13 Nate L. Smith (Sr.] 
7. Randle Jones, WR, Miami Beach, FL | FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Owls have gone from two wins to SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Chris Tucker, DL, Jackson, TN six to 10 in Rhule’s three seasons. Last year they beat Penn K 29 Austin Jones (Jr.} 
9., Isaiah Wright, WR. West Hartford, CT | State for the first time since 1941. They were 7-0 and lead- P 43 Alex Starayk Ur. 
10. Kenny Yeboah, TE, Allentown, PA | ing Notre Dame late before slumping to a 3—4 finish. 


“junit college tansfer | So there’s a lot still out there for them to accomplish, like 

a conference title and a bowl win, maybe even in a New Year's bowl 
2015 RANKINGS , game. Which explains why their offseason theme was, appropriately 
ay ae 4 0H enough, “Unfinished Business.” 
ace q 1 “aces Q % | Despite some key departures, particularly by three pro prospects on 
oma 70 8 7 77 | defense, plenty of difference-making pieces remain in place. But they 
by 9 Ake His ; 9 have to find some new leadership, having lost 19 seniors as compared 
DEFENSE PERGAME AAC NATIONAL |“ US aoa a 


Scoring 20.1 ppg 2 17 The schedule looks highly manageable, with most of their JRgw@h Nas 
Rushing 1279 re 2 1h tougher AAC matchups being played in Philly. Which means 

2 
1 


Passing 209.1 ypg 43 they should be well positioned to at least make a strong de- 


Total 337.0 ypg mee 
TOMARGIN PERGAME AAC NATIONAL | 


might not even be asking too much. Now all the Owls have 


JAHAD THOMAS 4 


Ventell Bryant [So.] 
WR 88 Adonis Jennings (Jr.) 

LT 66 Dion Dawkins (Sr.) 
LG 70 Jovahn Fair (Fr.) 

C 68 Brendan McGowan (Sr) 
RG 55 Brian Carter (Jr.) 
RT 53. Leon Johnson (Jr.) 
TE 86 Colin Thompson (Sr.) 
QB 11 PJ. Walker (Sr.) 
RB § Jahad Thomas (Sr.) 
FB 4 Nick Sharga (Jr.) 


DE 58 Haason Reddick (Sr. 
DT 43 Averee Robinson (Sr.) 
DT 98 Michael Dogbe [So.] 
DE 50 Praise Martin-Oguike (Sr.) 52 Avery Ellis (Sr.) 
WLB 6 Stephaun Marshall (Sr.) 22 Chapelle Russell (Fr.) 
MLB 41 Jarred Alwan (Sr.} 
SLB 2 Avery Williams (Sr.) 
CB 3 Sean Chandler (Jr.) 
CB 15 Nate Hairston (Sr.) 
SS 26 Delvon Randall (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: P.J. Walker, 433-246-2,973-8, 19 TDs 
Rushing: Jahad Thomas, 276 att., 1.262 yds.. 17 TDs 
Receiving: Ventell Bryant, 39 rec., 579 yds.. 3 TDs 
Tackles: Jarred Alwan, 74 

Sacks: Haason Reddick, 5.0 

Interceptions: Sean Chandler, 4 


84 Marshall Ellick Jr.) 
89 Keith Kirkwood (Jr.) 
74 James McHale (So.) 
78 Aaron Ruff (So.) 

76 Jordan Jones (Jr.) 
67 Semaj Reed (Jr.] 

77. Jaelin Robinson {So.) 
80. Kip Patton (So.) 

18 Frank Nutile (So,) 
25 Ryquell Armstead (So.] 
45 Rob Ritrovato (So.) 


66 Sharif Finch (Sr.) 
92 Josiah Bronson (Fr.} 
94 Julian Taylor (Jr.) 


30 Shaun Bradley (Fr.) 
40. Todd Jones (So.) 
83. Derrick Thomas [So.] 
16 Artrel Foster (Jr.) 
20. Khiry Lucas (Sr.) 
28. Jyquis Thomas (So.) 


KR 27 Jager Gardner (So.) 


PR 21 Cortrelle Simpson (Fr.] 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


Temple’s field position margin 


79 | fense of their division title. Another double-digit win total was +5.4 yards per drive, best in 
the AAC. The Owls’ defense tilted 


3 020=«7 50 | todo is deal with some lofty expectations for a change. the field for their offense. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


“They're not aglamorous team offensively, but they 
do a lot of things that old school coaches do. They 
play good defense and don’t hurt themselves.” 


— An opposing AAC assistant coach 
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>) (CE KNIGHTS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 100 * AAC EAST PREDICTION: 6 « PROJECTED RECORD: 3-9, 1-7 AAC 


OFFENSE Change is in the air at UCF with the arrival of head coach 

TEAM INFORMATION Scott Frost, the former Oregon offensive coordinator who is bring- 
ing the Ducks’ prolific offense down to Florida. The days of George 

| O'Leary’s pro-style, ball-control offense are over. Now it’s a fast-paced, 
no-huddle spread. Frost inherits a team that was winless last season, 
but he’s not devoid of talent with experienced players at virtually every 


Head Coach: Scott Frost 

Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: First Season 
Offensive Coordinator: Troy Walters 
Defensive Coordinator: Erik Chinander 


Orlando, FL | offensive position. Injuries were a key reason for the struggles of 2015, 
Bright House Networks Stadium (44,206) | not the least of them quarterback Justin Holman's broken finger that 

| limited him for much of the year. 
2016 SCHEDULE Holman, a senior who fhe lead the Knights to the 2014 confer- 
Sept. 3 South Carolina St. | ence title, appears to be adapting well to the new scheme, and he does 
Sept. 10 at Michigan _ have skilled athletes around him. Sophomore wide receiver Tre’Quan 
Sept. 17 Maryland Smith is a star in the making after a rookie season in which he led the 
Sept. 24 at FIU | team in both receptions (52) and receiving yards (724). There's prom- ? 
Oct. 1 at East Carolina | ising youth at running back, notably sophomore Taj McGowan, plus a_ | SHAQUILL 
Oct. 7 Tulane | pair of incoming recruits who possess elite speed. ae 
Oct. 15 Temple : | Tight ends could be a bigger focal point in the passing Scott [Frost) has Kind of come in and obviously 
Oct. 22 at Connecticut | > : ; changed everything around, but he needs to get 
Oct. 29 atHoustan | Sane anidiehsrs's Hho sliontage Gs. cxpericcion there: wath Jor his personnel in there ta do what he likes to do,’ 
Nov. 12. Cincinnati | dan Akins and Jordan Franks both making the transition eee: - 
Nov. 19 Tulsa | dona receiver — An opposing AAC assistant coach 
Nov. 26 at South Florida | The biggest question is whether the offensive line — an 

| underperforming unit last year — can adapt to the new style. DEPTH CHART 
2015 RESULTS DEFENSE ‘The changes are nearly as dramatic on defense | OFFENSE (6) 
FINAL RECORD: 0-12, 0-8 _ with UCF moving to a 3-4 scheme coordinated by Erik | WR 80 Tre'Quan Smith (So.) Dredrick Snetson (Fr. 
Sept. 3 FU L 1415 | Chinander, who came with Frost from Oregon and also we 3 ica : en a i biarlsarlan 
Sept. 12 at Stanford L 7-31. Spent time with Chip Kelly and the Philadelphia Eagles. LT 66 haat id 48 Pasrtaalaey Ur) 
Sept. 19 Furman L 15-16 | Chinander has experience to work with in the secondary, LG 72. Tyler Hudanick ay 0 Lae a ~ reihg 
Sept. 26 atSouth Carolina © 14-31 | which should be the strength of the team as seniors could C 73 Jason Rae (Sr.] 75 Tate Hernly (Je) 
Oct. 3 at Tulane L 31-45 | very well start at all four of the back-end positions. Safety | pg 79 Chavis Dickey Ur. 62. Micah Anderson (Sr.} 
Oct. 10 Connecticut { 1340 Drico Johnson is a steady presence as the team’s leading re- | RT 78 Wyatt Miller (So.) 65 Christian Beard (So.) 
Oct. 17 at Temple L 16-30 turning tackler. TE 88 Jordan Akins (So.) 5 Jordan Franks (Jr.) 
“hs ss ppt ; va ‘The front seven has more questions. Defensive tackle Jami- | QB 13 Justin Holman (Sr.) 2 Nick Patti (Sr) 
‘ow 2 at Woes | 3g-45  YuS Pittman is a solid player, having led the team in sacks | RB 2 Taj McGowan (So. 7 Dontravious Wilson [St] 
Nov. 19° Fast Carolina L 7-46 | last season, but he needs help, which is why defensive line DEFENSE (5) 
Nov. 26 South Florida L 3-44 | Was such a big focus in recruiting with three junior college DE Chris Mulumba [Jr.} Josh Odigie [Jr.) 

| additions. DT 95 Jamiyus Pittman (Jr.) 93 Tony Guerad (Jr.] 

The 3-4 alignment may turn out to be a net positive for the | DT 59 Monte Taylor (Sr. Joe Sanders (Jr.) 

TOP 10 RECRUITS existing talent base, since UCF does have a bit more depth | OLB 18 ShaquemGrifin(Jr) 34. Justin McDonale (Sr. 
1. Dredrick Snelson, WR, Miami, FL __ at linebacker. Junior outside linebacker Chequan Burkett is ILB 16 Mark Rucker (Sr. 52 Maurice Russell (Sr 
2. Aaron Dowdell, OL, Atlanta, GA _ the leader of the group and is an all-conference candidate. atk _ aie aaa Ur.) payee dary 
3. Jordan Johnson, OL, Jacksonville, FL SPECIALISTS Through all the woes of last season, the kick- |B 19 Shaquill Griffin (S.) 31 Jeremy Boykins (sc) 
4. D.J. Davidson, DT, Mesa, AZ ing game was reliable, and everybody is back.Caleb Houston | CB 24 DJ. Killings (Sr.) 30. Rashard Causey (So.) 
5. Eric Mitchell, LB, Miami, FL | posted the second-best punting mark in school history with | FS 21 DricoJohnson(Sr.) 25 Kyle Gibson [So.] 
6. Adrian Killins, RB, Daytona Beach, FL a 44.2-yard average, while kicker Matthew Wright was de- | SS 22 TJ.Mutcherson (Sr) 33: Tre Neal {So.) 
7. Dedrion Bacote, DE, Virginia Beach, FL pendable in his freshman debut, making 13-of-17 field goals | SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Dontay Mayfield, WR. Homestead, FL» and every one of his extra-point attempts. Tristan Payton K 11 Matthew Wright (50) KR 6 Tristan Payton (S0.) 
9. Jawon Hamilton, RB, Homestead, FL was explosive as a kick returner, but don’t be surprised if true P 36 Caleb Houston {Sr} PR 6 Tristan Payton (So.) 


10. McKenzie Milton, OB, Kapolei, HI | freshman speedsters Adrian Killins, Jaquarius Bargnare and 


| Jawon Hamilton also get a look there this fall. 
FINAL ANALYSIS UCF averaged 9.4 victories from 2010-14, won 
the Fiesta Bowl in 2013 and was coming off back-to-back conference 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE © PERGAME © AAC. —MATIOWAL | Se Spies ; 
Scoring 13.9999: 12 1% | championships, which is why last year’s 0-12 season came as such a 
Rushing 81.3ypq 12ST shock. Despite the record, there was always a sense UCF wasn't a typ- 
Passing 1872ypg «10ST ical winless team; youth, injuries and coaching turmoil — O'Leary re- 
Total 284ypq 1218 signed midway through the season — all contributed to the downfall. 
a Rie cia. ee Frost has tools at his disposal — an experienced quarterback 
Scoring 37.7 ppg «10S CS in Holman capable of running his offense, some young play- 
Rushing 199.2ypg «10S (100 makers in Smith and Payton and veterans on defense — but 
Passing 264.9ypg10=S«110 the question is how quickly he can put the pieces together 
Total 46s.lypg 10114 to build the Knights back into a winner. Three to four wins 
uA YEGANE uae wang, Would be a solid starting point, though bowl eligibility isn’t 
0 1.67 12 127 | Outof the question if a few breaks go their way. 
70 ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2016 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Justin Holman, 250-127-1,379-14, 7 TDs 
Rushing: C.J. Jones, 93 att.. 339 yds., 1 TD 
Receiving: Tre Quan Smith, 52 rec., 724 yds.. 4 TDs 
Tackles: Drico Johnson, 64 

Sacks: Jamiyus Pittman, 4.5 

Interceptions: Shaqill Griffin, 2 


STAT CORNER 


UCF allowed 6.5 yards per play 
in 2015, 2.1 yards worse than 
in 2014. No other FBS defense 
regressed that much. 


ons 


ath 


s Communica 


UCF Athletic 


Tom DiPace 


USF BULLS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 37 « AAC EAST PREDICTION: 1 * PROJECTED RECORD: 9-4, 6-2 AAC 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Junior running back Marlon Mack, who has 2,422 career 


= ' rushing yards and 17 touchdowns in two seasons, is South Florida's 

Head Coach: Willie Taggart 
| best player and a legitimate All-America candidate. 

Record at School: 14-23 (3 years) . 
Career Record: 30-43 (6 years Mack was a huge reason why the Bulls went 8-5 in 2015, snapping 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: Darren Hiller, | @ Streak of four consecutive losing seasons. But junior quarterback 
TJ. Weist | Quinton Flowers was the biggest impetus for the turnaround. Flowers 
Defensive Coordinator: Raymond Woodie was dynamic in his first season as full-time starter, accumulating 3,287 
Tampa, FL Raymond James Stadium (65,890) | total yards and 34 touchdowns, including 991 yards rushing. He was 


2016 SCHEDULE known for spectacular playmaking skill but defined by his ability to 


avoid mistakes. “Quinton gave us an identity,” coach Willie Taggart 
§ ys gga 


Sept. 3 Towson = says. “We think he has some room to improve, but what he did was 
Sept. 10 Northern Illinois | really impressive.” 

a ie ee _ And now he has a capable backup in sophomore Asiantii Woulard, a 
Del. -Ycat Cincinnati _ UCLA transfer who was a four-star recruit in high school. 

Oct. 8 Fast Carolina | Flowers has a proliferation of targets at wide receiver, including senior 
Oct. 18 Connecticut | Rodney Adams, who set the school’s single-season receiving 

Oct. 21 at Temple yards record, and junior Marquez Valdes-Scantling, a 6'3" 

Oct. 28 Navy | transfer from NC State who caught everyone’s attention 

Nov. 12. at Memphis | with startling plays during spring drills. 

Be + Sn | The offensive line was a major strength in 2015 and had the 


| same lineup for all 13 games. But now it must be retooled 


2015 RESULTS with the replacement of three starters. 


FINAL RECORD: 8-5, 6-2 | DEFENSE The Bulls received bad news in the offseason 


Sept. 5 Florida ARM Wood | when defensive coordinator Tom Allen, architect of the 4-2- WR 87 Rodney Adams (Sr.) 8 Tyre McCants (So.} 
Sept. 12 at Florida State L 1434 | > alignment that transformed the unit into an aggressive, wy A us ae she tks bs ~~ Ego Ur) 
Sept. 19. at Maryland L 17-35 | ball-hawking strength, left for the same position at Indiana. LT 75 ia Amicisa (3) 5 7 aco y 
Oct. 2 Memphis L 17-24 But Raymond Woodie, the linebackers coach who was pro- Lo 74 Cameron Ruff Ut) 73 Jeremi Halt (J) ; 
Oct. 10 Syracuse W 4-24 | moted, says the Bulls will keep the 4-2-5 and hopefully build | € 6§ Michael Galati (So. 72. Brooks Larkin (Fr) 
Oct. 17 at Connecticut W 2-20 | upon its success, which included lofty national rankings in | Rg 61 Dominique Threat (Sr.) 63 Michael Smith (So.) 
Oct. 24 SMU W J8-14 | tackles for a loss (13th), interceptions (14th) and turnovers | RT 78. Billy Atterbury (Fr. 70 Glen Bethel (Jr) 
Oct. 31 atNay L 17-29 | gained (24th). TE 89 Mitchell Wilcox (Fr.) 85 Elkanah Dillon (So.] 
Nov. 7 atEast Carolina = W 2-17 "The defensive leaders are junior middle linebacker Auggie | QB 9 Quinton Flowers (Jr.) 4 Asiantii Woulard(So.] 
“4 ea : oe Sanchez, who had 117 tackles, and senior weak-side line- | RB 5 Marlon Mack (Jr.) 13. Darius Tice (Sr, 
Wor 26. atl W 43 backer Nigel Harris, a constant threat to make a splash play. DEFENSE (7) 
Dec. 21 vs. Western Kentucky #L 35-45 The secondary matured and features mix-and-match op- DE 92 LaDarrius Jackson (So.) 98 Mike Love [Jr.] 
Vieni Beschont | HONS such as junior cornerback Deatrick Nichols (a first- DT 99 Kevin Bronson (So.) 94 Kirk Livingstone (Fr.] 
| team all-conference performer), junior free safety Devin | OT 10 Deadrin parr i oa sca aa 
j ‘ DE 56 Juwan Brown (So. incent Jackson (So. 
TOP 10 RECRUITS Abraham and sophomore cornerback Ronnie Hoggins. MLB (3. AugoleSancher Lr) 33 Ceci Cherry 


Woodie says the defensive line will utilize its depth while 
keeping players fresh. Run-stuffing should be a strength 
with junior Deadrin Senat and sophomore Kevin Bronson 
leading the way at defensive tackle. 


1. Darnell Salomon, WR, Miami, FL 

2. Craig Watts, DB, St. Petersburg, FL 
3. Tramal Ivy, DE, Muskogee, OK* 

4. Josh Dunn, DB, Lake Wales, FL 
§. Andre Polk, LB, Fort Myers, FL 


SPECIALISTS ‘Taggart wants even more consistency from 
6. Mi'Cario Stanley, LB, Cape Coral, FL» Placekicker Emilio Nadelman, who made nine straight at- 
7. Christion Gainer, OL, Panama City, FL tempts to finish the regular season. After three seasons with 
8. Elijah Mack, RB, Punta Gorda, FL | Mattias Ciabatti, an expert at placing punts inside the 20- 
9, LaDarrius Jackson, DE, Birmingham, AL*) yard line, the Bulls will turn to sophomore Brent Gordon. 
10. Armunz Mathews, CB, Tallahassee, FL | Adams, despite limited opportunities on kickoffs, and junior 

"junior college transfer | “Tajee Fullwood, ultra~dependable on punts, are among the 


2015 RANKINGS nation’s top return men. 


FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Bulls made a huge leap last season, making 


K 3% 
P 4] 


cate se 7 ee their first bowl appearance since 2010. Now they return 14 starters, 
rusting 1465 a 1 including exciting options at the skill positions, and that has prompted 
Passing 195.1 aan 95 caution from Taggart. “We are a target,” the coach says. “People are go- 
Total P Mb gS 5 ing to circle us on their schedule, and we will get everyone's best shot. 
aaa RGAE SE But that’s what we want. We want to be a team that people 
Scoring 22.9 0g 3, | lookto and expect big things from. I have to keep reminding 
Rushing 141.4ypg 3 3) our guys, ‘We really haven't done anything yet.’” 
Passing 239.1ypg. 7 95 | USF could very well become one of the nation’s most dan- 
Total 380.5 ypq 4 52 | gerous teams. But here's the key: The Bulls were well-versed 
TOMARGIN PERGAME AAC avon, 71 handling adversity. Can they handle prosperity? If so, they 

+10 74 13 have conference title potential. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


QUINTON FLOWERS 


“Eduinton] Flowers was goo: He's not as talent- 
ed and doesn’t throw it as well as [Houston's] 
Greg Ward, but he makes them go.” 


— An opposing AAC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (7) 


Nigel Harris (Sr.) 53 Danny Thomas (So.) 
Nate Godwin (Sr.} 21 Khalid McGee (So.) 
Deatrick Nichols (Jr.) 30 Jalen Spencer (Sr.] 
Ronnie Hoggins (So.) 23 Mazzi Wilkins (So.) 
Tajee Fullwood (Jr.) 18 Jaymon Thomas (So. 
Devin Abraham (Jr.) 34. Malik Dixon [Fr.) 


Emilio Nadelman (Jr.) 
Brent Gordon (So.) 


KR _ 87 Rodney Adams (Sr.) 
PR 13 Tajee Fullwood Ur.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Quinton Flowers, 276-163-2,296-8, 22 TDs 
Rushing: Marlon Mack, 210 att., 1,381 yds., 8 TDs 
Receiving: Rodney Adams, 45 rec., 822 yds., 9 TDs 
Tackles: Auggie Sanchez, 117 

Sacks: Bruce Hector, 5.0 

Interceptions: Deatrick Nichols, 4 


USF scored 33.6 points per game, 
nearly doubling its 2014 average 
of 17.2. The Bulls averaged 47.0 
over their last four games. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 71 
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HOUSTON GOUGARS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 16 * AAC WEST PREDICTION: | * PROJECTED RECORD: 11-2, 8-0 AAC 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Greg Ward Jr. had a breakout season, and Houston will 
Head Coach: Tom Herman need more of the same to repeat the success of coach Tom Herman's 
Record at School: 13-1 (1 year) | rookie season. Ward joined Clemson’s Deshaun Watson as the nation's 
Career Record: 13-1 (1 year) | only quarterbacks to throw for at least 2,000 yards and rush for 1,000 
Offensive Coordinator: Major Applewhite | Yards last season. He could emerge as a dark horse Heisman Trophy 
Co-Defensive Coordinators: Todd Orlando, | candidate, but Herman says his quarterback needs to improve his lead- 
Craig Naivar | ership in the huddle and overall command of the offense. 

Houston, TX © TDECU Stadium (40,000) | The unknown is in the backfield, where Houston must replace Ken- 
2016 SCHEDULE neth Farrow, one of the most productive backs in school history. Duke 
Catalon, a transfer from the University of Texas who sat out last sea- 
son, enters the fall atop the depth chart, He's already received high 
| praise from Herman, who puts Catalon behind only Ohio State’s Eze- 
kiel Elliott among backs he’s coached for his combination of speed, 
power and physicality in the open field. Incoming freshman Mulbah 


Sept. 3 Oklahoma # 
Sept. 10 Lamar 

Sept, 15 at Cincinnati 
Sept. 24 at Texas State 
Sept. 29 Connecticut 


Oct. 8 atNavy | Car is expected to see immediate playing time. 

Oct. 16 Tulsa | At wide receiver, the unexpected early departure of Demar- 
Oct. 22 at SMU | cus Ayers to the NFL Draft leaves a sizable hole. Chance 
Oct. 29 UCF | Allen (56 receptions for 752 yards) is the top returner, and 
Nov, 12 Tulane | Oklahoma State transfer Ra’Shaad Samples is the leading 
Nov. 17 Louisville | candidate to replace Ayers in the slot. A ballyhooed group of 


Nov. 25 at Memphis #86Stadun| iNComing receivers — led by Courtney Lark and Marquez 


Stevenson — will be counted on to make big contributions. 


2015 RESULTS | Na’Ty Rodgers, a top-10 junior college recruit, takes over at OFFENSE (6) 
FINAL RECORD: 13-1, 7-1 | left tackle while Josh Jones and Alex Fontana, a late signee | wr 21 Chance Allen (Sr.) 14 Isaiah Johnson (So.) 
Sept. 6 Tennessee Tech W 52-24 | from New Mexico Military Institute, will battle for the right | WR 88 Steven Dunbar(Jr.) 15. Linell Bonner (Jr.) 
Sept. 12 at Louisville W 34-31 | tackle job in fall camp. Houston received some bad news in | WR 5 Ra'Shaad Samples Ur.) 85 John Leday Ur.) 
Sept: 26 Texas State A April when Colton Freeman, who started 11 games at center | LT 51 Na'Ty Rodgers [Jr] 62 Jarrid Williams (Fr 
Oct. 3 at Tulsa hee Pee | REARS RT Oe Tope k inj LG 76 Kameron Eloph (So.) 61. Ryan Deshotel (Fr.) 
Oct 8 SMU W 49-28 | guard, was forced to retire due to a neck injury. 

| ‘ y C 69 Will Noble (So.) 76 Kameron Eloph (So) 
Oct. 16 at Tulane W 42-7 | DEFENSE Losses were heavy in the offseason with the | p¢ 72. Mason Denley (So.} 75 Marcus Oliver (Jr.) 
Oct. 24 atUCF W 59-10 | graduation of four defensive backs, including standout Wil- RT 74 Josh Jones (Fr. Alex Fontana [Jr.) 
Oct. 31 Vanderbilt W 34-0 | liam Jackson III and leading tackler Elandon Roberts, who | TE 45 Tyler McCloskey (Sr.) 82 Romello Brooker (So, 
Nov. 7 Cincinnati W 33-30 was considered the heart of the defense. Adrian McDonald | QB 1 Greg Ward Jr. (Sr.) 3 Kyle Postma Ur.) 
Nov. 14 Memphis. W 5:34 | and Trevon Stewart combined for 26 interceptions the past | RB 31 Duke Catalon (So.) Mulbah Car (Fr.) 
o d ae ‘ is | three seasons, and their leadership and production will be DEFENSE (5) 
Dec § Temple % W 24-13, difficult to replace. Herman does believe this year’s group | DE 91 Nick Thurman (Jr) Ed Oliver (Fr.) 
Dec. 31. vs.Florida State# W 38-24 | may be slightly more athletic. Brandon Wilson was the only DT 93 B.J. Singleton (Sr.) 52 Jerard Carter (So.) 


DE 94 
OLB 81 


AE Championship #Peach Bok | Player in the nation to score multiple TDs on offense, de- 


TOP 10 RECRUITS fense and special teams. 


| Outside linebacker Steven Taylor, who had 10 sacks and | !LB 9 Matthew Adams (Jr) 8 Emeke Egbule (So. 
1. Ed Oliver, DL, Houston, TX | 18.5 tackles for a loss, returns for one more year. Tyus Bows- | |b § Emeke Egbule (So 12. U-Jvan Hines Ue 
2. Courtney Lark, WR, Bellaire, TX __ er has shown flashes from his hybrid pass-rush position but ae 2 recta hie = etal 
3. aly Rodgers, OF Pomel, HOY _|__needs to put together a full season. CB 26 Brandon Witson (Sr. 13 inal Willams (0 : 
4 D'Erig King, OB, Manvel, TX | The defensive line returns Cameron Malveaux, B,J. Single- SS 1 Garrett Davis (So) ; 23. J.J. Dallas (So.} 
; manda hac K _ ton and Nick Thurman, but all eyes will be on Ed Oliver, a FS 2 Khalil Williams (Jn) 3 Terrell Williams (Jr) 
7. Marquez Stevenson, WR, Shreveport, A| se national recruit who picked Houston over LSU and SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Mulbah Car, RB, Austin, TX oat ; K 47 TyCummings [Sr.) KR_ 26 Brandon Wilson (Sr.) 
9. Keith Corbin, WR, Beaumont, TX Defensive coordinator Todd Orlando was reportedly P 3 Kyle Postma (ir) PR 5 Ra’Shaad Samples Ur) 
10. Braylon Jones, OL, Tyler, TX courted by Wisconsin in the offseason but received a pay BOLD indicates returning starter 


‘junior college wans(er | aise to remain with the Cougars. 


| SPECIALISTS Wilson is a home run threat on kickoff re- 
2015 RANKINGS turns after averaging 26.6 yards and scoring two TDs last season. Un- 
OFFENSE —-PERGAME AAC NATIONAL’ Jess another option emerges in the fall, Herman plans to experiment 
Scoring 40.4 ppg 1 10 with backup quarterback Kyle Postma at punter. Houston does not 
Rushing 235.8 ypg | attempt many field goals, and that doesn’t figure to change. Ty Cum- 
Passing 248.4 ypg | mings takes over after connecting on 8-of-8 in a shared role last season. 


3 
§ 

Total 4B4.lypg 4 

cal Seah aa | FINAL ANALYSIS What can Houston do for an encore 
K) 
] 
] 


Scoring 20.7 ppg 


Rushing 108.9 ypq 3 good the Cougars are after their top-20 matchup against 


Passing 274.7 ypg 116 | Oklahoma in the opener. A win would propel Houston into 

Total 383.6 ypg 5 53 the early discussion for the College Football Playoff. Any 

TOMARGIN PERGAME AAC watioway | Chance hinges on the secondary coming together quickly 
+21 a7 4 7 | and the offense not skipping a beat. 
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DEPTH CHART 


GREG WARD 


“The quarterback is the guy who makes them go, 
and the thing that really makes him special is his 
ability to make plays with his feet.” 


— An opposing AAC assistant coach 


Cameron Malveaux (Sr.) 90 Zach Vaughan (So.) 
Tyus Bowser (Sr.) 21 Ralph Harvey Jr. (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Greg Ward Jr., 345-232-2,828-6, 17 TOs 
Rushing: Greg Ward Jr., 198 att. 1,108 yds., 21 TDs 
Receiving: Chance Allen, 56 rec., 752 yds., 6 TDs 
Tackles: Steven Taylor, 92 

Sacks: Steven Taylor, 10 

Interceptions: Steven [aylor, 2 


0 after going 13-1 in Herman's first season? We'll know how JRypymanla. 


Houston recovered 65 percent of 
fumbles in 2015, second in FBS. 
Lady Luck could decide on some 
regression to the mean in 2016. 
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MEMPHIS TIGERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 83 « AAC WEST PREDICTION: 3 * PROJECTED RECORD: 7-5, 4-4 AAC 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Mike Norvell 

Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: First Season 
Offensive Coordinator: Chip Long 
Defensive Coordinator: Chris Balt 


Memphis, TN © Liberty Bowl (59,308) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


SE Missouri State 
Kansas 
Bowling Green 
at Ole Miss 
Temple 

at Tulane 

at Navy 

Tulsa 

at SMU 

South Florida 
at Cincinnati 
Houston 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 17 


FINAL RECORD: 9-4, 5-3 


] 


| 
| 


Sept. 5 Missouri State W 63-7 
Sept. 12 at Kansas W 56-23 
Sept. 19 at Bowling Green W 44-41 
Sept. 24 Cincinnati W 53-46 
Oct. 2 atSouthFlorida  W 24-17 | 
Oct. 17 Ole Miss W 37-24 
Oct. 23 at Tulsa W 66-42 
Oct. 31 Tulane W 41-13 
Nov. 7 Naw L 20-45 
Nov. 14 at Houston L 34-35 
Nov. 21 at Temple L 12-31 
Nov, 28 SMU WwW 63-0 
Dec. 30 vs. Auburn # L 10-31 | 


Birmingham Bowl | 


TOP 10 RECRUITS | 


1. Riley Ferguson, 0B, Matthews, NC* 


2. Lio Lafaele, OL, Corona, CA* 
3. John Tate, DE, Pine Bluff, AR 
4. Tim Hart, LB, Memphis, TN 

5. Joshua Perry, OB, Amite, LA 


6. David Moore, OB, Alpharetta, GA 
7, Nehemiah Augustus, DB, Patterson, LA 
8. Pop Williams, WR, Destrehan, LA 


9. Tyrez Lindsey, DB, Dothan, AL 


10. Thomas Pickens, DB, Memphis, TN 


*junior college transfer 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE = PERGAME 
Scoring  40.2ppg 2 11 
Rushing 179.5ypg 4 55 
Passing 307.5ypg 3 18 
Total 486.9 ypg = 3 19 
DEFENSE © PERGAME = AAC NATIONAL 
Scoring 27.3 ppg 7 67 
Rushing 146.5 ypg 5 38 
Passing 260.2ypg 9 106 
Total 406.7 ypg = 7 7 
TOMARGIN PERGAME AAC NATIONAL 
+8 +062 = 6 23 


is Genard Avery, a junior who briefly considered transferring | DT 58 Donald Pennington (Sr.) 98 Jared Gentry (So.] 
to his home-state school, Ole Miss, before spring practice. | DE 48 Ernest Suttles [Jr.) 97 Emmanuel Cooper (So.) 
High school teammate Shareef White will line up alongside | LB 6 Genard Avery Ur.) 45 Noah Robinson (Jr.) 
| Avery and may be the most athletic at the position. LB 30 Shareef White (Jr) 29. Darian Porter (Jr.) 
The Tigers lost their most productive member of the second- |__/B 34 Jackson Dilton {Sr} 13 DeMarco Montgomery [Sr] 
| ary, safety Reggis Ball, but newcomer Jonathan Cook may fill en ; on Rupert Ut) 25 hustin Hall (So 
the void. Cook began his career at Alabama, where he played mcmemet toe 1g Chaeneny Lanier (5 
| me : aes pray" CB 10 DontreltNelson(Sr.) 23 BJ, Ross (Sr. 
| two seasons before transferring to junior college. He was a | ¢¢ 47 chris Morley (Sr.) 31. Anthony Young Ur) 
| playmaker in spring scrimmages. Cornerbacks Arthur Maulet | Fs 14 Jonathan Cook Ur] 2 Ty Northern Ur) 
and Dontrell Nelson each had two picks last season. SPECIAL TEAMS 


AAC NATIONAL | 


| dates in the QB derby, has taken a snap at the FBS level. That 


| creates a challenge trying to match last year’s win total. Fuente 
| had the Tigers in the New Year's Six Bowls discussion at mid- 
| season as they made a rare appearance in the top 20. There 

isn't likely to be the same buzz around Liberty Bowl Memo- 
| rial Stadium this fall, but another winning season is likely. 


| rely heavily on a running game that returns its top four backs: Doro- 


| by sophomore Tony Pollard, who had an impressive spring 
| and is Craft’s likely successor. The receiving corps lost top 
| wideout Mose Frazier, but Anthony Miller, Roderick Proc- 
| tor and Phil Mayhue are reliable playmakers. Miller is the 


2015 RESULTS 


| returnees, but they may end up at different spots. Former | wr 3 Anthony Miler (Jr) 19 Jae'Lon Oglesby (So.) 
right tackle Trevon Tate, perhaps the group’s best lineman, is | wR 89 Phil Mayhue (Jr.) 18 Roderick Proctor (Jr.} 
a strong candidate to move to left tackle. WR 1} Sam Craft (Sr) 22 Tony Pollard (S0.) 
DEFENSE Coordinator Chris Ball, yet another assistant UT 72 Trevon Tate (So.) 78 Nick Thomas (So. 
joining Norvell from Arizona State, has several returnees " a _ rae a a voopee lone at (Sr) 
to anchor the defense. Veterans Latarius Brady and Ernest | pc 59 erate 7 ‘aon sal ii 
Suttles return to anchor the ends with Donald Pennington | gr 74 Gabe Kuhn Ur) 51 Jace Nevile (S0.) 
at tackle, backed by emerging playmaker Jared Gentry, ade- | TE 99 Daniel Montiel (Sr) 84 Robby Young (Jr 
ceptively quick inside presence at 325 pounds. QB 4 Riley Ferguson (Jr) 7 Brady Davis (Fr.) 

At linebacker Jackson Dillon, a punishing tackler, is anoth- | RB 28 Doroland Dorceus(Jr.) 26 Jamarius Henderson (So.) 

er familiar face. He had six tackles for a loss anda team-best | DEFENSE (8) 


OFFENSE First-year head coach Mike Norvell, who replaces Justin 
Fuente, assumes the reins of a team that must replace its record-setting 
quarterback. NFL Draft pick Paxton Lynch passed for a school-record 
3,776 yards and 28 touchdowns as a junior, then announced his de- 
parture about a month after Fuente announced his for Virginia Tech. 

Norvell quickly targeted ex-Tennessee quarterback Riley Ferguson, a 
6'4" transfer from Coffeyville Community College, during recruiting. 
Ferguson is smaller than Lynch, but he possesses impressive creden- 
tials. Ferguson, redshirt freshman Brady Davis and senior Jason Stew- 
art shared snaps with the No. 1 offense in the spring. 

Whoever emerges may be able to ease into the role. The Tigers will 


land Dorceus, Jarvis Cooper, Sam Craft and Jamarius Henderson. Ex- 
pect new offensive coordinator Chip Long to utilize two-back sets to 
accentuate that depth. 

Craft, a multi-purpose talent, once again could line up in 
the backfield or at receiver. He will be joined in that role 


DOROLAND DORCEUS fm 


“| think they'll have to adjust to the new scheme, 
but they have enough talent to compete with 
anybody in the league.” 


— An opposing AAC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (6) 


top big-play threat. 
New offensive line coach Ryan Silverfield has multiple 


two fumble recoveries last year. Also returning at linebacker 


DE 5 Latarius Brady (Sr.) 15 Christian Johnson (Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS ‘There may not be a better kicking game in 
the conference. Placekicker Jake Elliott is back for his senior 
season after twice being named the league’s Special Teams 
Player of the Year. Elliott led the nation’s kickers in scoring 
last season with 132 points and made 23-of-28 field goals. 
Punter Spencer Smith returns after averaging 47.2 yards. The Tigers 
have gone 20 years without returning a kickoff for a touchdown. 
FINAL ANALYSIS Fuente went 19-7 his final two seasons — the 
school’s best two-year mark in a decade — before handing off to Nor- 
vell, who will be making his debut as a head coach. He won't be the only 
newcomer — neither Ferguson nor Davis, the top two candi- 


K 46 Jake Eltiott (Sr) 
P 36 Spencer Smith (Jr. 


KR_ 19 Jae'Lon Oglesby (So.) 
PR 18 Roderick Proctor Jr.) |. 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Clay Holgorsen, 20-14-177-1, 1 T0 
Rushing: Doroland Dorceus, 156 att., 661 yds., 8 TDs 
Receiving: Phil Mayhue, 51 rec,, 670 yds., 1 1D 
Tackles: Shareef White, 63 

Sacks: Christian Johnson, 4.0 

Interceptions: Arthur Maulet, 2; Dontrell Nelson, 2 


Memphis spent four weeks 
ranked in the AP top 25 in 2015. 
The Tigers had been ranked 

for a grand total of two weeks 
before last fall. 
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TEAM INFORMATION 
Head Coach: Ken Niumatalolo 

Record at School: 68-37 (8 years) 

Career Record: 68-37 (8 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: lvin Jasper 
Defensive Coordinator: Dale Pehrson 
Annapolis, MD © Navy-Marine Corps Memorial 
Stadium (34,000) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 


Fordham 
Connecticut 

at Tulane 

at Air Force 
Houston 

at East Carolina 
Memphis 

at South Florida 
vs. Notre Dame # 
Tulsa 

at SMU 

vs, Army % 


# Jacksonville, FL Baltimore, MO | 


2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: 11-2, 7-1 


Sept. 5 Colgate W 48-10 
Sept. 19 East Carolina W 45-21 | 
Sept. 26 at Connecticut W 28-18 | 
Oct. 3 Air Force W 33-11 
Oct. 10 at Notre Dame L 24-41 
Oct. 24 Tulane W 31-14 
Oct. 31 South Florida W 29-17 
Nov. 7 atMemphis W 45-20 
Nov. 14 SMU W 55-14 
Nov. 21 atTulsa W 44-21 
Nov. 27 at Houston L 31-52 
Dec. 12 vs. Army % W 21-17 
Dec. 28 vs.Pittsburgh#  W 44-28 | 
Philadelphia #Military Bowl | 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Jonah Llanusa, 08, Choctaw, OK 

2. Rahn Bailey, LB, League City, TX 

3. Logan Lister, OL, Katy, TX 

4, Joe Goff, DL, Framingham, MA 

5. Kyle Malik Mitchell, OL, Alcoa, TN 

6, Mack Nash, DL, St. Mary's, GA 

7. Noruwa Obanor, DB, Fresno, CA 

8. Jackson Pittman, DL, Brentwood, TN 
9. Kendel Wright, OL, Lawrenceville, GA 
10. Alohi Gilman, CB, Kahuku, HI 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE © PERGAME AAC NATIONAL 
Scoring  36.8ppg 4 22 
Rushing 326.7 ypg = 1 2 
Passing © 98.5ypg «12 126 
Total 425.2ypg 6 48 
DEFENSE © PERGAME AAC NATIONAL 
Scoring  218ppg 4 26 
Rushing 143.0 ypg = 4 32 
Passing 221.9 ypg = 4 62 
Total 364.9 ypg 3 40 
TOMARGIN PERGAME AAC NATIONAL | 

+19 +146 2 3 
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NAVY MIDSHIPMEN 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 67 « AAC WEST PREDICTION: 2 PROJECTED RECORD: 8-4, 6-2 AAC 


OFFENSE Navy begins life after Keenan Reynolds, the record-set- 
ting quarterback and four-year starter. Reynolds graduated as the most 


| prolific option quarterback in college football history, having set the 


| 


| Navy has posted winning seasons capped by bowl berths in 


| mander-in-Chief’s Trophy for the 11th time since 2003. 


FBS record for touchdowns scored. Senior Tago Smith patiently bided 
his time as the backup the past two seasons and is prepared to take the 
reins of Navy's patented triple-option offense. As a sophomore, Smith 
started two games in place of the injured Reynolds and performed well. 

Dynamic wide receiver Jamir Tillman is the lone returning starter on 
offense. The 6'4", 212-pounder, who had 49 receptions for 983 yards 


as a sophomore and junior, runs great routes and has excellent hands. 


Senior slotback Dishan Romine had a breakout season in 2015, 


| ranking third on the team with 378 rushing yards. The speedster aver- 


aged 10.5 yards per carry. Shawn White takes over the all-important 
fullback position, which has always set the tone in the triple-option. 
White, remarkably agile and athletic for a 255-pounder, has only 28 
career carries and must prove he can handle the pounding 
that comes with being the featured runner. 

Left guard Adam West and right tackle Robert Lindsey 
are the most experienced members of a rebuilt offensive line. 
Lindsey started four games while West started one in 2015. 


DEFENSE Inside linebackers Daniel Gonzales and Micah 
Thomas lead a list of six returning starters from Navy's stron- 


gest defense of the current triple-option era. Under the direc- OFFENSE (1) 
tion of first-year coordinator Dale Pehrson, the Midshipmen | WR 4 JamirTillman(Sr.) 87 Brandon Colon {Jr 
ranked 26th in scoring defense and 40th in total defense with | WR 88 Tyler Carmona Ur) 82 Craig Scott Ur) 
21.8 points and 364.9 total yards allowed per game. LT 69 Andrew Wood (So. 74 Artie Vasquez (So. 
Pehrson implemented a more aggressive philosophy that LG 72 Adam West 51] aa i eee on 
‘ F : C 70 Maurice Mortis (St. 62 Parker Wade Ur.) 
produced 15 fumble recoveries, most in the nation. RG 71. Evan Martin Ut] 63. Seth White Ur) 
Thomas was second on the squad with 73 tackles while | py 75 Robert Lindsey Ur) 79 Blake Copeland (Sr. 
Gonzales was fourth with 65 despite missing two games due | gg 2 {ago Smith sr] 15 Will Worth (Sr) 
to injury. All four starting linebackers return, with Josiah | FB 31 Shawn White (Sr) 43. Chris High (Jr) 
| Powell and D.J. Palmore manning the outside spots. SB 28 Dishan Romine (Sr.) 24 Josh Walker (J1.) 
Navy graduated two outstanding defensive linemen in | SB 22 Toneo Gulley (Sr) 20 Calvin Cass Jr. (Sr) 


nose guard Bernie Sarra and left end Will Anthony. Sarra | DEFENSE (6) 
was a brick wall who could take on double-teams and hold | pe 47 Jarvis Potu(So.) 91 Tyler Sayles (Ur) 
the point of attack. Anthony lived in opposing backfields in | NG 68 Patrick Forrestal Sr.) 74 Rob Dusz(Sr.) 
totaling 22.5 tackles for a loss his last two seasons. Patrick | DE 52 Amos Mason Sr.) 96 Michael Raiford (Jr) 
Forrestal (6'4", 305) certainly has the size to man the middle | OLB 48 Josiah Powell (Sr.) 3. Brandon Jones (Jr.) 
but must prove he has the strength and stamina to be stout | !LB 44 MicahThomas(Jr.) 87 Hudson Sullivan (So) 
against the run. Amos Mason, the returning starter at right | !B 58 Daniel Gonzales (Sr.) 49 Mike Kelly (Sr) 
; end, showed playmaking ability with five tackles for a loss, si ; sh frat ri i be pone 
four pass breakups and three quarterback hurries in 2015. oa i es baila! pepatie ls 
: : jah Merchant (Jr.) 10. Cameron Bryant (Sr.} 
Free safety Daiquan Thomasson assumes the leadership role | ¢¢ 4 sean williams (So. 11 Jerry Thompson (tl 
in the secondary. He started the final nine pees of the season FS 26 Daiquan Thomasson (Jr.) 34 Justin Norton (Jr.) 
and secured the game-clinching anterrepeion agelnat Army. SPECIAL TEAMS 
| SPECIALISTS Alex Barta was impressive in his first season K 48 DJ. Grant-Johnson (Sr) KR 28 Dishan Romine (Jr) 
__ as the starting punter with a 41.6-yard average. Navy lost P 80 Alex Barta (Sr) PR 22 Toneo Gulley (Sr 


a solid two-year placekicker when Austin Grebe graduated. 
D,J. Grant-Johnson, who boasts a strong leg, seized the job 
during spring practice. Romine developed into a dangerous 
kickoff return threat, averaging 27.3 yards on 24 attempts. Coach Ken 
Niumatalolo made special teams a particular emphasis during spring. 


| FINAL ANALYSIS Navy took the American Athletic Conference 


by storm in its inaugural season as a member. The Midshipmen won't 
sneak up on anybody in 2016, having earned the respect of all oppo- 
nents while sharing the West Division crown with Houston. 


12 of the last 13 years, and there is no reason to believe the 
Mids won't reach that standard again. An Oct. 1 showdown 
with Air Force in Colorado Springs will go a long way to- 
ward determining whether Navy captures the coveted Com- 
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DEPTH CHART 


MICAH THOMAS | 


“Obviously you don’t expect them to get better af- 
ter losing one of the best players Navy's ever had, 
but they're not going to take a big step back.” 


— An opposing AAC assistant coach 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Tago Smith, 3-2-30-1, 1 10 

Rushing: Dishan Romine, 36 att., 378 yds., 0 TDs 
Receiving: Jamir Tillman, 29 rec., 597 yds., 5 TDs 
Tackles: Micah Thomas, 73 

Sacks: Micah Thomas, 2. 

Interceptions: Daiquan Thomasson, 2 


STAT CORNER 


Navy averaged 5.5 points per trip 
inside the 40, second in FBS. Can 
the Midshipmen execute as well 
with a new quarterback? 


Navy Athletics 
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SMU MUSTANGS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 10] * AAC WEST PREDICTION: 5 » PROJECTED RECORD: 4-8, 2-6 AAC 


TEAM INFORMATION (iis Chad Morris’ power spread depends on the running game 


- to be successful. The Mustangs showed marked improvement last year 
Head Coach: Chad Morris | with the addition of freshman backs Xavier Jones and Braeden West. 
mere . eSnips (1 year | That said, quarterback Matt Davis led the team in rushing again. Jones 
Oe ESTER | ran for 634 yards and 10 TDs, the most in school history by a fresh- 
Offensive Coordinator: Joe Craddock : : < 
, actin | man, and West provided 468 yards from scrimmage. 
Defensive Coordinator: Van Malone ay 
Dallas, TX © Gerald J. Ford Stadium (32,000) But for SMU to resemble Morris’ old Clemson offenses, or at least 
| compete with the top teams in the American Athletic Conference, the 


2016 SCHEDULE Mustangs are in dire need of stronger play up front. After all, what’s a 


| power spread without power? 


Sept. 2 at Novth Texas | Davis is a dangerous dual-threat quarterback whose biggest weakness 
= y res | is trying to do too much. In his first season under Morris, he made 
Sept. 24 TCU | smarter decisions, which resulted in a lower interception rate. 
Oct. 1. at Temple | The offense improved with 6'4" receiver Courtland Sutton providing 
Oct. 7 at Tulsa | the deep threat and highlight-reel catches. Sutton, who had 49 recep- 
Oct. 22 Houston | tions for 862 yards and nine TDs in his first season, often 
Oct. 29 at Tulane | drew double coverage. But the Mustangs couldn't exploit the 
Nov. 5 Memphis | advantage, as no other wideout had more than 25 catches. 
Nov. 12 at East Carolina | To keep moving the chains and reduce the pressure on Da- 
‘s 4 Florida | vis, the Ponies need to conyert short-yardage plays. The line 

| 


was often overmatched and pushed back in those situations. 
With constant shuffling up front, pass protection was jeop- 
ardized and fourth-and-short was a gamble. 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 2-10, 1-7 Consistency on the line is vital. Senior Chauncey Briggs | WR 16 Courtland Sutton (S0.) 1 Kevin Thomas (So.) 
Sept. 4 Baylor L286 | should be better with a year of experience in the new system. | WR 9 Shelby Walker (Jr.) 3 James Proche (Fr.] 
Sept. 12. North Texas W 31-13 | DEFENSE Lack of depth took its toll on the defense last | WR ? Xaver Castille (S01 13 Ryheem Malone [Sr] 
Sept. 19 at TCU L 37-56 | year with injuries forcing many young players to be thrown te Come twee oe) 7 Shaencat aes 
Sept. 26 James Madison | 45-48 | in the fire. The secondary was so thin that seldom-used re- WA yale Ur) SF ‘Danke Matar (Sr) 

f | any C 42. Travis Fister (Jr.) 51 William Barns (Jr.) 
Oct. 3 East Carolina L 23-49 | ceivers Deion Sanders Jr. and Cedric Lancaster switched to ae 
Oct. 8 atHouston L 2R-49 | ER aealy RG 63 Evan Brown (Jr.) 74 Christian Chamagua (Sr.) 
Oct. 24 at South Florida 14-38 | cornerback or depth. : : —o RT 71 Chauncey Briggs (Sr.) 64 Bryce Wilds (Fr.) 
ct ST Tiles | at). Morris says that four of the five incoming defensive line- | TE 84 Jeremiah Gaines (Sr.) 24 Mitchel Kauiman (So 
Nov. & Temple i aggg men could play this fall. Twins Delontae and Michael Scott | QB 4 Matt Davis (Sr.) 8 Ben Hicks (Fr.) 
Nov. 14 at Navy | 14-58 | are among the young players who have flashed strong po- | RB 10 Xavier Jones (So 6 Braeden West (So.) 
Nov. 21 Tulane W 49-g7 | tential. Zelt Minor is running out of time to make the big DEFENSE (5) 
Nov. 28 at Memphis L 0-63 | impact expected of him. But there are plenty of openings | DE 7 Elie Nabushosi (Sr. 91 Spencer Hollie Ur.) 


| up front with the departures of Zach Wood, Andrew Mc- 


TOP 10 RECRUITS ! Cleneghen, Cameron Smith and Robert Seals. Ends Justin 


Lawler and Jarvis Pruitt, along with nose tackle Mason 
1. Jordan Carmouche, RB, Manvel, TX Gentry, have the most experience. 

2. Michael Badejo, DL, Grand Prairie, TX The Mustangs have some strong young linebackers to re- 
3. Ryan Becker, ATH, Marble Falls, TX place departing starters Caleb Tuiasosopo and Jonathan 
4. Brandon Benson, WR, Waco, TX Yenga. As a redshirt freshman, Kyran Mitchell worked his 
5. Aphonso Thomas, RB, Van, TX way into the starting lineup but suffered a season-ending in- 
6. Jacob Todora, OL, Frisco, TX jury in the eighth game, finishing with 40 tackles. And R.C. 
7. Ken McLaurin, DT, Aubrey, TX _ Cox took over the Star hybrid linebacker spot. 

§. Braxton Webb, OL, San Angelo, X =| Jordan Wyatt played both safety positions as a redshirt 
9. Demerick Gary. DE, Dallas, TX | freshman last year, and William Jeanlys started at corner- 
10. Kadarius Smith, OL, Plano, TX back. A.J. Justice (safety) and Jesse Montgomery (corner- 


K 14 
P is 


‘junior college rensfer| back) are expected to compete for starting positions. Horace 
Richardson has the most talent and experience at cornerback. 
2015 RANKINGS SPECIALISTS Braeden West established himself as the key kickoff re- 
OFFENSE PERGAME AAC NATIONAL turn man, averaging 23.5 yards with an 80-yard score. Expect speedy 
Scoring 278ppg 8 B | receiver James Proche to be added to the mix. He’s dangerous in the 
Rushing 164.5 ypg 7 73 | open field. Josh Williams could handle both punting and kicking duties. 
Sy is ae ie ; “s | FINAL ANALYSIS SMU could be a force offensively with the poten- 
a RAGES ME TaN OH Re acon the top 25 units nationally if holes are filled 
Scoring 45.2 ppg 12—=S«12? | up front. The young Mustangs played their best against their 
Rushing 261.2ypg12=S«1KkCC toughest opponents last year, staying with Baylor and TCU 
Passing 241.0 pg 8 99 until the fourth quarter. But their confidence eroded en route 
Total 502.2 ypg 11 119. toa 2-10 season. SMU could actually compete for a bowl 
“SALA = SEERLES LAG =) MATL game if the defense surpasses expectations, but that is one big 
10 0.8310 12 | “if” for a team that ranked 119th in total defense in 2015. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


COURTLAND SUTTON 


“They knew they were walking into a bad 
situation, but you saw pretty quickly the impact 
offensively a guy like Chad Morris can make.” 


— An opposing AAC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (6) 


Mason Gentry (Jr.) 92 Zelt Minor (Sr.) 
Deon Green (Sr.] 39 Keyfer Roberts (So.) 
Justin Lawler (Jr.) 34 Jarvis Pruitt Jr.) 
Anthony Rhone (Jr.) 22 Matt McNew (So,) 
Jackson Mitchell (Sr) 17 Jordon Williams (Fr.) 
R.C. Cox (Jr) 11. Kyran Mitchell (So.} 
Horace Richardson (Sr.) 3 Cedric Lancaster (Jr.) 
William Jeanlys (So.] 6 Jesse Montgomery (Jr.) 
Jordan Wyatt (So.) 29 Darrion Richardson (Sr.} 
A.J. Justice (Sr.} 31 Rashaad Burton [So.] 


Josh Williams (So.) 
Josh Williams (So.] 


KR 6 Braeden West (So.) 
PR 6 Braeden West [So.} 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


Passing: Matt Davis, 336-183-2,263-7, 16 TDs 
Rushing: Matt Davis, 187 att., 761 yds., 10 TOs 
Receiving: Courtland Sutton, 49 rec., 862 yds., 9 TDs 
Tackles: Justin Lawler, 64 

Sacks: Justin Lawler, 5.0 

Interceptions: Horace Richardson, 2; Jordan Wyatt, 2 


SMU averaged 5.3 yards per play, 
an improvement of 1.2 yards over 
2014's average. Only five FBS 
offenses improved by more. 
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TD TULANE GREEN WAVE 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 117 * AAC WEST PREDICTION: 4 * PROJECTED RECORD: 2-10, 0-8 AAC 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE First, the good news. Coach Willie Fritz fielded the na- 
Head Coach: Wille Fitz tion’s No. 1 rushing team in both of his seasons at Georgia South- 
Record at School: First Season _ ern, and he inherited a deep, talented group of running backs when 


Career Record: 154-69 (19 years) _ he arrived at Tulane in December. Junior Dontrell Hilliard is capable 
Offensive Coordinator: Doug Ruse | of a 1,000-yard season if he gets enough carries. Big-play specialist 
Defensive Coordinator: Jack Curtis | Sherman Badie, the physical Lazedrick Thompson and Josh Rounds 


New Orleans, LA © Yulman Stadium (30,000) | are capable of making an impact as well. 
The question is what the Green Wave will do at every other posi- 


tion. Two-year starting quarterback Tanner Lee transferred to Nebras- 
2016 SCHEDULE | ka because he did not think he would be a good fit for Fritz’ system, 
Sept. 1 atWake Forest _ which would have required him to run often. Untested sophomore 
Sept. 10 Souther | Glen Cuiellette competed with true freshman early enrollee Darius 
Sept. 17 Navy Bradwell in the spring, but both of them struggled mightily as passers. 


Sept. 24 UL Lafayette 
Oct. 1 vs. Massachusetts # 
Oct. 7 atUCF 


Tulane is thin at wide receiver. Teddy Veal (48 receptions) transferred 
_ to Louisiana Tech and Devon Breaux (25) gave up football to concen- 


NICO MARLEY |S 


4 


Oct. 14 Memphis | trate on track and field. Sophomore Terren Encalade, con- recut Ga callicel euike dearna South 
; ‘ ey'tU be rolling it like Georgia Southern, 
Oct. 22 at Tulsa | verted tight end Trey Scott and former walk-on Larry Dace rea is Navy va 5 Plétol Hat ‘att ao Tae 
Oct. 29 SMU | were the top targets in the spring. little different ; 
Nov. 12  atHouston | The most important man on Fritz’ staff may be offensive ; *¥ 
Nov. 19 Temple | line coach Alex Atkins. He needs to coax better play from — Aniopposing AAC assistant ‘coach 
Nov. 26 at Connecticut | a unit that was abysmal throughout former coach Curtis 
ffataa"A) Johnson's tenure. Atkins will rely heavily on guard Chris DEPTH CHART 

| Taylor, a third-year starter who has been inconsistent, and 

2015 RESULTS : ; ite 


center Junior Diaz, who became a starter late last year. 


| DEFENSE ‘The starting point is higher on defense, partic- 
L 7-37 | ularly up front, where Tulane held Navy’s triple-option at- 
L 10-65 | tack to its lowest rushing total of 2015. Senior Tanzel Smart 

W | made 62 tackles with 15 for a loss — both astronomical 
Oct. 3 UCF W alee interior 1i whe hi Eret 
Oct. 10 at Temple [ | totals for an interior lineman — on his way to first-team 
Oct. 16 Houston L742 | All-American Athletic Conference honors. Raw but talent- 

L 

L 

L 

W 

L 

L 


FINAL RECORD: 3-9, 1-7 


Sept. 3 Duke 
Sept. 12 at Georgia Tech 
Sept. 19 Maine 


Oct. 24 at Naw 14-31 | ed end Ade Aruna learned on the job a year ago and should 
Oct. 31 at Memphis 13-4) | be much improved. Tackles Sean Wilson and Eldrick Wash- 
Nov. 7 Connecticut 3-7 | ington give the Green Wave depth in the middle. 
Nov. 14 at Army 44-41 | Senior linebacker Nico Marley, another first-team All- 
Nov. 21 at SMU | AAC selection, has 232 career tackles despite being listed 
Nov. 27 Tulsa | generously at 5'10", 208 pounds. Fritz has embraced his un- 
| conventional style, saying Marley has a knack for making 
TOP 10 RECRUITS plays. The coaches also like the effort of senior Eric Thomas. 
| Pass defense was a trouble spot last year and could be 
| again with the graduation of four-year starting safety Dar- 
| ion Monroe. Jarrod Franklin moved to safety from nickel 
back in the spring. Cornerback Parry Nickerson struggled 
byl as a sophomore after a tremendous redshirt freshman season 
5. Deion Rainey, DE, Baton Rouge, LA | (six interceptions, 12 passes defensed). The return of safety 


6, Will Harper, DB, Memphis, TN | Leonard Davis from a yearlong suspension could help. 


7. A.J, Walker, RB, Pinson, AL | ; ae 
8. Darnell Mooney, WR, Gadsden, AL | SPECIALISTS The Green Wave could improve their win 


9. D.J. Owens, RB, Acworth, GA total just by eliminating the kicking debacles that have 
10, ric Lewis, DB, LaPlace, LA plagued them of late. Sophomore punter Zachary Block will 
c at s | look to improve his 37.9-yard average. Placekicker Andrew 

| DiRocco bounced back from a rough freshman year to make 
2015 RANKINGS | 9-of-10 field goals, but his range is only about 40 yards. Improving the 
OFFENSE = PERGAME = AAC NATIONAL | return game is a priority. Tulane ranked 115th in kickoff returns with a 


Scoring 19-7 ppg 10.13 Jong of 36 and had no punt return of more than 15 yards. 


i f 1 bl | fi , 
aie ies : " | FINAL ANALYSIS Fritz has won right away everywhere he has 


Total 317.0 ypg 10 120 | coached but faces his biggest challenge. The defense has potential, but 
ee a a my Tulane has no experience at quarterback, no proven produc- 
Scoring 36.3pp99 no | tion on the offensive line and a questionable receiving corps. 
Rushing 178.8 ypg 8 1h Look for a ground-based approach that tries to take advan- 
Passing 233.4ypq 6 7, | tage of the talented running backs while the quarterbacks 
Total 4123ypqg 9 9 | make plays with their feet rather than their arms. At least the 
TOMARGIN”PERGAME AAC) NATIONAL | non-conference schedule is favorable, with Wake Forest and 
iY +008 8 5g | Massachusetts replacing Duke and Georgia Tech. 


DEFENSE (7) 


wo 
3 
a 
a 


1, PJ. Hall, CB, Hoover, AL 

2. Tre Jackson, DB, Baton Rouge, LA 

3. Jacob Robertson, WR, College Park, GA 
4. DeAndre Williams, DT, Baton Rouge, LA | 
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WR_ 55 Terren Encalade (Jr.) 
WR 83. Trey Scott (Jr.) 

LT 78 Todd Jacquet (Sr.) 
LG 75 Chris Taylor (Sr.) 
C 51 Junior Diaz (So.) 
RG 79 Kenneth Santa Marina (Jr) 71 Jason Stewart (Jr.) 

RT 72 John Leglue (So.) 

TE 84 Charles Jones (Jr) 
QB 2 Darius Bradwell (Fr.) 
RB 7 Devin Glenn (So) 
RB 26 Dontrell Hilliard (Jr.) 


DE 54 Quinlan Carroll Jr) 
DT 94 Sean Wilson (Jr.) 
DT 77 Tanzel Smart (Sr.) 
DE 87 Ade Aruna (Jr.) 

LB 20 Nico Marley (Sr.) 
LB 52. Eric Thomas (Sr.) 
NB 23. Richard Allen (Sr) 
CB 21 Donnie Lewis (So.) 
CB 17 Parry Nickerson (Jr.) 
SS 6 Jarrod Franklin (Jr.) 
FS 10 Leonard Davis (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 42. Andrew DiRocco (Jr) 
P 49 Zachary Block (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Devin Powell, 36-16-157-0, 1 10 
Rushing: Dontrell Hilliard, 115 att., 646 yds., 6 TOs 
Receiving: Sherman Badie, 27 rec., 284 yds., 0 10 
Tackles: Nico Marley, 82 

Sacks: Ade Aruna, 3.0 

Interceptions: Five players tied with 1 


85 Larry Dace (Sr.) 

15 Rickey Preston (So.) 
74 Devon Johnson (So.) 
73 Leeward Brown (So.] 
53 Keyshawn McLeod [Fr] 


70 Keeyon Smart (Fr.) 
89 Kendall Ardoin (So.) 
14 Glen Cuiellette (So) 
25 Josh Rounds (Sr.) 

3 Sherman Badie (Jr.) 


90 Robert Kennedy (So) 
91 Eldrick Washington (Jr.) 
65 Braynon Edwards (So,) 
57 Peter Woullard {So.] 
40 Zachery Harris (Jr,) 
56 Rae Juan Marbley (Jr) 
19 Taris Shenall (So.) 

11. Dedrick Shy (So) 

23 Richard Allen (Sr.] 

4 Will Harper (Fr.) 

38 Roderic Teamer (So.) 


KR 26 Dontrell Hilliard (Jr.) 
PR_ 17 Parry Nickerson (Jr.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


Willie Fritz’s win percentage 
over 19 years as a head coach is 
0.691. Tulane’s win percentage 
over that same span: 0.376. 


Tulane Athletics 


Brett Rojo/For the University of Tulsa 


TULSA GOLDEN HURRICANE 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 84 * AAC WEST PREDICTION: 4 * PROJECTED RECORD: 7-5, 4-4 AAC 


TEAM INFORMATION 


| Montgomery's first season as head coach and has the potential for even 


Head Coach: Philip Montgomery 
Record at School: 4-7 (1 year] 
Career Record: 6-7 (1 year] 


Offensive Coordinator: Philip Montgomery 


Defensive Coordinators: Bill Young, 
Brian Norwood 


Tulsa, OK © H.A. Chapman Stadium (30,000) 


OFFENSE Tulsa averaged more than 500 yards per game in Philip 


| more production in 2016. That’s not surprising given Montgomery's 


2016 SCHEDULE 


San Jose State 
at Ohio State 
North Carolina A&T 
at Fresno State 
SMU 

at Houston 
Tulane 

at Memphis 
East Carolina 
at Nav 

at UCF 
Cincinnati 


FINAL RECORD: 6-7, 3-5 


| the team’s go-to target before missing the last nine games with a knee 
| injury. 


| should cut down on sacks after the Hurricane allowed more 


Florida Atlantic (ot) Wo 47-44 | 
at New Mexico W 40-21 | 
at Oklahoma L 38-82 
Houston L 26-38 | 
UL Monroe W 34-26 | 
at East Carolina L 17-30 
Memphis L 42-66 | 
at SMU W 40-31 | 
UCF W 45-30 | 
at Cincinnati L 38-49 | 
Navy L 21-44 | 
at Tulane W 45-34 
vs. Virginia Tech # =L 52-65 

independence Bowl | 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Deya Mhiesen, T, Philadelphia, PA* 
2. Rowdy Frederick, 6, Broken Arrow, OK 


3. Robert Revels, MLB, Houston, TX 
4. Josh Stewart, WR, Cedar Hill, TX 


5. Johnnie Williams, DE, Austin, TX 
6. Luke Skipper, OB, Forney, TX 


7. Jordan Brown, WR, Stillwater, OK 


8. Keenen Johnson, ATH, Alto, TX 
9. Tiller Bucktrot, 6, Stroud, OK 


10. Waahid Muhammad, T, Waco, TX 


2015 RANKINGS __| 


The defensive line will look to become more dependable | Fs 13 Jordan Mitchell (Jr) 24 JR. Reed [So.} 
| while adding some new faces and building on a foundation 
| that includes Jeremy Smith and Jesse Brubaker, who com- ity ames KR 25 Ramadi Waren (0. 
| bined to total 73 tackles last season, including 11 for a loss. B 7h Dalton Parks (Sc) Bet aragte in i 


“junior college transfer | 


OFFENSE © -PERGAME AAC —NATIONAL | 
Scoring 37.2 ppg 3 21 
Rushing 174.2ypg 6 | 
Passing 333.2ypg «2 re 
Total © 507.4ypg «2—CtCiCSS; 
DEFENSE PERGAME AAC NATIONAL | 
Scoring  39.8ppg 11 120 | 
Rushing 239.7 ypg 11 =«117—s*S 
Passing 296.9 ypg «12 124 
Total 536.6 ypg 12 12 | 
TOMARGIN PERGAME AAC NATIONAL 
+4 +031 6 39 


| turns alongside Trent Martin and Craig Suits to comprise a 


| SPECIALISTS More consistency across the board on spe- 


| history of coordinating high-powered offenses. 


Back for a final season is veteran quarterback Dane Evans, who has 


| steadily improved throughout his career and has especially thrived in 
| Montgomery's up-tempo system. Evans ranked eighth nationally in 


passing yards last year and is on track to leave as the program's all-time 
top passer, 
Wideout Josh Atkinson is coming off a breakout 1,000-yard cam- 


| paign and will be primed for more even more production after the 


graduation of Keyarris Garrett, who led FBS in receiving yards last 
season. The Golden Hurricane also will get a significant boost from 
the highly anticipated return of slot receiver Keevan Lucas, who was 


Questions remain up front as the result of a pair of de- 
partures, but increased depth and size on the offensive line 


than three per game last year. There’s also the possibility for 
more up-and-coming talent to develop amid the addition of 
five newcomers to the position group. 

Last season’s emergence of a run game that produced 33 
touchdowns was a pleasant surprise, and the running back 
spot will again feature a committee that includes D'Angelo 


WR 88 
WR 29 


Brewer, James Flanders and Ramadi Warren. The trio aver- IR 2 

| aged 5.5 yards per carry in 2015. LT 66 
DEFENSE Despite bringing in an experienced coaching re u 
staff and implementing various personnel changes, the Hur- | pe¢ 95 
ricane defense regressed — at least statistically — in 2016. RT 78 
To turn a corner, Tulsa must address a porous secondary | TE 34 
that was partly responsible for the team’s giving up a na- | QB 9 
tion-high 89 plays of at least 20 yards and also must fill the | RB 4 


| void of the program’s second-leading tackler, safety Michael | DEFENSE (7) 
| Mudoh. Other reliable playmakers will need to emerge DE 98 Jeremy Smith (Jr.) 90. Frankie Davis (Jr. 
around Jeremy Brady, the Defensive MVP of the Indepen- DT 95 Hayden Carman (Sr.) 94 Michael Rios (So.) 
dence Bowl who showed promise as a first-time starter at | DT 70 Jerry Uwaezuoke (Sr) 96 Myles Mouton (So.] 
safety last year, and Kerwin Thomas, who had a team-high | DE 8 JesseBrubaker(Jr.) 85 Kolton Shindelar (J. 
12 pass breakups and two interceptions at cornerback. MLB 40 Trent Martin (Sr.) 44 Petera Wilson (Jr.) 
Relentless hitter Matt Linscott, a former walk-on who fin- | WLB 28 Craig Suits (Jr.) 26 Diamon Cannon (Fr.} 
STAR 38 Matt Linscott (Sr.) 12. Micheal Thomas (Sr.) 


ished with 16 tackles for a loss and five sacks last season, re- ans 


cB 9 


solid linebacking corps that should be the defense’s strength. | ¢¢ 99 


cial teams would make up for weaknesses elsewhere. Re- 
turning in the kicking game are Dalton Parks, who averaged 
41.2 yards per punt in 2015; Redford Jones, who was 17-of-25 on field 
goals; and Preston Soper, who delivered 16 touchbacks on 86 kickoffs. 


| FINALANALYSIS Coming off a six-win season and its first bowl ap- 


pearance since 2012, Tulsa appears on the right track under Montgom- 
ery. A complete turnaround remains a work in progress and will require 


| additional patience from fans, but early success would help 


to carry over renewed excitement surrounding the program. 
Although the Hurricane might not be ready to contend for a 
conference championship, they should be competitive in the 


| majority of their games. If the defense can make strides, the 
| offense has the capability to outscore opponents and propel 
| Tulsa toward an upper division finish in the AAC West. 


STAT CORNER 


“The quarterback is really good. Two years ago 
he did some special things; they just weren't a 
very good team. He'll 


be really good this year.” 


— An opposing AAC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (6) 


Josh Atkinson (Sr.) 11. Nigel Carter (Jr.) 
Justin Hobbs (So.)} 4 Brodrick Umblance (Jr.) 
Keevan Lucas (Sr.} 7 Bishop Louie (Jr.) 
Evan Plagg (Jr.) 77 Isaac Johnson (So.) 
Tyler Bowling (So.) 70. Clay Greathouse (Fr.) 
Chandler Miller (So.) 53 Zac Uhles Jr) 

Alex Pagonis (Sr.} 67. Tristan Wyatt [Fr.) 
Blake Belcher (Sr.) 58 Willie Wright (So.) 
Chris Minter {So.) 33. Rob Riederer (Jr.) 
Dane Evans (Sr.) 10 Chad President (So.) 
D'Angelo Brewer (Jr.) 25 Ramadi Warren (So.] 


Kerwin Thomas (Jr) 27 
Reggie Robinson Ii {Fr.) 23 
Jeremy Brady (Sr. 21 


Keidrien Wadley (Fr.) 
Will Barrow (Sr.} 
McKinley Whitfield (So.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


Passing: Dane Evans, 485-305-4,332-8, 25 TDs 
Rushing: D'Angelo Brewer, 162 att., 837 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Josh Atkinson, 76 rec., 1,071 yds.. 5 TDs 
Tackles: Matt Linscott, 107 

Sacks: Matt Linscott, 5.0 

Interceptions: Iwo players tied with 2 


Tulsa's offense improved, aver- 

aging 6.1 yards per play (37th in 
FBS). Next: improving a defense 
that allowed 6.6 (116th). 
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PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


SO 


6 TEXAS TECH 
8-45-4816 12 


1 10-2.7-2B16 12 

o BAYLOR | TEXAS 
9-3, 6381612 7 6-6,458612 

BY LS Laser eee 8 KANSAS STATE 
3638012 64581612 

4 OKLAHOMA STATE qq IOWA STATE 
9-3, 6-316 12 (8,27 81612 


WEST VIRGINIA 10 KANSAS 
845-4801. 20098012 


ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2016 


sowl (CFP}: Clemson 37, Oklahoma 17 


Sugar Bowl: Ole Miss 48, Oklahoma State 20 


Alamo Bowl: TCU 47, Oregon 41 (3 ot) 
\ Athletic Bowl: Baylor 49, North Carolina 38 


Texas Bowl: LSU 56, Texas Tech 27 


yerty Bowl: Arkansas 45, Kansas State 23 


Cactus Bowl: West Virginia 43, Arizona State 42 


ugar Bowl: Oklahoma vs. Tennessee 


Bowl: Baylor vs. Stanford 


Athletic Bowl: TCU vs. Miami 


Texas Bowl: Oklahoma State vs. Texas A&M 


ty Bowl: West Virginia vs. Mississippi State 
rces Bowl: Texas Tech vs. Navy 
tus Bowl: Texas vs. Washington State 


2 Bowl: Kansas State vs. Indiana 


2015 Big 12 STANDINGS & 


OVERALL 


Oklahoma 
TCU 


Oklahoma State 


Baylor 


West Virginia 


Texas Tech 
Texas 


Kansas State 


lowa State 
Kansas 


BIG 12 
8-1 
7-2 
12 
6-3 
4-5 
4-5 
4-5 
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2-7 
0-9 
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2016 UNIT RANKINGS jl 


= = 
o™ofz 


ome eS 


RECRUITING on 
BY SCHOOL 


. Texas 


. Baylor 
. Oklahoma 


TCU 


. West Virginia 

. Oklahoma State 
. Texas Tech 

. lowa State 

. Kansas State 

. Kansas 


1B OB 
BG 
peat 
9 10 
2 6 
OF 
Le 
\ aie 
3.4 
8 9 
10 8 


FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB Baker Mayfield 6-1 212 Sr. 


RB Samaje Perine 5-10 234 Jr. 
RB Mike Warren 6-0 200 So. 
WR KD Cannon 6-0 180) Jr 
WR Allen Lazard 6-5 223° Jt 


WR James Washington 6-0 205 Jr. 
C Tyler Orlosky 6-4 «295 Sr. 


OL Orlando Brown 6-8 357 So. 
OL Kyle Fuller 6-5 315 Sr. 
OL Patrick Vahe 6-3. 326 So. 
OL Connor Williams 6-6 288 = So. 
AP Joe Mixon 6-1 226 So. 


FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Josh Carraway 6-4 250 Sr. 
DL Will Geary 6-0 297) Sr 
DL Noble Nwachukwu 6-2 275 Sr. 
DL Charles Walker 6-2 299) Sr. 
LB Jordan Evans 6-2 233 Sr. 


LB Malik Jefferson 6-3 238 So. 


LB Elijah Lee 6-3 218 Sr. 


CB Davante Davis 6-2 199 So. 


CB Jordan Thomas 6-0 187 Jr. 
S Dante Barnett 6-1 193 Sr. 
$ Jordan Sterns 6-0 200 Sr. 


FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K MatthewMcCrane 5-10 165 Jr. 
P Austin Seibert 


SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 

QB PatrickMahomes 6-3 230 Jr. 
RB D'Onta Foreman 6-0 238 Jr. 
RB Shock Linwood 5-9 200 Sr. 
WR Marcell Ateman 6-4 215 Sr. 


WR KaVontae Turpin 5-9 152 So. 


WR Dede Westbrook 6-0 170 Sr. 


C Dalton Risner 6-5 300 So. 


OL Kyle Bosch 6-5 308 Jr. 
OL Baylen Brown 6-6 305 Sr. 
OL Jake Campos 6-8 297 Sr. 
OL Joseph Noteboom 6-5 320 Jr. 
AP Justin Stockton 5-10 200 Jr. 


SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL James McFarland 6-3 255 Sr. 
DL Vincent Taylor 6-3 310 Jr. 
DL Demond Tucker 6-0 296 Sr. 
DL Jordan Willis 6-5 250 Sr. 
LB Jordan Burton 6-2 215 Sr. 
1B Travin Howard 6-1 190 Jr. 
LB Taylor Young 5-10 225 Jr. 
CB AshtonLampkin 6-0 190 Sr. 


CB Brian Peavy 5-9 184 So. 


S Denzel Johnson 6-2 205 Sr. 
§ Steven Parker 6-1 208 Jr. 


5-10 214 So. 
KR KaVontae Turpin 5-9 152 So. 
PR KaVontae Turpin 5-9 162 So. 


Oklahoma 
Oklahoma 
lowa State 
Baylor 

lowa State 
Oklahoma State 
West Virginia 
Oklahoma 
Baylor 

Texas 

Texas 
Oklahoma 


TCU 

Kansas State 
West Virginia 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma 
Texas 
Kansas State 
Texas 
Oklahoma 
Kansas State 
Oklahoma State 


Kansas State 
Oklahoma 
TCU 

TCU 


Texas Tech 
Texas 

Baylor 
Oklahoma State 
TCU 
Oklahoma 
Kansas State 
West Virginia 
Texas Tech 
lowa State 
TCU 

Texas Tech 


TCU 

Oklahoma State 
lowa State 
Kansas State 
Oklahoma State 
TCU 

Baylor 
Oklahoma State 
lowa State 

TCU 

Oklahoma 


SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 


K Clayton Hatfield 5-10 170 So. 
P Zach Sinor 5-10 215 So. 
KR Alex Ross 6-1 227° Sr. 
PR Joe Mixon 6-1 226 So. 
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Texas Tech 
Oklahoma State 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma 
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By BAYLOR BEARS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 14 ¢ BIG 12 PREDICTION: 2 * PROJECTED RECORD: 9-3, 6-3 Big 12 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE With two surgically repaired quarterbacks and a receiving 
Head Coach: At Briles ; corps thin on experience, Baylor's perennially potent offense certainly 


Record at School: 65-37 (8 years has its issues. But the Bears’ biggest problem is up front, where four 
Career Record: 99-65 (13 years) of the five starters have to be replaced. Other than senior center Kyle 
Offensive Coordinator: Kendal Briles | Fuller, who has 26 consecutive starts under his belt, the extent of Bay- 
Defensive Coordinator: Phil Bennett | lor’s returning experience is sophomore Blake Blackmar’s fill-in start in 
Waco, TX * McLane Stadium (45,140) | the regular-season finale against Texas. It’s not like the Bears are turn- 
| ing to wet-behind-the-ears recruits, though. Fuller is flanked by junior 
2016 SCHEDULE lees transfer Dom Desouza and third-year sophomore Patrick Law- 
Sept. 3 Northwestern State | rence at the tackles and Blackmar and former Texas Longhorn Rami 
Sept. 10 SMU | Hammad at the guards. 
Sept. 17 at Rice | “The thing that helps is that our guys have done a really good job re- 
Sept. 24 Oklahoma State | cruiting over the last three and four years, and we were able to redshirt <, 
Oct. 1 at lowa State | some guys that we think can help contribute as a starter,” ninth-year ( j 
Oct. 15. Kansas | Baylor coach Art Briles says. “They've got a little growth and maturity / 


Oct. 29 at Texas 


to them. And they're good players. We're excited to get them 


Nov. 5 TCU “If | had to pick the team | think will be the most 


| out there and turn them loose.” 
“3 i ania | Quarterbacks Seth Russell (neck) and Jarrett Stidham (an- bib peels as a“ stSt because ey ee 
Nov. 25 vs. Texas Tech # | kle) are coming off season-ending injuries. Offensive coor- pies Ulead & ; 
Dec. 3. atWest Virginia | dinator Kendal Briles says Russell was “playing elite as any- — An opposing Big 12 assistant coach 
#ulington, 1K} body in America” through the first seven games last season, 
2015 RESULTS | when he passed for 2,104 yards and 29 touchdowns. DEPTH CHART 
| After All-America receiver Corey Coleman's early exit to OFFENSE (4) 

FINAL RECORD: 10-3, 6-3 | the NFL, junior KD Cannon is next in line. But there’s a | WR 8 Ishmael Zamora(So.) 12. Quan Jones (Ur) 
Sept. 4 at SMU W 56-21 | definite gap in experience behind Cannon and fifth-year se- | WR 9 KO Cannon (Jr.) 11 Pooh Stricklin (Fr.] 
Sept. 12 Lamar W 66-31 nior Lynx Hawthorne. IR 7 Lynx Hawthorne (Sr) 14 Chris Platt (So) 
Sept. 26 Rice W 70-17 | Easily the most loaded position is running back, with Shock LT 64 Dom Desouza (Jr.) 68 Ishmael Wilson (Jr) 
Oct. 3 vs. TexasTech%  W 63-35 | Linwood and bowl game MVP Johnny Jefferson coming off LG 72 Blake Blackmar (So.) 79 BJ. Autry (Jr.) 
Oct. 10 at Kansas W 66-7 | 1,000-yard seasons. Senior Devin Chafin and sophomore C 55 kyle Fuller (Sr.) 72 Blake Blackmar (So, 
Oct. 17 West Virginia W 62-38 | 22 eR: ‘ ae < RG 52 Rami Hammad Jr.) §7 Tanner Thrift (Jr.) 
Oct. 24 lowa State W 45-27 | Terence Williams are short-yardage specialists, while red- | py 77 patiick Lawrence (So) 76 Mo Porter Ur.) 
Nov. § atKansasState © W 31-24 | Shirt freshman JaMycal Hasty is a breakaway threat. TE 85 Jordan Feuerbacher (Jr) 88 Sam Tecklenburg (Fr.) 
Nov. 14 Oklahoma L 34-46 | DEFENSE The situation up front is even more sobering on | QB 17 Seth Russell (Sr.) 3 Jarrett Stidham (So) 
Nov. 21 atOklahoma State W 45-35 | defense, where the Bears lose All-America nose tackle An- RB 32 Shock Linwood (Sr.) 5 Johnny Jefferson (Jr) 
Nov. 27 at TCU fot} L 21-28 | drew Billings and the other three starters. But if defensive DEFENSE (5) 
be i og aoe Hy se | coordinator Phil Bennett is worried, he’s not letting on. “I | pe 56 KJ. Smith UJr) §2 Greg Roberts (So.] 

: : | think we'll be fine,” Bennett says. NT 99 Jeremy Faulk (Jc) 97 Ira Lewis (So.) 

raphe raed KJ. Smith is a former Freshman All-American who can | DT 9% Byron Bonds (St.] 91 Andrew Morris (So. 

TOP 10 RECRUITS play end or tackle. Senior Byron Bonds has made eight ca~ | DE 5 Brian Nance (Jr) 94 Xavier Jones {So.] 


| reer starts at tackle, and junior college All-Americans Jeremy |WLB 1 Taylor Young (Jr) M4 Clay Johnston (Fr. 
| Faulk and DeQuinton Osborne provide immediate help. MLB 20 Aiavion Edwards (Sr. 19 Raaquan Davis [Jr] 


"Wake poirie-to have to live bn passion: WC seine es hk BEAR 48 Travon Blanchard (Jr.) 21 Patrick Levels (Sr.) 
Ste BOINs ave eS Nea Easy no AVES CB 11 Jameson Houston (Fr.) 3 Tion Wright (Sr.) 


1. Devin Duvernay, WR, Sachse, TX 
2. Patrick Hudson, OL, Silsbee, TX 
3. Tren Dickson, WR, Navasota, TX 


| to live on hunger, and we're going to have to live on blue-col- | cg 9 Ryan Reid (Sr.) 6 Henry Black (Fr. 
: ie Tmebacawe sang | lar personalities, which I love,” Briles says. S 28 Orion Stewart (Sr.) 26 Taion Selts (Sr 
4. Kameron Martin, RB, Port Arthur TX _| Baylor’s second line of defense is filled with much more ex- S 18 Chance Waz (Jr) 7 Jourdan Blake (So.] 
1 Parrish Cobb 0B Waco XK | perience, with Taylor Young at linebacker, Travon Blanchard SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Brawvion Roy, OT, Spring, TX | iat the Bear position and Ryan Reid, Orion Stewart and K 40 Chris Callahan (Jr) KR 7 Lynx Hawthorne (Sr) 
9. B.J. Autry, OL, Mobile, AL* Chance Waz in the secondary. There's even surprising depth P % Drew Galitz (So.) PR 8 Ishmael Zamora (So) 
10. Jeremy Faulk, DL, Hastings, FL* i at the cornerback position, though redshirt freshman James- BOLD indicates returning starter 


*junior college tansfer | ON Houston is the probable starter opposite Reid. 
| “T think we have talent, but we have work to do,” Bennett 


2015 RANKINGS says. “I like these kids. We've just got to be hungry.” 


OFFENSE =» PERGAME 81612 NATIONAL | SPECIALISTS Punter Drew Galitz was solid enough as a freshman 
Scoring 48.1 ppg 1 1 | with a 40.7-yard average, 11 kicks inside the 20 and no touchbacks. 
Rushing 326.7 ypg 2 | And he might be the answer at kicker as well if Chris Callahan con- 
Passing 289.5 ypg : | tinnesite struggle with consistency. Baylor’s return game was lackluster 


Total 616.2 ypg ! | in 2015, surprising for a team with so much talent at the 
DEFENSE  PERGAME BIG12 NATIONAL | 


Se ORE ltt ae ante A top-10 finish i j oy apm 
Rushing 163.1 ypq 3 5h top- nish is certainly not out 


Passing 233.5 ypg 4 76 | Of the question, especially if Russell and Stidham come 
Total 396.5 ypg 3 42 | through as expected. But with the massive rebuilding jobs in 
va, __ Doth lines, making a run at a conference championship and a 
TOMARGIN PERGAME BIG 12 NATIONAL | 
q 000 6 44 | berth in the College Football Playoff seems unlikely. 


Passing: Seth Russell, 200-119-2,104-6, 29 TDs 
Rushing: Shock Linwood, 196 att., 1,329 yds., 10 TDs 
Receiving: KD Cannon, 50 rec., 868 yds., 6 Ts 
Tackles: Travon Blanchard, 83 

Sacks: Taylor Young, 4.0 

Interceptions: Ryan Reid, 3 


Despite its late-season strug- 

gles, Baylor still averaged 7.26 
yards per play, second-most in 
the nation. 


Layne MurdochJr 
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Jay Biggerstaff 


IOWA STATE GYGLONES 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 7] * BIG 12 PREDICTION: 9? * PROJECTED RECORD: 4-8, 2-7 Big 12 


TEAM INFORMATION (aie Matt Campbell made it very clear on the day that he was 


introduced as Iowa State's head football coach: This is a program that 

Head Coach: Matt Campbell | will have success running the football. He has a great starting point in 

Record at School: First Season | Mike Warren, a sophomore who ran for more yardage than any other 

Career Record: 36-15 (5 yeas) _ freshman running back in college football last season. 

Offensive Coordina Ror; Tom Manating Joel Lanning, who started half of his sophomore season in 2015, looks 
Defensive Coordinator: Jon Heacock : a site 

Ames, 1A © Jack Trice Stadium (61,500) to be a very capable dual-threat Big 12 quarterback. Lanning is a bull- 

dozer of a runner but needs to be more accurate than the 55 percent 

| mark he finished with last year. “We have seen him have great suc- 

2016 SCHEDULE '_cess on the football field,” Campbell says. “Now we need to harness 


Sept. 3 Northern lowa | his ability.” 

a . at ar Iowa State is loaded at wide receiver, led by Allen Lazard, who should 
ee at be one of the best pass catchers in the Big 12 in his junior campaign. 
Sept. 24 San Jose State | ‘ hat! : : 
Oct. 1 Baylor | Senior Dondre Daley and junior Jauan Wesley are very capable in their 
Oct. 8 at Oklahoma State own right. 

Oct. 15 at Texas It’s the offensive line that has people in Ames concerned, 

Oct. 29 Kansas State | and rightfully so after the unit lost a combined 111 starts 

Nov. 3 Oklahoma | from last season. Left tackle Jake Campos is the only Cy- 

Nov. 12 at Kansas | clone returning to this unit who has more than one start to 

Nov. 19° Texas Tech | his name. Due to graduation and attrition, Campbell's offen- 

Nov. 26 West Virginia | 


| sive staff essentially has to start from scratch up front, which 

| isa major problem for any football team at any level of the 

2015 RESULTS game. Regardless of how the summer goes, the Campbell 

FINAL RECORD: 3-9, 2-7 war will likely be playing musical chairs on the offensive 
| line all season long. 


WR 5 
WR 10 


Sept. 5 Northern lowa W 3-7 | - 

oe 12 lowa L 17.31 | DEFENSE Eight starters return for an Iowa State defense we ‘ Mate Lid . pat 
Sept. 19 at Toledo fot) | 23-30 | that should take a significant step forward after ranking LG &2 Nick Fett (Sr) 74 Bryce Meeker (Fr) 
Oct. 3 Kansas W 38-13 | 107th in the nation last year. The Cyclones should be aver- C 51 Julian Good-Jones (Fr) 53. Patrick Scoggins (Sr. 
Oct. 10 at Texas Tech L 31-66 | age-to-strong up front and very good on the back end. RG 53. Patrick Scoggins (Sr.) 64 Karson Green (Jr.) 
Oct. 17 TCU L 21-46 | What happens in the middle at linebacker is the great un- | RT 56 Jaypee Philbert (Jr) 79 Shawn Curtis (Jr) 
Oct. 24 at Baylor L 27-45 | known. The good news is that Jordan Harris at Mike and | TE 88 Justin Chandler [Sr.) 12. Clifford Fernandez (Jr.) 
Oct. 31 Texas W %40 | Willie Harvey at Will have a lot of potential, but they will | QB 7 Joel Lanning Ur) 4 Zeb Notand (Fr) 

Nov. 7 at Oklahoma L 1682 need to work on the mental aspect of the game with a new | RB 2 Mike Warren (So.) David Montgomery [F.) 
Nov. 14 Oklahoma State L 31-36 coaching staff. DEFENSE (8) 

be ‘. ine Ai | Demond Tucker, the 2015 Big 12 Defensive Newcomer of | DE 8 Jhaustin Thomas {Sr.) 41 Darius White (Sr. 


| the Year, is one of the best tackles in the Big 12 and will carry DT 97 


| the front four. Jhaustin Thomas has as much potential as any br, 91 
TOP 10 RECRUITS | defensive end that Iowa State has seen in years. ne y 
| 


In Brian Peavy, Jomal Wiltz, Nigel Tribune and Jay Jones, 
Iowa State has four quality cornerbacks, which is key in the 


1. Sean Foster, OL, Mundelein, IL 
2. Chase Allen, TE, Nixa, MO | 


WLB 16 
NB 2 


3. Deshaunte Jones, ATH, Cincinnati,OH | Big 12. Meanwhile, Kamari Cotton-Moya is an All-Big | cp 10 
4, Lonnie Johnson, S, Gary, IN* | 12-caliber free safety. CB 17 
5. Eyioma Uwazurike, DE, Southfield, Ml | SPECIALISTS ‘There isn't much margin for error at Iowa ss 3 


6. Jalen Martin, WR, Detroit, MI FS 5 
7. JaQuan Bailey, DE, Jacksonville, FL 


| State, so when games come down to a chip-shot field goal, 
8. Kene Nwangwu, RB, Frisco, TX | 


the Cyclones need to be consistent. Kicker Cole Netten 

struggled with that early last year before ending the season 

9. Jacob Park, 0B, Goose Greek, SC | on a 7-of-7 streak after a 7-of-12 start. There’s no drama 

10. Lawrence White, ATH, Bakersfield, CA jee, though. Netten, a senior, is the guy, while junior Colin 
*junior college transfer | 3 f ry f % 

| Downing is a quality punter. Junior Trever Ryen is not only 


2015 RANKINGS | a versatile offensive player, but he also has the potential to be a game 


| changer on punt and kick returns. 
NATIONAL | 


K 1 
P13 


ce 75.0900 * ; 93 | FINAL ANALYSIS On his way out the door, former head coach Paul 
Rushing 182.0ypq 7 4g | Rhoads predicted that the Cyclones would go to a bowl game in 2016. 
Passing 226.3ypq 7 43 | that was before injuries and attrition severely impacted the offensive 
Total 408.3ypg 7 5g | line, but his point still stands: This is a talented football team, especially 
— SeaaMe mete TOME the skill positions. Once again, the Cyclones will face one 
Scoring 32.7 ppg 8 97 | ofthe tougher schedules in college football; however, if a few 
Rushing 186.6 ypg 6 8b bounces go their way, Rhoads could end up being right. One 
Passing 266.8ypg «= 7~=S«*1N2 thing is for sure: After bringing in the top-ranked recruiting 
Total 453.4ypo 8 107 class in school history after being on the job for only two 
TOMARGIN PERGAME BIG]? Navona, months, Matt Campbell has an energetic fan base fully in 
oT 2 10 ©6113 | his comer. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


STAT CORNER 


ALLEN LAZARD 


“Matt Campbell will do a good job there in time, 
but they're just pretty far down right now tal- 
ent-wise and down in a whole lot of spots.” 


— An opposing Big 12 assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (4) 


Allen Lazard (Jr.) 15 Brandon Harris (Jr.) 
Javan Wesley (Jr.) 19 Trever Ryen (Jr) 


Demond Tucker (Sr.) 99 Vernell Trent (Jr.) 


Pierre Aka (Sr.) 36 Bobby Leath {Sr.} 
Gabe Luna (Sr.) §5 J.D. Waggoner (Jr.) 
Jordan Harris (Sr.) 29 Kane Seeley (Sr.) 
Willie Harvey (So.) 25. Brian Mills (Jr.) 
D'Andre Payne (So.) 9 Reggan Northrup (So.) 
Brian Peavy (So.) 12 Jay Jones (Sr.) 
Jomal Wiltz (Sr.) 34 Nigel Tribune (Sr.) 
Mike Johnson (Fr) 23 Thadd Daniels (Jr.] 


Kamari Cotton-Moya (Jr.) 6 De'Monte Ruth (So.) 


Cole Netten (Sr.} 
Colin Downing Ur.) 


KR _ 17 Jomal Wiltz (Sr. 
PR 19 Trever Ryen Ur.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


Passing: Joel Lanning, 193-107-1,247-4, 10 TDs 
Rushing: Mike Warren, 227 att., 1,339 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Allen Lazard, 56 rec., 808 yds., 6 TO 
Tackles: Brian Peavy, 82 

Sacks: Demond Tucker, 6.0 

Interceptions: Brian Peavy, 2 


On 2nd-and-medium, 2nd-and- 
long, and 3rd-and-long, ISU QBs 
were sacked on 14.3 percent of 
pass attempts, third-worst in FBS. 
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& KANSAS JAYHAWKS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 99 * BIG 12 PREDICTION: 10 * PROJECTED RECORD: 2-10, 0-9 Big 12 


\ 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE After losing its top three quarterbacks to season-ending 
Head Coach: David Beaty _ injuries last season, KU had more bad luck in spring practices, as in- 
Record at School: 0-12 1 aa | cumbent Ryan Willis was a limited participant after suffering a right 
Career Record: 0-12 1 year) | wrist injury in early March. He still is the favorite to win the job after 
Offensive Coordinator: David Beaty starting the last eight games as a true freshman, completing 52 percent 
Co-Defensive Coordinators: Clint Bowen, | Of his passes with nine touchdowns and 10 interceptions. 
Kenny Perry Running back Ke’aun Kinner returns as one of KU’s most proven of- 
Lawrence, KS * Memorial Stadium (60,071) | fensive players, and he hopes that his production will improve in 2016 
| after he played through a torn labrum and deep thigh contusion in the 
second half. Kinner, who was the National Junior College Offensive 
| Player of the Year in 2014, rushed for more than 110 yards in each of 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 Rhode Island | his first two games at KU before suffering his leg injury Oct. 3 against 
2 i . Memphis | Iowa State, though he still played in every contest. 

Sent. 29 at Texas Tech LaQuvionte Gonzalez should highlight KU’s receiving corps after 
Oct 8 TCU _ sitting out following a transfer from Texas A&M, and he provides an 
Oct. 15 at Baylor | element of speed and playmaking ability that was absent a 

Oct. 22 Oklahoma State season ago. Steven Sims and Jeremiah Booker also have tak- 

Oct. 29 at Oklahoma | en steps forward after being thrust into major roles during on 
Nov. § at West Virginia | their true freshman seasons in 2015. petitive. 
Nov. 12. lowa State | KU offensive line coach Zach Yenser believes his players 

Nov. 19 Texas are better and more confident than they were a season ago, 

Nov. 26 at Kansas State 


but that doesn’t change the reality that the unit is still young 


and needs to improve. Yenser does have some veterans upon OFFENSE (5) 

2015 RESULTS whom he can rely, starting with senior left tackle Jordan | WR 1 LaQuvionte Gonzalez (Jr) 12 Darious Crawley [Jr.) 
FINAL RECORD: (0-12, 0-9) | Shelley-Smith, senior guard D’Andre Banks and junior cen- | WR &8 Jeremiah Booker (So.| 4 Tyler Patrick (So.] 
Sept. § SouthDakotaState | 38-41 | ter Joe Gibson. : J 
Sept. 12 Memphis { 23-55 DEFENSE Safety Fish Smithson is the team’s top return- eA Z cote or a i pa pany 
Sept. 26 at Rutgers { 1427 er defensively, as he led the nation in solo tackles per game C7) Joe | ie) 43 nee Garza {Fr} 
Oct. 3. atlowa State L 1338 | (7.9) i . Brandon Stewart returns as the top corner, y ; { 
Oct. 10 Baylor L766 | (7.9) in 2015 saan P > | RG 62 DAndreBanks(Sr.) 45 Jayson Rhodes (Jr) 
Oct. 17 Texas Tech | 9-39 though he battled injuries much of 2015. RT 74 Clyde McCauley Ill (So) 73. Larry Hughes (So.) 
Oct. 24 atOklahoma State 1 10-69 | KU's top linemen are all sophomores, led by pass-rush spe- | TE 84 Ben Johnson (Jr.) 19 Jace Sternberger (Fr. 
Oct. 31 Oklahoma | 7.62 | Cialist Dorance Armstrong, who had 3.5 sacks and four pass | 9B 13. Ryan Willis (So.) 2 Montell Cozart (J. 
Nov. 7 at Texas \ 20-89 | breakups as a true freshman in 2015. Tackles Daniel Wise | RB 22 Keaunkinner (Sr 24 Taylor Martin (So.) 
Nov. 14 at TCU L 17-23} and DJ. Williams also are part of a young core that was able | DEFENSE (7) 
Nov. 21 West Virginia L 0-49 | to get early experience. DE 56 Anthony Olobia (Sr. 17 Josh Ehambe [So.] 
Nov. 28 Kansas State L 14-45 | KU has some stability at its starting linebacker spots, be- | DT 91 0L.Williams (So) 6 IsiHolani Ur.) 

| ginning with Lawrence native Joe Dineen, who finished sec- | OT 9% Daniel Wise (So.) 99 Deelsaac Davis (Jr) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS ond on the team in tackles (86) and tackles for a loss (6.5). | DE 46 Dorance Armstrong (So) 13. Damani Mosby (Sr.) 
1. Maciah Long, LB, Houston, TX | South Carolina transfer Marcquis Roberts returns for his | 13 29 peed e 4 chet 
2. Chris Hughes, OL, Harker Heights, TX | SemlOF Season atte renkiog Hiied im tackies last yeae NB 30 Tevin Shaw (Sr.) 14 Chevy Graham (Sr.] 
3. lan Peterson, S, Austin, TX | SPECIALISTS After vowing that his team would overem- | cB 8 Brandon Stewart(Sr.) 16 Kyle Mayberry [Fr] 
4. Tyriek Starks, OB, New Orleans, LA phasize special teams, KU coach David Beaty saw the Jay- | CB 7 Deitick Neal Jr) 25 Marnez Ogletree (Sc. 
5. Hunter Harris, OL, Aledo, TX | hawks regress last season, moving from 121st in Football- SS 19 Tyrone Miller (So.) 24 Bazie Bates IV (Sr.) 
6. Kyle Mayberry, CB, Sperry, OK | Outsiders.com's rankings to 127th (out of 128 teams). New | FS 9 FishSmithson(Sr.) 24 Bazie Bates IV (Sr) 
7. Evan Fairs, WR, Fulshear, TX | special teams coach Joe DeForest has put an emphasis on SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Antione Frazier, OL, Huffman, TX | his guys playing faster with freer minds, though he admits K 7 Matthew Wyman (St) KR. 33 Ryan Schadler (So. 
9. |si Holani, DT, Kaumana, HI* | that this year could be a challenge based on personnel. Se- P 28 Michael Valentine (Fr) | PR 1 LaQuvionte Gonzalez [Jr 


10. Isaiah Bean, DE, Humble, TX | nior kicker Matthew Wyman returns, and though he has a 


DEPTH CHART 


“There's not much to evaluate. ... | think they're 
still two or three years away from being com- 


— An opposing Big 12 assistant coach 


on 


Steven Sims (So.) Bobby Hartzog (Jr.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Ryan Willis, 315-164-1,719-10, 9 TDs 
Rushing: Keaun Kinner, 134 att., 566 yds.. 5 TDs 
Receiving: Steven Sims, 30 rec., 349 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: Fish Smithson, 111 

Sacks: Dorance Armstrong, Daniel Wise, 3.5 
Interceptions: Iwo players tied with 2 


Kansas averaged only 4.1 yards 
on first down, worst in FBS. The 
KU defense, on the other hand, 

allowed 7.6 yards on first down. 


“junior college transfer strong leg, he’s been inconsistent with accuracy the last three 
seasons. The biggest question is with the team’s other kicker; 
e015 RANKINGS DeForest was honest in April when saying KU didn't have a punter yet. 
rite drat me arena | FINALANALYSIS Beaty is entering his second year with some added 
hashing 1129 mt 10 1m«éPFessure from an unlikely source: himself. After going 0-12 last season, 
Passing 218.6ypg 8 | Beaty upped the stakes at the beginning of spring football when he 
Total 3315ypg 10118 announced that he would be taking over as the team’s play-caller while 
al > Tae eG P| demoting offensive coordinator Rob Likens. Though it’s ad- 
Scoring 46.1 ppg 10s«28—sCd mirable that Beaty is putting his name on the offense, he 
Rushing 267.2ypg «915 also is putting his neck on the line for both the team's overall 
Passing 293.7ypg «(10126 performance and its scoring ability. If either is disappointing 
Total 560.8ypg 10 =«=«128«S|s«in 2016, the criticism on the coach will come quickly — and 
TOMARGN PERGAME Ble12 waning, COUld be warranted if he appears to have taken on too much 
7 058 9 105 | before picking up his first victory as a Division I head coach. 
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Tim Umphrey 


Jay Biggerstaff 


KANSAS STATE WILDCATS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 47 ¢ BIG 12 PREDICTION: 8 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 4-5 Big 12 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE K-State’s quarterback situation last season may best be de- 


scribed as a nightmare. Starter Jesse Ertz was lost for the year on the 


carpe ae (24 years} | season's opening drive due to a torn ACL in his right knee. Then po- 
Career Record: 199-101-1 (26 al | tential backup Alex Delton was ruled out for the season the following 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: Dana Dime, Week with a knee issue of his own. Injuries left the Wildcats with little 


Del Miller | choice but to hand the offense to Joe Hubener, a former walk-on who 
Defensive Coordinator: Tom Hayes __ served as the backup passer on his high school team. 

Manhattan, KS | That led to undesirable results. K-State completed 47 percent of its 
Bill Snyder Family Stadium (50,300) | passes, and the Wildcats ranked 113th nationally in passing efficiency. 


Not surprisingly, K-State lost its first six conference games and had 
e016 SCHEDULE to rally to reach a bowl. Those numbers must improve drastically for 


ae Se | K-State to win in 2016. Bill Snyder is hopeful they will. He will look to 
Sept 24 Missouri State Ertz and Delton to lead the charge. Both players have recovered from 
Oct. 1. atWest Virginia | their knee issues, and both showed flashes of brilliance during spring 
Oct. & Texas Tech | practices. Ertz blew away the competition in spring and summer prac- 
Oct. 15 at Oklahoma | tices a year ago, and his strong arm makes him the favorite jy , : 
Oct. 22 Texas | to reclaim his starting spot. But Delton brings speed and DereOslyeiys they Gave Up Way eran ae 
Oct. 29 at lowa State | dual-threat capabilities to the position. plays and didn t create turnovers, which is pretty 
Nov. 5 Oklahoma State | Whoever wins the starting spot will be surrounded by RUEUARIS SE Eee 
Nov. 79) at Baylor: | promising skill players. Charles Jones, Dalvin Warmack — An opposing Big 12 assistant coach 
a : ase and Justin Silmon all return at running back. Byron Pringle, 
: | Isaiah Zuber and Denzel Goolsby will strengthen K-State’s DEPTH CHART 
2015 RESULTS receiving corps. The biggest question mark comes up front. | OFFENSE (3) 
FINAL RECORD: 6-7, 3-6 | The Wildcats lost four starters from their offensive line to | WR 6 Deante Burton (Sr.) 4 Dominique Heath (So.) 
Sent. § South Dakota W340 | graduation. WR 9 Byron Pringle (So.) 7 Isaiah Zuber (Fr) 
fat 12 at UTSA W 30-3 | DEFENSE K-State coaches compared their secondary to LT Breontae Matthews (Jr) 75 A.J. Allen (Sr 
Sept. 19 Lovisiana Tech fot) W 39-33 | a revolving door last season. At one point, the unit had so OG tee hn Bis rete | 
q | aeons : sae ; C71 Dalton Risner(So.) 67. Reid Najvar Ur.) 
Oct. 3 at Oklahoma State L 34-36 | many injuries that Snyder asked defensive coordinator Tom | pe 79 Will Ash Sr} 79 Adam Holtort (Fr) 
= : Oe 4 a Hayes which defensive backs he could expect to play the fol- RT 74 Scott Frantz (Fr) 61 Abdul Beecham (So. 
ek pois Las lowing week. And Hayes didn’t have an answer. K-State’s | TE 80 Cody Small (Jr) Nick Lenners (Fr) 
Nov, 5 Baylor L Medt secondary was thought to be a strength in the preseason, but | QB 16 Jesse Ertz [Jr 5 Alex Delton (Fr.) 
Nav. 16: at Texas Teck | 44-59 | it quickly became a weakness. The return of Dante Barnett, | RB 24 Charles Jones (Sr 32 Justin Sitmon (So. 
Nov. 21. lowa State W. 38-35 , an all-conference safety, should make a world of difference. | FB 38 Winston Dimel(So.) 39 Austin Katsorelos (Sr. 
Nov. 28 at Kansas W. 45-14 | He missed all but one game last season with an injury and is DEFENSE (6) 
Dec. 5 West Virginia W 26-23 | now back for his fifth season. Barnett is the quarterback of | DE 75 Jordan Willis (Sr.) 51 Reggie Walker (Fr.) 
Jan. 2 vs, Arkansas # lL 23-45 | K-State’s defense. With Kendall Adams playing alongside | DT 60 Will Geary (Jr.) 94 C.J, Reese (So.] 
alibetyBow | him, it should be much harder for teams to throw on the | DT 98 Craig Settles ia 92 Matt Seiwert (Jr.] iy 
Wildcats. Duke Shelley will lead the way at corner after a | DE 34 Tanner Wood Ur. 69 Jacob Harshberger [Jr. 
TOP 10 RECRUITS promising freshman eat in which he flashed moments | 4B 9 ElijahLee Jr.) 41 Sam Sizetove (So. 
|. Skylar Thompson, OB, Independence, MO) GF brilliance in pass coverage. Cal transfer Cedric Dozier | ‘8 82 Charmeachealle Moore (St) 3 Elijah Sullivan [Fr 
2. Byron Pringle, WR. Tampa, FL* Viaianial play opposite him LB 35 Will Davis (Sr.) 58 Trent Tanking (Jr.) 
3, Breontae Matthews, OL, Washington DC* | With a veteran grou rehaties up front and in the middle i glia LB ater th 
4, Mike McCoy, RB, Topeka, KS State hac gr ae ¢ eups def Lineback > | CB — Cedric Dozier (Sr.) 5 Jesse Mack (Sr.] 
6. Corey Sutton, WR, Charlotte, NC | paaatabe hag the makings! ofa promising: derense. Linehack= |i)" SS. 22\ Dante Barnett (St 29. Sean Newlan (Jr) 
6, Blake Hickey, OL, Godley, TX | er Elijah Lee led the team with 80 tackles last season, and FS 21 Kendall Adams (So.) 28 Nate Guidry (Jr) 
7. Bronson Massie, DE, Lufkin, TX Charmeachealle Moore came on strong at the end of his SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Abdul Beecham, OL, Converse, TX* i J UEHOF season. Jordan Willis, Tanner Wood and Will Geary K 16 Matthew McCrane Ur.) © KR 4 Dominique Heath (So.) 
9. Nick Lenners, TE, Lincaln, NE | should all be formidable players on the defensive line. P id Nick Walsh Ur) PR 3. Dalvin Warmack (S0.} 


10. D.J. Render, WR, Kennesaw, GA | SPECIALISTS It won't be easy to replace record-setting 

‘junior college transfer | kickoff returner Morgan Burns. Then again, replacing gifted 
kickoff returner Tyler Lockett seemed like a tall order before 

2015 RANKINGS | Burns logged multiple touchdown returns last season. The Wildcats 

OFFENSE PERGAME 81612 NATIONAL | Will look to Dominique Heath, Warmack and others to replace Burns. 

Scoring 29.9 ppg 7 58 | K-State should feel comfortable at kicker, where Matthew McCrane 

Rushing 157.7 ypg 8 8% | didn’t miss last season, converting seven field goals and 15 extra points. 

Passing —176.0ypg = 9 = 108 | Nick Walsh returns as punter after averaging 41.6 yards last season. 


9 13 | 
en 3_| FINAL ANALYSIS K-State suffered its first losing season 
DEFENSE PERGAME BIG12 NATIONAL | 


Scoring 31.5 ppg 7 93 under Snyder since 2005 last fall. Many factors, including 


Rushing 166.7 ypg 6 | injuries, led to the 6-7 record, but the Wildcats aren’t mak- 


Passing 285.5ypg 9~S«12N ing excuses. They are eager to bounce back. Healthy quarter- 


Total s2.2ypg9 6 (106 backs plus a veteran defense provide a nucleus for success. 
TUWARGN” PERGAME bli? warionay | BU the Wildcats will face a rigorous schedule that begins 
3 13 8 88 with a road game against Stanford. 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


Passing: Joe Hubener, 275-131-1,837-10, 9 TDs 
Rushing: Charles Jones, 142 att., 696 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Deante Burton, 38 rec., 510 yds., 4 TOs 
Tackles: Elijah Lee, 80 
Sacks: Jordan Willis, 9.5 
Interceptions: Elijah Lee, 3 


KSU's per-play yardage margin 
fell two full yards in 2015, from 
+0.7 per play in 2014 to -1.3. The 
win percentage fell accordingly. 
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Q) OKLAHOMA SOONERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 6 * BIG 12 PREDICTION: 1 * PROJECTED RECORD: 10-2, 7-2 Big 12 


OFFENSE Baker Mayfield was forced to wait to make his Oklahoma 
TEAM INFORMATION debut, sitting out the 2014 season after transferring from Texas Tech, 


bowen oa (17 years) where he was a walk-on. For the Sooners, he was well worth it. May- 
Career Record: 179-46 (17 years} | field delivered a swashbuckling style that energized the program. And 
Offensive Coordinator: Lincoln Riley | with the style, there was substance, too, as he threw for 3,700 yards 
Defensive Coordinator: Mike Stoops | and 36 touchdowns, adding another 405 yards and seven touchdowns 


Norman, OK # Oklahoma Memorial Stadium (82,112) rushing. He'll enter 2016 as a prominent Heisman Trophy candidate. 
‘There's work to do, Mayfield says, with better ball protection his em- 


2016 SCHEDULE phasis in the offseason. He threw only seven interceptions last season, 
Sept. 3 at Houston # | but two came in the season-ending Orange Bowl loss to Clemson. 
Sept. 10. ULMonroe “That’s the most important thing,” Mayfield says. “And if I do that, 
Sept. 17 Ohio State | we're going to win come this fall.” 
Oct. 1 atTCU | ‘The offense is geared to win, with Mayfield and a running back duo of 
Oct. 8 vs. Texas % | Samaje Perine and Joe Mixon that rivals any in the country. Still, there 
Oct. 15 Kansas State | are question marks. Two new starters are needed along the offensive 
Oct. 22 at Texas Tech | line, with young and inexperienced replacements in position gym 
Oct. 29 Kansas to take over. And even with Dede Westbrook returning, Not to take anything away, but [last year] they 
i - as State | there’s a shortage of proven commodities at receiver to guar- Aes ple ec one vebeels'hasengs 
Nov. 19 atest Vigina | antee that the Sooners’ spread offense will continue clicking. : one a4 
Dec. 3 Oklahoma State | DEFENSE ‘The Sooners lost most of their premier play- = AT DR POSIIG EAGLE Aas ate ni FOHEY 
#NRG Stadium ¥0allss, X| makers from the 2015 defense, with Eric Striker, Charles 
2015 RESULTS Tapper, Dominique Alexander and Zack Sanchez all moving DEPTH CHART 
on. That’s four first-team All-Big 12 selections, 265 tackles, | OFFENSE (6) 
FINAL RECORD: 11-2, 8-1 WR 11 Dede Westbrook (Sr.) 5 Geno Lewis (Sr.} 


16.5 sacks and nine interceptions out the door. So the search 
Sept. 5 Akron W 41-3 | is on for new stars and new leaders on the defensive side. 
Sept. 12 at Tennessee [ot] W 31-24 | There are logical candidates, as end Charles Walker, line- 


WR 81 
WR 16 


Mark Andrews [So.] 17 Jordan Smallwood [Jr.) 
Michiah Quick Ur.) 13 A.D. Miller (So.] 


SRE ge Wai e| backer Jordan Evans, safety Ahmad Thomas and cornerback LY 78. Optando Brewe (Se.) 71 ‘Bobby Evens ft] 
Oct. 3 West Virginia W 44-24 | LG 74 Cody Ford [Fr.) 67. Ashton Jutious Ur) 
Oct. 10 vs. Texas % L 17% | Jordan Thomas were all good enough to draw second-team C 68 Jonathan Alvarez (Jr.) 55 Logan Roberson (Fr) 
Oct. 17 atKansasState Ww 55-9 | All-Big 12 notice a year ago. And all are poised for bigger | RG 72 Ben Powers (S.) 52. Jamal Danley (Sr.] 
Oct. 24 Texas Tech W 63-27 | years in the spotlight. Walker anchors what should be a solid | RT 75 Dru Samia(So.) 70. Christian Daimler Ur.) 
Oct. 31 at Kansas W 627 | front, while the Thomas tandem headlines an experienced | QB 6 BakerMayfield(Sr.) 10 Austin Kendall (Fr.) 
Nov. 7 lowa State W 52-16 | cast in the secondary. RB 32 Samaje Perine (Jr. 25 Joe Mixon (So.) 
Nov. 14 at Baylor W 44-34 | “I feel like we are all comfortable out there,” says safety FB 36. Dimitri Flowers (Jr) 45 Carson Meier (So. 
a Z TCU W eh | Steven Parker, “It’s about building depth, going out there | DEFENSE (6) 
ov. 28 atOklahoma State W 58-23 every day with a chip on our shoulder. It was great last year, | DE 97 Charles Walker ir] 98. Marquise Overton (So) 
Dec. 31 vs. Clemson # L 37 | but we want to be even greater this year.” DT 92 Matt Romar (Jr. 93. Jordan Wade (Sr.] 
ee ee ee The major concern is at linebacker, where only Evans is DT 94 Matt Dimon (Sr.) 83 87 DU. _ ae 
back, flanked by an inexperienced cast of hopefuls who failed | OLB 31 Ogbonnia Okoronkwo Lr) 22 Ricky DeBerry (Fr. 
TOP 10 RECRUITS ' to move the meter in the spring. With 83 tackles last season, 1LB 26 Jordan Evans (Sr.) 18 Curtis Botton (So. 
1, Caleb Kelly, LB, Fresno, CA | Evans finished as the team’s No. 2 tackler. ILB 9 Tay Evans (So. pat inact Ur) 
2. Amani Bledsoe, DE, Lawrence, KS | With Mixon i ee , NB 12 Will Johnson Ur.) 29 Prentice McKinney (So.) 
4 Jordan Parker. CB, Pittsbura, CA SPECIALISTS uxon in a time-share at running | CB 7 JordanThomas(Jr.) — § Antoine Stephens (Fr. 
perp elnits M tarte back, he’s free to lend his talents to the return game, giv- | CB 27 Dakota Austin (Sr) 2 PJ. Mbanasor (So. 
4, Austin Kendall, OB, Waxhaw, NC ing the Sooners a potentially dynamic element. A tandem of | SS 10 StevenParker(Jr.) 21. Will Sunderland So.) 
: eerie eee | Mixon and Alex Ross on kickoffs could be frightening for FS 13 Ahmad Thomas (Sr.) 8 Kahlil Haughton (So.) 
7. ack! or fesse hale iL | opponents, since Ross carries a 25.7-yard return average and SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Abdul Adams, RB. Landover, MD | two return touchdowns in his career. The kicking duties are K 43. Austin Seibert (So.} KR 28 Alex Ross (Sr.) 
9. Chanse Sylvie, 0B, Shreveport, IA | in good shape with Austin Seibert, who punted and handled P 43 Austin Seibert (So.) PR 25 Joe Mixon (So,] 
10. Johncarlo Valentin, OL, Philadelphia, PA | placement duties as a freshman a year ago, averaging 42.0 BOLD indicates returning starter 
yards on punts and booting 18 field goals. 
2015 RANKINGS FINAL ANALYSIS Mayfield offers an “it” factor for the Sooners, an RETURNING LEADERS 
| inspiring and invaluable intangible that adds to all his special skills | Passing: Baker Mayfield, 395-269-3,700-7, 36 TDs 
iis ae he seal at the most important position on the field. With Mayfield heading | Rushing: Samaje Perine, 226 att., 1,349 yds., 16 TDs 
Rushing 994 i ” | a group of 12 returning starters from a squad that advanced to the | Receiving: Dede Westbrook, 46 rec., 743 yds.. 4 TDs 
Passing 308.2 oy 17 | College Football Playoff a year ago, the Sooners are fixed on making seg ae rae ? 
Total 530.2 ypg 4 7 | another run. “Oh yeah, we're even more hungry,” Mayfield says. CAS: Lijsries Wreuter, 8. 


aa Wik a If the question marks on the offensive line, at receiver and 
Rees a a : 53 is built for another big year. The Sooners will be the favorite 
1 
1 


Passing 202.8 ypg 3, | in the Big 12, yet before getting there they'll have to navi- 

Total 364.5 ypg 39 | gate a rugged non-conference schedule that includes a trip 

TOMARGIN” PERGAME Blo12 Wationm, © ON-the-rise Houston in the opener and a home clash with 
+9 +0.69 3 15 Ohio State. 
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8 linebacker can be transformed into solid answers, Oklahoma [yp ymasl-\la:] 


Interceptions: Jordan Thomas, § 


Oklahoma averaged 8.0 yards 
per play on first down [1st] and 
allowed only 4.6 per play [eighth]. 
The +3.4 margin was best in FBS. 


Jay Biggerstaft 


Tim Umphrey 


OKLAHOMA STATE COWBOYS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 25 « BIG 12 PREDICTION: 4 * PROJECTED RECORD: 9-3, 6-3 Big 12 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Oklahoma State’s talking points provide plenty of opti- 


Head Coach: Mike G ' mism: Nine returning starters contributed heavily to an offense that 
‘are maa eit ae | ranked 22nd nationally in total offense and 14th in scoring. The con- 
Career Record: 94-47 (11 <a | tinued development of quarterback Mason Rudolph, who passed for 


Offensive Coordinator: Mike Yurcich | 3,770 yards and 21 touchdowns. A stable of receivers, led by game- 

Defensive Coordinator: Glenn Spencer | breaker James Washington, the Big 12’s leading returning receiver after 

Stillwater, OK # Boone Pickens Stadium (60,218) | totaling 1,087 yards and 10 touchdowns on 53 receptions a year ago. 
What's not to like? 


|2016 SCHEDULE | The running game’s not to like, at least as it performed a year ago, 


with no guarantees of dramatic improvement going forward. The Cow- 


— - sept * boys finished No. 114 in rushing in 2015, leaving Rudolph and the 
So 17. Pittsburgh 8 | receivers to carry the offense, which they did rather well, considering a 
Sept. 24 at Baylor | 10-3 final record and an appearance in the Sugar Bowl. But the lack of 


Oct. 1. Texas a run game was exposed late, just as Oklahoma State rose into College 


Oct. 8 lowa State Football Playoff contention, with three straight losses at the finish. 
Oct. 22 at Kansas | There was blame to go around, with the offensive line un- 
Oct. 29 West Virginia able to open running lanes and the backs lacking the burst 
Nov. 5 at Kansas State to create their own space or make defenders miss. With all 


Nov. 12 Texas Tech 
Nov. 19 at TCU 
Dec. 3 at Oklahoma 


| five starters back up front, plus the addition of junior college 
All-American Larry Williams, there’s hope that the unit will 
| be improved. There’s hope, too, that Chris Carson will be 


better in his second season at running back, while Stanford DEPTH CHART 
2015 RESULTS | graduate transfer Barry J. Sanders — the son of Cowboys OFFENSE (9) 
FINAL RECORD: 10-3, 7-2 | legend Barry Sanders — also arrives amid promise of amp- | WR 28 James Washington (Jr.) 81 Jhajuan Seales (Sr.) 
Sept. 3 at Central Michigan 37-26 | ing up the ground attack. WR 3 MarcellAteman(Sr.) 15 Chris Lacy Jr.) 
Sept. 12 Central Arkansas 32-8 | DEFENSE ‘The Cowboys defense cratered during that late WR 84 Jalen McCleskey So.) 17 Austin Hays (St. 


Sept. 19 UTSA 69-14 | LT 73 


| stretch of losses, surrendering far too many yards and points. 


27 | LG 54 

Ne _ Pha oe | Injuries and ultimately fatigue conspired against the defense, C74 
' | which was also left to cover for a suddenly scuffing offense. | pg 64 
Oct. 24 Kansas 59-19 | Now the unit must deal with the loss of All-American end RT 60 


TE 47 
QB 2 
RB 32 


70-53 | Emmanuel Ogbah and three other valuable starters. And 
49-29 | yet, the defense should be improved, pending better health. 
%-31 | Safety Jordan Sterns and linebacker Jordan Burton, first- 


Oct. 31 at Texas Tech 
Nov. 7 TCU 


W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
Oct. 10 atWest Virginia (ot) W 33-26 
W 
W 
Ww 
Nov. 14 at lowa State W 
L 
L 
4 


Nov. 21 Baylor 3-45 | team All-Big 12 picks, headline a group that features ex- DEFENSE (7) 
Nov. 28 Oklahoma 23-58 | plosive athletes across the board. Young ends Jarrell Owens, | DE 93 Jarrell Owens (So.) 99 Trey Carter (So.) 
Jan. 1 ye. le Miss # 20-48 | Jordan Brailford and Cole Walterscheid played well in audi- | DT 9% VincentTaylor (Jr) 95. Vili Leveni (Jr) 


DT 56 
DE 9% 
LB 20 
LB 45 
LB 40 


‘Seo ‘tions as redshirt freshmen a year ago and look to thrive in 


TOP 10 RECRUITS greater roles. Vincent Taylor, a disruptive force inside, heads 


: | adeep tackle rotation. 
|. Tramonda Moore, OL, Oklahoma City | “There’s a physical aggressiveness that marks the back seven, 
2, Calvin Bundage, LB, Edmond, OK | 


| inspired by Burton and Sterns, who combined for 206 stops 


3, Tyrell Alexander, WR, Lancaster, TX | , CB 6 Ashton Lampkin (Sr.) 2 Darius Curry (Jr) 

4. ta Williams, OL, Wilmington, NC* | a year ago as the team's top tacklers. CB 7 Ramon Richards (Jr) 8 Malik Kearse (Jr. 

5, Rodarius Williams, CB, Shreveport, LA | SPECIALISTS Placekicker Ben Grogan has been streaky | SS 31 Tre Flowers (Jr.) 5 Jerel Morrow [Jr.] 

6. Tyler Brown, OL, Lexington, 0K | yet has made 49 field goals in three seasons. Zach Sinor | FS 13 Jordan Sterns(Sr.) 25 Derrick Moncrief (Sr. 

7, Madre Harper, CB, Arlington, TX | thrived as a freshman punter, averaging 40.1 yards per kick SPECIAL TEAMS 

8. LD Brown, RB, Dallas, TX | with 31 kicks downed inside the 20. McCleskey improved K 19 Ben Grogan (Sr) KR 20 Jeff Carr (So.) 

9. A.J. Green, CB, DeSoto, TX | as a punt returner as the season progressed, taking one for a P 29 Zach Sinor (So) PR 84 Jalen McCleskey (So.) 

10. Justice Hill, RB, Tulsa, OK | touchdown, and could be dynamic in the role. Carr's speed is BOLD indicates returning starter 
*junior college transfer | a plus on kick returns. Sanders could get a look there as well. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Last season ended in disappointment. Yet 2016 
2015 RANKINGS | was always pegged as the year the Cowboys onl return to promi- 
rarea ek or niet | nence both in the Big 12 and nationally. And it still could happen, with 
nishing 1268 ia 9 | apremium quarterback in Rudolph, 16 returning starters and 38 play- 
Passing 363.2 oo? 7 | rs returning from the bowl two-deep to form a more mature group, 
Total 480.0ypg 8 77 _ both physically and mentally. The running game must make strides. 


| And a testier schedule that involves road trips to face all the 
DEFENSE © PERGAME = BIG.12 NATIONAL | 


Scoring 305 ppg 88 | league's other top contenders — Baylor, TCU and Oklaho- —yyiygae)-ta:] 


Rushing 186.9ypq 7 87 ma — must be navigated. But the Cowboys have the pieces. 

Passing 252.2ypq 95 | And it’s a group that captured quality road wins a year ago at 

Total 439.1ypg «5100S Texas, West Virginia and Texas Tech. If they can avoid the 

Dua PERGAME bid Wangwa,) ©™AJOr injuries that sideswiped them a year ago, the Cowboys 
413 “001 F could make a run through the Big 12 and beyond. 


“They won a bunch of games last year, but when 
you really looked at their talent, they're just not at 
the same level as they were a few years ago.’ 


— An opposing Big 12 assistant coach 


Victor Salako (Sr. 75 Marcus Keyes (Fr.) 
Larry Williams (Jr.) 72 Johnny Wilson (Fr.) 
Michael Wilson (Sr.) 71 Brad Lundblade (Jr.) 
Jesse Robinson (Jr.) 66 Lemaefe Galea’i (So.) 
Zach Crabtree (Jr.) 78 Matthew Mucha (So.] 
Blake Jarwin (Sr.) 85 Jordan Frazier (So.) 
Mason Rudolph (Jr.) = 9 John Kolar (Fr.) 

Chris Carson (Sr.) 26 Barry J. Sanders (Sr.) 


Motekiai Maile (Sr.) 97 Eric Davis [Sr.) 

Jordan Brailford (So.) 82 Cole Walterscheid (So.] 
Jordan Burton (Sr.) 3 Kenneth Edison-McGruder {So,) 
Chad Whitener (Jr.) 19 Justin Phillips (So.) 
Devante Averette (Sr.) 26 Kevin Henry [Fr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Mason Rudolph, 424-264-3,770-9, 21 TDs 
Rushing: Chris Carson, 131 att., 617 yds., 4 TDs 
Receiving: James Washington, 53 rec., 1,087 yds., 10 TDs 
Tackles: Jordan Sterns, 108 

Sacks: Vincent Taylor, 5.0 

Interceptions: Five players tied with 2 


On 2nd-and-medium, 2nd-and- 
long and 3rd-and-long, OSU 
sacked the QB on 13.8 percent of 
pass attempts. Only Penn State 
had a higher rate. 
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eeu TCU HORNED FROGS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 18 ¢ BIG 12 PREDICTION: 3 * PROJECTED RECORD: 9-3, 6-3 Big 12 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE TCU has won 23 of 26 games since switching to the Air 


Head Coach: Gary Patterson 
Record at School: 143-47 (15 years} 
Career Record: 143-47 (15 years) 


Co-Offensive Coordinators: Sonny Cumbie, | 
Doug Meacham | 


Defensive Coordinator: Chad Glasgow 


Fort Worth, TX © Amon 6. Carter Stadium (45,000)| 


2016 SCHEDULE | from a broken collarbone that sidelined him in Week 4. Deanté Gray, 
Sept. 3 South Dakota St, | who had eight touchdown catches in 2014, returns after missing a year 
Sept. 10 Arkansas | recovering from knee surgery. 

Sept. 17 lowa State But will there be enough time to throw it and catch it? TCU must 
Sept. 23 at SMU | replace four starters on the offensive line, although center Austin 
ae : topes Schlottman and guard Matt Pryor played the last three games as injury 
Oct. 22 at West Virginia (eisai 

Oct. 29 Texas Tech | DEFENSE TCU had to scrape together a linebacking corps 

Nov, § at Baylor | on short notice last year. Now, it is the team’s strength on 

Nov. 19 Oklahoma State | defense. Travin Howard, Ty Summers and Montrel Wilson 

Nov. 25 at Texas | ranked first, third and fifth, respectively, on the team in tack- 

Dec. 3 Kansas State 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 11-2, 7-2 Summers? Merely a high school quarterback signed to play WR 20 Deanté Gray (Sr) 4 Isaiah Graham (Fr 
Sept. 3 atMinnesota W 2-17 | linebacker. But the presence of those three, along with the | WR 15 Jeelan Austin (So. 2 Taj Williams (Jr) 
Sept. 12 Stephen. Austin W 70-7 | return to health of Douglas, provide a combination of ex- WR 12, fy Sonia i) 7 Sim Sasa tt] 
Z : eS 3, ; LT 68 Joseph Noteboom (Jr.) 52 Trey Elliott (So.] 
Sept. 19 SMU W 56-37 perience and athleticism at the position, a key spot in Gary | 16 4 wattP Un} 74 Chris Gaynar [J] 
Sept. 26 at Texas Tech W 55-52 | Patterson’s defense. BN fl oe iTS Bayt Vr 
Oct. 3 Texas W507 | wes, f . C 51 Austin Schlottman (Jr) 73 Jozie Milton (Fr.] 
ie ii Mince. MTSE The defensive line is short on experience at tackle, but high | pg 58 Patrick Morris (Jr) 74 Chris Gaynor Ur.) 
Oct. 17. at lowa State W 21 , 0 potential at defensive end with Josh Carraway, the 2015 | RT 69 Avante Collins (Sc) 62. David Bolisomi (Fr. 
Oct. 29 West Virginia Ww 4g19 | Sack leader, in place, and James McFarland, the 2014 sack | HB 25 KaVontae Turpin (So.] 10 Desmon White Jr.) 
Nov. 7 atOklahoma State | 29-49 | leader, returning from a broken toe that sidelined him all of | QB 7 KennyHill (Jr) 12. Foster Sawyer {So.] 
Nov. 14 Kansas W 23-17 last season. RB 21 Kyle Hicks (Jr.) 33 Sewo Olonilua (Fr.) 
Nov. 21 at Oklahoma t 29-30 The secondary will miss do-it-all safety Derrick Kindred. DEFENSE (7) 
Nov. 27 Baylor ot} W 28-21 | At cornerback, Jeff Gladney and converted receiver Tony | pE 9% JoshCarraway(Sr.) 47 Tipa Galeai (So.] 
Jan. 2 vs.Oregon# {ot} W 47-41 | James have plenty of speed, but neither has started a game | DT 95 Aaron Curry (Sr.) 96 Breylin Mitchell (So.) 
#Nano Bow | in college. DT 97 Chris Bradley (Jr.) 91 U Collier (So.) 

ULC WSTSORTON RSME SPECIALISTS There will be new kickers in 2016 after four | DE 40 James McFarland (Sc) 9 Mat Boesen Li] 

2 f stability. Jonathan Song and Ryan Graf will compete Po eee eae Sanu Ungar i) 
1. Sewo Olonilua, RB, Humble, TX |) Years iy sand i . P LB 20 MontrelWilson(So.) 42 Ty Summers {So.) 
2 Isaiah Chambers, DE, Houston, TX | to replace Jaden Oberkrom, the Big 12’s all-time field goal | cp 44. Jeff Gladney (Fr) 2 Torrance Mosley (J) 
3, Isaiah Graham, WR, Bastrop, LA | leader, and Adam Nunez is first in line at punter in place of | cB 11 RenthonyTexada Jc) 28 Tony James [So.] 
4, Tai Williams, WR, Tallahassee, FL” | Ethan Perry. Those are big jobs. Oberkrom and Perry held | $5 30 Denzel Johnson (Sr.) 31. Ridwan Issahaku [So.) 
§. Tyree Horton, LB, Homestead, FL* | them for four years, so TCU hasn't had to worry about them | FS 3 Markell Simmons (So) 4 Niko Small (So.) 


6. Ross Blacklock, DT, Missouri City, TX 


7. Ryan Parker, WR, Keller, TX* | 


8. Austin Myers, OT, Manvel, TX | 


9. Ke Shawn Somerville, CB, Pflugerville, TX 


10. Camron Williams, WR, Dallas, TX | 


*junior college transfer 


2015 RANKINGS 


| offense. Without Trevone Boykin and Josh Doctson to terrorize the 
| Big 12, the Horned Frogs have to figure out if Kenny Hill or Foster 


| the targets. There are lots of candidates. KaVontae Turpin, Jaelan Aus- 


| les. Howard and Wilson were backup safeties a year ago who 
| were forced to cover for the loss of Sammy Douglas (Week 


| fora long time. 


Raid. But now it needs new players to throw and catch the ball in the 


Sawyer is the next quarterback to operate an offense that has averaged 
more than 40 points each of the last two seasons — and who will be 


tin and Jarrison Stewart combined for 76 catches, 1,051 yards and 11 
touchdowns as freshmen. Veteran slot receiver Ty Slanina will be back 


JOSH CARRAWAY 


“| think offensively they're going to have to find 
a new identity because they really, really leaned 
on Trevone Boykin and Josh Doctson.” 


— An opposing Big 12 assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


1 knee injury) and Mike Freeze (Weck 1 personal leave). | OFFENSE (1) 


WS 18 Nick Orr (Jr.) 6 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 4 Jonathan Song (So) 
P 29 Adam Nunez (Fr.) 


Kenny lloka (Sr.] 


FINAL ANALYSIS Quarterback play matters in the Big 
12, and if TCU gets quality play out of the position, there 
is enough talent on hand in the other spots to make for a 
championship-contending team. Co-offensive coordinators 
Doug Meacham and Sonny Cumbie turned a former receiv- 
er into a Heisman candidate quarterback in Boykin. With Hill, they 
get an athlete who has won at the highest level of prep football in Texas 


KR _ 25 KaVontae Turpin {So.) 
PR 25 KaVontae Turpin So.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Foster Sawyer, 27-11-155-3, 2 TDs 
Rushing: Kyle Hicks, 55 att., 262 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Shaun Nixon, 47 rec., 501 yds., 1 TDs 
Tackles: Travin Howard, 105 

Sacks: Josh Carraway, 9.0 

Interceptions: Three players tied with 1 


STAT CORNER 


TCU has scored 146 TDs over the 
last two seasons. The Horned 
Frogs scored 80 TDs the previous 
two years. 


ae pice 4 . rH - and put up gaudy numbers in the SEC while at Texas A&M. So it’s 
Rushing 15. 4 5 24 | not unreasonable to believe TCU will develop a quarterback for a deep, 
Passing 3 47.5 yg 8 young, promising receiver corps. 
Total 5628yp9 3 3 On defense, Patterson knows what he has — four starters whose 2015 
ca SAME AS EL SN ese vcalt short by injury are expected back to join 
Scoring 27.2 ppg 3 6s seven other returning starters. Patterson's best defenses have 
Rushing 182.6ypg 5 gg been his most experienced defenses, and this edition can cer- 
Passing 215.8ypg 2 56 | tainly be called experienced. : 
Total 398.4ypg 4 63 The coaches will have to do quick work — Arkansas visits 
TOMA PERGAME Bet? Mate | in Week 2, and Oklahoma arrives in Week 5. But the raw 
nl 000 6 bi materials are there. 
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Tim Umphrey 


Chris Covatta 


TEXAS LONGHORNS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 43 « BIG 12 PREDICTION: 7 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 4-5 Big 12 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Charlie Strong 

Record at School: 11-14 (2 years} 

Career Record: 48-30 (6+ years} 
Offensive Coordinator: Sterlin Gilbert 
Defensive Coordinator: Vance Bedford 
Austin, TX ¢ Darrell K Royal-Texas Memorial 
Stadium (100,119) | 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 Notre Dame 
UTEP 

at California 

at Oklahoma State 
vs. Oklahoma # 
lowa State 

at Kansas State 
Baylor 

at Texas Tech 
West Virginia 
at Kansas 
Nov. 25 TCU 


FINAL RECORD: 5-7, 4-6 


Sept. § at Notre Dame L 3-38 j 
Sept. 12 Rice W 42-28 | 
Sept. 19 California L 44-45 | 
Sept. 26 Oklahoma State L 27-30 | 
Oct. 3 at TCU L 7-50 | 
Oct. 10 vs, Oklahoma # W 24-17 | 
Oct. 24 Kansas State W 23-9 | 
Oct. 31 at lowa State L 0-24 | 
Nov. 7 Kansas W 59-20 | 
Nov. 14 atWest Virginia  =L 20-38 | 
Nov. 26 Texas Tech L 45-48 | 
Dec. 6 at Baylor W 23-17 | 

#Dallas | 


TOP 10 RECRUITS _| 


1. Brandon Jones, S, Nacogdoches, TX 
2. Jeffrey McCulloch, LB, Houston, TX 
3. Erick Fowler, LB, Manor, TX 

4, Jordan Eltiott, 01, Houston, TX 

5. Jean Delance, OT, Mesquite, TX 

6. Shane Buechele, OB, Arlington, TX 
7. Chris Daniels, DT, Euless, TX 
8. Collin Johnson, WR, San Jose,CA | 
9. Andrew Fitzgerald, DE, Flower Mound, TX! 
10. Kyle Porter, RB, Katy, TX 


| about Strong’s own job security. But if Gilbert, an Art Briles disciple, 


been money well spent. 


| Collin Johnson have what it takes to spread defenses from 
| sideline to sideline. That should help make defensive fronts 
| vulnerable to the Longhorns’ “Thunderstorm” running back 
| combination of 238-pound junior D’Onta Foreman and 


| DEFENSE ‘The good news is Texas desperately needed de- 


| Christmas-Giles and Gerald Wilbon of Louisiana. The bad 
| news is — because of thin numbers — some or all are go- 
| ing to be relied upon immediately by a defense that gave up 
| 219.2 yards per game on the ground last season. 


| DeShon Elliott appear poised for breakout seasons in 2016. 


| SPECIALISTS Poor special teams have played a role in at 
| least three losses over the past two seasons under Strong 


| (UCLA in 2014, Cal and Oklahoma State in 2015), The | CB 9 Davante Davis (So.] 25 Antwuan Davis (Jr.) 
| third-year head coach didn't exactly comfort fans after S 4 DeShon Eltiott (So. 31 Jason Hall (Jr.) 
| spring practice when he admitted he still needed a field goal S 14 Dylan Haines (Sr.) 18 Kevin Vaccaro (Sr. 
| kicker because three walk-ons failed to impress. SPECIAL TEAMS 


| to be a huge upgrade over last year’s three-and-out-a-thon. 
| In the spring, Buechele’s accuracy, moxie and poise set him 


OFFENSE Charlie Strong and Texas had to give new offensive coor- 
dinator Sterlin Gilbert a guaranteed three-year deal at $850,000 an- 
nually, in part because back-to-back losing seasons have raised doubts 


can get anywhere close to an offense resembling Baylor's, it will have 


In many ways, Gilbert and laser-armed freshman quarterback Shane 
Buechele, the top QB recruit in Texas in 2016, hold the keys to putting 
the Longhorns back on the path to prominence — and possibly to 
Strong’s survival. It’s clear Strong likes Gilbert’s simplified, up-tempo 
scheme with Buechele, an early enrollee who lit up spring football, 
running it. “Players know players — and they'll tell me, ‘Shane’s a bal- 
ler.’ He's going to play in the fall,” says Strong of Buechele, the son of 
former Texas Rangers infielder Steve Buechele. 

Outside receivers John Burt and 6'6", 212-pound early enrollee 


"They're trying to putin a new offense and it's 
going to be a big learning curve with thatsystem 
and making it match the personnel.” 


— An opposing Big 12 assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (5) 
WR 1 John Burt (So.) 
WR 85 Collin Johnson (Fr.) 
WR 3 Armanti Foreman (Jr.) 

LT 55 Connor Williams (So.) 

LG 58 Brandon Hodges (Jr.) 

C 56 Zach Shackelford (Fr.) 
RG 77 Patrick Vahe (So.) 


255-pound sophomore Chris Warren III. 


fensive tackles in the 2016 recruiting class — and landed five 
highly recruited prospects: four-stars Jordan Elliott, Chris 
Daniels and Marcel Southall as well as three-stars D’Andre 


Davion Curtis (Fr.) 
11. Jacorey Warrick (Sr.) 
6 DeAndre McNeal (So,) 
79 Garrett Thomas (Fr.) 
64 Jake MeMillon (So. 
72. Elijah Rodriguez (So.) 
51 Terrell Cuney (So.] 


“The defensive line is a big concern,” Strong says. “Those 


freshmen are going to have to come in ready to play.” RT 76 Kent Perkins (Sr.) 75 Tristan Nickelson (Jr) 
Sophomore ends Charles Omenihu and Breckyn Hager as | TE 42 Caleb Bluiett (Sr) 47 Andrew Beck (Jr.) 
well as linebacker Malik Jefferson, a Freshman All-Ameri- | QB 16 Shane Buechele [Fr.) 18 Tyrone Swoopes (Sr.) 
can in 2015, should be able to generate a pass rush —solong | RB 33 0'OntaForeman(Jr) 25 Chris Warren Il (So.} 
as the defense can get into obvious passing situations. DEFENSE (6) 
‘The secondary is overflowing with top-end talent. Soph- | DE 44 Breckyn Hager (So) 40 Naashon Hughes (Jr.) 


97. Chris Nelson {So.) 
Gerald Witbon (Fr.) 

91 Bryce Cottrell (Sr.) 

43 Cameron Townsend (Fr.) 

30. Tim Cole (Sr) 

24 John Bonney (So.) 

2 Kris Boyd (So.) 


DT 93 Paul Boyette (Sr.) 

NT 95 Poona Ford Jr.) 

DE 90 Charles Omenihu (So.) 
OLB 46 Malik Jefferson (So.) 
MLB 45 Anthony Wheeler (So.) 
PJ. Locke (So.) 


CB 5 Holton Hill (So.) 


omore cornerbacks Davante Davis and Holton Hill both 
played fearlessly as freshmen. Versatile sophomore lineback- 
er Anthony Wheeler and hard-hitting sophomore safety 


K 38 Mitchell Becker (Jr.) 
P 13 Michael Dickson {So.) 


KR 2 Kris Boyd (S0.) 
PR 17 Ryan Newsome (So.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


FINAL ANALYSIS Clearly, Strong believes that Gilbert’s 
new offense — most likely with Buechele at QB — is going 


apart from senior Tyrone Swoopes and sophomore Jerrod Heard. 


2015 RANKINGS 


| Texas fans are hoping for the same type of turnaround TCU experi- 


sat Obie Bs nari | enced when Gary Patterson ditched his run-first, pro-style offense and 

Resting 248 Hs 3 | brought in Doug Meacham and Sonny Cumbie as co-OCs to spread 

Passing. 1 459 go 1018 | things out. The Horned Frogs, 23-3 since the move, went from 25.1 

Total 370.8 yoy 97 | Points per game in 2013 to 46.5 points per game in 2014. 

a If the Longhorns could get even half of that increase on 

Scoring 303ppg q7 | Offense and be solid on defense and special teams, there’s a 
Rushing 219.2ypg «8 SOND lot of young talent that could turn 2016 into a surprise year 

Passing 233.4ypg 3 74 | in Austin. The first five games will determine if the Long- 

Total 452.6ypy «717 horns are finally contenders. Texas opens at home against 

iOMANON PEROAME bid anu, ©NNotre Dame and plays road games at Cal and Oklahoma 


at. We 2 g | State before facing Oklahoma in Game 5. 


Passing: Jerrod Heard, 159-92-1,214-5, 5 TDs 
Rushing: 0'Onta Foreman, 95 att., 687 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: John Burt, 28 rec., 457 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: Malik Jefferson, 61 

Sacks: Naashon Hughes, 5.5 

Interceptions: Dylan Haines, 5 


Texas has lost nine games by 17 
points or more in Charlie Strong's 
two seasons. That's an alarming 
number of uncompetitive games. 
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TEXAS TECH RED RAIDERS | 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 42 ¢ BIG 12 PREDICTION: 6 * PROJECTED RECORD: 8-4, 5-4 Big 12 


OFFENSE Following a season that saw the Red Raiders set a pro- 
et hee ATION gram record for points scored, Kliff Kingsbury’s Texas Tech offense 


Record at School: 19-19 (3 years will look to replace a number of departing seniors in critical positions, 
Career Record: 19-19 (3 years] namely leading receiver Jakeem Grant, leading rusher DeAndre Wash- 
Offensive Coordinator: Eric Mortis | ington and left tackle Le’Raven Clark. It’s not all bad news on offense, 
Defensive Coordinator: David Gibbs | as quarterback Pat Mahomes returns and will look to build off of his 


Lubbock, TX * Jones AT&T Stadium (60,454) | highlight-stuffed sophomore campaign. 
There’s competition at both running back and receiver. At tailback, 


2016 SCHEDULE Justin Stockton looks to be the frontrunner to start, as he’s proven 
Sept. 3 Stephen F. Austin | himself to be an electric home run hitter. The Red Raiders will have 
Sept. 10 at Arizona State | plenty of size at outside receiver, thanks to the arrival of junior college 
Sept. 17 Louisiana Tech | transfer Derrick Willies and the return of Dylan Cantrell from inju- 
Sept. 27 Kansas ry. Slot receivers Cam Batson, Ian Sadler and juco transfer De’Quan 
Oct. 8 at Kansas State | Bowman will all have opportunities to make noise, too. ; | 
a ean | The offensive line will be young but talented, anchored by veteran | PATRICK MAHOMES 
ce 19 at rhe | guard Baylen Brown. WHETGtGaT ch 7 Re 
, | ts t r 

Nov. 5 Texas | DEFENSE ‘The Red Raider defense, like the team’s offense, ae be Seb aa et Ma deal 

c ; defense last year. Just really, really poor, but 
Nov. 12 at Oklahoma State also set records in 2015. Unfortunately for coordinator Da- they were great on offense.” 
Nov. 19 at lowa State | vid Gibbs, they weren't positive. Texas Tech surrendered the Rehan naeina Rint Dascistant case? 
Nov. 25 vs. Baylor # | most points (43.6 ppg) in school history, to go along with ial PRO Rae Sen eae 

aligion its Big 12-worst 279.9 rushing yards allowed per game. It 
2015 RESULTS wasn't all bad for the Red Raiders, as they did make huge DEPTH CHART 
' strides in gaining turnovers, forcing 25. Now in his second | OFFENSE (5) 
FINAL RECORD: 7-6, 4-5 | season at Tech, Gibbs is hopeful that stability in the scheme | WR 11 Derrick Willies Ur) 8 Tony Brown (So.) 
Sept. 5 Sam Houston State 69-45 | will translate into improvement on the field. WR 13 Cameron Batson (Jr.) 6 De'duan Bowman (Jc) 
Sept. 12. UTEP $9-20 : 5 ‘ _ | WR 12 lan Sadler (Jr.) 9 Jonathan Giles (So.) 
The core of the Tech defense is comprised of four sopho 7 
Sept. 19 at Arkansas 35-24 See : a WR 14 Dylan Cantrell Ur.) 2. Reginald Davis (Sr.) 
Sept. 26. TCU 5.55 | mores: defensive tackle Breiden Fehoko, linebackers Dakota LT 78. Terence Steele (Fr) 73. Justin Murphy (So.) 
Oct, 3. vs. Baylor % 45.43 /dllen and D’Vonta Hinton and safety Jah’Shawn Johnson. | 1G 65 BaylenBrown(Sr.) 70 Robert Castaneda (So.) 
C 51 Tony Morales (Sr.) 77 Conner Dyer (Fr.) 

Oct. 17. atKansas 40-29 | focus, and it’s a solid quartet around whom Gibbs can build. | RG 73. Justin Murphy (So.) 7 Trace Ellison (Fr) 


RT 58 Madison Akamnonu (Fr.) 76 Paul Stawarz (So.) 
QB 5 PatMahomesll(Jr.) 16 Nic Shimonek (Jr.) 
RB 4 Justin Stockton (Jr.) 27 Demarcus Felton [So.) 


27-63 Transfers, such as defensive end Kolin Hill (Notre Dame) 
§3-70 | and nose tackle Ondre Pipkins (Michigan), are being count- 
26-31 | ed on to come in and contribute right away, Those two new- 


Oct. 24 at Oklahoma 
Oct. 31 Oklahoma State 


W 
W 
W 
L 
Oct. 10 Iowa State ‘ 66-31 | That group will lead as the rest of the picture comes into 
W 
L 
L 
Nov. 7 atWest Virginia L 
W 
WwW 


Nov. 14 Kansas State 59-44 | comers, along with Fehoko and end Gary Moore, are the DEFENSE (5) 

Nov, 26 at Texas 48-45. | only players on the defensive line with legitimate experience. | DE § Gary Moore [Jr 12 Zach Barnes (Jr.) 

Pe Se | 2S | In the secondary, it will be a battle of youth versus expe- | DT 4 Breiden Fehoko(So.) Nick McCann (Fr) 

‘Sligton fTexs Bowl | sence as seniors such as Paul Banks and Justis Nelson will | NT 99 Ondre Pipkins (Sr) % Broderick Washington (Fr) 

TOP 10 RECRUITS have to fight off DJ. Polite-Bray and several true freshmen. ane : oe ate Pm : hale re i 
fonta Hinton (So. johnathan Picone (Fr. 

1. Derrick Willies, WR, Rock Island, 1L* SPECIALISTS Sophomore Clayton Hatfield returns aS | sig 4 Dakota Allen (So. 37. Luke Stice (Sr. 

2. TJ. Vasher, WR, Wichita Falls, TX Texas Tech's primary placekicker after connecting on 14-of- | sip 4) Malik Jenkins (Sr) Jordyn Brooks (Fr.) 


4, Da'Leon Ward, RB, Dallas, TX 16 field goals last season and making 53-of-54 PATs. Mi- 
4, De'Quan Bowman, WR, Millville, NJ* chael Barden replaces Taylor Symmank on punting duties, 
6, Jett Duffey, OB, Mansfield, TX and he has some big shoes to fill as Symmank garnered some 
6, Houston Miller, DE, Keller, TX All-Big 12 recognition during his career. Stockton is expect- 


CB 3 DJ. Polite-Bray (Jr.) 28 Paul Banks (Sr.) 

CB 31. Justis Nelson (Sr.) 20 Tevin Madison (Jr.) 
S 7 Jah’Shawn Johnson (So.) 14 Christian Taylor (Fr.) 
S 24 Payton Hendrix (So.) 15 Keenon Ward (Sr.) 


7. Mych Thomas, OT, Dallas, TX* ed to be the primary kick returner now that Grant is gone, a SPECIAL TEAMS 

8. Zach Adams, OL, Fredericksburg, VA natural progression for the speedy San Antonio native. Punt K 96 Clayton Hatfield (So.) KR 4 Justin Stockton Ur) 

9. Jordyn Brooks, LB, Houston, TX | returner could be a close competition between incumbent P 49 Michael Barden (So.) PR 6 De‘Quan Bowman Jr.) 

10. Kevin Moore, S, Lafayette, LA Batson and newcomer De’Quan Bowman, who was one of BOLD indicates returning starter 
‘junior college transfer | the most electric punt returners in junior college a year ago. 

2015 RANKINGS FINAL ANALYSIS Texas Tech enters 2016 needing to replace sev- RETURNING LEADERS 


Gai” Fakkas ae Wea eral critical pieces on offense and defense, but those losses should be 
cis (51 F ? “softened by the return of Mahomes, one of the best quarterbacks in 
9 ned | the country. It’s probably too much to expect another record-setting 


Passing: Patrick Mahomes, 573-364-4,653-15, 34 TDs 
Rushing: Patrick Mahomes, 131 att., 456 yds., 10 TDs 
Receiving: lan Sadler, 42 rec., 596 yds., 3 TDs 


sesh is - ; 7 | season on offense, but the potential for elite production is there as long rr nti ‘ters 
f | stot acks: Gary Moore, 3, 
Total 5795ypg 2 ? as players in vital roles step up to support Mahomes. interceptions: Fou payers tied with 


ae are Defensively, the youth movement is on. The young core of 

Scoring 43.6909 125 | Fehoko, Hinton, Allen and Johnson is promising, but overall 

Rushing 279.9ypg 10 127 | experience is scary low across the board, and the depth sit- 

Passing 267.Bypg 8 127 uation is just as frightening. Success may come only in the 

Total 547.7 ypg 9 ~~ 126 +~, form of baby steps this fall. 

TOMARGN PERGAME BlG12 WanoW,, “4 7-9 OF 8-4 season is likely in the cards for the Red Raid- 
4 abe 5 5] | ers, as so many new players will have to take on vital roles. 


Advance inside Tech's 40, and 
you're probably scoring a TD. 
Tech allowed 5.62 points per trip 
inside the 40, the most in FBS. 


© 


Tim Umphrey 
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WEST VIRGINIA MOUNTAINEERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 40 BIG 12 PREDICTION: 5 * PROJECTED RECORD: 8-4, 5-4 Big 12 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Dana Holgorsen 
Record at School: 36-28 [5 years) 
Career Record: 36-28 (5 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Joe Wicktine 
Defensive Coordinator: Tony Gibson 
Morgantown, WV 

Milan Puskar Stadium (60,000) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


OFFENSE ‘The fortunes of WVU — and perhaps embattled coach 
Dana Holgorsen — will rest on a strong offense in 2016. Quarterback 
| Skyler Howard and seven other starters — including four of the five 
along the line — return on offense from 2015. 

Howard tumbled in national statistics throughout much of last season 
| but finished strong by throwing for 532 yards and five touchdowns 
| against a porous Arizona State secondary in a Cactus Bowl victory. 

“Skyler has a lot of ball under his belt,” Holgorsen says. “A lot. He 
should be a ton better this year.” 
At running back, WVU lost the services of Wendell Smallwood but 


= , eithe State | returns former high school All-American Rushel Shell and signed 
Sept. 24 ys. BYU # | three highly regarded recruits. Kennedy McKoy shined in spring drills. 
Oct. 1 Kansas State | The Mountaineer receiving corps is strong. Returning is Daik- 
Oct. 16 at Texas Tech iel Shorts, who led WVU with 45 receptions last year, and Shelton 
Oct. 22 TCU | Gibson, who led the Mountaineers with 887 receiving yards and nine 
Oct. 29 at Oklahoma State touchdowns. Gary Jennings, Jovon Durante and Ka’Raun 

Nov. 8 Kansas | White are also threats. 

Nov. 12 at Texas WVU has bodies along the offensive line. Those bodies just 

et is ee | need to improve. That’s why Holgorsen brought in assistant 

Dec 3 Baylor | Joe Wickline to coach this unit. Former Michigan transfer 


Kyle Bosch, a guard, is the standout of this group. 


DEFENSE IfWVU’sseason turns sour, it will be because of 
the defensive side. Twelve lettermen, including eight start- 


Landover, MD } 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RELORD:E-S, 45 | ers, are gone from last season's team. Holgorsen, though, was | WR 1 Shelton Gibson (Jr) 12. Gary Jennings (So.) 
Sept. 5 Georgia Southem W 44-D upbeat in the spring. “The defense looks the same to me,” | WR 6 Daikiel Shorts (Sr.) 82 Devonte Maths (Sr. 
= : rks 4 ph | he said. “If you look at the first-string defense right now, it’s a h: began ‘ arn, in {So.] 
Oct. 3 at Oklahoma L 24-44 | Made up of juniors and seniors.” LG §7 Adam Pankey Sr.) 70 Tony Mate 
Oct. 10 OklahomaState (ot) 24-33  Holgorsen says that the Mountaineer defensive line is “at | “¢ 45 tyterortosky(Sr.) 58 Amanii Brown (S01 
Oct. 17 at Baylor | 39:62 | a better place than it’s ever been” since he hit Morgantown. | pg §2 Kyle Bosch Ur.) 56 Grant Lingafelter Ur.) 
Oct. 29 atTCu L 10-40 | Two of the three starters return, and there is depth. Keep | pt 77 MarcellLazard (Jr) 3 Colton Mckivitz (Fr) 
Nov. 7 Texas Tech W 31-26 | any eye on ends Noble Nwachukwu and Christian Brown. | QB 3 SkylerHoward(Sr.) 11. Chris Chugunov (Fr) 
Nov. 14 Texas W 38-20 | Nwachukwu was one of the conference’s sack leaders last | RB 7 Rushel Shell (Sr) 4 Kennedy McKoy [Fr.} 
Nov. 21 at Kansas W 49-0 season with 8.5. “We have a plan of attack for him,” says line FB 28 Elijah Wellman (Ir) 47 Michael Ferns (So.) 
i Latte. Loe) nee . Sa 
ba, 2 whieSaet Wa | The linebacking corps, however, has a gaping hole after the | DE 97 Noble Nwachukwu (Sr.) 88 Adam Shuler (Fr) 
acens loss of all three starters from last season's 3-3-5 odd stack. | NT 49 Darrien Howard (Sr) 96 Jaleel Fields (So.) 
| The man most are looking at to lead the corps is Xavier | DE 95 Christian Brown(Sr.) 99 Xavier Pegues (Jr) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS Preston at the strong-side position, although he’s expected | SLB 5 Xavier Preston (Jr) 30 Justin Amdt (Sr) 
=. to miss the first game for disciplinary reasons. MLB 17 Al-Rasheed Benton [Jr.) Brendan Ferns (Fr.) 
1. Brendan Ferns, LB, St. Clairsville, OH | WVU also lost serious talent at defensive back: Karl Jo- WLB 27 Sean Walters (Sr. 28 David Long (Fr.) 
2. Steven Smothers, WR, Baltimore, MD , : SPUR __Kyzir White [Jr.) 18 Marvin Gross (Jr.] 
3, Kyzir White, DB, Macungie, PA* seph, Daryl Worley and KJ. Dillon. That puts the spotlight |" ca 14 ana Kyeremeh (St) 4. Antonio Crawford (Sc) 
4. Justin Crawford, RB, Columbus, GA* | 07 free safety Dravon Askew-Henry, a junior who has been | cg 13. Rasul Douglas St] 23 Jordan Adams (Fr.) 
6, Martell Pettaway, RB, Detroit, M starting since his freshman year. Junior college transfer Kyzir | ¢5 2 Jeremy Tyler Sr) 22 Jarrod Harper (Sr) 


6. Sean Mahone, CB, Liberty Township, OH | White could start at Spur. 


7. Kennedy McKay, RB, Clemmons, NC © SPECIALISTS ‘There was uncertainty in the spring about SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Zach Sandwisch, LB, WoodvilleOH © | the status of strong-legged field goal kicker Josh Lam- K 86 Josh Lambert (Sr) KR __1 Shelton Gibson Ur) 
9. Marcus Simms, WR, Olney, MD | bert, but he will be available in the fall after a three-game P 15 Billy Kinney (So.) PR 12 Gary Jennings {So.} 


10. Jacob Buccigrossi, OL, Pittsburgh, PA 


‘junior college transfer | 


2015 RANKINGS 


suspension. Gone is punter Nick O'Toole, one of the na- 
tion’s best last season, and steady snapper John DePalma. 
Sophomore Billy Kinney is expected to punt, while junior Nick Mead- 
ows is expected to snap. The explosive Gibson is again expected to re- 


OFFENSE PERGAME 8IG12 NATIONAL turn kicks, and Jennings ie.set to cetum punts. 
Scoring  34.0ppg 6 a. Ae ‘ Z 
Rushing 228.2ypg 2 15 | FINALANALYSIS West Virginia has won almost entirely via offense 
Passing 251.5 ypg 6 4) | before, and it might have to in 2016 in order to return to a bowl game, 
Total 479.7 ypg 93 ~+| and, perhaps, save Holgorsen's job. Defensive coordinator Tony Gibson 
DEFENSE PERGAME BIG 12 NATIONAL | has to perform magic with new linebackers and a suspect 
Scoring 24.6 ppg = 2 44 | secondary. The good news for Holgorsen is that his Moun- 
Rushing 158.7ypg 1 51 | taineers diced up Arizona State’s secondary in the Cactus 
Passing 237.8ypg «5 83 | Bowl, and almost every offensive weapon returns. Howard 
Total 396.5 ypg 2 61 will have to be more consistent, but he has plenty of weap- 
TOMARGIN PERGAME 81G12  NavioNa, ONS, and the running game with Shell, McKoy and four re- 
+9 +069 3 1g | turning line starters should be strong. 


STAT CORNER 


TYLER ORLOSKY 


“The best thing | can say about their offense is 
they're just average. We seem to do pretty well 
against them and we're not great on defense.” 


— An opposing Big 12 assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (8) 


Dravon Askew-Henry (Jr.) 10 Khairi Sharif (Sr.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Skyler Howard, 403-221-3,145-14, 26 TDs 
Rushing: Rushel Shell, 161 att., 708 yds., 8 TDs 
Receiving: Daikiel Shorts, 45 rec., §28 yds., 5 TOs 
Tackles: Dravon Askew-Henry, 59 

Sacks: Noble Nwachukwu, 8. 

Interceptions: Four players tied with 1 


WVU's turnover margin improved 
by nearly two per game in 2015, 
from minus-15 to plus-9. But the 
win total went up by just one. 
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PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 
EAST 


OHIO STATE 
BUCKEYE 
12-1, 9-0 BIG TEN 


MICHIGAN 
WOLVERINES 


11-1, 8-1 BIG TEN 


MICHIGAN STATE 


9-3, 7-2 BIG TEN 


NN STATE 

(TTANY LIONS 
6, 5-4 BIG TEN 

INDIANA 

HOOSIER 

6-6, 3-6 BIG TEN 

MARYLAND 

TERRAPINS 


5-7, 2-7 BIG TEN 


3-9, 1-8 BIG TEN 
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SCARLET KNIGHTS 


WEST 


IOWA 
HAWKEYE 
10-3, 7-2 BIG TEN 


NEBRASKA 
CORNHUSKERS 


8-4, 6-3 BIG TEN 


WISCONSIN 
BADGERS 


7-5, 5-4 BIG TEN 


NORTHWESTERN 


7-5, 4-6 BIG TEN 


MINNESOTA 
GOLDEN GOPHERS 


6-6, 3-6 BIG TEN 


ILLINOIS 
FIGHTING ILLINI 


4-8, 2-7 BIG TEN 


PURDUE 
BOILERMAKERS 


3-9, 1-8 BIG TEN 


BIG TEN CHAMPIONSHIP GAME: OHIO STATE OVER IOWA 


1 NPREVIEW 


2015 BOWL RESULTS 


Cotton Bowl: Alabama 38, Michigan State 0 
Fiesta Bowl: Ohio State 44, Notre Dame 28 
Rose Bowl: Stanford 45, lowa 16 
Citrus Bowl: Michigan 41, Florida 7 
Outback Bowl: Tennessee 45, Northwestern 6 
Holiday Bowl: Wisconsin 23, USC 21 
TaxSlayer Bowl: Georgia 24, Penn State 17 
Pinstripe Bowl: Duke 44, Indiana 41 
Foster Farms Bowl: Nebraska 37, UCLA 29 
Quick Lane Bowl: Minnesota 21, Central Michigan 14 


2016 BOWL PROJECTIONS 


Fiesta Bowl (CFP): Ohio State vs. Florida State 
Rose Bowl: Michigan vs. Washington 
Citrus Bowl: Michigan State vs. Ole Miss 
Outback Bowl: lowa vs. Georgia 
Pinstripe Bowl: Nebraska vs. Pittsburgh 
Music City Bowl: Wisconsin vs. Auburn 
Holiday Bowl: Penn State vs. UCLA 
Foster Farms Bowl: Northwestern vs. USC 


Quick Lane Bowl: Indiana vs. Kansas State 
Heart of Dallas Bowl: Minnesota vs. Louisiana Tech 


Lynn 


Fogel; Peppers: Tom 


Barrett: Ric 


2015 BIG TEN STANDINGS § 


EAST BIGTEN OVERALL WEST BIGTEN OVERALL 
Michigan State 7-1 12-2 lowa 8-0 12-2 
Ohio State 7-1 12-1 Northwestern 6-2 10-3 
Michigan 6-2 10-3 | Wisconsin 6-2 10-3 
Penn State 4-4 7-6 | Nebraska 3-5 6-7 
Indiana 2-6 6-7 | Minnesota 2-6 6-7 
Rutgers 1-7 4-8 Illinois 2-6 5-7 
Maryland 1-7 3-9 | Purdue 1-7 2-10 
RECRUITING #2016 UNIT RANKINGS jeunes 
BY SCHOOL 08 RE WRITE oO ODL [BOB 
1. Ohio State ILLINOIS eraniyse et 11 8 120113 
2. Michigan | INDIANA It. plies boc ie “Boil 
3. Penn State | IOWA : 6 10 3 4 5 2 
Pus MARYLAND (ho ieee ee Os a AG 
a: Michigan State | MICHIGAN aS a ae ae 
pate aaa WCHGMNSINE. 7 lass) 6. Oe 8 
6.-Wisconsin | MINNESOTA a Pa fee i re 
7. Maryland | NEBRASKA | ga oe mi eae | ay Cae 
8. lowa | NORTHWESTERN 6 5 14 8 7 & § 
9, Minnesota | OHIO STATE [a a: 
10. Northwestern | PENN STATE ee a Gana (Saree by 7 
11. Indiana | PURDUE ea | a a Fe a 
12. Illinois | RUTGERS oe ei a 10 14 12 
13. Rutgers | WISCONSIN 10 2 12 6 5 1 6 
14. Purdue 


FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 


QB J.T. Barrett 6-2 225 Jr. Ohio State 
RB Saquon Barkley 5-11 222 So. Penn State 
RB Justin Jackson 5-11 190 Jr. Northwestern 
WR — Jehu Chesson 6-3 200 Sr. Michigan 
WR Chris Godwin 6-1 208 Jr. Penn State 
TE Jake Butt 6-6 250 Sr. Michigan 

C Pat Elflein 6-3 300 Sr. Ohio State 
OL Brian Allen 6-2 303 Jr. Michigan State 
OL Mason Cole 6-5 305 Jr. Michigan 

OL Dan Feeney 6-4 310 Sr. Indiana 

OL Sean Welsh 6-3 288 = Jr. lowa 

AP Jordan Westerkamp 6-0 200 Sr. Nebraska 
FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Tyquan Lewis 6-4 260 Jr. Ohio State 
DL Sam Hubbard 6-5 265 So. Ohio State 
DL MalikMcDowell 6-6 280 Jr. Michigan State 
DL Chris Wormley 6-6 303 Sr. Michigan 

LB Raekwon McMillan 6-2 240 Jr. Ohio State 
LB Jabrill Peppers 6-1 208 Jr. Michigan 

LB Anthony Walker 6-1 235 Jr. Northwestern 
CB Desmond King 5-11 203 Sr. lowa 

CB Jourdan Lewis 5-10 175 Sr. Michigan 

S Nate Gerry 6-2 210 Sr. Nebraska 

S Montae Nicholson 6-2 220 Jr. Michigan State 
FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K__ Griffin Oakes 5-10 200 Jr. Indiana 

P Cameron Johnston 5-11 195 Sr. Ohio State 
KR — Janarion Grant 5-10 176 Sr. Rutgers 

PR William Likely 5-7 175 Sr. Maryland 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 

OB C.J. Beathard 6-2 215 Sr. lowa 

RB Corey Clement 5-11 214 Sr. Wisconsin 
RB LJ Scott 6-0 238 So. Michigan State 
WR  Simmie Cobbs 6-4 220 Jr. Indiana 

WR Amara Darboh 6-2 215 Sr. Michigan 

TE Josiah Price 6-4 260 Sr. Michigan State 
C Michael Deiter 6-6 318 So. Wisconsin 

OL Cole Croston 6-5 307 Sr. lowa 

OL Nick Gates 6-5 290 So. Nebraska 

OL Erik Magnuson 6-6 305 Sr. Michigan 

OL Billy Price 6-4 315 Jr. Ohio State 
AP Curtis Samuel 5-11 200 Jr. Ohio State 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Taco Charlton 6-6 285 Sr. Michigan 

DL  Jaleel Johnson 6-4 310 Sr. lowa 

DL Garrett Sickels 6-4 258 Jr. Penn State 
DL DawuaneSmoot 6-3 265 Sr. Illinois 

LB Vince Biegel 6-4 242 Sr. Wisconsin 
LB Riley Bullough 6-2 230 Sr. Michigan State 
LB Josey Jewell 6-2 235 Jr. lowa 

CB Gareon Conley 6-0 195 Jr. Ohio State 
CB William Likely 5-7 175 Sr. Maryland 

S_ Marcus Allen 6-2 209 Jr. Penn State 
S Godwin Igwebvike 6-0 200 Jr. Northwestern 
SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K Drew Brown 5-11 195 Jr. Nebraska 

P Sam Foltz 6-2 205 Sr. Nebraska 

KR Solomon Vault 5-10 190 Jr. Northwestern 
PR Desmond King 5-11 203 Sr. lowa 
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NATIONAL FORECAST: 55 « BIG TEN EAST PREDICTION: 5 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 3-6 Big Ten 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Kevin Wilson } 
Record at School: 20-41 (5 years} 
Career Record: 20-41 (5 years) | 
Offensive Coordinator: Kevin Johns 
Defensive Coordinator: Tom Allen 


Bloomington, IN © Memorial Stadium (52,929) | 


2016 SCHEDULE 


at FIU 

Ball State 
Wake Forest 
Michigan State 
at Ohio State 
Nebraska 


| receiver who missed last season for academic reasons. 


OFFENSE Kevin Wilson has shown he can build prolific offenses in 
the Big Ten, but that doesn’t mean people don't ask if he can do it again. 


| This time he'll have to deliver without a quarterback who set multiple 
| school records (Nate Sudfeld), a halfback who ran for more than 1,200 
| yards (Jordan Howard) and a tackle who earned a prominent spot on 
| NFL Draft boards (Jason Spriggs). Don't expect Wilson to settle on 


a quarterback until late summer. Danny Cameron, the walk-on son of 
LSU offensive coordinator Cam, and junior college transfer Richard 
Lagow led the competition during the spring. Cameron knows the 
offense. Lagow has the better arm. IU would like to redshirt Zander 
Diamont, its most experienced quarterback. 

The running game is less unsettled. Devine Redding earned enough 
snaps when Howard was ailing to run for 1,012 yards and nine touch- 
downs. Expect him to share time with Camion Patrick, a former wide 


at Northwestern 
Maryland 

at Rutgers 
Penn State 

at Michigan 
Purdue 


2015 RESULTS 


| threat in Simmie Cobbs, a possession guy in Mitchell Paige 
| and a sharp route-runner in Ricky Jones. Mike Majette and 


| senior guard Dan Feeney is the best blocker he has coached. 


At receiver, Wilson has the mixture he loves — a tall,deep gg ; 
Kevin Wilson is as good of an offensive mind as 


I've ever coached against. He’s so good at figur- 
ing out the weak points of a defense.” 


Ricky Brookins will split time at receiver and halfback. 
Despite the loss of Spriggs and another starter, the line re- 
mains a strength. Wilson, a former offensive line coach, says 


— An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


' Brandon Knight has been compared to Spriggs. OFFENSE (6) 
FINAL RECORD: 6-7, 2-6 | DEFENSE Wilson has not shown he can build a winning | WR 4 Ricky Jones (Sr.) 82. Luke Timian (So.] 
Sept. 5 Southern ittinis W 48-47 | defense. He changed coordinators, again, recruiting Tom Al- | WR 1 Simmie Cobbs (Jr.) 15. Nick Westbrook (So.} 
Sept. 12 FU W 36-22 | Jen, a former Indianapolis high school coach who employed | WR 87 Mitchell Paige (Sr.) 5 J-Shun Harris Il (So.] 
Sept. 19 Western Kentucky W 38-35 | 4 4.9.5 alignment at USF last season. The defense also wel- LT 62 Brandon Knight (So.) §2 DaVondre Love (Fr) 
Seek. 2h aM Kates Mah comes Mark Hagen, a former IU linebacker who arrives | LG 70 Jacob Bailey (Sr. 76 Wes Martin So. 
Oct. 3 Ohio State L 27-34 f T ABM ° h the ki C 65 Wes Rogers (Sr) 72 Simon Stepaniak (Fr.) 
Oct. 10 at Penn State b> Paes) oes phar scae ccae eas : RG 67 Dan Feeney (Sr.) 7) Delroy Baker (So) 
Oct. 17 Rutgers t 52-55 | Allen must create opportunities to employ his talented RT 77 Dimitric Camiel (Sr.) 57 Tim Gardner (So.} 
Oct. 24 atMichigan State L 26-62 | linebackers, because Marcus Oliver, T. J. Simmons, Clyde | y¢ 94 Danny Friend (Jr) Bl Jordan Fuchs Ur) 
Nov. 7 lowa L 2-35 | Newton and Tegray Scales were the unit's strength last sea- | gp 21 Richard Lagow Ur} 18 Danny Cameron (So.) 
Nov. 14 Michigan ot} L 41-48 son. Nate Hoff and Ralph Green have the bulk to be run | RB 34 Devine Redding (Ur) & Camion Patrick (Jr) 
Nov. 21 at Maryland W 47-28 stoppers at tackle, but Indiana lacks experience on the edges | DEFENSE (7) 
Me a ¥ stp “ae? at | and a pure pass rusher. Greg Gooch and Nile Sykes, two DE 91 Jacob Robinson (So. 47 Robert MeCray li Jr.) 
: ; more former linebackers, should contribute. DT 74 Nate Hoff (Jr) 54 Ja'merez Bowen (So.) 
FPastieot The secondary struggled — again — allowing 313.8 pass- | DT 93 Ralph Green Il (Sr. §8 Patrick Dougherty (Jr) 
ing yards per game. Safety Jonathan Crawford showed play- | DE 49 Greg Gooch [Jr 36 Nile Sykes [S0.) 

TOP 10 RECRUITS | making skills, grabbing four interceptions and making the | LB 44 Marcus Oliver (Jr.] 2 T.J. Simmons (Sr.) 

. Jonah Morris, ATH, Akron, OH Big Ten All-Freshman team. Chase Dutra is a quality safety | LB § Tegray Scales Ur) 41 Clyde Newton (Sr.) 

. Coy Cronk, OT, Lafayette, IN | if he can stay healthy. Two transfers — Jayme Thompson. |HUSKY 1 Jayme Thompson (Jr.) 7 Ben Bach Ur.) 


Se~wmpentronrwn— 


. Kiante Enis, RB, Saratoga, IN | 
. Jayme Thompson, DB, Toledo, OHY =| 
. Richard Lagow, OB, Plano, TX* | 
. Mackenzie Nworah, 06, Houston, TX 
. Grayson Stover, OT, Spring Hill, FL | 
. Khalil Bryant, S, Jacksonville, FL | 
. Brandon Drayton, S, Largo, FL | 
. Peyton Ramsey, OB, Cincinnati,OH | 


*junior college transfer | 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE © PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL | 
Scoring 36.5ppg 1 24 | 
Rushing 210.5 ypg = 2 | 
Passing 293.8ypg 1 a 
Total 504.3 ypg = 4 | 
DEFENSE © PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL | 
Scoring  37.6ppg 14 17 
Rushing 195.7 ypg 13 % | 
Passing 313.8ypg 14 127 
Total © 509.5ypg 141s 
TOMARGIN PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL | 

+8 406239 = | 

92 


| (Iowa Western via Ohio State) and Wesley Green (South 


Carolina) — should deliver an upgrade in the secondary. 


Big Ten Kicker of the Year and hit 6-of-8 from 40 yards or 
more. Joseph Gedeon has the inside track to replace Erich 
Toth at punter. Paige gave Indiana occasional thunder in 
its punt return game, taking two back for touchdowns, in- 


cluding one for 91 yards. Devonte Williams and Brookins will handle 


kickoff returns. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Hoosiers ended an eight-year bowl drought 
last season, but now comes a more substantial challenge — earning 
| back-to-back bowl trips for the first time in 25 seasons. The pieces are 
| there at running back, receiver and the offensive line. Can 
| Wilson develop a 60 percent passer who doesn't make bad 


reads? Defensively, the issue has not changed at Indiana in 
more than a decade: The Hoosiers lack the serious beef to 


| win on the line of scrimmage against top Big Ten teams. 


Six wins remains their ceiling — without serious injuries or 
major issues. 


ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2016 


P 86 


Rashard Fant (Jr.) 21 Leon Thornton (So.} 
Andre Brown (So.) Tyler Green (So.] 
Jonathan Crawford (So.) 28 Will Dawkins [So.] 


“ 


| SPECIALISTS Everybody remembers Griffin Oakes’ con- | FS 30 Chase Dutra (Jr.) 20 Jameel Cook (So,) 
Seinen epee eetnaare 
3 K 92. Griffin Oakes (Jr) KR 2 Devonte Williams (Fr. 


Joseph Gedeon {So.) PR 87 Mitchell Paige (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Zander Diamont, 31-15-166-0, 0 TOs 
Rushing: Devine Redding, 226 att.. 1,012 yds., 9 TDs 
Receiving: Simmie Cobbs Jr., 60 rec., 1,035 yds., 4 TOs 
Tackles: Marcus Oliver, 112 

Sacks: Two players tied with 3.0 

Interceptions: Jonathan Crawford, 4 


STAT CORNER 


Spread innovator Kevin Wilson's 
offense averaged 81.2 plays per 
game, eighth-most in FBS and by 
far the most in the Big Ten. 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


Schwartzman 


e 


Bruc 


MARYLAND TERRAPINS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 66 * BIG TEN EAST PREDICTION: 6 » PROJECTED RECORD: 5-7, 2-6 Big Ten 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Newcoach DJ. Durkin wants to build around defense and 


; | special teams, but he is going to have to improve the Maryland offense 
Lggrottasirat yea to be competitive in the Big Ten’s bully-filled East Division. The good 
Record at School: First Season : : : Rare : 
Career Record: 1-0(2014 Bow Game at Florida) CWS iS that a bigger, bulkier offensive line helped push the Terrapins 
Offensive Coordinator: Walt Bell | to 200.7 yards rushing per game last year, the third-best total in the 
Defensive Coordinator: Andy Buh | bruising Big Ten. The Terrapins return four of their top five rushers, 
College Park, MD © Maryland Stadium (51,802) | including quarterback Perry Hills and running back Wes Brown. 
The hard-charging Brown will probably split time with speedy Ty 


2016 SCHEDULE Johnson, Virginia Tech transfer Trey Edmunds, and maybe a host of 


other candidates including Kenny Goins, Jr., and Jake Funk. Hills, 


ie ‘ I ty | though he started eight games, is no shoe-in for his job, with prettier 

Sept. 17 at UCF passer Caleb Rowe on his heels. The tough-as-nails Hills, the better 

Oct. 1 Purdue run/pass option, seems the better fit in new offensive coordinator Walt 

Oct. 8 at Penn State Bell’s high-speed option attack. 

Oct. 15 Minnesota Seven of the top eight receivers return, and sophomore D.J. Moore 

Oct. 22 Michigan State is a candidate for a breakout campaign. Brothers Levern jupmgge F — 

Oct. 29 at Indiana and Taivon Jacobs can also excel if Hills, Rowe or incom- Basically, everybody in the division is better 

: eo ing freshman Tyrrell Pigrome can get them the ball. Avery ella eas He ae et have better 

Nov. 19 at Nebraska Edwards could be a star at tight end. Ditto Damian Prince [igieaahe , y - : im : 

Nov. 26 Rutgers at tackle. — An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 
DEFENSE New defensive coordinator Andy Buh was a late 


2015 RESULTS 


preferred 3-4 scheme. High-motor Roman Braglio returns | OFFENSE (5) 
FINAL RECORD: 3-9, 1-7 at one end, and uber-athletic Jesse Aniebonam will play the | WR 1 D.J. Moore (So.) 13 Deandre Lane (Sr. 
Sept. 5 Richmond W 50-21 | hybrid rush end/linebacker position. It will be nice if true | WR § Levem Jacobs (Sr.) 85 Jahrvis Davenport (So.) 
Sept. 12 Bowling Green L 2-48 | freshman Adam Mclean lives up to the hype and can help WR 83 MalcolmCulmer(Sr.) 12 Taivon Jacobs (Jr.) 
Sept. 19° South Florida W 3-17 | anchor the middle, where D-line coach Mike London has a LT 76 Michael Duna (St) 71 EJ Donahue (Fr) 
Sept. 26 at West Virginia L 6-45 ibe oe Kodies Kut : Oa The hE hish-end talent: Meade tines LG 63 Mike Minter (Jr.) 54 JaJuan Dulaney (Jr.) 
Oct. 3 Michigan L 0-28 | SLOE pe! eae es et & ec : oD WaLIGle ne: C 64 Brendan Moore (So.) 70 Sean Christie (So.) 
Oct 10 atObioStete L284 | backer Jermaine Carter Jr. is a stud, coming off a team-high | pe 79 Maurice Shelton (Sc) 77 Will McClain Fr) 
Oct. 24 vs.PennState# | 30-31 | 103 tackles and 14 tackles fora loss. Jalen Brooks and Abner | rt §8 pamianPrince(So.) 75 Derwin Gray (So.} 
Oct. 31 at lowa Lt 15-31. Logan have some experience on the flanks around him. TE 82 Avery Edwards (So.) 44 Andrew Isaacs (Jr) 
Nov. 7 Wisconsin L %-31 The secondary is a primary concern with just Will Likely | QB 11 Perry Hills (Sr.) 7 Caleb Rowe (Sr.] 
Nov, 14 atMichigan State L 7-24 | back. Likely was an All-Big Ten corner and an All-America | RB 5 Wes Brown (Sr) 6 Ty Johnson (So.) 
Nov. 21 Indiana L 28-47 | return man. There’s some experience returning, though don’t DEFENSE (5) 
Nov. 28 at Rutgers W Pts | be surprised if a youth movement gets under way under the | pe 99 RomanBraglio(Sr.) 93 Oseh Saine (Fr) 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Terrance Davis, OL, Temple Hills, MD 
2. Adam McLean, DL, Gaithersburg, MD 


3. Tino Ellis, Wr, Reisterstown, MD 5 field goals and all 11 PATs. The hope is that former Aus- CB 4 Will Likely (Sr.) 27 Alvin Hill (Sr) 

4, Richard Merritt, OL, Silver Spring, MD tralian Rules footballer Wade Lees can shore up the punting, | cB 2 Darnell Savage Jr. (S0.) 32 Jarrett Ross (Sr. 

5. D.J. Turner, WR, Glenarden, MD a perennial problem. Durkin envisions winning some games SS 11 Denzel Conyers (Sr.) 25 Antwaine Carter Jr.) 
6, Tyrek Tisdale, DB, Orlando, FL with improved special teams under coach Pete Lembo. FS 17 Josh Woods Ur.) 36 Elvis Dennah (Jr.) 

7. Lorenzo Harrison, RB, Hillcrest Heights, MD | FINAL ANALYSIS Durkin has turned up the energy level SPECIAL TEAMS 


8. Tyrelle Pigrome, OB, Pinson, AL 
9. Antwaine Richardson, CB, Delary Beach, FL 


10. Elijah Daniels, DB, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 


| Adam Greene got his kicking foot wet last year, hitting 3-of- 


| in College Park, and there was a spring in the team’s spring 


DEPTH CHART 


addition, but he’s a Durkin disciple and will implement the 


new coaching staff. Sophomore Darnell Savage Jr. will start 
opposite Likely. 

SPECIALISTS Likely’s 18.2-yard punt return average 
ranked second in the country, and he had two scores. Junior 


NT 95 Azubuike Ukandu (Sr.) 59 Keiron Howard Fr.) 
DT 52 Malik Jones Ur.) 91 Adam McLean (Fr.) 
DE 41 Jesse Aniebonam (Jr) 39 Cavon Walker (Jr.) 
OLB 43 Jalen Brooks (Jr.) 31 Nnamdi Egbuaba [So.) 
MLB 23 Jermaine Carter Jr. (Jr.) 2 Shane Cockerille (Jr.) 
OLB 46 Abner Logan (Sr.) 38 Brett Zanotto (So.) 


3. Adam Greene Ur.) 
P 88 Wade Lees Fr.) 


KR 4 Will Likely (Sr.) 
PR 4 Will Likely (Sr,) 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


practice step. The unexpected resignation of defensive coor- 
dinator Scott Shafer during spring practice was a blow — 
Shafer was one of the three former head coaches Durkin had 
on staff — but the bigger issue for Maryland this year is just finding 


zman 


hwart 


Bruce Sc 


E 


2015 RANKINGS 


enough talent to compete in an unforgiving league. Five of the Terra- 


a es ‘ “ ina | pins’ seven conference losses were by more than two scores, and border 
Tushing 100.7 yg 3 1 | rival West Virginia laid a 45-6 whipping that got Randy Edsall fired 
Passing 174.3ypg «13~=—«(109 midseason. 


Durkin came aboard too late to salvage all of a promising recruiting 


Total 75. 9 | 
= rH z class, but he did land some help. And the Terrapins need it 


DEFENSE PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL | . Pir F 

Scoring 34.4 ppg 11 103 after posting only two winning seasons in the last five years. JRyymae)-dlas) 
Rushing 162.8ypg 9 54 Playing smarter — fewer miscues on offense, a more deter- 

Passing 58.4 yg 1 104 | mined defense and improved special teams — can help, and 


Total 4n.2ypg 11 9} | that’s the plan. Like all rebuilding plans, it will work better 
TOMAROW PERGAME BiGTEN wan, When Durkin gets a chance to bring in more players that fit 


18 150 14 126 | his system. 


Passing: Perry Hills, 180-90-1.001-13, 8 TDs 
Rushing: Perry Hills, 109 att., 535 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Levern Jacobs, 35 rec., 425 yds., 2 TD 
Tackles: Jermaine Carter, 103 

Sacks: Jesse Aniebonam, 3.5 

Interceptions: Jalen Brooks, 2 


Maryland threw 29 interceptions 
in 2015, a whopping six more than 
any other FBS team. Throwing 
catchable passes is important! 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 93 


= 
~/ MICHIGAN WOLVERINES 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 5 « BIG TEN EAST PREDICTION: 2 © PROJECTED RECORD: 11-1, 8-1 Big Ten 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Jim Harbaugh 

Record at School: 10-3 (1 year) 

Career Record: 68-30 (8 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Tim Drevno 
Defensive Coordinator: Don Brown 

Ann Arbor, Ml ¢ Michigan Stadium (107,601) 


OFFENSE For the first time since 2013, the bulk of Michigan's return- 
ers on offense are playing in the same system for a second year in a row. 
Head coach Jim Harbaugh and offensive coordinator Tim Drevno ar- 
ent installing major parts of the team’s pro-style offense. Instead, they're 
fine-tuning it. However, the Wolverines are faced with the same major 
question they were a year ago at this time: Who's the quarterback? 
Jake Rudock set career highs in every major passing category last year 


| under Harbaugh (3,017 yards, 20 touchdowns, 64 percent completion 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. § 
Nov. 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 


2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: 10-3, 6-2 


Hawaii 

UCF 
Colorado 
Penn State 
Wisconsin 
at Rutgers 
Illinois 

at Michigan State 
Maryland 

at lowa 
Indiana 

at Ohio State 


Sept. 3 at Utah L 17-24 
Sept. 12 Oregon State W 35-7 
Sept. 19 UNLV W 28-7 
Sept. 26 BYU W 31-0 
Oct. 3 at Maryland W 28-0 | 
Oct. 10 Northwestern W 38-0 | 
Oct. 17 Michigan State L 23-27 | 
Oct, 31 at Minnesota W 29-26 
Nov. 7 Rutgers W 49-16 
Nov. 14 at Indiana (ot) W 48-41 
Nov. 21 at Penn State W 28-16 | 
Nov. 28 Ohio State L 13-42 
Jan. 1 vs. Florida # W 41-7 
aCitrus Bowl | 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


. Rashan Gary, OT, Plainfield, NJ 
. Ben Bredeson, OL, Hartland, WI 
. Brandon Peters, OB, Avon, IN 
. David Long, CB, Los Angeles, CA 
. Devin Asiasi, TE, Concord, CA 
. Michael Onwenu, OL, Detroit, MI 
. Kareem Walker, RB, Wayne, NJ 
. Dylan Crawford, WR, 

Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 

9. Lavert Hill, CB, Detroit, MI 
10. Ahmir Mitchell, WR. Egg Harbor City, NJ 


2015 RANKINGS 


a 


OFFENSE © PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL | 
Scoring 31.4ppg 4 50 
Rushing 158.2ypg = 8 84 
Passing 237.7 ypg «4 53 
Total 395.9 ypg 4 69 
DEFENSE  PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL 
Scoring 16.4ppg 3 6 
Rushing 122.2ypg = 5 16 
Passing 168.5ypg 1 3 
Total 280.7 yog = 2 4 
TOMARGIN PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL | 

-4 0.31 10 92 

94 


| back will have the benefit of throwing to three very experi- 


rate). But now, Rudock’s gone and Harbaugh (along with quarterbacks 
coach Jedd Fisch) is tasked with breaking in a new signal caller. Hous- 
ton transfer John O’Korn is the presumed frontrunner, but he will find 
himself in a tight race with sophomore Wilton Speight and junior 
Shane Morris in preseason camp. 

O’Korn has thrown 34 touchdowns as a college quarterback. The rest 
of Michigan's scholarship passers have combined to throw one. 

The good news here? Michigan's eventual starting quarter- 


enced targets. All-America tight end Jake Butt, All-Big Ten 
receiver Jehu Chesson and fifth-year senior Amara Darboh 
are all back. A year ago, those three combined for 159 catch- 
es, 2,145 yards and 17 touchdowns. 

Up front, Michigan returns four of its five starting offen- 


DEPTH CHART 


JABRILL PEPPERS 


“They were a good team last year, but what they 
really did well is they played really hard and had 
a lot of pride. They were physical and mean.” 


— An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


sive linemen but will be playing with a twist this year. Start- | OFFENSE (8) 

ing left tackle Mason Cole has moved inside to center as | WR 82 Amara Darboh (Sr. 
a replacement for the departed Graham Glasgow, pushing | WR 86 Jehu Chesson (Sr.) 
sophomore Grant Newsome into the first five as the team’s | LT 77 Grant Newsome {S0.) 
blindside tackle. Michigan will look to improve on what, sta~ |G 71. Ben Braden (Sr.) 
tistically, was a pedestrian run game a year ago (158.2 ypg). ae " Petar a 
DEFENSE Michigan will have a new look on defense this | pr 7g na eaeicas (Sr) 
season after defensive coordinator D,J. Durkin left to run | TE 88 Jake Butt (Sr) 
Maryland’s program in December. Harbaugh then hired | QB 8 John 0'Kom Ur) 
Don Brown — the architect of the country’s No. 1 overall | RB 4 De'Veon Smith (Sr.) 
defense last season — away from Boston College. FB 19 Henry Poggi (Jr.) 


will get a huge boost up front this fall from incoming fresh- 
man Rashan Gary — the country’s top-ranked recruit. 

SPECIALISTS ‘The Wolverines return starting placekicker 
Kenny Allen (18-of-22 last season) but lose punter Blake O'Neill. Al- 
len may end up handling all of the team’s kicking duties this season, 
unless incoming freshman Quinn Nordin can win one of the three 
jobs. The team's return game should still be in great hands. Peppers av- 
eraged 11.4 yards per punt return last season, while Lewis was second 


| in the Big Ten with 25.2 yards per kick return. 


Brown will inherit plenty of returning talent from Michi- DEFENSE (6) 
gan’s top-five defense from 2015, All-America corner Jour- | pe 43. Chris Wormley (Sr.) 
dan Lewis and All-America rover Jabrill Peppers are back— | DT 90 Bryan Mone (So.) 
though the latter will have a new role. After playing mainly | NT 96 Ryan Glasgow (Sr.) 
as a nickel/safety last season, Peppers will occupy Brown's | _DE 33 Taco Charlton (Sr, 
hybrid strong-side linebacker position in 2016. Brown's | SUB 5  Jabritt Peppers (So.) 
defense relies heavily on pressure and blitzes and will place wae . on nn ml 
Peppers — the team's best athlete — in the box with hopes CB 26 hee te toa (ie) 
of creating more havoc in opposing backfields. CB 8 Channing Stribling (Sr) 

The Wolverines lost defensive tackle Willie Henry to | 5g 25 pymonte Thomas (Sr. 
the NFL Draft, but senior ends Taco Charlton and Chris | Fs 44 Delano Hill (Sr.) 
Wormley (12 combined sacks) are back, as are tackles Ryan SPECIAL TEAMS 

| Glasgow and Maurice Hurst. Bryan Mone, who missed last K 91. Kenny Alen (Sr 

season with a broken leg, will return as well. The Wolverines P 91 Kenny Alten (St) 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Wolverines were one fumbled punt [Ryman as 


snap against Michigan State away from being in the College 
Football Playoff conversation last November. If Harbaugh 
can work his magic on another quarterback once again, this 
team has the goods to push Ohio State for the Big Ten East 
Division championship and a shot at this year's CFP. 


ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2016 


9 Grant Perry (So.) 

14 Drake Harris (So.) 

76 Juwann Bushell-Beatty (So.) 
55 David Dawson Ur.) 

57 Patrick Kugler (Jr.) 

75. Jon Runyan (Fr) 

70. Nolan Ulizio (Fr.) 

8 Tyrone Wheatley Jr. (Fr.) 
Wilton Speight (So.) 
Drake Johnson (Sr.) 
Khalid Hill Jr.) 


oo 


20 
80 


Rashan Gary (Fr.} 
99 Matt Godin (Sr) 
73 Maurice Hurst (Sr) 
15 Chase Winovich (So.) 
59 Noah Furbush (So.) 
46 Mike Wroblewski (Sr.) 
10 Devin Bush Je. (Fr.) 
34 Jeremy Clark (Sr.) 
6 Keith Washington [Fr.] 
23. Tyree Kinnel (So.) 
28 Brandon Watson (So.) 


KR 26 Jourdan Lewis (Sr.) 
PR_ 5 Jabrill Peppers (So.) 


Opponents averaged 5.2 yards per 
carry after Nov. 1. Before Nov. 1: 
2.4. Injuries crippled Michigan's 
depth and run defense. 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Wilton Speight, 25-9-73-1, 1 TD 
Rushing: De'Veon Smith, 180 att., 753 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Amara Darboh, 58 rec., 727 yds., 5 TOs 
Tackles: Jourdan Lewis, 62 

Sacks: Chris Wormley, 6.6 

Interceptions: Jeremy Clark, 3 


Tom Lynn 


Tom Lynn 


MICHIGAN STATE SPARTANS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 13 « BIG TEN EAST PREDICTION: 3 » PROJECTED RECORD: 9-3, 7-2 Big Ten 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Mark Dantonio 

Record at School: 87-33 (89 years) 

Career Record: 105-50 (12 years) 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: 

Jim Bollman, Dave Warner 

Co-Defensive Coordinators: 

Harlon Barnett, Mike Tressel 

Fast Lansing, MI © Spartan Stadium (75,005) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


OFFENSE Michigan State aims for a fourth straight top-10 finish, 
but the Spartans need to grow quickly on offense to hit that target. 

“There’s a look that’s going to change,” 10th-year coach Mark Danto- 
nio says, “but that’s the challenge of college football.” 

Fifth-year senior Tyler O’Connor is the likely successor to MSU's 
| all-time leading passer, Connor Cook. O’Connor led the Spartans to a 
| 17-14 upset over Ohio State with Cook sidelined by a shoulder injury. 
| O'Connor and fourth-year junior Damion Terry are effective runners, 
. and with an inexperienced offensive line, it wouldn't be surprising to 
see the Spartans adding more spread into their pro-style offense. 


Sept. 2 Furman LJ Scott was the top rusher last season with 699 yards, including a 
Sept. 17 at Notre Dame memorable performance in a 16-13 Big Ten title game win over Iowa. 
Sept. 24 Wisconsin | Madre London and Gerald Holmes are proven and will push for car- 
Oct. 1 at Indiana ries. Likewise for fullback Delton Williams, who gives MSU another 
Oct. 8 BYU | threat in the backfield. 
Oct. 15 Northwestern | Senior R.J. Shelton is the only returning receiver with more 
Oct. 22 at Maryland | : ‘ ; 

wis | than seven catches. Shelton’s quickness makes him a threat 
Oct. 29 Michigan | 4 : 
Nov. 5 at llinois | on the jet sweep as well. Sophomore Felton Davis III is 
Nov. 12 Rutgers | a lanky target with sprinter speed, and incoming freshman 
Nov. 19 Ohio State | Donnie Corley made waves in the spring after his January 
Nov. 26 at Penn State | mid-term enrollment, showing good speed, hands and leap- 


ing ability. Senior Josiah Price holds the team record for TD 
catches for a tight end, and he’s expected to continue his role 
as a go-to target on third downs and in the red zone. 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 12-2, 7-1 WR 18 


Sept. 4 atWestern Michigan W 37-24 The rebuild on the offensive line starts with preseason All- | WR 12 R.J. Shelton (Sr) 88 Monty Madaris (Sr) 

Sept. 12 Oregon W 31-28 | Big Ten candidate Brian Allen, who could play guard or WR 9 Donnie Corley (Fr.) 25 Darrell Stewart (Fr.) 

Sept. 19 Air Force W %-21 | center. Senior Kodi Kieler is the most experienced of the ne nae a (6c) 4 ve Pana 

Sept. 26 Central Michigan W 90-10 soe Ti : - LG jenny McGowan (Sr. yler Higby (Fr. 

sr Fan ae SR Ione wh 9 a nd an ly eto | SEG Sorin bot 

Oct. 10 at Rutgers W 31-24 : P piace in 1a drt!'s- | RG 64 Brandon Clemons (Sr) 59 David Beedle (So. 

Oct. 17 at Michigan W 27-23 | DEFENSE Michigan State’s staple has been stopping the RT 79 Kodi Kieler (Sr.) 55 Miguel Machado (Sr) 

Oct. 24 Indiana W 52-26 | run, and it starts up front with dynamic junior Malik Mc- | TE 82 Josiah Price (Sr) 11 Jamal Lyles (Sr. 

Nov. 7 atNebraska L 38-39 | Dowell, who at 6'6", 280 has the strength, athleticism and | QB 7 Tyler 0'Connor (Sr 6 Damion Terry Ur.) 

Nov, 14 Maryland W %-7 | quickness to play tackle or end. Junior Demetrius Cooper | RB 3 UScott (So.] 24 Gerald Holmes (Jr.) 

Nov, 21 at Ohio State W 17-14 has flashed enough star potential at end that he’s expected to | DEFENSE (5) 

og ” most : ok earn All-Big Ten honors in his first season as a starter. DE 98 Demetrius Cooper {Jt} Josh King (Ft) 

fine 31 ve dahon L038 The linebacking corps is as deep and talented as it has | DT 4 MalikMcDowell(Jr.) 99 Raequan Williams (Fr.) 
Sloianapls#Catton Bout CFB Payot Senifnal, VET been under Dantonio, anchored by fifth-year senior | DT 93 Damon Knox (Sr) 32. Cassius Peat (Fr.) 

Riley Bullough in the middle. A third-generation Spartan, | _DE 85 Evan Jones (Sr Auston Robertson (Fr. 
TOP 10 RECRUITS Bullough led the team in tackles last season. SLB 33 Jon Reschke (Jr) 43. Ed Davis (Sr) 


MLB 30 
WLB 23 
CB 2 
CB 13 
ss 9 
FS 7 


1. Josh King, DE, Darien, IL 

2, Auston Robertson, DE. Fort Wayne, IN 
3. Donnie Corley, WR, Detroit, MI 
4, Justin Layne, WR, Richmond Heights, OH | 
5. Naquan Jones, OT, Mount Prospect, IL | 
6. Trishton Jackson, WR, West Bloomfield, MI 


_  There’s plenty of competition for the outside linebacker po- 
| sitions, where Jon Reschke, Andrew Dowell, Chris Frey and 
Ed Davis are expected to battle it out for starting duties in 
fall camp and split repetitions once the season is underway. 
MSU has arguably the best safety duo in the Big Ten: 
Montae Nicholson is a freakish athlete, and Demetrious 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
7. Cameron Chambers, WR, Sicklerville, NJ| Cox is a speed merchant with cornerback experience. Several K 4 Michael Geiger (St) KR 12RJ. Shelton (Sr 
8. Demetric Vance, DB, Detroit, MI others gained experience last season when injuries resulted P 25 Jake Hartbarger(So) PR 24 Drake Martinez Ur) 


9. Messiah deWeaver, OB, Dayton, OH 
10. Mike Panasiuk, DT. Roselle, IL 


2015 RANKINGS | 


in seven different starting combinations in the secondary. 
Cornerbacks Darian Hicks and sophomore Vayante Co- 

peland enter fall drills healthy after injuries plagued them 

last season. Sophomore Tyson Smith is expected to challenge at corner. 


OFFENSE = PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL =SPECIALISTS ‘The return of kicker Michael Geiger and strong- 
Scoring 29.8 ppg 60 legged sophomore punter Jake Hartbarger give the Spartans a chance 
Rushing 151.3ypq se for immediate improvement on special teams, provided long snapper 
Passing —234.2ypg 6 5 Taybor Pepper is adequately replaced. Shelton is an experienced kick 
Total 305.5 ypq,_ 23 return man, while auditions for punt return duties figure to 
DEFENSE —PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL | Continue into the fall. 
Scoring Tl7ppg 6 § ~— S| -FINAL ANALYSIS Michigan State’s Sept. 17 road trip to 
Rush ga Pp P 
Oe: Te agape’ lame will ‘provid ly cl hether th 

Passing 2339 pg 9 7 | Notre Dame will provide an early clue as to whether the 
Total 349.9 ypq = 26 | Spartans remain among the nation’s elite. A strong defense 
Ta MARSH 7 PER GAME ATEN 1 NAOMAL | looks to carry a rebuilt offense against one of the more chal- 

+4 +1001 f lenging schedules in the country. 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (4) 


STAT CORNER 


“They're just a violent football team, probably 
more than anyone else in the league, and | mean 
that in the best way possible.” 


— An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


Felton Davis Ill [So.} 21 Cam Chambers (Fr.) 


Riley Bullough (Sr.) 49 Shane Jones (Jr.) 
Chris Frey Ur.) Andrew Dowell (So.) 
Darian Hicks (Sr.] 15 Tyson Smith (So.] 
Vayante Copeland (So.) 19 Josh Butler (Fr.) 
Montae Nicholson (Jr.) 44 Grayson Miller (So.) 
Demetrious Cox (Sr.) 27. Khari Willis (So.] 


on 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Tyler 0’'Connor, 24-13-133-1, 2 TDs 
Rushing: LJ Scott, 146 att., 699 yds., 11 TDs 
Receiving: R.J. Shelton, 43 rec., 503 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Riley Bullough, 106 

Sacks: Demetrius Cooper, 5.0 

Interceptions: Iwo players tied with 3 


On third-and-7-plus, Connor 
Cook had a 160.9 passer rating. 
His success masked a run game 
that produced too many third- 
and-longs. 
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©) OHIO STATE BUCKEYES 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 3 ¢ BIG TEN EAST PREDICTION: 1 * PROJECTED RECORD: 12-1, 9-0 Big Ten 


TEAM INFORMATION, OFFENSE Not only did the Buckeyes lose the program's No. 2 all- 


Head Coach: Urban Meyer time rusher in Ezekiel Elliott, but Ohio State’s all-time leader in total 


| 


Record at School: 50-4 (4 years} 
Career Record: 154-27 (14 years) 


Co-Offensive Coordinators: Tim Beck, 

Ed Warinner 

Co-Defensive Coordinators: Luke Fickell, 
Greg Schiano 

Columbus, 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Nov. 26 


2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: 12-1, 7-1 


OH Ohio Stadium (104,944) 


Bowling Green 
Tulsa 
at Oklahoma 
Rutgers 

Indiana 

at Wisconsin 

at Penn State 
Northwestern 
Nebraska 

at Maryland 

at Michigan State 
Michigan 


Sept. 7 at Virginia Tech W 42-26 | 
Sept, 12 Hawaii W 38-0 | 
Sept. 19 Northern illinois  W 20-13 
Sept. 26 Western Michigan W 38-12 | 
Oct. 3 at Indiana W 34-27 | 
Oct. 10 Maryland W 49-28 | 
Oct. 17 Penn State W 38-10 | 
Oct. 24 at Rutgers W 49-7 | 
Nov, 7 Minnesota W 28-14 | 
Nov. 14 atllinois W 28-3 | 
Nov. 21 Michigan State L 14-17 | 
Nov, 28 at Michigan W 42-13. | 
Jan. 1 vs.NotreDame#  W 44-28 | 

fiesta Bowl | 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Nick Bosa, DL, Fort Lauderdale, FL 

2. Jonathon Cooper, DE, Gahanna, OH 

3. Demario McCall, RB, North Ridgeville, OH 
4. Austin Mack, WR, Fort Wayne, IN 

§. Dwayne Haskins, OB, Potomac,MD | 


6. Keandre Jones, LB, Olney, MD | 


7. Binjimen Victor, WR, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
8. Jake Hausmann, TE, Cincinnati, OH | 


9. Michael Jordan, OT, Canton, MI 
10. Jordan Fuller, CB, Old Tappan, NJ 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE © PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL | 
Scoring 357 ppg 2 28 
Rushing 245.2 ypg = nN 
Passing 188.8 ypg =—-12 100 
Total 434.1 ypg = 9 4} 
DEFENSE PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL 
Scoring 15.1 ppg 2 2 | 
Rushing 1268ypg 7 22 
Passing  184.5ypg 6 16 
Total 311.3 ypg = 3 oy il 
TOMARGIN PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL | 

+3 +023 6 48 
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| and All-America tackle Taylor Decker also are gone. 


| attempts on the ground, good for 5.9 per carry. 


| rett, reconstruct the offensive line and to begin polishing a corps of 


shifting from a guard spot, and the other returning start- OFFENSE (3) 
| er, guard Billy Price, will continue to maul people. Jamarco | WR 80 Noah Brown (So.) 21 Parris Campbell (So.) 
Jones has emerged as the new left tackle, but the other spots | WR 84 Corey Smith (Sr. 11 Austin Mack (Fr.) 
are not yet nailed down. WR 4 Curtis Samuel (Jr) 2 Dontre Wilson (Sr.) 
DEFENSE Just like on offense, the Silver Bullets return Eye Samenee, Ras Ur) 76 Branden Gowen fr 
: 3 is LG 78 Demetrius Knox (So.] 73 Michael Jordan Fr.) 
| only three starters but have an All-Big Ten anchor in middle C 65. Pat Elflein (Sr.) 79. Brady Taylor (So. 
linebacker Raekwon McMillan. The junior became a reliable | pg 5% Billy Price (Jr.) 75 Evan Lisle (Jr. 


| through season. Also, position coach Larry Johnson can mix 
| in Jalyn Holmes as a pass rusher and has many capable bod- 


| for Marshon Lattimore and Denzel Ward to begin reaching | g§5 24 Malik Hooker (So.) 16 Cam Burrows (Jr) 
their potential as cover men. Safety will have a new look | FS 1 Frick Smith [Jr] 7 Damon Webb (Jr.) 
with the successful Vonn Bell/Tyvis Powell combo departed, | speciaL TEAMS 


| such as Samuel and Dontre Wilson on the move. 


| FINAL ANALYSIS After the loss of 16 starters, the two-deep is now 
| filled with players who were elite high school recruits a couple years 


_ against those schools from up north. It would be easy to la- 
| bel Ohio State a non-contender this fall, but the guy prowl- 


| suggest otherwise. 


offense — Braxton Miller — also is out the door. That’s a lot of pro- 
duction to attempt to replace, especially when you add in the fact that 
commodities such as wideout Michael Thomas, tight end Nick Vannett 


Fortunately for coach Urban Meyer, he still has a high-quality start- 
ing point in veteran quarterback J.T. Barrett. The offense soared late 
in the year with Barrett taking snaps and finding receivers, and he 
managed to produce 682 rushing yards and 11 touchdowns in just 115 


Still, the tasks now are to find reliable running options behind Bar- 


speedy wideouts who are not yet proven. Redshirt freshman Mike We- 
ber is ready to emerge at running back, and H-back Curtis Samuel also 
should get a healthy dose of handoffs. 

OSU's best every-down receivers appear to be Noah Brown 
and Corey Smith, but both are coming off injuries that re- 
quired surgery and were limited in the spring. Look out for 
youngsters K.J. Hill and Austin Mack, who add quickness 
and provide depth. 

Up front, Pat Elflein is expected to shine at center after 


. 


“The talent disparity in the league between Ohia 
State and everybody else in the Big Ten is strik- 
ing. They just have so many players.” 


— An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


RT 59 Isaiah Prince (So.) 
TE 85 Marcus Baugh Ur.) 


commodity last season while racking up a team-high 119 
tackles. He’s expected to be flanked by Dante Booker and 


Malcolm Pridgeon (Jr.) 
Chase Hounshel (Sr.) 


Chris Worley, although young Jerome Baker is bucking fora | QB 16 J.T. Barrett (Jr.) 10 Joe Burrow (Fr.} 
role as well. The tackling ability, depth and potential of this | RB 20 Mike Weber (Fr) 25 Bronte Dunn (Sr. 
group could develop into a major team strength. DEFENSE (3) 

The defensive line won't be as dynamic with superstar end | pe 6 SamHubbard (So.) Nick Bosa (Fr.) 


DT 77 Michael Hill Jr.) 57 Robert Landers (Fr.) 
DT 93. Tracy Sprinkle (Jr,) Jashon Cornell (Fr.] 
DE 59 Tyquan Lewis (Jr.) 10. Jalyn Holmes (Jr.) 
WLB 33 Dante Booker (Jr.) 47 Justin Hilliard (Fr.) 
MLB 5 Raekwon McMillan (Jr.) 34 Nick Conner (Fr.) 
SLB 35 Chris Worley (Jr) 4 Jerome Baker [So.) 
CB 8 Gareon Conley (Jr.) 13 Damon Arnette (Fr.) 
CB 2 Marshon Lattimore (So.) 12 Denzel Ward (So.] 


Joey Bosa and tackle Adolphus Washington now taking 
paychecks. But Sam Hubbard is an emerging star on the 
outside, and bookend Tyquan Lewis is coming off a break- 


~~ 


ies to rotate inside. 


Gareon Conley is the new top dog at corner, and it’s time 


but Erick Smith could be the next standout on the back end. 


SPECIALISTS Meyer doesn't like to call for a lot of field 
goals and, of course, he’s not wild about punting, either. But 
Ohio State has veteran Sean Nuernberger to handle place- 
ments, while senior punter Cameron Johnston is one of the 
best in college football. The Buckeyes didn’t return a kick for a score for 
the first time in 13 years. They'd like to start a new streak with talents 


K 96 Sean Nuernberger (Jr) 
P 95 Cameron Johnston (Sr.} 


KR 4 Curtis Samuel (Jr) 
PR 2 Dontre Wilson (Sr.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


Passing: J.. Barrett, 147-93-992-4, 11 TDs 
Rushing: J.T. Barrett, 115 att., 682 yds., 11 TDs 
Receiving: Curtis Samuel, 22 rec., 289 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: Raekwon McMillan, 119 

Sacks: Tyquan Lewis, 8.0 


ago, which means the clock is ticking on their development. oii! anceadaameri si 


Also, the schedule shows a brutal early road test against 
Oklahoma and is back-loaded, once again, with clashes : 
Nobody tilts the field like the 


Buckeyes. Ohio State led the na- 
tion with a field position advan- 


ing the sideline and the vast amount of raw talent on hand 
tage of 9.7 yards per possession. 
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PENN STATE NITTANY LIONS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 39 * BIG TEN EAST PREDICTION: 4 * PROJECTED RECORD: 7-5, 5-4 Big Ten 


OFFENSE ‘The Lions will look very different this fall, and not just 
TEAM INFORMATION because their all-time passing yardage leader, Christian Hackenberg, 
is off to the NFL. New coordinator Joe Moorhead has been installing 
at a no-huddle spread offense that won't exactly rekindle memories of 
ttre oe the Paterno era. It’s a scheme he deployed effectively as head coach at 
Defensive Coordinator: Brent Pry | Fordham the past four years, and he’s got plenty of skill position talent 
University Park, PA # Beaver Stadium (106, 572) | to work with at Penn State, a list headlined by sophomore running 
back Saquon Barkley and junior wideout Chris Godwin. Barkley fin- 
2016 SCHEDULE ished third in the Big Ten in rushing last season with 1,076 yards, while 
as ¥ Nesl Sala | Godwin was second in receiving yards with 1,101. 
a 10. at Pittsburgh The big questions on offense concern the line and the quarterback 
Sept. 17 Temple | spot. Up front, the Lions return six players who started at least five 
Sept. 24 at Michigan | games last season, but they will need to do better than simply pick up 
Oct. 1 Minnesota where they left off in 2015, as the team averaged only 104 yards rush- 


Head Coach: James Franklin 
Record at School: 14-12 (2 years) 


Oct. §& Maryland ing in its last three games. At quarterback, sophomore Trace McSorley 
Oct. 22 Ohio State | is the only contender with any playing experience. Tommy 

Oct. 29 at Purdue | Stevens is a redshirt freshman, and Jake Zembiec enrolled 

Nov. § lowa | in January. 


Nov. t Indi 
Hi s ; tutors DEFENSE ‘There’s plenty of rebuilding to do up front, 


Nov. 26 Michigan State | where the lone holdover from last year’s starting front four 
| is strong-side defensive end Garrett Sickels. Antoine White 

| and Parker Cothren will likely take over at the tackle spots. 
Wt ae | At weak-side end, Torrence Brown looks to be a potential 


Sept. 5 at Temple 
Sept. 12 Buffalo 


starter after seeing action late last season when Carl Nassib 
10-27 | got hurt. 
2-14 | "The linebacker unit isn’t unproven, but it isn’t deep, either. 


WR 12 


M alle we va | Much will depend on whether Nyeem Wartman-White is i c 
ct. 3 Amy M14 fully recovered from the season-ending knee injury he suf- Cn 
RG 70 


Oct. 17 at Ohio State 10-38 | ited in the spring but is expected to battle his replacement, 
Oct. 24 vs. Maryland % 31-30 | Jason Cabinda, for the middle linebacker position. If he 
Oct. 31 Ilinois 39-0 | regains his starting spot, Cabinda will move back outside. 


L 
W 
W 
Ww 
W 
Oct. 10 Indiana w 29.7 | fered last September at Temple. Wartman-White was lim- 
L 
W 
Ww 
Nov. 7 atNorthwestern  L 21-23 | Penn State is solid at the strong-side spot with Brandon Bell 
L 
l 


Nov. 21 prin 16-28 | back for his senior year, and the secondary should be another DEFENSE (5) 
se a ‘ ply ba | strength with three experienced veterans returning: corner- | pe 49 jorrence Brown(So.) 94 Evan Schwan (Sr) 
: at | back Grant Haley, free safety Marcus Allen and strong safe- 
atiner Tee tot | : f DT 41 Parker Cothren (Jr.) Tyrell Chavis (Jr.) 
| ty Malik Golden. John Reid, an impact freshman last year, is | DT 93 Antoine White (So.) 54 Robert Windsor (Fr.) 


DE 90 
OLB 40 
ILB 5 
OLB 11 


TOP 10 RECRUITS the likely starter at cornerback opposite Haley. 
3 One priority will be to create more turnovers. Penn State’s 
1. Miles Sanders, RB, Pittsburgh, PA 


4. Michal Menet. 06: Biiabora. PA | defensive backs intercepted only six passes last season. 
pp asigardaaninpeast acing | SPECIALISTS Joey Julius and Tyler Davis combined to hit 


: Hae ean tt hae tak MO 18-of-20 field-goal attempts last year, but that success rate ce bs 
5. Daniel Joseph, DE, Brampton, ON | was partly a byproduct of Penn State’s poor red zone offense; | ss 4 
6 Connor McGovern, C, Larksville, PA | only six of those 20 attempts were from 40 yards or more. FS 2 
7. Cameron Brown, OLB, Burtonsville, Mp | Given the Lions’ problems on kickoffs and extra points (Ju- SPECIAL TEAMS 

8. Zech McPhearson, CB, Columbia, MD | ‘lius missed four PATS), incoming freshman Alex Barbir will K 95. Tyler Davis ir) KR 7. Koa Farmer ($0, 

9. Tyrell Chavis, DT, Richmond, VA __ likely get a shot at the starting job in preseason practice. An- | — p 9? Daniel Pasquariello Jc] PR 3. DeAndre Thompkins (So.) 
10. Will Fries, OT, Cranford, NJ | other newcomer, punter Blake Gillikin, may get a chance to BOLD indicates returning starter 


_ fix one of Penn State's bigger liabilities the past two seasons. 


2015 RANKINGS | FINALANALYSIS ‘The recruiting gains of the past two years are start- 


| ing to have an impact, and the effect of the NCAA sanctions is fading, 
eee ses se it ea | but this program is not in the clear just yet. Since the end of the 2015 
rushing 4 ni 16 CO regular season, James Franklin has replaced his offensive and defen- 
Passing 21 45 ar | 74 | Sive coordinators and also hired two new position coaches. ‘The recon- 
Total 348.6 ypq9 13105 figured staff will have to figure out a way to energize an offense that 


ccc speaker ie MAR ranked 13th in the Big Ten last year in yards per game and 


Scoring 21.8 ppg % | 11th in scoring. It will also be looking to patch up a defense JP mae) IIa 


Rushing 151.0ypq ——B 43 that lost three starters from a highly effective front four. Still, 


Passing 173.5 ypg 3 g | the Lions are welcoming their third consecutive top-25 re- 


Total 324.5 ypg9 5 14 | Stuiting class this summer, so there is reason to believe they 
TOMARGIN” PERGAME BICTEN Mariowa, Dave the necessary talent for a breakthrough season. Wheth- 
i 40315 99 | er that breakthrough occurs in 2016 is a separate question. 


SAQUON BARKLEY © 
= f as 


“It was a pretty good football team last year. You 
put them in the West last year, they might have 
been a nine- or 10-win team.” 


— An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (9) 


Chris Godwin (Jr.) 84 Juwan Johnson (Fr.) 
Saeed Blacknall (Jr.} 85. Irvin Charles (Fr.) 
DaeSean Hamilton (Jr.) 10 Brandon Polk (So.) 
Paris Palmer (Sr.) 76 Sterling Jenkins (Fr. 
Derek Dowrey (Sr.) 52. Ryan Bates (Fr.) 
Brian Gaia (Sr.) 56 Wendy Laurent (Sr.) 
Brendan Mahon (Jr.) 77 Chasz Wright (So.) 
Andrew Nelson (Jr.) 60 Noah Beh [So.) 

Mike Gesicki (Jr.) 11 Brent Wilkerson (Sr.) 
Trace McSorley (So.) 4 Tommy Stevens (Fr.) 
Saquon Barkley (So.) 8 Mark Allen (So.) 


Garrett Sickels (Jr.) 97 Ryan Buchholz [Fr.) 
Jason Cabinda (Jr.) 33 Jake Cooper {So.) 
Nyeem Wartman-White [Sr.) 33 Jake Cooper (So.) 
Brandon Bell (Sr.) 43 Manny Bowen (So.) 


Grant Haley (Jr.) 21 Amani Oruwariye (So.] 
John Reid (So.) 17 Garrett Taylor (Fr.) 
Malik Golden (Sr.} 14. Jarvis Miller (Fr.) 
Marcus Allen (Jr.) 28 Troy Apke Ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Trace McSorley, 40-20-185-0, 2 TDs 
Rushing: Saquon Barkley, 182 att., 1,076 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Chris Godwin, 69 rec., 1,101 yds., 5 TDs 
Tackles: Jason Cabinda, 100 

Sacks: Brandon Bell, 5.5 

Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 


PSU got stuffed at or behind the 
line on 25.1 percent of rushes, 
120th in FBS. Too many Chris- 
tian Hackenberg passes came 
on second-and-long. 
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£8 RUTGERS SCARLET KNIGHTS | 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 87 ¢ BIG TEN EAST PREDICTION: 7 * PROJECTED RECORD: 3-9, 1-8 Big Ten 


Head Coach: Chris Ash 


Record at School: First Season 


Career Record: First Season 
Offensive Coordinator: Drew Mehringer 
Defensive Coordinator: Jay Niemann 

New Brunswick, NJ 


High Point Solutions Stadium (52,454) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


at Washington 
Howard 

New Mexico 
lowa 

at Ohio State 
Michigan 
Illinois 

at Minnesota 
Indiana 


at Michigan State 


Penn State 
at Maryland 


2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: 4-8, 1-7 


Norfolk State 


Washington State 


at Penn State 
Kansas 
Michigan State 
at Indiana 
Ohio State 

at Wisconsin 
at Michigan 
Nebraska 

at Army 
Maryland 


W 
L 
L 

Ww 


— 


Ww 
L 
L 
L 
L 
W 
L 


63-13 | 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE New offensive coordinator Drew Mehringer faces a chal- 


| where a dual-threat is essential to what the 28-year-old Mehringer 


34-37 | 


3-28 
27-14 
24-31 
55-62 

7-49 
10-48 


| cern because the only returnee on the unit with significant 


16-49 | 
14-31 | 
31-21 | 


41-46 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Trey Sneed, RB, Orange Park, FL 


2. Solamon Manning, LB, Colonia, NJ 
3. Tylin Oden, OB, Columbia, TN 
4. Nick Krimin, OL, South Amboy, NJ 


5. K.J. Gray, WR, Newark, NJ 
6. Elorm Lumor, LB, Piscataway, NJ 


7, Jonathan Pollock, LB, Orlando, FL 


8. Rashawn Battle, LB, Hawley, PA 


9 Tyreek Williams, LB, Sicklerville, NJ | 
10. Damon Hayes, CB, Upper Marlboro, MD | 
| 


2015 RANKINGS 


| opponents passed for 3,311 yards a year ago. Jay Niemann 
| will oversee all of it as the new defensive coordinator. 


la punt for another score last season, Grant has established 


| 


| 


| lives. While he inherited plenty of experience, there isn't an abundance 


| the dual-threat quarterback required to operate the power 
| spread. Defensively, Rutgers was a mess last year and looks 


OFFENSE PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL | 
Scoring 27.) ppg 7 78 
Rushing 169.9 ypg 7 65 
Passing 207.1ypg =s10 86 
Total 377.0 ypg «8 84 
DEFENSE © PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL | 
Scoring 34.9 ppg 12 104 
Rushing 186.1 ypg 12 84 
Passing 275.9 ypg = (12 119 
Total 462.0 ypg 13 112 
TOMARGIN PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL | 

1 017 8 9 85 
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| that runs contrary to what they have done in the past. Conditioning 
| has been geared toward getting them leaner and in better shape. 


| game. Wide receivers Janarion Grant, Andre Patton and 
| last year, but none has ever been the go-to guy, and depth is a 
| major concern on the unit. Returning running backs Robert 


| Martin and Josh Hicks, who combined for 1,437 yards and 


| Both have 1,000-yard potential. 


| toughest in school history — is unforgiving. Overhauling [Ryman ys. 


| 4-8 season would not be surprising. 


lenge in moving Rutgers to an up-tempo power spread attack: How 
does he get his roster, which was recruited for the pro-style offense 
that the program has relied on for nearly two decades, to adapt quickly? 

The change in style is a dramatic one, particularly at quarterback, 


wants out of the position. Chris Laviano, coming off an erratic first 
year as a starter, and backup Hayden Rettig are more scramblers than 
runners. So the overhaul may require a longer adjustment period than 
Mehringer would prefer. 

‘The four returning starters on the offensive line face an equally de- 
manding test because of the faster tempo and the no-huddle approach 


There's also a glaring lack of playmakers on offense in the passing | JANARION GRANT 


“They were just not a very good football team 
last year, and | don't see how they're going to be 
good this year.” 


Carlton Agudosi combined for 86 catches for 1,097 yards 


— An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR_ 1 Janarion Grant (Sr.) 84 John Tsimis (Sr.) 
WR 88 Andre Patton (Sr.) 87 Vance Matthews (Sr.) 
WR 13 Carlton Agudosi (Sr.) 3. Jawuan Harris (Fr.] 
LT 65. Tariq Cole (So,) 79 Tach Heeman (So.) 
LG 60 Dorian Miller (Jr.) 71 Marcus Applefield (So.) 

C 69 Derrick Nelson (Sr.) 73 Jonah Jackson [Fr.) 
RG 70 Chris Muller (Sr.) 66 Jacquis Webb (So. 
RT 77 J.J. Denman (Sr.) 71 Marcus Applefield (So. 
TE 42 Nick Arcidiacono(Sr.) 81 Matt Flanagan (Jr.) 
QB 5 Chris Laviano (Jr.) 11 Hayden Rettig [Jr.) 
RB 8 Josh Hicks (Jr.) Robert Martin (Jr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 53 Julian Pinnix-Odrick (Sr.)58 Kemoko Turay (Jr.) 

DT 91 Darius Hamilton (Sr.) 95 Jon Bateky [So.) 

DT 51 Sebastian Joseph Jr.) 99 Kevin Wilkins (So. 

DE 22 QuanzellLambert(Sr.) 98 Jimmy Hogan {So.] 
OLB 28 Najee Clayton (So.) 33. Greg Jones (Sr.) 
MLB 47 Isaiah Johnson [Sr.) 50 Jonathan Pollock (Fr.) 
OLB 26 Deonte Roberts (So.] 36. TJ. Taylor (Jr) 

CB 10 Blessuan Austin (So.) Ross Taylor-Douglas (Jr.) 

CB 11 IsaiahWharton(So.) 25  Jarius Adams (So. 

SS 29 Davon Jacobs (Sr.) 31. Anthony Cioffi (Sr.) 

FS 9 SaquanHampton(So.) 2 KiyHester (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 98 David Bonagura (J1.) KR 1 Janarion Grant (Sr.) 

P 99 Tim Gleeson (Sr.) PR 1 Janarion Grant (Sr.) 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Chris Laviano, 307-187-2,247-12, 16 TDs 
Rushing: Robert Martin, 141 att., 763 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Janarion Grant, 35 rec., 352 yds., 1 TDs 
Tackles: Isaiah Wharton, 57 

Sacks: Quanzell Lambert, 2.5 

Interceptions: Anthony Cioffi, 4 


10’ TDs as sophomores last season, are a dynamic 1-2 punch. 


DEFENSE With the return of fifth-year senior tackle Dari- 
us Hamilton — out last season with an injury — the defense 
gets back its best player and unquestioned leader. The front 
four will be the strength of the defense, with proven veter- 
ans Julian Pinnix-Odrick and Quanzell Lambert at the end 
spots. The X-factor is Kemoko Turay, a supremely talented 
pass rusher who can't seem to shake his injury issues. 

All three linebackers have to be replaced, and that’s a con- 


playing time is Deonte Roberts, who has made one start in 
his career. Isaiah Johnson will look to stake a claim to the 
middle linebacker position, but last year the senior couldn't 
crack the lineup of a defense that yielded 5,544 yards (sec- 
ond-most in school history) in 12 games. New head coach 
Chris Ash looked to address the unit’s issues with five line- 
backer recruits, three of whom were mid-January enrollees. 
After getting roughed up, the secondary should be im- 
proved through experience, with cornerbacks Isaiah Whar- 
ton and Blessuan Austin taking their lumps as true fresh- 
men. Kiy Hester, Davon Jacobs, Anthony Cioffi and Saquan 
Hampton give Rutgers depth and experience at safety after 


~ 


SPECIALISTS After returning three kickoffs for TDs and 


himself as one of the country’s most dangerous returners. 
Fifth-year senior Tim Gleeson is the frontrunner to win the 
open punting job. The placekicking duties appear headed to 
junior walk-on David Bonagura, who is looking to replace four-year 
starter Kyle Federico. Bonagura has yet to appear in a college game. 

FINAL ANALYSIS Ash, the former co-defensive coordinator at Ohio 
State, now gets a chance to see how the other half of the Big Ten 


of talent on the roster, and the schedule — perhaps the 


the offense figures to take some time since it currently lacks ; : . 
Rutgers’ overall scoring margin 


has fallen for four straight years, 
from plus-105 points in 2011 to 


to be only marginally better on paper. A repeat of last year’s 
2A sarge Sart cn minus-94 in 2015, 
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AP 


Chris Keane 


ILLINOIS FIGHTING ILLINI 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 74 * BIG TEN WEST PREDICTION: 6 * PROJECTED RECORD: 4-8, 2-7 Big Ten 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Lovie Smith 
Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: First Season | 
Offensive Coordinator: Garrick McGee 
Defensive Coordinator: Hardy Nickerson 
Champaign, IL © Memorial Stadium (60,670) 


[2016 SCHEDULE | 


Murray State 
North Carolina 
Sept. 17 Western Michigan 
at Nebraska 
Purdue 

Oct. 15 at Rutgers 
Oct. 22 at Michigan 
Minnesota 
Michigan State 
at Wisconsin 
Nov, 19 lowe 

Nov. 26 at Northwestern 


| 


2015 RESULTS _| 


FINAL RECORD: 5-7, 2-6 | 


Sept. § Kent State W 62-3 
Sept, 12 Western Illinois WhO 
Sept. 19 atNorth Caroling Lb 14-48 | 
Sept. 26 Middle Tennessee W 27-25 | 
Oct. 3 Nebraska W 14-13 | 
Oct. 10 atlowa L 20-29 | 
Oct. 24 Wisconsin L 13-24 | 
Oct. 31 at Penn State L 0-39 

Nov. 7 at Purdue W 48-14 | 
Nov. 14 Ohio State L 3-28 | 
Nov, 21 at Minnesota L 23-32 | 
Nov. 28 vs.Northwestern# L 14-24 | 


SChicago | 


TOP 10 RECRUITS | 


1. Eli Peters, OB, Jacksonville, FL 

2. Andrew Trainer, TE, Alexandria, VA 
3. Zarrian Holcombe, TE, Humble, TX | 
4. Dele Harding, LB, Elkton, MD 

§. Stanley Green, DB, East St. Louis, IL 

6. Kurt Gavin OL, Mokena, IL 

7. Eddy Fish, OL, Groton, MA 

8. Dominic Thieman, WR, Wilton Manors, FL 
9. Ayo Shogbonyo, LB, Arlington, TX 

10. Tre Nation, RB, Leeds, AL 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME IGTEN NATIONAL | 
Scoring 22.7 ppg 12 103 
Rushing 129.3ypg 14 WW 
Passing 243.4ypg = 3 4] 


Total 372.7 ypg 10 8B 


DEFENSE —PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL } 
Scoring 23.3 ppg 8 | 
Rushing 166.4ypg 11262 
Passing 184.4ypg 5 | 


Total 360.8 ypg = 9 30 
TOMARGIN — PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL | 
+4 +0334 37 


| homa State before transferring, enters his third year as a starter. At 
Illinois, Lunt has thrown only nine interceptions. His new head coach 


| Vaughn, who led the team with 723 yards — including 180 on 16 car- 
| ries in a win at Purdue — in 2015. 


| which cost him his sophomore season. Dudek had surgery 


| who are ready to fill the resulting void. Desmond Cain is 


| Justin Hardee returns after missing the 2015 season because 
| of injury. 


| immediate boost to the Illini defense as a graduate transfer. 


| SPECIALISTS Punter Ryan Frain averaged 40 yards in his 
| first year as a starter. Just 12 of his 70 boots ended up inside 
| the 20, a number he wants to improve. Kicker David Reis- 


| ner hit 6-of-11 field goals in 2014, including a game-winner | CB 7 Caleb Day (Sr.) 31 Cameron Watkins (Fr.) 
| against Penn State, but did not attempt a kick last season. S 2. Jaylen Dunlap Ur.) 8 Dillan Cazley (Sr.) 
He will be pushed in preseason drills by incoming freshman S 3 TaylorBarton(Sr.) 27. Ahmari Hayes (Jr) 


| different country,” Smith says. But he hasn't coached in college since the 
| 1995 season, when he worked with the defensive backs at Ohio State. 


| opponents went to bowls last season. To get to the postsea- 


| some upsets. 


OFFENSE ‘The guy pulling the trigger for the Illini offense knows his 
way around the Big Ten. Wes Lunt, who started his career at Okla- 


wants him to keep it up. 

“The easiest way to lose football games is if you don’t protect the 
football,” Lovie Smith says. “Nobody harps on the turnover ratio as 
much as we do.” 

Lunt has a talented playmaker behind him at tailback in Ke’Shawn 


On the second day of spring practice, the Illini suffered a blow — for 
the second consecutive year. Mike Dudek, who broke the freshman 
receiving record at Illinois in 2014 with 1,038 yards, tore the ACL 
in his right knee. It was the same injury he suffered in April 2015, 


“Offensively, it’s going to be interesting to see 
what they come up with, I'm assuming with Gar- 
rick McGee it will be the Babby Petrino system.” 


on April 12. It’s a serious loss, although there are players 


coming off a 53-catch freshman season. Malik Turner enters 


his third season and was third on the team with 39 catches. — An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (5) 
WR 46 Desmond Cain (S0,) 9 Sam Mays [So.] 
WR 11. Malik Turner (Jr.) & Dionte Taylor (St) 
WR 19 Justin Hardee (Sr.) 88 Zach Grant (Sr.} 

LT 57 Austin Schmidt (Sr.) 52 Adam Solomon (Fr) 
LG 53 Nick Allegretti (So.) 79 Zach Heath (Jr.) 

C71 Joe Spencer (Sr.) 76 Zeke Martin (Fr.) 
RG 72 Gabe Megginson (Fr.) 74 Connor Brennan (Sr.) 
RT 67 Christian DiLauro(Jr.) 52 Adam Solomon {Fr.) 
TE 87 Tyler White (Sr.) 89 Andrew Davis (Sr.) 


The Illini line is set at tackle, where starters Christian 
DiLauro and Austin Schmidt return. 
DEFENSE ‘The strength of Hardy Nickerson’s crew will be 
up front. Three starters return, led by end Dawuane Smoot, 
who had a team-best eight sacks last season. Other than 
Lunt, no player is as important to the team as Smoot. Rob 
Bain and Chunky Clements are back to fill the tackle spots. 

Nickerson’s son — also named Hardy — will provide an 


Last year, Nickerson led California with 112 tackles. QB 12 Wes Lunt (Sr.) 7 Chayce Crouch [S0.) 
Opposing quarterbacks are going to have to keep an eye | RB 5 Ke'Shawn Vaughn So.) Tre Nation (F.) 

out for safety Taylor Barton. He led the Illini with four in- DEFENSE (4) 

terceptions in 2015 and is back for more. The Illini lost three | DE 6 Carroll Phillips (Sr. 45 Henry McGrew (So.] 

starters in the secondary. Jaylen Dunlap will fill one of the | DT 16 Rob Bain (Sr.) 55. Jamal Milan (Fr.) 


DT 11 ChunkyClements(Sr.) 94 Tito Odenigho (So.) 
DE 91 Dawuane Smoot (Sr.) Tymir Oliver [Fr.) 
LB 33 Tre Watson (So.) 40 Mike Svetina (Sr.) 
LB Hardy Nickerson (Sr) 44 Julian Jones [So.) 
LB 5 James Crawford (Jr.) 32 Justice Williams (Fr) 
CB 24 Darius Mosely (Sr.] 12. Chris James (So.] 


spots. The cornerbacks will be new, with Darius Mosely a 
good bet to start. 


James McCourt. The return game lost V’Angelo Bentley to 
graduation. He ranked as one of the best in school history. 
No replacement was picked in the spring, meaning it could 
be a training camp decision. 
FINAL ANALYSIS Smith has gone back to school. After 
21 years away from the college game, the former Chicago Bears and 
Tampa Bay Bucs head coach is in charge at Illinois. 

“T think that’s a [misconception], that you're in the NFL, so you're in a 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 38 David Reisner (Sr.) 
P 13. Ryan Frain (Sr.} 


KR 7 Caleb Day (Sr) 
PR 24 Darius Mosely Sr. 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Wes Lunt, 481-270-2,761-6, 14 TDs 
Rushing: Ke'Shawn Vaughn, 157 att., 723 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Malik Turner, 39 rec.. 510 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Taylor Barton, 56 

Sacks: Dawuane Smoot, 8.0 

Interceptions: Taylor Barton, 4 


Smith is the ninth head coach at Illinois since 1979. Only one (John 
Mackovic) left on his own terms. 

Smith will be tested early and often in his rookie season 
with games against North Carolina, Nebraska, Wisconsin, 


Michigan, Michigan State and Iowa. Nine of this season’s Illinois allowed only 4.9 yards 


per play in 2015 (23rd in FBS), a 
1.1-yard improvement compared 


son against that schedule, the Illini are going to have to pull 
to the 6.0 allowed in 2014. 
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e3 ‘OVVA HAWKEYES 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 20 « BIG TEN WEST PREDICTION: 1 * PROJECTED RECORD: 10-3, 7-2 Big Ten 


OFFENSE Entering his senior season, C.J Beathard is the focus of 
TEAM INFORMATION two questions that will go a long way in determining Iowa's success. 
| The first: What can Beathard do for an encore after what he accom- 
plished last season? The second: Can he stay healthy? 

Beathard has set the bar high for himself and for the team after lead- 
ing Iowa to 12-2 record and the Big Ten West Division title. The sea- 
son ended on a down note as Iowa lost to Michigan State 16-13 in the 
Big Ten Championship Game before being humiliated by Stanford 


Head Coach: Kirk Ferentz 

Record at School: 127-87 (17 years} 
Career Record: 139-108 (20 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Greg Davis 
Defensive Coordinator: Phil Parker 

lowa City, IA © Kinnick Stadium (70,585) 


2016 SCHEDULE 45-16 in the Rose Bowl. But it still doesn’t erase or diminish what 

Sept. 3 Miami (Ohio) Beathard and his cohorts accomplished. Sophomore Tyler Wiegers is 

Sept. 10 Iowa State expected to be Beathard’s backup for the second consecutive season. 

Sept, 17 North Dakota St. Towa averaged 181.7 rushing yards per game and returns many of 

Sept. 24 at Rutgers the key players who made that happen, including three starters on the 

Oct. 1 Northwestern offensive line and three of the top four running backs. Senior LeShun 

re H : cic Daniels and junior Akrum Wadley combined for more than 1,100 

Oct. 22 Wisconsin rushing yards and 15 touchdowns. “walked : ith them: You falt tik 

Nov. § at Penn State Senior Matt VandeBerg also returns at receiver after lead- ssedcriake Bland eee tle leet a get, 
; "A <_ : you could move the ball between the 20s, and 

Nov. 12. Michigan ing Iowa in catches (65) and receiving yards (703). Iowa likes thea it got realivtsuch inthered " 

Nov. 19 at Illinois to use its tight ends as receivers, and senior George Kittle has de bilan Cogn Alisha set: 

Nov. 25 Nebraska shown big-play capability. Six of his 20 catches last season — An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


resulted in touchdowns. 


2015 RESULTS DEFENSE ‘The 2016 defense would look a lot better on DEPTH CHART 
FINAL RECORD: 12-2, 8-0 paper with All-Big Ten defensive end Drew Ott returning OFFENSE (5) 
Sept. 5 Illinois State W 31-14 for a fifth season, but his appeal to the NCAA for a medical | WR 9 Jerminic Smith [So 3 Jay Scheel (So.) 
Sept. 12 at lowa State W 31-17 | redshirt was denied. Still, the unit looks formidable without | WR 89 Matt VandeBerg(Sr.) 10 Jonathan Parker (1. 
Sept. 19 Pittsburgh fot) W 27-24 | him as eight starters return, including three in a secondary LT 64 Cole Croston (St) 71 Brett Waechter (Fr) 
Sept. 26 North Texas W 62-16 highlighted by Desmond King. The 2015 Jim Thorpe Award LG 52. Boone Myers Lic! 73 Ryan Ward (Sr) 
Oct. 3 atWisconsin W 106) - , : : ; C 79 Sean Welsh (Jr.) 54 Steve Ferentz (Sr.} 
Oct. 10° IMtinois W 29-99 | Winner is not only a lock-down cornerback (he tied Iowa’s | pe 78 James Daniels (S0.} 69 Keegan Render (So. 
Oct. 17 atNorthwestern  W 40-19 | Single-season record with eight interceptions last season) but | RT 75 Ike Boettger (Jr. 76 Datton Ferguson (So.) 
Oct. 31 Maryland W 31-15 | also one of the Big Ten’s best return specialists. TE 46 George Kittle (Sr) 92 Jameer Outsey (So.) 
Nov. 7 atindiana W 5-27 | ‘Three players return on the defensive line with starting ex- | QB 16 C.J. Beathard Sr.) 8 Tyler Wiegers [So.] 
Nov. 14 Minnesota W 40-35 | perience, including both tackles. Senior Jaleel Johnson and | RB 2 LeShun Daniels (Sr) 25 Akrum Wadley (Jr.) 
Nov. 21 Purdue W 40-20 | junior Nathan Bazata both started every game inside last | FB 45 Drake Kulick (Jr) 36 Brady Ross (Fr. 
Nov. 27 at Nebraska W 26-20 | season and more than held their own. Johnson showed star | DEFENSE (8) 
Dec. 5 vs. Michigan State’ L 13-16 potential at times, finishing with 5.5 tackles for a loss and | DE 9% MattNelson (So.) 90 Sam Brincks [So.) 
Jan. 1 vs.Stanford# = L645 | four sacks. DT 67 Jaleel Johnson {Sr.) 56 Faith Ekakitie (Sr. 
Sadarauls ee8m Two of the three linebacker positions have returning start- | OT 99 Nathan Bazata(Jr.) 88. Jake Hulett Ur.) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS ers, led by junior middle linebacker Josey Jewell. He led Iowa ae _ ksh i i tame (re) 
oe | with 126 tackles last season, earning second-team All-Big MLB 43 Josey Jewell (Jr. 22 Angela Garbut (Fr. 
idea sara caste by Ten accolades. OLB 31 Aaron Mends (So.) 48 Jack Hockaday (So.] 
2. Nate Stanley, 0B, Menomonie, WI Joining King as returning starters in the secondary are se- CB 13 Greg Mabin (Sr.) 15 Josh Jackson (So.) 
4. Noah Fant, Te, Omaha, NE ; nior cornerback Greg Mabin and junior strong safety Miles CB 14 Desmond King (Sr.) 15 Josh Jackson (So.} 
4. Amani Hooker, S, Minneapolis, MN Taylor. Mabin has started 26 games opposite King the past | SS 19 Miles Taylor (Jr.) 12 Anthony Gair (Sr.) 
5. Toks Akinribade, RB, Brownsburg, IN two seasons. The one hole in the secondary is at free safety, | FS 37 Brandon Snyder (So) 30 Jake Gervase (So.) 
6. Alaric Jackson, OT, Detroit, MI where Jordan Lomax started the past two seasons. SPECIAL TEAMS 


7. Kyle Taylor, LB, Silver Spring, MD 

8. Manny Rugamba, WR, Naperville, IL 
9, Romeo McKnight, DE, Skokie, IL 
10. Chauncey Golston, DE, Detroit, MI 


2015 RANKINGS 


SPECIALISTS ‘This is arguably the biggest concern on the 
team, considering both the starting kicker and punter from 
last season have to be replaced. Sophomore Mick Ellis has 
the most experience among the placekickers, but he was list- 
ed as the backup behind walk-on Miguel Recinos through- 
out spring practice. Recinos made his only two PATS last season but 


K 91 Miguel Recinos (So.} 
P 7 Colten Rastetter (Fr.) 


KR _ 14 Desmond King (Sr. 
PR _ 14 Desmond King (Sr.] 


BOLD indicates returning 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: C.J. Beathard, 362-223-2.809-5, 17 TDs 


Starter 


OFFENSE —-PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL | has not attempted a field goal. Ellis made all seven of his extra-point Rushing: LeShun Daniels, 145 att., 646 yds., 8 TDs 

Scoring 30.9 ppg 5 54 attempts as a true freshman in 2014 but missed his only field goal at- _| Receiving: Matt VandeBerg, 65 rec., 703 yds., 4 TDs 

Rushing 181.7 ypg 5 a9 tempt. Most of the return duties will be handled by King. Tackles: Josey Jewell, 126 

— Hs ' FINALANALYSIS It might be asking too much of Beathard and King | Saks: Jalee Johnson, (0 

«1 ypg iY : , Interceptions: Desmond King, 8 

aiaiat > MAT RR aL Ie lead their supporting cast to another undefeated regular 

Scoring 20-4 ppq 5 19 | season. But the pieces are in place on both offense and de- 

Rushing 121.4ypg 4 15 fense for Iowa to be a force again. Keeping Beathard healthy etai-oe tram 200Sk 

Passing 219.6ypg iB 49 | Will be paramount to Iowa's success. The running game also rows eae SUS ANE = 

Total 341.0 ypg 6 0 will be crucial, as it - ee season. de ato on ae His Aaeaeed be ea 2 
running game as much as Iowa, even with Beathard working ' 1970; = 

Ey ¥ se = a at his magic behind center. 2015, they were 5-1 [.833). @ 


100 ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2016 


Head Coach: Tracy Claeys 

Record at School: 2-4 {<1 year] 
Career Record: 2-4 (<1 year] 
Offensive Coordinator: Jay Johnson 
Defensive Coordinator: Jay Sawel 
Minneapolis, MN © TCF Bank Stadium (52, 625) | 


P2016 SCHEDULE 


| points per game. Claeys, the former defensive coordinator who took 
| over as head coach when Jerry Kill retired last October, fired offensive 
| coordinator Matt Limegrover and quarterbacks coach Jim Zebrowski. 
| Claeys hired Jay Johnson from Louisiana-Lafayette as the new coordi- 


Oregon State 
Indiana State 
Colorado State 
at Penn State 
lowa 

at Maryland 
Rutgers 

at Illinois 
Purdue 

at Nebraska 
Northwestern 
at Wisconsin 


2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: 6-7, 2-6 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


TCU L 17-23 | 
at Colorado State (ot)W 23-20 
Kent State W 10-7 | 
Ohio W 27-24 
at Northwestern L 0-27 
at Purdue W 41-13 
Nebraska L 25-48 | 
Michigan L 26-29 | 
at Ohio State Lo 14-28 | 
at lowa L 36-40 | 
Illinois W 32-23 | 
Wisconsin L 21-31 
vs. Central Michigan #W 21-14 
#Ovick Lane Bowt | 


1, Seth Green, OB, Allen, TX 
2. Carter Coughlin, LB, Eden Prairie, MN 
3. Tyler Johnson, WR, Minneapolis, MN 


4. Sam Schlueter, OT, Victoria, MN 
5, Kamal Martin, LB, Burnsville, MN 


MINNESOTA GOLDEN GOPHERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 60 * BIG TEN WEST PREDICTION: 5 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 3-6 Big Ten 


TEAM INFORMATION| 


6. Phillip Howard, ATH. Minneapolis, MN 


7. Garrison Wright, OT, Beattie, KS* 


8. Drew Hmielewski, WR, Marshall, MN 
9. Kiondre Thomas, CB, Fort Smith, AR 
10. Thomas Barber, LB, Plymouth, MN 


| are convinced they can contend for a Big Ten West title this season. 


| says. “It’s hard for anybody to argue at tailback [that] we're pretty good. 


_ guard Vincent Calhoun and left tackle Garrison Wright. 


_ Smith, two running backs who combined for 1,379 yards as 
| freshmen last year. 


| omore KiAnte Hardin could jump right into starting roles, 


; : C 71 Tyler Moore (So.) 60 Matt Leidner Ur.) 
| and there is young talent in reserve. RG 76 Vincent Cathoun (Jr) 62 Jared Weyler (So.) 
The linebackers are strength of this defense, led by Jack | RT 79 Jonah Pirsig (Sr.) 74 Nick Connelly (Fr.) 
Lynn and Cody Poock. The pass rush needs work, especially | TE 86 BrandonLingen(Jr.) 80 Nate Wozniak (Jr.) 
at defensive end. But the Gophers look vastly improved at | QB 7 Mitch Leidner Sr.) 11. Demry Croft (So.) 
defensive tackle this spring with Steven Richardson healthy | RB 77 Shannon Brooks (So) 24 Rodney Smith (So.) 
and junior college transfer Merrick Jackson plugging holes. DEFENSE (7) 
“I think we are very comparable [on defense],” Claeys says. | DE 87 Gaelin Elmore Ur] 91. Julien Kafo (So.] 
| “We can run in the secondary again, and it will probably be | DT 96 Steven Richardson (Jr.) 99 Andrew Stelter (Jr.) 
our best speed overall at linebacker.” DT 97 Scott Ekpe Sr.) 93 Merrick Jackson (r.) 
SPECIALISTS ‘The Gophers need to replace Peter Mortell, i: 99, (Henk Eepa tS} rah ste ee ate 
: : : B 13 Jonathan Celestin (Jt) 20 Julian Huff (So.) 
| whose 44.0-yard punting average was the best in school his- | 1g 49 Cody Poock (Jr) 54 Nick Ralls (Sr) 
tory. Their best option is Ryan Santoso, who just happens to | 1g §9 Jack Lynn (sr) Carter Coughtin (Fr) 
be the team’s best kicker after making 17-of-21 field goals | ¢B 5 Jalen Myrick (Sr.) 25 Ray Butord (Fr. 
last year and all 31 extra point attempts. Claeys doesn’t want CB 3. KiAnte Hardin (So.) 34 Antonio Shenault (So.] 
one person to handle both jobs. Emmit Carpenter could be S 7 Damarius Travis (St) 8 Duke McGhee (Jr) 
| the placekicker this fall, with Santoso handling the punt- S 6 Ace Rogers (Sr) 4 Adekunle Ayinde (Jr) 
| ing and longer field goals. The team’s top kickoff returner SPECIAL TEAMS 


| (Myrick) and punt returner (Hardin) are both back. 


OFFENSE With veteran quarterback Mitch Leidner, a fleet of run- 
ning back talent and a retooled offensive line, the Minnesota Gophers 


“Wide receiver — we should be awfully good,” coach Tracy Claeys 


I would say tight end-wise, we can be as good as anybody. If we get our 
offensive line straightened out, I think we'll score a lot more points 
than we did this last year.” 

The Gophers ranked next to last in the Big Ten in scoring, at 22.5 


nator/quarterbacks coach, and tabbed former Wisconsin assistant Bart 
Miller to coach the offensive line. To further bolster the O-line, Claeys 
signed two well-regarded junior college players — right 


SHANNON BROOKS 


“They're kind of like most of the teams in the 
division in that they recruit to their makeup and 


All this was good news to Shannon Brooks and Rodney thoy're tolishs They letthelcglive Mattias 


— An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR 82 Drew Wolitarsky (Sr.] 12 
WR §8 Rashad Still (So.) Isaiah Gentry (So.) 
WR 9 Eric Carter (Jr.) 26 Brian Smith (Jr.) 

LT 78 Garrison Wright (Jr.) 70 Chad Fahning (Jr.) 

LG 55 Connor Mayes (Jr.) 58 Quinn Oseland (Fr.) 


DEFENSE ‘Things won't change much on defense under 
new coordinator Jay Sawvel, promoted from defensive backs 
coach. Minnesota had the nation’s 11th-best pass defense, 
but now the Gophers need to replace two outstanding cor- 
nerbacks, Eric Murray and Briean Boddy-Calhoun. Fortu- 
nately for the Gophers, that’s a position where they've done 
some of their best recruiting. Senior Jalen Myrick and soph- 


Hunter Register (Fr.) 


~ 


K 38 Emmit Carpenter (So.) 
P 18 Ryan Santoso (Jr.) 


KR 5 Jalen Myrick (Sr.) 
PR 3 KiAnte Hardin (So.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


FINAL ANALYSIS Most of the skill players are back on of- 
fense. Leidner has recovered from foot surgery and is enter- 


(nA 


Tom Ly 


*junior college transfer | 


2015 RANKINGS | 


ing his third full year as a starter. His completion percentage 
improved from 51.5 percent to 59.5 percent the past two years. Claeys 
addressed the team’s two most glaring holes — offensive line and de- 


pK eee we a pease | fensive tackle — with an infusion of junior college talent. 
Posting a a ‘ ; | After going 8-5 the previous two years, the Gophers took a step back 
Passing 71 48 mo 7 | last season. They finished the regular season at 5—7 and qualified for a 
Total 258.9 yop 12103 | bowl game only because the NCAA didn't have enough six-win teams. 
a TT ) But Leidner led them over Central Michigan in the Quick 
Scoring 25.2 ppg 9 5 | Lane Bowl, snapping the program's seven-game bowl losing 
Rushing 166.4ypq10=Ss)«|« Sttea : 
Passing 179.5 ypg 4 n | Minnesota is determined to use that asa springboard, es- 
Total 345.9 ypg 7 04 pecially with TCU, Michigan and Ohio State coming off the 
JOMARGIN PERGAME BIGTEN NATIONAL | schedule. Added up, the Gophers should return to a bowl 

af 431 10 92 | game for the fifth straight season. 


Tackles: Cody Poock, 99 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Mitch Leidner, 407-242-2,701-11, 14 TDs 
Rushing: Shannon Brooks, 119 att., 709 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Drew Wolitarsky, 39 rec., 624 yds., 3 TDs 


Sacks: Steven Richardson, 3. 
Interceptions: Jalen Myrick, 3 


Per247Sports, UM's 2016 signing 
class ranked ninth in the Big 
Ten. That's the Gophers’ highest 
conference ranking since 2009. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 101 


( 


/ NEBRASKA CORNHUSKERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 3] * BIG TEN WEST PREDICTION: 2 » PROJECTED RECORD: 8-4, 6-3 Big Ten 


OFFENSE Husker fans were encouraged not only by a bowl victory 
against UCLA but also by the way it was accomplished, with a sea- 
son-high 326 rushing yards. 
Career Record: 99-87 (16 years Quarterback Tommy Armstrong Jr., the bowl’s offensive MVP, was 
Offensive Coordinator: Danny langsdorf «| efficient in his passing and decision-making, something that needs to 
Defensive Coordinator: Mark Banker | continue. Though he passed for 3,030 yards last season, he also threw 
Lincoln, NE * Memorial Stadium (85,000) 16 interceptions. Touted freshman Patrick O’Brien, a pro-style quar- 
_ terback suited to Danny Langsdorf’s system, enrolled for second se- 
2016 SCHEDULE mester and went through spring practice. He could be No. 2 come fall. 
The Huskers have a wealth of receivers, led by Jordan Westerkamp, 


TEAM INFORMATION 
Head Coach: Mike Riley 
Record at School: 6-7 (1 year] 


_ ; is cnt Alonzo Moore and Brandon Reilly, the fastest of the group. Wester- 
Sept. 17 Oregon kamp, who has the best hands, led the Huskers with 65 catches (sec- 
Sept. 24 at Northwestern ond-most in Nebraska history) for 918 yards (third-most) and seven 
Oct. 1 Illinois touchdowns. Tight end Cethan Carter, a proven receiver, has stepped 
Oct. 15 at Indiana | up as a blocker and appears headed for an NFL future. 

Oct. 22 Purdue | Armstrong also has three running backs with whom to 

Oct. 27 at Wisconsin | share the ball-carrying load: Terrell Newby, Devine Ozigbo 

Nov. 5 at Ohio State and Mikale Wilbon. The plan is to again to use a fullback, 

oo 4 ey | and not just as a blocker. 

Nok 5 at lone | The question mark is up front. Nick Gates and Dylan Utter 


are the only returning starters and the only linemen with 
meaningful experience. Gates moves to left tackle from the 


2015 RESULTS 


right side, and Utter moves from left guard to center. OFFENSE (6) 

FINAL RECORD: 6-7, 3-5 | DEFENSE Assignments were restructured, with former | WR 82 Alonzo Moore (Sr. 8 Stanley Morgan Jr. (So.) 
Sept. 5 BYU { 28-33. Husker John Parrella replacing Hank Hughes as line coach. | WR 87 Brandon Reilly (St. 7 Derrion Grim (Fr. 
Sept. 12 South Alabama W 48-9 | Tn addition, coordinator Mark Banker is working with the wR | Jordan Westerkamp(Sr.] 15 De Momay Pierson-Et Ut) 
Sept. 19° at Miami (ot) L 33-36 safeties, allowing Brian Stewart to focus on the cornerbacks LT 68 Nick Gates (So.] 56 Christian Gaylord [Fr 
Sept. 26 Southern Miss W 36-28 ie tai : 3 : LG 67 Jerald Foster (So.] 74 Jalin Bamett (Fr.) 
Oct. 3 atillinais L 13-14 Defensive line is a major concern with the departure of C 66 Dylan Utter (Sr.) 79 Michael Decker (Fr. 
Oct. 10 Wisconsin | 2-4 | four tackles with a season of eligibility remaining, two by | gg 63 Tanner Farmer (So.) 58 Corey Whitaker (Sr.) 
Oct. 17 atMinnesota W. 49-25 | way of the NFL Draft, one transfer and another who decid- | Rt 77 David Knevel Ue) 73. Sam Hahn (Sr) 
Oct. 24 Northwestern L 28-39 | ed to focus on graduate school. That leaves Kevin Maurice TE 11 Cethan Carter (Sr.) 84 Sam Cotton (Sr.) 
Oct. 31 at Purdue L 45-55 | as the only tackle with starting experience: one game. The | QB 4 Tommy Armstrong(Sr.) i7 Ryker Fyfe [Sr.) 
Nov. 7 Michigan State © W 39-38 | ends are similarly inexperienced. Ross Dzuris and Freedom | RB 34 Terrell Newby (Sr. 22 Devine Ozigho (So.] 
Nov. 14 at Rutgers W 31-14 | Akinmoladun have eight starts between them. DEFENSE (5) 
Nov. 27 lowa L ie The Huskers are deep in linebackers. Coach Trent Bray DE 91 Freedom Akinmoladun (So.} 9 DaiShon Neal {Fr,) 
Dee. 26. ¥s. UCLA W 37-2) has at least six from which to choose, led by seniors Josh | DT 44 Mick Stoltenberg (So.) 94 Khalil Davis (Fr. 

Hesefamstt Banderas and Michael Rose-Ivey and sophomore Dedrick | OT 55 Kevin Maurice (Sr. % Carlos ep (Fr.) 

0 Young, who tied Banderas for fourth on the team in tackles. | DE 68 Ross Dzuris (Sr 32 Alex Davis Fr) 

TOF W RECRUITS The top two tacklers were safety Nate Gerry and corner- | 48 52 JoshBanderas(Sr.)_ 49. Chris Weber (Jc) 
1. Lamar Jackson, DB, Elk Grove, CA LB 15 Michael Rose-Ivey (Sr.) 12 Luke Gifford (So.] 


| back Joshua Kalu. The others in the secondary will be talent- 


2. John Raridon, OL, West Des Moines. A od but young and inexperienced. LB . 
3, Patrick O'Brien, OB, San Juan Capistrano, CA | Nebraska ranked No. 122 nationally in passing yards al- o 10 
: ee Sa 08, pagan CA | lowed per game. Obviously, that must improve. 525 
Aiplielailst <stleed | SPECIALISTS Sam Foltz led the conference with a 44.2- S 2% 


6, Bryan Brokop, OL, New Lenox, IL 


7. Quayshon Alexander, LB, Prospect Par, HJ yard average and earned the Eddleman-Fields Big Ten Punt- SPECIAL TEAMS 
B. 1.0. Spielman, WR, Eden Prairie, MN er of the Year Award. He had 16 punts of 50 yards or more, K 36 Drew Brown (Jr) KR 87 Brandon Reilly (Sr) 
a : | and his career average (42.6) ranks fifth all-time at Nebraska. P 27 Sam Foltz (Sr.} PR 15 De'Mornay Pierson-El (Jr) 


9. Tony Butler, CB, Lakewood, OH 
10. Tre Bryant, RB, St. Louis, MO 


2015 RANKINGS 


Drew Brown, second-team All-Big Ten, is on pace to break 
| school career records for field goals and scoring, after setting a 
Husker sophomore record by kicking 21 field goals. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Nebraska lost seven games in Mike Riley's first 


DEPTH CHART 


Ce 
A , *= 


ave nyt 

ee » + 
‘tye a 

- 


JORDAN WESTERKAMP = 


“Tommy Armstrong is kind of a square peg ina 
round hole, but it looked like he bought into what 
they're trying to accomplish.” 


— An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


Dedrick Young (So.) 3 Marcus Newby (Jr) 
Chris Jones (Jr.) 6 Eric Lee Jr. [Fr.} 
Joshua Kalu (Jr.) Lamar Jackson [Fr.) 
Nate Gerry [Sr.) 16 Antonio Reed (So. 
Aaron Williams (So.} 4 Avery Anderson (F1,) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Tommy Armstrong Jr., 402-222-3,030-16, 22 TDs 
Rushing: Terrell Newby, 147 att., 765 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Jordan Westerkamp, 65 rec., 918 yds., 7 TDs 
Tackles: Nate Gerry, 79 

Sacks: Freedom Akinmoladun, 4.5 

Interceptions: Nate Gerry, 4 


Special teams abandoned the 
Huskers: Nebraska's field position 
margin fell by 8.9 yards per pos- 
session in Mike Riley's first year. 


ea 8 - = acre | season, something that last happened in 2007. But four of the losses 
Teshig 180.0 : 4 52 | Were by three or fewer points and the first was a result of a Hail Mary 
Passing 266.9 ypg = 2 33 Pass. So 6-7 was closer to the consistent nine-win seasons of Riley's 
Total 4469 ypg 2 34 predecessor, Bo Pelini, than it might seem, without the personal melt- 
Sasa; | ie? Bo vl downs that became an embarrassment. 
Scoring 27.8 ppq 10 16 Riley's engaging personality and his aggressive approach 
Rushing 109.8ypg 2 9 to recruiting have bought him time. And despite a schedule 
Passing 290.5ypg«13.—=S«*122 with the toughest Big Ten opponents on the road, there’s 
Total 400.4 ypq 10 64 one, in Lincoln. ee would = ee If 

| the breaks were to go Nebraska's way, and given the weaker 
es af = seg sh Po division, the Huskers could reach the Big Ten title game. 
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Timm Umphrey 


Margaret Bowles 


NORTHWESTERN WILDCATS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 44 « BIG TEN WEST PREDICTION: 4 « PROJECTED RECORD: 7-5, 4-5 Big Ten 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE ‘The Northwestern offense must make significant upgrades 


in passing (120th in yards per game) and big plays, where it ranked last 

lesdepresarhe ens au nationally in percentage of plays 10 yards or longer (14.2). Quarterback 
Career Record: 70-56 (10 aa Clayton Thorson’s development will help. Now the clear-cut starter, the 
Offensive Coordinator: Mick McCall sophomore improved his footwork and decisiveness during the winter. 
Defensive Coordinator: Mike Hankwitz “He had arm strength and ball speed all the time,” offensive coordina- 
Evanston, IL © Ryan Field (47,130) | tor Mick McCall says. “It was just getting his feet set in the right spot 

and anticipating the break, anticipating someone getting open.” 
2016 SCHEDULE A drops-prone receiving corps needs recently converted players like 
| Marcus McShepard (defensive back) and Solomon Vault (running 


ri 4 Toe | back) to contribute immediately. Austin Carr, who has strong chem- 
Sept. 17 Duke | istry with Thorson, could become his No. 1 target. Northwestern has 
Sept. 24 Nebraska | little recent production from taller receivers, but redshirt freshman 
Oct. 1 atlowa | Charlie Fessler shows promise. 

Oct. 15 at Michigan State | Running back is the unit’s most secure position. Justin Jackson has 
Oct. 22 Indiana | 2,605 rushing yards in his first two seasons, but the staff will 

Oct. 29 at Ohio State | try to lighten his load in 2016. Senior Warren Long and 
rs : oe | explosive redshirt freshman John Moten IV will contribute. calhen 
Now. 19. st Minnesota | Offensive line play has been spotty, but Northwestern: re- 

Nov. 26 | turns an experienced and versatile group that blocked well 


Illinois 
| late in games. 
McCall recognizes that the playbook must expand for the 


Wildcats to come close to 10 wins again. Development at 


FINAL RECORD: 10-3, 6-2 | receiver is pivotal because Thorson can handle more respon- | yp 9) Austin Carr (Sr) 82 Andrew Scanlan (Sr. 
Sept. 5 Stanford W 16-6 | sibility. “We need to get back to pitching and catching the | wR 17 MarcusMcShepard Ur) 2. Flynn Nagel (So.) 
Sept. 12 Eastern Illinois Ws 41-0 | football,” McCall says. WR 4 Solomon Vault (Jr.) 6 Jelani Roberts (So.) 
Sept. 19 at Duke W 19-10 | | DEFENSE Northwestern became a defense-driven team in LT 72 Blake Hance (So.) 71 Tommy Doles (So. 
Sept. 26 Ball State W 26-19 | | 2015 as it led the nation in fewest passing touchdowns al- LG 68 Connor Mahoney (Sr.] 70 Shane Mertz (Sr) 
Oct. 3 Minnesota W o27-0 lieved Chive) and ranked Soruuthonalive? 4 1 C 69 Brad North Ur) 63. lan Park (Sr.] 
Oct. 10 at Michigan L038), F AOES MVE) ane Banke Sevene ron y in yards per play | Re 63 lan Park (Sr) 65 Jared Thomas (Fr.) 
Oct. 17. lowa L 10-49 | allowed (4.5). The Wildcats hub once again looks solid with | pr 7% Eric Olson (sr) 75 Ben Oxley (So) 
Oct. 24 at Nebraska W 40-28 | national awards candidate Anthony Walker at middle line- | TE 9 Garett Dickerson Ur) 19 Jayme Taylor (S0.) 
Nov, 7 Penn State W 23-21 | backer, dynamic junior Godwin Igwebuike at safety, senior | QB 18 ClaytonThorson(So.) 7 Matt Alviti Ur) 
Nov. 14 Purdue W 21-14 | Matthew Harris at cornerback and the ability to go five deep | RB 21 Justin Jackson(Jr.) 13 Warren Long (Sr. 
Nov. 21 at Wisconsin W 13-7 | at defensive tackle. DEFENSE (6) 
Mas a * eek : A se fit The Wildcats need to replenish their depth at end after los- | pe 99. yavier Washington Uc) 97. Joe Gaziano (Fr) 
| ing Deonte Gibson and Dean Lowry, who combined for 12 | py 99 ¢.J. Robbins (Sr) 92 Fred Wyatt (So.) 
Chicago #Dutback Bowl ; P ‘ n M $ 
sacks and 26 tackles for a loss last year. Ifeadi Odenigbo isa } pT 67 TylerLancaster(Jr.) 99 Jordan Thompson (So.] 
TOP 10 RECRUITS gifted pass rusher (13.5 career sacks) who must show he’s an | DE 7 Ifeadi Odenigbo (Sr. 54 Trent Goens [Fr.) 
; epee ' every-down player. The spot opposite Odenigbo is critical, | LB 32 Nate Hall (So.) 42. Joseph Jones (Sr.) 
1. Jeremy Larkin, RB, Cincinnati, OH =| and a tackle like C.J. Robbins could slide over. LB 18 Anthony Walker (Jr.) 53 Cameron Queiro (So. 
2. Roderick Campbell, CB, St. Louis. M0 Once a huge weakness, the secondary has become one of | LB 51 Jaylen Prater (Sr.) 46 Nathan Fox (Ft) 
s Tommy Carnifax, DE, Warren, OH _ Northwestern's strongest units through improved recruiting. CB 3 Keith Watkins ] (Jr) 24 Montre Hartage (So.) 
4, Aiden Smith, OB, Fort Wayne, IN | “Our DBs can run,” coordinator Mike Hankwitz says. “We oe adel ge Ma was i) 
5. Jango Glackin, LB, Lebanon, OH | tchun with people and olay moreman.*” S 16 Godwin Igwebuike (Jr) 14 Jake Murray (Fr) 
Cam-mateh up PEop: pey’ S 21 Kyle Queiro (Jr.) 41 Jared McGee (So.) 


SPECIALISTS While Northwestern would love to see more 


7. Ben Skowronek, WR, Fort Wayne, IN | : . SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Nik Urban, 6, Willoughby, OH | accuracy from kicker Jack Mitchell eee on field goals) K 7. Jack Mitchelt (Sr) KR 4 Solomon Vaut (J) 
9, Riley Lees, WR, Liberty, I | or greater leg strength from punter Hunter Niswander (38 P 96 Hunter Niswander (Jr) PR 11 Matthew Harris (Sr) 


| yards per punt), it doesn't take their experience for granted. 
10. Jake Saunders, DT. Loveland. OH | Vault, meanwhile, is one of the nation’s top kick returners. 


2015 RANKINGS | The Wildcats have struggled at times to find productive punt 


returners and hope Flynn Nagel or Harris is their answer. 


| 
6. Cameron Kalwich, 6, Beverly Hills, Ml | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Sasi “yey oe mien | FINAL ANALYSIS A 10-win season revived Northwestern, but 
hestng itty { Q | coaches know the same approach — overly reliant on defense with 
Passing 138.5 yg 1h limited big-play threat — isn’t sustainable. The offense will make at 
Total 3071 yo 4118 least marginal strides, and the defense should again be among the Big 
cae" -_ aieaiai eile Ten’s best. But this could easily be a better team with a worse 

Scoring 18.6094 12 | record as the schedule gets much tougher. 

Rushing 126.2ypg sb 0 | Ohio State and Michigan State return to the slate. North- 

Passing 1928 ypg 7 73 «|: Western visits both Big Ten heavyweights along with Iowa, 

Total 318.9 ypg 4 13. | the reigning West champion. The Wildcats face all three 

Rua pawn bets em) ams in October, traditionally their worst month in the Pat 

+1 +008 8 4] | Fitzgerald era, so a strong start at home will be imperative. 


STAT CORNER 


ey are n't co mplex. T ey cc 
exactly what the nt." 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (6) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Clayton Thorson, 295-150-1,522-9, 7 TDs 

Rushing: Justin Jackson, 312 att., 1,418 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Justin Jackson, 21 rec.. 162 yds., 0 TDs 

Tackles: Anthony Walker, 120 

Sacks: Ifeadi Odenigho, 6.0 

Interceptions: Matthew Harris, 4 


Northwestern allowed only 3.26 
points per trip inside the 40, third 
in FBS. The Wildcats’ defense got 
better near the goal line. 
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TEAM INFORMATION 

Head Coach: Darrell Hazell 
Record at School: 6-30 (3 years} 
Career Record: 22-40 (5 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Terry Malone 
Co-Defensive Coordinators: Ross Els, 
Marcus Freeman | 
West Lafayette, IN © Ross-Ade Stadium (57,236)) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 


Eastern Kentucky 
Cincinnati 
Nevada 

at Maryland 
at Iltinois 
lowa 

at Nebraska 
Penn State 
at Minnesota 
Northwestern 
Wisconsin 

at Indiana 


20ISRESULTS _| 
FINAL RECORD: 2-10, 1-7 
Sept. 6 at Marshall 51-41 
Sept. 12 Indiana State 38-14 | 
Sept. 19 Virginia Tech 24-51 | 
Sept. 26 Bowling Green 28-35 | 
| 
| 
| 


Oct. 3 at Michigan State 21-24 
Minnesota 13-41 | 
at Wisconsin 
Nebraska 
Illinois 

at Northwestern 
at lowa 
Indiana 


L 
W 
L 
L 
L 
L ‘ 
L 7-26 | 
W 55-45 | 
L 16-48 | 
L 14-21 | 
L 20-40 | 
L 36-54 | 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Rob Simmons, LB, Philadelphia, PA 
2. Austin Larkin, DE, University City, MD* 
3. Kamal Hardy, CB, Pembroke Pines, FL* | 
4, Terrance Landers, WR, Dayton, OH 
5. Brandon Shuman, CB, Miami, FL 
6. Navon Mosley, CB, West Bloomfield, MI | 
7. Jack Wegher, ATH, Dakota Dunes, SD | 
8. Joshua Hayes, CB, Indianapolis, IN | 
9. Anthony Watts, DT, Houston TX | 
10. Simeon Smiley, CB, Pensacola, FL 


Penn State did a worse job of protecting its quarterback in | WR 7 DeAngelo Yancey (Sr.) 3. Bilal Marshall (Sr. 
the Big Ten. Right tackle Cameron Cermin and guards Jor- | WR 18 Cameron Posey (Sr) 10. Gregory Phillips (Jr.) 
dan Roos and Jason King return. WR _ 5 Domonique Young(Sr.) 9 Dan Monteroso (Sr.] 
DEFENSE Senior tackle Jake Replogle (14 tackles for a loss a a er Poa 77, Wine Sao 
: : : : g (Sr.) 64 Johnny Daniels (Jr) 
in 2015) will lead the Boilermakers 4-3 defense that ranked C 53. Kirk Barron So.) 50 Bearooz Yacoobi (So) 
near the bottom of the Big Ten in most key categories. Senior | pg 79 Jordan Roos (Sr.] 60 Eric Swingler (So.) 
Evan Panfil and junior Gelen Robinson return as startingends | RT 66 Cameron Cermin(Sr.) 68 Peyton Truitt [Fr.) 
but leave a lot to be desired from a pass-rushing standpoint. | TE 88 Cole Herdman (So,) 89 Brycen Hopkins (Fr,) 
Sophomore tackle Eddy Wilson was impressive in the spring | QB 11 David Blough (So.) 2 Elijah Sindelar (Fr.) 
and could be the starter if Ra’Zahn Howard is not reinstated | RB 8 MarkellJones(So.} 36 Richie Worship (Fr.) 
after a suspension for a violation of team policy. DEFENSE (9) 
Linebacker is the strength of the defense and may be the | pe 13 GelenRobinson (Jr) 11. Antoine Miles Ur) 
| program's most talented overall position group, led by mid- | DT 54 JakeReplogle(Sr.) 18 Eddy Wilson (So.] 
| dle linebacker Ja’Whaun Bentley, who made 49 tackles in | DT 14 RaZahn Howard (Sr) 50 Keiwan Jones (So.] 
the five games before sustaining a season-ending knee inju- | DE 95 Evan Panfil (Sr.) 47 Shayne Henley (Sr. 
| ry. Danny Ezechukwu and Jimmy Herman return outside. | OLB 36 Danny Ezechukwu (Jr.) 21. Markus Bailey (So 
| Andy James Garcia also returns after recording 63 tackles MLB 4 Ja'Whaun Bentley (Jr.) 42 Andy James Garcia (Sr.) 
ieoning ta for Bentley. OLB 29 Jimmy Herman (Sr.) 32 Evan Pulliam {Sr.) 
SEPP INE Say ‘ ; CB 24 Tim Cason (So. 6 Myles Norwood Ur.) 
| The secondary, with the exception of returning strong safe- | cp 9 DaWantunte Ur) 12. Evyn Cooper Fr.) 
| ty Leroy Clark, could cause sleepless nights for the coaching | sg 3 Leroy Clark (Sr.] § Austin Logan (Sr 
staff. Starting corners Anthony Brown and Frankie Wil- | Fs 7 Robert Gregory (Sr.) 1 Brandon Roberts (S0.) 
liams are gone and will likely be replaced by junior Da’Wan SPECIAL TEAMS 
Hunte and sophomore Tim Cason. But redshirt freshman K 3D Dellin 
: ; : ! ger (Fr) KR 22 Jack Wegher [Fr 
Evyn Cooper impressed coach Darrell Hazell and his staff in P 31 Joe Schopper (So) PR 25 Tario Fuller {Fc} 


*junior college transfer | 
2015 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE © PERBAME BIGTEN NATIONAL | 
Scoring 25.1 ppg 9 a 
Rushing 131.3ypg 13 109 | 
Passing 237.3ypg «5 54 
Total 368.6 ypg = 11 9 
DEFENSE © PERGAME BISTEN NATIONAL | 
Scoring © 36.5ppg 132112 
Rushing 214.9 ypg 14 109 
Passing 243.4ypg ~—«10 0 | 
Total 458.3 ypg 12 Ve 
TOMARGIN = © PERGAME BIOTEN RATIONAL | 
§ 042 12 100 


PURDUE BOILERMAKERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 95 ¢ BIG TEN WEST PREDICTION: 7 » PROJECTED RECORD: 3-9, 1-8 Big Ten 


| the spring and will push for one of the corner spots, as could 


| Hazell, and he’s never stuck with a quarterback for even half 


| for the Boilermakers, and perhaps Hazell’s last at Purdue. 


OFFENSE Overall, the Boilermakers return seven offensive starters 
from a team that finished ninth in Big Ten scoring (25.1 ppg), 11th in 
total offense (368.6 ypg), 13th in rushing offense (131.3 ypg) and fifth 


| in passing offense (237.3 ypg). 


Sophomore David Blough took over at quarterback in Week 4 of the 
2015 season and passed for 1,574 yards in eight starts. But the native 
of Texas was 1-7 in those starts, and redshirt freshman Elijah Sindelar 
was pushing him in spring practice. 

Purdue’s backfield will feature sophomore Markell Jones, Indiana's 
2014 Mr. Football who rushed 168 times for 875 yards and 10 touch- 


| downs as a freshman. Junior DJ. Knox, who rushed for 409 yards in 


2015, went down with a knee injury in the spring and could miss ex- 
tensive time — if not the entire season. Bruising redshirt freshman 
Richie Worship, who is 6'1" and weighs 252 pounds, was impressive 
in spring practice. 

‘The receiving corps will be led by senior DeAngelo Yancey, 
who had 48 receptions for 700 yards and five touchdowns 
last season, and seniors Cameron Posey and Domonique 
Young. The fourth receiver should be either junior Gregory 
Phillips or fifth-year senior Bilal Marshall. While experi- 
enced, the receiving corps isn't likely to be spectacular and 
needs Yancey to become a playmaker. 

There is experience among the offensive linemen, but only 


junior Myles Norwood. 


SPECIALISTS Sophomore punter Joe Schopper was a 

pleasant surprise, averaging 40.2 yards on 58 punts. Placekicking duties 
are wide open and could go to incoming freshman J.D. Dellinger. Kick 
returning is another area of concern now that Williams and Danny 
Anthrop have exhausted their eligibility. Hazell hopes to find some 


, kick return candidates from among the 23 new recruits. 
| FINAL ANALYSIS Unless something surprising happens, 


OFFENSE (7) 


— 
|e 
| i 


MARKELL JONES 


"What they were doing on defense last year didn’t 
make a lot of sense. It was just very predictable 
and didn't do anything to cause you problems.” 


— An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: David Blough, 293-169-1,574-8, 10 TDs 
Rushing: Markell Jones, 168 att., 875 yds,, 10 TDs 
Receiving: DeAngelo Yancey, 48 rec., 700 yds., § TDs 
Tackles: Leroy Clark, 88 

Sacks: Two players tied with 4.0 

Interceptions: Leroy Clark, 2 


Purdue will struggle to win more than four games this sea- [jp Wwas a3 


son. Purdue is 6-30 overall and 2-22 in the Big Ten under 


a season. Purdue just does not have the talent to win on a 


consistent basis in a loaded Big Ten. It could be a long fall 
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Purdue got stuffed at or behind 
the line on 15.5 percent of 
rushes, 10th in FBS. Moving 
backward: not an issue. Moving 
forward: more difficult. 


Tom Lynn 


WISCONSIN BADGERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 33 « BIG TEN WEST PREDICTION: 3 » PROJECTED RECORD: 7-5, 5-4 Big Ten 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Finding a quarterback is one of the challenges for Wis- 


i consin coach Paul Chryst, but it’s not his only one. In fact, it’s probably 
lead Coach: Paul Chryst F : 

Record at School: 10-3 1 yea} not even the No. 1 order of business for the Badgers. The top prior- 

Career Record: 29-22 (4 years) ity is getting the program's trademark running game back on track. 

Offensive Coordinator: Joe Rudolph Wisconsin ranked No. 95 nationally in rushing offense a year ago at 

Defensive Coordinator: Justin Wilcox | 150.3 yards per game, its lowest total in 20 years and less than half 

Madison, WI © Camp Randall Stadium (80,321) | of its production from the previous season. Part of the issue was that 

_ Corey Clement, the heir apparent to record-breaking tailback Melvin 

2016 SCHEDULE Gordon, was limited to four games and 48 carries because of a sports 

| hernia injury. Clement is back for his senior season and joins Dare 


- ¥ tg f | Ogunbowale, Taiwan Deal and Bradrick Shaw in a deep backfield. 
Sept. 17 Georgia State | Another big problem for the Badgers in 2015 was the offensive line. 
Sept. 24 at Michigan State | Seven different combinations started, and the group for the final two 
Oct. 1 at Michigan | games of the season included four redshirt freshmen. The good news 
Oct. 15 Ohio State | is that the experience should pay off in the future, perhaps as early as 
Oct. 22 atlowa | this season, as Wisconsin returns seven linemen with start- 

Oct. 29 Nebraska | ing experience and has to replace only one starter, left tackle 

Nov. 5 at Northwestern | Tyler Marz. 

i t ae | As for quarterback, senior Bart Houston is the frontrunner 

Nov. 26 Minnesota | to replace Joel Stave. But the coaching staff likes freshman 


Alex Hornibrook, who could push Houston for playing time. 

The other major item on Chryst’s to-do list is replacing the 
production of receiver Alex Erickson, who had 77 catches 
for 978 yards last season. Tight end Troy Fumagalli will be 


‘Green Bay, WI | 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 10-3, 6-2 WR 15 


Sept. 5 vs. Alabama % L 17-35 | counted on to take some of the load off receivers Robert | WR 11 Jaze Peavy (Jr) 17 George Rushing (Jr.) 

Sept. 12 Miami (Ohio) W 58-0 | Wheelwright, who has had trouble staying healthy during LT 65. Ryan Ramezyk (Jr.} Cole Van Lanen (Fr.) 

We ge Pike SO ak ME Mecha Boor (Sel 70 Don Wri) 

Sept. 26 Hawaii 8-0 | P n ichael Deiter (So. an Voltz (Sr. 

cH a ea i nh DEFENSE Justin Wilcox, formerly of USC, replaces Dave | pe 66 Beau Benzschawel (So.) 67 Jon Dietzen (Fr. 

Oct. 10 atNebraska W 23-21 Aranda at defensive coordinator. Aranda, who oversaw a | RT §2 Jacob Marwell (So.) 68 David Moorman (Fr.} 

Oct. 17 Purdue W 27 | unit that led the nation in scoring defense and was No.2 in | TE 81 Troy Fumagalli (Jr) 44 Eric Steffes (Sr.) 

Oct. 24  atlllinois W 24-13 | total defense last season, left Wisconsin for the same posi- | QB 13 Bart Houston (Sr.) 12. Alex Hornibrook (Fr.) 

Oct. 31 Rutgers W 48-10 tion at LSU. RB 24 Corey Clement (Sr) 23 Dare Ogunbowale (Sr.) 

Nov, 7 atMaryland W 31-24 Two key pieces of that elite defense from 2015 — line- | FB 20 Austin Ramesh Ur) 45 Alec Ingold (So.) 

Nov. 21 Northwestern L 713 | backer Joe Schobert and safety Michael Caputo — are gone. | DEFENSE (5) 

Nov, 28 at Minnesota We 31-21 | Schobert led the Badgers with 9.5 sacks and 19.5 tackles for | DE 34 ChikweObasih(Jr.) 57 Alec James (Jr. 

Dec. 30 vs. USC # W 2-21 | a loss, while Caputo was a playmaker on the back end and | NT 65 Olive Sagapolu [So.} 92 Jeremy Patterson (So.} 
‘logon HHolésyBOM | the defense’s unquestioned leader. DE 94 Conor Sheehy (Jr.) 96 Billy Hirschfeld (So.} 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (6) 
Rob Wheelwright (Sr.) 


‘They've got the program set up now where they 
don’t even have to be all that good to win nine or 
10 [games] in this division.” 


— An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


16 Reggie Love (Sr.) 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Cote Van Lanen, OL, Green Bay, WI 
2. Garrett Rand, DL, Chandler, AZ 

3. A.J. Taylor, WR, Kansas City, MO 
4. Eric Burrell, DB, Owings Mills, MD 
5. Noah Burks, LB, Carmel, IN 


| (eight sacks), should still be strong. The Badgers also have 


| Tanner McEvoy must be replaced. Leo Musso and D’Cota 
| Dixon are the leading candidates to step in as starters, but 


OLB 47 Vince Biegel (Sr.) 
ILB 53 T.J. Edwards (So.) 
ILB 48 Jack Cichy (Jr.) 
OLB 42 TJ. Watt Ur) 

CB 8 Sojourn Shelton (Sr.) 
CB 25. Derrick Tindal [Jr.) 
SS 14 0 Cota Dixon Ur) 

FS 19 Leo Musso (Sr.) 


55 Garret Dooley Ur.) 
45 Nick Thomas [Fr.) 
50 Chris Orr {So.) 

56 Zack Baun (Fr) 

9 Titus Booker (Fr.) 

12. Natrell Jamerson (Jr.) 
21 Arrington Farrar {So.) 
31 Lubern Figaro (Jr.) 


UW’ front seven, led by outside linebacker Vince Biegel 


plenty of experience at cornerback, with Derrick Tindal 
joining veteran starter Sojourn Shelton. 
The one huge question mark is at safety, where Caputo and 


om Lynn 


6. Griffin Grady, LB, Dublin, OH 

7. Patrick Kasl, OL, Wyoming, MN 

8. Jake Hescock, TE, Pittsfield, MA 

9. Isaiahh Loudermilk, DL, Howard, KS 
10. Quintez Cephus, WR, Macon, GA 


2015 RANKINGS 


| true freshmen Eric Burrell and Patrick Johnson could have a 
chance for immediate playing time. 

| SPECIALISTS After going 19-of-22 on field goals as a 
freshman in 2014, placekicker Rafael Gaglianone struggled 

with his consistency last season and was 18-of-27. He did 

end the season on a high note, going 3-of-3 against USC 

in the Holiday Bowl and hitting the game-winner with 2:27 remain- 


p 


OFFENSE —PERGAME BIGTEN RATIONAL ing. Four-year starter Drew Meyer must be replaced at punter, and the 

Scoring 28 ppg 8 81 most likely candidate is freshman Anthony Lotti. 

hae pop pu l o FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Badgers scored 17, six and seven points, re- 

Total 378, by) 7 | spectively, in their three losses last season and topped 30 points only 
oe four times in 13 games. Not only is Wisconsin's offense still a 

Sowing 137g ; | Workin progress, but the schedule is also much more difficult 
Rushing 954ypq 1 4 this season with games against LSU, Michigan State, Michi- 

Passing 173.2 yp 7 | gan, Ohio State and Iowa by the time the calendar even flips 

Total 268.5ypqg 1 7 | to November. The Badgers have played in a bowl game in 14 


consecutive seasons, the longest active streak among Big Ten 


1 ME BIGTEN NATIONAL | 
La alt Heir ly teams, but that run might be in jeopardy in 2016. 


+3 +023 6 48 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 10 Rafael Gaglianone (Jr) 
Anthony Lotti (Fr.) 


KR _ 12 Natrell Jamerson [Jr.) 
PR 11 Jazz Peay (Jr) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Bart Houston, 47-27-281-2, 3 TDs 
Rushing: Dare Ogunbowale, 194 att.. 819 yds., 7 TOs 
Receiving: Dare Ogunbowale, 36 rec., 299 yds., 1 TDs 
Tackles: 1.J. Edwards, 84 

Sacks: Vince Biegel, 8.0 

Interceptions: Leo Musso, 2 


Injuries and youth derailed quite 

a streak: In 2015, Wisconsin failed 
to produce a 1,000-yard rusher for 
the first time since 2004. 
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BRENT STOCKSTILL 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


EAST 


BLUE RAIDERS 


] MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
8-5, 6-2 C-USA 


MARSHALL 
THUNDERING HERD 
8-4, 6-2 C-USA 


HILL LLTOPPERS 
8-4, 6-2 C-USA 
F, 


‘A 
o 
yin USA 


tet 


6-6 
car DOMINION 


MONARCHS 
6-6, 4-4 C-USA 


FIU 
PANTHERS 
4-8, 3-5 C-USA 


CHARLOTTE 
49ERS 
2-10, 1-7 C-USA 


WEST 


GOLDEN EAGLES 
10-3, 7-1 C-USA 


LOUISIANA TECH 
BULLDOGS 
7-5, 5-3 C-USA 


UTEP 

3 MINERS 
7-5, 4-4 C-USA 
RICE 

4 OWLS 
4-8, 3-5 C-USA 


USTA 
ROADRUNNERS 
3-9, 2-6 C-USA 


NORTH TEXAS 
MEAN GREEN 
2-10, 1-7 C-USA 


T SOUTHERN MISS 


C-USA CHAMPIONSHIP GAME: SOUTHERN MISS OVER MTSU 
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© NICK MULLENS 


2015 BOWL RESULTS 


Heart of Dallas: Washington 44, Southern Miss 31 
Miami Beach Bowl: WKU 45, South Florida 35 


St. Petersburg Bowl: Marshall 16, Connecticut 10 
New Orleans Bowl: Louisiana Tech 47, Arkansas 


Bahamas Bowl: Western Michigan 45, MTSU 31 


2016 BOWL PROJECTIONS 


New Orleans Bowl: Southern Miss vs. Appalachian State 
Hawaii Bowl: Middle Tennessee vs. Air Force 
Bahamas Bowl: Marshall vs. Toledo 
Boca Raton Bowl: WKU vs. Memphis 
Heart of Dallas Bowl: Louisiana Tech vs. Minnesota 


New Mexico Bowl: UTEP vs. Colorado State 


EAST 

WKU 8-0 
Marshall 6-2 
Middle Tennessee 6-2 
FIU 3-5 
Old Dominion 3-5 
FAU 3-5 
Charlotte 0-8 


RECRUITING & 
BY SCHOOL 


. Marshall 

UAB 

. Louisiana Tech 

. Middle Tennessee 
. Southern Miss 

. Florida Atlantic 

. Western Kentucky 
. Old Dominion 

9. FIU 

10. Charlotte 


ONROPR WN = 


11. Texas-San Antonio | 


12. North Texas 
13. UTEP 
14. Rice 


2016 UNIT RANKINGS § 


IDITE 
WH/TE 


12-2 
10-3 
7-6 
ie 
9-7 
her 
2-10 


2015 C-USA STANDINGS 


C-USA OVERALL 


WEST 


Southern Miss 
Louisiana Tech 


Rice 
UTEP 
UTSA 


North Texas 


= 
@ & 


CHARLOTTE 

FAU 9 

FIU 4 
LOUISIANA TECH 11 
MARSHALL 3 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE 2 
NORTH TEXAS 7 

OLD DOMINION 6 

RICE 12 
SOUTHERN MISS 1 

UTEP 10 
UTSA 8 
WKU 5 


C-USA 


YR BDernrwoaon 


=a foh, 
a) 


7-1 
6-2 
3-5 
3-5 
3-6 
1-7 


- 3s 


12 


11 


OVERALL 


9-5 
9-4 
o-/ 
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FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 

OB Nick Mullens 6-1 196 Sr. Southern Miss 
RB Ray Lawry 5-10 201 Jr. Old Dominion 
RB Anthony Wales 5-10 195 Sr. WKU 

WR Taywan Taylor 6-1 195 = Sr. WKU 

WR. Trent Taylor 5-8 180 Sr. Louisiana Tech 
TE Jonnu Smith 6-3 232 Sr FU 

Cameron Tom 6-4 287 St. Southern Miss 
OL Reggie Bain 6-4 295 Jr. FAU 

OL Forrest Lamp 6-4 300 «Sr. WKU 


es, 


OL Michael Selby 6-2 283 Sr. Marshall 

OL ClintVanHorn == 6-5 ~=—« 314 Sr. Marshall 

AP Richie James 5-9 177 So. Middle Tennessee 
FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Dylan Bradley 6-1 265 Sr. Southern Miss 

DL Jaylon Ferguson 6-5 256 So. Louisiana Tech 


DL TreyHendrickson 6-4 270 Sr. FAU 

DL GaryThompson 6-1 252 Sr. Marshall 
LB TJ. McCollum 6-3 230) 0 Jr WKU 

LB T.J. Ricks 6-0 226 = St. Old Dominion 
LB Anthony Wint 6-0 224 Jn FU 


CB Cornell Armstrong 5-11 180 Jr. Southern Miss 
CB Jeremy Cutrer 6-2 170 Sr. Middle Tennessee 
S Tiquan Lang 5-8 170 St. Marshall 

S_ Xavier Woods 5-11 203 St. Louisiana Tech 


FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K Jonathan Barnes 5-9 268 Jr. Louisiana Tech 
P Dalton Schomp 6-1 220 Sr. FAU 
KR Kylen Towner 5-6 175 = Jr. = WKU 
PR Trent Taylor 5-8 180 Sr. Louisiana Tech 


SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 


QB Brent Stockstill 6-0 209 So. Middle Tennessee 
RB Aaron Jones 5-10 205 Jr UTEP 
RB Jarveon Williams 5-9 195 Jr. UTSA 


WR Zach Pascal 6-2 214 = St. Old Dominion 
WR DJ. Thompson 6-3 200 © Sr. Southern Miss 
TE Ryan Yurachek 6-3 233 Jr. Marshall 


C Michael Montero 6-2 299 Sr FIU 
OL Darrell Brown 6-4 315 Sr. Louisiana Tech 
OL Will Hernandez 6-3 340 Jr UTEP 
OL Brandon Ray 6-2 285 Jr WKU 


OL Maurquice Shakir 6-3 316 Sr. Middle Tennessee 
AP Ito Smith 5-9 195 Jr. Southern Miss 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Ryan Bee 6-7 263 So. Marshall 

DL Marcus Davenport 6-6 220 Jr. UTSA 

DL Larry Ogunjobi 6-3 294 Sr. Charlotte 

DL OshaneXimines 6-3 240 So. Old Dominion 
LB D'Nerius Antoine © 6-0 «215 = Sr. Southern Miss 


LB Keith Brown 6-1 235 = Sr. WKU 

LB Alex Lyons 6-1 230 Sr Rice 

CB Mike Minter 6-0 172 Jr. Middle Tennessee 
CB Aaron Young 5-11 185 Sr. Old Dominion 

$ Kishawn McClain 5-11 201 Jr. North Texas 

S Marcus Ward 6-3 210 Sr WKU 


SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 


K Jay Mattox 6-0 185 © Sr. UTEP 
P Alan Luna 6-0 190 Jr. UTEP 
KR CarlosHenderson 5-11 194 Jr. Louisiana Tech 


PR Richie James 5-9 177 
ATHLONSPORTS.COM 
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Sept. 1 
Sept. 10 


| the questions at quarterback, after Charlotte’s offense aver- OFFENSE (8 
2015 RESULTS ges just 17.5 tit per game, the experience that comes | WR 81 Trent ae (Sr.) 13: TLL. Ford Ur.) 
FINAL RECORD: 2-10, 0-8 | along with having eight returning starters should translate | WR 10 Austin Duke (Sr) 18 Chris Montgomery (Jr.) 
Sept. 4 atGeorgiaState © W 23-20 | into improvement. WR ? Uriah LeMay Ur.) 84 Juwan Foggie (So.] 
Sept. 12 Presbyterian W 34-10 DEFENSE Of the eight starters returning on defense, nose a 7 ae st a i iu shame ha 
“i ‘ : iain ; ce | tackle Larry Ogunjobi will likely concern opposing offens- C1 Vicente thascs (Sr) 50. Jarred Bart (Sr) ; 
ite Temple aii (437 | es the most. An All-Conference USA second-team selection | RG 64 Nate Davis (So.) 78 Trevor Stacy (Fr. 
Oct. 17. at Old Dominion L 34-37 last season, the 6-3, 294-pounder notched 14.5 tackles fora | RT 51 Chris Brown (So) 75 Eugene German (Jr. 
Oct. 24 Southern Miss L 10-44 | loss in 2015 and has started every game in Charlotte football | TE 15 Justin Bolus (Sr.) 87 Zach Bumgarner (Sr,} 
Oct. 31 Marshall L 10-34 | history. He’ll be flanked by a pair ofendsin Zach Duncan and | QB 2 Kevin Olsen (Jr) 12 Brooks Barden (So.) 
Nov, 7 atFlU L 31-48 | Brandon Banks who started a combined 18 games last season. | RB 3 Kalif Phillips (Sr.) 8 Matt Johnson (Sr. 
Nov. 14 UTSA ot) L 27-30 | Nick Cook, last season's leading tackler, will be back at in- DEFENSE (8 
Nov. 21 at Kentucky L 10-58 | side linebacker alongside wane backer and fellow senior | DE 99 cso ca 95 Devin Clegg (Sr) 
Nov. 28 at Rice ee Daquan Lucas, who made 10 tackles for a loss last season. | DT 65 Larry Ogunjobi(Sr.) 97 Tanner Fleming (Sr) 

| With two senior starters back, cornerback should also be a DE e Tach ce vat 4 pease 

strong spot. Tank Norman, who accounted for 51 tackles last | OLB 24 Daquan Lucas (Sr. eff Gemmell (Fr. 

LL all Bu sale Ae | season, ee Terrance Winchester, who picked off four passes, | 48 21 Nick Cook (sr. 80. Karrington King (Jr 
1. Robert Washington, RB, Huntersville, NC) will reprise their roles. The questions come at safety, where ILB 57 J. Bridges-Thompson (St) 33 Garrison Duncan Ur} 
2. Benjamin LeMay, RB, Matthews, NC =|) evin Pearson is the lone proven option. OLB 54 Jordan Starnes (Jr.) 36 Tyriq Harris (Fr) 
pide dhe ins cg | SPECIALISTS Blake Brewer's 56-yard field goal was the Pes a wien B foreteaes Ur) 
, oe sh reel m league's longest last season. But after Brewer hit only 51.9 | SS 19 Devin Pearson Ur.) 41. AY McDonald [Fr.) 
6. Joe Thompson, OB, Ashburn, VA | Percent of his attempts, Lambert says he'd like to see alittle | FS 31 Markevis Davis (Jr. 22 Alex Duncan (So.) 
7. Ryan Carriere, TE, Loganville, GA | more consistency. Junior Arthur Hart is a proven performer SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Timothy Horne, DT, Wadesboro,NC_--—«|-—soat punter after landing 20 punts inside the 20-yard line and | 86 Blake Brewer (Sr) KR 23 Anthony Covington (Jr) 
9. Austin Paraison, OT, Lehigh Acres, FL. | unleashing a 66-yarder last season. P 50 Arthur Hart (Jr.) PR 10 Austin Duke (Sr.| 


10. Aaron McAllister, S, Live Oak, FL 


2015 RANKINGS 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Brad Lambert 

Record at School: 12-22 (3 years) 
Career Record: 12-22 (3 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Jeff Mullen 
Defensive Coordinator: Matt Wallerstedt 
Charlotte, NC 

Jerry Richardson Stadium (15,314) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


CHARLOTTE 49ERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 125 « C-USA EAST PREDICTION: 7 » PROJECTED RECORD: 2-10, 1-7 C-USA 


OFFENSE After last season's quarterbacks combined to throw 23 in- 
terceptions — versus just 12 touchdowns — 49ers coach Brad Lambert 
and his staff decided to hit reset. Senior Matt Johnson, the four-year 
old program's all-time leading passer, was shifted to running back, al- 
lowing an array of other signal callers a shot at the starting gig. Junior 
| college pickup Kevin Olsen, the younger brother of Carolina Panthers 
tight end Greg Olsen, ended up winning a busy competition in the 
spring that included veteran Brooks Barden, North Carolina A&T 
transfer Hasaan Klugh and East Carolina transfer Cody Keith. Barden, 
though, missed much of the spring with a broken collarbone. 
Olsen will have some help. Senior running back Kalif Phillips will 


t Louisvil | 

ae : | again play a featured role in the offense. The All-Conference-USA 
Eastern Michigan | second teamer racked up 961 rushing yards last season despite miss- 
at Temple ing most of the final three games with an injured knee. There will also 
Old Dominion | be no shortage of proven targets in the passing game as senior receiv- 
at Florida Atlantic | ers Trent Bostick and Austin Duke and junior T.L. Ford 

FIU combined to register 1,253 yards and eight touchdowns last 

at Marshall season. 

. Southern Miss ‘The offensive line returns four starters, including a 2015 

ety aR Conference-USA All-Freshman Team selection in right 

at UTSA | guard Nate Davis, but Lambert says that one of the offsea- 


| son's top priorities has been to build depth up front. Despite 


FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The 49ers’ football program went about 
the transition from idea to actual functioning FBS team at 
a head-spinning pace. And last season, it showed. After two five-win 
seasons as an FCS Independent, Charlotte's first season on the FBS 


“junior college transter 


hat tan og a | level yielded only two victories. Lambert says that, for his players, the 
Rushing 163.1 je Fi 78 experience was eye-opening and served as motivation during the off- 
: season. 

orgs Ho a fe Another driving factor comes from the roughly 20 players who were 
a there when the program began. This season marks the first 

Scoring 36.399 «12~=t«éD SC that the 49ers are eligible for a bowl. While they return 16 

Rushing 190.6ypg 11 a9: Starters, showing enough improvement to get to six wins — 

Passing 228.4 ypq 4 1 especially with non-conference road trips to Louisville and 

Total 619.0 yp 8 a8 Temple — will be a tall order. But since they're already used 

TOMARGIN PERGAME CUSA WaTiong, ‘© Going things at warp speed, the core group of original 

3 1.08 13 129 «| 49ers aren't shying away from setting that as the goal. 
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DEPTH CHART 


“Playing them up there was the first time I've 
been on campus. | was impressed with the facili- 
ties. That program has a lot of potential.” 


— An opposing C-USA assistant coach 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Brooks Barden, 99-49-440-5, 4 TDs 
Rushing: Kalif Phillips, 190 att.. 961 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Austin Duke, 53 rec., 534 yds., 5 TDs 
Tackles: Nick Cook, 73 

Sacks: Zach Duncan, 4.0 

Interceptions: Terrance Winchester, 4 


STAT CORNER 


Charlotte lost its last 10 games 
of 2015 by an average of 25.2 
points. The happy 2-0 start to 
FBS life fizzled out quickly. 


Charlotte 49ers Athletics 


Ralph Notaro 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC OWLS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 103 * C-USA EAST PREDICTION: 4 » PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 4-4 C-USA 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Charlie Partridge 

Record at School: 6-18 (2 years] 
Career Record: 6-18 (2 years} 
Offensive Coordinator: Travis Trickett 
Defensive Coordinator: Roc Bellantoni 
Boca Raton, FL © FAU Stadium (29,419) 


OFFENSE Along with installing the #NoHuddleNoMercy up-tempo 
offense he brought from Samford, new offensive coordinator Travis 
| Trickett’s biggest task will be choosing a quarterback. The candidates 
| are young but talented. Sophomore Jason Driskel — younger brother of 

Jeff, the former Florida and Louisiana Tech QB — started two games 
| and saw action in 10, throwing for 965 yards, three TDs and four in- 
| terceptions. Freshman Daniel Parr spurned a late recruiting push from 
| Miami to sign with FAU — then wowed coaches with arm strength 


2016 SCHEDULE | and playbook mastery while redshirting last season. Even before the 


start of spring practices, coach Charlie Partridge proclaimed that the 


Sept. 3 Southern Illinois | Driskel/Parr battle would carry into fall camp — maybe longer. 
_ Hs . Bee Sal ___ Whichever signal caller Trickett, son of FSU offensive line coach Rick 
ae 4 Ball State | Trickett, ultimately selects will benefit from a deep crop of ball carri- 
Oct. 1 at FIU | ers. In junior Buddy Howell and senior Jay Warren, the Owls return 
Oct. 8 Charlotte | two backs who have combined to start 15 games and rush for 1,871 
Oct. 15 at Marshall | yards over the past two seasons. Future feature back Devin 
Oct. 29 Western Kentucky | Singletary, an incoming freshman who flipped from Illinois 
Nov, 5 atRice | to FAU on Signing Day, could become a factor this season. 
Nov. 12. UTEP | Nate Terry is primed to emerge as the Owls’ main receiving 
om is pie | threat. At 6'6" with long arms, Terry made the move from 

V. i e 


| tight end to slot receiver in the spring, and his adaptation 
, delighted coaches. He should continue to be a strong red 


2015 RESULTS zone threat. Sliding Terry wide opens more playing time 


FINAL RECORD: 3-9, 3-5 | for tight end Tyler Cameron, who transferred to FAU from | WR 15 


REGGIE BAIN: 


— An opposing C-USA assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (6) 


Kamrin Solomon (Jr.) 


Sept. 5 at Tulsa fot} L 44-47 | Wake Forest as a quarterback prior to last season but moved | WR 4 Kalib Woods [Jr.) 
Sept. 11 Miami L 20-44 | to tight end and became an unexpected threat in 2015. WR 80 Nate Terry Ur) 
Sept. 19 Buffalo L 15-33 | DEFENSE FAU’s 2015 youth movement strongly posi- a " > cote: : } 
Sept. 26 at Charlotte W 177 | tioned the Owls for this season. At 6'4", 280 pounds and C 77 Roman Fernandez tid 
cs 7 won i : possessing good power and speed, end Trey Hendrickson is | RG §3 Jakobi Smith (Jr) 
“mt 4 oa L W207 the elder statesman. He’s not the kind of player who usu- | RT 76 Kelly Parfitt (Sr.) 
; i ally makes his way to FAU. Hendrickson’s 13.5 sacks tied | TE 3 Tyler Cameron (Sr) 
Oct. 31 FIU W oa | 2 y 
Nov. 7 at Western Kentucky L 19-35 for second in the nation last season, but with tackles Trevon | QB 13. Daniel Parr (Fr.] 
Nov. 14 Middle Tennessee L 17-24 . Coley and Brandin Bryant now pursuing NFL careers, Hen- | RB % Buddy Howell Jr) 
Nov. 21 at Florida fot) L 14-20 | drickson will have to try to repeat that performance against DEFENSE (6) 
Nov. 28 at Old Dominion © W 33-31 | offenses geared to negate him. DE 94 Hunter Snyder (So.) 
| Tackles Ray Ellis and Steven Leggett are run stoppers who | DT 56 Steven Leggett (So. 
| are still developing pass-rush technique. FAU has demon- | OT 11 Ray Ellis [Jr 
TOP 10 RECRUITS | strated a surprising willingness to start a true freshman at | DE 9 Trey Hendrickson Sr.) 
1. Steven Frank, OB, Oswego, IL _ defensive tackle, and incoming freshman Kevin McCrary is | +8 2 AzeezAl-Shaair (S0.] 
-Stev OB, . Set : LB 50 Nate Ozdemir (Jr.) 
2. Kevin McCrary, DT, Daytona Beach, FL | the most heralded defensive lineman ever signed by FAU. ; 
é rye Ns otha | 3 es 2 NB 1 Ocie Rose (So.) 
3. Brandon Walton, OT, Largo, FL | The defense will be young, but it will be experienced. FAU | B23. Raekwon Williams (Ur) 
4. Will Davis, OT, Fort Pierce, FL | played 10 true freshmen on defense and special teams last CB 10 Herb Miller {So.) 
5. Korel Smith, CB, Hollywood, FL ph eat and the youngsters proved worthy of the playing time. | 5s 18 Jalen Young (So.) 
6. Da'Von Brown, CB, Belle Glade, FL | Linebacker Azeez Al-Shaair led the Owls with 94 tackles, | FS 14 Andrew Soroh (So.] 
7. John Mitchell, WR, Tallahassee, FL | earning Freshman All-America honors from one outlet. SPECIAL TEAMS 


8. Rashad Smith, LB, Homestead, FL 


9. Devin Singletary, RB, Deefield Beach, FL | 


10. Antonio Hadden, WR, Fort Pierce, FL 


The three touchdowns Ocie Rose scored last season were 


K 17 Greg Joseph (Sr. 
only two off the team lead — and he was the nickel back. sired 


P 67 Dalton Schomp (Sr.} 


“| know they didn’t win very many, but if you 
really look at it, they were only a few plays away 
from going to a bowl game.” 


8 Bobby Mitchell (So.) 
2 James Brunson (Fr. 
1 Henry Bussey (Jr.) 
74 Byers Hickmon (So.) 
65 Tarrick Thomas [Fr.) 
78 Richard Wiltiams (Fr.) 
64 Antonyo Woods (Jr.) 
66 Dillon DeBoer [Sr.} 
10 Dustin Bowens (Jr.) 
16 Jason Driskel {So.) 
25 Jay Warren (Sr.} 


8 Nick Internicola Ur.) 
17 Denzel Whitfield (Sr.) 
90 Shalom Ogbonda (Sr) 
98 Haiden Nagel (Jr.) 
47 Jerrad Ward (Jr.) 

45 Jacob Douglas (S0.} 
5 DJ Juste (Sr.] 

12 Kemar Downer (So.} 
3. Shelton Lewis (So.) 
19 Jake Stoshak {So.) 
24 Lester Thomas Sr.) 


KR_ 20 Marcus Clark (Jr.) 
PR 1 Henry Bussey (Jr.) 


| Jalen Young intercepted three passes and made 69 tackles. 


BOLD indicates returning starter 
SPECIALISTS Dalton Schomp led the nation in punting last 


RETURNING LEADERS 


season, averaging 48.0 yards, but is it ever a positive to put an 
image of the punter on the cover of the spring media guide, like FAU 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME C-USA NATIONAL did? Schomp is the leading name in what has been an average-at-best 
Scoring 22.5 ppg «10106 special teams unit. FAU signed Landon Scheer in 2014, touting him as 
Rushing 1648 ypg 5 72 | the top kicker in the nation. He's yet to beat out walk-on Greg Joseph. 
lon =. 7. : | FINAL ANALYSIS Entering his third season as FAU coach, Partridge 
saaaee = Yipee | alls Gane has a team athletic enough to compete with every program 

Scoring 28.8 ppq 6 93 in Conference USA. With non-conference home games 

Rushing 1 48. 4ypg 7 65 | against Southern Illinois and Ball State, anything short of 

Passing 236.7 pg 4; | bowl eligibility will be disappointing. If the young quar- 

Total 405.1 ypq 4 70 terbacks can quickly get a handle on Trickett’s offense, the 
TOMARGIN”PERGAME C-USA” nation OW/S should head into conference play with momentum for 

y 78 85 the first time since, well, ever. 


STAT CORNER 


Passing: Jason Driskel, 151-77-965-4, 3 TDs 
Rushing: Greg Howell, 133 att., 598 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Henry Bussey, 29 rec., 236 yds.. 0 TDs 
Tackles: Azeez Al-Shaair, 94 

Sacks: Trey Hendrickson, 13.5 

Interceptions: Jalen Young, 3; Ocie Rose, 3 


FAU averaged just 3.2 points per 
trip inside the 40, 123rd in FBS. 


Field position was a strength, but 


the Owls couldn't capitalize. 
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OFFENSE Quarterback Alex McGough enters his third year as the 
TEAM INFORMATION starter and leads a unit that has nine starters returning from 2015 — a 
| season in which McGough threw for 2,722 yards and 21 touchdowns 
| with just eight interceptions. 


FIU PANTHERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 105 * C-USA EAST PREDICTION: 6 * PROJECTED RECORD: 4-8, 3-5 C-USA 


Head Coach: Ron Turner | 
Record at School: 10-26 (3 years) 
Career Record: 52-87 (12 years] 


Offensive Coordinator: Steve Shankweiler. Every skill position returns a playmaker from 2015. Running back 

Defensive Coordinator: Matt House | Alex Gardner is back after a season in which he eclipsed 1,200 yards 

Miami, FL © FIU Stadium (20,000) | from scrimmage (760 rushing, 442 receiving) and scored 10 touch- 
| downs. He's joined by a pair of talented pass-catching threats in tight 

2016 SCHEDULE end Jonnu Smith and wide receiver Thomas Owens. 

s ; | Along the offensive front, Michael Montero leads a veteran group 

ept. 1 Indiana | s : : 

Sept. 10. Maryland | that needs to improve its run blocking to allow the Panthers to see 

Sept. 17 at Massachusetts __ offensive continuity. 

Sept. 24 UCF The knock on FIU’s offense is the lack of the big play, which needs 


| 
Oct. 1 Florida Atlantic | to change in the 2016 season. Given the unit’s experience, big-play 
Oct. 8 atUTEP | capability (or lack thereof) could be the difference. 


Ook 1S sat Charlee DEFENSE ‘the strength of the defense is at safety, where 


ea 4 ota | Niko Gonzalez and Tyree Johnson bring playmaking ability 


Nov, 5 at Western Kentucky __ and experience to the back end. That experience offsets the JF fren they're heading in the right direction.” 
Nov, 19 Marshall | losses of talented cornerbacks Richard Leonard and Jeremi- 
Nov. 26 at Old Dominion ) ah’WMcKinnon — An opposing C-USA assistant coach 
| Anthony Wint led FIU with 88 tackles in 2015, and 
2015 RESULTS Treyvon Williams and Davison Colimon return from inju- DEPTH CHART 
| ries to give the Panthers a strong corps of linebackers. Look | OFFENSE (3) 
FINAL RECORD: 5-7, 3-5 | WR 81 Thomas Owens (Jr) 84 Shawn Abrams (Sr.) 


for Vontarius West to be a playmaker after gaining much 


“| think Ron is getting his traction down there, 
and they obviously made a big jump in the win 


Sept. 3. at UCF W 15-14 | needed experience last season. WR 5. Julian Williams (Jr) 9 Shug Oyeguale (Jr) 
Sept. 12 Indiana | 22-36 | TU will have to find newcomers to establish a pass rush LT 75 Edens Sineace {Sr.) 2 Dieugot Joseph (Sr) 
Sept. 19 NC Central W 39-14 with three of four starting defensive linemen gone. Imarjaye bees sats Buctwig (ir 79 ‘Kal Absheet (So. 
Sept. 26 atLovisiana Tech = L 17-27 | eas eae § C 64 Michael Montero(Sr.) 76 Neal Mars So.) 
ct, 3 at Massachusetts... 1a24 | Albury, a senior, is the lone returnee on the line; the onus is | p¢ 69 Chris Miller (So.) 73. Trenton Saunders (Sr. 
Oct, 10 UTEP w. §2-12 | 0m FIU to find young talent to step up at the defensive end | Rt 65 Daquane Wilkie (So.) 78 Dieugot Joseph (Sr, 
Oct. 17 atMiddle Tennessee | 34-42 | Spots. TE 86 A.J. Branisel (Jr.) 85. Ricky Fernandez (Sr.) 
Oct. 24 Old Dominion W 41-12 | ‘The Panthers hope to avoid the injury bug and establish a | TE 87 Jonnu Smith (Sr.) 88 Jonathan Pavlov (Jr.) 
Oct, 31 atFloridaAtlantic { 17-31 | pass rush, If they're able to do so, the athleticism is there to | 9B 12 Alex McGough (Jr.) 8 Christian Alexander [Fr.) 
Nov. 7 Charlotte W 48-31 | make plays. Again, with so much experience on offense, the | RB 1 Alex Gardner (Jr.) 2 Anthony Jones (So.) 
Nov. 14 at Marshall | 0-82 | defense needs to be good, not great. Last year, they weren't DEFENSE (4) 
pi le Mh | good. DE 7 Fermin Silva (So) 92 John Broome (So.) 

| SPECIALISTS FIU’s special teams unit was solid in 2015. | OT 94 Marques Cheeks (St) 46 Milord Juste (S0.] 


DT 93 


TOP 10 RECRUITS Placekicker Austin Taylor is back, as is punter Stone Wil- neo 


son. Numbers weren't bad across the board, but given that 


1. DAngelo Ware, RB, Moore Haven, FL_ | C-USA had some of the nation’s best in the kicking game, ie Hs 
2. Khairi Reaser, CB, Miami, FL* | continued improvement is a must. FIU needs to find some- LB 
3. Tony Gaiter, WR, Homestead, FL one to replace Leonard, who was a do-it-all return guy. Look | ¢g 2 
4. Andrew Tarver, DI, Powder Springs, GA for Anthony Jones to emerge as the primary option early, | cB 2 
5. Jose Borregales, K, Miami, FL but head coach Ron Turner will try out several people in an S 33 


6. Hunter Orem, OB, Lakeland, FL 
7, Stantley Thomas, WR, Punta Gorda, FL 


S31 


| attempt to get that explosive factor that Leonard brought 


Imarjaye Albury (Sr.) 98 Leonard Washington (Sr.) 
Jermaine Sheriff (So) 71 RJ. Harris (Fr.) 
Anthony Wint (Jr.) 57 Jordan Guest (Jr.] 
Treyon Williams (Sr) 41 Fred Russ (Jr.) 

Davison Colimon {Sr.| 29 Vontarius West (Jr.) 
Kenyatta Anderson So.) 20 Emmanuel Lubin (So.) 
Deonte Wilson (Sr. 20 Emmanuel Lubin (So.) 
Niko Gonzalez (Jr.) 27. Xavier Hines (Jr.) 

Tyree Johnson {So.) 25 Isaiah Hilt (Fr.) 


je | to the table. SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Shakur Cooper, OLB, Miami, FL 
6 Danies rai WR. Miami. FL FINALANALYSIS ‘This goals for this season can be summed K 43. Austin Taylor (Sr.] KR 2 Anthony Jones (So) 
10. Isaiah Brown, CB, Tampa, FL up with one word: consistency. If FIU can be consistent, the P 6 Stone Wilson (So.) PR 2 Anthony Jones (So.] 


*juniot college transfer | SChedule sets up for seven or eight wins. However, if both 
| sides of the ball are inconsistent, FIU could be staring at a 
2015 RANKINGS three- or four-win season. 
aiten Wadia Gl Gen McGough has to take the next step as a leader and find ways to win 
Souing 26S ae 0 | close games. FIU’s offense could be one of the surprises of C-USA 
Rushing 109.9 og 18122 in 2016 — if all returning parts continue to build chemistry and take 
Passing 237.Bypg 5 52 care of the football. Defensively, it’s all about the pass rush. If FIU can 
Total 347.8 ypg 10 106 | establish solid ends, the talent is there in other spots to see the defense 
improve. Without a rush, young cornerbacks are going to 


= 
DEFENSE PERGAME C-USA NATIONAL | 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Alex McGough, 420-269-2,722-8, 21 TDs 
Rushing: Alex Gardner, 186 att.. 760 yds., 9 TDs 
Receiving: Alex Gardner, 60 rec., 442 yds., 1 1D 
Tackles: Anthony Wint, 88 

Sacks: Mark Bruno, 1; Xavier Hines, 1 
Interceptions: Niko Gonzalez, 2 


Scoring -29.8ppg 7 g5 | have a world of trouble against C-USA receivers. STAT CORNER 


Rushing 185.1 ypg 9 | ‘The Panthers’ schedule sets up to give them momentum 

Passing 221.0ypg 2 4) | and confidence heading down the stretch, After opening 

Total 4061 ypg 7 7 | against Indiana and Maryland, the next five games don't fea- 

JOMARGIN PERGAME CUSA Navona, tUXE an opponent projected to be in the top 100 out of 128 
i) 0253 44 | FBS teams. They need to take advantage. 


110 ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2016 


Ron Turner has been a head 
coach for 12 seasons. Only twice 
has his team had a winning 
record in league play. 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


FIU Athletics 


cs 


da/Marshall Athleti 


Espac 


Eric 


MARSHALL THUNDERING HERD 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 73 * C-USA EAST PREDICTION: 2 e PROJECTED RECORD: 8-4, 6-2 C-USA 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Quarterback Chase Litton threw for 2,605 yards and 23 


2 touchdowns as a true freshman in 2015, benefiting from an experienced 
Head Coach: Doc Holliday f skill dhim \ h ’ ‘ 
Record at School: 50-28 (6 years group of skill guys aroun — a luxury that he won't necessarily have 
Career Record: 50-78 (6 years) | in 2016. Litton lost his top two 2015 targets, Davonte Allen and Dean- 
Offensive Coordinator: Bill Legg dre Reaves, but outside receiver Deon-Tay McManus returns, along with 
Defensive Coordinator: Chuck Heater Justin Hunt and Michael Clark, a 6'7" deep threat. Tight ends Ryan 
Huntington, WV * Joan C. Edwards Stadium = | Yurachek and Emanuel Byrd also will be bigger factors. 


(38,227) Marshall will likely use several running backs, including Hyleck 
| Foster, Keion Davis and Tony Pittman, to replace the losses of Devon 

2016 SCHEDULE | Johnson and Remi Watson. Foster is an explosive rusher, while Davis 
Sept. 10 Morgan State | and Pittman are more physical backs. 
Sept. 17 Akron | The experience of the offensive line helps — especially the return of 
Sept. 24 Louisville | senior right tackle Clint Van Horn, who was granted a sixth year of 
> . : teh | eligibility by the NCAA. Van Horn and guard Michael Selby have 
(ct 15. Florida Attantic | combined for 52 career starts on the right side of the line. Sandley 
Oct. 22 Charlotte | Jean-Felix is back at left tackle, while Jordan Dowrey moves 
Oct. 29 at Southern Miss ; to left guard and Nate Devers to center after the two split 
Nov, § at Old Dominion | starts at right guard last year. 
Nov. 12 Middle Tennessee With an experienced line and Litton in his second year 
Nov. 19 atFIU | leading the offense, the Herd could once again become an 
Nov. 26 Western Kentucky } offensive power. 


DEFENSE Defensive coordinator Chuck Heater is going 
to field several new faces, none bigger than those who will 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 10-3, 6-2 | be manning the secondary. With the losses of Keith Baxter | WR 9 Justin Hunt (Sr.} 7 Michael Clark (So.} 
Sept. 6 Purdue W 41-31 | (graduation) and Corey Tindal (turned pro) at cornerback, | WR 4 Deon-Tay McManus (Jr.) 15 Raylen Elzy (So, 
Sept. 12 at Ohio L 10-21 | Marshall has just Rodney Allen and Antavis Rowe returning |“ 97 Sandley Jean-Felix (Jr.) 79 Fred Binot (So.] 
Sept. 19 Norfolk State W 4-7] .. : ; . LG 58 Jordan Dowrey(So.) 60 Joey Maddox (So) 

with corner experience. Heater’s system requires cornerbacks : 
Sept. 26 at Kent State W 36-29 | : ae allow for th sole looks i C 76 Nate Devers (So.) 61 Levi Brown (Fr.) 
Oct. 3 Old Dominion W 7-7, to Win one-on-one battles to allow for the multiple looks in | pg 5% MichaelSelby Sr.) 65 Cody Collins ir) 
Oct. 9 Southern Miss  W 31-19 | the front seven, meaning the pressure is on the duo. Safeties | RT 78 Clint VanHom|{Sr) 7% A.J. Addison (Jr) 
Oct. 17 at Florida Atlantic ~=W 33-17 | Jiquan Lang and CJ. Reavis, a former Virginia Tech player, | TE 85 Ryan Yurachek(Jr.) 25 Kaleb Harris (S0.) 
Oct. 24 North Texas W 30-13 | will aid the corners in the early transition. TE 21 Emanuel Byrd (Sr.) 25. Kaleb Harris (So.) 
Oct. 31 at Charlotte W 34-10 | Marshall has to replace the Conference USA Defensive | 9B 1 Chase Litton {So.) 11 Michael Birdsong (Sr. 
Nov. 7 atMiddle Tennessee ot} L 24-27 | Player of the Year in linebacker Evan McKelvey, and DJ. | RB 2 Hyleck Foster Uc} 18 Keion Davis (So.) 
Nov. 14 IU W 52-0 | Hunter is also gone from the middle of the defense. Devon- | DEFENSE (4) 
Nov. 27 at Western Kentucky L 28-49 | tre’a Tyler and Shawn Petty have experience, but outside | DE 91 Ryan Bee(So.) 44 Blake Keller (Jr.) 
Dec. 26 vs.Connecticut# = W 16-10 ‘| linebackers Davon Durant and Frankie Hernandez have to DT 54 Nyquan Harris (So.) 98 Jason Smith (So.] 

Ht feestag lod) tive up to expectations quickly. DT %5 Tomell One (Jr) 97 Malik Thompson (So.) 

TOP 10 RECRUITS Some pressure could be relieved up front with ends Gary | DE 59 Gary Thompson (Sr) 73 Joe Massaquoi (Sr.) 

Thompson and Ryan Bee serving as one of the more lethal OLB % Frankie Hernandez (So) 37 Chase Hancock (So. ] 
1, Jaquan Yulee, ILB, Chesapeake, VA duos in Conference USA. The interior defensive line lost | MLB 5 Devontre‘a Tyler {Sr.) 45. Raheim Huskey [J 
2. Xavier Gaines, OB, Lake Wales, FL | ; roars OLB 36 Davon Durant (Jr.] 9 Shawn Petty (Sr.] 

Pevensey three seniors, but the staff is high on youngsters Nyquan 3 

4, Pro Wells, TE, Kenneth City FL Harris Tomell One, Jason Smith and Malik Thompson Ue! te) ‘ae He 
4. Ja(lua Daniels, RB, Athens, 64 Marshall's ability to create turnovers and Gree anon Se aan eee ue rth de 
a A Saigon. ie paca keyed the defense in 2015, and that success was built on the : : ele it prc tra (Fr) 
B; Cl. S Chester YW | unit’s experience. The Herd may have early growing pains : ‘ 
7. Jeremiah Maddox, S, Hilton Head Island, SC | b ot : th for H ee Y growing pains, SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Garet Morrell, 08, Leesburg, GA | ut the talent is there for Heater’s unit to enjoy success. K 48 Nick Smith (Jc) KR 25 Kaleb Harts (So) 
9. Jestin Morrow, CB, Hilton Head Istand, SC | SPECIALISTS ‘This could be the biggest area of need. P 30 Kaare Vedvik (So.) PR 2. Hyleck Foster (Jr) 


10. Cody Mitchell, RB/TE, Point Pleasant, W | ‘Ihe Herd loses four-year starters in punter Tyler Williams 


*juniar college transfer | and long-snapper Matt Cincotta, along with Reaves, who 
| was the C-USA Special Teams Player of the Year and the 
2015 RANKINGS | only player nationally in the top 10 in both kickoff and punt returns. 
OFFENSE —-PERGAME C-USA NATIONAL = Placekicking was inconsistent at best last season, but Nick Smith and 
Scoring 31.3 ppg 5 aI Amoreto Curraj return. For the program that led the nation in special 
oe ei yeg : teams efficiency in 2015, there are major losses that must be replaced. 
oo! 4004 - 5 4, | FINAL ANALYSIS = ‘The experience of Litton and the entire offensive 
: line will help the young skill players on offense immensely, 
DEFENSE © © PERGAME C-USA NATIONAL | Pee ye y 
Scorin 1780991 10 so the Herd should see improvement despite the graduation 
Richy 168.1 i P 4, _ losses. Defensively, the team is young but talented, and Heat- 
Passing 1919 yg 99 | er’s defense has quietly been one of the nation’s best over the 
Total 360.0 yoy 35 | last five years. A tough non-conference schedule looms, but 
TOMARGIN PERGAME CUA Warowa ‘th Herd should be in position for their fourth straight 10- 
+ 0312 9 | win season and a run at another Conference USA title. 


STAT CORNER 


“They're geniuses in their simplicity. A lot of 
their pass game is sideline throws, fade balls 
where they look for a pass interference call.” 


— An opposing C-USA assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (8) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Chase Litton, 383-230-2,605-8, 23 TOs 
Rushing: Hyleck Foster. 99 att., 450 yds.. 3 TOs 
Receiving: Ryan Yurachek, 44 rec., 417 yds., 9 TDs 
Tackles: Tiquan Lang, 91 

Sacks: Gary Thompson, 9.0 

Interceptions: Rodney Allen, 3 


Marshall has won 33 games in the 
last three seasons. The Thundering 
Herd had won just 40 games in the 
eight seasons before this stretch. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM = 111 


ea 
Ms 


4’ MTSU BLUE RAIDERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 70 « C-USA EAST PREDICTION: 1 * PROJECTED RECORD: 8-5, 46-2 C-USA 


OFFENSE ‘The record-breaking freshman passing tandem of Brent 
fereteeeee ATION Stockstill and Richie James returns for Act Two. Stockstill, son of | 
Record at School: 64-61 (10 yeara) | head coach Rick Stockstill, passed for 4,005 yards, just 52 yards shy 
Career Record: 64-61 (10 years} | of Jameis Winston's NCAA freshman record (4,057). James had 108 
Offensive Coordinator: Tony Franklin receptions for 1,346 yards, breaking school records in both categories. 
Defensive Coordinator: Tyrone Nix | They led MTSU’s most productive offensive season in program history. 
Murfreesboro, TN © Floyd Stadium (30,788) | Most of the records they broke were set in 2009 under offensive coor- 

| dinator Tony Franklin, who returns to his old job this season. Franklin 
2016 SCHEDULE has spent the past six seasons at Louisiana Tech and Cal, but he’s back 
| in Murfreesboro to take over a rising offense with a high ceiling. 
| Ole Miss transfer I’Tavius Mathers returns to his hometown to be the 
Sept. 17 at Bowling Green primary running back. He rushed for 1,061 yards over three seasons in 
Sept 24 Louisiana Tech the SEC. Desmond Anderson, an explosive sophomore, should be his 
Oct. 1. at North Texas sidekick in the backfield. There are a couple of holes on the offensive 
Oct. 15 Western Kentucky line, but depth from last season should fill the gaps well enough. 
Oct. 22 at Missouri Franklin's offense works best with a deep rotation of wide 
Oct. 29 at FIU receivers. Terry Pettis is a 6'5" freakish athlete who had 612 
Nov, 5 UTSA receiving yards last season, and experienced wideout Deme- 
Nov, 12 at Marshall | trius Frazier is also back. But more targets will be needed. 
Hov. 19 at Charlotte _ Shane Tucker’s move from running back to slot receiver 
i aaa could make a big impact. He has been an all-purpose play- 
r for his whole 1, rackin . 
2015 RESULTS maker for career, racking up 20 TDs 


DEFENSE Big holes remain at linebacker and safety as 
FINAL RECORD: 7-6, 6-2 | five of the top six tacklers from last season graduated. The 


Sept. 3 Alabama A&M 
Sept. 10 at Vanderbilt 


BRENT STOCKSTILL 


“They have a ton of formations — unbalanced sets, 
jet sweeps, fake jets, They stretch you horizontally 
with the run, and they have a nice pass game.” 


— An opposing C-USA assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 87 Richie James (So.) 48 Max Linder (So. 


Sept. § Jackson State W 10-14 | defensive line and cornerbacks should be strong, but there’s | WR 7 Jocquez Bruce (Fr. 10. Ty Clemons (So.] 
~ i o— Li | some work to do for veteran defensive coordinator Tyrone Ha ‘ eel | nel nly e 
ent. rlotte F | ae Fe 4 ‘ i Pi 
Set 26 at Iltinois L 25-27 | ae sug: = ps steer i evin Byard, one. of the LT 55 Carlos Johnson (So.) 74 Robert Behanan (So.] 
Oct. 3 Vanderbilt Lqgt7 best players in program history with a school-record 19 ca- LG 63. Josh Chester (Sr) 79. DeAndre Ford (So) 
Oct. 10 at Western Kentucky L 28-58 | Teer interceptions, must be replaced by sophomore Jovante C 66 Daniel Stephens (Sr.) 72 Josh Fannin (Fr) 
Oct. 17 FIU w 42-34 | Moffatt and other inexperienced defenders. RG 73 Chandler Brewer (So.) Angelo Owens (Jr) 
Oct, 24 atLovisianaTech  t 16-45 | There are new starters at linebacker. D.J. Sanders is a | RT 56 Maurquice Shakir(Sr.) 65. Hunter Rogers (Sr. 
Nov. 7 Marshall W 27-24 | speedy playmaker. Myles Harges is a physical tackler who | QB 12 BrentStockstill (So.) 19 John Urzua (Fr. 


RB 32 |"Tavius Mathers (Sr.) 25 Desmond Anderson (So.} 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE 49 Steven Rhodes (Sr.) 11 Peter Bailey (Sr.} 
DT 99 Jamal McBride (Sr.] 90 Patrick Stewart (So.) 
DT 51 Shaquille Huff (Sr.) 97 Raynard Felton (Sr.) 


Nov. 14 at Florida Atlantic W 24-17 | missed most of 2015 with injuries. Chris Melton and Darius 

Nov. 21 North Texas W 41-7 | Harris are promising youngsters. They are all athletic. 

Nov. 28 atUISA == SW 42-7 The defensive line is stocked with experience, including 

Dec. 24 vs. Western Michigan #L 31-45 | senior bookends Steven Rhodes and Chris Hale. Corner- 
#etemestow | backs Mike Minter and Jeremy Cutrer make up one of the 


TOP 10 RECRUITS best coverage duos in Conference USA. Minter is among | DE 59 Chris Hale (Sr.) 91 Justin Atkins (J) 
the team’s best all-around players, and Cutrer is a ball-hawk | OLB 31 DL. Sanders Ur.) Dale Craig IF.) 

iF Tyshawn Brown, DB, Atlanta, GA | who led MTSU in passes defended (13) last season. MLB 33 Myles Harges Lr.) 4% Richie Bisaccia Ur) 

2. Rakavian Poydras, DT, Clarksville, TN ‘ f OLB 40 Chris Melton (So.] 30 Darius Harris (So. 

3, Ty Lee, WR, Moultrie, GA | SPECIALISTS Placekicker is open after starter Cody Clark | ¢g 47 Mike Minter (Jr.) 28 Dontavious Heard (Sr. 

4, Treyton Peters, OT, Rockwood, TN | (12-of-16 FGs) left over a scholarship dispute.Canon Rook- | cB 9 Jeremy Cutrer (Sr.) Charvarius Ward (Jr.) 

5. CJ.Windham, WR, Powder Springs, GA. | & will try to transition from kickoff specialist to placekick- | 5S 2 Alex Dale (Jr) 29 Darryl Randolph (So.) 

6. Reginald Henderson, WR, Clewiston, FL ¢f but freshman Crews Holt will be another option. Matt | FS 7 Jovante Moffatt (So) 46 Vernon Walker (Fr! 

7. Kyle Banks, OB, Acworth, GA | Bonadies is back at punter after a steady freshman season in SPECIAL TEAMS 

8. Chris Myers, DE, La Vergne, TN _ which he averaged 41.3 yards per boot. James and Desmond K 15 Canon Rooker (Jr.) KR_ 25 Desmond Anderson (So. 


9. Ricky Blair, WR, Hacienda Heights, CA* | Anderson are the likely punt and kick returners, respectively, 
10. Caleb Felton, LB, Muscle Shoals, AL but both positions could be flexible. 


“junior college tansfe | FINAL ANALYSIS MTSU can be penciled in for at least 
2015 RANKINGS six wins, as the Blue Raiders have reached bowl eligibility in six of 
Sane nea Tea Pasada't the last seven seasons. But this schedule has an obstacle with only five 
Scoring: "30mg 96 home games, which is especially key since MTSU has a 15-3 home 
Reciieg 1 157 yg 12 9 record and 6-14 road/neutral mark over the past three seasons. There is 
Passing ality 15 | tough three-game stretch early on at Vanderbilt, at defending MAC 
Total 457.4ypg 4 47 | champion Bowling Green and at home against Louisiana Tech. 
aaa Gk Gs tae A strong start would benefit the Blue Raiders, as the back 
Seung 2bopg. 4g __-‘alf of the conference schedule gets easier. A Nov. 12 trip 
Rushing 152.2 ypg 3 4g. to Marshall, per usual, could carry ramifications in the 
Passing , 2535ypg 8 4 | East Division race. If the offense puts together another re- 
Total 405.6ypq 5 1 cord-breaking year and the defense finds a pass rusher and 
TOMARGIN PERGAME USA Navona, DCW Sources for disruptive plays, MTSU could be a Confer- 

“A ou 9 9 ence USA contender. 


P 99 Matt Bonadies (So.) PR 87 Richie James (So.] 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Brent Stockstill, 490-327-4,005-9, 30 TDs 
Rushing: Shane Tucker, 127 att., 413 yds., 2 TDs 
Receiving: Richie James, 108 rec., 1,346 yds., 8 TDs 
Tackles: Michael Minter, 55 

Sacks: Chris Hale, 4.0 

Interceptions: Jeremy Cutrer, 3 


MTSU Athletics 


MTSU recovered only 29.5 per- 
cent of fumbles in 2015, worst in 
FBS, but still improved to 7-6. If 
the bad luck reverses, look out. 
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nion Athletics 


Old Don 


OLD DOMINION MONARCHS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 104 * C-USA EAST PREDICTION: 5 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 4-4 C-USA 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Quarterback was a question mark last season and is like- 


2 ly to stay that way for now. Shuler Bentley and David Washington, 
prc petra a _ a converted receiver, traded the starting gig last season. After taking 
Career Record: §7-27 (7 nck | over for Bentley midway through the year, Washington started in three 
Offensive Coordinator: Brian Scott | wins before tearing his ACL. Bentley finished out the year throwing 
Defensive Coordinator: Rich Nagy | six touchdowns and one interception in the final two outings. With 
Norfolk, VA © Foreman Field (20,118) | Washington limited in the spring, Bentley, a pocket passer, focused on 

| improving his mobility. Coach Bobby Wilder expects the position to 
| remain unsettled into the fall. 
2016 SCHEDULE | ‘There are two solid options at running back as junior Ray Lawry and 


Sept. 3 Hampton | sophomore Jeremy Cox give the Monarchs what Wilder says should be 
Sept. 10 at Appalachian State as good a rushing tandem as there is in the league. The speedy Lawry, 
Sept. 17 at NC State | the conference's top freshman in 2014, carried for 1,136 yards and 11 
Sept. 24 UTSA touchdowns last season. Cox, who is the more physical of the two, filled 
Oct, 1 at Charlotte in nicely as a banged-up Lawry missed time late in the season. 

Oe) Poieseupatts The Monarchs return the players who caught 211 of last 

Oct. 22 at Western Kentucky ay . : 

Oct. 29. at UTEP | season's 235 receptions. But Wilder says he wants more out 

Nov. 5. Marshall of this veteran group, which is led by senior Zach Pascal and 

Nov. 12. Southern Miss junior Jonathan Duhart. 

Nov. 19 at Florida Atlantic Prior to last season, the Monarchs’ staff decided to involve 

Nov. 26 FIU the tight end more. But when Melvin Vaughn suffered a 


season-ending knee injury late in fall camp and his backup, 
Adam Swann, broke his leg a few days later, the plan was 
scrapped. With Vaughn, Swann and a group of younger op- 
tions all healthy, look for the tight ends to play a larger role. 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 5-7, 3-6 


WR 2 
WR 9 


Sept. 5 atEastern Michigan W 38-34 | ‘That will be important since the Monarchs will be young | WR 6 Zach Pascal (Sr. 86 Travis Fulgham (So. 
Sept. 12 Norfolk State W 24-10 | along an offensive line that will have to replace two starters. LT 70 Devin Hannan (Fr) 75 Eric Hampson (So. 
Sept. 19 NC State | 1438 | DEFENSE Old Dominion welcomes back 13 players who = 3 Lt nssarhay pa Mp Nenana) 
ey - ines State Lie | saw time on the defensive line, including senior nose tackle | pg 78 Darius Garcia (Jr) 64 Jean-Luc Childs (Fr) 
Oct 17 Charlotte W 37-36 | Rashaad Coward, who racked up 47 tackles, as well as soph- | RT 62 Hunter Sosebee (Fr. 79 Cullen Casey {So.) 
Oct. 24 at FIU | 42-4] | more Oshane Ximines and junior Bunmi Rotimi, who were | TE 1 Melvin Vaughn Ur] 88 Adam Swann (So.} 
Oct. 31 Western Kentucky | 30-85 | first and second on the team in sacks, respectively. QB 10 David Washington (Sr) 19 Shuler Bentley (So.) 
Nov. 7 atUTSA W %-31 | While the strength of the unit will be up front, there’s rea~ | RB 33 RayLawry (Jr) 35 Jeremy Cox (So.] 
Nov. 14 UTEP W 31-21 | son to be optimistic elsewhere. Conference USA's leading | DEFENSE (7) 
Nov. 21 atSouthenMiss 1 31-56 | tackler, senior TJ. Ricks, will move from inside linebacker to | DE 58 BunmiRotimi (Jr.) 99 Daniel Appouh (So.) 
Nov. 28 Florida Atlantic L 31-33 | outside to better take advantage of his size and quickness. In NT 57 Rashaad Coward (Sr.) 54 Pat Toal (So.) 

his place, a deep group of linebackers — including Wilder's | DT 90 Miles Fox (So.) 59 Galen Evans (Sr. 


DE 98 
OLB 3 
ILB 45 
OLB 47 


son Derek and promising sophomores Isaiah Worthy and 
Marvin Branch — expect to make an impact. 

| The Monarchs return three of last season's four starters in 
| the secondary, with Denzel Williams looking likely to find 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Noah Eltison, WR, Sicklerville, NJ 
2. Lawrence Garner, LB, Columbus, NJ 


3. Marcus Joyner, TE, Camden, NC a prominent spot in the rotation. Look for corners Aaron oa 7 lainey ; peewee tal 

4, Scott McCluney, WR, Gaffney, sc | Young and Brandon Addison and strong safety Justice Davi- SS 10 Sean Carter (So.) 21 Justin Noye (So.) 

5. Isaac Weaver, OT, Marietta, GA la to play major roles on a unit that’s steadily building depth. | FS 4 Denzel Williams (Fr) 2 Justice Davila (Jr.) 

. ee ie it peely SC SPECIALISTS In an effort to bolster an underwhelming SPECIAL TEAMS 

8. Brent Priester, LB, Brooklyn, NY | special teams game, the Monarchs brought in former Van- K 25 Chris Kirtley (So, KR 4. Kesean Strong (So.) 
| derbilt assistant Charles Bankins. He'll have some promis- P 14 Dalton Fraser (Jr) PR 2 Marques Little Ur) 


9. Joe Joe Headen, CB, Harrisburg, PA 
10. Prince Ajegwu, S, Baltimore, 


2015 RANKINGS 


| ing pieces in sophomore kicker Chris Kirtley and sopho- 
more kick returner Kesean Strong. But Bankins will have to 
find answers at punter and punt returner. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Thus far, change has been the only constant for 


ee yee a or | the modern incarnation of Old Dominion football. After restarting 
ret be . ; 10 3 the program, the Monarchs spent two seasons as an FCS Independent, 
Death n95 mf 4g | _fWo Seasons in one of the FCS’ top leagues, one season as an FBS 
Total a713ypq 8 1 Independent and now two seasons in Conference USA. So this season 
ee a aE marks unprecedented consistency. According to Wilder, that 
Scoring 35899-1008 will start showing as more high school recruits with redshirt 
Rushing 203.3ypg «12 10, Years on their résumés start making their way to the field. 
Passing 233.9 ypg «5 77 One of the youngest teams in the league last season, the 
Total 437.3ypq 10 93 | Monarchs finished one win shy of their first bowl bid. If they 
SiDEE PERGME DEA MATL | eal down some big questions — i.e., quarterback — this 

J 108 6 79 | group should be in good shape to get over that barrier. 


“Offensively, they start with the running game 
and force you to change your numbers in the box 
and try to get the pass game going off of that.” 


— An opposing C-USA assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (9) 


Marques Little (Jr.) 4 Kesean Strong (So. 
Jonathan Duhart (Jr.) 5 Eri’Reon Hayes (So.) 


Oshane Ximines (So.} 91 Casey Bernard (Fr.) 
Anthony Wilson (Sr.] 38 Richard Thomas (Sr.] 
Shadow Williams {Sr} 42 Derek Wilder (Fr.) 
T.J. Ricks (Sr.) 37. Marvin Branch (So.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Shuler Bentley, 269-140-1,432-6, 12 TDs 
Rushing: Ray Lawry, 194 att., 1,136 yds., 11 TDs 
Receiving: Zach Pascal, 68 rec., 970 yds., 8 TDs 
Tackles: T.J. Ricks, 123 

Sacks: Bunmi Rotimi, 4.5 

Interceptions: Four players tied with 1 


Ray Lawry rushed for 438 yards in 
the first two games [against East- 
ern Michigan and Norfolk State). 
He had 698 the rest of the way. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM = 113 


WIXU HILLTOPPERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 76 * C-USA EAST PREDICTION: 3 * PROJECTED RECORD: 8-4, 6-2 C-USA 
OFFENSE Western Kentucky has the unenviable task of replac- 
TERM iN aU el ing star quarterback Brandon Doughty. ‘The six-year veteran rewrote 
Record at School: 20-7 (2 years) the Hilltopper record book, throwing for 97 touchdowns and near- 
Career Record: 20-7 (2 years} ly 10,000 yards over his final two seasons. WKU had four candidates 
Offensive Coordinator: Jeff Brohm competing for the job in the spring and will add another freshman in 
Defensive Coordinator: Nick Holt fall camp. The spring didn't present a clear starter, although senior Nel- 
Bowling Green, KY # Houchens Industries-LT. | son Fishback and junior Mike White appeared to be the frontrunners. 
Smith Stadium (22,113) | Fishback brings the benefit of having been in coach Jeff Brohm’s sys- 
tem longer, but White — a transfer from South Florida who sat out at 
2016 SCHEDULE WKU last year — might bring the best physical talents. The job won't 


Sept, 3) Rice | be decided until the fall. 

Sept. 10 at Alabama | Th d for th backer is that. they'll Is 

Sept. 17 at Miami (Ohi) | e good news for the quarterbacks is that they'll have a veteran 
Sept. 24 Vanderbilt | nucleus around them. The Hilltoppers return their top eight offensive 
Oct. 1 Houston Baptist | linemen, including star left tackle Forrest Lamp. That front line tied 
Oct. 8 at Louisiana Tech for 14th in the nation last year in sacks allowed per game. The top two 
Oct. 15 at Middle Tennessee | running backs — sophomore D’Andre Ferby and senior An- 

Oct. 22 Old Dominion | thony Wales — return after combining for 20 touchdowns 

Oct. 29 at Florida Atlantic | and more than 1,700 rushing yards last year. 

oe : a leas | WKU lost two of its top outside receiving threats, but 

Nov. 26 at Marshall | its top target, senior standout Taywan Taylor, is back after 


| his assault on the school’s receiving records last year. Tay- 
lor emerged as one of the most productive wideouts in the 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 12-2, 8-0 | country despite starting only five games and briefly tested OFFENSE (6) 
Sept. 3 atVanderbitt © W 14-12 | the NFL waters before deciding to return to school. WKU | wr 2 Taywan Taylor (St) 11. Lucky Jackson (| 
Sept. 10 Louisiana Tech © W 41-38 | relics heavily on the tight end and must find a new option to | WR 1 Nacarius Fant (Jr) 16 Quin Jernighan (Fr. 
Sept. 19 at Indiana | 35-38 | replace star Tyler Higbee. All that adds up to some questions | WR 15 Nicholas Norris (Sr.) 81. Kylen Towner (Jr) 
Sept. 26 Miami (Ohio) W 6-14 | in Brohm’s explosive passing game, but the group has veteran LT 76 Forrest Lamp (Sr.) 75 Jimmie Sims (Jr) 
Oct. 3 atRice W 49-10 | leadership to lean on until it truly finds its way. LG 51 Brandon Ray (Jr.) 77 Hunter Holland (Fr) 
Oct. 10 Middle Tennessee W 58-28 | ‘ 3 C 70 Max Halpin (Sr.) 64 Dennis Edwards (So.) 
Oct. 15 at North Texas W 55-28 e NSE WKU's defense ayer last pean from one RG 64 Dennis Edwards (So.) 79 Joe Manley (Sr.) 
Oct. 2% at SU L 9-45 | Of the nation’s worst units in 2014 to a more than capable | py 67 parrelt Williams (Sr.) 49 Matt Nord (Jc) 
Oct. 31 at Old Dominion © W 55-30 | Soup in 2015. The Hilltoppers lose seven Starters from last | TE 18. Shaq Johnson (Sr. 89 Desmond Maxwell (Sr.] 
Nov, 7 Florida Atlantic  W 35-19 | year’s defense, but they're not exactly devoid of experience. | QB 14 Mike White (Jr) 9 Nelson Fishback (Sr.) 
Nov, 21 at FIU W 637 | Those who've played before will be asked to take on larger | RB 20 Anthony Wales (Sr. 32 D'Andre Ferby (So.) 
Nov, 27 Marshall ; W 49-28 | roles, most notably at cornerback. The Hilltoppers must re- DEFENSE (4) 
Dec. 5 Southern Miss % — W 45-28 | place both starters, with juniors Joe Brown and De’Andre | pe 72 Derik Overstreet(Jr.) 24 Devante Duclos (Sr. 
Dec. 21 har plant, 4 4 Simmons the most likely candidates. DT 9 Omatius Bryant (Sr) 55 Evan Sayner (So.) 
| WKU must replace three starters on the defensive line to | OT 3 Chris Johnson (Jr) 9 Julien Lewis (So.) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS go with returning junior defensive end Derik Overstreet. | DE 9% Nick Dawson-Brents (Sr) 11 Tanner Reeves (J) 
: | Senior tackle Omarius Bryant (6'3", 310 pounds) gives | OLB 6 TJ.MeCollum (Jr) 34 Orew Davis (St) 
1. Quinton Baker, RB, Ashland, KY | them a massive option in the middle, and senior Nick Daw- dis : pe eo ne 5) ate ty Ur) 
2 Jeremy Darvin, OT, Nashwille, TN son-Brents — a transfer from Louisville — provides more Sertoli 1 Beye 4 
3. Xavier Lane, WR, Montgomery, AL sacelenie ca ties pale CB 7 Joe Brown Ur) 21, Jordon Gonzalez (Fr.) 
4, Chris Cotto, WR, Hallandale, FL Bo ’ . CB 23 DeAndre Simmons (Jr) 18 AJ, Jackson (Fr.) 
5D ta iB 3 Wy | ‘The linebackers should be the strength of the unit. The SS 8 Marcus Ward (Sr.) 29 Leverick Johnson (Jr) 
He ar i MFI team’s leading tackler, junior T.J. McCollum, is back at out- FS 31 Branden Leston(Sr.) 27 Martavius Mims (So,) 
6. Tyler Witt, OL, Jotiet, IL side linebacker. Senior Keith Brown, another transfer from SPECIAL TEAMS 
7, Jahcour Pearson, WR, Hollywood, FL Louisville, moves from a part-time starti le with th 
, P arting role with the | « 49 Jake Collins $0.) KR 81 Kylen Towne (i) 
8, Jalen Madden, DT, Tuscaloosa, AL Cardinals to WKU’s middle linebacker position rhea ag ee Ree 
9. Steven Duncan, OB, Summerville, SC P ; P 49 Jake Collins (So.} PR 1 Nacarius Fant (Jr.) 
i ’ SPECIALISTS ‘The kicking game is one of WKU’s biggest BOLD indicates returning starter 


10. Seth Joest, OL, Versailles, KY 


2015 RANKINGS 


questions after graduating Garrett Schwettman, the school’s 
all-time leading scorer. Sophomore Jake Collins could be 
a candidate to handle both the field goal and punting duties. Junior 


DEPTH CHART 


ANTHONY WALES 


“They obviously have a huge hole to fill with 
[Brandon] Doughty finally being gone. It feels 
like that guy was in my life forever.” 


— An opposing C-USA assistant coach 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Nelson Fishback, 8-7-70-0, 0 TDs 
Rushing: Anthony Wales, 155 att., 1,091 yds.. 9 TDs 
Receiving: Taywan Taylor, 86 rec., 1,467 yds., 17 TDs 
Tackles: T.J. McCollum, 106 

Sacks: T.J. McCollum, 3.0 

Interceptions: Seven players tied with 1 


WKU averaged 7.5 yards per play 
on first down [second in FBS) and 
allowed 4.9 [17th]. The plus-2.6 


OFFENSE PERGAME C-USA NATIONAL | receiver Kylen Towner has been WKU’s go-to return man since his 
Scoring 44.3 ppg 1 3 | freshman year. He tallied a 98-yard kickoff return TD last season. 
net he radi “ ; - | FINAL ANALYSIS WKU is not likely to be the explosive bunch that 
Total 526.4ypq 1 9 | posted video game-type numbers last season on its way to a 12-2 re- 
ae aes ee ee | cord, a Conference USA championship and a Miami Beach 
Scoring 25.9 9093 53 | Bowl win. But that doesn't mean the Hilltoppers won't be in 
Rushing 165.6ypg 5 59 | contention for another league title and a bowl berth. They 
Passing 239.6ypg 7 86 «| «may have to lean on their defense early until the offense 
Total 405.2ypg 5 7) | finds its identity, but an experienced offensive line and many 
TOMARGIN. PERGAME C-USA Navona, SKAll pieces should give the eventual starting quarterback 

“Mh 00 i | plenty to work with in Brohm’s creative system. 
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margin was second in FBS. 


randon Carter | WKU Athletics 


B 


Tom Morris/LATechSportsPix 


LOUISIANA TECH BULLDOGS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 85 « C-USA WEST PREDICTION: 2 * PROJECTED RECORD: 7-5, 5-3 C-USA 


OFFENSE Unlike the past two seasons, an experienced quarterback 
TEAM INFORMATIO N will not be transferring in to take control of Skip Holtz’s offense. Ryan 
Head Coach: Skip Holtz _ Higgins, who started as a freshman in 2013 before backing up Cody 
axes ey Parcel | Sokol and then Jeff Driskel, reclaimed the starting role after a strong 
Offensive Coordinator: Todd Fitch pefosaaice pee sks : ties F 
Defensive Coordinator: Blake Baker Higgins is comfortable running some zone read, but his primary job 
Ruston, LA © Joe Aillet Stadium (28,019) will be getting the ball out to a talented receiving corps. Louisiana Tech 
_ lines up four wide receivers in its base set, and it has strong options 


2016 SCHEDULE both inside (Trent Taylor) and outside (Carlos Henderson). Standing 


| just 5'8", Taylor was a first-team All-C-USA performer last year after 


; ate St | finishing second in the league with 99 catches. Henderson is a burner, 
Sept. 17 at Texas Tech _ and he will be joined by Utah transfer Alfred Smith, who appears to 
Sept. 24 at Middle Tennessee | have just as much speed as Henderson. 

Oct. 1 UTEP | ‘The offensive line is in great shape, with three returning starters, and 
Oct. 8 Western Kentucky | a fourth — Kirby Wixson — who started in 2014 but missed 2015 due 
Oct. 15 at Massachusetts | to injury. Guard O’Shea Dugas was a Freshman All-Amer- 

Oct. 22 at FU | ican, and left tackle Darrell Brown was second-team All- 

Oct. 29 Rice | C-USA. 

he ; wo on At running back, Kenneth Dixon (second all time in NCAA 

Nov. 26 at Southern Miss | career touchdowns) is gone, and it will be three players com- 


| bining to fill his shoes in an offense that primarily lines up 
with one running back. Former walk-on Boston Scott led the 
' team in rushing in the New Orleans Bowl and likely will start 
given his superior ability to break tackles. Jarred Craft is more 


FINAL RECORD: 9-4, 6-2 
WR 1 


TRENT" TAYLOR 


“They're probably the best team in the division on 
paper, but you say that with an asterisk because 
this is their third straight year with a new QB.” 


— An opposing C-USA assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (6) 


Carlos Henderson (Jr.) 84 Javonte Woodard (Fr.) 


a . ia mete S “ of a short-yardage banger, and Jaqwis Dancy is a breakaway | WR 5 Trent Taylor Sr.) 
: . 19) ot aaaa Et ial (3339 | SY who could be a threat in the passing game. WR 9 Conner Smith (Sr. 
es eee te a | ae , WR 65 Alfred Smith (Fr) 
Sept. 26 FIU W 27-17, DEFENSE With eightstarters gone from a unit that ranked 
: : : LT 75 Darrell Brown (Sr.) 
Oct. 3 UL Lafayette W 43-14 | 62nd in scoring defense, the Bulldogs certainly face some | 16 74 g’shea Dugas (So.) 
Oct. 10 at UTSA W 34-31 | challenges. The secondary returns just one starter, though it C 62 Joseph Brunson (Sr 
Oct. 17 atMississippi State L 20-45 | is a good one in safety Xavier Woods, an All-C-USA selec- | ge 73. Kitty Wixson (Sr) 
Oct. 24 Middle Tennessee —W 45-16 | tion. The starting cornerbacks will be Arizona State trans- | RT 66 Shane Carpenter (So.) 
ce : C a a a | fer Ronald Lewis and Ephraim Kitchen. Another transfer, | QB 14 Ryan Higgins (Sr. 
i n vs iar W 175 | Jerrell Jackson from Hawaii, will be heavily in the mix, and | RB 30 Boston Scott (Jr) 
Nov. 28 Southern Miss L 24-58 | junior college transfer DaMarion King should fill the nickel DEFENSE (3) 
Dec. 19 vs. Arkansas State# W 47-29 | role as the Bulldogs attempt to improve their national rank- | pe 45  Jaylon Ferguson (So.) 
atew eanstt | ing of 100th in passing defense. DT 94 Jordan Bradford (So.) 
| All three linebackers will be new, and there is concern as | DT 90 Courtney Wallace (So) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS to who will step up. Russell Farris should be an every-down | DE 98 Aaron Brown (Sr.) 
1. Willie Baker. DE, New Roads, LA _ linebacker along with Brandon Durman, while a pair of red- LB 31 Russell Farris Ur) 
1 Ka seins) "shirt freshmen in Donald Freeman and Collin Scott will try | UB 5 Brandon Durman (So. 
. Ka'Derrion Mason, DE, McComb,MS ists frecti saat th LB 46 Donald Freeman (Fr) 
3. Jack Abraham, QB, Oxford, MS P Deo Re SECO RRA IEE UE Sth CB 14 Ronald Lewis (Jr) 
i 3 The defensive line will feature a pair of strong defensive ties 
4, Taylor Fondal, 6, New Iberia, LA ; Ve 6 ; CB 37 Ephraim Kitchen (Fr.) 
6. Kalan Ritchie, DE, Goodse Creek, $C* ends in Jaylon Ferguson and Deldrick Canty, but losing | ‘5 7 yavier Woods So.) 
6, Jon Randall Belton, 0B, West Monroe, LA | NFL-bound Vernon Butler at defensive tackle leaves a gap- § 2. Secdrick Cooper (Jr. 


7. Devin Hamilton, LB, Lake Charles, 1A | ing hole in the middle. SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Zach Cousar, TE, Oxford, MS SPECIALISTS Both kickers and long-snapper Darrell Tra- K 10. Jonathan Barnes (Jr) 
9. UJarius Sneed, DB, Minden, LA | vis are back. Placekicker Jonathan Barnes nailed 22-of-26 P 28 Gerald Shouse (Sr.) 


10. Israel Tucker, RB, Metairie, LA _ field goals, including 6-of-8 from beyond 40 yards. Punter 
“junior college transfer | Gerald Shouse had eight punts of more than 50 yards last 
| season. The punt returner will again be Taylor, and Hender- 

2015 RANKINGS son was an honorable mention All-C-USA kick returner. 


rae pga 44 gen! | FINALANALYSIS With at least eight wins in four of the last five sea- 
Rushan 159 Hee 7 gi SONS Louisiana Tech has established itself as one of the stronger Group 
Passing 3032 og 3 | of 5 programs in the nation. A very challenging September awaits, with 
Total 4828 yoy 7 | fon-conference road games against Arkansas and Texas Tech and a visit 
<i ei Geko | C-USA East favorite Middle Tennessee. A green defense 
Scoring 26.09 42 | and new quarterback may not be ready for that gauntlet, but 
Rushing 119.3ypg 1 a | there are pieces in place for the Bulldogs to put things togeth- 
Passing 256.5ypg ««9~S(100 er in the second half of the season. Expect Louisiana Tech to 
Total 375.8 ypq 2 4g Stay in the top 30 in the nation in points scored. How many 
TOMARGIN PEREAME CASA wanonm ‘hey are able to keep off the board will determine if a fourth 
af 008 4 s) | bowl game in six years becomes a reality. 


STAT CORNER 


16 
80 
13 
1 
63 
55 
61 


10 
2 


Marcus Gaines (So.) 
Kam McKnight (So.) 
Marlon Watts (Jr.] 
Derek Edinburgh Jr. (Sr.) 
Deontae McCrady (So.) 
David Mahaffey (Sr.) 
Ethan Reed (Fr.) 

Joshua Outlaw (Jr.) 
Price Wilson (So.) 
Jarred Craft (Jr.} 


Willie Baker [Fr.) 
Cedric Johnson (So.) 
Keonatye Garner (So.) 
Deldrick Canty (Jr.) 
Michael Mims Jr.) 
Lloyd Grogan (Sr.} 
Collin Scott (Fr.) 
Jerrell Jackson (So.) 
Trey Spencer (So.] 
Theron Williams (So. 
DaMarion King (Jr.) 


KR 1 Carlos Henderson (Jr.) 
PR 5. Trent Taylor (Sr.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Ryan Higgins, 25-15-138-3, 1 TD 
Rushing: Boston Scott, 34 att., 275 yds., 0 TDs 
Receiving: Trent Taylor, 99 rec., 1,282 yds., 9 TDs 
Tackles: Xavier Woods, 56 
Sacks: Jaylon Ferguson, 6.0 
Interceptions: Xavier Woods, 3 


The Bulldogs had the best per- 
play yardage margin in C-USA 
(+1.6], but ranking 93rd in field 
position margin held them back. 
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©” NORTH TEXAS MEAN GREEN |,’ 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 128 * C-USA WEST PREDICTION: 6 ¢ PROJECTED RECORD: 2-10, 1-7 C-USA 


OFFENSE First-time head coach Seth Littrell and first-time offen- 
TEAM INFORMATION | sive coordinator Graham Harrell must implement their wide-open 
onde eaten ia | passing offense with a roster built for power running. And their style 
Caries Record: First Season | and the personnel they inherit won't be the only odd mix. 
| Alabama graduate transfer Alec Morris is a capable passer, but he has 
| 


Offensive Coordinator: Graham Harrell 
Co-Defensive Coordinators: Mike Ekeler, | few, if any, proven weapons at his disposal. Morris was on two national 


Troy Reffett | title teams with the Crimson Tide, serving as the No. 3 quarterback 
Denton, TX © Apogee Stadium (30,850) | the past two seasons. His most seasoned target at North Texas will 

| be Turner Smiley (25 receptions, 255 yards), the only returning wide 
2016 SCHEDULE receiver with more than 15 catches last season. Talented Tee Goree and 


some other untested wideouts will need to break out to improve the 
Mean Green's air attack from last season, when it ranked 126th in the 
nation in pass efficiency. 

‘The offense’s best asset is running back Jeffrey Wilson, who rushed for 
830 yards in 10 games last season. Also a good receiver out of the back- 
field, Wilson could be the dual threat who bridges North 
Texas’ past offense with its new one. His sidekick, Willy Iv- 
ery, averaged 6.6 yards per carry as a change-of-pace back 
last season. Together, they give North Texas a much-needed 


Sept. 3 SMU 

Sept. 10 Bethune-Cookman 
Sept. 17 at Florida 

Sept. 24 at Rice 

Oct. 1 Middle Tennessee 
Oct. 8 Marshall 

Oct. 22 atArmy 

Oct, 29 atUTSA 

Nov. 5 Louisiana Tech 
Nov. 12 at Western Kentucky 


’ 


JEFFREY WILSON / J\ 


“That should be one of the better jobs in the league 
just based on being down the road from Dallas. | 
wouldn't be surprised if they get it going.” 


— An opposing C-USA assistant coach 


O'Keeron Rutherford (So.) 86 Kevin Dillman (Fr. 
Thaddeous Thompson (Sr.) Rico Bussey {Fr.) 


Nov. 19 Southern Miss | one-two punch to breathe some life into the offense. 
Nov. 26 at UTEP Standout center Kaydon Kirby took a leave of absence 
from the team in the spring after the death of his father. JA @ UM Ui 
2015 RESULTS If he returns for his senior season, the line should be solid. OFFENSE (7) 
FINAL RECORD: 1-11, 1-7 DEFENSE Defensive coordinator Mike Ekeler touts a | WR 1 Tumer Smiley (Jr.) 
wes | strong coaching pedigree with stints as a successful assistant | WR 3 Tee Goree (So.) 
Sept IP Sil L SSL | at Georgia, USC, Nebraska and LSU, among others. But he wiki 
Sept. 19 Rice L 24-38 | : or vas a 7 WR 11 
| inherits a unit with depth issues and bad memories. In 2015, 
Sept. 26 at lowa L 16-62 | i LT 71 Jordan Murray (So.) 
Oct. 3. atSouthenMiss L 14-49, the Mean Green allowed more than 40 points and 500 yards | 16 64 sam Rice (Sr) 
Oct. 10 Portland State | 7-66 | per game. The scheme may be trial-and-error early on. North C 50 Kaydon Kirby (Sr.) 
Oct, 15 Wester Kentucky 28-59 | Lexas lacks enough interior defensive linemen to run a tra~ | RG 77 Flex Woodworth (Fr. 
Oct. 24 at Marshall L 13-30 | ditional 4-3, and there’s some proven talent in the secondary. | RT 67 Chris Miles [So.) 
Oct, 31 UTSA W 30-23 | So a 3-4 or nickel defense may be the best fit, especially in | QB 5 Alec Morris (Sr) 
Nov. 7 atLouisianaTech L 13-56 | facing some wide-open offenses in Conference USA. RB 26 Jeffrey Wilson (Jr.) 
Nov. 14 at Tennessee L 0-26 | Safeties Kishawn McClain (110 tackles) and James Gray | DEFENSE (6) 
ve ; ae Tennessee ; Re | (104) return as the top tacklers, and cornerbacks Chad | DE 7. Jareid Combs (Sr. 
: | Davis and Nate Brooks complete a strong secondary. The | DT 15 TJ. Tavaalo (So,) 
| problems come up front, where the Mean Green had one | DT 4? Roderick Young {S0.) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS of the nation’s worst rush defenses and pass rushes in 2015. | LB Ms ae ae ~ 
| ji iti “I LB red Scott (Sr. 
1. William Johnson, LB, Pampano Beach, FL* | Wa hyped aegis se aesberoe ee nae val ee LB 95 Josh Wheeler (Jr) 
2. Nic Smith, RB, Artington, TX | defensive end/outside linebacker and the linebacker/nick- NB 41 Ashton Preston ($0) 
3, Josh Wheeler, DE, Grand Prarie, TX* | el back spots. Junior college transfer Joshua Wheeler will | cg 36 Nate Brooks (so,) 
4, LaDarius Hamiton, 1B, Cortigan, Tk | play the former, while Ashton Preston and junior college | Bg 16 Chad Davis (Sr.} 
5. Joseph Ozougwu, DE, Alief, TX | transfer Eji Ejiya should fil the latter position. Linebacker | sg 21 James Gray (Sr.) 
6, Rico Bussey, WR, Lawton, OK | William Johnson, the team’s top recruit, must also make an | FS 23. Kishawn McClain (Jr.) 
7. Cody Hayes, OL, Fort Worth, TX* | early impact. SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Chandler Anthony, OL, Tuttle, OK | SPECIALISTS ‘Trevor Moore had a record-breaking 2014 K 30. Trevor Moore Ur) 
9, Jameel Moore, CB, Cedar Hill, TX | season, but he went 0-for-4 from 40-plus yards last season. P 84 Eric Keena (Sr. 


10. Deion Hair Griffin, WR, Fort Worth, TX Punter Eric Keena touts a big leg with a 44.2-yard average 
“junior college transfer and one-fourth of his boots traveling at least 50 yards last 
season. Wilson could be the best option at kick returner, but 

e015 RANKINGS he may be saved for offense. Punt returner will be up for grabs. 
FINAL ANALYSIS Improving on last season’s 1-11 record wouldn't 
Rushing 158.7 ypq = 43 seem to be too difficult, but there are not many likely wins on the 
Passing 1 61. 4ypq 13 115 schedule. Like most North Texas seasons, some measure of success will 
Total 370.1 yo 1918 depend on head-to-head matchups with other Texas schools — SMU, 


DEFENSE PERGAMECUSA NATIONAL Rice, UTSA and UTEP. Littrell helped transform North 


OFFENSE © PERGAME C-USA NATIONAL | 
Scoring  15.2ppg 13 124 


Passing: None 


Scoring &1.3ppg«13—=«d2C Carolina into an explosive offense, but the 37-year-old hasa [yumaelst\ an 


Rushing 239.9ypg 13119 lengthy task with long-term roster turnover ahead to rebuild 

Passing 262.7ypg«11~=S«108=|s«NNorth Texas. This team might look like a square peg in a 

Total 502.6ypg 13 129 | found hole, but the Mean Green must go through growing 

TOMARGIN PERGAME C-USA National, Pains to fit Littrell’s vision. That picture might appear hazy 
J 058 10 105 until the team’s personnel changes over time. 
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process. 


KR 26 Jeffrey Wilson Ur.) 
PR 1 Turner Smiley (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


80 Rodney Bendy (Fr.) 
87 Kelvin Smith (Fr.) 


70. Trey Keenan (Sr.) 

72. Ryan Rentfro [Sr.| 

54 Creighton Barr (So.) 

73 Garrett Gunter (Sr.) 
Cody Hayes (Jr.) 

19 Quinn Shanbour (Jr.) 

29 Willy Iery (Jr) 


30 Jarrian Roberts (Sr.) 

56 Malik Ditonga (Sr.) 

99. Andy Flusche (Jr.) 

10. Calvin Minor (Jr.) 

37 Brandon Garner (So.) 
William Johnson (Jr) 
Eji Ejiya Ur.) 

31 Kenny Buyers (Sr.) 

20 Cedric Fernandes (So.) 

19 John Schilleci (Sr.) 

39 Taylor Robinson (Fr.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


Rushing: Jeffrey Wilson, 155 att., 830 yds., 110 

Receiving: Turner Smiley, 25 rec., 255 yds., 1 1D 

Tackles: Kishawn McClain, 110 

Sacks: Jarrian Roberts, 6.5 

Interceptions: Kishawn McClain, 1; Chad Davis, 1 


Since attending four straight 
bowls from 2001-04, UNT has 
attended only one since, aver- 
aging 3.3 wins per season in the 


North Texas Athletics 


Rice Athletics 


RICE OWLS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 109 ¢ C-USA WEST PREDICTION: 4 » PROJECTED RECORD: 4-8, 3-5 C-USA 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Changes are on the way as Rice plans to use a slightly 


Pas | More up-tempo offense. For the first time in three years, Rice has a 

Heep Case BOW, | new quarterback, as senior Tyler Stehling gets his turn. Stehling has 
Record at School: 53-60 (9 years} b di duee thet See’ hd 

Career Record: 74-75 (12 years) | been used in mop-up duty the last two years, throwing a touchdown 
his first career pass late in the 2014 season opener at Notre D 

Co-Offensive Coordinators: |) eee P ESE Shes OU “ene 

Larry Edmondson, Billy Lynch | and playing five games last season and throwing for 320 yards. “He 

Defensive Coordinator: Chris Thurmond realizes now that this is his time,” coach David Bailiff says. The book on 

Houston, TX © Rice Stadium (47,000) | Stehling is that he’s an accurate passer and — despite being 6'6" — is 

, mobile and not afraid to run. 
2016 SCHEDULE Rice likes to eat up the clock and returns its top four running backs 
| from C-USA’s second-best rushing attack (177.6 ypg). Darik Dillard 


| 
, hig te | has accounted for more than 1,300 yards and 16 touchdowns the last 
Sept. 17 Baylor | two seasons. Rice needs a bounce-back year from Jowan Davis, who 
Sept. 24 North Texas | was bothered by injuries and ran for only 236 yards in 2015 year after 
Oct. 1 at Southern Miss | just missing rushing for 1,000 yards in 2014. 
Oct. 16 UTSA | The offensive line had to grow up fast a year ago and re- 
Oct. 22 Prairie View A&M | turns second-year tackles Calvin Anderson and Sam Pierce, 
ve iF “ sete s | who played extensively as freshmen. 
ia 0 Feta x Leading receiver Zach Wright (39 receptions, 554 yards) 
Nov. 19 UTEP is back. The only other returning receiver with at least 25 
Nov. 26 at Stanford | receptions is Temi Alaka. 


Bailiff made some changes involving his co-coordinators, 
with Billy Lynch taking over play-calling duties and Larry 


2015 RESULTS 


Edmondson concentrating on developing the quarterback | yp 17 Zach Wright (Sr.) 2. James Mayden (Jt) 
FINAL RECORD: 5-7, 3-6 | position with Stehling set to graduate after this season. WR _ 5 Lance Wright (So.) 8 Dartion Pollard (Sr.) 
Sept. 5 Wagner W 6-16 | DEFENSE Help is on the way for Rice’s four-man front | WR 1) Parker Smith (S0,) 12 Temi Alaka (Jr.) 
Sept. 12 at Texas L 2-42 | that was banged up most of last season. After sitting out the | LT 66 Calvin Anderson {So.) 78 Brandon Dawkins (Sr) 
Sept. 19 at North Texas W 38-24 | 2014 season, end Derek Brown had four sacks in his first LG 73 Peter Godber (J.J aq nee Thompson (I 
Sept. 26 at Baylor L970"). atetiner deferse-fall tae aud end Brian Wonac posted C 54 Trey Martin (Jr.) 56 Cory Klingler (So.] 
Oct. 3 Western Kentucky | 10-49 | Y°a* Playing ? P RG 71 Connor Patterson (Sr.) 60 Crockett Mokry (Fr.) 
Oct. 10 atFlorida Atlantic W 27-2 | 3 team-high 12.5 tackles for a loss. Another end, Graysen | pr 74. Sam Pierce ($0) 78 Brandon Dawkins (Sr. 
Oct. 24 Amy W 38-31 | Schantz, is set to return after missing all but one game last | Te 7 ConnorCella(Sr.) | 88 Robby Wells (Jr) 
Oct. 30 Louisiana Tech  { 17-42 | Season with an ACL injury. He earned Freshman All-C- | QB 10 TlerStehling (Sr. 15 J.T, Granato (Fr) 
Nov. 6 atUTEP L 21-24 | USA honors two years ago. RB 1 Darik Dillard (Sr.) 3. Jowan Davis (Sr) 
Nov. 14 Southern Miss L 10-65 Because of the injuries, three freshmen — Carl Thompson, | DEFENSE (8) 
Nov. 21 at UTSA L 24-34 | Blain Padgett and Preston Gordon — saw extensive action | DE 3 Derek Brown (Sr.) 44 Brian Womac (Jr) 
Nov. 28 Charlotte Wow | last season. Overall the Owls used 31 true or redshirt fresh- | DT 91 Carl Thompson (So) 46 Cody Hennessee (Sr.} 
men on both sides of the ball, the most of any FBS team. NT 96 Zach Letra (So.) 57 Preston cai es 
TOP 10 RECRUITS The unquestioned leader of the defense is senior middle | DE 94 GraysenSchantz(Jr) 90 Blaine Padgett (So. 
linebacker Alex Lyons, who has led the Owls in tackles each MLB 4 Alex Lyons (Sr.) 21 Nick Uretsky (Jr.] 
1. Sam Glaesmann, 0B, Waco, TX | of the past two seasons. Rice made a switch in the offseason, SLB. 58 Emmanuel Ellerbee Jc} 49 0.1. Green Ur) 
2. Joseph Dill, 06, Baytown, TX moving Tabari McGaskey to strong safety and replacing him veRT TN) SF Thampsn ae Desig) Wika i) 
3. Javante Hubbard, DE, Houston, TX Ihee z CB 14 J.T. Blasingame (Sr) 7 Justin Bickham (So,) 
LL bse ' | with Emmanuel Ellerbee at strong-side linebacker. CB 19 V.J. Banks (Jr) 26 Brandon Douglas (So) 
4, Uzoma Osuji, OT, Coppell, TX Two areas that need vast improvement: pressure on the | sg 9 TabariMcGaskey(Sr.) 81 Brandon Hamilton (Sr. 


5. Elijah Garcia, DT, San Antonio, TX | quarterback and turnovers. Rice finished 111th in the nation 
re seep ee anagt | with 16 sacks and last with two interceptions. 

8 fea same piciaa 1 SPECIALISTS Hayden Tobola joined the team as a walk- 
9. Dylan oe 5 Winnie, TK ; | on before fall camp and went on to convert 8-of-13 field- 
Ppt de : | goal attempts. Jack Fox is slated to take over the punting 

10. Collin Whitaker, CB, Plano, TX | 

j aa aes, | duties following the graduation of James Farrimond, who 


9015 RANKINGS | finished his career as one of the best in school history. Aus- 


FS 17 


K 18 
P 2 


OFFENSE —-PERGAME C-USA NATIONAL’ speed that gives the Owls a breakaway threat. 

Se or i ; es | FINAL ANALYSIS Bailiff says “it’s an exciting time” as Rice prepares 
Passi 243 i; 4% | to move into a new $31.5 million end zone facility this summer, the 
Total 4O18ypg 5 4 first major upgrade in decades at Rice Stadium. After having its run 
saan EASIER | of three consecutive bowl appearances snapped, the Owls 

Scoring, 35.8ppq. 11 108 face a challenging schedule beginning with the opener at 

Rushing 190.3ypg 10 gg | defending C-USA champion Western Kentucky. Two other 

Passing 257.2ypg-«10=S«*102 key conference games (against Southern Miss and Louisi- 

Total 47.4ypg 12 102 ana Tech) are on the road, and the Owls’ non-conference 

JOMARGIN PERGANE C-USA Nanowa, SChedule includes a home game against Baylor and trip to 

af] 400 12 119 Stanford in the season finale. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


tin Walter, who averaged 21.7 yards on kickoff returns, has the type of 


STAT CORNER 


ALEX LYONS 


“They're physical up front, and it’s hard to steal 
a play on them or get them confused with misdi- 
rection or mixed-up pressure.” 


— An opposing C-USA assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (7) 


J.T. Ihe (So.) 20 Jorian Clark (So.) 


KR 27 Austin Walter (So.) 
PR 24 Sam Stewart (So.] 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


Hayden Tobola (So.) 
Jack Fox (So.} 


Passing: Tyler Stehling, 48-24-320-2, 2 TDs 
Rushing: Darik Dillard, 135 att., 698 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Zach Wright, 39 rec., 54 yds., § TD 
Tackles: Alex Lyons, 77 

Sacks: Derek Brown, 4.0; Brian Womac, 4.0 
Interceptions: None 


Rice's offense regressed in 2015, 
but the defense collapsed. No- 
body in FBS allowed more yards 
per play than the Owls’ 7.1. 
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2 SOUTHERN MISS GOLDEN EAGLES | es 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 68 * C-USA WEST PREDICTION: | * PROJECTED RECORD: 10-3, 7-1 C-USA 


OFFENSE By pretty much any measure, 2015 was the most prolif- 
TEAM WARE ic offensive season in Southern Miss history, The Golden Eagles set 
school records for yards and points per game, as well as yards per play. 


Head Coach: Jay Hopson 
Record at School: First Season 


Career Record: 32-17 (4 years} Junior Nick Mullens attempted more passes for more yards, more 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: | touchdowns and a higher efficiency rating than any USM quarterback 
Shannon Dawson, John Wozniak before him. Two different backs (Jalen Richard and Ito Smith) eclipsed 
Defensive Coordinator: David Duggan 1,000 yards on the ground, another first. There were single-season 
Hattiesburg. MS # M.M. Roberts Stadium (34,000) marks set for receptions (Casey Martin, 80) and receiving yards (Mike 

Thomas, 1,391), and Thomas added the record for receiving TDs (14). 
2016 SCHEDULE That's a tough act to follow, particularly after the shite of the 
Sept. 3 at Kentucky breakthrough, head coach Todd Monken and offensive coordinator 


Sept. 10 Savannah State 


Sept. 17 Toy Chip Lindsey, both left for greener pastures. Thomas, Martin, and Rich- 


Sept. 24 at UTEP | ard all graduated, along with both starting tackles. But the 2016 offense 
Oct. 1 Rice is hardly starting from scratch: Mullens will be back to complete his 
Oct. 8 atUTSA | assault on the school record book as a senior. Smith will take on the lion's 
Oct. 15 atLSu | share of the ground game as a junior, running behind a long- 
Oct. 29 Marshall in-the-tooth interior line led by All-C-USA center Cameron 
Nov. 5 Charlotte Tom. Senior D.J. Thompson has the look of the next big thing 
Nov. 12 at Old Dominion at receiver, unless he’s supplanted by sophomore Korey Rob- 
Nov. 19 at North Texas ertson or junior college transfer Isaiah Jones. 

Nov. “26 Louisiana Tech | Some regression under the new coaching staff may be 


“They're going to be good, but I'd downgrade 
them a little bit just based on the coaching 
change. There will be a learning curve.” 


— An opposing C-USA assistant coach 


2015 RESULTS inevitable. But the scheme under new coordinator Shan- DEPTH CHART 

FINAL RECORD 9-5, 7-1 | non Dawson will remain largely the same — Dawson, like OFFENSE (6) 

Sat 16 Nacht tot SBT ee eee esate ate phllosop hy. WR 5 D.J.Thompson (Sr.) 88 Isaiah Jones (J 
foe 0 Jest Poy ~ 52-6 | DEFENSE ‘The offense was so good that it tended to over- | WR 18 Korey Robertson (So.) 86 Shannon Smith (Jr) 


WR_ 6 Marquise Ricard (Jr.) 15 Allenzae Staggers Ur.) 
LT 76 Ty Pollard (Fr.) §2 Tyler Stutzman (Jr.] 
LG 68 Brandon Farmer (Sr.) 75 Oliver Bates (Sr.| 
C 70 Cameron Tom (Sr.) 65 Brian Long (So.) 


56-50 | shadow the equally dramatic improvement on defense. 
28-36 | Southern Miss led C-USA in yards allowed in conference 
49-14 | games and ranked second in points allowed. Many of the 


Sept. 19 at Texas State 
Sept. 26 at Nebraska 
Oct. 3 North Texas 


Sezeszeaezser-32-322=°- 


Oct. 9 at Marshall 10-31 | headliners from that unit are back, including the leading RG 78 Devin Farrior Ur] 14 Jey Haris Ut 
Oct. 17 UTSA 32-10 | tackler, senior D’Nerius Antoine, who experimented at line- RT 77 Jacob Fleming (Sr. 79 Drake Dorbeck (Fr) 
Oct. 24 at Charlotte {4-10 | backer in the spring after a stellar turn in 2015 at free safety; | TE 47 Taylor Marini Lr) 89 Ricky Parks (St) 
Oct. 31. UTEP 34-13 | the top pass rusher, senior Dylan Bradley; and a pair of vet- i ‘ ‘ans ( 
Nov. 14 at Rice 46-10 | the top p ane ylan bradley; and 2 p € QB 9 Nick Mullens (Sr.) 7 Kwadra Griggs (Jr) 
Nov 91’. Old Domiaioa 54.41 | eran stalwarts in the secondary, juniors Cornell Armstrong | RB 25 Ito Smith Jr.) 20 Patrick Brooks (Fr.) 
Now. 28 at Louisiana Tech 58-24 | and Picasso Nelson Jr., who combined for 38 starts in their DEFENSE (6) 

Dec. 5 atWestern Kentucky %l 28-45 | first two years on campus. ; ; DE 94 Dylan Bradley (Sr.) 92. Naim Mustafaa (Jr) 
Dec. 26 vs.Washington# 31-44 | Southern Miss lost both of last year’s starting defensive | pT 98 Draper Riley (Jr) 90 Rod Crayton Ur.) 


‘C-USA Chamnponship Aiea OF Dallas ont | tackles, Michael Smith and Andrew Bolton, as well as mid- 

dle linebacker Brian Anderson, who led the team with 13.5 

TOP 10 RECRUITS tackles for a loss. The Eagles held eight of nine C-USA 
|. JaCorey Morris, LB, Grove Hill, AL opponents below their season average for rushing yards, 
2. Keon Howard, OB, Laurel, MS a streak the new bodies in the middle (Draper Riley and 
3, Racheem Booth, LB, Bassfield, MS LaDarius Harris on the line, Jeremy Sangster at linebacker) 


DT 43 LaDarius Harris (So.) 97 Christopher Robinson (Jr.) 

DE 22 Darian Yancey(So.) 85 Ja’Boree Poole (Sr.) 
OLB 12 D'Nerius Antoine (Sr.) JaCorey Morris (Fr.) 
MLB 26 Jeremy Sangster (So.) 30 Paxton Schrimsher [Fr.) 
OLB 17 Elijah Parker (Sr.) 37. Sherrod Ruff (Jr.) 

CB 3 Cornell Armstrong (Jr.) 14 Demetrius Market (Fr.) 


4, Jacob Johnson, OL, Spanish Fort, AL = é CB 2 Trae Collins Jr.) 19 Curtis Mikell (Jr.) 
ust will be hard-pressed to repeat. SS 15  Devonta Foster (Sr.} 13 Picasso Nelson Jr. (Jr.) 
5. Jacques Turner, DE, D'Iberville, MS é 55 > 4 
6. Kwadra Griggs, 0B, Greenwood, MS* SPECIALISTS The kicking game was an adventure, begin- | FS 8 Deshadrick Truly (Sr) 6 Kelsey Douglas (Sr.) 
7. Isaiah Jones, WR, Mitton, FL* ning with placekicker Stephen Brauchle, who missed four | special TEAMS 
B. Demetrius Market, CB, Batesville, MS. PATs and his only field goal attempt beyond 40 yards. ‘The K 28 Stephen Brauchle (Sr) KR 25 Ito Smith (Jr) 
9. Lorenzo Dantzler, DE, Starkville, MS punt team didn't fare much better: Tyler Sarrazin forced just P 82. Tyler Sarrazin (Sr) PR 13 Picasso Nelson Jr. Ur.) 
10. Terrance Watkins, WR, Athens, AL | one fair catch on 45 attempts and posted a net average of BOLD indicates returning starter 
‘junior college transfer | just 34.5 yards. The Eagles will also be in the market for a 
2015 RANIINGS new punt returner to replace Richard and Martin, neither of RETURNING LEADERS 


whom brought much juice to the role. 


SFFERE —-PERGAME CHSA MATION, | FINAL ANALYSIS Last year’s run to the C-USA Championship 


pases bs ye. a | Game felt like a return to normal after the Eagles lost 33 of 36 games 


Passing: Nick Mullens, 521-331-4,476-12, 38 TDs 
Rushing; Ito Smith, 171 att., 1,128 yds., 10 TDs 
Receiving: 0.J. Thompson, 55 rec., 779 yds., 6 TDs 


Passing 309.7 ypg 2 12 | over the previous three seasons. Monken’s successor, Jay Hopson, chek 
; | dnsate oh nia th f =P acks: Dylan Bradley, 6. 
Total 509.5ypq = 2 1 a Messy paca ee somerset ame saat ae Dae des hapecrageh Interceptions: Cornell Armstrong, 2; D’Nerius Antoine, 2 


eT a a ef | closer ties to the school and the state, having played at Ole 


Scofing ppg | Miss, served two separate stints as a Southern Miss assistant, [pyaar as) 
Rushing 151.9 yp? 44 | and most recently resuscitated the fortunes of Alcorn State. 


Passing 227.6ypg 3 | He inherits Conference USA's most accomplished quar- 

Total 379.5 ypq 3 59 | terback and arguably its most talented roster, top to bottom. 

TOMARGIN PERGAME C-USA Naniowa, Side from a midseason trip to LSU, every game on the 
4 07 § 74, | Schedule is winnable, including an Week 1 test at Kentucky. 


Southern Miss averaged 8.0 yards 
per play in November, second in 
FBS. The Eagles peaked late and 
stole the C-USA West title. 


outhern Miss Athletics 


S 
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UTEP Athletics 


UTEP MINERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 92 * C-USA WEST PREDICTION: 3 * PROJECTED RECORD: 7-5, 4-4 C-USA 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE ‘The UTEP offense is always going to be conservative and 


run-oriented under coach Sean Kugler, but after a season of struggles 

Head Coach: Sean Kugler at the quarterback position and a general lack of production overall, 
Record at School: 14-23 (3 years} Kugler brought in a new coordinator in Brent Pease to liven things 
Career Record: 14-23 (3 years) ; : 

. | up. Pease’s first task is to sort out a quarterback battle between Ryan 
Offensive Coordinator: Brent Pease | f sa ‘ 
Defensive Coordinator: Tom Mason | Metz, who showed a high ceiling but also made mistakes last season, 
EL Paso, TX © Sun Bowl (51,500) | and Fresno State graduate transfer Zack Greenlee. That will likely be 
settled in the final week of August. 


2016 SCHEDULE Whoever wins the quarterback derby will have a veteran group with 


Sept. 3. New Mexico State | which to work, starting with franchise running back Aaron Jones. A 
Sept. 10 at Texas | preseason all-conference selection a year ago, Jones’ injury in the sec- 
Sept. 17 Army | ond game started a downward spiral for the team. The junior is in posi- 
Sept. 24 Southern Miss tion to become the school’s all-time leading rusher this year. He’s back 
Oct. 1 at Louisiana Tech | and healthy, as are fullback Darrin Laufasa, the top two receivers in 
Oct, 8 FIU Jaquan White and Tyler Batson, productive tight end Hayden Plinke 
Oct. 22 at UTSA | and four starters on an offensive line that led Conference 

Ot .29,_Did Dominion USA in fewest sacks allowed. 


Nov. 5 Houston Baptist 4 
Nov. 12. at Florida Atlantic That line, though, could have three new starters. Tanner 


Nov. 19. at Rice | Stallings is a junior college recruit targeted to be the new 
Nov. 26 North Texas center, and a pair of sophomores in guard Derron Gate- 
wood and tackle Jerrod Brooks could be ready to step up. 


2015 RESULTS The 6'5", 330-pound Brooks looks the most like an NFL DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (8) 


player on the roster. The other side should be the same in 


“There's a group that plays what used to be 
considered traditional football, and that's a chal- 
lenge, because you don't see it much.” 


— An opposing C-USA assistant coach 


FINAL RECORD: 5-7, 3-5 senior tackle Jerome Daniels and junior guard Will Her- | wr 3 tyler Batson (Jr) 
Sept. 5 at Arkansas L 13-48 | nandez. WR 9 Jaquan White (Sr.) 
Sept. 12 at Texas Tech L 20-69 | DEFENSE UTEPis going through about as thorough of a LT 70 Jerome Daniels (Sr.) 
Sept. 19 at New Mexico Statelot] W 50-47 | home change as there is, moving from a 4-2 built around LG 76 Will Hernandez Ur) 
Sept. 26 Incarnate Word W 27-17 | man-to-man coverage to a 3-4 under new defensive coor- C 58 Tanner Stallings (Jr.) 
Oct. 3 UTSA L 6-25 di Tom M Th ight pl 2 ith | RG 65 Derron Gatewood (So,} 
Oct. 10 at FIU L., $2652:))) “Seaton hom Mason, SREtS are eign playets eeuEning WALD 1 Yee 17 land Biooks (Sel 
Oct. 24 Florida Atlantic W 27-17 | Starting experience, but some of them will be in new places TE 85 Hayden Plinke (Sr.) 
Oct. 31 atSouthern Miss | 13-34 | as ends shift to outside linebackers in the new scheme. This | gg 7 Ryan Metz (So.) 
Nov, 6 Rice W 24-21 | will feature some combination of Luke Elsner, Nick Ush- | RB 29 Aaron Jones (Jr) 
Nov. 14 atOldDominion L 21-31 | er, Silas Firstley and Lawrence Montegut, who will join last | FB 15 Darrin Laufasa (Sr.) 
Ms u aa , eM year’s leading tackler Alvin Jones at linebacker. Stephen For- DEFENSE (7) 

} | ester is in line to be the other inside linebacker. DE 97. Brian Madunezim (Sr.) 

| The secondary features a group of veterans in safeties | NG 63 Gino Bresolin (Sr.) 
Devin Cockrell, back after missing last season to injury,and | DE 55 Mike Sota (So.) 

TOP 10 RECRUITS | Dashone Smith, and sophomore cornerbacks Nik Needham | OLB 54 Silas Firstley (Sr) 
1, Tanner Stallings, C, Sterling, KS* | and Kalon Beverly. UTEP’s pass defense was very poor last | !LB 34 Stephen Forester (Fr) 
2. Antonio Dupree, RB, Baltimore, MD |» -_-year but did get better as the year progressed and Needham | !L8 16 Alvin Jones Ur.) 
3. Keith Sullivan, DL, Houston, TX | and Beverly improved. OLB a on wh bar ' 
4, Walter Dawn, RB, Mesquite, TX | Nose guard Gino Bresolin will be a third-year starter in oa 20 etal } 
5, Christian Johnson, DL, ELPaso, IX the middle of the line, but UTEP is starting over at the end SS 21 Dashone Smith (Sr) 
6, Justin Rogers, DB, Los Angeles, CA | positions. For the most part, the Miners are moving tackles, | 5 27 Devin Cockrell Lt} 
7. Ronald Awatt, RB, Wolfforth, TX | players who haven't seen much of the field, to the outside. SPECIAL TEAMS 
: shiee? eas te _ Ik | Brian Madunezim and Mike Sota will get the first crack at i 67 Jay Mattox (Se 
10, Dylan Parsee, LB, San Angelo, TX tsb poririons. P 44 Alan Luna Ue) 


‘into Slloge att | SPECIALISTS The Miners return a pair of proven com- 
modities in placekicker Jay Mattox and punter Alan Luna, 

| who will look to build on solid seasons. Terry Juniel was re- 
2015 RANKINGS | cruited out of junior college last year to fix the anemic return games 
OFFENSE —--PERGAME C-USA —NATIOWAL | but then missed the season to injury. He’s back and will be the top 


Scoring §— 20.7 ppg «12 peturn man. 


Rushing 146.8 ypg = 11 97 sine 
Passing 196.5ypq 10 % FINAL ANALYSIS After a season torn apart by injuries, a veteran 


Total 3423ypg 11 107 | and experienced UTEP team looks to be well positioned for a quick 


! bounce-back, but the Miners can’t absorb the health issues 
DEFENSE © PERGAME C-USA —MATIONAL | 


Scoring 32.9 ppg 8 gg «they had a year ago. STAT CORNER 


Rushing 162.8 ypg 4 5; | lhe other questions are finding a quarterback and adjusting 
Passing 265.0ypg 12 +~«=«111:~«|:«tO Mew systems. If that goes well, they could contend for a 
Total 4271.8 ypq 9 4 Conference USA West title. If they have the injuries they 
| did a year ago — when 17 players were lost for the year at 
some point — they won't. 


TOMARGIN — PERGAME CASA WATIONAL | 
a 0.9211 113 


UTEP’s turnover margin regressed 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Mack Leftwich, 192-105-1,228-3, 9 TDs 
Rushing: Aaron Jones, 32 att., 209 yds., 1 10 
Receiving: Jaquan White, 41 rec., 494 yds., 7 TDs 
Tackles: Alvin Jones, 93 

Sacks: Alvin Jones, 6.5 

Interceptions: Three players tied with 1 


84 Cole Freytag (Sr.) 
5 Warren Redix [So.) 
67. Anthony Kyles (Sr.} 


75 Derek Elmendorff (Jr.) 


71 Erik Ramirez (Jr.] 
74 John De La Rosa (Sr. 
77 Chris Thomas (Sr.) 
81. Sterling Napier (Jr.) 
Zack Greenlee (Sr.} 
11 Mack Leftwich (Jr. 
37 Kristopher Christian 


66 Christian Harper (St.) 


56 Sky Logan (Jr.) 
49 Gene Hopkins (Fr.) 
84 Luke Elsner (Jr.) 
57. David Jackson (So.) 
44 Cooper Foster (Sr.) 


33 Lawrence Montegut (Jr.) 


4 Saylen Harris (Fr.) 
6 Brandon Moss (Sr.) 


2 Michael Lewis (So.) 


12. Adrian Hynson (So.} 


KR 2 Terry Juniel (So.) 
PR 9 Jacquan White (S 
BOLD indicates returning 


by 20 in 2015, from +9 to -11. 


Consequently, the Miners’ scoring 


margin went from -19 to -147, 
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> UTSA ROADRUNNERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 123 ¢ C-USA WEST PREDICTION: 5 e PROJECTED RECORD: 3-9, 2-6 C-USA 


Head Coach: Frank Wilson 

Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: First Season 
Offensive Coordinator: Frank Scelfo 
Defensive Coordinator: Pete Golding 
San Antonio, TX @ Alamodome (65,000) 


2016 SCHEDULE Jarveon Williams is the team’s marquee player after battling his way 
to 1,042 yards and eight touchdowns last season despite late-season 

Sept. 3 Alabama State | injuries that finally resulted in him missing the season finale. 

Sept. 10 at Colorado State | Three starters return on the offensive line, which found much more 

a A steph | success run blocking than pass blocking in 2015 (44 sacks allowed). 

Oct. 8 Southern Miss | The starting QB slot won't be decided until the fall, as returnee Dal- 

Oct. 15 atRice | ton Sturm will try to hold off Jared Johnson, a graduate transfer who 

Oct. 22 UTEP | earned 2015 Southland Offensive Player of the Year hon- 

Oct. 29 North Texas | ors at Sam Houston State. Both Sturm and Johnson can do 

Nov. § at Middle Tennessee | some damage on the ground as well. 

Nov, 12 at Louisiana Tech | There is talent at wide receiver, led by Kerry Thomas Jr., but 

Oe i wie ARM | the questions are, who will try to throw him the ball, and 

ov. arlotte 


2015 RESULTS i ment — at least for one more season based on the returning OFFENSE (6) 
FINAL RECORD: 3-9, 3-5 | personnel. The Roadrunners’ defense experienced a signifi- | WR 7 KerryThomas Jr. (Jr.) 17 Aron Taylor Ue} 
Sept. 3. at Arizona | 32-42 | cant drop-off in every major category from 2014 to’15 and | WR 83 JaBryce Taylor (Sr. q stg Cavi u 
Sept. 12 Kansas State L 330 | hopes to reverse that trend with a strong defensive line and WR bs rsiepba a ) . roel 
Sept. 19 at Oklahoma State L 14-69 | experienced safety corps. eed Varragn (Jr. @ s ickline (Fr. 
Sept. 26 Colorado State L 9-99 | End Marcus Davenport has all-league potential if he can | 67 Kyle McKinney (Jr.) 65. Stefan Beard Ur 
Oct 3 at UTEP Web | ; P Beue'P ; C 60 Juan Perez-Isidoro (Jr.) 50 Clayton Woods (So.) 
ct. ate | add some weight and strength to his 6'6" frame, and Kevin RG 68 Austin Pratt (Jr.) 78 Garrett Love (Fr) 
Oct. 10 Louisiana Tech L 31-34 . ‘ t : 
fee, ak catenins. C aeeeal Strong Jr. leads a very deep rotation at the tackle slots. Mi- | RT 71 Cody Cole (Sr) 76 Tanner Myers (Jr) 
ren Mo ane 1 230 | chael Egwuagu and Nate Gaines return as two of the three | TE 87 Trevor Stevens (Sr.] 85 Shaq Williams Jr.) 
Nov. 7 Old Dominion | 31-34 | Starting safeties after combining for six INTs (including two | QB __ Jared Johnson (Sr. 14. Dalton Sturm (Jr.) 
Nov. 14 atCharlotte {ot} W 30-27 | pick-6s). The third safety looks to be Andrew Martel, who | RB 2 Jarveon Williams (Sr.) 28 Jalen Rhodes (So.) 
Nov, 21 Rice W 34-24 | missed last season due to injury and was extremely impres- DEFENSE (6) 
Nov. 28 Middle Tennessee | 7-42 | sive in the spring. DE 93 Marcus Davenport [Jr.) 64 Justin Barlow [Jr] 


TEAM INFORMATION 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Jaquelle Green, DB, Biloxi, MS 
2. Marquez McNair, WR, Magee, MS* 


| involved in one of the strongest rushing attacks in the SEC — expect 
| LSU running backs coach Frank Wilson became head coach in Janu- 


| ary, the Roadrunners ran the ball over 50 percent of the time last sea- 
| son (despite trailing at halftime eight times), and there is no reason to 


| whoever that is, will he have the time to throw it? 


OFFENSE With an unsetttled quarterback situation and a returning 
/ 1,000-yard rusher — coupled with a new head coach who was heavily 


the ball to stay on the ground at UTSA in 2016. Even before former 


expect that number to swing in the opposite direction. Running back 


ARVEON WILLIAMS 


“They built everything toward the senior class 
they had {in 2014) and | don’t think they had 
much talent behind them.” 


— An opposing C-USA assistant coach 


DEFENSE Wilson plans on keeping UTSA’s 4-2-5 align- DEPTH CHART 


DT 54 
DT 75 


Linebacker will be an issue as the staff hopes a playmaker 
emerges from among Marcos Curry, La’Kel Bass and An- 
thony Hickey. The Roadrunners will be breaking in two new 
cornerbacks. 


SPECIALISTS 


Kevin Strong Jr. (So.) 97 Vontrell King-Williams (Sr.) 
Jonathan Tuiolosega (Sr.) 95 Joseph Brooks (Fr.) 

Baylen Baker (Fr.] 98 T.J. King (Fr) 

La'Kel Bass (Jr.) 32 Anthony Hickey (Jr.) 
Marcos Curry (Jr.) 55 Josiah Tauaefa (Fr.) 


Both kicking specialists return, but that is N'Keal Bailey (Jr.) 22 JaColbie Butler (So.] 


3. Jesse Ebozue, WR, Arlington, TX not necessarily good news. Daniel Portillo was just 1-of-7 on CB 6 Aneas Henricks (Jr) 3 Stanley Dye Jr. (S0.) 
4, Teddrick McGhee, CB, Memphis, TN field goals beyond 40 yards, and he missed five extra points S 8 Michael Egwuagu(Sr.) 33 Chase Dahlquist (Jr) 
5. Tanner Myers, OL, Gardner, KS* | in his first season as starter. The punting picture was better; S 12 Andrew Martel (Fr.) 37 Austin Jupe (Jr.) 

6. Jarrod McLin, DE, Carthage, TX _ Yannis Routsas’ average of 39.0 yards per kick was unspec- S 11 Nate Gaines (Jr.) 30 Justin Chavez (Jr) 
7. Josh atis, OL, Gulfport, MS | tacular, but he had only 21 of his 63 returned and had a SPECIAL TEAMS 


8. Austin Blake-Smith, TE, Fayetteville, GA* | 


9. Solomon Wise, DE, Coppell, TX 
10. Franklin Uesi, DT, Pleasant Hill, CA* 


*junior college transfer 


2015 RANKINGS 


respectable 37.0-yard net with 17 punts inside the 20. The 
team looked at a few walk-ons in the spring, but Portillo and 
Routsas held onto their jobs. Derrick Dick, a candidate to 
start at wide receiver, should handle kickoff and punt return 
duties. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Wilson replaces Larry Coker after six years as an 


K 13 Daniel Portillo [Jr.) 
P 39 Yannis Routsas (So,) 


KR_ 16 Derrick Dick (So) 
PR 16 Derrick Dick (S0.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Dalton Sturm, 212-125-1,354-7, 13 TDs 
Rushing; Jarveon Williams, 173 att., 1,042 yds., 8 TDs 
Receiving: Kerry Thomas Jr., 52 rec., 541 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Nate Gaines, 76 

Sacks: Marcus Davenport, 4.0 

Interceptions: Nate Gaines, 3; Michael Eqwuagu, 3 


Per 247Sports, UTSA's average 
recruiting class ranking was 114.6 
between 2011-15. Look for that to 


‘eae mbeng og ve assistant at LSU, where he had a reputation as a strong recruiter. The 
Resting: | 48.8 we 48 Roadrunners have slipped down the Conference USA pecking order 
Passing 199:4ypq 11 % after a stunning 6-2 debut in 2013, finishing 3-5 the last two seasons. 
Total 3423ypq 9 gg |_:It will be difficult to climb this season as the defense does not appear 
aie eM Cal Gee be strong enough to make up for an offense that will likely 

Scoring —38ppg9 «9s struggle in the passing game again. The key will be the de- 
Rushing 168.9 ypg 2B 47, Velopment of the offensive line, especially in pass protection, 

Passing 275.2ypg«13=SCsNT because any sort of passing attack will open things up for the 

Total bh. ypg 11 in) | talented Williams. The kicking game also must improve if 

TOMARGIN PERGAME C-USA wationa,, USA wants to steal a game or two against more talented 

a in & | Ses. 


improve under Frank Wilson. 
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PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


EAST WEST 
2015 BOWL RESULTS 
OHIO WESTERN MICHIGAN 
BOBCATS BRONCOS Quick Lane Bowl: Minnesota 21, Central Michigan 14 
Poinsettia Bowl: Boise State 55, Northern Illinois 7 
BOWLING GREEN TOLEDO 
Raton Bowl: Temple 17 mn 
FALCONS ROCKETS Boca Raton Bowl: Toledo 32, emple : 
6-6, 5-3 MAC 8-4, 6-2 MAC Famous Idaho Potato Bowl: Akron 23, Utah State 21 = 
AKRON NORTHERN ILLINOIS GoDaddy Bowl: Georgia Southern 58, Bowling Green 27 : 
ZIPS HUSKIES Bahamas Bowl: Western Michigan 45, Middle Tennessee 31 © 
6-6, 5-3 MAC 8-4, 6-2 MAC » : . Y € 
Camellia Bowl: Appalachian State 31, Ohio 29 oT 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


CHIPPEWAS 2016 BOWL PROJECTIONS 


Miami Beach Bowl: Western Michigan vs. USF 


aq moar = 


tt Grile/Western Michigan Athletics; 


BALL STATE 
CARDINALS Bahamas Bowl: Toledo vs. Marshall 
sila GoDaddy Bowl: Northern Illinois vs. Arkansas State 
KENT STATE EASTERN MICHIGAN Camellia Bowl: Central Michigan vs. Troy 
= for RUSHES eer Famous Idaho Potato Bowl: Ohio vs. Nevada 


Terrell: Ma 


MAC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME: WESTERN MICHIGAN OVER OHIO 
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EAST 

BOWLING GREEN 
AKRON 

OHIO 

BUFFALO 

KENT STATE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MIAMI 


RECRUITING 
BY SCHOOL 


7-1 
5-3 
5-3 
3-6 
2-6 
2-6 
2-6 


1. Western Michigan 


2. Miami 
3. Toledo 
4. Ball State 
5. Ohio 
6. Bowling Green 
7. Central Michigan 
8. Eastern Michigan 
9. Northern Illinois 
10. Buffalo 
11. Akron 
12. Kent State 


2015 MAC STANDINGS 


MAC OVERALL | WEST 

10-4 | NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
8-5 TOLEDO 

8-6 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
5-7 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
3-9 BALL STATE 

3-9 EASTERN MICHIGAN 


AKRON 

BALL STATE 
BOWLING GREEN 
BUFFALO 

CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
KENT STATE 

MIAMI 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
OHIO 

TOLEDO 

WESTERN MICHIGAN 
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FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 


QB Zach Terrell 6-1 204 Sr. 
RB Joel Bouagnon 6-2 228 Sr. 
RB Kareem Hunt 6-0 225 Sr. 
WR Corey Davis 6-3 205 Sr. 
WR Kenny Golladay 6-4 213 Sr. 
WR Ronnie Moore 5-9 170 Sr. 

C Tim McAuliffe 6-0 272 Jr. 
OL Jacob Bennett 6-5 319 Sr. 
OL Taylor Moton 6-5 316 Sr. 
OL Levon Myers 6-6 309 Sr. 
OL Storm Norton 6-8 306 Sr. 
AP Jerome Lane 6-3 220 Jr. 


FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 


DL J.T. Jones 6-3 263 Sr. 
DL Jamal Marcus 6-2 240 Sr 
DL Josh Postey 6-1 252 Sr. 


DL Terence Waugh 6-1 262 Sr. 


LB Quentin Poling 6-0 239 Jr. 
LB Austin Valdez 6-0 225 Jr. 


LB Sean Wiggins 6-3 228 Sr. 


CB Shawun Lurry 5-8 180 Jr. 
CB DemetriusMonday 5-10 197 Jr. 
S$  Asantay Brown 6-0 198 Sr. 


S Nate Holley 5-11 208 Sr. 


FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K Christian Hagan 6-0 185 Sr. 
P Joe Davidson 6-7 222 Sr. 


KR — Aregeros Turner 5-11 178 Sr. 


PR Corey Jones 5-9 165 Sr. Toledo 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Cooper Rush 6-3 227 Sr. Central Michigan 
RB Jamauri Bogan 5-7 174 So. Western Michigan 
RB Terry Swanson 5-10 202 Jr. Toledo 

WR Jesse Kroll 6-3 214 Sr. Central Michigan 
WR SebastianSmith 6-3 206 Sr. Ohio 

WR Cody Thompson 6-2 200 Jr. Toledo 

C John Keenoy 6-2 282 So. Western Michigan 
OL Mike Ebert 6-6 300 Sr. Toledo 

OL Zach Hovey 6-4 279) Jr. Miami 

OL Drake Miller 6-5 301 Sr. Ball State 

OL Darien Terrell 6-4 333 Sr. Eastern Michigan 
AP Jordan Johnson 6-0 220 Jr. Buffalo 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL |keem Allen 6-1 272) Jr. Miami 

DL Treyvon Hester 6-4 300 Sr. Toledo 

DL Pat O'Connor 6-4 257 Sr. Eastern Michigan 
DL Se’Von Pittman 6-3 269 Sr. Akron 


LB Brandon Berry 6-0 215 Sr. Buffalo 
LB Blair Brown 6-0 240 Sr. 
LB Jaylen Coleman 6-0 235 Sr. 
CB Darius Phillips 5-10 184 Jr. 
CB Boise Ross 6-0 185 Sr. 

S$ Tony Annese 6-1 209 Sr. 

S  DeJuan Rogers 6-0 190 Sr. Toledo 


SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 


K Jameson Vest 5-9 203 So 
P Austin Barnes 5-11 218 Jr. 
KR KeVonn Mabon 6-1 219 Sr. 
PR Corey Lacanaria 6-8 165 Jr. 


Western Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
Toledo 

Western Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
Bowling Green 
Bowling Green 
Bowling Green 
Western Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
Toledo 

Akron 


Miami 

Akron 

Ball State 

Kent State 

Ohio 

Bowling Green 
Ball State 
Northern Illinois 
Kent State 
Western Michigan 
Kent State 


Northern Illinois 
Bowling Green 
Northern Illinois 


Ohio 

Toledo 

Western Michigan 
Buffalo 

Central Michigan 


. Toledo 
Eastern Michigan 
Ball State 
Ball State 
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aN 
w= AKRON ZIPS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 98 » MAC EAST PREDICTION: 3 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 5-3 MAC 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE ‘The Zips return only two offensive starters, but there are 
plenty of transfers and experienced upperclassmen to step in and pro- 
vide a positive answer to major question marks. 

It is a surprise to say that the two key returnees are quarterback 
Thomas Woodson and receiver Jerome Lane, both juniors. It’s a sur- 

| prise because after spring practice a year ago, Woodson was third string 
and Lane was a strong safety. A change in their status in 2015 was 

| instrumental in the Zips recording an 8-5 mark — the program's first 
winning season since 2005. Woodson, who took over as the full-time 

| starter in the fourth game, threw for 2,202 yards and 16 touchdowns 


Head Coach: Terry Bowden 

Record at School: 19-30 [4 years) 
Career Record: 159-92-2 (22 years] 
Offensive Coordinator: A.J. Milwee 
Defensive Coordinator: Chuck Amato 
Akron, OH © InfoCision Stadium (30,000) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 VMI | and ran for 591 yards and three scores. Lane moved to offense in pre- 
ep Wet Wisconsin | season camp and caught 39 passes for 782 yards and a team-high eight 
in inves | touchdowns. His 20.1 yards-per-catch average ranked 12th nationally. 
ept. 24 Appalachian State 7 ; tga . : 
Oct. 1 at Kent State Lane likely will pair with transfer JoJo Natson to provide Akron with 
Oct. 8 Miami (Ohio) two deep threats. Natson was dismissed at Utah State after last season 
Oct. 15 Western Michigan for his third violation of team rules, but he was a solid pro- 
Oct. 22 at Ball State ducer for the Aggies when he was in the lineup. 
Oct. 27 at Buffalo | The running game could get a boost from Warren Ball, a 
Nov. 2 Toledo graduate transfer from Ohio State. A former four-star re- 
me : ae Green _ cruit, Ball played sparingly during his career in Columbus. 
ov. 22 at Ohio 


The offensive line is the prime overall concern for coach 
Terry Bowden, because all five starters were seniors in 2015. 


2015 RESULTS Tackle Kyle Ritz, guard LaVonne Gauthney and center Ste- 


“Their defense is really good against the run, 
They want to make you throw the ball, and their 
secondary is solid.” 


— An opposing MAC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (2) 


FINAL RECORD: 8-5, 5-3 phen Ericksen have had spot starts but must prove they can | WR 7 Jerome Lane (Jr.) 
Sept. § at Oklahoma L 3-41 | produce over the course of a season. Several junior college | WR 9 JoJo Natson (Sr. 
Sept. 12 Pittsburgh l 7-24, transfers also will be in the mix. WR 2 Tyrell Goodman (Sr.] 
Sept. 19 Savannah State = W 52-9 | DEFENSE ‘There are also a limited number of returning es . ie Rita ot Ur 
me . na Lafayette i Hs starters on defense (four), but there is not quite as much op- rr 57 stefan eet a) 
Oct. 10 atEastern Michigan W 47-71 | timism as on the offensive side. . : , RG 69 Ryan Kortokrax (Jr) 
Oct. 17 atBowlingGreen L 10-69 | Last year, the Zips ranked No. 3 nationally in rushing de- RT 59 Trevor Brown (Fr.) 
Oct. 31 Central Michigan L 6-14 | fense (92.9 ypg) and No. 15 in total defense (331.5 ypg). | TE 35 Newman Williams (So. 
Nov. 7 atMassachusetts W 17-13 | But six of the top seven tacklers are gone, including all three | QB 4 Thomas Woodson (Jr.) 
Nov. 14 atMiami(Ohio)  W 37-28 | linebackers. A drop-off at those three positions is probable, | RB — Warren Ball (Sr.) 
Nov. 21 Buffalo W 42-21 although middle linebacker John Racha has plenty of expe- | DEFENSE (4) 
Nov. 27 Kent State W 20-0) sence, Gracy: 
Dec. 22 vs.UtahState# © W 23-21 Re ee? DE 98, Se'¥ou Pittman (Sr) 

The defensive line will be anchored by ends Jamal Mar- | pt 50. Brock Boxen (So.} 

fatoFoatofow | Cus (third-team All-MAC in 2015) and Se’Von Pittman (a | NG 8 Darius Copeland (Jr) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS former Ohio State Buckeye), who give the Zips a pair of | DE 34 Jamal Marcus (Sr.] 
| bookends that rival any in the conference. Bowden likes the | OLB 10 Brian Bell (So.) 

1, Kato Nelson, OB, Hollywood, FL | potential of junior Darius Copeland and sophomore Brock | MLB 11 John Rachal (Sr) 
2. Alvin Davis, DB, Fort Lauderdale, FL | RO yen on the interior of the line. se : rete oo os 
3. DeMarcus Lloyd, LB, Vienna, GA* ASth re Scott (Sr. 
4, Cedric Mey, OL Palatka, Fl* The secondary has the chance to be solid if the regulars can CB 2 Larry Hope (Sr) 


21 
7 
82 
56 


14 
1 
50 
10 

5 
23 


19 
7 
13 
56 
rk 
43 
23 
12 
7 


Michael Means Jr. (Sr.] 
Anthony Young (Jr) 
Austin Wolf (Jr.] 
Brandon Council (Fr.) 
Jovan Letuli (Jr) 
Xavier Quigley (Jr) 
Cedric McCoy Ur.) 
Undrea Bullard (So, 
Mykel Traylor-Bennett (Jr) 
Tra'Von Chapman (Jr.) 
Van Edwards Jr. 


Daumantas Venckus (Sr.} 
Brennan Williams (So.) 
Christopher Spruill (Jr.) 
Deon'Tae Moore (Jr.) 
Travonte Junius (So.) 
Andrew Hauser (Sr.} 
Nathan Bischof [So.] 
Kyron Brown (Fr.) 

Bryce Jones (Sr) 


§. Trevor Brown, OL, Clinton, MD 


6. Davon'te Jest, DT, Ocala, FL 
7, Jovann Letuli, OL, San Diego, CA* 
8. Brandon Council, OL, Tar Heel, NC 


interceptions. 


9. Domonick Holley, WR, Akron, OH | 
10. Jaleet Davis, RB, Titusville, FL 


| 
| stay healthy. Corner DeAndre Scott led the team with six 
| 
| 


| SPECIALISTS Kicker Robert Stein and punter Zach Paul 
| were two of the best in school history. Both must be replaced. 


Tom O'Leary has limited experience but likely will hold the 


| placekicking job in the fall. The punting duties will go to one 


SS 24 Jordan George (So.) 
FS 32 Zach Guiser (Jr.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 37 Tom O'Leary (So) 
P 60 Nick Gasser (So.) 


15 Cory Morrow (Sr.) 
14 James Turner (Sr.) 


KR 23 Van Edwards Jr. (So.) 
PR 9 JoJo Natson (Sr.) 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


*junior college transfer | 


2015 RANKINGS 


of three sophomores. Natson gives Akron a punt returner 
who can change field position in a hurry. His 11.7 yards per 
return in 2014 for Utah State ranked No. 11 nationally. 


bipeae tee oy sien | FINALANALYSIS Bowden has changed the culture at an Akron pro- 
Pushing ’ ‘299 ; 7§._|- Stam that went 3-33 from 2010-12. The Zips went 5~7 in both 2013 
Passing 1929 912 7 | and 14 and then broke through with eight wins last fall. He has taken 
Total 387.1ypq 11 104 +«| «Some chances on transfers — both from FBS schools and the junior 
DEFENSE PERGANE Mac Marion, «= COege ranks — but that has translated into a more talented 
Scoring 21.5 ppg 2 23 «| «*toster that has made this program competitive in the MAC 
Rushing 92.9 ypq 1 3 East. Another successful season is possible — if the offen- 
Passing 238.6 ypg 9 84 sive line develops, if Woodson continues his maturation and 
Total 331.5 ypg 1 15 if the linebacking corps can at least be steady. It helps that 
TOMARGIN PERGAME MAC Warton, ©‘SKron has Bowling Green and West powers Toledo and 
+10 072 13. | Western Michigan at home. 
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RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Thomas Woodson, 307-162-2,202-11, 16 TDs 
Rushing: Thomas Woodson, 135 att., 591 yds., 3 TDs 


STAT CORNER 


Opponents averaged just 3.0 yards 
per carry against Akron, third-low- 
est in FBS. The Zips allowed only 
seven rushes of 20-plus yards. 


Receiving: Jerome Lane, 39 rec., 782 yds., 8 TDs 
Tackles: Zach Guiser, 59 

Sacks: Jamal Marcus, 5.5 
Interceptions: DeAndre Scott, 6 


elics 


Jeff Harwell/Akron Athl 


Brad Phalin/BGSU Office of Marketing&Communications 


BOWLING GREEN FALCONS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 97 * MAC EAST PREDICTION: 2 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 5-3 MAC 


TEAM INFORMATIO N| OFFENSE There is a very good reason that Texas native Mike Jinks 


Head Coach: Mike Jinks is now stationed deep in the heart of the Midwest and running the 
Record at School: First Season | program at Bowling Green — the rapid-fire offense the Falcons run 
Career Record: First Season is very familiar to Jinks, who spent the past three seasons at Texas 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: Kevin Kilmer, Tech and is the new head coach at BG. His predecessor, Dino Babers, 


Andy Padron _ brought the Baylor look to Bowling Green, and Jinks sees no reason 
Co-Defensive Coordinators: Perry Eliano, for an offensive overhaul to take place. But there will be a significant 
Marcus White 


| personnel shuffle, since the Falcons need to replace a quarterback who 
set school and conference passing records, along with five of the top six 
pass catchers from a year ago. 

Senior James Knapke is poised to take over at quarterback after mak- 


Bowling Green, OH © Doyt Perry Stadium (24,000) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 at Ohio State | 

Sept. 10 North Dakota ing 13 starts in 2014 when the record-setting Matt Johnson was in- 
Sept. 17 Middle Tennessee jured. Knapke’s 280 completions for 3,173 yards and 15 touchdowns 
Sept. 24 at Memphis that year left little doubt he could do the job. Senior Fred Coppet 
Oct. 1 Eastern Michigan moves in at tailback after rolling up 825 yards and scoring five touch- 
Oct. 8 at Ohio downs in a backup role in 2015. 

a i ia | The biggest holes are at receiver, where Roger Lewis left 

et, Fa IO) | early for the NFL after finishing with 85 catches for 1,544 ‘ 
Nov. 1 at Northern Iltinois eS : : os but he’s 
Man Wi9 ak At receiving yards in 2015. Possession man Gehrig Dieter led 

Nov. 15. Kent State | the team with 94 catches, but he chose to play his graduate 

Nov. 25 Buffalo year at Alabama. That leaves Jinks to lean on dynamic senior 


Ronnie Moore, who had 72 grabs for 954 yards last season, 
and junior Teo Redding, who made his first start last season 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 10-4, 7-1 in the bowl game and responded with 13 catches for 222 | wR 5 Ronnie Moore (Sr.) 89 Deric Phouthavong (So.) 
Sept. § vs.Tennessee% 30-59 | yards and three touchdowns. WR 9 Teo Redding (Jr.] 88 Hunter Folkertsma (Jr.} 
Sept. 12 at Maryland W 4827 | The line is a veteran group with four returning starters who | WR 7 Robbie Rhodes (Jr) 14 Janarvis Pough (So.) 
ai . ve ; - . | are well accustomed to the fast tempo Jinks prefers. WR , persion oe ’ hea Roop ag 
ept. at Purdue = 2 oe = LT jacob Bennett (Sr. e Angelo Ware (So. 
Oct. 3. at Buffalo w ez | DEFENSE, ‘The emphasis has been on establishing a solid’ | 1 g ‘pventiuntertic) 72. Bon Stvard [Sc] 
Oct. 10 Massachusetts W 62-38 | foundation with the fundamentals of sound tackling, physi- C 71 Tim McAuliffe (Jr.) 60 Tyler King {So.) 
Oct. 17 Akron w 59-19 | cal play and dogged pursuit, and all indications are that the | Rg 77 J) Beggan (Sr JC Bartok (So) 
Oct. 24 at Kent State W 48-0 | Falcons are buying into what the new staff has been push- | RT 53 Logan Dietz Sr.) 64 Austin Labus (So) 
Nov. 4 Ohio W 62-24 | ing. Bowling Green returns first team AII-MAC linebacker | QB 3. James Knapke (Sr. 18 James Morgan (Fr.] 
Nov, 11 at Western Michigan W 41-27 | Austin Valdez, who had 13 tackles in his first start against | RB 28 Fred Coppet (Sr. 44 Donovan Wilson [Jr.) 
Nov. 17 Toledo L 2-44 | Tennessee, and he should be one of the league’s top defend- | DEFENSE (6) 
Nov. 24 atBallState = W 48-10 | ers ona veteran unit. He is joined by senior Trenton Greene, | pe 3 TerranceBush(Jr) 58 Brian Sanders (So. 
- ; a" sduisekonia hh a another all-conference pick after his 127-tackle perfor- DT 10 Izaah Lunsford Ur.) 95 Kyle Junior (So) 

s : ea Aneto Halas Bo | TANCE in 2015, and James Sanford, a third returning starter | NT 93 Shannon Smith Ur] 54 Nico Lautanen (Fr.} 

= ' at linebacker. DE 94 David Konowalski(So.) © 51 Malik Brown (Jr.) 


OLB 20 
MLB 1 
OLB 4 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1, Armani Posey, LB, Detroit, MI 


The secondary is also anchored by proven veterans, with 
cornerbacks Alfonso Mack, the team leader last season with 
six interceptions, and Clint Stephens, who has six picks in 


2. Darrion Landy, WR, Baytown, IX | :80 CB 26 Alfonso Mack (Sr.) 22 Robert Jackson Jr. (So.) 
3, Elijah Cunningham, OB, Springboro, OH | his career. CB 2 ClintStephens(Jr.) 18 Will Watson (Sr.) 

4, Caleb Bright, OL, Urbandale, 1A Most of the rebuilding is taking place up front, where se- | gg 24 Tavaraus Wade Ur) 38 Ben Hale Ur.) 

§. Ty Redding, Warren, MI | nior Terrance Bush is the lone returning starter after making | FS 13. JamariBozeman(So.) 9 Isaiah Gourdine (Sr. 
6. Rashaun O'Neal, WR, Cincinnati,0H | 68 stops a year ago. SPECIAL TEAMS 

7. Jerry McBride, CB, Hannibal, MO SPECIALISTS Punter Joseph Davidson led the conference K 44 Jake Suder (So.) KR 71 Scott Miller So.) 


8. Terrence Stephens, RB, Imperial, PA 
9. Cameron Jefferies, CB, Painesville, OH | 
10. Jared Wyatt, WR, Wylie, TX 


2015 RANKINGS 


last season with a 46-yard average and had 17 punts over 50 
yards. Departed placekicker Tyler Tate converted only 8-of- 
15 field goal attempts last year. Sophomore Jake Suder is 


next in line. 


FINAL ANALYSIS About four years ago, Jinks was coaching high 


P 49 


mate ae _— | school football in his native Texas. Now he is the head coach of a solid 
testing 10.0 yn 5 52 mid-major program in the Midwest, and he was hand-picked for the 
Passing 3 66.8 oo 5 job due to his high degree of familiarity with the offensive approach. 
Total 546.8 ypg 1 4, | . There is no rebuild necessary at Bowling Green. Instead, Jinks is 
ee looking to build on the winning culture, and maybe crank 

Scoring 289ppg 9 g, | things up a tad faster with the frenetic offense. The Falcons 

Rushing 182.4ypq 9 79 | are the defending MAC champs and have won 17 straight 

Passing 235.4ypq. 7 79 | games against their fellow MAC East members. The bar is 

Total 4178ypg 9 38 | set pretty high for Jinks in his head coaching debut, but the 

TIMAMSIN PERGAME MAC Nanna’ ©SYStem and the personnel on hand would seem to put Bowl- 

+12 +086 1 9 ing Green in a strong position once again. 


STAT CORNER 


‘I'l be interesting to see how Mike Jinks tweaks 
that system because he’s not from the Baylor tree, 


got that Texas high school background.” 
— An opposing MAC as 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (4) 


Trenton Greene (Sr.) 11. Aaron Banks Jr) 
Austin Valdez (Jr.) 27 Nate Locke (UJr.) 
James Sanford (Jr.) 36 Jack Walz Il! (So) 


Joseph Davidson (Jr.) PR 5 Ronnie Moore (Sr.} 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: James Knapke, 20-14-173-0, 1 10 
Rushing: Fred Coppet, 145 att., 825 yds., § TDs 
Receiving: Ronnie Moore, 72 rec., 954 yds, 6 TDs 
Tackles: Austin Valdez, 144 

Sacks: Terrance Bush, 6.0 

Interceptions: Alfonso Mack, 6 


Dating back to 2010, Bowling 
Green has won 25 straight 
games when allowing 25 or 
fewer points. You have to score a 
lot to beat the Falcons. 
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BUFFALO BULLS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 113 * MAC EAST PREDICTION: 5 PROJECTED RECORD: 5-7, 3-5 MAC 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Lance Leipald | 


Record at School: 5-7 (1 year) | 
Career Record: 114-13 (9 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Andy Kotelnicki 
Defensive Coordinator: Brian Borland 
Buffalo, NY © UB Stadium (29,013) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


| two-way battle between redshirt freshmen Tyree Jackson and Chris 


| they learned the intricacies of the offense. 


OFFENSE ‘The Bulls aren't merely breaking in a new quarterback. The 
entire unit is undergoing a dramatic change under second-year coach 
Lance Leipold. The competition to replace four-year starter Joe Lica- 
ta, who owns nearly every passing record in school history, will be a 


Merchant. Both Jackson and Merchant were solid during the spring as 
Leipold still plans to rely on the running game, perhaps moreso con- 


sidering that the quarterback will likely go through growing pains. 
Senior Jordan Johnson rushed for 811 yards and 12 touchdowns last 


Sept. 3 Albany | season as the backup to All-MAC tailback Anthone Taylor. The former 
Sept. 17 at Nevada | high school quarterback is a punishing runner who can reach the sec- 
Sept, 26 Army | ond level of the defense in a hiccup. Taylor’s power is complemented by \ 
Oct. 1 at Boston College the speed of sophomore Johnathan Hawkins, who showed flashes as a | 
os : sepa __ true freshman and will also handle some kick return duties. BOISE ROSS 
a ” fe No ae, Ninois | Quality depth along the line and at wide receiver is an area gm ee . 
Oct. 27 Akron of concern. Center James O'Hagan is the only returning of- They knew shey slur. t Reve aigood enous 
! li farresret Ti Brandon M al offensive line to run the ball, so everything they 
Nov. 3° at Ohio Sin Screnpraailpbigbbeatis f watgty cnc beeraemaiee | predicated on the quick passing game.” 
Nov, 12. Miami (Ohio) | started 10 games — six at right guard and four at left guard 
Nov. 19 at Western Michigan | —while Roubbens Joseph started four games at right guard. — An opposing MAC assistant coach 
Nov. 25 at Bowling Green After those three, it’s slim pickings on the line in terms of 


| experience. 
2015 RESULTS Tight end Matt Weiser and wideout Ron Willoughby, who | OFFENSE (2) 

| combined for 125 receptions for 1,438 yards and nine touch- | WR 10 Brandon Smiley (So) 15 Jamarl Eiland (Jr) 
FINAL RECORD: 5-7, 3-5 | downs last season, must be replaced. The leading returning | WR 13 Collin Lisa Ur) 80 Malcolm Robinson (Sr.) 
Sept. § Albany W §I-14 receiver is Collin Lisa, a UAB transfer, with 31 catches for | WR 88 Jacob Martinez (Jr) 8 K.J. Osbourn [Fr.} 
Sept. 12 at Penn State L 14-27 | 325 yards and two touchdowns. No one else on the roster | LT 4? [yler OHenly Ur) 54 Skyler Hartley (So 
Sept. 19 at Florida Atlantic W 33-15 | fnished with more than 22 catches. LG 61 Brandon Manosalvas (Jr.) 78 Trey Bowman (So.) 
Sept. 26 Nevada L 2-26 | ? : C77 James O'Hagan(So.) 62 Jacob Byron (Jr.) 
Oct. 3 Bowling Green 1 22-28 | DEFENSE ‘The Bulls made considerable strides under coor- | RG 71 Roudbens Joseph (Sr) 68 Christian Gonzalez (Fr. 
Oct. 17 atCentral Michigan L 14-51. | dinator Brian Borland in spring practice. But will that car- | RT 76 Andy Fidler (So.| 54 Skyler Hartley (So.) 
Oct. 24 Ohio W 41-17. ry over to the season? The defense was more aggressive and | QB 3. Tyree Jackson (Fr.) 12 Chris Merchant (Fr.) 
Oct. 29 atMiami (Ohio)  W 29-26 physical in the spring due in part to new additions and sche- | RB 2 Jordan Johnson (Sr) 24 Johnathan Hawkins (So. 
Nov. 5 atKentState W 18-17 | matic adjustments. Like last season, the secondary should be | FB 44 Glynn Motinich Ur 82. Kevin Rogers (So.] 
Nov. 11 Northern Illinois L_ 30-41 | a strength. Senior corner Boise Ross, arguably the best athlete | DEFENSE (8) 
Nov. 21 at Akron L 21-42 on the team, ranked eighth in the country in passes defended. | pe 55 Brandon Crawford (Sr.) 92 Charles Harris (So. 
Nov. 27 Massachusetts Lo 26-31 Both starting safeties are back, including Ryan Williamson, | NT 66 Max Perisse (Sr.) 90 Justin Brandon (So.) 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Tyrone Hill, CB, Passaic, NJ | linebacker, but the Bulls do return All-MAC selection Bran- | MLB 4 Khalil Hodge (So. 48 Will White (So 

2. Kameron Pickett, RB, Suwanee.GA = | Gon Berry. a converted safe OLB 36 Jarrett Franklin (Jr) 16 Ishmael Hargrove (Jr.] 

3. Jordan Overton, ATH, Lyndhurts, OH Th Te ive line 4 y db 4 b CB 39 Cameron Lewis (So.) 14 Brandon Williams (So.) 
4. Kayode Awosika, OT, Osseo, MN } MS I greta: he en RIT NREES /LO.DE StOUe CB 1 Boise Ross (Sr.) 6 Jeremiah Dadeboe Fr.) 
5. Justin Mulbah, S, Laurel, MD against the run and create a consistent pass rush. End Bran- SS 17 Andrews Dadeboe (Jr.) 12 Brandon Stanback (So.) 
‘Ri oy Baker, CB. Hialeah, tL | don Crawford finished with 34 tackles, 4.5 tackles for a loss FS 26 RyanWilliamson (Jr.) 3 William Rembert (Sr.) 

7. Kamathi Halsey, WR, Philadelphia, PAY and a pair of sacks. Crawford anchors the line along with SPECIAL TEAMS 


8. Antonio Nunn, WR, Tampa, FL 
9. Khalil Hodge, LB, Stockton, CA* 
10. Connor Morehart, OT, Reading, PA* 


“junior college transfer 


2015 RANKINGS 


| 36 tackles and two interceptions. Two starters are gone at 


DEPTH CHART 


OT 58 
DE 91 
OLB 23 


Chris Ford (Jr.) 9 
Demone Harris (Jr.) 34 
Brandon Berry (Sr.) 38 


Gusty Schwartzmeier (So.) 
Randy Anyanwu (So.) 
C.J. Stancil (Sr.] 


who ranked fourth on the team in tackles last season with 
83. Andrews Dadeboe started nine games at safety and had 


307-pound junior Chris Ford at tackle. 

Buffalo is dealing with the tragic loss of linebacker Solo- 
mon Jackson, who was hospitalized after a medical emergen- 
cy during offseason conditioning and died a week later. The 
Bulls have dedicated their season to the memory of Jackson. 


SPECIALISTS Conor Clarke and Kyle Deween, a pair of junior-col- 


K 19 Adam Mitcheson (So.) 
P 95 Conor Clarke (Sr.) 


KR 2 Jordan Johnson (Sr.) 
PR 88 Jacob Martinez (Jr.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


Passing: Chris Merchant, 1-0-0-0, 0 TDs 


OFFENSE —-PERGAME WAC NATIONAL Jege transfers, battled for the punting job in the spring, and fellow new- _ | Rushing: Jordan Johnson, 172 att., 811 yds., 12 TDs 
Scoring 26.7 ppg 82 comer Taylor Sheets joins the fray in the fall. Adam Mitcheson was | Receiving: Colin Lisa, 31 rec., 325 yds., 270s 
Rushing i yoo 10 104 | 43-of-19 on field-goal attempts last season. Tackles: Brandon Berry, 104 c 
oe aby Hs : 4 | FINALANALYSIS Leipold, a highly respected Division III coach, is a thre arama with? : 
a erage ere Hy a winner and difference-maker, so it’s only a matter of 5 2 
Scoring 27.6 ppg 7) «| time before Buffalo is back in the hunt fora MAC East title. o 
Rushing 186.1 ypq 10 gg | Since Turner Gill left the program in 2009, the Bulls have ites = 
Passing 2273ypq 5 49 Challenged for a spot in the league championship game just Buffalo went from allowing 5.2 & 
Total s13.4ypg9 7 gj once (2013). The Bulls’ success in’15 will hinge on the readi- points per trip inside the 40 to £ 
TOMARGIN PERGAME WAC wanionmy 2088 Of the new quarterback and wide receivers, and whether only 4.1, an improvement of 1.1 = 
000 9 46 | the defense can create a pass rush. points per trip [seventh in FBS). eo 
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Kent State Athletics 


KENT STATE GOLDEN FLASHES 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 118 * MAC EAST PREDICTION: 6 * PROJECTED RECORD: 3-9, 1-7 MAC 


OFFENSE Nine starters return on this unit, but optimism about 2016 
TEAM INFORMATION ' should be tempered by the fact that Kent State ranked 127th in the 
Waa Conca (eat yes | nation in total offense last season at 270.8 yards per game. That spoiled 
Career Record: 9-26 (3 years | a solid defensive effort and doomed the Golden Flashes to their third 
Offensive Coordinator: Don Treadwell | consecutive losing season and a tie for last place in the MAC East. 
Defensive Coordinator: Ben Needham An early season injury to 2014 leading rusher Nick Holley and an 
Kent, OH © Dix Stadium (25,319) | ineffective Trayion Durham at fullback meant Kent State needed to 
| pass more to move the ball. That failed miserably, as quarterbacks Colin 
2016 SCHEDULE | Reardon and George Bollas completed only 51 percent of their passes 
Sap "4! -at Pena Stata | and threw more interceptions (10) than touchdowns (nine). KSU fin- 
ok 10. North Carolina ART | ished No. 121 nationally in passing efficiency. 
Sent. 17 Monmouth | Reardon and Bollas are back, but coach Paul Haynes hopes that 
Sept. 24 at Alabama redshirt freshman Mylik Mitchell or true freshman Justin Agner will 


Oct. 1 Akron emerge in fall camp. Reardon played some at receiver in the spring. 


Record at School: 9-26 (3 years} 


Oct. 8 at Buffalo | Improvement at quarterback could mean a relative resurgence on of- | TERENCE WAUGH 

Oct. 15 at Miami (Ohio) fense, because many playmakers are back. Holley returns at guy 3 

Oct. 22 Ohio | tailback, and quality backups Myles Washington, Will Mat- [URIMME MMAR AIA RO eT 
Oct, 29 at Central Michigan OUEUCA nent ECR MGR CCR cram sure! veever heard of a team getting shut out 


Nov. 8 Western Michigan 
Nov. 15 at Bowling Green 
Nov. 25 Northern Iltinois 


| State has recruited well at receiver and tight end in recent 
| years. The top nine pass catchers are back, led by Antwan 
| Dixon, Kris White, Ernest Calhoun, Johnny Woods and 


three times in a season.” 


— An opposing MAC assistant coach 


converted running back Raekwon James. DEPTH CHART 


The offensive line returns four of five starters. Seniors Reno OFFENSE (9) 


FINAL RECORD: 3-9, 2-6 | Reda and Wayne Scott and juniors Nathan Puthoff and 
4-52 | Brock Macaulay are building blocks. 
45-13 DEFENSE ‘This unit is loaded with eight returning start- 


WR § 
WR 80 


Sept. § at Illinois WR 1 


Sept. 12 Delaware State 


Sept. 19 at Minnesota 7-10 | ers and plenty of reserves who saw productive time in 2015. a . 
Sept. 26 Marshall 29-46 | That defense was dominant at times last season and finished c 70 


Oct. 3 Miami (Ohio) 20-14 | No. 27 nationally in total yards allowed at 350.1 per game. 


L 

W 

L 

L 

RG 52 

Oct. 10 at Toledo i 1-38 ‘The top returnees are three first-team All-MAC perform- 

L 

L 

\" 

L 

L 


Oct. 17 at Massachusett 15-10 | te 
fc 4 5 43 SENS La | ers: end Terence Waugh, free safety Nate Holley (Nick's | TE 13 
ole wg ween “| twin brother) and corner Demetrius Monday. Waugh led QB 2 
Nov. 5 Buffalo 17-18 : 4 

Nov. 10 at Ohio 77 | the team in tackles for a loss (12) and sacks (9.0) despite | RB 4 


missing two games with injuries. Holley led in tackles (141), 
and Monday led in interceptions (six). 
The front four also brings back Chris Fairchild, Jon Cun- 


14-27 
0-20 


Nov. 18 Central Michigan 
Nov. 27 at Akron DE 51 


OT 50 


| ningham and Theo Eboigbe. The linebacking corps will miss | NG 90 JonCunningham(Jr.) 49 Kalil Morris (So. 
TOP 10 RECRUITS | Matt Dellinger in the middle, but productive senior Elcee | DE 58 Theo Eboigbe (S0. 33. Matt Sommers (J) 
1. Akeam Peters, DB, Tucker. GA | Refuge will move there from the outside, OLB 45. Marques Moore (Jr.) 37 Nick Cuthbert (Sr) 
2. Derek Adams, P. Manheim, PA | Holley and Monday give Kent State a secondary that has MLB 7 Elcee Refuge (Sr. 2. Jim Jones (So 
Silber ; ; ae OLB 36 DariusRedmond(Sr.) 2 Erik Simpson (So.) 
3. Kavious’ Price, WR, Bradenton, FL | the potential to be one of the conference's best. In addition, CB 21 Demetrius Monday Ur) 10 Quan Robi (S01 
H i ior Najee Murray (team-high nine pass breakups) is a E samedi srr hac pak TS 
4, Miles Daniel, DB, Oak Park, MI bESSDION Pal 'y BENE geass CB 12 Najee Murray (Sr.) 30 Darryl Marshall (So.) 
5, Hakeem Enis, DT, Decatur, GA | returning starter at the Apache position, a combination of | 55 14 Jyantez McRae (S0.) 27. Kevin Bourne {Jr.) 
6. Trey Harrell, WR, Metairie, LA | corner and linebacker, FS 18 Nate Holley (Sr) 6 Carlos Pickett (Fr.) 
7, Jamal Parker, CB, Pennsauken,NJ = | SPECIALISTS ‘The state of the Kent State offense is re- SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Mike Carrigan, WR, Tallahassee, FL | flected in the fact that returning placekicker Shane Hynes K 57 Shane Hynes (So. KR_ 24 Raekwon James (So.) 
9. Theo Majette, DE, West Bloomfield, MI | led the team in scoring with 34 points. He did that despite P Derek Adams (Fr. PR_ 86 Zaquon Tyson (S0.) 


10. Dalton Hicks, LB, Delphos, OH | not coming close to overusing his leg, attempting only 13 ex- 
tra points, making them all, and hitting 7-of-11 field goals. 


| One of the best punters in school history, Anthony Melchi- 
2015 RANKINGS | ori, is gone, leaving the position up for grabs. 


OFFENSE PER GAME WAC NATIONAL FINAL ANALYSIS Haynes is popular in the Kent State community, 


Scoring 13.1 ppg 13 128 ; 4 Pe ey Li d v 
Rushing 132.8ypq 11 108 but this may be his make-or-break year. His 9-26 record in three sea 


Passing 138.1ypg 13 «121 sons puts him squarely on the hot seat. 

Total 208ypg «13—=—127 It is not an overstatement to say that the success of this team rests on 

ee a improvement at quarterback. More mediocrity at the posi- 

pate any i ; 45 | despite the presence of an experienced line and playmakers 

Passing 206.2ypg 3 49 | at running back, tight end and receiver. The defense likely 

Total 360.1 ypg 3 7 will continue to be a strength, but there is always the un- 

fa tidacia a ea Clie STS certainty of whether the success of 2015 can be duplicated, 
3 25 11 ag especially since there is a new coordinator in Ben Needham. 


DEFENSE (8) 


58 tion would doom the offense to another season of frustration [yp ymaslas 


Charles Chandler (Sr.] 3. Kris White (Jr.) 
Johnny Woods (So.) 25 Ernest Calhoun (Sr.) 
Antwan Dixon (So.) 24 Raekwon James (So.) 


Reno Reda (Sr.) 59 Connor Shinsky (So.) 
Wayne Scott (Sr.] 76 Chase Van Hoef (Fr.) 
Stefano Millin (So.) 63 Alex Nielsen (Sr.) 


Nathan Puthoff (Jr) 63 Alex Nielsen (Sr.) 
Brock Macaulay (Jr.) 64 Bryce Gibbs (Fr.) 
Brice Fackler (Sr.) 82 Ryan Matone (Jr.) 
George Bollas (So.) 10 Colin Reardon (Sr.) 
Nick Holley (Jr.) 11. Justin Rankin (Fr,) 


Terence Waugh (Sr.) 34 Anthony Johnson (Jr. 
Chris Fairchild (Sr.) 98 Dominic Hill (Fr.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


Passing: Colin Reardon, 176-81-901-4, 7 TDs 
Rushing: George Bollas, 89 att., 275 yds., 1 10 
Receiving: Raekwon James, 28 rec., 287 yds., 0 TDs 
Tackles: Nate Holley, 141 

Sacks: Terence Waugh, 9.0 

Interceptions: Demetrius Monday, 6 


Kent State averaged a mere 2.74 
points per trip inside the 40, 
under a field goal per trip and by 
far the worst average in FBS. 
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Head Coach: Chuck Martin 
Record at School: 5-19 (2 years) 
Career Record: 79-26 (8 years} 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: George Barnett, 
Eric Koehler 


Co-Defensive Coordinators: Jotin Hauser, | 


Matt Pawlowski 
Oxford, OH Yager Stadium (24,286) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


at lowa 

Eastern Illinois 
Western Kentucky 
at Cincinnati 

Ohio 

at Akron 

Kent State 

at Bowling Green 
at Eastern Michigan 
Central Michigan 
at Buffalo 

Ball State 


2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: 3-9, 2-6 


= 


Presbyterian 

at Wisconsin 
Cincinnati 

at Western Kentucky 
at Kent State 

at Ohio 

Northern Illinois 

at Western Michigan 
Buffalo 

Eastern Michigan 
Akron 


L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
l 
W 
L 
at Massachusetts W 


vit 
MIAMI REDHAWKS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 112 * MAC EAST PREDICTION: 4 * PROJECTED RECORD: 4-8, 3-5 MAC 


TEAM INFORMATIO N| | OFFENSE Returning a quarterback who started the last seven games 


26-7 | 


0-58 


33-37 
14-56 | 
14-20 | 
3-34 | 
12-65. | 


13-35 


26-29 | 
28-13 | 
28-37 | 
20-13 | 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Danny Godlevske, C, Indianapolis, IN 
2. Tyrece Speaight, DB, Columbus, OH 
3. Trent Maynard, OL. Indianapolis, IN 
4. Stori Emerson, WR, Indianapolis 
5. Tommy Doyle, OL, Edina, MN 

6, Travion Banks, DB, Evanston, IL 
7, TayGowan, DB, Covington, GA 

8. Tyler Fleetwood, WR, Lilburn, GA 
9. Kyle Speas, TE, Plainfield, IL 

10. DeAndre Huff. WR, Covington, GA 


2015 RANKINGS 


of his true freshman season would suggest long-term stability, but 
| coach Chuck Martin considers Billy Bahl and the more-versatile Gus 
| Ragland to be still in competition for the starting job. Bahl is a tradi- 
tional pocket passer, while Ragland also is a running threat who threw 
for three touchdowns and no interceptions in 2015. Bahl threw for 
eight touchdowns with 13 interceptions. 
| Not that Miami should need the quarterback to run the ball. The five 
| running backs who lettered last season all return, led by sophomore 

Alonzo Smith, who led the RedHawks with 498 yards and five touch- 
downs. Miami returns 98.2 percent of its rushing yards from last season. 
| The wide receiver corps is similarly experienced, with two starters re- 
| turning, along with 98.3 percent of the receptions and 99.2 percent of 
| the receiving yards. Senior Rokeem Williams was the primary target 
| with 33 catches for 543 yards and two touchdowns. 
| The tight end tandem of sophomore Nate Becker and ju- 
nior Ryan Smith also is back. Becker started 11 games, while 
Smith led Miami with five receiving touchdowns. 

Four starters return on the offensive line, and Martin is 

| hoping that a year of maturation will help sophomores such 
| as center Mitch Palmer stay healthy. 


DEFENSE Senior end J.T. Jones returns after finishing 


\) a= 3 
PAUL MOSES 
“Chuck Martinis a really good football coach, 
and you can see on film how much better they 
were in Year 2 than they were in Year 1.” 


— An opposing MAC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


| second in the MAC with 10 sacks. Juniors A.J. Burdine OFFENSE (7) 
| and Ikeem Allen split time at one defensive tackle slot last | WR 6 Rokeem Williams {Sr.) 10 Sam Shisso (St 
| season, but Allen has staked his claim to the full-time job. | WR 87 Chris Hudson (So) 81 James Gardner (So, 
| Junior Zach Smierciak has big shoes to fill at right defensive WR 88. Jared Murphy (J) 86 Luke Mayock (Fr, 
3 ; i LT 57. Zach Hovey (Jr.) 77 Matt Skibinski [Fr.) 
end with the graduation of dependable Bryson Albright. LG 76 Randy Heideman { 
: noise : : y Heideman (Jr) 75. Luke Adams (So.} 
Junior outside linebacker Paul Moses finished third on the C56 Mitch Palmer(So.) 50 Ryan Mullen (So) 
| team with 71 tackles in his first season on defense after being | RG 64 SamMecCollum{(So.) 52 Jordan Rigg (So. 
converted from running back. TJ. Williams is a returning | RT 72 CollinBuchanan(Sr.) 78 lan Leever(So.] 
| starter at the other outside linebacker slot, which will help TE 44 Nate Becker (So.) 82 Ryan Smith Ur.) 
| make it easier for sophomore Junior McMullen to take over | QB 5. Billy Bahl (So.) 14 Gus Ragland (So.] 
at middle linebacker. RB 26 Alonzo Smith (So.] 3 Kenny Young (So.] 
The RedHawks have some answers at cornerback. Heath DEFENSE (6) 
Harding missed the last seven games of the 2015 season | pe 91 J.T Jones(Sr.) 11. Austin Gearing (Sr.] 
| after being named Miami’s Defensive Skill Player of the | DT 55 Ikeem Allen (Jr.) 93. Deion Cineus (So.] 
Year in 2014. Junior Bert Birdsall took over for Harding and | DT 9%. Nate Trawick (So.) 94 Mack Duffin (So.] 
| -will enter the season with hopes of locking down a starting | DE 32 Zach Smierciak (Jr) %2 Quinn Calcagno {So 
"spot. And Tee Shepard, a graduate transfer from Ole Miss, | 4B 36 Paul Moses (Jr. ' Kendrell McFadden (Fr. 
| is expected to join the team in the summer. Senior Buchi LB 5 Junior McMullen So] 38 Brad Koenig {So.} 
| Okzafor’s return at nafety will help ease the transition ofju- | “2% 1-Wilams (Sr) 23 De'Andre Montgomery (So. 
joes ; y aoe ; J CB 24 Heath Harding (Sr.) 15 Deondre Daniels (So,) 
| nior Tony Reid as he takes over for Brison Burris at the other | ¢g 9g Bert Birdsall [Jr] Tee Shepard (Sr) 
| safety slot. S 14 Tony Reid (Jr) 2 Joshua Alten (So.) 
| SPECIALISTS Miami's kicking game faces a complete S 30 Buchi Okafor (Sr.) 22 Matt Merimee (So.) 
| overhaul after losing starters at kicker, punter and long-snap- SPECIAL TEAMS 


| per. Sophomore Nick Dowd takes over as the placekicker af- 
| ter making his only kick, a 22-yard field goal, last season. He 


| still has more experience than the new punter, sophomore 
| Justin Martin, whose next punt will be the first of his college 


| career. Maurice Thomas is a budding threat on kickoff re- 
| turns after averaging 17.3 yards on 27 returns last season. 


KR_ 31 Maurice Thomas [So.] 
PR 88 Jared Murphy (Jr.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


K 97 Nick Dowd (So) 
P 45 Justin Martin (So,} 


Passing: Billy Bahl, 220-98-1,409-13, 8 TDs 
Rushing: Alonzo Smith, 124 att., 498 yds.. 5 TDs 
Receiving: Rokeem Williams, 33 rec., 543 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: Paul Moses, 71 

Sacks: J.T. Jones, 10.0 

Interceptions: Buchi Okafor, 1; Tony Reid, 1 


pie iat “i re | FINAL ANALYSIS Martin continues to work on building depth 
Rushi . 1097 es 0 1 through recruiting so that the RedHawks don't have to lean so heavily 
Passing 208.5 yg 10 80 | on freshmen whose bodies still are developing, especially on the offen- 
Total 338.2ypg 12109 sive line. “We're in a bad cycle,” he says. “The true freshmen aren't ready 
a and they get hurt. Hopefully, we'll be able to redshirt some 
Scoring 32.0 pq 11 95 | of the freshmen this year and all of them next year. You can't 
Rushing 168.9 ypg 6 7 | keep playing true freshmen. * s 
Passing 235.7 ypg «#8 a0 Miami improved from two wins in Martin's first season to 
Total 404.6ypq 6g | three last year, including the first on the road since 2012. The 
JOMARGN PERGAME WAC Wario | ¢XPETience gained last season should pay off this year, and 

“4 417 13 123 | some of those one-score losses should turn into wins. 


128 ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2016 


It's hard to run uphill for 60 min- 
utes. Miami's field position margin 
of minus-7.3 yards per possession 
was third-worst in FBS. 


Miami Athletics 


OHIO BOBCATS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 91 * MAC EAST PREDICTION: 1 * PROJECTED RECORD: 7-6, 5-3 MAC 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Frank Solich 
Record at School; 80-61 (11 years) 
Career Record: 138-80 (17 years) 


Co-Offensive Coordinators: Tim Albin, 


Scott Isphording 
Defensive Coordinator: Jimmy Burrow 
Athens, OH © Peden Stadium (24,000) 


| talent returning, and an offensive line that appears capable of replacing 


| has arm talent but is prone to forcing throws. J.D. Sprague has started 


OFFENSE Ohio was better offensively, improving its point production 
| by a touchdown per game in 2015. With the bulk of the skill-position 


three starters, the Bobcats could make another jump up this season. But 
the quarterback question lingers; Ohio has two seniors who could po- 
tentially start. Greg Windham played in a handful of games last fall. He 


12 games over the last two seasons and has the skill set Ohio desires to 
run its option-influenced, one-back, no-huddle offense. But Sprague 
had offseason surgery on his shoulder and missed spring practice. It’s 


Sept. 3 Texas State | nota given he’ll be at the top of the depth chart in August. 
| g P P gu 

Sept. 10 at Kansas | The QB issue is the biggest surrounding the offense, which returns 
Sept. 17 at Tennessee | junior running back A.J. Ouellette and all three starting wide receivers. 
Si ‘ ean | Ouellette has been dependable if unspectacular and has led Ohio in 
jc 3 Bowing Green | rushing each of the past two seasons. Sophomore Papi White had more 
Oct. 15 Eastern Michigan | big plays than any other back on the team last year. fs 

; ¥ | At receiver, Ohio has good talent in place with seniors Se- [iighasmmmilhdiabedd Uhl DORSAL 
Oct. 22 at Kent State 2 8 ni Sa league and they've got depth at running back, so 
Oct. 27 at Tolede | bastian Smith, Jordan Reid and junior Brendan Cope. They hey cout & y Pm ecioccirct ees eg 
Nov. 3 Buffalo combined for 1,905 yards and 14 touchdowns last season, ne ies Ae it Snes iach RL 
Nov. 15 at Central Michigan | and Smith is an All-MAC talent. Junior tight end Troy — An opposing MAC assistant coach 
Nov. 22 Akron 


| Mangen, a two-year starter, is expected back after missing 
2015 with a knee injury. 
On the offensive line, senior Troy Watson and Durrell 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (6) 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 8-5, 5-3 | Wood return at right tackle and guard, respectively, but the | WR 6 SebastianSmith{(Sr.) 8 Elijah Ball (Fr) 
Sept. 3 atldaho W. 45-28 | Bobcats need to find three new starters. Junior Jake Pruehs, | WR 12 Jordan Reid (Sr.) 9 Andrew Meyer (So.) 
Sept. 12 Marshall W 21-10 | astarter in 2014 at guard, will move to center. WR 85 Brendan Cope (Jr.) 80 Jerrid Marhefka (Jr.] 
Sept. 19 SElousina = W 35-14 | DEFENSE Ohio's defense hoped for more in 2015, but a | LT § Joe Lowery [So] fees haere 
Sept. 26 at Minnesota L 2-27 | _. sane ‘ LG 71 Josh Cooper (Sr.) 78 Nick Gibbons (Sr.) 
bet 9 at lea Wo tél? | midseason swoon keyed by a rash of injuries at linebacker C 52. Jake Pruehs Ur) 77 Adam Notestine (Fr) 
Oct. 10 Miami (Ohio) Wed | left the Bobcats looking a lot like their 2014 counterparts. | RG 57 Durrell Wood (Jr) 63. Joe Anderson (So.) 
Oct. 17 Western Michigan 14-49 | Still, Ohio should have perhaps the MAC’s best front sev- RT 79 Troy Watson (Sr) 74 Jared McCray Ur.) 
Oct. 26 at Buffalo | 17-41 | en. The Bobcats return three starters on the defensive line | TE 82 Troy Mangen (Jr) 86 Mason Morgan (Jr.) 
Nov, 4 atBowlingGreen  { 26-62 | and eight of the 10 players it used in rotation along the line. | QB 3. J.0. Sprague [St.) 14 Greg Windham (Sr.) 
Nov. 10 Kent State W 27-0 | Seniors Tarell Basham and Kurt Laseak at end and senior | RB 45 A.J. Ouellette (Jr.) 4 Papi White [So.] 
Nov. 17 Ball State WB 3T Casey Sayles at tackle give the unit a great foundation on DEFENSE (6) 
Not. 24. at Northem lings. W 26-21 | which to build. DE 93 Tarell Basham (Sr.) 90 Trent Smart Jr} 
Dec. 19 vs.Appalachian State #L 29-31 Ohio returns junior middle linebacker Quentin Poling, a | DT 44 Casey Sayles (Sr.) Tom Strobel (Sr.] 
*Canelliabod | contender for MAC Defensive Player of the Year in 2016. | NT 54 Tony Porter (Jr) 92 Cleon Aloese (Jr,) 
Senior weak-side force Blair Brown returns as well, and new | DE 99 KurtLaseak (Sr.) 97 Kent Berger (So.) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS strong-side starter Chad Moore has played starter’s reps as a | SUB 38 Chad Moore [J 15. Marcus Brunson (Fr. 
1. Keevon Harris, WR, Warren, OH MLB 32 Quentin Poling(Jr.) 40 Cody Grilliot (Jr.) 


multi-positional backup over the past two seasons. 


‘The questions regard the secondary where Ohio has to re- wes 


Blair Brown (Sr.) 47 Evan Croutch (So.) 


2. Cameron Odom, WR, Bedford Heights, OH | 


3. Tyler Tupa, S, Brecksville, OH place its top four cornerbacks. Langston Provitt, an expected ce ; te rete (Sr) if ie re oa 

4. Taeshon Trotter, OL, Detroit, MI | starter at corner, left the team in the spring. S 24 Toran Davis (Sr) 41 Grant Cunningham (Ur) 
5. Felipe Fernandez, OL, Tampa, FL | SPECIALISTS Ohio will have talented but unproven S 23 kylan Nelson (So,) 16 Bradd Ellis (Jr) 

6. Jared Dorsa, LB, Kings Mills, OH newcomers in the kicking department. Redshirt freshman | SPECIAL TEAMS 


7. Ilyaas Motley, CB, Centerville, OH 
8. Austin Conrad, TE, Grafton, OH 
9. Will Evans, DE, Augusta, GA 

10. Eric Popp, LB, Loveland, OH 


Louie Zervos will replace the dependable Josiah Yazdani as 
| the placekicker and proved to be accurate inside of 40 yards 
| during spring camp. Redshirt freshman punter Michael Far- 
| kas initially signed with Cincinnati out of high school. New 


2015 RANKINGS options will get plenty of chances in the return game, but 


White — the team’s best open-field threat — is clearly the favorite to 


K 48 Louie Zervos (Fr.) 
P §9 Michael Farkas (Fr.) 


KR 28 Dorian Brown (Jr) 
PR 4 Papi White (So.] 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: J.D. Sprague, 116-64-921-3, 7 TDs 


OFFENSE PERGAME MAC NATIONAL | get the bulk of the opportunities. Rushing: A.J. Ouellette, 151 att., 687 yds., 6 TDs 
: — ‘ tint sis : cS FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Bobcats will be once again among the top _ | Receiving: Sebastian Smith, 65 rec., 777 yds., 7 TDs 
a Passing 1922 m0. 2 5 tier of MAC contenders. Ina watered-down East Division and with tomate Pa 
< Total s13.1y99 4 56 three-time division champ Bowling Green in rebuild mode, Ohio may ascot Quentin Paling { 
o Tr ey May well be the preseason favorite. Whether the Bobcats can 
a Scoring 25.3ppg 4 4g |sturnan expected seven- or eight-win season into something 
me Rushing 168.2 ypg 5 65 | more substantial depends on solving the quarterback issue Shioaaeinachianeea ae 
: Passing 209.5 ypg 4 44 | and hoping young talent takes hold in the secondary. But a ate P re ee Fe 
& Total 377.7 p95 49 | top-of-the-MAC front seven and quality offensive skill-po- -/ yards per drive, ; 
= TOMARGIN PERGAME MAC waTiowa, Sition talent means Ohio can expect yet another bowl bid MAC. Strong third-down defense 
s ai 038 ra this season. led to three-and-outs. 
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Head Coach: Mike Neu 


Record at School: First Season 


Career Record: First Season 


Offensive Coordinator: Joey Lynch 
Defensive Coordinator: Tim Daoust 


SS 
& BALL STATE CARDINALS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 116 * MAC WEST PREDICTION: 5 * PROJECTED RECORD: 3-9, 2-6 MAC 


TEAM INFORMATION 


| 


Muncie, IN Scheumann Stadium (22,500) | 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 2 at Georgia State 
Sept. 10 at Indiana 


Sept. 17 Eastern Kentucky 


Sept. 24 at Florida Atlant 
Oct. 1 Northern Illinois 


ic 


Oct. 8 at Central Michigan 


Oct. 15 at Buffalo 
Oct. 22 Akron 


Nov. 1 Western Michigan 
Nov. 8 Eastern Michigan 


Nov. 16 at Toledo 
Nov. 22 at Miami (Ohio) 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 3-9, 2-6 


Sept. 3 VMI 

Sept. 12 at Texas A&M 
Sept. 19 at Eastern Michi 
Sept. 26 at Northwestern 
Oct. 3 Toledo 


gan 


Oct. 10 at Northern Illinois 


Oct. 17 Georgia State 


Oct. 24 Central Michigan 


Oct. 31 Massachusetts 


Nov. 5 at Western Michigan 


Nov. 17 at Ohio 
Nov. 24 Bowling Green 


meee Ssererrrrsrse 


| but Neal can count on a big target in KeVonn Mabon (70 
| catches) and slot man Corey Lacanaria (45). 


48-36 
23-56 
28-17 
19-24 | 
10-24 | 
41-59 
19-31 
n-23 
20-10 | 
7-54 | 
31-48 | 
10-48 | 


in the backfield. OFFENSE (5) 

The Cardinals must replace a trio of graduated offensive | wR 16 KeVonnMabon(Sr.) 89 Devin Reece (So,) 
linemen, including second-team All-MAC center Jacob | wR 1. Jordan Hogue [Ur] 24 Ralph Smith Ill (Jr) 
Richard. The battles at center, right guard and right tackle |SLOT 5 CoreyLacanaria (Jr) — 80 Aaron Hepp (Sr.) 
could extend throughout camp, which could put additional LT 78 Drake Miller (Sr.) Kaleb Slaven (Fr) 
pressure on senior left tackle Drake Miller and junior left | LG 75 Vinnie Palazeti Jr) Anthony Todd (Fr. 
guard Vinnie Palazeti. c : pene ariel (Fr) . a sori (Fr 
DEFENSE On the recommendation of Saints offensive eae mn cian asi nN Zac Ricketts 
line coach and former Michigan State offensive coordinator | TE 17 Sam Brunner(Sr} BT Kyle Schrank (Fr) 
Dan Roushar and former Syracuse head coach Scott Shafer, | QB 15. Riley Neal (So.) 14 Jack Milas (Jr.} 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. James Jennette Ill, DE, Hazelwood, MO 


2. Nolan Givan, TE, Berkley, MI 

3. Lamar Anderson, CB, St. Louis, MO 
4. Kaleb Slaven, OL, Muncie, IN 

5. Chris Beech, C, Daytonsburg, OH 


6. Chris Crumb, DT, Lewis Center, OH 


7. Sean Hammonds Jr., DE, Louisville, KY 
8. Reggie McGee, DE, Baltimore, MD* 


9. John Swisher, OT, Des Moines, |A* 
10. Anthony Todd, OL, Yorktown, IN 


“junior college transfer | 


2015 RANKINGS 


| Reggie McGee and freshmen Chris Crumb and James Jen- 


OFFENSE © -PERGAME = MAC —ATIONAL | 
Scoring 23.1 ppg 10 102 | 
Rushing 153.3 ypg = 8B Fi: | 
Passing 218.3ypg = 9 7 
Total 371.6ypg 10 9 | 
DEFENSE © PERGAME MAC NATIONAL | 
Scoring  358ppg 12 108 
Rushing 225.5 ypg 12 115 
Passing 292.5ypq 13 123 
Total 518.0 ypg = 12 122 
TOMARGIN PERGAME MAC — NATIONAL | 
+] +0.08 =7 58 


| last season in the middle, but he’s moving to the weak 
_ side alongside fellow seniors Zack Ryan and Aaron Taylor. 
_ They're the strength of this bunch. 


| All-MAC honors last year with nine tackles for a loss and 


| six quarterback hurries. The Cardinals aren't afraid to give re iia (GR 14 ena len’ 
rhe sites organ Hagee (So. rf. 
newcomers such as junior college transfers John Swisher and P 12. Kyle Schmitt (St) PR 5 Corey Lacanaria (1) 


| field goals inside 40 yards but hit just 2-of-6 of his long-distance tries. 
| Four-year punter Kyle Schmidt’s averaged dropped to 39.7 yards, but 


| FINALANALYSIS Ball State has enough offensive talent to 
| get back to .500, but it’s very difficult to win when allowing 
| opponents to average 5.3 yards per carry and complete 70 


| to put Michigan State’s schemes to good use. 


OFFENSE Mike Neu spent the last 12 years in New Orleans and 
earned a Super Bowl ring with the Saints as a scout in 2009, so it 
was going to take someplace special for Neu to leave the Big Easy. 
Then Ball State head coach Pete Lembo opted in December to become 
Maryland’s assistant head coach. Neu jumped at the chance to return 
to Ball State, where he won the MAC's Offensive Player of the Year 
award while leading the Cardinals to the 1993 conference title. 

Neu retained offensive coordinator Joey Lynch and plans to merge 
the Cardinals’ previous offense with the Saints’ passing game concepts 
that fit Ball State’s personnel. Judging by Neu’s thoughts on sopho- 
more quarterback Riley Neal, who threw for 2,276 yards, rushed for 
399 yards and accounted for 18 TDs, everything might fit. “He has got 
a big, big, big-time arm,” says Neu, who coached for two seasons at Tu- 
lane before rejoining the Saints in 2014. “He can make all the throws. . 

He has a great combo of arm strength and touch.” 


Ball State’s top receiver (Jordan Williams) has graduated, ® 


“Their secondary isn’t very fast, and they didn’t 
generate any kind of pass rush, You felt like you 


The Cardinals also welcome back all of their running backs. OAILA TOWiKSVEP OR Snes 
Elusive junior Darian Green and powerful sophomore James — An opposing MAC assistant coach 
Gilbert split the carries last year, but Neu envisions senior 
Teddy Williamson giving Ball State a three-headed monster DEPTH CHART 


TB 25. Darian Green (Jr.) 34 James Gilbert (So.} 
DEFENSE (9) 


DE 98 Anthony Winbush (Jr.) 9 Reggie McGee (Jr.) 
DT 62. Kevin Thurmon (So.) 92 John Swisher (Jr) 
NT 55 John Whitman Ill (Sr.) 93 Kevin Willis Ur.) 
DE 57 JoshuaPosley(Sr.) 49 Kyle Seger (Sr.] 
SLB 7 Aaron Taylor (Sr.) §0 Damon Singleton (So.) 
MLB 2 Zack Ryan (Ur) 46 Jacob White (Fr.] 
WLB 3 Sean Wiggins (Sr.) 27. Stu Stanley (Sr.) 
CB 33 Tyree Holder (Sr.) 23. Marc Walton (So.) 
CB 20 Darius Conaway (Sr.) Lamar Anderson (Fr.) 
S 45 Lamont McPhatter (So.) 43 Dedrick Cromartie (Jr.) 
S 21 Martez Hester (Sr.) 31 Romero Wade [Fr.) 


Neu interviewed Orange assistant head coach Tim Daoust 
for the defensive coordinator job. “In the first five minutes, I 
knew he was the guy I wanted to hire,” Neu says. 

Daoust has implemented an attacking 4-3 style that resem- 
bles Michigan State’s scheme. He has nine returning starters 
to fill the new roles, but it’s a group that surrendered 518 
yards and 35.8 points per game. 

First-team AII-MAC linebacker Sean Wiggins finished 


Senior defensive end Joshua Posley also earned first-team 


ee BOLD indicates returning starter 
nette III the chance to carve out roles on the defensive line. 


The secondary didn't lose any starters, but roles are chang- 
ing to fit the scheme. Senior boundary safety Martez Hester (22 starts) 
and senior cornerback Tyree Holder (21) bring the most credentials. 


SPECIALISTS Sophomore kicker Morgan Hagee drilled 14-of-15 


Passing: Riley Neal, 391-228-2.276-6, 16 TDs 
Rushing: Darian Green, 148 att., 730 yds., 5 TOs 
Receiving: KeVonn Mabon, 70 rec., 745 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: Sean Wiggins, 95 

Sacks: Anthony Winbush, 5.0 


he put 21 inside the 20-yard line. Mabon earned third-team Interceptions: Tyree Holder, 2; Sean Wiggins, 2 


All-MAC kudos as a returner. STAT CORNER 


Ball State lost 16 of its last 22 
games against FBS opponents 
under Pete Lembo. In 2012-13, 


percent of their passes. It’s going to take time for Ball State 
the Cardinals won 18 of 25. 
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Athletics 


UL State 


Ba 


Central Michigan Athletics 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN GHIPPEWAS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 88 * MAC WEST PREDICTION: 4 « PROJECTED RECORD: 7-5, 5-3 MAC 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Central Michigan has arguably the top quarterback in the 


Mid-American Conference in fourth-year starter Cooper Rush, who 
isch gereter veut | enjoyed a breakout 2015 campaign by throwing for 3,848 yards and 25 
Career Record: 14 (1 year) | touchdowns. Once again, the Chippewas will go as far as the savvy and 
Offensive Coordinator: Morris Watts | talented Rush will take them. He threw for at least 300 yards in eight 
Defensive Coordinator: Greg Colby | of 13 games, including a 430-yard showing at Syracuse. 
Mount Pleasant, MI © Kelly/Shorts Stadium (30,255), © Rush will also enjoy a full complement of returning wide receivers, 


including Jesse Kroll (61 catches, 866 yards), who was granted a sixth 
/2016 SCHEDULE _| year of eligibility by the NCAA. Also back are veterans Anthony Rice 


Sept. 1 Presbyterian | (595 yards), Mark Chapman (559) and Corey Willis (564). Even if 
Sept. 10 at Oklahoma State | CMU struggles to find production at the tight end position, the depth 
Sept. 17 UNLV | at wide receiver should keep the passing game rolling. 

Sept. 24 at Virginia | The struggles for the Chippewas last year came in the run game, 
Oct. 1 Western Michigan | where they averaged a MAC-worst 101.3 yards per game. Starter 


Oct. 8 Ball State 
Oct. 15 at Northern Illinois 


Devon Spalding was lost for the season in Week 5 after impressive 
Oct. 22. at Toledo performances at Syracuse and Michigan State. It was not 
Oct. 29 Kent State | until the emergence of Romello Ross at the end of the sea- 
Nov. 4 at Miami (Ohio) / son that CMU found some stability. Ross scored four TDs 
Nov. 15 Ohio in a regular-season finale win over Eastern Michigan and 
Nov. 22 at Eastern Michigan | rushed for 100 yards against Minnesota in the Quick Lane 
| Bowl. Spalding, Ross and short-yardage back Jahray Hayes 


FINAL RECORD: 7-6, 6-2 | improvement on the ground. yee, OFFENSE (7) 

: | A couple question marks on the offensive line must be re- | WR 88 Jesse Kroll (Sr.) 3 Mark Chapman (Jr. 
Sook: 3: Uidahionta State 13-24 | solved before CMU can be called one of the MAC’s elite | WR 80 Anthony Rice (Sr 82 Corey Willis (Jr.) 
i i een (ot) ah | offenses. q tee i y ie ey W) 9 
Sept. 26 at Michigan State 10-20 | DEFENSE ‘There isa lot to like about the Central Michigan cn este bone Ur) 1 Kern Oey ed i 


Oct. 3 Northern Illinois 29-19 defense, which was second in the MAC in yards allowed per 
Oct. 10 at Western Michigan 39-41 | game (332.2) and third in points allowed (22.0). Although 


L 

W 

L 

L 

x RG 75 

Oct. 17 Buffalo 4 §1-14 | the Chippewas graduated three key starters, back in the fold 

W 

L 

W 


RT 74 
TE 46 
QB 10 
RB 25 


Oct. 24 at Ball State 43-21 are the majority of the playmakers to keep them afloat as one 


Oct. 31 at Akron 14-6 of the conference's better units. 


COOPER RUSH | 


“They're a solid team. They bring back most of 
their key guys, and they should be in the mix in 
the division.” 


— An opposing MAC assistant coach 


should be enough for Central Michigan to show significant DEPTH CHART 


Kenny Rogers (Sr.) 70 Shakir Carr (So.) 
Derek Edwards (Jr.) 59. Joe Austin (Jr.) 
Zach Crouch (Jr.] 83 Tyler Conklin (Jr.) 
Cooper Rush (Sr.) 2 Jake Johnson (Fr.) 
Devon Spalding Ur.) 34 Romello Ross [So.] 


‘ 49 . Sar oe | Safety Tony Annese is a proven ball hawk who put him- | FB 40. Joe Bacci(Sr.) 35 Trevor Thomas (Jr. 
Nov. 27. astern Michigan = Wo 35-28 | self on the map in 2013 when he returned interceptions for | DEFENSE (7) 
Dec. 28 vs.Minnesota# 1 14-21 | touchdowns his first two career starts as a redshirt fresh- | Ee 45 Joe Ostman (Ur) 90 Chris Kantzavelos (Jr) 
HOvicklnedom | Man. He'll be tasked with breaking in a new starter at safety | DT 52 Jabari Dean (Sr. 55 Michael Steinhauer (Jr. 
. alongside him, but back at cornerback are both starters in | DT 98 Kelby Latta (Sr 97 Shahid Bellamy [Fr.) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS juniors Amari Coleman and Josh Cox. Coleman in partic- | DE 44 Mitch Stanitzek(Jr.) 46 Nate Brisson-Fast (So.] 


| ular is gaining a reputation as a shutdown cornerback, even | OLB 42 


1. Tony Poljan, OB, Lansing, MI 


Nathan Ricketts (Sr.) 33. Tyree Waller (Jr.) 


So.) 
So.) 


: : ichi F _ | ILB 32 Jeff Perry (Jr) 30 Alex Briones (So.] 
2 Bailey Edwards, WR, Chelsea, MI | Betting the best of former Michigan State star wideout Aar- | 18 41 aii Fountain (So) 11 Tier Agsey So) 
3. Alonzo McCoy, CB, Detroit, MI ae Burbadge ae matchup last year. =r CB 7 AmariColeman(Jr.) 6 Da'Quaun Jamison (Fr.) 
4. Tommy Lazzaro, 0B, Monument, CO* | The defensive line will be boosted by the return of junior | cg 14 Josh Cox Ur) 3. Emmett Thomas (So) 
5, Austin Hergott, 08, Fort Thomas, KY €nd Joe Ostman, who suffered an ankle injury early in 2015 |  ¢¢ 37 tis Kearney (So.) 22 Gary Jones (Jr) 
6. Leon Page, DE, Detroit, MI | and was eventually shut down. Central Michigan's lineback- | Fg 18 Tony Annese (Sr.) 10 Zach Oakley (So.) 
7. Kumehnnu Gwilly, RB, Utica, MI | ing corps will be led by outside backer Malik Fountain (67 SPECIAL TEAMS 
8, Jonathan Ward, RB, Kankakee, IL | tackles, 4.5 TFLs), who could be poised for a breakout soph- K 94. Brian Eavey (St) KR 3. Emmett Thomas ( 
9. Josh Eldridge, DE, Detroit, MI | omore season. P 9 Cooper Mojsiejenko ($0) PR 3. Emmett Thomas | 
10. Tee’Ondre Harvey, WR, Detroit, MI | SPECIALISTS Last year's punter Ron Coluzzi opted to BOLD indicates returning 


cea coneae Manner | transfer to Iowa, leaving a void to fill. CMU should have no 

problem with turning over the reins to Cooper Mojsiejenko, 
2015 RANKINGS i whose father punted for seven years in the NFL. Kicking duties will 
OFFENSE PERGAME «MAC NATIONAL» Once again go to Brian Eavey (16-of-24 on field goal attempts). The 


Scoring §— 25.8 ppg 7 88 returns are likely to once again go to Emmett Thomas after he gained 
Rushing 101.3ypg_ 13125 the coaching staff’s trust as a true freshman. 


Se Mg ii 4 FINAL ANALYSIS The Chippewas surprised last year in coach John 


wild a =a Bonamego’s first year at the helm. After being picked fifth 
DEFENSE © PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 


Scoring 22.0 ppg 
Rushing 139.2 ypg 


; 09 the division title. Expectations are riding high with so many 
Passing 193.0 pg 94 | Starters returning on both sides of the ball. But standing in 
Total 332.2ypg 2 16 the way are other MAC West programs that have also been 

AC 

§ 


TOMARGIN.  PERGAME WAC NATION, DUIlt to win in the immediate future. Central Michigan will 
) 40.15 5] | not catch anyone sleeping in 2016. 


Rushing: Jahray Hayes, 95 att., 324 yds., 4 TDs 
Receiving: Jesse Kroll, 61 rec.. 866 yds, 4 TDs 
Tackles: Tony Annese, 84 

Sacks: Tyree Waller, 2.0 

Interceptions: Tony Annese, 2 


73 | in the MAC West preseason poll, CMU ended up sharing 


CMU's third-down conversion 
rate was 43.8% (28th in FBS), 


Passing: Cooper Rush, 489-324-3,848-11, 25 TDs 


starter 


impressive since its third downs 
averaged 7.9 yards to go (122nd). 
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©D EASTERN MICHIGAN EAGLES | 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 124 « MAC WEST PREDICTION: 6 * PROJECTED RECORD: 3-9, 1-7 MAC 


OFFENSE As poor as Eastern Michigan's season went in winning 
Head Coach: Chris Creighton | only one game in 2015, much of the blame can be pointed at the other 
Record at School: 3-71 (2 years) side of the ball. The Eagles certainly had their deficiencies offensively, 
Career Record: 143-67 (19 years) | which included turning the ball over a total of 25 times, third-worst in 
Offensive Coordinator: Kalen DeBoer | the MAC. But overall, they sported a middle-of-the-pack offense that 
Defensive Coordinator: Neal Neathery | compiled some impressive performances while also often being tasked 
Ypsilanti, Ml © Rynearson Stadium (30,200) | with trying to rally from deficits. 

| A big asset for EMU is that the offensive line should be on the same 
2016 SCHEDULE page from the outset, as five returning starters, all seniors, return to 
| man their spots. They helped the Eagles to 380 yards and 25.4 points 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Sept. 3 Mississippi Valley St. 
Sot 10 at ree " | per game last year, not eye-popping totals but also numbers that should 
Sept. 17 at Charlotte | have been good enough for more than one victory. 
Sept. 24 Wyoming Additionally, back in the fold is junior quarterback Brogan Roback, 
Oct. 1 at Bowling Green | who arrived at EMU in 2013 as the highest-rated recruit in program 
Oct. 8 Toledo | history. He had a solid sophomore campaign, throwing for 2,304 yards 
Oct. 16 at Ohio | and 16 TDs against 11 INTs. Roback’s upside suggests he 
Oct. 22 at Western Michigan | has 3,000-yard potential. 
Oct. 29 Miami {Ohio} | Shaq Vann showed flashes of being a productive running Bateau 
Nov. 8 at Ball State ; d 3 2 

ion | back last season and will step into the starting role. The big- 
Nov. 16 Northern Illinois 3 3 : 
Nov. 22 Central Michigan | gest key for the Eagles offensively will be the production 


| they receive from a wide receiver corps that is chock-full of 
| underclassmen. 

| DEFENSE The Eagles were nothing short of a disaster de- 

| fensively a season ago, surrendering an average of 42.1 points 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 1-11, 0-8 WR 15 


Sept. 5 Old Dominion L 34-38 | and getting torched on the ground to the tune of 316.6 yards | WR 87 Eddie Daugherty(So.) ——_1.Isaac Holder (Fr) 
Sept. 12 at Wyoming W 48-29. per game. Through the air, EMU was actually second in the WR _ 4 Braylin Collins (Ft) al Kevin Davis (Sr. 
Sept. 19 Ball State L 17-28 F LT 75 Cole Gardner (Sr.) 54 Ka'John Armstrong (So.] 
ep MAC in yards allowed per game (202.8), but much of that ; 
Sent. 26 Arm L 36-58 : ; = LG 50 Jake Hurcombe(Sr.) 57 Jeremy Hickey {So.) 
: pt. y z was due to opposing teams holding leads and knowing they C70 Matt Thornton (Sr.} 67. Jimmy Leatita (So. 
nent ate L i244 could churn out yards on the ground. RG 71 Darien Terrell (Sr.) 73. Rob Pavltich (Fr) 
Oct. 10 Akron L 21-47 Injuries caused major issues, as 12 contributors missed part | RT 72 Andrew Wylie (Sr.) 74 Steven Nielsen (Fr) 
Oct. 17 at Toledo L 20-63 or all of the season, including leaders Pat O'Connor and Ike | TE § Cody Tuttle(Sr.) 84 Sam Browning (Sr. 
Oct. 24 Northern Itinois = L 21-49 | Spearman. As long as Eastern Michigan can remain rela- | QB 4 BroganRoback(Jr.) © 8 Todd Porter {Jr} 
Oct. 29 Western Michigan 1 28-58 | tively healthy, there is no reason why the Eagles can't show RB 34 Shaq Vann (So.] 40 Blake Banham (So.) 
Nov. 7 at Miami (Ohio) L 13-28 } significant improvement. DEFENSE (8) 
Nov. 14 Massachusetts = L 17-28 | Also in place is a new defensive coordinator in Neal Neath- | pe 90 Jeremiah Harris (So.) 94 Hunter Andrews (Fr) 
Nov. 27 at Central Michigan | 28-35 ery, who served in the same capacity at UTSA last season. | NG 96 Mike Brown (Sr.) 93. Derrick Duntap (Jr) 
, He plans on implementing a 4-2-5 base defense, which isa | DT 8 LukeMaclean (Jr) 91 Deshai Powell [Jr] 
TOP 10 RECRUITS welcome change from the odd-front scheme used the pre- | DE 52 Pat 0'Connor|St 92 Maxx Crosby (Fr. 
+iGus two Seasons. OLB 9 Ike Spearman [St] 42 Derric Williams (Jr.) 
Lie Stipheling OB. Fort Wayne. IN Eastern Michigan must figure out how to better stop the aon esa’ aoe (Sr. if Soaeeay 
2. Steven Nielsen, T, Dragoer, Denmark | run under Neathery. If it does, significant strides should fol- ee eee Ne tal 
3. Jalen Phelps, CB, Powder Springs, GA | 5 CB 14 Ross Williams (So.) 25 Austin Sanders (Sr.] 
PS ty prings. 8 | low with the added talent and depth of a healthy roster. 
4. Vincent Calhoun, S, Middletown, OH CB 1 DaQuan Pace (Sr.) 26 Tim Gordon (So.) 
Abed Decsdane ent : | SPECIALISTS ‘The pint-sized Eddie Daugherty should | $5 22 AnthonyBrown(Sr.) 28 Amos Houston (Sr.) 
5. Ohaji Hawkins, S, Winter Haven, FL | : ; x A 5 ; 
Aerials * | provide a threat in the kick return game if he can find some | FS 32 Juan Giraldo (Jr.) 7 Ikie Calderon (Jr.) 
6. Justice Williams, DE, Belleville, MI | : ; 
7. Jake Donnellon, T. Ann Arbor, MI | openings. Blake Banham is the frontrunner to return punts SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Mike Smith, Jr, DL, Frostproof, FL | for a second straight season after gaining 76 yards on eight K 65. Brendan Renius (Sr.} KR 87 Eddie Daugherty (So) 


| returns a year ago, one of which he brought back 35 yards. 
| Austin Barnes has been a steady punter for the green and 
| white since 2013, booting it an average of 43.6 yards on 45 
attempts last year. The placekicking job is up for grabs and 
figures to be a battle between senior kickoff specialist Brendan Renius 


9. Mathew Sexton, WR, Clinton, Ml Pil 


10. Josh Wilkes, WR, Rock Hill, SC 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE —-PERGAME MAC NATIONAL | and redshirt freshman Brian Alsobrooks. 

oe i as + gg | FINAL ANALYSIS Well, it can't get much worse than a combined 
Passing 222.2ypg 8 45 | 3721 record over the past two seasons under third-year head coach 
Total 380.0 ypg 9 73 | Chris Creighton. But losing has been so commonplace at Eastern 
ee _ Michigan — which is one of the most difficult places to win 

Scoring 421 ppg 13s in college football — that it has not been met with much 

Rushing 3166ypg«13—=S«128 surprise or pressure to show immediate results. There are 

Passing 2028ypg 2 93 +| reasons for optimism in Ypsilanti — most notably at the 

Total 5193 ypg 131} quarterback position — but this program still has a long way 

TOMARGIN PERGANE WAC Nanna *© 80 before it can shake the deserved reputation of being a 

13 108 12 120 | Perennial cellar dweller. 
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DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (7) 


BROGAN ROBACK 


“The quarterback has some ability and gets the 


quick, so maybe they can build it around 


him. But it’s always going to be tough there.” 


— An opposing MAC assistant coach 


Dieuly Aristilde (Fr.) 18. Kezio Snelling (Fr.) 


PR 40 Blake Banham (So0.) 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Brogan Roback, 346-222-2,304-11. 16 TDs 
Rushing: Shag Vann, 100 att., 586 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Eddie Daugherty, 37 rec., 557 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Jason Beck, 80 

Sacks: Luke Maclean, 5.0 

Interceptions: Four players tied with 1 


Austin Barnes (Jr.} 


STAT CORNER 


EMU averaged 5.5 yards per 
play. That’s only 76th in FBS, but 
it was the Eagles’ best average 
since Charlie Batch was the QB 
in 1997. 


Eastern Michigan Athletics 


= 
GB NORTHERN ILLINOIS HUSKIES a 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 80 * MAC WEST PREDICTION: 3 « PROJECTED RECORD: 8-4, 6-2 MAC 


vey $ ! 
OFFENSE Northern Illinois averaged 31.1 points and 398.5 yards per | a aN f _ 

TEAM INFORMATIO Ni game last season despite injuries at quarterback that threw the offense} 
a a oe 2 [3 years) | into complete chaos. Injuries to starter Drew Hare, backup Anthony pe 
ee eee ee Maddie and redshirt freshman Ryan Graham forced true freshman | | 


: 31-12 (3+ j 
pha ngiihe as ae a walk-on Tommy Fiedler to start in the MAC title game. 


Defensive Coordinator: Kevin Kane | Hare, who ruptured his right Achilles late last season, is expected to 
DeKalb, |L © Huskie Stadium (23,595) | be healthy in the fall and will lead a potentially explosive offense. Hare 
| played limited snaps in the spring, but the good news about last season's 
2016 SCHEDULE injury woes is that depth and experience will not be issues at quarter- 
Sept. 3 at Wyoming | back. Running back is the deepest position on offense, with everyone 
Sept. 10. at South Florida back from last season, most notably Joel Bouagnon, who rushed for 
Sept. 17 San Diego State | 1,269 yards in 2015. Keep an eye on Indiana transfer Tommy Mister. 
Sept. 24 Western Illinois | The offensive line lost two key four-year starters in Aidan Conlon and 
Oct. 1 at Ball State | Andrew Ness, but left tackle Levon Myers is one of three returning 
Oct. 8 atWestern Michigan starters. Many NIU coaches are calling sophomore Max Scharping one 
Oct. 15 Central Michigan | of the program's most talented offensive linemen in years. 5 
Oct. 22 Buffalo Wide receiver talent is plentiful, with Kenny Golladay and What you have to respect is they've been the 
Nov, 1 Bowing Green | Aregeros Turner two of the best in the conference. ClaS6 OF Fle Ry ai OTUWILH Uirtecenunnas af 
Nov. 9 vs. Toledo # teams. They kind of reinvent themselves. 
Nov. 16 at Eastern Michigan | DEFENSE Coach Rod Carey entered conference play ex- o* MACs ender 
Nov. 25 at Kent State pecting his highly ranked defense to dominate. In consecu- Lee Baelerenrcoee 


sthicage.lL tive road games last season, the Huskies limited then-No.1 
2015 RESULTS Ohio State to 20 points and forced six three-and-out posses- DEPTH CHART 
FINAL RECORD: 8-6, 6-2 sions against Boston College. OFFENSE (6) 


Injuries were a big reason for NIU’s late-season fade, | WR 19 KennyGolladay(Sr.) 4 Christian Blake [Jr] 


Sept. 5 UNLV 38-30 

cant 12 Murray State 57-24 though, as the Huskies gave up 41 points to Ball State, 30 to WR 22. Aregeros Turner (Sr 3 Ezra Saffold (Jr) 
Sept. 19 at Ohio State 13-2) | Buffalo and 55 points in a loss to Boise State in the Poinset- te Ls a yee ; i bate ee 
Sept. 26 at Boston College 14-17. tia Bowl. One bright spot was the play of FWAA First-Team Lc 70 arpa 48 ‘si fio } 
Oct. 3. at Central Michigan 19-29 All-America cornerback Shawun Lurry, who led the nation C 64 Luke Shively (Sa) 77. Shane Evans (S0.} 


Oct. 10 Ball State 59-41 with nine interceptions. Lurry, a junior, had two intercep- 


Ww 

W 

L 

L 

L 

W RG 74 Lincoln Howard (Sr. 72 Jordan Steckler (Fr, 
Oct. 17 at Miami (Ohio) : 45-12 tions at Ohio State and tallied 273 interception return yards eo vacate pombe 

W 

W 

WwW 

L 

L 


RT 73 Max Scharping(So.) 75 Vincent Hughes (Fr.) 
TE 35 Shane Wimann (Jr) 39 Ryan Stendler (Jr.) 


Oct. 24 Eastern Michigan 49-21 | for the season. 


5 4, z Lin re | The front four is experienced, though it lacks big-play tal- | QB 12 Drew Hare (Sr.) 1 Anthony Maddie (Sr. 
Nov. 18 vibra Michigan 7-19 | ent, especially at defensive end. Senior defensive ends Ladell | RB 28 JoelBouagnon{Sr.) 23 Jordan Huff (Jr) 
Nov. 24 Ohio 1-26 Fleming and Austin Smaha are experienced, and defensive DEFENSE (6) 


DE 8 Ladell Fleming (Sr.) 95 Ruben Dunbar (Jr,) 
DT 92 Mario Jones (Sr.) 69 Corey Thomas (Sr.) 
NG 90 William Lee (Jr.) 93 Rajshawn Mostey (Jr.) 
DE 50 Austin Smaha (Sr.} §8 Josh Corcoran (So. 
OLB 40 Sean Folliard (Sr.) 27 Jawuan Johnson (So.) 
MLB 33 Jamaal Payton (Sr.) 6 Bobby Jones IV (Jr.) 
OLB 16 RenardCheren(So.) 41 Will Daniels So.) 
CB 19 Shawun Lurry Ur.) 1 Albert Smalls (Jr.) 


Dec, 4 vs. Bowling Green% L 14-34 | tackles Mario Jones and William Lee played key roles last 
Dec, 23 vs.BoiseState# | 7-55 | season. Look for converted linebacker Josh Corcoran to be 
‘sDetoit #Poisettia Bl | an impact player at defensive end. 
TOP 10 RECRUITS Senior linebackers Jamaal Payton and Sean Folliard head- 
| line the middle of NIU’s defense, with promising sopho- 
| more Renard Cheren expected to be a solid performer at 
outside linebacker. 


1. Jalen Embry, CB, Detroit, MI* 
2. Andrew Parchment, WR, Fort Lauderdale, FL | 
3. Daniel Isom, ATH, St. Louis, MO | 


4, Jack Heflin, DE, Prophetstown, IL | SPECIALISTS Placekicker Christian Hagan connected CB Jalen Embry (Jr) 31 Anthony Brooks (Sr,} 
5. Alton Meeks, DL, Orlando, FL* | on 14-of-18 field goal attempts last season. Punter Jake | 5S 20 Mycial Allen [Jr.) 24 Brandon Mayes (Sr.) 
4, Ben LeRoy, DT, Wilmette, IL | Ambrose, a California native, must improve on his punt at- FS 9 Elijah Campbell (Jr) 37 Taylor Mashack (Sr.} 
7. Anthony Thompson, QB, Chicago,IL | tempts in colder weather, according to Carey. Turner is one SPECIAL TEAMS 

8. Corey Lersch, LB, McHenry, IL | of the top kick returners in the country. K 34 Christian Hagan Ur) KR 2? Aregeros Turner (Sr.] 
9, Jordan Robinson, WR, Miami, FL | FINAL ANALYSIS The Huskies have advanced to six P 15. Jake Ambrose (Sr.) PR 19 Shawun Lurty Ur) 


10. Mitchell Brinkman, TE, Council Bluffs, A | straight MAC title games and played in eight consecutive 
“lynn college transfer | bowl games. Northern Illinois, though, has lost three bow! 

games in a row and six of its last eight. Motivation is high to record 

2015 RANKINGS 10-plus wins, capture a MAC championship and end the bowl skid, 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


| Passing: Drew Hare, 257-164-1,962-4, 14 TDs 
OFFENSE PERGAME MAC NATIONAL | 


Scori 411 4 52 Carey says. Rushing: Joel Bouagnon, 275 att., 1,269 yds., 18 TDs 

Teshng 190.1 3 4 Depth at quarterback, running back and defensive line is encouraging Pape kay Poesy rec,, 1,122 yds., 10 TDs 
} : ae . : ackles: Brandon Mayes, 

Passing 208.4ypq 11 Bl following an injury-marred 2015 season. The offense is potent with a cis Lael Fleming. rf 


| healthy Hare back, while the linebacking corps is athletic and could be 


| a hidden strength on the team. The secondary, with Lurry 
DEFENSE  PERGAME MAC NATIONAL | gth ary 


Scoring 276 00g 3 | headlining the back four, can be a strength or weakness de- JR ywae)-Ia. 
Rushing 174.7 yg 7 1 pending on whether some newcomers, such as Embry, can 


Passing 243.6ypg 10 9} | adapt to increased roles and expectations. 
Total 418.4ypg 10 a7 The Huskies have the talent, motivation and favorable 
TOMARGIN” PERGAME MAC waionay Schedule to add to their record-breaking West Division title 


ve) 016 6 87 | Streak. 


Total 398.5 ypg 7 66 Interceptions: Shawun Lurry, 9 


NIU stuffed 13.3 percent of runs at or 
behind the line of scrimmage, last in 
FBS. Lack of disruption meant a lot 
of third-and-manageables. 


Scott Walstrorn/NIU Photography 
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i TOLEDO ROCKETS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 79 « MAC WEST PREDICTION: 2 *» PROJECTED RECORD: 8-4, 6-2 MAC 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE New Toledo head coach Jason Candle’s offense is loaded 

with experience, all-conference talent and an explosive running attack. 
| Candle won't need any introductions — he was the Rockets’ offensive 
| coordinator before replacing Matt Campbell in the top job at Toledo 
| when Campbell departed for the same job at Iowa State. Candle has 
| the luxury of two All-MAC running backs to work with since senior 
| Kareem Hunt battled injuries for part of 2015 after piling up 1,631 

yards and averaging 8.0 yards per carry the previous season. While 
{| Hunt was sidelined, junior Terry Swanson rushed for 923 yards and 

6.5 yards per carry, and Hunt managed to gain 973 yards despite miss- 


Head Coach: Jason Candle 

Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: First Season 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: 
Anthony Johnson, Brian Wright 
Defensive Coordinator: Brian George 
Toledo, OH © Glass Bowl (26,248) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 at Arkansas State ing significant time. 
Sept. 10 Maine | The dynamic duo will run behind a veteran line that Candle expects 
va : bres State | to provide the offense’s real leadership. That group is anchored by first- 
= 3 : Eastern Michigan | team All-MAC left tackle Storm Norton and three additional return- 
Oct. 15 Bowling Green |, oe Stexters. 
Oct. 22 “iat Michigan | The quarterback job goes to junior Logan Woodside, who “Th cee Fee yhat ina a. he 
Oct. 27 Ohio | was listed as the backup but did not play in the 2015 season EY WON KENANOE UC NOL WO. UPSy Ce Les 
Nov. 2. atAkron | after going 8-2 as the starter in 2014, when he threw for aueaae Beg Bans eee ait line and 
Nov. 9 vs. Northern Illinois # | 2,263 yards and 19 TDs. When the Rockets go to the air, 2 coeagnas ais Ll : et 
Nov. 16 BallState | Woodside’s primary target will be wide receiver Corey Jones, — An opposing MAC assistant coach 
Nov. 25 at Western Michigan | whose speed and quickness have led to 123 pass receptions DEPTH CHART 

Le t| and 10 TDs the past two seasons. Junior Cody Thompson is 
2015 RESULTS a big-play specialist, averaging 22.3 yards per catch in 2015, OFFENSE (7) 

, third-best in the country. WR 19 Diontae Johnson (So.) 8 Andrew Davis {So.) 
ke Pee .. Wy | DEFENSE Toledo relied on a dominant group up front to | WR 4 Corey Jones (Sr.) 22 Danzel McKinley-Lewis (Fr) 
Sept. 12 vs. Arkansas % ? lead its defense a year ago, but graduation has thinned the WR 25 Cody Thompson (Jr.) 83 Zach Yousey (Sr.) 

Sept. 19 lowaState ot] W 30-23 | i LT 74 Storm Norton (Sr.) 58 Cameron Bell (Fr.) 
-7 | ranks and opened the door for a rush of new talent to audi- > 
Sept. 26 Arkansas State  W 37-7 | °° i 5 kde T; H ; LG 68 PaulPerschon(Sr.) 67 Sami Kassem [Jr.) 
Oct. 3. atBall State W 24-19 | tion. Two-time All-MAC senior tackle Treyvon Hester is a C 72 Bryce Haris (Fr) 60. Nate Jeppesen (Jr) 
Oct. 10 Kent State W 38-7 | well proven entity, with 23.5 tackles for a loss and 16 quar- RG 64 Mike Ebert (Sr) 78 Yazeed Atariwa (So.] 
Oct. 17 Easter Michigan W 63-20 | terback hurries over the past three seasons. While Hester will | rt 76 EtijahNkansah(Jr.) 71. Brant Weiss (Jr) 
Oct. 24 vs. Massachusetts & W §1-35 | demand the attention of opposing offensive lines, senior Earl | TE 80 Michael Roberts (Sr) 46 Jordan Fisher (Fr.] 
Nov, 3 Northern Illinois L 27-32 | Moore, a graduate transfer from Miami (Fla.), and sopho- | QB 11 Logan Woodside (Jr. 5 Michael Julian (Jr.) 
Nov. 10 at Central Michigan W 28-23 more end Olasunkanmi Adeniyi will have to be disruptive. RB 3 Kareem Hunt (Sr.) 2 Terry Swanson [Jr.) 
Nov. 17 at ae ‘i ae | ‘Things are a little more settled at linebacker, where senior DEFENSE (4) 
ne ; pion ie i W 0-17 | Jaylen Coleman and junior Ja’;Wuan Woodley are both prov- DE 10. John Stepec (St) Tuzar Skipper Ut.) 
’ . en tacklers and pursuit artists. Candle has stressed the need DT 91 TreyvonHester(Sr.) 98 Chad Coeling (Fr) 
“ite Fock foxbue #Bocaatnfowt”  F Solid coverage in a secondary that is led by senior safety | DT — farl Moore (Sr 52. Marquise Moore (Jr. 
TOP 10 RECRUITS DeJuan Rogers, who notched 67 stops last season and earned | DE 9 Dlasunkanmi Adeniyi (So.) 33 Jhonny Wiliams (So.) 
2a, | third-team All-MAC honors. Senior safeties Connery Swift | LB 44 JaylenColeman(Sr.) 42. Richard Dlekanma (So 
1. Obi Anunike, DE, Lewis Center, OH | and Delando Johnson are expected to quickly assume active LB _ Ja Mihipand (Jr.) A wae Sori 
2. Neru N'Shaka, WR, Hallandale, FL | roles in the back end of the defense, while junior cornerback NB 22. Josh Teachey {50. pe eee 
3. Edrick Mathews, DT, Detroit, MI | Jordan Martin returns after starting in 2014 and missing last | [8 2 odanMartin Ur) 26 Kennedy Frazier (Jr.) 
4. Dedarallo Blue, S/LB, Seffner, FL ji Gordan ae ee ee ae CB 6 Trevon Mathis (Jr) 36 Kadar Hollman (So. 
i RR Pit . } cSenSOn- WARD an anyUEy S 3 Connery Swift (Sr.) 7 Delando Johnson (Sr. 
5. Ronnie Jones, RB, Pittsburgh, PA ty 
6. Luke Doerger, OL, eal OH | SPECIALISTS Stability reigns in this area as the Rockets S 23 DeJuan Rogers (Sr.) 27 Kahlil Robinson [Fr.) 
7. Calvin Jackson, WR, Pompano Beach, FL return all their specialists, a group led by senior punter Nick | SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Desmond Phillips, WR, Miami, FL | Ellis, who displayed his accuracy in field position exchanges. K 37 Jameson Vest (So.} KR 19 Diontae Johnson (So, 
9. Keelen Roberts, CB, Opa Locka, FL Sophomore placekicker Jameson Vest is back after taking P 48. Nick Eltis (Sr.) PR 4 Corey Jones (Sr.) 
10. Sakif Seymour, RB, Cleveland, OH | care of the field goal and extra point work in 2015. Jones, BOLD indicates returning starter 


a first-team All-MAC pick last season, is dynamic in the 
| return game. 


“junior college transfer | 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Michael Julian, 7-5-71-0, 1 TD 
Rushing: Kareem Hunt, 178 att., 973 yds., 12 TDs 
Receiving: Corey Jones, 55 rec., 877 yds., § TDs 
Tackles: DeJuan Rogers, 67 

Sacks: Aaron Covington, 4.5 

Interceptions: Four players tied with 1 


UT opponents averaged 8.3 yards 
to go on third down, fourth in FBS. 
Still, the Rocket defense ranked 


E015 RANKINGS | FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Rockets’ new head coach brings little in the 
ee ‘chen me a | way of major change since Candle has been with the program since 
Rushing may 1 7 | 2009. This is his offense, and it is talented and solid, so Candle won't 
Passing 253.0 yO 40 mess with what has worked so well. Under Candle’s direction, Toledo 
Total 4009 ypg 3 4 | produced 35.0 points and 460.9 yards of offense per game in 2015, 
Sg gr ay a ge and he will keep his foot on the throttle. The real challenges 

Scoring -20.8ppg n i come on the defensive side, where too many new faces could 
Rushing 115.2ypg 2 10 force the Rockets to have to outscore their opponents until 

Passing 259.7ypq 12107 they figure out how to stop them. Non-league dates with 

Total 3748 ypq bb Fresno State and BYU will test Toledo early in the season, 

TOMARGIN” PERGAME MAC WaT, DUT the Rockets are good enough to challenge for a MAC 

48 673 1 West title once again. 
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77th in third-down conversions. 


Toledo Athletics 


Western Michigan Athletics 


WESTERN MICHIGAN BRONCOS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 69 « MAC WEST PREDICTION: 1 * PROJECTED RECORD: 9-4, 6-2 MAC 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: P.J. Fleck | 
Record at School: 17-21 (3 years) 
Career Record: 17-21 (3 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Kirk Ciarrocea 
Defensive Coordinator: Ed Pinkham 
Kalamazoo, MI © Waldo Stadium (30,200) 


OFFENSE Western Michigan lost one-half of its dynamic receiving 
duo to the NFL. And Corey Davis easily could have followed Daniel 
Braverman to the draft. Instead, the nation’s active leader in receiving 
| yards returns for his senior season, giving the Broncos a big-play weap- 
| on to feature in an offense that should again be among the most potent 
_ and balanced in the Mid-American Conference. 

“T think he’s got to win the ball more, and he’s got to be able to play 
| stronger, which sounds crazy,” WMU fourth-year coach PJ. Fleck says 


2016 SCHEDULE of the 6'3" Davis, who caught 90 passes for 1,436 yards as a junior. “I 


think he understands that. And I think that’s why he came back.” 


a ‘ varie aloha It’s unclear who will emerge as a second option, though there are 
Sept. 17 at illinois other proven weapons elsewhere on an offense that was second in the 
Sept. 24 Georgia Southern MAC in scoring and total offense a year ago. 

Oct. 1 at Central Michigan Quarterback Zach Terrell, with 32 career starts, returns for his senior 
Oct. 8 Northern Illinois year after throwing for 3,526 yards, 29 touchdowns and nine inter- 
Oct. 15 at Akron ceptions last season. He'll be protected by three returning 

Oct. 22 Eastern Michigan | starters on the offensive line and more depth up front than 

Me) 0.- SCBA stats in any of Fleck’s previous three seasons. 

Nov. 8 at Kent State The B ’ herh = aie 

Nov. 19° Buffalo e Broncos’ top two rushers from a year ago iminu 

Nov. 25. Toledo | tive sophomore Jamauri Bogan (1,051 yards, 16 TDs) and 


junior Jarvion Franklin (735 yards) — both return, having 
helped WMU averaged better than 200 yards per game on 
the ground last season. Bogan, last year’s MAC Freshman 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 8-5, 6-2 of the Year, is ahead of Franklin on the depth chart, though | wR 84 Corey Davis (Sr.) 83 Michael Henry (Sr.) 
Sept. 4 Michigan State L 24-37 | two years ago Franklin rushed for 1,551 yards and 24 touch- | WR 86 KeishawnWatson(Fr)  § LeVante Bellamy (So.} 
Sept. 12 at Georgia Southern L 17-43 | downs during a dazzling season. WR 15 Carrington Thompson (Sr.) 2 Anton Curtis (Fr.) 
Sept. 19 Murray State W 5220 DEFENSE Ifthe B kadneGilower 2: LT 77 Chukwuma Okorafor (Jr.) 75 Zach Novoselsky (So.) 
Sept. 26 at Ohio State L 12-38 corer aie a Sait vas anf fate ae halt LG 65 Jackson Day (Sr.) 66 Wesley French (So.} 
Oct. 10 Cental Michigan Wo 41-39 piles 4 ; Tk & ache is nt ROIs C52 JohnKeenoy{So.) 63 Kristof fkovits (Jr) 
Oct. 17 at Ohio W 49-14 | last season, they would have played for a MAC champi- | pg 59 Luke Jurga (S0) 67 Curtis Doyle (So) 
Oct. 26 Miami (Ohio) W 35-13 | onship. Fleck believes he finally has the difference-makers RT 72. Taylor Moton (Sr.) 78 Elliot Jordan {So.) 
Oct. 29 atEastern Michigan W 58-28 and maturity on defense to avoid those late-game swoons. TE 85 Donnie Ernsberger(Jr.) 88 Lucas Bezerra (Jr.] 
Nov. 5 Ball State W 54-7 | “There's a ton of depth and a ton of competition,” he says. | QB 11 Zach Terrell (Sr.) 13. Tom Flacco (So.] 
Nov. 11 Bowling Green L 27-41 | “We've never had that.” RB 32 Jamauri Bogan (So.) 31 Jarvion Franklin Jr.) 
Nov. 18 atNorthern Illinois L 19-27 | Safety Asantay Brown and linebacker Robert Spillane, DEFENSE (5) 
ie z at ae = pad ae | both juniors, are the catalysts. Spillane, who played outside DE 1 Keion Adams (Sr.) 53. Nathan Braster (Jr) 
si Hse | COnESSee : “| linebacker a year ago, moves inside. Brown anchors a sec- DT 68 David Curle (Sr.) 91 Ken Finley (So. 
*Sienestow | ondary that also returns junior Darius Phillips, whose play | OT 55 Nick Matich (Jr) 50. Daniel Jackson (So.) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS at corner is starting to catch up to his electrifying returns, | DE 33 Eric Assuoa{So.} 5 Andre Turner {Jr} 
ree | The Broncos are less proven at the other two spots, which are | SLB ? Edward Rolle (St) 13, JaKevin Jackson (Sr. 
1, Matt Falcon, RB, Ypsilanti, MI | expected to be occupied by a pair of freshmen. MLB 10 Robert Spillane (Jr.) 46 Lucas Cherocci [Jr.] 
2, Stefan Claiborne, DB, Clinton Township, MI es WLB 8 Caleb Bailey (Jr.) 34 Alex Grace {So.] 
| SPECIALISTS Phillips has become an All-MAC corner, Darius Phillips (Jr) 30. Malik Rucker (Jr) 
3. Spencer Kanz, OL, Luxemburg, WI | , ) ; CB 4 Darius Phillips (Jr. alik Rucker (Jr. 
Saint : | but he'll play in the NFL because he’s a threat to score every | CB 25. Obbie Jackson (Fr.) 18 Sam Beal (So.) 
4, Matt Little, 0B, Evanston, IL ae . ) ‘ : 
5, Tristan Pipp, LB, Greendale, WI time he touches the ball in the return game. He's expected | SS 6 AsantayBrown(Jr.) 17 Justin Ferguson (St 
: aK , to handle both punt and kickoff returns. Freshman Butch | FS 2 Justin Tranguilt (Fr) 26 Davontae Ginwright (So.) 
6, Drake Spears, DB, Aurora, IL H d z ee : 
7. Dontre Boyd, DB, Detroit, MI lampton, who enrolle early, takes over the kicking duties SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Brad Tanner. ATH, Romeo, MI | with high expectations after a stellar spring. Former minor K 37 Butch Hampton (Fr, KR 4 Darius Phillips (Jr) 
a a ; : league baseball player Derrick Mitchell, who tied the school P 39 Derrick Mitchell (So) PR 4 Darius Phillips Jr.) 


9. Eric Rogers, LB, Warren, MI 
10. Kalebb Perry, WR, Mount Pleasant, MI | 


2015 RANKINGS | 


record with 36 touchbacks as a 28-year-old freshman last 
season, will also punt this year. 

FINAL ANALYSIS WMU took a major step by winning eight games 
for the second straight year. The Broncos finished in a three-way tie 


rh Ghia re ae atop the MAC’s West Division, then picked up the program's first bowl 
pad : i in 9 9 win, keeping momentum despite a schedule that featured Ohio State 
Passing 086.2 me, 3 26 and Michigan State in non-conference action and road dates against 
Total 4908 ypq 2 17 | MAC West rivals Northern Illinois and Toledo. 
Sa ae a era This year, WMU has a legitimate chance at its first con- 
Scoring 28.3998 9 ference championship since 1988 and first double-digit-win 
Rushing 1811ypg 8B 1 season in program history. The Broncos get Northern IIli- 
Passing 232.6ypg sb 13 nois and Toledo at home, and they have more manageable 
Total 413.7 ypg 8 8 non-conference games against Northwestern and Illinois. 
TOMARGIN PERGAME MAC MATION | «=... YVe Te Closer than we've ever been since I've been here,” 
+] +0.08 8 61 | Fleck Says. 


STAT CORNER 


“The quarterback is good. He’s not real flashy, 
but he’s tough and doesn’t make a lot of mis- 
takes. He’s a guy you can win with.” 


— An opposing MAC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (8) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Zach Terrell, 391-262-3,526-9, 29 TDs 
Rushing: Jamauri Bogan, 162 att., 1,051 yds., 16 TDs 
Receiving: Corey Davis, 90 rec., 1,436 yds., 12 TDs 
Tackles: Asantay Brown, 103 

Sacks: Keion Adams, 5.5 

Interceptions: Darius Phillips, 5 


Daniel Braverman and Corey Davis 
were targeted by 71.8 percent of 
WMU's passes. No other FBS duo 
was relied upon nearly as much. 
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PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


MOUNTAIN 


BOISE STATE 
BRONCOS 
11-2, 7-1 MW 
AIR FORCE 
FALCONS 
10-2, 6-2 MW 
UTAH STATE 
AGGIES 
7-6, 5-3 MW 


COLORADO STATE 
6-6, 4-4 MW 


NEW MEXICO 
LOBOS 
6-6, 3-5 MW 


WYOMING 
COWBOYS 


3-9, 1-7 MW 


WEST 


ocmiiéa cdr = 


SAN DIEGO STATE 
AZTECS 


10-3, 7-1 MW 


ADA 
WOLF PACK 
7-5, 5-3 MW 


NEV 
“6 
SAN JOSE STATE 
SPARTANS 

6-6, §-3 MW 
UNLV 
REBELS 


8,2-6 MW 
FRESNO STATE 
BULLDOGS 


3-9, 2-6 MW 


HAWAII 
RAINBOW WARRIORS 


3-10, 1-7 MW 


MOUNTAIN WEST CHAMPIONSHIP: BOISE STATE OVER SAN DIEGO STATE 
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2015 BOWL RESULTS 


Armed Forces Bowl: California 55, Air Force 36 
Poinsettia Bowl: Boise State 55, Northern Illinois 7 
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl: Akron 23, Utah State 21 

Hawaii Bowl: San Diego State 42, Cincinnati 7 
New Mexico Bowl: Arizona 45, New Mexico 37 
Arizona Bowl: Nevada 28, Colorado State 23 
Cure Bowl: San Jose State 27, Georgia State 16 


2016 BOWL PROJECTIONS 


Las Vegas Bowl: Boise State vs. Oregon 
Poinsettia Bowl: San Diego State vs. BYU 
Hawaii Bowl: Air Force vs. Middle Tennessee 
Arizona Bowl: Utah State vs. Arizona 
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl: Nevada vs. Ohio 
New Mexico Bowl: Colorado State vs. UTEP 


2015 MW STANDINGS 


MOUNTAIN MW 
AIR FORCE 6-2 
BOISE STATE 5-3 
COLORADO STATE 5-3 
NEW MEXICO 5-3 
UTAH STATE 5-3 
WYOMING 2-6 


RECRUITING | 
BYSCHOOL | 


1. Boise State 
2. Colorado State 
3. San Diego State 
4. UNLV 
5. Fresno State 
6. San Jose State 
7.Utah State 
8. New Mexico 
9. Hawaii 

10. Nevada 

11. Air Force 

12. Wyoming 


w 


DONNEL PUMPHREY 


OVERALL WEST 


8-6 SAN DIEGO STATE 


9-4 NEVADA 


7-6 | SAN JOSE STATE 


7-6 FRESNO STATE 


6-7 UNLV 
2-10 | HAWAII 


MW OVERALL 
8-0 = 11-3 
4-h 7-6 
4-6-7 
2-6 = 9-9 
he a 
0-8 3-10 
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FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Brett Rypien 6-2 195 So. Boise State 

RB Brian Hill 6-1 219 Jr. Wyoming 

RB DonnelPumphrey 5-9 180 Sr. San Diego State 

WR Devonte Boyd 6-1 175 Jr. UNLV 

WR Thomas Sperbeck 6-0 180 Sr. Boise State 

TE Billy Freeman 6-3 234 Sr. San Jose State 
C Jake Bennett 6-3 295 Jr. Colorado State 

OL Chase Roullier 6-4 315 Sr. Wyoming 

OL Nico Siragusa 6-5 335 Sr. San Diego State 

OL Mario Yakoo 6-4 320 Sr. Boise State 

OL Fred Zerblis 6-3 295 Sr. Colorado State 

AP Jeremy McNichols §-9 207 Jr. Boise State 


FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 
DL Alex Barrett 6-3 260 Sr. San Diego State 
DL Nik D'Avanzo 6-3 281 Sr. New Mexico 
DL Travis Seefeldt 6-2 302 Sr. Utah State 
DL Kennedy Tulimasealii 6-1 285 Sr. Hawaii 
LB Calvin Munson 6-1 240 Sr. San Diego State 
LB Christian Tago 6-1 242 Sr. San Jose State 
LB Tanner Vallejo 6-1 227 Sr. Boise State 
CB DamontaeKazee 5-11 185 Sr. San Diego State 
CB Ronald Ladipo 5-10 185 Sr. Air Force 

S Weston Steelhammer 6-2 200 Sr. Air Force 

S AndrewWingard 6-0 207 So. Wyoming 


FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K Tyler Rausa 5-9 192 Sr. Boise State 

P Hayden Hunt 6-0 220 Sr. Colorado State 
KR Rashaad Penny 5-11 210 Jr. San Diego State 
PR AndrewRodriguez 5-10 185 Sr. Utah State 


SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Kent Myers 6-0 195 Jr. Utah State 

RB James Butler 5-9 200 Jr. Nevada 

RB Jacobi Owens 6-0 202 Sr. Air Force 

WR Tanner Gentry 6-2 215 Sr. Wyoming 

WR HasaanHenderson 6-5 220 Sr. Nevada 

TE Jake Roh 6-3 226 Jr. Boise State 
C AustinStephens 6-3 305 Sr. Utah State 

OL  Dejon Allen 6-3 290 Jr. Hawaii 

OL Austin Corbett 6-4 300 Jr. Nevada 

QL Jake Simonich 6-5 300 Sr. Utah State 

OL Nate Velichko 6-7 302 Jr. San Jose State 

AP Timothy McVey 5-9 190 So. Air Force 


SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Ricky Ali'fua 6-2 285 Sr. Utah State 

DL Kyle Kelley 6-3 260 Sr. San Diego State 
DL Sam McCaskill 6-3 256 Sr. Boise State 

DL Ryan Watson 6-3 230 Sr. Air Force 


LB Dakota Cox 6-0 231 Sr. New Mexico 
LB Kevin Davis 6-3 240 Sr. Colorado State 
LB Ben Weaver 6-0 220 Sr. Boise State 
CB Jalen Davis 5-10 175 Jr. Utah State 


CB Jonathan Moxey 5-10 189 Sr. Boise State 
§ Dylan Sumner-Gardner 6-1 204 So. Boise State 
S  Dameon Baber 5-11 180 So. Nevada 


SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K Brent Zuzo 5-10 180 Sr. Nevada 

P Michael Carrizosa 5-10 226 Jr. San Jose State 
KR DJ. May 5-11 211 Sr. Wyoming 

PR Tanner Gentry 6-2 215 Sr. Wyoming 
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‘Ap AIR FORCE FALCONS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 51 » MW MOUNTAIN PREDICTION: 2 * PROJECTED RECORD: 10-2, 6-2 MW 


OFFENSE Jalen Robinette seems out of place in an Air Force football 
uniform. He’s an immensely talented receiver at a school that histori- 
| cally has shown little use for passing. This could be his season to dom- 
| inate. He averaged nearly 25 yards per catch last season, but departed 
Offensive Coordinator: Mike Thiessen | Quarterback Karson Roberts struggled to find him. That should change 
Defensive Coordinator: Steve Russ | in 2016. Nate Romine is the rare Falcon quarterback who throws bet- 
Colorado Springs, CO * Falcon Stadium (46,692) | ter than he runs, and he returns after suffering a severe injury to his 
right knee. Expect Romine and Robinette to surpass for 50 connec- 

2016 SCHEDULE tions and more than 1,000 yards, rare accomplishments at Air Force. 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Troy Calhoun 
Record at School: 67-50 (9 years) 
Career Record: 67-50 (9 years) 


Sept. 3° Abilene Christian | The Falcons, as usual, feature a deep, talented collection of ball carri- 
Sept. 10 Georgia State | ers. Fullbacks D,J. Johnson and Shayne Davern are brutishly effective, 
- . e * Utah State | and tailbacks Jacobi Owens and Timothy McVey are elusive. McVey 
Oct. 8 st Wyong | began last season at fourth string. He ended it as a surprise star, aver- 
Oct, 15. vs. New Mexico # | aging 8.5 yards per carry. The running quartet, if healthy, could push 
Oct. 22 Hawaii | the Falcons to a national rushing title. This is a big if — Johnson has 
Oct. 29 at Fresno State | struggled with his hamstring, and Davern’s shoulders are 

Nov, § atArmy | brittle. 

Nov. 12 Colorado State | Watch for junior tight end Ryan Reffitt, who will burn 

Nov. 19 at San Jose State | defenses that place too much emphasis on the run. Reffitt 

Nov. 26 Boise State 


boasts speed and sure hands. He could become a breakout 
star in his first season as a starter. 
Line coach Clay Hendrix is an expert at replacing departed 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 8-6, 6-2 | parts. Colin Sandor and Alex Norton will anchor an under- OFFENSE (4) 

Sept. 5 Morgan State W637 | sized but athletic unit. WR 9 Jalen Robinette (Sr.) 81 Andrew Daughtery (Sr.) 

Sept. 12 San Jose State © W 37-16 | DEFENSE End Alex Hansen will be missed; the question | WR bs Tyler pasa ‘ ps sday . 

Sept. 19 atMichigan State L 21-35 | is, how much? Hansen often delivered a ferocious one-man ie a <3 ane (sr) : ea th th L 

Oct. 3 atNav t 11-33, pass rush, and Troy Calhoun called him the best defensive % 1 7 

Oct. 10 Wyoming W 31-17 | player he has coached at Air Force. End Ryan Watson has ag e a Neate Wn) q ey 

Oct. 17 at Colorado State = L 23-38 | collected 6.5 career sacks as Hansen's sidekick. Watson is | pt 77 James Rast Un} 64 Ryan Beveridge Ur. 

Qe, 26. Freapn State W, 42-14 quick, but at 230 pounds he is undersized even by Air Force | TE 85 Ryan Reffitt (Jr) 82 Josh Self (Sr.) 

i . an : standards. He could struggle to escape double teams. QB 4 Nate Romine (Sr.] 4 Ryan Brand (So.] 

Nov. 14 Utah State W 36-28 | Strong safety Weston Steelhammer offers a rare combina- | TB 28 Jacobi Owens (Sr.) 33 Timothy McVey UJr.] 

Nov. 20 at Boise State W 37-39 | tion: He’s aggressive on inside runs, often resembling a line- | FB 43 Shayne Davern (St 3 DJ. Johnson (Sr.} 

Nov, 28 at New Mexico 35-47 | backer, and superlative in coverage. His early, and question- | DEFENSE (9) 

Dec. § atSanDiegoState% | 24-27 | able, bowl game ejection against Cal revealed his value. The | DE 93 Samuel Byers (Sr.) 97 Santo Coppola (Jr) 

Dec. 29 vs.California#  L 36-55 | defense collapsed after Steelhammer’s departure. Coaches | NG 53 David Harris (Sr.) 54 Lochlin Deeks (Sr.) 
‘SMW Championship #Aimed Feces fon are searching for another corner to play alongside Roland | DE : sdanars ms : ie belie (St) 

Lapido. OLB .J. Dunn (Sr. att Evans Ur. 

ae L s EC Bers ‘Apis season crashed at the end of 2015, largely be- | !LB 47 Claude Alexander (Sr.) 50 Jack Flor Ur.) 

1. Lakota Wills, LB, Richland, WA "cause the defense surrendered 159 points in the final four ILB 41 Patrick Healy (Sr) 44 Grant Ross Ur) 

2. Stephen Omorogbe, TE, Woodstock, GA | games. Strong performances are needed from linebackers Ja- oe ; _ Paes ne Fr sls att 

J. Xavier Price, WR, Salt Lake City, UT | coh Onyechi and D,J. Dunn. Coordinator Steve Russ works | ¢g 95 orn Lotign (5 } : A Maou Gin { 1) 

4. Parker Workman, LB, South Jordan, UT | with one of the smallest defenses in the college game. He S 8 Weston Steethammer(Sr.)27 Tyler Weaver (si) 

: ba pated arerceth | needs his undersized defenders to remain healthy for the S 18 Brodie Hicks (Sr.) 14 Hayes Linn (Sr.) 

: Cys , | Falcons to thrive. 

7. Donald Hammond Ill, LB, McDonough, GA | . SPECIAL TEAMS 

i Gage Upshow WR, Cattnaog, “te SPECIALISTS Luke Strebel has locked up the placekicking | 99 {ake Siebel i) KR 12 er Wiliams Lt) 

9, Kyle Johnson, LB, Jacksonville, FL job. He hit 10-of-11 field goals last season, including a cru- P 95 Cecil Moskowitz (Jr) PR 22 Bryan Driskell (Sr.) 


| cial kick in the win over Boise State. Steve Brosy will strug- 
| gle to retain the punting job. He’s facing a strong challenge 
j from Cecil Moskowitz, who has the more powerful leg. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Air Force averaged 33.8 points per game last 


10. Jamal Hudson, DB, Miami, FL 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE © PERGAME «= MW ~—NATIONAL | hil : ith an i 5 . d injuri 
Scoring 3389992 39 | Season while coping with an inconsistent passing game and injuries 
Rushing 319.1 pg 4 | t fullbacks Johnson and Davern. With a healthy quartet of running 
Passing 131.9 ypq12—~S«128 | backs and Romine at quarterback, the Falcons could flirt with 40 
Total 5l.1ypq 2 33 points per game. Owens and McVey could rank as the top tailback 
DEFENSE PERGANE MW warionmy | © CO™MPination in the conference, and Robinette is prepared 
Scoring 255 pp9 3 4g to burn any defense that concentrates too much on the run. 
Rushing 144.7 ypg 3 3g Slowing the Falcon offense will offer a troubling challenge to 
Passing 210.1 ypq—8 4g any opposing defensive coordinator. The question, as usual, 
Total 354.9 ypg 4 1 will be the performance of the undersized defense. If the 
TOMARGIN PERGAME MW Wario, Falcons produce a pass rush — always a challenge — this 

5 03% 8 9g | team should win 10 games, and maybe more. 
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DEPTH CHART 


JACOBI OWENS 


“They have better players than what you'd as- 
sume. Those kids have grown up in that scheme. 
They’ lt be the best defense in the league.” 


— An opposing MW assistant coach 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Nate Romine, 18-7-143-1, 2 TDs 
Rushing: Jacobi Owens, 205 att., 1,092 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Jalen Robinette, 26 rec., 641 yds., § TDs 
Tackles: Weston Steelhammer, 80 

Sacks: D.J. Dunn, 5.5 

Interceptions: Weston Steelhammer, 5 


Air Force averaged 7.4 yards 
per play on first down in 2015, 
eighth-best in FBS. 


Air Force Athletics 


BOISE STATE BRONCOS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 34 * MW MOUNTAIN PREDICTION: 1 * PROJECTED RECORD: 11-2, 7-1 MW 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE ‘The Broncos return their offensive star power in sopho- 


Head Coach: Bryan Harsin | more quarterback Brett Rypien, junior tailback Jeremy McNichols and 
Record at School: 21-6 (2 years) | senior wide receiver Thomas Sperbeck but lack proven depth. They also 
Career Record: 28-11 (3 years) will have a new voice calling the plays — the fifth change in six years. 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: Z3k Hill, | Third-year coach Bryan Harsin, who was the offensive coordinator 
Scott Huff from 2006-10, will call the plays with help from new co-offensive co- 
Defensive Coordinator: Andy Avalos | ordinators Zak Hill (formerly of Eastern Washington) and Scott Huff, 
Boise, ID © Albertsons Stadium (36,387) | who also coaches the line. 


2016 SCHEDULE | Rypien, first-team All-Mountain West as a true freshman, will try to 


build on his early success. He tossed 20 touchdown passes in 11 games 


Sept. 3 at UL Lafayette | and averaged 304.8 passing yards per game. He battled inconsistency, 
Sept. 10 Washington State | though, which contributed to a pair of home losses late in the season. 
Sept. 24 at Oregon State MeNichols was among the nation’s most productive players, amass- 
H Seine ing 1,337 rushing yards, 460 receiving yards and 26 total touchdowns. 
Oct. 15 Colorado State Sperbeck — the Fiesta Bowl Offensive MVP in 2014 — chipped in 
Oct. 20 BYU with 88 catches for 1,412 yards and eight touchdowns. 

Oct. 29 at Wyoming The Broncos need to develop some depth around those 

Nov. 5 San Jose State | playmakers — junior tight end Jake Roh and senior wide 

Nov. 12 at Hawaii receiver Chaz Anderson are the only other major contribu- 

Nov. 18 UNLV | tors returning — and re-assemble an offensive line that lost 

Nov. 26 at Air Force 


center Marcus Henry and left tackle Rees Odhiambo. 


DEFENSE ‘The Broncos ended a disappointing 2015 on a 
historic high, holding Northern Illinois to 33 yards in a 55-7 


2015 RESULTS __ 


FINAL RECORD: 9-4, 5-3 | win in the Poinsettia Bowl. The defense struggled mightily WR 82 Thomas Sperbeck (Sr) 81. Akilian Butler (So.) 

Sept. 4 Washington W 16-13 against option teams New Mexico and Air Force — teams | WR 6 Chaz Anderson [Sr] 80 Cedrick Wilson (} 

Sept. 12 at BYU L 24-35 | Boise State must face every year — and has a new coordina- WR AI Richardson (So.} 8 Sean Modster (So, 

Sept. 18 Idaho State Wi" BEDI) dose tt Bnsharlsers Coach Andy Avalos, LT 74 Archie Lewis (Jr.) 77 John Matchon (Fr) 

Sept. 25 at Virginia W S614 See ae ee. LG 73 Travis Averill (Sr.) 52 Andrew Tercek Ur.) 

‘ . No. 1 task for Avalos’ staff: Rebuild the defensive line. 

Oct. 3 Hawaii W 58-0 | The No 2 Rea C 59 Mason Hampton Ur.) 67 Garrett Larson (Fr) 

Oct. 10 atColoradoState W 41-10 ‘The Broncos return one defensive tackle with significant | pg 70 Steven Baggett (Sr.) 60 Kellen Bur (Sr 

Oct. 16 atUtah State L 26-52 | game experience and don’t have much more experience at | RT 66 Mario Yakoo (Sr.) 72. Will Adams (Sr.] 

Oct. 24 Wyoming W 34-14 | end. They'll need some newcomers to play immediately at | TE 88 Jake Roh (Jr.) 87 Alec Dhaenens (Jr.) 

Oct. 31 at UNLV W 6-27 tackle and hope that ends Jabril Frazier and Gabe Perez — | QB 4 BrettRypien(So.) 3 Tommy Stuart (Jr.) 

Nov. 14 New Mexico L 24-31 | who was injured last season — step up. Senior Sam Mc- | RB 13 Jeremy McNichols(Jr.) Alexander Mattison (Fr. 

Nov. 20 Air Force 30-37 Caskill provides some needed versatility with the potential DEFENSE (4) 

Hank. 27 at Son soos, WAZ . to start at end on tackle; DE 9% SamMcCaskill(S:) 91 Durrant Miles (So. 

Dec. 23 vs. Northern Winols # W 56-7 ‘The strength of the defense is at linebacker, where leading DT 96 Elliot Hoyte (Sr) 94 Sam McCaskill (Sr.) 

alee | tackler Ben Weaver, third-leading tackler Tanner Vallejo and DT 48 David Moa a Danielson ter 
Joe Martarano return. The secondary is inexperienced at cor- | DE 33 Gabe Perez [yr 18 Jabril Frazier (So. 

TOP 10 RECRUITS nerback — senior Jonathan Moxey will need to provide lead- | 48 51 Ben Weaver (Sr.) 38 Leighton Vander Esch (So.] 

1. Alexander Mattison, RB, San Bernardino,CA | ership — and deep at safety, led by senior Chanceller James. te au cliche am in ral tty 

a: ayo ove De, Lape Dames, SPECIALISTS Placekicker Tyler Rausa and punter Sean | cpg 2 Jonath oy (Sr) 14 Tyler Horton (S ) 

4, Julian Carter, WR, Scottsdale, AZ ay og : nd id ad ARE Yer FOTN 100, 
bee : Wale return for their senior seasons. Rausa was exceptional CB 25 Raymond Ford (Sr.) 14 Tyler Horton (So.] 


4. Kole Bailey, OT, Twin Falls, 1D 

5. Jabari Watson, DL, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
6. Curtis Weaver, DE, Long Beach, CA 

7. Bubba Ogbebor, WR, Frisco, TX 2 
8. Chase Hatada, DL, Rocklin, CA |) See Rep eRS 

9. Tyson Maeva, LB, San Diego, CA | FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Broncos will enter the season as a 


10. Nick Crabtree, DE, Huntington Beach, CA bit of a mystery with new play callers on both sides of the 


| ball and massive turnover on the defensive line. They'll find 
2015 RANKINGS 


last year, hitting 25-of-30 field goal attempts. Three of his 
misses were from outside 50 yards. Wale hasn't been able to 
| boom his punts consistently, but he has improved his ability 


K 49 
P19 


out quickly what they have, though. Boise State has a challenging Sep- 
tember — at Louisiana-Lafayette, vs. Washington State and at Oregon 


eters aise i oe | State to begin the season. October features three teams that beat the 
5 Rusting 1 1 i ea : | Broncos last season (Utah State, New Mexico and BYU). If Boise State 
3 Passing 310.2 oy 7 14 can get to November in good shape, the schedule softens and perhaps 
s Total 5015 ypq 1 15 | Sets up a marquee showdown at Air Force on Thanksgiving weekend. 
= A ae a The Falcons have beaten the Broncos in consecutive seasons, 
a Scoring 20.2 ppg 1g | including on Senior Night last year in Boise. 
a Rushing 108.2ypq 1 | The development of Rypien and the young playmakers 
@ Passing 210.1 pg 45 around him will play an instrumental role in the Broncos’ abil- 
= Total N83ypg 2 17 __ ity to bounce back from the 9-4 disappointment of 2015. So, 
xs TOMAR PERGAME MW NATION, tO Will defensive line coach Steve Caldwell’s ability to turn 
3 49 0692 15 an unproven bunch of linemen into a formidable presence. 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (8) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


STAT CORNER 


BRETT RYPIEN 


"Offensively, they ought to be as good as they've 
been ina long time. Brett Rypien is a special 
player. He can really throw the ball.” 


— An opposing MW assistant coach 


Cameron Hartsfield (Jr.) 
Darreon Jackson (Fr.) 


Chanceller James (Sr.) 37 
Dylan Sumner-Gardner (So.} 34 


Tyler Rausa (Sr.] 
Sean Wale (Sr.) 


KR_ 13 Jeremy MeNichals (Jr.) 
PR 81 Akilian Butler (So,] 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Brett Rypien, 429-273-3,353-8, 20 TDs 
Rushing: Jeremy McNichols, 240 att., 1.337 yds., 20 TDs 
Receiving: Thomas Sperbeck, 88 rec., 1,412 yds., 8 TDs 
Tackles: Ben Weaver, 68 

Sacks: Chanceller James, 3.0 

Interceptions: Ben Weaver, 3 


Brett Rypien was the only true 
freshman in the nation to aver- 
age more than 300 passing yards 
per game. 
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COLORADO STATE RAMS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 89 * MW MOUNTAIN PREDICTION: 4 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 4-4 MW 


OFFENSE Record-breaking receiver Rashard Higgins skipped his 
TEAM INFORMATI ON senior season to jump to the NFL, and aiiecnfireien tight ay Kivon 
| Cartwright graduated. But the quarterback who delivered the ball last 
| season returns in junior Nick Stevens. And Stevens, who threw for 
2,679 yards and 21 touchdowns a year ago, should be far more effec- 
| tive in his second season running coach Mike Bobo’s offense than he 
| was in his first. If not, the Rams can turn to Faton Bauta, a graduate 
transfer who spent three years learning Bobo’s offense as a backup at 

Georgia. 

| The Rams also have four starters back on the offensive line along with 
last year’s leading rusher, junior Dalyn Dawkins, who ran for 867 yards 
| while sharing carries. Sophomore Izzy Matthews, who came on late in 
| the year and averaged 6.1 yards a carry, also returns. 


Head Coach: Mike Bobo 

Record at School: 7-6 (1 year] 

Career Record: 7-6 (1 year) 

Offensive Coordinator: Will Friend 
Defensive Coordinator: Marty English 
Fort Collins, CO ¢ Hughes Stadium (32,500) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 2 vs. Colorado # 
Sept. 10 UTSA 

Sept. 17 Northern Colorado 
Sept. 24 at Minnesota 


Oct. 1 Wyoming | Colorado State showed the kind of physical ground game Bobo was 
Oct. 8 Utah State | hoping for late last season en route winning its final four regular-sea- 
Oct. 16 at Boise State | son games — with a 100-yard rusher in each — to become 


Oct. 22 at UNLV 

Nov. 5 Fresno State 
Nov. 12 atAir Force 

Nov. 19 New Mexico 
Nov. 26 at San Diego State 


| bowl-eligible. But Bobo is a big believer in offensive balance 
| and says the Rams need to run and pass effectively to keep 
| defenses off balance. 
| DEFENSE To say the Rams are rebuilding their defense 
Dene;.0) would be an understatement. They not only lost coordinator 
Tyson Summers, now the head coach at Georgia Southern, 
2015 RESULTS ay they also lost their entire defensive line eae some key 
FINAL RECORD: 7-6, 5-3 | pieces in the secondary. 


WR 84 


— An opposing MW assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (6) 


Xavier Williams (Jr.] 


Sept. 5 Savannah State  W 65-13 ~~ New coordinator Marty English, who coached the Rams’ | WR 8 Elroy Masters Ur] 

Sept. 12 Minnesota (ot) L_ 20-23 | Jinebackers last season, is bringing back the 3-4 defense he | LT 61 Zack Golditch (Jr) 

Sept. 19° vs. Colorado % ot) L 24-27 | helped run as the co-coordinator under former coach Jim | 4G 5! Colby Meeks (So.} 

Ms : : Hen tea ae | McElwain from 2012-14. That should serve the Rams well, ce t mabe ay 

Oct. 10 Boise State L 1g-4) | Siven their strength at the linebacker spots, where they re- | pr 45 christian Montes (Sr) 

Oct. 17. Air Force W 38-23 turn leading tackler Kevin Davis (101 in 2015), a senior, and TE 32. Nolan Peralta (Sr) 

Oct. 31 SanDiegoState  L 17-4) | hard-hitting senior Deonte Clyburn. They'll have to be solid | gg 7 Nick Stevens (Jr) 

Nov. 7 atWyoming W 26-7 | to bolster an inexperienced front line. RB 1 Dalyn Dawkins (Jr.) 

Nov. 14 UNLV W 49-35 | CSU is counting on help in the secondary from convert- | FB 24 Bryce Peters (Jr.) 

Nov. 21 atNew Mexico W 28-21 | ed receiver Jordon Vaden, a senior, as well as junior college | DEFENSE (5) 

Nov. 28 atFresno State = W 34-31 | transfers A’Keitheon Whitner, Houston Haynes and Devron | pg 94. pamell Thompson (Jr. 

Dec. 29 vs. Nevada # L 23-28 | Davis. Whitner and Haynes were both with the team for DT 98 Johnny Schupp (Sr.} 
“Dene Haun Bo |S oring practices. NT 92. Josh Lovingood (Jr) 

TOP 10 RECRUITS SPECIALISTS Senior Hayden Hunt was one of three fi- | OL8 4 Evan Colorito Ur 

1D : ; nalists for the Ray Guy Award as the nation’s top punter in ips boenra veers) 

. Devon Davis, CB, Merced, CA | 2015 when h. Ae) ward kick. T -f £ ILB 33. Kevin Davis (Sr.) 

2. Christian Colon, DT, Charlotte, NC Pao NORGE DE BET RR ED SA SOLE Der ae 2 Wie Aur | OLE ab \ceah Welson [60 

3, Anthony Smith, DE, Las Vegas, NV his punts forced opponents to start drives inside their own | Bg 41. Jordon Vaden (Sr) 

4. Collin Hill, OB, Moore, SC | 20-yard line. The Rams have some proven returners back, as | ¢g 5 Tyree Simmons (Sr.) 

5, Michael Gallup, WR, Monroe, GA* | well, in Vaden and Kevin Nutt, who both averaged better | §5 8 Jake Schlager (Jr) 

6, Chris Gaston, CB, La Puente, CA than 30 yards on a combined 13 kickoff returns last season, FS 18 Braylin Scott (So.) 

7. Darneail Jenkins, TE, Concord, CA* and Preston Hodges, who returned three punts. Sophomore | SPECIAL TEAMS 


“don't know what they got in recruiting, but 
their secondary really needed to pick it up in the 
speed department.” 


19. Sammie Long (Jr.) 
81 Olibisi Johnson (So.) 
60 Trae Moxley (Jr.) 
64 Justin Nunez (Fr.) 
70. Jordan Benson (So.) 
73 Tomas Rivera (Sr.) 


76 Nick Callender (Sr.) 


38 Danny Nwosu [Sr.) 
§ Faton Bauta (Sr.) 

35. Izzy Matthews (So.) 
46 Adam Prentice (Fr.) 


91 Jakob Buys (Jr.) 

95. Richard King (Fr.) 
99 Colton Foster (So.) 
44 Dashon Mayes (Jr) 
52 Tre Thomas (So.) 
15 Kiel Robinson (Jr.) 
31 Max McDonald (Fr.) 
10 Kevin Nutt (Jr.) 


3 AKeitheon Whitner (Jr.) 
24 Preston Hodges (Sr.) 


22. Houston Haynes (Jr.) 


8, Hunter Donnelly, LB, Arlington, TX | kicker Wyatt Bryan missed three field goals in an overtime 
9. Jamal Hicks, S, Harbor City, CA | loss to Colorado last year but made 12 of his last 15 and 
10. Rashaad Boddie, FB, Sammamish, WA | 16-of-22 for the year. Braxton Davis, also a sophomore, will 


KR _ 11 Jordon Vaden (r.) 
PR 10 Kevin Nutt Jr) 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


K 96 Wyatt Bryan [So.) 
P 49 Hayden Hunt [Sr.) 


“junior college trensier | likely handle kickoff duties again this season. 
2015 RANKINGS FINALANALYSIS Knocking off Boise State for the Mountain West’s RETURNING LEADERS 
eicme? Tacha? ‘wa Mountain Division title is probably too tall an order for the Rams this _ | Passing: Nick Stevens, 347-211-2,679-12, 21 TOs 
ses 96 , 7 | season, but a fourth straight bowl appearance is well within reach. Rushing: Dalyn Dawkins, 170 att., 867 yds., 210s 
saa 1978 ppg 5 93 | The Rams should be much better offensively in their second year un- | Receiving: Dalyn Dawkins, 24 rec., 178 yds., 1 TDs 
Passing 181 tis ? | der Bobo, who serves as his own play-caller. Despite the losses of some Se ater ch 


talented receivers, CSU is deep there and still has plenty of targets for 
Stevens in the passing game. And a stronger running game 


Total 425.8 ypg «= 3 47 Interceptions: Kevin Davis, 1; Tyree Simmons, 1 


DEFENSE PERGAME MW NATIONAL | 

Scoring 27.2 ppg 4, | to start the year should ease the pressure the quarterback [yy ymaeydas) 

Rushing 133 yg 8 felt early last year, when his arm often was the only offense. F , ; 
Passing 1776 yy? 9 | The defense, though, is basically starting over with a new With a new offensive backfield, 


CSU's offensive average fell from 
7.1 yards per play to 6.0. Only five 
schools saw bigger decreases. 


| scheme, new coordinator and at least eight new starters. 
How quickly it comes together will either make or break 
the season. 


Total 390.9 ypg 6 55 | 
TOMARGIN PERGAME MW — NATIONAL 
-12 0.92 11 Ww | 


Dan Byers/Colorado State Athletics 
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New Mexico Athletics 


NEW MEXICO LOBOS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 93 * MW MOUNTAIN PREDICTION: 5 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 3-5 MW 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Despite New Mexico's rise to prominence last season, 


Head Coach: Bab Davie coach Bob Davie felt his Pistol option offense took a step backward. 
Record at School: 18-32 (i years) | The Lobos’ 252.2 rushing yards per game marked the lowest season 
Career Record: 83-57 (9 years] average in the Davie era by nearly 50 yards. The passing game averaged 
Offensive Coordinator: Bob DeBesse | a four-year high (136.0 ypg), but its 14 interceptions more than dou- 
Defensive Coordinator: Kevin Cosgrove | bled the previous high in the Davie regime. UNM had 22 runs of 30 
Albuquerque, NM © University Stadium (39,224) | yards or more and three passes of 80 yards or more to rank second and 
| first nationally, respectively, last season. Those were offset, though, by a 


2016 SCHEDULE significant increase in minimal-yardage plays. 


Sept. 3 South Dakota ___ Davie believes the surprise element of his Pistol option has faded. 
Sept. 10 at New Mexico State He shook up his offensive staff in hopes that some new voices at new 
Sept. 17 at Rutgers | positions would help invigorate this unit. Offensive coordinator Bob 
Oct. 1 San Jose State DeBesse goes from quarterbacks to wide receivers; WRs coach Scott 


Oct. 8 Boise State | Baumgartner moves to running backs; and RBs coach Apollo Wright, 
Oct. 15 vs. Air Force # | a former college quarterback, will coach QBs. 
Oct. 22 UL Monroe | UNM will still employ a two-QB system with junior La- 
Oct. 27. at Heweii mar Jordan and senior Austin Apodaca. Though Jordan 
Nov. 5 Nevada . ; 

_ threw for more yards last season, Apodaca is considered the 
Nov, 12 at Utah State | , Q : 
Nov. 19. at Colorado State | better passer. Jordan’s 807 rushing yards were third on the 
Nov. 26 Wyoming | 2015 team, and senior tailback Teriyon Gipson returns from 

#0altes,X) an 850-yard campaign that ranked second. 


2015 RESULTS Leading wide receiver Dameon Gamblin is a senior this DEPTH CHART 
| year, Delane Hart-Johnson, who averaged 29.7 yards per | OFFENSE (5) 
FINAL RECORD: 7-6, 5-3 | catch last year as a sophomore junior college transfer, returns | yR 2 DameonGamblin(Sr) 22 Chris Davis (Jr) 
Sept. 5 Mississippi Valley St. W 66-0 | and is more in-tune with the offense. WR 82 Delane Hart-Johnson (Jr.) 19 Matt Quartells (So.) 
Sept. 12 Tulsa L 2-40 ‘The intriguing story heading into the season will be the | LT 75 RenoHenderson(Sr.) 74 Izrael Castellanos (Fr.) 
Sept. 18 at Arizona State L 10-36 | transition of Cole Gautsche, the team’s quarterback in 2012 | LG 66. Tevita Fonua (Sr) 55 Aaron Jenkins (So,) 
Sept. 26 at Wyoming W 38-28 | and 2013, to tight end. Davie is hoping he can become the C 59 Blaise Fountain (Jr.) Raymond Baylor (Jr.) 
Oct. 3 NewMexico State W 38-29 | chain-moving tight end UNM needs. RG Avery Jordan (Jr) 50 Chris Lewis (Sr) 
Oct. 10 at Nevada L 17-36 | z - - ; RT 62 Garrett Adcock (Sr.) 64 Jack Lamm (Sr.) 
Oct. 17 Hawai w 2-27 | DEFENSE ‘Third-year coordinator Kevin Cosgrove’s de- | te § ColeGautsche (Sr) 88 Nick Lehman (Sr) 
Oct, 24 atSanJose State 1 21-31 | fense looks to build on last season's vast improvement. His | gg 13 LamarJordan(Jr.) 10 Austin Apodaca (Sr.) 
Nov. 7 Utah State W 14-13 | defense returns nine starters from a unit that allowed 81.4 | RB 4 Romell Jordan (Jr) 3 Richard McQuarley (Ur.) 
Nov, 14 at Boise State W 31-24 | yards per game fewer than in 2014, had 15 more takeaways | TB 7 TeriyonGipson(Sr.) 20 Daryl Chestnut Ur.) 
Nov. 21 Colorado State t 21-28 than in 2013 — the year before Cosgrove was promoted — | DEFENSE (9) 
Wat Bt Be Kae W 41-3 | and recorded 30 sacks. DE 95 GarrettHughes (Jr) 59 Cody Baker So. 
Dec. 19 vs.Arizona# =k 37-46 Nites eer Aapadiessteataan seen 
| UNM’s entire starting front six in its 3-3-5 scheme returns NT 92. William Udeh (Sr.] 55. Taylor Timmons (Sr.} 
Mien Hee Ba aid) arguably has one of the Mountain West's best line- | DE 91 Nik D’Avanzo (Sr.) 98 Kene Okonkwo (Jr.) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS backing corps in Dakota Cox, Kimmie Carson and Donnie |RUSH 54 Donnie White (Sr.) 58 Maurice Daniels (Sr.] 
| White, with Maurice Daniels coming off the bench. Cox | MLB 49 Dakota Cox (Sr) 33 Alex Hart (S0,) 
1. Teton Salles, DE, Albuquerque, NM | is two years removed from a torn ACL that interrupted a WLB 2 Kimmie Carson(Sr.) 29 Kenya Donaldson (Sr) 
2, Daevon Vigilant Re. Downey. CA | sophomore season with a 12.9 tackles-per-game average. NBS Lee Crosby (St) 26 Jake Rothschller [Jc] 
3. Rhashaun Epting, LB, Hillside, IL I PoP Takes ates iter thas line alee Sheetal Leen hede CB 4 Isaiah Brown (Sr.) 10 Stanley Barnwell (So.) 
4, Jay Griffin IV, WR, Huntsville, TX D ace ae the : ay CB 9 Nias Martin (Sr. 27 Bijon Parker (So.} 
5. Avery Jordan, OT, Brenham, TX* | ARH AN CAE: MOCUPs Creag! MOLE “PeSesULe OOF OD PORE: |) SE'T9 tihyan Santis (Sr) 35. Kenneth Maxwell (Sr.) 
4, Patrick Peek, , Aledo, TX | quarterbacks. Senior end Nik D’Avanzo recorded 44 of his | Fg 14 Daniel Henry (Sr.) 16 Jacob Girgle (Jr. 
7. Corey Hightower, CB, Huntsville, TX 54 tackles in the team's last eight games last season. SPECIAL TEAMS 
a. Emmanuel Haris, WR, athens, X* |, UNM has question marks in the secondary because of key |" 95” sy sanders) KR. 20 Day Chestnut 
9, Jonathan Brys, TE, Jackson, MI | losses, including safety Markel Byrd, who died in a car acci- P Corey Bojrque (ir PR 22 Chris Davis Ut) 


10. Kameron Smith, OT, Tacoma WA | dent immediately after the 2015 season. Safety Daniel Hen- 
Seni cllagtonst | ry and nickel back Lee Crosby, the most productive players 

/ on the back end, return for their senior seasons. 
2015 RANKINGS | SPECIALISTS How well the Lobos can replace key specialists, in- 
OFFENSE —--PERGAME «=MW NATIONAL | cluding record-breaking kick returner Carlos Wiggins (27.9-yard 
Scoring §— 2.9 ppg 58 | kick-return average with five career TDs), will help determine the 


Rushing 252.2 ypq 2 9 | team’s success. Junior Jason Sanders will take over kicking chores, and 
Passing 136.0 ypg 11 122 Jeft-footed recruit Corey Bojorquez will compete to become punter. 


Total 388.2 ypg 6 0 | ; : om 
OFS PENGAME AW WATONAL FINAL ANALYSIS After flying under the radar in Davie's 


ate coe fs : 93 in 2016. Their rise coincided with their vast defensive im- 
2 
9 


Passing 244.9 ypg 93 provement in 2015. That defense remains, but the offense 

Total 437.6 ypq 97 | must cut down on its mistakes, and the Lobos have to main- 

7OMARGN PERGAME MW wanonac | tain their strong special teams play to reach a second consec- 
re 40315 39 | _«utive bowl game. 


first four seasons, the Lobos will command more attention [Rypymaa-a:) 


WELLE MEXICO 


“If you're locked in on offense you can hit a lot of 
big plays on them. But their scheme is all about 
trying to keep you honest.” 


— An opposing MW assistant coach 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Lamar Jordan, 118-61-1,045-8, 5 TDs 
Rushing: Teriyon Gipson, 147 att., 850 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Dameon Gamblin, 35 rec., 424 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: Dakota Cox, 97 

Sacks: Maurice Daniels, 5.5 

Interceptions: Lee Crosby, 2 


The Lobos attempted 230 passes 
(17.7 per game) last season. 
Their previous high in the Bob 
Davie era was 177 in 2013. 
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UTAH STATE AGGIES 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 82 * MW MOUNTAIN PREDICTION: 3 * PROJECTED RECORD: 7-5, 5-3 MW 


OFFENSE ‘The Chuckie Keeton era is officially over, but the Aggies 
Wena Se still return plenty of experience on this side of the ball. Four offensive 
Record at School: 25-16 (3 yéats linemen who garnered all-league honors last season are back in Austin 
Career Record: 25-16 [3 years) Albrecht, Tyshon Mosley, Austin Stephens and Jake Simonich. That 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: Jovon group will be called on to set the tone for the offense. 
Bouknight, Luke Wells “We have guys that have played multiple years, especially on the of 
Co-Defensive Coordinators: frank Maile, | fensive line,” coach Matt Wells says. “We are looking for them to pro- 


Kendrick Shaver vide leadership, as well as others.” 

Logan, UT © Maverik Stadium (25,513) It’s no secret the Aggies want to establish the run in 2016. A good 

2016 SCHEDULE part of spring scrimmages showcased the running game, led by Devante 
Mays, LaJuan Hunt, Tonny Lindsey and Justen Hervey. Mays emerged 

Sept. 1 Weber State : : 

Sept. 10 at USC as a powerful weapon as the 2015 season progressed. Wells believes 

Sept. 17 Arkansas State | his big back should easily top 1,000 yards this fall, if he stays healthy. 

Sept. 24 Air Force “I want a 1,000-yard back,” Wells says. “I want to be able to say we are 

Oct. 1 at Boise State going to be a run-first football team. I want that mentality.” 

Oct. 8 at Colorado State Wells, who was the offensive coordinator before taking over 

Oct. 22 Fresno State as head coach three seasons ago, will call the plays this fall. 

Oct. 29 San Diego State Kent Myers eventually took over at quarterback for USU 

Nov. 5 at Wyong when Keeton was injured in 2015. The junior signal caller 

Nov. 12 New Mexico : F P 

Now. 19 at Nevada | has plenty of experience running the offense, having also 

Nov. 26 at BYU played significant snaps in 2014. 


The biggest question is at receiver. Tight ends Wyatt Hous- 
ton and Dax Raymond are back, as are receivers Andrew 
Rodriguez and Braelon Roberts. Finding a deep threat is a 


2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: 6-7, 5-3 


WR 82 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (9) 


A 


KENT MYERS ( 


“Matt Wells does a really great job. Offensively, 
they might be able to be the class of the confer- 
ence because that QB is super talented.” 


— An opposing MW assistant coach 


Andrew Rodriguez (Sr.) 26 Kennedy Williams {Sr.) 


Sept. 3 Southern Utah W 129 Priority. Running back Kennedy Williams has moved to re- | WR 80 Tyler Fox [So.} 1 Alex Byers (Jr.) 
Sept. 11 at Utah L 14-24 | ceiver, and a number of newcomers will get a shot. WR 81 Zach Van Leeuwen {So.) 88 Braelon Roberts (Jr. 
Sept. 19 at Washington | 17-31 DEFENSE Led by one of the best linebacker corps around, a : ie onabrcahre - eh hagtea fc} 
Oct. 3 Colorado State  W 3-18 the Aggies have been solid on this side of the ball for several yee fone Le cada Ae 
Oct. 10 at Fresno State W 56-14 | E 88 : C 59 Austin Stephens (Sr.) 69 Roderick Smith (Fr.) 
Oct. 14 Boise State W 2-76 | oats: Graduation and an early SPRY EC the NFL Draft — | RG 64 Jarom loane [Jr] 67 Brandon Taukeiaho (Jr.] 
Oct. 23 atSan Diego State 1 14-48 Nick Vigil — have left a big hole in the heart of the defense. RT 76 Jake Simonich(Sr.) 73. Preston Brooksby (Jr. 
Oct. 30 Wyoming W. 58-27 | When you lose four guys to the NFL — we will never | TE 83 WyattHouston(Sr.) 87 Dax Raymond (So.} 
Nov. 7 at New Mexico L 13-14 | teplace them,” Wells says of his four departed starters atline- | QB 2 Kent Myers (Jr.) 8 Damion Hobbs [Jr.] 
Nov, 14 atAir Force L 28-35 | backer. “I do believe we have guys in the program and com- | RB 32 Devante Mays [Sr 21 LaJuan Hunt (Jr.) 
Nov. 21 Nevada W 31-27 | ing in that are good players that need to mature and develop | DEFENSE (3) 
Nov. 28 BYU L 28-51 | quickly for us to have an elite defense.” DE 95. Ricky Ali'ifua (Sr. 55 Adewale Adeoye (So.) 
Dec. 22 vs. Akron # L 21-23 | Nose guard Travis Seefeldt returns after a life-threatening | NG 70 Travis Seefeldt (Sr. 96 Christopher ‘Unga [Fr 
FitahoPataiefow' | automobile accident just before the season started a year ago. | DE 19 lan logiai Ur) 98 Edmund Faimato (Sr.) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS He will provide leadership along with end Ricky Ali’ifua. OLB 49 Derek Larsen (So.] 46 Mason Tobeck (Fr.) 
2 | There is also experience returning in the secondary with | !L8 16 Anthony Williams (Sr) Justus Tei (Fr) 
| nn S| crac en Deinand Dani Gry aong mh | AB? Ai Pca 
3. pal Love, OB, Poker th 3 Devin: Centers and Jontrell Rocquernore, Dallin Leavitt wat CB 13. Jalen Davis (Jr.) 31. Jentz Painter (Sr.} 


| a two-year starter at BYU before transferring to USU and 


iah Gi , cB? 

a: SEA nese, anes . _ will figure into the mix. “We will rely on our back end and | 55 37 
5. Ron‘Quavion Tarver, WR, Belle Glade, FL ; » 5 

| our D-linemen to make plays,” Wells says. FS 2 


6. Alex Byers, WR, Riverview, FL* 

7. Craig Rucker, WR, Orlando, FL 

8. Sean Taylor, OL, Valley, CA* 

9. Antonio Cole, CB, Edmond, OK* 

10. Patrick Miranda, LB, Pawtucket, RI* 


*junior college transfer | 


2015 RANKINGS 


SPECIALISTS As a freshman, punter Aaron Dalton got 
better as the season progressed. He has continued to improve 
and will be an important weapon. Three placekickers — Jake 
Thompson, Brock Warren and Dominik Eberle — are vying 
for time. Rodriguez is the top returning punt returner in the 
Mountain West. Holder DJ Nelson is also back. 


FINAL ANALYSIS A year ago was a roller coaster ride. The Aggies 


K 63 
P 89 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Daniel Gray (Sr) 8 Wesley Bailey (Jr.] 
Devin Centers (Sr.) 3 Marguan Ellison {Sr.) 
Dallin Leavitt (Jr.) 27 Sontrell Rocquemore [So.] 


Brock Warren (Sr.] 
Aaron Dalton [So.) 


KR_ 13 Jalen Davis (Jr) 
PR_ 82 Andrew Rodriguez (Sr.) 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Kent Myers, 199-121-1,593-3, 16 TDs 
Rushing: Devante Mays, 165 att., 966 yds., 9 TDs 
Receiving: Andrew Rodriguez, 27 sec., 281 yds., 1 TD 
Tackles: Jalen Davis, 51 

Sacks: Ricky Aliifua, 3.0 

Interceptions: Devin Centers, 3; Jalen Davis, 3 


USU allowed only 4.9 yards per 
play (17th in FBS) but allowed 5.1 
points per trip inside its 40 (120th). 


nile 79.0990 . re dominated then-No. 21 Boise State and took control of their desti- 
Rostng 65.1 yoo 10 1 ny in the Mountain Division of the Mountain West. However, close 
Passing 205.5 ypg 88 road losses at New Mexico and Air Force derailed chances of returning 
Total 370.6ypg9 93 to the league’s championship game for the first time since 2013. Still, 
sie; Same A mii Aggies rallied to become bow! eligible and made their 

Scoring 26.7 009 41 fifth straight postseason appearance. The defense suffered a 
Rushing 151.9ypg My blow with Vigil leaving, and once again Wells had to deal 

Passing 180.5ypg 12 with losing coordinators and assistants to better-paying jobs. 

Total 332.5 ypq 3 7 USU has six new coaches. This team will have to rely a lot on 

TOMARGIN PERGAME MW NaTiong, Offense this season. The Aggies should still win seven games 

2 O15 6 84 and make it six straight bowl games. 
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Bizarro bend-don’'t-break. 


Athletics 


Utah State 


Wyoming Athletics 


EAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Wyoming will have a different starting quarterback for the 


| third time in Craig Bohl’s three seasons and the fourth in four years 


Head Coach: Craig Bohl 


Record at School: 6-18 (2 years} 
Career Record: 110-50 (13 years) 


Offensive Coordinator: Brent Vigen 


Defensive Coordinator: Steve Stanard 


WYOMING COWBOYS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 114 * MW MOUNTAIN PREDICTION: 6 » PROJECTED RECORD: 3-9, 1-7 MW 


Laramie, WY * War Memorial Stadium (29.181) | 


2016 SCHEDULE if 


| overall. Sophomore Josh Allen looked good in 13 plays in Week 2 last 
year before he broke his right collarbone in seven different places and 
missed the rest of the season. Allen, a former junior college transfer, 
will head into preseason camp as the favorite to start over sophomore 


Nick Smith. 


The Cowboys return one of the most productive running backs in the 
nation in junior Brian Hill, who led the Mountain West and ranked 
eighth nationally with 135.9 yards per game in 2015. Hill’s 1,631 yards 


Sept. 3 Northern Illinois set a single-season Wyoming record, and he enters this season as the 
- ' yrs fifth-leading rusher in school history (2,427). Hill is joined in the 
sie sare | backfield by senior Shaun Wick, who missed the final eight games last 
Sept. 24 at Eastern Michigan | 4 Cen ere . 

Oct 1 at Colorada State | season due to a concussion. Wick is Wyoming's ninth-leading career 
Oct. 8 Airforce rusher with 2,179 yards. 

Oct. 22 atNevada | Wyoming returns one of the best wide receiver duos in the 

Oct. 29 Boise State MW in seniors Tanner Gentry and Jake Maulhardt, who 

Nov. 5 Utah State | combined for 94 catches for 1,331 yards and 12 TDs last 

Nov, 12. at UNLY | season. Senior tight end Jacob Hollister also is a reliable tar- 

Nov. 19 San Diego State | get. He caught 26 passes for 355 yards in 2015. 

Nov. 26 New Mexico 


The Cowboys return five offensive linemen who started at 
least one game last season. The anchor is senior guard Chase 
Roullier, a second-team All-MW pick in 2015. Wyoming 


2015 RESULTS | 


FINAL RECORD: 2-10, 2-6 | made a move with its two starting tackles, flipping junior 
Sept. 5 North Dakota L 18-24 | Ryan Cummings to the right side and sophomore Zach 
Sept. 12 Eastern Michigan L 29-48 | Wallace to left tackle. Wallace started the last 10 games at 
Sept. 19 atWashington State | 14-31 | right tackle last season as a 265-pound true freshman. He is 
Sept. 26 New Mexico L 28-38 | now up to 295, 

Oct. 3  atAppalachian State L 13-31 | DEFENSE Six starters return from a unit that allowed 34.0 
Re, aA Aes L aah | points and 422.1 yards per game last season. 

= i Me ea State . ih | The secondary is the most experienced group, led by free 
Oct. 30 at Utah State L 77-58 | safety Andrew Wingard. As a true freshman in 2015, Wing- 
Nov. 7 Colorado State | 7-2 | atd earned second-team All-MW honors after leading the 
Nov. 14 atSanDiego State | 3-38 | league with 6.9 solo tackles per game. Walk-on strong safety 
Nov. 28 UNLV W 35-28 | Marcus Epps led the team with two interceptions as a red- 


| shirt freshman. Junior Jalen Ortiz, a transfer from UCLA, 


is expected to push for playing time as a safety or a nickel 
back. Four cornerbacks who started games last season return. 
| Junior Robert Priester is the most experienced of that group. 
| Senior middle linebacker Lucas Wacha, a captain last sea- 
| son, recorded 96 tackles. Senior outside linebacker D.J. May 
had a productive 2015 after moving from running back. He 
__ had 69 tackles and broke up a team-best 10 passes. 
Wyoming will be young and on the small side along the 
defensive line. This group's progression is critical to the de- 
fense’s overall improvement. So is generating more turnovers 
| — Wyoming forced only 10 last season. 
| SPECIALISTS Ethan Wood returns for his fourth year as 
| the Cowboys’ punter, He averaged a respectable 41.8 yards 
per punt as a junior. Wood also is expected to handle kick- 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Chandler Garrett, OB, Yukon, OK 

2. John Okwoli, WR, Phoenix, AZ 

3, Dustin Weeks, OL, Deering, ND 

4. Jace Webb, OL, Hollis, OK 

5. Alec Stewart, TE, Aliso Viejo, CA 

6. Tyler Hall, ATH, Hawthorne, CA 

7. Ja'Chai Baker, DT, Council Bluffs, IA 
8. Gavin Rush, OL, Phillips, NE 

9. Drew Harvey, LB, Crete, IL 

10. Alijah Halliburton, S, Aurora, CO 


2015 RANKINGS 


wY0 


(ES \ 


cy 


isa 


ANDREW WINGARD 


“Their whole thing is being disciplined, but the 
league is disciplined so | don’t know how that 
approach is going to win football games.” 


— An opposing MW assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


WR 4 
WR 83 
LT 72 
LG 73 
C 64 
RG 6) 
RT 59 
TE 88 
QB 17 
FB 36 
RB 8 


OFFENSE (9) 


Tanner Gentry (Sr.) 
Jake Mauthardt (Sr.) 
Zach Wallace (So.) 
Chase Roullier (Sr.) 
Charlie Renfree (Jr.) 
Kaden Jackson (So.) 
Ryan Cummings (Jr.) 
Jacob Hollister (Sr.) 
Josh Allen (So) 

Drew Van Maanen (Jr.) 
Brian Hill (Jr.) 


DEFENSE (6) 


DE 9 
OT 87 
NT §7 
DE 42 
OLB 7 
ILB 45 
OLB 61 
CB 2 
CB 27 
SS 35 
FS 28 


Carl Granderson (S0.) 
Conner Cain (So.) 
Chase Appleby (Sr.) 
Kevin Prosser (So.) 
D.J. May (Sr.) 
Lucas Wacha (Sr.) 
Luis Bach (So.) 
Robert Priester (Jr.) 
Davion Freeman (Fr.) 
Marcus Epps (So.) 
Andrew Wingard (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Cooper Rothe (Fr.) 
Ethan Wood [Sr.) 


K 
P 4) 


offs. True freshman Cooper Rothe is expected to step in and handle 


20. Justice Murphy (So.] 
80 James Price (So.] 

74 Brinkley Jolly (So.) 
75 Kurtis Stimeman (Jr.) 
60 Du'Ryan Ebbesen (Sr.) 
67 Cole Turner (So.) 

62. Eli Moody (Sr.) 

85 Tyree Mayfield (So.) 
15. Nick Smith (So.) 

48. Jordan Ellis (Sr.) 

21 Shaun Wick (Sr.) 


Taniela Lolohea (Jr.) 
93 Youhanna Ghaifan (Fr) 
96 Sidney Matauulu (So,) 
53 Josiah Hall (Fr.) 
23 Tim Kamana (Jr.) 
11 Eric Nzeocha (Sr.) 
30 Logan Wilson (Fr) 
26 C.J. Jennings (So.) 
21 Antonio Hult (So.) 
31 Chavez Pownell (So.] 
29 Jalen Ortiz Ur.) 


KR 7 D.J. May (Sr) 
PR 4 Tanner Gentry (Sr) 


In his final eight years at North 
Dakota State, Craig Bohl lost 22 


games. In two at Wyoming, he has 


lost 18. Building takes a while. 


OFFENSE = PERGAME §=MW NATIONAL | field goal duties. The Cowboys’ coverage units were strong last season, 
Scoring 19.0 ppg. «MN finishing first in the league in opponent kickoff returns (21.3-yard av- 
Rushing 173.4 ypg 9 62 erage) and second in punt returns (4.6). 
be ik a ti i i | FINAL ANALYSIS Wyoming went from four wins in Bohl’s first sea- 
<i aa a | ee just two last season — the fewest for the program 
Scoring 34.0 ppg 10 102 since 2002. This team should be improved, especially on 
Rushing 225.2ypg -10Ss113-— defense, but the Cowboys need to keep Allen healthy and 
Passing 196.9 ypg 5 76 | establish some continuity at the quarterback position. 
Total 42.1 ypg 8 9} | Bohl has described Wyoming as a developmental program. 
TOMAROIN. PERGAME MW RATIONAL | Sometime soon, he will need to find a way to develop some 

‘A eo (AON | Gig}? Boxeorens: 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Nick Smith, 60-27-245-1, 2 TDs 
Rushing: Brian Hill, 281 att., 1,631 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Jake Maulhardt, 67 rec., 653 yds., 8 TDs 
Tackles: Andrew Wingard, 122 
Sacks: Three players tied with 1.0 
Interceptions: Marcus Epps, 2 


“ FRESNO STATE BULLDOGS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 108 * MW WEST PREDICTION: 5 * PROJECTED RECORD: 3-9, 2-6 MW 


Head Coach: Tim DeRuyter 

Record at School: 29-23 (4 years) 
Career Record: 30-23 (4+ years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Eric Kiesau 
Defensive Coordinator: Lorenzo Ward 
Fresno, CA © Bulldog Stadium (41,031) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 2 at Nebraska (injuries, ineffectiveness, suspension), Fresno State is desperate for 
oe i oe sae | some stability behind center. Chason Virgil, who sustained a broken 
Sept 1% Tulsa | clavicle in his first career start against Utah, will enter fall camp as the 
Oct. 1 atUNLV frontrunner. Still, the coaches want to see more from Ford Childress 
Oct. 8 atNevada and a couple new arrivals, including freshman Quentin Davis. 

Oct. 15 San Diego State Receiver is the deepest and most established position group 

Oct. 22 atUtah State with Jamire Jordan, KeeSean Johnson and Da’Mari Scott all 

Oct. 29 Air Force back. There’s also the added hope that Aaron Peck can finally 

Nov, 5 at Colorado State put everything together after missing last season with a foot 

Se : Lise Sas injury. With seven career TD catches, tight end Chad Olsen 


2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: 3-9, 2-6 


Sept. 3 Abilene Christian W 34-13 | NeW starters and not a ton of size will be up to the task. WR 3 KeeSean Johnson (So.) 87 Michael Martens [Sr.) 
Sept. 12 at Ole Miss L 21-73 | DEFENSE ‘The Bulldogs finished 118th in points allowed WR" 8 Dear Scott (Sr.] 2 Jarnire Jordan (So) 
Sept. 19 Utah L 24-45 | and 102nd in total defense. But instead of making wholesal ETB Crigan Cont 15 G4 Brendan Bay 
s . ig wholesale 76 Shane Gama (Jr) 
“49 | : . LG 77 Aaron Mitchell (Jr.) ane Gama Ur. 

Sept. 26 at San Jose State L 25-49 changes, DeRuyter brought in SEC veteran Lorenzo Ward C75 Jacob Vazquez (Sr.) 70. Zack Kinninger (Ft) 

es + sete State ( es to run his beloved 3-4, demoted longtime colleague Nick | RG 73 Micah St. Andrew (So) 72. Isaiah Trevino (Fr.} 

Oct 16 UNLV W! 3128 | Toth to inside linebackers coach and kept everything else RT 78 David Patterson (Jr) 74 Ryan Popolizio (Jr.) 

Oct. 14 at Air Force Lied? | Pretty much the same. Fresno State didn’t have to pay much TE 46 Chad Olsen (Jr.) 16 Jared Rice (Fr.) 

Nov. 5 Nevada L 16-30 | to get Ward, who is still owed $750,000 by his former em- QB 5 Chason Virgit (Fr.) 10. Ford Childress (Sr) 

Nov. 14 at Hawaii w 4214 | ployer (South Carolina). RB 21 Dontel James (Jr) 27 Wesley Hill (Fr.) 

Nov, 21 at BYU L 10-52 | After years as a glaring weakness, cornerback is suddenly DEFENSE (4) 

Nov, 28 Colorado State L 31-34 | a strength. Tyquwan Glass recorded the most tackles of any | DE 91 Nate Madsen (Jr,) 92. Wyatt McBee (Sr. 
Bulldogs corner in five years (62) to go with a team-high | NT 97 Malik Forrester (Jr) 94 Patrick Belony [S0.) 
four interceptions. Glass and Daquawn Brown, a Washing- | DE 99 Nick Kristofors (Sr. Austin Vaimiti Ur) 

TOP 10 RECRUITS ton State transfer who impressed at practice while sitting | OLB 56 Tobenna Okeke [Jr] 19 Brandon Hughes (Sr.} 

1 | out, could emerge as one of the MW’s better duos, There’s | !LB 10 Nela Otukolo (So, 34 George Helmuth (So. 

1 ue vs 0B, 4 | 180 800d depth with experience both at comer and safeyy | O16 % Snevanise) dl inoee( dl 

ia Soa ae ‘Things aren't as rosy up front. Fresno State got blown off Nas f 

3. Quireo Woodley, OL, Murrieta, CA he ball b tiple MW h CB 25 Tyquwan Glass (Sr.) 2 Jamal Eltis (Sr.) 

4. Deonte Perry, RB, Canoga Park, CA | paps opponents a year ago, a reason the | cg 14 Daquawn Brown Ur 6 Anthoula Kelly (So.) 
MS ae | coach d two 310-pound 1 k 

5. Justin Rice, RB, Modesto, CA NORE RES TECK S, TW0 92 POUNCE) JURIOR CO lege nose tack- | §S 11 DeShawn Potts (So.) 5 Dalen Jones (Sr.) 

6. Austin Vaimili, DL, Torrance, CA* | les (Malik Forrester and Patrick Belony). Their arrival also FS 15. Stratton Brown (Sr.) 23. Alan Wright (Sr) 

7. Elijah Piper, DL, University Place, WA allows Nate Madsen to slide back to his more natural posi- SPECIAL TEAMS 


8. Lukas McKenzie, LB, Reno, NV 
9. Christian Cronk, OL, Oceanside, CA* 
10. Juju Hughes, DB, Hanford, CA 


*junior college transfer 


2015 RANKINGS 


TEAM INFORMATION 


OFFENSE —-PERGAME MW NATIONAL | first-year players will handle both roles. That’ll make first-year special 
Scoring §— 22.3ppg 10107 | teams coordinator Dave Ungerer a little nervous. Kody Kroening and 
can in sa ie Jimmy Camacho, who split the placekicking and kickoff roles, provide 
: | more stability. 
| 

a a vs Hes FINAL ANALYSIS After a 20-6 record with two MW ti- 
Scoring 38.1 ppg 12S tles in Years 1 and 2, DeRuyter'’s 9-17 combined record in 
Rushing 2347 ypg 117s Years 3 and 4 represents a significant decline. The revamped 
Passing 211.5ypg 9 0 | coaching staff is reason enough for Fresno State not to go 
Total 446.2ypq 10 102 3-9 again. At the same time, the lack of talent and experi- 
TOMARGIN” PERGAME MW Manoway «CCE at QB sets 6-6 as a likely ceiling. The overriding ques- 

4 1% 7 39 | tion: Will that be good enough for DeRuyter to get Year 6? 


| tion of defensive end. With Jeff Camilli and Nela Otukolo, 


| of leading tackler/sacker/personality Ejiro Ederaine leaves a 


OFFENSE Coming off a season in which Fresno State ranked 122nd 
in the country in total offense and 107th in scoring, a housecleaning 
was in order. Coach Tim DeRuyter swept in a new coordinator (Eric 
Kiesau) and four new position coaches. All that change also brought a 
new philosophy. Instead of being an up-tempo spread team that picks 
run or pass based on how the defense lines up, the Bulldogs want to 
impose their will in certain situations, “If it’s third-and-1 and we de- 
cide to run, I don’t care if they put 11 guys in the box,” DeRuyter says. 
“We're going to find a way to get it done.” 

After starting four quarterbacks a year ago for all the usual reasons 


_= 


TYQUWAN GLASS 


‘Gosh, | don’t know what happened there. | 
watched a bunch of their games, and they had 
the talent, but it’s like they didn’t compete.” 


— An opposing MW assistant 


needs to be utilized more outside the red zone. 

Kiesau wants to run more, but the jury’s out on who'll be 
doing the running — 220-pound Dontel James got most of 
the spring carries — or whether a revamped line with three 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (6) 


WR 7 Aaron Peck (Sr.) 6 Delvon Hardaway (Jr.) 


K 48 Kody Kroening (Jr) 
P 47. Blake Cusick (Fr.) 


KR 8 Da'Mari Scott (Sr) 
PR 36 Dejonte O'Neal (So. 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Kilton Anderson, 157-78-817-5, 2 TDs 
Rushing: Kilton Anderson, 51 att., 211 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Jamire Jordan, 46 rec. 540 yds., 5 TDs 
Tackles: Jeff Camilli, 76 

Sacks: Justin Green, 3.0 

Interceptions: Tyquwan Glass, 4 


the Bulldogs are solid at inside linebacker. The graduation 


big hole, though James Bailey, a hybrid outside backer/safety, 
looks like a budding star. 


SPECIALISTS After four years of the same punter and long-snapper, 


Since surging in 2012, Fresno 
State's point differential has fallen 
for three straight years, from +183 
to +170 to -83 to -190 last fall. 


144 ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2016 


Kiel Maddox/Fresno State Athletics 


Athietics 


Hawai'i 


nAvAl! RAINBOW WARRIORS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 121 * MW WEST PREDICTION: 6 ¢ PROJECTED RECORD: 3-10, 1-7 MW 


TEAM sed OPULtld 


Head Coach: Nick Rolovich 
Record at School: First Season 


Career Record: First Season 


Co-Offensive Coordinators: 
Brian Smith, Craig Stutemann 
Defensive Coordinator: Kevin Lempa 


Honolulu, Hl Aloha Stadium (50,000) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


FINAL RECORD: 3-10, 0-8 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 19 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 10 
Oct. 17 
Oct. 24 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 14 
Nov. 21 
Nov. 28 


vs. California # 
at Michigan 


Tennessee-Martin 


at Arizona 
Nevada 


at San Jose State 


UNLV 
at Air Force 
New Mexico 


at San Diego State 


Boise State 
at Fresno State 
Massachusetts 


Colorado 

at Ohio State 
UC Davis 

at Wisconsin 
at Boise State 
San Diego State 
at New Mexico 
at Nevada 

Air Force 

at UNLV 
Fresno State 
San Jose State 
UL Monroe 


| school’s first 1,000-yard rusher in five seasons, returns. Steven Laka- 


| shifting of positions in the wake of the departure of left 
| tackle Ben Clarke, the top performer the last three years. 
| Honorable mention All-Mountain West pick Dejon Allen 


#Sydney, Australia | 


| catches), Dylan Collie (29) and Isaiah Bernard (21) are also 


TOP 10 RECRUITS | 


1. Freddie Holly, RB, Riverside, CA 
2. Kalakaua Timoteo, WR, Mililani, HI 
3, Jeremiah Pritchard, LB, Leone, AS | 


4. Max Hendrie, Ath., Sydney, Australia =| 
5. Ikem Okeke, OLB, Las Vegas, NV 
6, Mykal Tolliver, CB, Bellflower, CA 

7. Keala Santiago, S, Kahuku, Hl 


8. Cole McDonald, OB, La Habra, CA 
9. Josh Hauani‘o, 06, Honolulu, HI 


10. Scheyenne Sanitoa, DB, Pago Pago, AS 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE © PERGAME «MW NATIONAL | 
Scoring  17.6ppg 12 118 
Rushing 123.9 ypg 12 116 
Passing 192.4ypg 6 98 
Total 316.3 ypg = 11 20 | 
DEFENSE © PERGAME §=MW NATIONAL | 
Scoring 36.6 ppg 11 105 | 
Rushing 239.Bypg 12 120 
Passing 208.9ypg 6 42 
Total 448.8 ypg = 11 105 | 
TOMARGIN. PERGAME MW NATIONAL 
-23 he 2 128 


resurrect the program's fortunes. 


| to right guard from center. RJ Hollis remains a fixture at 


| back. Metuisela Unga and Dakota Torres might be the best | LT 50 Dejon Allen (Jr.) 72 Matt Norman Ur.) 
tight end tandem Hawaii has had in years. LG 56 Elijah Tupai (Jr.) 78 Leo Koloamatangi (Sr.) 

| F ; ‘ C 51 John Wa'a (Jr) 65 Asotui Eli (So.) 

| DEFENSE nee se pea directed mae of the ae P- | RG 65 Asotui Eli{So.) 64. Eportne Maeno 150) 

| portunistic defenses of the June Jones era, returns to Hawaii RT 74 RJ Hollis (Sr) 73 Austin Webb (Fr) 


| after a 13-year absence as the defensive coordinator. Lempa, 
| who last season coached defensive backs at Boston College, 
| is bringing back a 4-3 defense and hopes to revitalize a unit 


| that forced just 11 turnovers in 2015. RB 29 Paul Harris (Sr.) 4 Steven Lakataka (Sr) 
All-MWC defensive tackle Kennedy Tulimasealii is the DEFENSE (6) 
Rainbow Warriors’ biggest weapon after recording 18.5 tack- DE 6 Jeremy Castro (Jr) 55 Makani Kema-Kaleiwahea (Sr.) 


| injuries, respectively, the front four could be formidable. Jer- 
| emy Castro, Makani Kema-Kaleiwahea, David Manoa and 


| return work. 


| FINAL ANALYSIS The Rainbow Warriors’ schedule is as travel-inten- 


| Ariz. (Arizona). Overall, in its 13-game regular season, Ha- 
| waii will travel approximately 40,000 miles, double most 
| NEL teams. With that kind of challenge, avoiding what 


| may be too much to ask in Rolovich’s inaugural campaign. 


OFFENSE After cycling through six offensive coordinators and three 
head coaches (including an interim) in the past five seasons, Hawaii 
has turned to former Rainbow Warrior quarterback Nick Rolovich to 


Fifth-year senior Ikaika Woolsey, who has started 19 games over 
three seasons, is the only quarterback on the roster who has thrown a 
Division-I pass. But he will have to beat out redshirt freshman Aaron 
Zwahlen, who was a highly rated high school recruit out of California 
before going on a church mission. Sophomore Beau Reilly, another 
former missionary, is also in the mix. 

There is no suspense at running back, where senior Paul Harris, the 


laka, who has started 14 games over three seasons, and Melvin Davis, 
a 6'2", 235-pounder, provide battering ram power. If Diocemy Saint 
Juste can stay healthy, he will offer a potent outside running threat. 

Four offensive line starters are back, but there may be some 


he ,, 
PAUL HARRIS 


“That program has had a lot going against them, 
and it seemed like their confidence was pretty 
fragile once things started going the wrong way.” 
moves from right guard to left tackle, and Asotui Eli shifts An opposing MW assistant coach 
right tackle, and John Wa’a takes over at center. DEPTH CHART 

Nine of the top 10 receivers, including Marcus Kemp, who OFFENSE (8) 
led the team in catches (36), return. Devan Stubblefield (30 | wr 14 Marcus Kemp (Sr) 83. Makoa Camanse-Stevens (Sr.} 
WR 9 Devan Stubblefield (So.) 84 Isaiah Bernard (Sr.) 


TE 7 MetuiselaUnga(Jr.) 86 Dakota Torres {So.) 
SB 23 Dylan Collie (So.) 12. Keelan Ewaliko (Jr.) 
QB 11 Ikaika Woolsey (Sr.) 15 Aaron Zwahlen (Fr.) 


les for a loss in 2015. But his availability was undecided due 
to charges stemming from an off-campus spring altercation. 
If Tulimasealii returns and fellow tackles Kory Rasmussen 
and Samiuela Akoteu rebound from offseason knee and foot 


DT 90 Kennedy Tulimasealii (Sr.) 91 Samiuela Akoteu (Fr.) 
DT 75 KoryRasmussen(Sr.) 54 Penitito Faalologo (Jr.) 
DE 9 David Manoa (Jr) 49 Manly Williams (Fr.) 
OLB 40 Dany Mulanga (So.) 41 Noah Borden (So.} 
MLB 31. Jahlani Tavai (So.) 27 Solomon Matautia (Fr) 
OLB 2. Jerrol Garcia-Williams(Sr.) 58 Rashaan Falemalu (So. 
CB 24 Jamal Mayo (Sr.) 28 Cameron Hayes (Fr.) 
CB 19 Jalen Rogers (Sr.) 18. Rojesterman Farris |! (Fr.) 
SS 39 Trayvon Henderson (Jr) 15 Daniel Lewis Jr. (Jr.) 
FS 21 Damien Packer (Sr.] 26 Dejaun Butler (Sr.} 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 43° Rigoberto Sanchez (Sr) © KR 12 Keelan Ewaliko (Jr.) 
P 43° Rigoberto Sanchez (Sr.) PR 45 John Ursua (Fr.] 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Ikaika Woolsey, 149-73-908-6, 5 TDs 
Rushing: Paul Harris, 197 att., 1,132 yds.. 6 TDs 
Receiving: Marcus Kemp, 36 rec., 563 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: Jerrol Garcia-Williams, 89 

Sacks: Kennedy Tulimasealii, 3.5 

Interceptions: Dany Mulanga, 1; Jalen Rogers, | 


Manly Williams make for a strong combination at the ends. 
Jahlani Tavai’s move from end to middle linebacker has 
drawn raves and helps shore up a unit that also counts on Jer- 
rol Garcia-Williams, Dany Mulanga and Rashaan Falemalu. 
The return of Trayvon Henderson, a two-year starter who 
sat out last season due to injury, would be a big plus to a thin 
secondary. Damien Packer, Daniel Lewis and Dejaun Butler 
join him as the safeties. 
| SPECIALISTS Rigoberto Sanchez was one of five players 
in the nation who handled field goals, punts, extra points and kickoff 
chores. John Ursua, Keelan Ewaliko and Collie figure to divide up the 


sive as it is ambitious. In the first month, Hawaii will travel nearly 
25,000 miles with three of the first four games in Australia 
(vs. California), Ann Arbor, Mich. (Michigan) and Tucson, 


With Nick Rolovich as coordinator, 
Nevada's offense got 56% of its 
yards with its run game. Hawaii 


would be a school-record sixth consecutive losing season ‘ : 
got only 39% of its yards via run. 
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TEAM INFORMATION| 


Head Coach: Brian Polian | 
Record at School: 18-20 (3 years) 
Career Record: 18-20 (3 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Tim Cramsey 
Defensive Coordinator: Scott Boone 
Reno, NV * Mackay Stadium (30,000) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 Cal Poly 
Sept. 10 at Notre Dame 
Sept. 17 Buffalo 

Sept. 24 at Purdue 

Oct. 1 at Hawaii 
Oct. 8 Fresno State 
Oct. 15 at San Jose State 
Oct. 22 Wyoming 

Nov. 5 atNew Mexico 
Nov, 12 San Diego State 
Nov. 19 Utah State 
Nov, 26 at UNLV 


2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: 7-6, 4-4 


Sept. 3 UC Davis W 31-17 | 
Sept. 12 Arizona L 20-44 
Sept. 19 at Texas A&M Lo 27-44 | 
Sept. 26 at Buffalo W 26-21 | 
Oct. 3 UNL L 17-23 
Oct. 10 New Mexico W 35-17 
Oct. 17 atWyoming L 21-28 | 
Oct. 24 Hawaii W 30-20 
Nov. 5 at Fresno State W 30-16 | 
Nov, 14 San Jose State (ot) W 37-34 | 
Nov. 21 at Utah State L 27-31 | 
Nov, 28 atSan Diego State L 14-31 | 
Dec. 29 vs. Colorado State # W 28-23 | 

fthiona Bom | 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Trevion Armstrong, WR, Richmond, VA 
2. Nakita Lealao, DL, Hayward, CA 
3. Alec Simpson, LB, Pacific Palisades, CA | 
4, Lawson Hall, LB, Harbor City, CA | 
5. Kameron Toomer, DE, Las Vegas, NE 

6. Daniel Brown, CB, Carson, CA 

7. 0.J. Powe, LB, El Cerrito, CA 

8. Jaxson Kincaide, RB, Fort Lauderdale, FL! 
9. Kevin Howell, CB, Thousand Oaks, CA 

10. Miles Beach, Los Gatos, CA 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE ©» PERGANE = MW == NATIONAL | 
Scoring 262ppg 9 86 
Rushing 210.6ypg = 4 25 
Passing 164.5ypg 9 114 
Total 375.2 ypg 8 86 
DEFENSE -PERGAME MW NATIONAL | 
Scoring 268ppg 5 62 
Rushing 191.4ypg «5 “| 
Passing 214.0ypg 10 52 
Total 4054ypg 7 73 
TOMARGIN PERGAME MW NATIONAL 
+9 +009 = 2 15 


NEVADA WOLF PACK 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 86 * MW WEST PREDICTION: 2 * PROJECTED RECORD: 7-5, 5-3 MW 


| sively for more than a decade. Cramsey, whose offenses at Montana 
| State were among the tops in FCS, will still run plenty of Pistol. But 


| Brian Polian. 


| starting only one game in 2015, Butler emerged as the Wolf Pack’s top 


_ Stewart's job was tested in the offseason with the addition 
| of junior college transfer Ty Gangi and sophomore backup 


| Gipson offers a dependable option. 


For the offense to truly jell, the experienced offensive line | WR 84 Jerico Richardson (Sr.) 83 Andrew Celis (So) 
will have to take another step forward, particularly in pass | WR 87 Brayden Sanchez (Jr) 3 Ahki Muhammad (So.) 
protection. Junior left tackle Austin Corbett anchors the | LT 73 AustinCorbett Jr.) 71 Jake Nelson (So. 
line, but all five projected starters are upperclassmen, a first | LG 68 Sean Kreps? (So.) 77 Ziad Damanhoury (Jr) 
: F C 62 Nathan Goltry (Sr.) 46 Thomas Newton (Jr.) 
in the Polian era. PF 

: g =. RG 72 Jeremy Macauley (Sr.) 63 Daren Echeveria (So.) 

DEFENSE After making the jump from FCS and William RT 79 Jake Henry (Sr) 74, \lya Lopez [So.} 
& Mary, defensive coordinator Scott Boone has turned inan | TE 47 Jarred Gipson (Sr.) 88 Evan Faunce (Jr) 
underrated effort at Nevada. He inherited a defensive unit | QB 15 Tyler Stewart (Sr.) 11 Hunter Fralick (So.) 
that allowed 34.4 points per game in 2013, and each year | RB 20 James Butler (Jr) 22 Akeel Lynch (Sr.] 
that average has dropped, to 27.2 in 2014 to 26.8 last season. DEFENSE (5) 

| The job gets more difficult this year, however, as the Pack | pe 95 Patrick Choutja Jr] 46 Jarid Joseph (So.) 
must replace six starters in the front seven. Ends Malik Reed | NT 97 SalesaFaraimo(Sr.) 55 Nakita Lealao (Jr) 
(sophomore) and Patrick Choudja (junior) have flashed at | DT 99 Korey Rush (So.) %6 Hausia Sekona (Fr. 
times, but both must step up in starting roles. Salesa Faraimo | DE 0 Malik Reed (So) 93 Jordan Silva (So.] 
returns at tackle, and coaches were pleased during the spring | 8 56 Alex Bertrando (Sr) 38 Jake Lacaden ($0, 
with redshirt freshman tackle Hausia Sekona. LB 7 Gabe Sewell (F] 50 Austin Pauthus [JrJ 

; ; ; LB 10 LJ. Jackson (Sr.) 16 Jaden Sawyer Ur.) 
‘The biggest concern is at linebacker, where all of three ca- CB 26 Kendall Johnson Jr.) 18 Eliah Moody (So) 
ing. Freshman Gabe Sewell redshirted Srila paid 
ss 3 BL es ached de tloces ii ie a . CB 28 Elijah Mitchell (Sr.) 29 EJ Muhammad (Fr. 
| last year, but he will likely start with seniors Alex Bertrando | ss 2 AsauniRufus(So.) 31. Randy Uzoma (Sr, 
(one start) and L,J. Jackson (two) on either side. FS 23 DameonBaber(So.) 11 Cal Kee (Fr, 


| sophomore Elijah Moody and freshman EJ Muhammad. 


| inside 50 yards. Senior punter Alex Boy (42-yard average) has been 
| nearly as steady. Mitchell averaged 26.4 yards per kickoff return and 
| returned one for a touchdown. Sophomore punt returner Andrew Celis 
| proved reliable. 


| FINAL ANALYSIS Nevada's offense should improve over Jp ymaellsa. 


| defensive front. Still, the Wolf Pack have too many holes to 


| of reason to believe that history will repeat itself. 


~ 


OFFENSE New offensive coordinator Tim Cramsey appears ready to 
usher in a new era at Nevada, which has run the Pistol offense exclu- 


as part of the Chip Kelly coaching tree, Cramsey will likely introduce 
more spread principles, giving the Wolf Pack a new look for head coach 


Cramsey will have plenty of talent. Junior James Butler — who ran 
for 1,342 yards and 10 touchdowns — will anchor the offense. Despite 


threat and appears poised to truly break out. 

Senior quarterback Tyler Stewart's 2015 campaign was steady, if un- 
spectacular. He started all 13 games and threw for 2,139 yards and 
15 touchdowns, with seven interceptions. But he completed just 57 
percent of his passes, and his consistency waned later in the season. 


“I'm curious to see what they do. The new coor- 
dinator (Tim Cramsey) runs a different system 


Hunter Fralick, but the senior had a sting spring. than they had before with [Nick] Rolovich.” 


Senior Hasaan Henderson — a 6'5", all-conference-caliber 
receiver when healthy — leads an experienced group. But 
senior Jerico Richardson is a more consistent performer, and 
sophomore Ahki Muhammad, who converted from corner- 
back to slot, provides a new dynamic. Senior tight end Jarred 


— An opposing MW assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (9) 
WR 12 Hasaan Henderson (Sr.) 19 Wyatt Demps (Jr.) 


Safeties Asauni Rufus and Dameon Baber are among the 
best in the conference and head up a young, talented second- 
ary. Rufus led the team in tackles, and Baber had six inter- 
ceptions. Elijah Mitchell is the lone senior in the back and 
leads a foursome of corners with junior Kendall Johnson, 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 40 Brent Zuzo (Sr) 
P 46 Alex Boy [Sr.} 


KR 26 Elijah Mitchell (Sr.) 
PR_ 83 Andrew Celis (So.) 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


SPECIALISTS Special teams are a strength. Senior kicker Brent Zuzo 


Passing; Tyler Stewart, 326-186-2,139-7, 15 TDs 
was nearly automatic last year, hitting on all 17 of his field goal tries 


Rushing: James Butler, 207 att., 1,342 yds., 10 TDs 
Receiving: Jerico Richardson, 68 rec., 750 yds., § TDs 
Tackles: Asauni Rufus, 105 

Sacks: Three players tied with 1.0 

Interceptions: Dameon Baber, 6 


last year, which will help blunt the significant losses to its : ’ 
After averaging 8.5 wins per sea- 


son between 2005-10, Nevada has 
averaged 6.4 since. Life could be 
worse — but it could be better. 


expect a serious run at a West Division title. Nevada has fin- 
ished 7-6 in four of the last five seasons, and there is plenty 
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AP 


an Diego State Athletics 


Mou Dinani/S 


SAN DIEGO STATE AZTECS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 36 * MW WEST PREDICTION: 1 ¢ PROJECTED RECORD: 10-3, 7-1 MW 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Running back Donnel Pumphrey is back for an encore 


campaign after rushing for 1,653 yards and winning Mountain West 


seaman sien inp (yeas) | Offensive Player of the Year honors. Pumphrey considered leaving for 
Career Record: 108-92 (14 years} | the NFL but decided he wanted to take aim at Marshall Faulk’s school 
Offensive Coordinator: Jeff Horton | career rushing mark (4,589 yards from 1991-93). “I would like to break 
Defensive Coordinator: Rocky Long | all of Faulk’s records,” says Pumphrey, who enters the campaign with 


San Diego, CA © Qualcomm Stadium (54,000) | 4,272 yards. “He’s an NFL Hall of Famer and had a terrific college 


career, and it would be a great accomplishment for our team if I was 
2016 SCHEDULE | able to achieve that.” 


Sept. 3 New Hampshire | Pumphrey’s return is also beneficial for quarterback Christian Chap- 

Sept. 10 California | man, who will need to prove he can be a downfield thrower after win- 

Sept. 17 at Northern Illinois | ning three consecutive starts to end last season after an injury to starter 

m } st Alabama | Maxwell Smith. The receiving group is a weakness, and that could af- 
ct. 


| fect Chapman's growth. Pumphrey’s 28 receptions led the Aztecs last 
Oct. 15 at Fresno State | season, and Mikah Holder's modest 24 catches were the best among 
Oct. 22 San Jose State | . 3 

| the wideouts and tight ends. 
Oct. 29 at Utah State | 


First-team all-conference guard Nico Siragusa is the head- 


Nov. 5 Hawaii | 

Nov. 12 atNevada | liner of the offensive line, which returns three starters from a 
Nov. 19 at Wyoming | group that helped San Diego State rush for a school-record 
Nov. 26 Colorado State | 3,266 yards. 


DEFENSE Cornerback Damontae Kazee was the MW De- 
2015 RESULTS fensive Player of the Year last season after intercepting eight DEPTH CHART 


FINAL RECORD: 11-3, 8-0 | passes and forcing two fumbles. He originally announced | OFFENSE (6) 
Sept. 5 San Diego W 37-7 | he was leaving for the NFL, but a week later he stunningly | WR 85. Mikah Holder (Jr.) 5 Chase Favreau (Jr) 
Sept. 12 at California L 7-35 | changed his mind and said he was returning for his final col- WR 81. Eric Judge (Sr. 86 Jerry Chaney (Fr.) 
Sept. 19 South Alabama L278 | lege season. Kazee’s return allows San Diego State to keep | 75 Kwayde Miller (Sr.) 64 Ryan Krum (St) 
Sept. 26 at Penn State L 21-97 | its status as the top defense in the conference as he routinely LG 56° Nico Siragusa (Sr) 79 Daishawn Dixon (Ft. 
Oct. 3 Fresno State Wo 2 oe : - og C 70 Arthur Flores (Sr.) 72 Derrick Achayo (Jr.) 
Oct 10 ait Ranall W. 2pag | ‘iets the receivers who line up on his side of the field. RG 67 Antonio Rosales Ur) 62 Nick Gerhard (Ft) 
Oct. 17 atSanJoseState W 30-7 | Safety Malik Smith had 77 tackles and five interceptions RT 77 Ryan Pope (So.} 78 Joe Salcedo (So.} 
Oct. 23 Utah State Wo 48-14 | and should take another step forward. Outside linebacker | TE 89 Daniel Brunskill(Sr.) 98 David Wells (Jr) 
Oct. 31 atColorado State =W 41-17 | Calvin Munson is another standout on a defense that allowed | QB 10 Christian Chapman {So.) 18 Jimmy Walker (Jr.) 
Nov. 14 Wyoming W 38-3 | 16.4 points per game; he totaled 98 tackles and 9.5 sacks. De- | RB 19 Donnel Pumphrey (Sr.) 26 Marcus Stamps Ur.) 
Nov. 21 at UNLV W 52-14 | fensive ends Alex Barrett (5.5 sacks) and Kyle Kelley (7.5) are | FB 15 Nick Bawden (Jr) 34 Isaac Lessard (Fr.) 
Nov. 28 Nevada W 1-146 | strong performers up front. The Aztecs allowed 17 or fewer DEFENSE (7) 
Dec. § Airforce % W 27-24 | points in nine of their final 10 games last season and have the | pe 49 Kyle Kelley (Sr. 46 Jay Henderson (Jr) 
Dec. 24 vs.Cincinnati#  W 42-7 talent to be a stingy unit again this season. NT 65. Sergio Phillips Jr.) 94 Jondarivs Gardner (Jr.) 

SHV: Chanpanship FHawei Bow | SBECIALISTS Not only do the Aztecs return the top of- | _DE 58 Alex Barrett (Sr.} 41 Dakota Turner Ur) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS fensive and defensive players in the conference, they also OLB 54 Calvin Munson (Sr) 44 Kyalwa Tezino(So,] 

F ‘ | possess the reigning. Special Teams Player of the Year in | MUS #0. Randy Ricks (St) a py Yer ee) 

1. Tayler Hawkins, DB, Palm Springs, CA | Possess Sere i capa 4 y 2 OLB 57 Ryan Dunn (Jr.) 52. Tyler Morris (Jr.) 
2. Chase Jasmin, RB, Augura Hills, CA | Rashaad Penny, a dynamic kickoff returner. Penny averaged | grec 21 Na‘im McGee (Sr) 14 Trey Lomax (Jr.) 
3, Trenton Thompson, S, Palm Springs, CA | 33.5 yards per return last season and scored TDs on three of | ¢g 23 DamontaeKazee(Sr.) 22 Kalan Montgomery Ur. 
4. Dru Mathis, LB, Ventura, CA | his 24 opportunities. Punter Tanner Blain doesn’t kick for | CB 24 Billy Vaughn Ur) 31. Derek Babiash (Jt.) 
5. Troy Cassidy, LB, Carlsbad, CA | distance — only eight of his 77 efforts went for 50 or more S 12 Malik Smith Jr.) 33. Parker Baldwin (So.) 
6. Yasir Durant, OT, Philadelphia, PA | yards — but he stifled the opponent's return game with 25 S 27 Kameron Kelly(Jr.) 10 Jeff Clay (Fr.) 
7. Dwayne Johnson Jr., S, Murrieta, CA placed inside the 20-yard line along with 24 fair catches. SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Douglas Tucker, OL, Dallas, TX | Kicker Donny Hageman is out of eligibility, so the field goal K 29. John Baron Il (So.} KR 20 Rashaad Penny Ur} 
9. Parie Dedeaux, ATH, Los Angeles, CA duties fall to John Baron II, a left-footer with a powerful leg. P 91 Tanner Blain (Sr.] PR 85 Mikah Holder (Jr) 


10. Derrick Achayo, OT, Roseville, CAT = ~FINAL ANALYSIS San Diego State matched the school’s 
“junior college transfer | rnajor-college record for victories (11) last season — it was 

originally done in 11 games in 1969 under legendary Don Coryell — 

e015 RANKINGS and will have an opportunity to reach those heights again this season. 
pias hve " rce | The Aztecs have developed a high level of toughness during Rocky 


| Long’s five seasons as coach and also a resiliency to overcome obstacles 


uate i ie ‘ re | that was seldom seen at the school for most of the previous two de- 

Total 375 3 og 7 gg | cades. The result has been six consecutive bowl games and last season's 

<oan Rae ATL | conference title — the Aztecs’ first outright league title since 

Scoring «18D 7 _ Claiming the Western Athletic Conference crown in 1986. 
Rushing 108.7 ypq 2 7 | San Diego State will be favored to win the West Division, 

Passing 178.6ypq. 3 19 | and the ultimate goal will be another MW title. Champion- 

Total 287.3ypq 1 5 ship expectations are still a new thing for the Aztecs, but the 

TDMARGIN” PERGAME MW NATO, ©4277 demolition of Cincinnati in the Hawaii Bowl showed 

+2) “1571 } | that this crew is ripe to tack on more accomplishments. 


DONNEL PUMPHREY 


“Rocky Long is so hard to coach against. He runs 
the true 3-3 stack, which he invented, and he 
doesn’t even wear a headset.” 


— An opposing MW assistant coach 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Christian Chapman, 49-29-436-2, 13 TDs 
Rushing: Donnel Pumphrey, 309 att., 1,653 yds.. 17 TDs 
Receiving: Donnel Pumphrey, 28 rec., 416 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Calvin Munson, 98 

Sacks: Calvin Munson, 9.5 

Interceptions: Damontae Kazee, 8 


Vegas was slow to catch on to the 
Aztecs. SDSU overachieved by 
20-plus points compared to the 
spread on five different occasions. 
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SAN JOSE STATE SPARTANS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 96 « MW WEST PREDICTION: 3 ¢ PROJECTED RECORD; 6-6, 5-3 MW 


OFFENSE ‘The Spartans return eight starters to one of the most bal- 
TEAM Inaba Bh! anced attacks in the nation, albeit one that ranked just 69th in points 
Record at School: 15-22 (3 years] per game. Quarterback Kenny Potter took control of the position as 
Career Record: 59-44 (9 yeas] | a junior-college transfer a year ago and returns for his senior season 
Offensive Coordinator: Al Borges | with a majority of his weapons back. Potter completed 67 percent of 
Defensive Coordinator: Ron English | his passes to lead the Mountain West, tossing 15 TDs and seven INTs 
San Jose, CA © Spartan Stadium (30,456) in 10 starts. Potter is a passer first who can run when necessary, as evi- 
denced by his five rushes of 30 or more yards. 
2016 SCHEDULE Potter's favorite target is back in tight end Billy Freeman, a first-team 
| All-MWC performer. Two of the three starting wide receivers also re- 
turn in Tyler Winston and Tim Crawley, and Justin Holmes replaced 


Head Coach: Ron Caragher 


Sept. 3 at Tulsa 
Sept. 10 Portland State 


Sept. 17 Utah | Winston asa starter late in the year after an injury. Crawley is an effec- 
Sept. 24 at lowa State | tive slot receiver, while Holmes may be the most talented of the group 
Oct. 1 atNew Mexico | and is poised for a breakout year. 


Oct. 8 Hawaii | Four starters return on the offensive line, with junior Nate Velichko 
Oct. 15 Nevada | moving from right tackle to left tackle. Velichko and left 
Oct. 22 at San Diego State | guard Jeremiah Kolone are all-league candidates who are 


Oct. 29 UNLV | solid in both the run and pass game. 
_ 4 si State Running back is the biggest question on offense, as San 
ri 04 a State | Jose State's career all-purpose yardage leader Tyler Ervin has 
: | graduated. Thomas Tucker is the leading candidate to re- 
} place him, but Malik Roberson, Jarrod Lawson and Zamore 


DEPTH CHART 


BILLY FREEMAN 


“They replaced their defensive staff so they need 
to improve there, but their offense was pretty 
good. They have an outstanding scheme.” 


— An opposing MW assistant coach 


2015 RESULTS Zigler will all be given a shot in what could develop as a OFFENSE (8) 
FINAL RECORD: 6-7, 4-4 | committee situation. WR_ 9 Justin Holmes (So.) 
Sept. 3 New Hampshire  W 43-13 | DEFENSE Like the offense, San Jose State returns alot of | WR 2 TimCrawley (Sr.} 
Sept. 12 at Air Force L 16-37 | experience on the defensive side of the ball, which enjoyed WR 15 Tyler Winston (Sr. 
Sept. 19 at Oregon State L 21-36 | modest improvement in 2015. New defensive coordinator LT 75, Wate Velicho UX.) 
Sept. 26 Fresno State W 49-23 | . P 4 : : a LG 62 Jeremiah Kolone (Jr.) 
Oct \ 4 at Agburn L135 | Ron English has an entirely new staff, and its goal will be to C 68 Keoni Taylor (Jr.) 
Oct. 10 at UNLV fot) W 38-77 | shore up a run defense that has ranked 102nd and 119th the | pg 74 Chris Gonzalez (Jr,) 
Oct. 17 San Diego State 7-30 | last two seasons. RT 77 Evan Sarver (Sr.) 
Oct, 24 New Mexico 31-21 | The unit’s strength is at linebacker, where second-team All- | TE 18 Billy Freeman (Sr.) 
Nov. 6 BYU 16-17 | MWC Christian Tago and Frank Ginda both return. Tago | 9B 5 Kenny Potter (Sr.) 
Thomas Tucker (Jr.] 


W 
L 
W 
L 
Nov. 14 atNevada ot) L_ 34-37 led the Spartans in tackles by a wide margin and will be crit- | RB 3 
Nov. 21 at Hawaii W 42-23 
L 
W 


ical to the Spartans’ goal of continued improvement. Ginda | DEFENSE (7) 


Nov. 27 Boise State 23-40 was also a big playmaker in 2015 as a true freshman. Andre | DE 90 Nick Oreglia [Sr.) 
Det, 19 vs. Georgia State # 27-16 | Chachere, who started 10 games in a hybrid linebacker/safe- | DT 92 Keenan Sykes (Sr) 
i ty role, has been moved to cornerback and will play with new | DT 59 Bryson Bridges {S0.] 
starter Dakari Monroe. Dominic Barnes, an undersized but | DE 53 Isaiah Irving (Jr.) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS | aggressive player, should fill the role vacated by Chachere. CB 4 Christian by (Sr) 
1. Cameron Alexander, DE, Los Angeles, CA) Safety Maurice McKnight, the team’s most solid tackler, will 3 FS Nes “8 rs 
2, JaQuan Blackwell, WR, Petis,CA | anchor a secondary that ranked 39th in the nation in oppos- apelcdiey 
4. Blake Wal | : CB 21 Andre Chachere (Jr.) 
. Blake Walls, LB, Gardena, CA | ing passer rating. i 
in ; S 24 Dominic Barnes (Sr.) 
5 Jaelen Lewis, OT, Antelope, CA The defensive line returns three starters, with Bryson S 39 Jeremy Kelly (So, 
5. ADarrus Wilson, WR, Inglewood, CA | Bridges moving from a reserve role at defensive tackle into S 10 Maurice McKnight (Jr.) 
6. Adam Heigis, OT. Orange, CA | the starting spot after a nice freshman season. 
| SPECIAL TEAMS 
7. William Humphreys, TE, Malibu,CA | SPECIALISTS P Michael Carri ae 
8. Cameron Smith, WR, Corona, CA | UQTSE © VHCDASE anZOsa: “EDOYEC! AD K 38 Bryce Crawford [S0.] 


P17 


9. Montel Aaron, OB, Antelope, CA | outstanding season for the Spartans 4 and has a shot at 

10. Mikey Grandy, 0G, Pato Alto, CA | All-America honors. Placekicking was inconsistent last sea- 

| son as the team finished 11-of-19 on field goals with three 

missed extra points. Bryce Crawford will take over this year 

2015 RANKINGS | after going 1-of-2 on field goals and 6-of-7 on extra points in spot duty 

OFFENSE PERGAME MW NATIONAL | When Austin Lopez struggled. Ervin must be replaced as the punt and 
Scoring 27.9 ppg 8 67 | kick returner, where he excelled. 


Resting, 1027999 | FINAL ANALYSIS San Jose State improved from 3-9 to 6-7 last 


Passi : 
seg 60 season, and another slight improvement should be on the way. Ifa 


Total 404.6 ypg : . ae Fe 
SIGeE > VERO running back emerges behind a strong offensive line, the 


NATIONAL 


102 | game. Defensively, stopping the run and getting some pres- 

2 sure on the quarterback will be keys for the new staff on 
44 that side of the ball. If those two things happen, look for 
the Spartans to enjoy back-to-back bowl trips for the first 
99 | time since 1986-87. 


Rushing 200.8 ypg 
Passing 187.8 ypg 
Total 358.5 ypg 
TOMARGIN PER GAME 

§ 0.38 
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8 
3 
5 
Scoring 27.2 ppg 64 offense will put up enough points to be in almost every [Ry wees. 
7 
1 
5 
MW 
9 


Michael Carrizosa (Jr.) 


8 Rahshead Johnson (So.) 
14 Tre Hartley (So.) 

84 Bailey Gaither (Fr.) 

76 Kyle Wright (Sr.) 

66 Dominic Fredickson (Fr.) 
60 Michael Talafus (Sr.] 
50. Nick Diaz (Sr.) 

79 Troy Kowalski (Fr.) 

89. Josh Oliver {So.) 

Sam Allen (So.) 

20 Malik Roberson (So.} 


a 


91 Lukas Hendricks (Fr.) 
43 Mikal Berry Jr.) 

63 Travis Miller (Jr.) 

94 Eugene Taylor (Sr.) 
44 Mark Amann (Sr.} 
29 Will Ossai (Jr.) 

3. Jermaine Kelly (Jr.) 
25 Chandler Hawkins (So.) 
7 David Williams (So.) 
23 Trevon Bierria (Fr.) 
17 Chad Miller (So.) 


KR 3 Thomas Tucker (Jr.) 
PR 2 TimCrawley (Sr) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


Passing: Kenny Potter, 270-182-1,984-7, 15 TDs 
Rushing: Kenny Potter, 114 att., 415 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Billy Freeman, 48 rec., 586 yds., 6 TDs 
Tackles: Christian Tago, 125 

Sacks: Eugene Taylor, 3.0 

Interceptions: Andre Chachere, 2 


Per 247Sports, SJSU’s signing 
classes have ranked in the MW 
top 5 for three straight years. Only 
Boise State and SDSU can match. 


lics 


State Athle 


San Jase 


UNLV Athletics 


UNLV REBELS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 106 * MW WEST PREDICTION: 4 * PROJECTED RECORD: 4-8, 2-6 MW 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Second-year UNLV coach Tony Sanchez has plenty of 


' talented options to replace Blake Decker, who started the majority of 
Head Coach: Tony Sanchez | the past two seasons at quarterback. Junior Kurt Palandech returns af- 
behing al | ter passing for nine touchdowns and running for 293 yards and four 
Offensive pire Barney Cotton | More scores as Decker’s backup. He will enter the fall in a stiff battle 
Defensive Coordinator: Kent Baer | with Johnny Stanton, a first-team junior-college All-American who 
Las Vegas, NV © Sam Boyd Stadium (36,900) © began his career at Nebraska, where he played for Rebel offensive co- 
ordinator Barney Cotton. And Sanchez says he will also give four-star 
2016 SCHEDULE recruit Armani Rogers, who switched to UNLV after initially commit- 
Sept. 1 Jackson State | ting to Cal prior to his senior year, a strong look in fall camp as well. 
Sept 10 atUCLA Whoever earns the starting nod at quarterback will have a solid group 
Sept. 17 at Central Michigan of skill players with which to work led by explosive sophomore run- 


Sept. 24 Idaho | ning back Lexington Thomas. A deep group of wide receivers is led 

Oct. 1 Fresno State by juniors Devonte Boyd and 6'4" Kendal Keys, one of the stars of 

Oct. 8 atSan Diego State | spring practice, along with redshirt freshman Darren Woods Jr. and 

Oct. 15 at Hawaii | sophomore Brandon Presley. And-tight end, once a glaring gamma 

Oct. 22 Colorado State weakness, now is a potential strength thanks to the devel- We oe 

Oct. 29 at San Jose State opment of senior Andrew Price and the addition of two ju- [iiaaae 

Rove. 12 Wyoming nior-college standouts. competitive in pr 

Nov. 18 at Boise State Th «ek : A 1g MW as t coach 

e offensive line, which allowed 33 sacks, returns three : 
Nov. 26 Nevada 2 ; : : Meme 
starters and is led by senior center Will Kreitler and junior 
left tackle Kyle Saxelid, who has added 25 much-needed DEPTH CHART 

2015 RESULTS pounds to his wiry 6'7" frame. OFFENSE (6) 

FINAL RECORD: 3-9, 2-6 DEFENSE ‘The line, led by senior end Jeremiah Valoaga and | WR 83 DevonteBoyd(Jr.) 80. Brandon Presley (So. 
Sept. 5 atNorthern Ilinois 30-38 | junior tackle Mike Hughes, appeared to be much-improved WR 10 Darren Woods J. (Ft) Mekhi —_ ‘ 
Sept. 12 UCLA | 3-37 | in spring practice but still must be considered a major ques- WR 66 Kendal Keys Ur.) Andre Collins Jr. [Fr 

‘te he : é LT 76 Kyle Saxelid (Jr.) 66 Charles Howard [Sr.) 

Sept. 19 at Michigan L 7-28 | tion mark for the base 4-3 defense. Sanchez is hoping an- | j¢ 4, Chris Lopez (ir) 77. Michael Chevalier Ut) 
e a = ¥ a | other year in the weight room combined with a solid recruit- C 58 Will Kreitler (Sr.) 63 J’Ondray Sanders Ur) 
tS at hevata ‘| ing class will improve a unit that was simply overpowered at | Rg 78. Justin Polu (Fr) Julio Garcia I (Fr. 
a u San Jose State (ot) L a | times, allowing an astonishing $00 yards after first contact | RT 64 Nathan Jacobson ($0. Jaron Caldwell (Fr) 
et 16: at bream Slate at and an average of 5.7 yards per carry. TE 88 Andrew Price (Sr.] 9 Trevor Kanteman (Jr.] 


L 
ae aI Baise State L ae | All three linebackers return, including seniors Tau Lotule- | QB 4 Johnny Stanton [Ur] 14 Kurt Palandech Ur.) 
lov. 7 Hawaii W 41-21 
L 
L 
L 


Nov. 14 at Colorada State 4649 | lei and Ryan McAleenan, both of whom sparkled at times | RB 3 Lexington Thomas (So) 28 Keith Whitely (Sr.} 
Nov. 21 San Diego State 14.52 | last season. And Sanchez expects Illinois transfer LaKeith | DEFENSE (6) 
28-36 | Walls, a fifth-year senior who had 16 tackles in 11 games | DE 94 Jeremiah Valoaga (Sr) 19 Mark Finau (Jr.) 


Nov. 28 at Wyoming 


| last season, and junior college transfer Brian Keyes to both | DT 99 Mike Hughes [Jr.) 95. Jason Fao Ur.) 
become impact players. DT 42 Salanoa-Alo Wily (So.) 97 Dominic Baldwin (Sr.) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS | The secondary has the potential to be the strength of the | DE 87 Antonio Zepeda (Jr) 91 Tui Matoata (Sr. 
1. Armani Rogers, OB, Los Angeles, CA SLB 23 Matt Lea (Jr) LaKeith Walls (Sr.} 


| defense. Starting corners Torry McTyer and Tim Hough 
both return and will be joined by highly touted junior college 
transfer Robert Jackson. The Rebels must replace four-year 


2. Johnny Stanton, OB, 
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA* 
3, David Tate Jr., LB, Fresno, CA 


MLB 56 RyanMcAleenan(Sr.) 5 Brian Keyes (Jr) 
WLB 55 Tau Lotulelei (Sr.) 48 Bailey Laotagi (So.) 
CB 4 Torry McTyer (Sr.) 13 Tim Hough (So.) 


4, Charles Williams, RB, Fresno, CA starter Peni Vea at safety, but seniors Kenny Keys and Troy CB 24 Robert Jackson (Ir) 21 Darius Mouton (So.) 

6, Andre Collins Jr, WR, Hacienda Heights, CA | Hawthorne provide experience. SS 11 Troy Hawthorne (Sr) 33. Dalton Baker (So.) 

6, Tim Holt, TE, Yorba Linda, CA* | SPECIALISTS Senior Nicolai Bornand, who has twice | FS 44 Kenny Keys (Sr) 17. Evan Austeie (Fr) 

7. Mekhi Stevenson, WR, Lemon Grove, CA earned Mountain West Special Teams Player of the Week | SPECIAL TEAMS 

8. Level Tatum Ill, DL, Fresno, CA | honors in his career and kicked a school-record-tying K 40 Nicolai Bornand{S:] KR 3 Lexington Thomas (So.} 
9. Robert Jackson, DB, Fort Myers, FL* 54-yarder, returns to handle placekicking duties. The Reb- P 30 Evan Pantels (So. PR 80 Brandon Presley (So.) 
10. Julio Garcia Il, OL, Las Vegas, NV | els must replace steady three-year starter Logan Yunker at BOLD indicates returning starter 


*junior college transfer | punter. Sophomore Evan Pantels averaged 39.3 yards last 
| season at Georgia Military Academy. The former Georgia RETURNING LEADERS 
2015 RANKINGS | State signee will focus on punting duties in the fall and but can also _| passing: kurt Palandech, 152-75-794-5, 9 TDs 
OFFENSE = PERGAME = MW NATIONAL | handle placekicking and kickoff duties if needed. Rushing: Keith Whitely, 152 att., 711 yds., 3 TDs 
a ho mt FINAL ANALYSIS Sanchez brought some much-needed enthusiasm _ | Receiving: Devonte Boyd, 54 rec., 904 yds., 7 TDs 
Passe 14 ae 77, and discipline to the program in his first year after directing nearby See alts 8 
Total 405.1 vg 59 Bishop Gorman High School to its first mythical national prep cham- aciosieni- Te toch 
. vent ate : ptions: Tim Hough, 

ey pionship. A 3-9 finish might not seem like much to get ex- 
Scoring 33.7 ppg | cited about, but it marked just the fourth time in 12 seasons 
Rushing 217.5 ypg 111 | that UNLV topped the two-win mark in a season. Sanchez Per 267Sports, UNLV’ 2016 
Passing 239-8 pq 87 is hopeful that one of the top-ranked recruiting classes in aud Ee S, Ged ainee 
Total 457.3 ypq 110 school history, which included seven midyear juco signees Gaicen ake ee E ‘ tf 5 4 
Ee > and a program-record 10 recruits rated three stars or better, kia : fs Cus ai ce af a e 

+h 0.33 47 | Will be enough to get the team over the hump and back to a igher than seventh since 2007. 

bowl game for just the second time since 2000. 


— = 
=~ nape wo; a a | 
= 
r—J 
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PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 
NORTH — SOUTH 


WASHINGTON UCLA 
HUSKIES BRUINS 
10-3, 6-3 PAC-12 9-4, 7-2 PAC-12 
STANFORD 

TROJAN 
9-3, 6-8 PAC-12 B-4, 6-3 PAC-12 
OREGON UTAH 
DUCKS UTES 
8-4, 5-4 PAC-12 B-4, 6-4 PAC-12 
WASHINGTON STATE ARIZONA STATE 
COUGARS SUN DEVILS 
8-4, 6-4 PAC-1 6-6, 4-6 PAC-12 
CALIFORNIA ARIZONA 
GOLDEN BEARS WILDCATS 
6-6, 3-6 PAC-12 6-6, 4-5 PAC-12 
OREGON STATE COLORADO 
BEAVERS BUFFALOES 
2-10, 1-8 PAC-12 6-8, 2-7 PAC-12 


PAC-12 CHAMPIONSHIP GAME: WASHINGTON OVER UCLA 
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2015 BOWL RESULTS 


Rose Bowl: Stanford 45, lowa 16 
Alamo Bowl: TCU 47, Oregon 41 (3 ot] 
Holiday Bowl: Wisconsin 23, USC 21 
Las Vegas Bowl: Utah 35, BYU 28 
Cactus Bowl: West Virginia 43, Arizona State 42 
Foster Farms Bowl; Nebraska 37, UCLA 29 
Sun Bowl: Washington State 20, Miami [Fla.} 14 
Armed Forces Bowl: California 55, Air Force 36 
Heart Of Dallas Bowl: Washington 44, Southern Miss 31 
New Mexico Bowl: Arizona 45, New Mexico 37 


2016 BOWL PROJECTIONS 


Rose Bowl: Washington vs. Michigan 
Alamo Bowl: Stanford vs. Baylor 
Holiday Bowl: UCLA vs. Penn State 
Foster Farms Bowl: USC vs. Northwestern 
Las Vegas Bowl: Oregon vs. Boise State 
Cactus Bowl: Washington State vs. Texas 
Sun Bowl: Utah vs. NC State 
independence Bowl: Arizona State vs. Wake Forest 
Arizona Bowl: Arizona vs. Utah State 


NORTH 


STANFORD 8-1 
OREGON 7-2 
WASHINGTON STATE 6-3 
CALIFORNIA 4-5 
WASHINGTON 4-5 


OREGON STATE 


0-9 


USC 


UCLA 


. Stanford 
. Arizona State 


Oregon 


. Washington 


Utah 
Cal 


. Arizona 

. Oregon State 

. Washington State 
. Colorado 


PAC-12 OVERALL 


12-2 USC 

0-4 UTAH 

9-4 UCLA 

8-5 ARIZONA STATE 

1-6 ARIZONA 

2-10 COLORADO 
Sue ee 
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9 8 1 
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6-3 
5-4 
4-5 
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Josh Rosen 


So. UCLA 

Royce Freeman 5-11 230 Jr. Oregon 
Myles Gaskin 5-10 193 So. Washington 
Gabe Marks 6-0 188 Sr. Washington State 
JuJu Smith-Schuster 6-2 215 Jr USC 
Dalton Schultz 6-6 240 So. Stanford 
Riley Sorenson 6-4 327 Sr. Washington State 
Zach Banner 6-9 360 Sr. USC 
Tyrell Crosby 6-5 310 = Jr. Oregon 
J.J. Dielman 6-5 300 Sr. Utah 
Conor McDermott 6-9 310 Sr. UCLA 
Christian McCaffrey 6-0 202 Jr. Stanford 
Kylie Fitts 6-4 265 Sr. Utah 
Lowell Lotulelei 6-2 310 Jr Utah 
SolomonThomas 6-3 275 So. Stanford 
Eddie Vanderdoes 6-3 305 Sr. UCLA 
Salamo Fiso 6-0 230 Sr. Arizona State 
Cameron Smith 6-2 245 So. USC 
Azeem Victor 6-3 227 Jr. Washington 
Adoree’ Jackson 5-11 185 Jr. USC 
Sidney Jones 6-0 180 Jr. Washington 
Budda Baker 5-10 184 Jr. Washington 
Marcus Williams 6-1 196 Jr. Utah 
Andy Phillips 5-10 210 Sr. Utah 
Matt Haack 6-1 199 Sr. Arizona State 
Christian McCaffrey 6-0 202 Jr. Stanford 
Dante Pettis 6-1 187 Jr. Washington 
Luke Falk 6-4 214 Jr. Washington State 
Ronald Jones 6-0 185 So. USC 
Demario Richard 5-10 220 Jr. Arizona State 
Darren Carrington 6-2 195 Jr. Oregon 
Michael Rector 6-1 185 Sr. Stanford 
Darrell Daniels 6-4 237 Sr. Washington 
Toa Lobendahn 6-3 290 Jr. USC 
Trey Adams 6-8 306 So. Washington 
Isaac Asiata 6-3 323 Sr. Utah 
Johnny Caspers 6-4 296 Sr. Stanford 
Chad Wheeler 6-7 280 Sr. USC 
Charles Nelson 5-8 170 Jr. Oregon 
Hunter Dimick 6-3 272 Sr. Utah 
Hercules Mataafa 6-2 245 So. Washington State 
Elijah Qualls 6-1 321 Jr. Washington 
JoJo Wicker 6-3 275 So. Arizona State 
Peter Kalambayi 6-3 245 Jr. Stanford 
Peyton Pelluer 6-0 229 Jr. Washington State 
Christian Sam 6-1 240 Jr. Arizona State 
Chidobe Awuzie 6-0 205 Sr. Colorado 
Iman Marshall 6-2 200 So. USC 
Randall Goforth 5-10 190 Sr. UCLA 
Jaleel Wadood 5-10 175 Jr. UCLA 
Aidan Schneider 6-4 235 Jr. Oregon 
Nick Porebski 5-10 198 Jr. Oregon State 
Tim White 5-11 185 Sr. Arizona State 
Adoree’ Jackson 5-11 185 Jr USC 
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Go CALIFORNIA GOLDEN BEARS | £L 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 49 * PAC-12 NORTH PREDICTION: 5 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 3-6 Pac-12 = 


Head Coach: Sonny Dykes 

Record at School: 14-23 (3 years) 
Career Record: 34-38 (4 years} 
Offensive Coordinator: Jake Spavital 
Defensive Coordinator: Art Kaufman 
Berkeley, CA « Memorial Stadium (62,447) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Aug. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


vs, Hawaii # 
at San Diego State 
Texas 
at Arizona State 
Utah 
at Oregon State 
Oregon 
at USC 
Washington 
at Washington State 
Stanford 
UCLA 

Sydney, Australia 


2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: 8-5, 4-5 


Sept. 5 Grambling W 73-14 
Sept. 12 San Diego State W 35-7 
Sept. 19 at Texas W 45-44 
Sept. 26 at Washington W 30-24 
Oct. 3 Washington State W 934-28 
Oct. 10 at Utah L 24-30 
Oct. 22 at UCLA L 24-40 
Oct. 31 USC L 21-27 
Nov. 7 at Oregon L 28-44 
Nov. 14 Oregon State W 54-24 
Nov. 21 at Stanford L 22-36 
Nov. 28 Arizona State W 48-46 | 
Dec. 29 vs, Air Force # W 55-36 | 

fikmed Forces Bow | 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Melquise Stovall, WR, Lancaster, CA 
2. Max Gilliam, OB, Thousand Oaks, CA 
3. Jordan Duncan, WR, Hattiesburg, MS 
4, Victor Viramontes, OB, Norco, CA 

5. Nygel Edmonds, CB, Atlanta, GA 

6. Daniel Juarez, OT, Corona, CA 

7. Zion Echols, RB, Covina, CA 

8. Dwayne Wallace, 06, Riverside, CA 
9. Traveon Beck, CB, Bellflower, CA 
10. Drew Kobayashi, WR, Honolulu, HI 


2015 RANKINGS 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Quarterback is the big unknown for the Bears with de- 


| among the frontrunners to win the job. The Bears began spring practice 


_ his team will be diminished this season following the departure of star 
| quarterback Goff and his receiving corps. But he isn’t lowering the bar 


| which jumped from 3-9 in 2014 to 9-4 a year ago, and says, 


OFFENSE = PERGAME =PAC-12_—- RATIONAL 
Scoring 37.9 ppg = 2 7 
Rushing 152.8ypg 11 92 
Passing 376.3ypg = 2 3 
Total 529.2ypq 2 8 
DEFENSE  PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL | 
Scoring 30.7 ppg 8 8 | 
Rushing 209.8ypg 11 106 | 
Passing 243.9 ypg = b ya | 
Total 453.7 ypg = 8 109 | 
TOMARGIN PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL | 
+4 +0310 5 39; «| 


seen gradual progress after inheriting one of the nation’s | WR 6 Chad Hansen Jr) 6 Carlos Strickland (Fr.) 
worst defenses when he arrived in 2014. The Bears allowed | WR 88 Patrick Worstelt Sr.) 7 Vic Wharton III So.) 
45.9 points per game in ’13, then improved to 39.8 in’14 | WR | Melquise Stovall (Fr) 13. Greyson Bankhead (Fr. 
| and 30.7 last season. “Last year was better — wasn’t where WR ; Ks ea (So, : ae Le i 
we wanted it to be,” says Kaufman, who has five starters back 7 i age : shy o: Soe Menall 28, 
o yo (Jr.) Jeremiah Stuckey (Sr.} 
from 2015 and greater depth almost everywhere. “Defen- | ¢ 57 Addison Ooms (So) §5 Dominic Granado (Sr. 


Kaufman believes the line will be stronger, led up front by | RT 64 Steven Moore (Sr.) 72. Kam Bennett (So.) 
tackle James Looney and end DeVante Wilson. Mostly, the | QB 14 Chase Forrest (So.) 3 Ross Bowers [Fr.) 
Bears have developed greater numbers of capable players. | RB 5 Tre Watson (Jr.) 23: Vie Enwere (Jr.) 

| “You can't afford to have one-and-a-half at any position. DEFENSE (5) 
You've got to be two-deep, plus,” Kaufman says. The line- DE 95 DeVante Wilson (Sr.) 44 Zeandae Johnson (Fr.) 
backing corps, however, took a huge hit when star Hardy | DT 97 Tony Mekari (Jr) 92 Marcus Manley (Sr.) 
Nickerson announced in late April that he was transferring | DT 9 James Looney (Jr.) 93 Luc Bequette (Fr.) 
to Illinois to play his final season for his father, the Fighting | DE 33 Noah Westerfield (J) 51. Cameron Saffte (So.} 
{llinva newidatensive coordinates. OLB 7 Aisea Tongilava (So.) 11 Hamilton Anoa’i [Jr.) 


slot, opposite returning starter Darius Allensworth. One or lor 4 en eae are : ae dglaat Un) 
f five incoming DBs could fill that void. The status | CB ,? farlus#llensworth Ui arena 
Mase due : CB 15 Antoine Albert (Sr.) 23 Malik Psalms [Fr.) 
of senior Damariay Drew, expected to anchor the defense | 5 79 Khari Vanderbilt (Sr) 27 Damariay Drew (Sr.) 
| from his strong safety spot, is unclear after he had left knee | Fs 21 Evan Rambo (So.) 2 Griffin Piatt (Sr.) 


Se tg oS 


parted star Jared Goff’s backups from each of the past three seasons 


with five candidates hoping to fill the biggest shoes on campus, and 
the winner may not be determined until a week or two into fall camp. 

Make no mistake: Cal won't line up this fall with a quarterback as 
polished or productive as Goff, who passed for 12,195 yards and 96 
touchdowns in three seasons. But coach Sonny Dykes and new often- 
sive coordinator Jake Spavital like the potential and versatility of the 
candidate pool, starting with third-year sophomore Chase Forrest, the 
backup in 2015, “He’s an emotionally mature guy,” Dykes says. “That 
steadiness is really important.” Also in the mix: redshirt freshman Ross 
Bowers, junior Luke Rubenzer and senior Zach Kline, back on campus 
after transferring out two years ago. 

The new QB will operate behind a line with four returning starters. 
“Tt’s huge, especially for young quarterbacks,” Spavital says of 
the experience up front. Running backs Tre Watson, Khalfani 
Muhammad and Vic Enwere each rushed for more than 500 
yards last fall, and the Bears expect to use a committee ap- 
proach again. Gone are six receivers who totaled 265 catches 
for 3,878 yards and 38 TDs last season. Replacing them is a 
group of nearly a dozen that brings size, speed and versatility. 


DEFENSE Defensive coordinator Art Kaufman has over- 


TRE WATSON 


“They'll struggle, | think. They've got a proven 
offensive system, but the quarterback they lost 
was unbelievable.” 


—Ano 


OFFENSE (3) 


sively, it’s time to make another jump.” 


Dwayne Wallace (Jr.) 58 Semisi Uluave (So) 


MLB 1 Devante Downs (Jr.) Jordan Kunaszyk (So.} 


‘The biggest hole on defense is at the second cornerback 


surgery for an injury he sustained in spring camp. 
SPECIALISTS Matt Anderson was a pleasant surprise at 
placekicker last season, converting 18-of-21 field goals with 
just one miss inside 40 yards. Sophomore Dylan Klumph, 
at 6'3", 230 pounds, won the punting job with a strong per- 
formance in spring ball. The Bears hope to get more punch 
from a return game that was anemic last season. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Dykes understands that outside expectations for 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 9 Matt Anderson (Jr.) 
P 42 Dylan Klumph (So.) 


KR 29 Khalfani Muhammad (Sr.] 
PR 7 Vic Wharton Ill (So.) 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Chase Forrest, 18-10-162-1, 1 TD 
Rushing: Khalfani Muhammad, 87 att., 586 yds., 1 TD 
Receiving: Chad Hansen, 19 rec., 249 yds, 1 10 
Tackles: Demariay Drew, 71 

Sacks: Cameron Walker, 2.0 

Interceptions: Three players tied with 2 


STAT CORNER 


after the Bears posted an 8-5 record and a bowl victory in his third 
season. He considers the performance of Washington State, 


“We're hoping we can be next year’s surprise team and con- 
tinue to progress without having to take a step backward.” 
If the offensive line is as good as Dykes hopes, a compe- 
tent quarterback emerges and the defense continues to make 
progress, perhaps the Bears can avoid taking a step back. 
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percent of its passing yards with 
Jared Goff's departure, but also 
86.6 percent of its receiving 
yards, fourth-most in FBS. 


Cal must replace not only 96.7 
86.6 


AP 


OREGON BUCKS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 24 ¢ PAC-12 NORTH PREDICTION: 3 ¢ PROJECTED RECORD: 8-4, 5-4 Pac-12 


TEAM INFORMATION| OFFENSE For the second straight season, the Ducks will rely on 


an FCS graduate transfer at quarterback, this time Montana State 
Head Coach: Mark Helfrich All-American Dakota Prukop. He doesn’t have the same magic as a 
Record at School: 33-813 years playmaker through the air as predecessor Vernon Adams, but at the 
Career Record: 33-8 (3 years) 

: ; , FCS level Prukop rushed for 1,763 yards and 24 touchdowns, a dy- 
Offensive Coordinator: Matt Lubick : ares : : Sa 
Defensive Coordinator: Brady Hoke namic Adams didn’t provide. Coaches also hope they've re-established 
Eugene, OR « Autzen Stadium (54,000) | a developmental pipeline that broke down the last two years. Both 

| 2015 recruit Travis Jonsen and 2016 signee Terry Wilson showed 


2016 SCHEDULE promise in spring drills, getting reps ahead of returning veterans Jeff 


Lockie and Taylor Alie. 


sept, 3 U0 Das Running back Royce Freeman deserves to be mentioned with the rest 
Sept. 10 Virginia , eh at ee : ee 
| of college football’s outstanding junior running backs such as Christian 
Sept. 17 at Nebraska | : 
Sept. 24 Colorado McCaffrey, Leonard Fournette and Dalvin Cook. Freeman has a shot 
Oct. 1 at Washington State at surpassing 5,000 yards for his career this season. 
Oct. 8 Washington The receiving corps lost Bralon Addison to the draft, but junior | ROYCE FREEMAN ® 
Oct. 21 at California Charles Nelson is probably even more dynamic, and the plan gage 2 
Oct. 29 Arizona State | is for him to play offense full-time after starting at safety late oa on transters from See ke preity. 
Nov. 5 atUSC in 2015. Darren Carrington is another big-time playmaker, Baie Be sacle Tess iy you SAI EgE 
Nov. 12 Stanford and tight end Pharaoh Brown looks ready to return from a [igaialiaaiaialallaieia eid sella 
on te : a ay devastating knee injury suffered in 2014. — An opposing Pac-12 assistant coach 


‘The offensive line will rebuild around senior guard Camer- 
on Hunt and junior tackle Tyrell Crosby, who moved to the 
left side in the spring. The Ducks signed a graduate trans- 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (4) 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 9-4, 7-2 fer, Zac Morgan of Dayton, to compete at right tackle, and | wR 88 Dwayne Stanford (Sr) 13 Devon Allen Ur.) 

Sept. 5 Easter Washington W 61-42 | redshirt freshman Jake Hanson is a promising young center, | WR_ 4 Charles Nelson [Jr] 33. Kirk Merritt (So.] 

Sept. 12 at Michigan State 28-31 DEFENSE Gone is the 3-4, two-gap defense Oregon has | WR 7 Darren Carrington (,) 15 Jalen Brown (So.} 

Sept. 19 Georgia State W 61-28 played since 2009. New coordinator Brady Hoke installed LT 73. Tyrell C sasey Ur.) 6G "Brady Billa (Fc) 

Sep ek Visi L 20-62 | 4 4-3, one-gap package, and the predominant word in the | ‘6 /* 4aePisarck an Bh Stace toot le 

Oct. 3 atColorado Wage |? 8 P passe P C 55 Jake Hanson (Fr.) 75. Zach Okun (Fr.) 

Oct. 10 Washington State (ot) L 38-45 | “Buns ged el ae ‘ - RG 78 Cameron Hunt(Sr.) 57 Doug Brenner (Jr.) 

Oct. 17 at Washington W 2-20 We will attack,” senior defensive end TJ. Daniel says. | RT 70 Zac Morgan (Sr) 54 Calvin Throckmorton (Fr) 

Oct. 29 atArizona State {ot} W 61-85 | We've got one-gap responsibility, and we're gonna go fast.” TE 85 Pharaoh Brown (Sr.} 81 Evan Baylis (Sr.) 

Nov. 7. California W 46-28 The Ducks don’t appear to have another Arik Armstead | QB 9 Dakota Prukop [Sr] 11 Travis Jonsen (Fr.) 

Nov. 14 at Stanford W 38-36 | or DeForest Buckner up front, but junior Henry Mondeaux | RB 21 RoyceFreeman(Jr.) 2? Kani Benoit Ur.) 

Nov. 21 USC W 48-28 | has a relentless motor and can play tackle or end. Hoke was DEFENSE (4) 

Nov. 27 Oregon State W 2-42 | hired to replace Don Pellum, who was reassigned to his pre- | pe 91 TJ, Daniel (Sr) 97. Jalen Jelks (So. 

Jan, 2 vs. TCU # lo] L 41-47 | vious role focusing on linebackers. The unit slipped during | pT 92 Henry Mondeaux(Jr.) 99 Canton Kaumatule (So.) 
fNamo bot his two years splitting time as coordinator, and he'll try to DT 47 Rex Manu [So.} 50 Austin Maloata Ur.) 

TOP 10 RECRUITS get the linebackers on track with a boost from former junior DE 8 Torrodney Prevot (Sr) nN Justin Hollins (So.} 

: i E college teammates A.J. Hotchkins and Jonah Moi. LB 78 Johnny Ragin UWS.) 54 De'Quan McDowell (Sr. 

1. Dillon Mitchell, WR, Memphis, TN ‘The secondary returns essentially intact, a good news/bad LB 55 AJ. Hotchkins (Jr) 46 Danny Mattingly (Jr) 

2. Tristen Wallace, TE, DeSoto, m™ news proposition after allowing more than 300 passing yards 3 ona Hal Ue) 16 Janine Sein Ur) 

4. Bryson Young, DE, Clovis, CA yame last season. Cornerback Arrion Springs and safe CB 2 ei ati td 1 pn eae (So 

4. Lamar Winston, LB, Portland, OR De ae bi 1 ki h P ie A i ae CB 1 Arrion Springs (Jr.) 12 Chris Seisay (Jr.) 

5. Brady Breeze, S, Portland, OR Tyree Robinson are looking to prove themselves as reliable S 2 TyreeRobinson(Jr.) 43 Fotu Leiato (So.) 

6, Darian Franklin, LB, Downey CA veterans, and sophomore Fotu Leiato provides an intimidat- S 8 Reggie Daniels (Sr.) 26 Khalil Oliver (So) 

7. Terry Wilson, 0B, Del City, OK | ing presence at strong safety in Hoke’s new scheme. Con- SPECIAL TEAMS 


| verted receiver Malik Lovette is a breakout candidate. 


8. Keith Simms, LB, Bethesda, MD 
9. A.J. Hotchkins, LB, Portland, OR* 
10. Cam McCormick, TE, Bend, OR 


*junior college transfer | 


2015 RANKINGS 


K 41 Aidan Schneider (Jr.) 
P 38 lan Wheeler (Jr.) 


KR 6 Charles Nelson (Jr) 
PR 6 Charles Nelson [Ur.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing; Jeff Lockie, 99-61-580-4, 5 TDs 


| SPECIALISTS A year after improbably winning the place- 
| kicking job as a walk-on true freshman, Aidan Schneider 
| earned first-team all-Pac-12 honors in 2015 — and a schol- 
arship. He doesn’t have a huge leg, but Schneider was 22-of- 
24 on field goals as a sophomore, and made all 67 of his extra-point 


OFFENSE © PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL | attempts. Punter lan Wheeler, another guy who joined the Ducks as _| Rushing: Royce Freeman, 283 att., 1,836 yds., 17 TOs 

Scoring 43.0 ppg 5 a walk-on, hasn’t been as consistent the last two years. Among the re- | Receiving: Darren Carrington, 32 rec., 609 yds., 6 TDs 

Rushing 279.9 ypg 5 turners, Nelson could be the top option on both kicks and punts. Tackles: Tyree Robinson, 64 

ae BAAS. a FINALANALYSIS ‘The Ducks missed Marcus Mariota, Hroniss Gra- Sacks: Henry Mondeo, $f 

otal 538.2 ypq 5 Interceptions: jyree Robinson, 3 

aie SEA ET Mee]. 2 and Ifo Ekpre-Olomu last season more than they even 

Scoring 37.5 ppg 12 16 | imagined. They need Prukop to make as seamless a transi- 

Rushing 178.8ypg 6 73 tion as Adams did, and for Hoke to quickly solidify a de- Cyredan averaged a Reahy 12: 

Passing 306.5ypg 11 126 fense that ranked among the nation’s worst in 2015. “We g g fed Male 

Total 485.3ypq 12 7 just needed a new direction,” head coach Mark Helfrich said yards PETS Pay ot irst down h 

TOMARGIN” PERGAME Paci? Marion, © UPO? hiring Hoke. Entering 2016, just which direction Ore- (sixth in FBS). Unfortunately, the 
45 0383 34 | gon’s program is headed was very much unclear. defense allowed 6.4 (102nd). 
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> OREGON STATE BEAVERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 90 * PAC-12 NORTH PREDICTION: 6 * PROJECTED RECORD: 2-10, 1-8 Pac-12 


OFFENSE Oregon State hopes to make a vast improvement in 2016 

TEAM INFORMATION after ranking 115th nationally in scoring offense with only 19.0 points 
is per game. The first step would be better quarterback play after a tumul- 
richer bs ne | tuous carousel last season saw Seth Collins, Nick Mitchell and Marcus 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: Kevin McGiven, _ McMaryion all make at least one start and combine to rank 116th na- 
TJ. Woods | tionally in passing offense (159.1 ypg) and 121st in quarterback rating 
Defensive Coordinator: Kevin Clune (96.9). Now, Utah State transfer Darell Garretson has officially joined 
Corvallis, OR © Reser Stadium (45,674) _ the fold after tallying 2,586 yards, 18 touchdowns and 10 interceptions 


Head Coach: Gary Andersen | 


in 13 games over two seasons at his former school. 
2016 SCHEDULE Collins, meanwhile, has moved to a multi-dimensional “slash” role 
Sept. 1 at Minnesota | following a bizarre offseason saga in which he announced his deci- | 
Sept. 17 Idaho State | sion to transfer before opting to return to the Beavers in the middle of 
Sept. 24 Boise State | spring practice. Collins’ explosive athleticism — which was on display 


Oct. 1 at Colorado 
Oct. 8 California 
Oct. 15 Utah 
Oct. 22 atWashington 


when he lined up at receiver, running back and quarterback in the 2015 ' 
finale against Oregon — adds another weapon to an intriguing group | VICTOR BOLDEN 
of skill players that includes 6'2", 235-pound running back 


They've got a lot of holes to fill and they better 


Oct. 29 Washington State | Ryan Nall, receivers Victor Bolden and Jordan Villamin and go recruitcorie shlll’s/ Sean's really Wari a 

Nov. 5 at Stanford | speedy running back/receiver Paul Lucas. P : 

Nov, 12 atUCLA ' Veteran Sean Harlow will anchor an offensive line that lost ijanadaialneeneenina temas 

Nov. 19 Arizona | standouts Isaac Seumalo and Josh Mitchell but returns sev- — An opposing Pac-12 assistant coach 
Nov. 26 Oregon | eral pieces with starting experience. 

2015 RESULTS DEFENSE Oregon State also struggled mightily on this DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 6 Victor Bolden (Sr.) 2 Hunter Jarmon Ur.) 
WR 13 Jordan Villamin(Jr.) 18 Timmy Hernandez (So.) 


side of the ball in 2015, ranking 114th nationally in scor- 
| ing defense while transitioning to a 3-4 base system. This 
Sept. 4 Weber State W 26-7 | season, the Beavers have a new coordinator in Kevin Clune 


FINAL RECORD: 2-10, 0-9 


| 
Say ae ee | after Kalani Sitake left Corvallis to take the head coaching | WR 4 SetnCalns(Se fora 
ept. an Jose State 21}: ; d 
a 5 Stanford (74.42 | job at BYU. And there are plenty of spots up for grabs, after LG 64 Fred Lavina Ur.) 61 Drew Clarkson (80. 
Det. 10 at Arizona L186 | the Beavers lost their biggest contributor at each level in de- C 65 Leo Fuimaono (J) 75, Brayden Kearsley Lr] 
Oct. 17 atWashington State L 31-52 | fensive lineman Kyle Peko (exhausted eligibility), linebacker | RE 62 Gavin Andrews (Sr 51. Kammy Delp (So.} 
Oct. 24 Colorado 13-17 | Rommel Mageo (transferred to Ole Miss) and safety Justin | RT 74 DustinStanton(Sr.) 73 Blake Brandel (Fr) 
Oct. 3) at Utah L 12-27 | Strong (transferred to Montana). TE 10 Caleb Smith (Sr 81 Noah Togiai (So, 
Nov. 7 UCLA L 0-41 | Junior college transfer Phillip Napoleon is a potential im- | QB 10 Darell Garretson Lr.) 3 Marcus McMaryion (So.) 
Nov. 14 at California L 26-56 | mediate impact player at defensive end. The secondary is full | RB 34 Ryan Nall (So.] 20 Tim Cook (Sr.] 
Nov. 21 Washington L 7-82 | of players who redshirted last season, as cornerbacks Jay Ir- | DEFENSE (4) 
Nov. 27 at Oregon L 


42-52 vine, Xavier Crawford and Shawn Wilson and safeties Jalen 
Moore and Omar Hicks-Onu will challenge returning con- 
TOP 10 RECRUITS tributors Treston Decoud, Dwayne Williams, Kendall Hill, 


DE 90 Phillip Napoleon (Jr.) 52 Sumner Houston (So.) 
DT 97 Kalani Vakameilalo (So.) David Fangupo (Jr) 
DE 95. Baker Pritchard (Jr.] 96 LaMone Williams (So.) 


1. Christian Wallace, CB, Sealy, TX | Brandon Arnold and Devin Chappell for playing time. OLB 47 Bright Ugwoeghu (So) 41. Shemar Smith (Fr. 
2. Isaac Garcia, DE/OLB, bellow, wa | _The two gems of OSU's 2016 recruiting class — safety | 'LB 35 Caleb Saulo a a dade 
3, Mason Moran, OB, Gilbert, AZ | Shurod Thompson and cornerback Christian Wallace — are | 'LB 55 Manase Hungalu Ur) Andrzej Hughes-Murray [Fc 


OLB 32 Jonathan Willis (So.] 43. Adam Soesman (So.] 
CB 14 TrestonDecoud(Sr.) 24 Jay Irvine [Fr.) 
CB 29 Dwayne Williams (So.) 17 Cyril Noland-Lewis (Sr.) 
SS 3 Brandon Amold (Jr) 25 Jalen Moore {Fr.) 


4, Hamilcar Rashed, LB, Chandler, AZ | im the back end, and the Beavers also stockpiled players at 
5, Phillip Napoleon, DE, San Diego, CA* | the hybrid defensive end/outside linebacker spot in hopes 
6. Trevon Bradford, WR, Oregon City, OR Of creating more pressure on the quarterback in 2016. Early 


7. Tyson Penn, WR, Bellevue, WA | enrollee Shemar Smith already made an impression at that FS 26 Devin Chappell (Sr.) Shurod Thompson {Fr.] 

8. Doug Taumoetau, LB, Salt Lake City, UT | SPot during spring practice. SPECIAL TEAMS 

9. Andrzej Hughes-Murray, LB, SPECIALISTS ‘The Beavers return the key contributors K 21 Garrett Owens (Jr.) KR 6 Victor Bolden (Sr. 
Federal Way, WA | on special teams. Garrett Owens made 11-of-15 field goals P 31 Nick Porebski (Jr) PR_ 88 Rahmel Dockery [Sr.] 

10. Shurod Thompson, S, Antioch, CA with a long of 50 yards last season, while Nick Porebski aver- BOLD indicates returning starter 


‘junior college transfer | aged 41.1 yards per punt with a long of 66 yards. Bolden, an 
honorable mention All-Pac-12 selection as an all-purpose 
e015 RANKINGS player a season ago, is dynamic on returns — as evidenced by his 78- 


OFFENSE PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL | yard punt return for a touchdown against Oregon. 


pte ine : v | FINALANALYSIS The Beavers should take positive steps in Year 2 of 


Passing 159.1ypg 12118 Gary Andersen's massive rebuild. But how will that progress show up 
Total 336.4 yg 12~«ON1 in the win-loss column while navigating the difficult Pac-12, where the 


dak able | F 3 ; 
a hie Bes aie Beavers have lost 21 of their last 23 contests? Oregon State’s 


Scoring 37.0 ppg.11 16. | schedule includes road dates with defending champion [Ryy\wa-Ias 


Rushing 2255ypg 12115 Stanford, upstart Washington and always-talented UCLA 
Passing 256.0 ypq 8 99 | togo along with non-conference contests at Minnesota and 
Total 481.5 ypg 11 116 | against Boise State. Even if the Beavers improve drastically 
TOMAROIN PERGAME Paci? Wanna | 7 both sides of the ball, they will likely still need a few more 


=f 03 12 97 | years before consistently competing in the Pac-12. 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Marcus McMarion, 27-67-403-3, 1 10 
Rushing: Ryan Nall, 73 att., 455 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Victor Bolden, 46 rec., 461 yds. 3 TDs 
Tackles: Caleb Saulo, 49 

Sacks: Three players tied with 2.0 
Interceptions: Five players tied with 1 


OSU averaged 5.1 yards per play 
{100th in FBS) and allowed 6.4 

{114th}. The minus-1.3 margin 

was by far the worst inthe Pac-12. « 


4 
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Peter Brouillet 


STANFORD GARDINAL 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 12 ¢ PAC-12 NORTH PREDICTION: 2 * PROJECTED RECORD: 9-3, 6-3 Pac-12 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE ‘The quarterback competition between Keller Chryst and 


' Ryan Burns will be one of the most closely watched in the country. 
cant he ey send Chryst had minimal experience last year, completing 5-of-9 passes for 
Career Record: 54-14 (5 years | 59 yards and one touchdown. Burns has attempted just one pass since 
Offensive Coordinator: Mike Bloomgen his arrival to Stanford. No doubt they are green, but they were both 
Defensive Coordinator: Lance Anderson» fOur-star recruits coming out of high school. 

Stanford, CA © Stanford Stadium (80,424) | The new quarterback will have the luxury of playing with one of the 


most dynamic playmakers in college football. Running back Christian 
2016 SCHEDULE 


McCaffrey set the NCAA single-season all-purpose record last season 


Sept. 2 Kansas State | with 3,864 total yards, including a school-record 2,109 on the ground. 
Sept. 17 USC | McCaffrey will get plenty of touches — he also caught a team-high 
Sept. 24 at UCLA | 45 passes — but there are other weapons to keep an eye on, including 
Sept. 30 at Washington | wide receivers Michael Rector and Francis Owusu. Plus, Stanford has 
Oct. 8 Washington State | fancied itself Tight End U during its recent run of success. Look for 
Oct. 15 at Notre Dame | that trend to continue with Dalton Schultz emerging as a go-to target. 
“ —— | Aside from replacing quarterback Kevin Hogan, the Car- 
Nov. 5 Oregon State | dinal have to fill three spots on the offensive line — includ- 
Nov. 12 at Oregon | ing plugging the void left by the departed Outland Trophy 
Nov. 19 at California | winner in Josh Garnett. The only regular returners are Casey 
Nov. 26 Rice | Tucker and Johnny Caspers. History suggests that Stanford 


will be able to cobble together a quality line. And McCaffrey 


2015 RESULTS is good enough that he can make plays on his own while the 


FINAL RECORD: 12-2, 8-1 | new unit comes together. 


Sept. § atNorthwestern  L 6-16 | DEFENSE ‘The Cardinal will lean heavily on defensive line- | WR 3 MichaelRector(Sr) 19 JJ Arcega-Whiteside (Fr. 

Sept. 12 UCF W 41-7 | man Solomon Thomas (10.5 TFLs last season) to anchor | WR 6 francis Owusu (Sr. 2 Trenton Irwin (So.) 

Sept. 19 at USC W 41-31 | the front seven. He's versatile enough to play either end or LT 77 Casey Tucker (Jr.} 75 AT. Hall (So. 

Sept. 25 at Oregon State = W 4224 | tackle; the coaching staff would prefer to use his athleticism 2 uy og diareslin : we tule 

<4 ‘ our ; = outside rushing the passer. That would mean Harrison Phil- RG 57 Johnny Caspers (Sr.) 42 Austin Maihen (Fr) 

Oct. 24 Washin ie Wot | lips, coming off a torn ACL, has locked up the nose spot. RT 64 David Bright (Jr) 76 Jack Dreyer (Fr. 

Oct. 31. atWashington State W 30-28 | Gone is linebacker Blake Martinez, who led the Pac-12 | TE 9 Dalton Schultz (So) 88 Greg Taboada (Jr) 

Nov. 7 at Colorado Ww 4219 | with 141 tackles last season. Look for Kevin Palma and | QB 10 Keller Chryst (So) 17, Ryan Burns (Jr.) 

Nov. 14 Oregon L 36-38 | Bobby Okereke to fill the void from the inside backer spots. | RB 5 Christian McCaffrey (Jr.) 20 Bryce Love (So.) 

Nov. 21 California W %-22 | Peter Kalambayi, Mike Tyler and Joey Alfieri will form a | FB 35 Daniel i Ur) 82 Chris Harrell (Sr.) 

Nov, 28 Notre Dame W 38-36 | productive three-man rotation at outside linebacker. DEFENSE (5 

Dec. 5 vs. USC % W 41-22 | The Cardinal have a nice mix of youth and experience in | DE 90 Solomon Thomas (So) 99 Luke Kaumatule (Sr. 

Jan. 1 vs, lowa # W 45-16 | the secondary, with key returners like Alijah Holder and | DT 46 Harrison Phillips (So) 75 Jordan Watkins (Sr) 
‘Senta Cla #Rose 80 | Terrence Alexander at corner and Dallas Lloyd at safety. | DE 97 Dylan rep 80 Eric Cotton Ps 

TOP 10 RECRUITS | They also get a boost with the return of former starting | OLB 33 Mike Tyler (Jr. 32 Joey Alfieri So. 

TOP 10 RECRUITS | safety Zach Hoffpauir, who took a season off to play mi- ILB 44 Kevin Palma (Jr.) 3 Noor Davis (Sr) 

1. Kaden Smith, TE, Flower Mound, TK | pop league baseball. Quenton Meeks, who had a team-high ILB 20 Bobby Okereke (So 15. Jordan Perer [So 

2.KJ. Costello, OB, Coto de Caza,CA three interceptions last season, will see the field plenty as the eon pert Katambayi(Jr) 52 Casey Tooil Fr.) 

3. Curtis Robinson, OLB, Irvine, CA | : P z Peay: CB 13 Alijah Holder (So.) 24 Quenton Meeks (So.) 

i. Simi Fehoko, WR. Sandy, UT starting nickel back. CB 11 Terrence Alexander (Jr) © 23 Alameen Murphy [So.] 

5. Clark Yarbrough, OT, Rumson, NJ | SPECIALISTS McCaffrey was one of the most dangerous | SS 29 Dallas Lloyd (Sr.} 9 Ben Edwards (S0.} 

6. Treyiohn Butler CB. Ftiwan i CA | return men in the country last season, averaging a league- FS 8 Justin Reid (So.) 10 Zach Hoffpauir (Sr.) 

7 Devery Hamilton, OT. Ellicott 0 | best 28.9 yards on kickoff returns and 8.7 on punt returns SPECIAL TEAMS 

8. Andrew Pryts, OB, Hermitage, PA H with a combined two scores. Conrad Ukropina set a school K 34 Conrad Uksopina (Sr) KR 5 Christian McCaffrey (Jr) 

| single-season record by converting 90 percent (18-of-20) of P 14 Jake Bailey (So.) PR 5 Christian McCaffrey Ur.) 


- poise a B his field goal attempts. He was also a perfect 67-of-67 on 
lcci | extra points. Jake Bailey, who handled kickoffs last year, will 


2015 RANKINGS | replace Alex Robinson as the Cardinal's punter. Stanford 


again should be rock solid on special teams. 


ati ee ee pints | FINALANALYSIS  ‘There’s a reason the Cardinal have won the Pac-12 
Pies y id ie 9 three of the last four years — they have been able to overcome attri- 
ies "18 He 10 74 | tion and reload. Granted, they have to fill some pretty big spots in the 
Total 4355 yg 8 4) 2016—starting with quarterback and on the offensive line. But by this 
<i eee On Ne Roos Stanford should receive the benefit of the doubt that 

Scoring 22.6 ppg 3 47 | any step backward won't be significant. 

Rushing 139.9ypg 4 4g | _ the division is getting more difficult each year — Wash- 

Passing 2284ypg = 5 1 | ington will join Oregon as a serious contender this fall — 

Total 368.3yp9 3 43 | but Stanford will no doubt remain in the hunt. The Car- 

TOMARGIN” PERGAME Pacct2 wavionan ©@iNal’s trip to Seattle on Sept. 30 could decide the North 

F +0.07 8 65 Division title. 


STAT CORNER 


CHRISTIAN McCAFFREY 


“If you ask coaches around the country who 
should have won the Heisman last year | think 
the majority would say Christian McCaffrey.” 


— An opposing Pac-12 assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (4) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


Passing: Keller Chryst, 9-5-59-0, 1 1D 
Rushing: Christian McCaffrey, 337 att., 2,019 yds., 8 TDs 
Receiving: Christian McCaffrey, 45 rec., 645 yds., § TDs 
Tackles: Peter Kalambayi, 52 

Sacks: Mike Tyler, 5.0 

Interceptions: Quenton Meeks, 3 


Stanford averaged 5.38 points 
per trip inside the 40, third in 
FBS. The Cardinal improved by 
1.53 points per trip from 2014. 
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Ww WASHINGTON HUSKIES 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 11 * PAC-12 NORTH PREDICTION: 1 * PROJECTED RECORD: 10-3, 6-3 Pac-12 


OFFENSE Last season, the Huskies started true freshmen at quar- 
terback, tailback and left tackle and a redshirt freshman at right 
tackle, and scored 52, 45 and 44 points in three closing outings, all 
lopsided victories. The offense has considerable momentum heading 
into Chris Petersen’s third season as UW coach, and it all begins with 
Jonathan Smith | Jake Browning. He defied the odds and did something no other Hus- 
Defensive Coordinator: Pete Kwiatkowski | kies quarterback has accomplished: He won the job outright as a true 
Seattle, WA * Husky Stadium (70,138) | freshman, starting 12 of 13 games. Browning made his share of rookie 
, mistakes, but he put his stamp on the team, has decent arm strength 
2016 SCHEDULE and will only get area : ; 
Sept. 3 Rutgers Most surprising in Petersen's second year was the emergence of true 
Sept. 10 Idaho | freshman tailback Myles Gaskin. He started just six games, but once 
Sept. 17. Portland State | he got going, no one could stop him. The Seattle-area product rolled up 
Sept. 24 at Arizona | 1,302 yards and 14 TDs rushing. 
Sept, 30: Stanford Browning didn’t have a go-to-guy among his receivers, but junior 
on Bat Oregon | John Ross might have filled that role had he not missed all 
ct. 22 Oregon State | 4 es 
Oct. 29 at Utah _ of 2015 with a knee injury. Those two should get well ac- 
Nov. 5. at California | quainted this fall. The versatile Ross has been a starting wide 
Nov. 12 USC receiver, cornerback and kick returner and already has come 
Nov. 19 Arizona State | up with eight scores from 55 yards out or more in his career, 
Nov. 25 at Washington State | making him a threat to go the distance at any time. 
| The Huskies did a masterful job last season of replacing 
2015 RESULTS four-fifths of their front line. They rebuilt around a pair 
FINAL RECORD: 7-6, 5-4 of nimble yet extra-large tackles, Trey Adams and Kaleb 
5 ; McGary, now sophomores. The 6'8", 306-pound Adams 
ept. 4 at Boise State H ; 
Sept. 12 Sacramento State 49.) | might be the team’s best pro prospect. 
Sept. 19 Utah State 


L 
Ww 

W 31-17 | DEFENSE ‘The UW gave its defensive front a complete 
Sept. 26 California L makeover in 2015, which could have been disastrous but 
Oct. 8 atUSC Ww 

L 

L 

Ww 

L 

L 

W 


TEAM INFORMATION 
Head Coach: Chris Petersen 
Record at School: 15-12 (2 years) 
Career Record: 107-24 (10 years} 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: Jimmy Lake, 


= ee 


BUDDA BAKER 


“They're getting the good players in the state to 
stay home, so they're back to where they used to 
be. The facilities there are good now.” 


— An opposing Pac-12 assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (9) 

WR 8 Dante Pettis (Jr.) 18 Isaiah Renfro {So.) 
WR 81. Brayden Lenius (Jr) 13. Chico McClatcher (So.) 
WR 1 John Ross (Jr.) 21 Quinten Pounds (Fr.) 

LT 72. Trey Adams (So.} 71 Matt James (So.) 
LG 52 Jake Eldrenkamp(Sr.) 67 Michael Kneip (Sr.) 

C 79 Coleman Shelton (Jr.) 60 Shane Brostek (Sr.) 
RG 75 Jesse Sosebee (So.) 59 Henry Roberts (Fr.) 
RT 58 Kaleb McGary (So.] 73. Andrew Kirkland (Jr.) 
TE 15 Darrell Daniels (Sr.) | 88 Drew Sample (So.) 


| proved to be amazingly effective. Using a 3-4 set, the Hus- 
Oct. 17 Oregon 10-26 | kies ranked as the Pac-12’s top defense statistically: They led 
Oct, 2h, at Stanford Wil | the league in points per game (18.8), yards per play (4.9), 


. | 
i 7 hag es | yards per game (351.8) and ranked third in third-down con- | QB 3 Jake Browning(So.) 11. K.J. Carta-Samuels (So.) 
Nov, 14 at Arizona State 17-27 | version rate (36.8 percent). Junior nose tackle Elijah Qualls | RB 9 Myles Gaskin (So.) 22 Lavon Coleman (Jr.) 
Nov. 21 at Oregon State 59-7 | isa budding star with strength and quickness that make him DEFENSE (8) 
Nov, 27 Washington State W 45-19 | difficult to block, as is his one-time backup, sophomore Greg | pg 99 Jaylen Johnson (So.) 8 Benning Potoa’e (Fr) 
Dec. 26 vs. Southern Miss# W 44-31 | Gaines, now the starting defensive tackle. NT 11 Elijah Qualls (Jr.) 50 Vita Vea {So,) 
fveart Of alas Bout | ~The Huskies have their most work to do in restocking their DT 99 Greg Gaines (So.) 91 Ricky McCoy (Fr.) 
| linebacking corps, where both outside starters moved on, | OLB 5 Joe Mathis (Sr.) 28 Psalm Wooching (Sr.) 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


ILB 36 Azeem Victor (Jr.) 25 Ben Burt-Kirven (So.) 
ILB 7 Keishawn Bierria(Jr.) 34 Sean Constantine (Jr) 
OLB 17  Tevis Bartlett (So.) Camilo Eifler (Fr.) 

CB 26 Sidney Jones (Jr.) 23 Jordan Miller (So.) 

CB 20 Kevin King (Sr.) 3 Darren Gardenhire (Jr.) 
SS 14 JoJo Mcintosh (So.) 24 Ezekiel Turner (Jr.) 

FS 32 Budda Baker (Jr.) 9 Brandon Beaver (Sr.) 


Back are juniors Azeem Victor and Keishawn Bierria, who 
1. Byron Murphy, DB, Scottsdale, AZ excelled at the inside spots as big and fast players who cover 
2. Camilo Eifler, LB, Berkeley, CA | a lot of ground. Top signee Camilo Eifler also will be given 
3. Brandon Wellington, LB, Kent, WA | every chance to get on the field early. 

4. Sean McGrew, RB, Torrance, CA The UW secondary, as talented as any in the conference, 
§, Isaiah Gilchrist, DB, Bellevue, WA is centered around junior free safety Budda Baker and ju- 


7. Levi Onwuzurike, DL, Allen, TX 
8. Kentrell Love, DB, Corona, CA 
9. Taylor Rapp, DB, Bellingham, WA 
10. Amandre Williams, DL, Maple Valley, WA | 


| 
| 
6, Luke Wattenberg, 06, Trabuco Canyon, CA | 
| 
| 


| selections and two-year starters. Opponents don’t often go 


| after he returned an interception and a fumble for touch- 


nior cornerback Sidney Jones, both first-team All-Pac-12 


in Baker's direction. They might consider avoiding Jones, too, 


downs in 2015. A third returning starter is senior cornerback 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 48 Cameron Van Winkle (Sr) 
P 43. Tristan Vizcaino (Jr.) 


KR 1 John Ross [r.) 
PR 8 Dante Pettis (Jr) 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


Kevin King, who was named honorable mention All-Pac-12. 
SPECIALISTS ‘The Huskies potentially have the most dangerous re- 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Jake Browning, 368-233-2,955-10, 16 TDs 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME PAC-12, NATIONAL | turn game in the league, if not the nation. In just two seasons each, | Rushing: Myles Gaskin, 227 att., 1,302 yds., 14 TDs 
Scoring 30.6 ppg 55 junior punt returner Dante Pettis has scored three times on electrifying | Receiving: Dante Pettis, 30 rec., 414 yds., 1 TD 
Rushing 163.8 ypg = = 76 | tunbacks covering 89, 87 and 76 yards, and the equally elusive Ross has _| Tackles: Azeem Victor, 95 

ar at ds : 4 | provided three TDs on kickoff returns, racing 100, 100 and 96 yards. _| Sacks: Elijah Qualls, 45 


Interceptions: Sidney Jones, 4 


FINALANALYSIS Petersen patiently has recruited well and 


DEFENSE PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL | 


Scoring 18.8ppq 13 rebuilt the Huskies, unafraid to use true freshmen as starters. Jp Wma) 
Rushing 125.3 a) 9 | After foundational 7-6 and 8-6 seasons, he has 17 starters : . 
Passing 226.5 yp 4 sg | back, plus speedster Ross, and everyone’s attention. His next vena hs ttn on 
Total 361.8 ypg 1 3) | move will be to return the UW to the Pac-12's upper echelon if Wine aad 5 Ae pap by 8.8 
TOMAR PERGAE AGE ATOM and start beating the Oregons and Stanfords of the confer- points per game in losses. 
+5 +0383 4, | ence. It might not be long now. o. 
f | = 
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WASHINGTON STATE GOUGARS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 30 ¢ PAC-12 NORTH PREDICTION: 4 » PROJECTED RECORD: 8-4, 5-4 Pac-12 


TEAM INFORM ATION OFFENSE Luke Falk, who threw for more than 4,500 yards, 38 


? ; touchdowns and just eight interceptions a season ago, will surely have 
Head Coach: Mike Leach : : ‘ 
Record at School: 21-29 (4 years | the numbers to support a dark horse Heisman campaign. If everything 
Career Record: 105-72 (14 years] else breaks like the Cougars think it could, Washington State may have 
Offensive Coordinator: Mike Leach | the wins to make that dream for Falk a reality. 
Defensive Coordinator: Alex Grinch | Biletnikoff Award semifinalist receiver Gabe Marks delayed entering 
Pullman, WA * Martin Stadium (32,952) the NFL Draft and heads a deep receiver corps that should give Falk 
_ plenty of capable targets. Marks caught 104 passes for 1,192 yards and 


2016 SCHEDULE 15 touchdowns last season, and fellow starting receivers Robert Lewis 


and River Cracraft are also back. The new starting receiver, sophomore 


i gsc Tavares Martin, is also the team’s fastest player. 

Sept. 17 Idaho It’s true that the Cougars must replace a pair of three-year starters on 
Oct. 1 Oregon the left side of the offensive line, but the three returning starters each 
Oct. 8 at Stanford | earned some sort of postseason honors last year. 

Oct. 15 UCLA Falk threw game-winning touchdown passes with just seconds left at 
Oct. 22 at Arizona State Rutgers and UCLA, and tied the game with a scoring toss 

Oct. 29 at Oregon State | with just one second left in the overtime win at Oregon. If 

wit ne | the new starting offensive linemen can protect his blind side, an . 
Mov. 19. at Colncada | Falk— who missed the Apple Cup and left two other games -* 
Nov. 25 Washington | because of injuries — can lead the Cougars to new heights. 


| DEFENSE 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 9-4, 6-3 


Mike Leach took a chance when he hired a first- 
year defensive coordinator in his mid-30s, and oh, did Alex 
Grinch deliver. The WSU defense improved its points-al- 


| lowed average from 38.6 points per game to 27.7 in one year | WR ? 


Sept. 5 Portland State L 17-24 | under Grinch and tripled its takeaways from eight to 24. WR 21. River Cracraft (Sr.) 1 Kyrin Priester (Jr) 
Sept. 12 at Rutgers W 37-34 Depth along the defensive line is a concern after losing two WR 15 Robert Lewis (Sr.) 83 Kyle Sweet (So.] 
Sept. 19° Wyoming W 31-14 | ail-conference defensive ends, but big things are expected Pa A loa ee {So} a8 hae Fossum [So 
Okt at Calhorme LS from sophomore Hercules Mata’afa, who was named Out- eae oe Sel 77 Comte ee poet 
Oct. 10 at Oregon (ot) W 45-38 | i P a aes : LG 76 Cody O'Connell (Jr.) 57 Drew Norvell (Fr.) 
Oct. 17 Oregon State W §7-3) _ Standing Lineman of the Sun Bowl win after drawing dou- C 58 Riley Sorenson(Sr.) 70 Noah Osur-Myers (Fr) 
Oct. 24 at Arizona w 45-42 | ble teams from Miami's offensive linemen all game. Nose | RG 73 Eduardo Middleton (Sr.) 75 8.J. Salmonson (Jt) 
Oct. 31 Stanford {28-30 | tackle Robert Barber has shown flashes but will need to play | RT 61 Cole Madison (Jr.) 79 Cedric Bigge-Duren (Fr.) 
Nov. 7 Arizona State W 38-24 | consistently for the Cougars to hold up along the line. QB 4 Luke Falk (Jr.) 6 Peyton Bender (So.) 
Nov. 14 atUCLA W 31-27 At linebacker, Dylan Hanser and Nnamdi Oguayo are in- | RB 32. James Williams (Fr) 23 Gerard Wicks (Jr.) 
Nov. 21 Colorado W 2-3 experienced but athletic options at the rush linebacker posi- | DEFENSE (6) 
Nov. 27 at Washington L 1045 | tion. Peyton Pelluer is a steady and sound presence at middle | pE 50 Hercules Mataafa (So) 45 Logan Tago {So.] 
Dec. 26 vs. Miami # W a1 | linebacker, while weak-side linebacker Frankie Luvu brings | NT 92 Robert Barber (Sr.) 95 Ngalu Tapa (So.) 
‘Suto | size and athleticism to the defense’s second level. DE 90 Daniel Ekuale (Jr.) 99 Garrett McBroom (Jr.) 

TOP 10 RECRUITS Grinch’s biggest impact was turning the secondary from a |RUSH 33. Dylan Hanser Ur) 53. Nnamdi Oguayo (Fr.) 

3 weakness to a strength last year, thanks in part to the stellar | WLB 51 Frankie Luv (Jr) 20. Paris Taylor (Sr. 
1. Isaiah Johnson, WR, Belle Glade, FL MLB 47 Peyton Pelluer (Jr.) 43. Aaron Porter (Sr.] 


play of junior college transfer Shalom Luani at strong safety. 
Darrien Molton and Marcellus Pippins are capable corner- 
backs, and Charleston White and Deion Singleton are rangy 
| backups. 


NB 29 
CB 27 
CB 22 
SS 18 


2. Frederick Mauigoa, 06, Pago Pago, AS 
3. Chima Onyeukwu, OLB, San Pablo, CA* | 
4. Romello Harris, RB, Tulare, CA 

5. Mason Vinyard, LB, La Mesa, CA 


6. Suliasi Tamaivena, LB. Kirkland, WAt | SPECIALISTS Erik Powell has a big leg, but he must be- | FS 34 Jalen Thompson (Fr Robert Taylor (Jr.] 

7. Renard Bell, WR, Los Angeles, CA come more accurate from distance after making just half | SPECIAL TEAMS 

8. Grant Porter, WR, Upland, CA of his 10 attempts from 40 or more yards last season. Zach | « 46 Erik Powell ir] KR. 12 Tavares Martin (So, 
9, Jalen Thompson, S, Downey, CA | Charme was solid for a freshman punter last season and is P 95 Zach Charme (So.] PR 36 Kaleb Fossum (So.] 


expected to improve on his 39.6-yard average. 

FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Cougars were left for dead by some 
after their season-opening home loss to FCS Portland State. Then they 
rattled off wins against some of the Pac-12’s toughest programs, win- 


10. Lyric Bartley, DE, Taylorsville, UT 
*junior college transfer | 


2015 RANKINGS 


ee vee a el | ning on the road and often coming from behind in the final minutes 
me de a : 1B to do so. New offensive coaches Dave Nichol and JaMarcus Shephard 
Pacing 3895 te 1 , | have brought energy to the wide receivers, and the defense is playing 
Total fi 49. by 5 % with a swagger not seen in Pullman since the Palouse Posse days of the 
suet AAD ea OL | mid-"90s. WSU won't sneak up on anyone this year and still 

Scoring 27.7009? 1 has to get through the Pac-12 North, which should be one of 
Rushing 1925 ypg 7 95 the toughest divisions in the nation this year. But Marks set a 

Passing 2238ypq 3 44 | tone for this season when he announced that he would spurn 

Total Mb2ypq 84 the NFL to chase a Rose Bowl with the Cougars, and with so 

TOMARGIN” PERGAME Pata? namowa’ ™€ny key contributors returning, perhaps the Cougars won't 

4 08 10 5 need to rely on Falk to lead game-winning drives in 2016. 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (8) 


LUKE FALK 


a 


“[Mike] Leach is a strange bird, but he’s getting 


He sticks with his system and his system 
.. He’s got it going now.” 


— An opposing Pac-12 assistant coach 


Gabe Marks (Sr.) 


on 


Isaiah Johnson (Fr.) 


Parker Henry (Sr.) 10. Kirkland Parker Ur.) 
Marcellus Pippins (Jr.) 14 Treshon Broughton (Sr.) 
Darrien Molton (So.) 4 Charleston White (Jr.) 
Shalom Luani (Sr.] 35 Hunter Dale [So.] 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Luke Falk, 644-447-6,561-8, 38 TDs 
Rushing: Gerard Wicks, 107 att., 610 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Gabe Marks, 104 rec., 1,192 yds., 15 TDs 
Tackles: Peyton Pelluer, 101 

Sacks: Hercules Mataafa, 7.0 

Interceptions: Shalom Luani, 4 


Since Wazzu finished 10-3 in 
2003, the Cougs had averaged 
just 3.7 wins per season (4.0 
under Mike Leach] before 2015's 
9-4 campaign. 
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JA ARIZONA WILDCATS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 50 * PAC-12 SOUTH PREDICTION: 5 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 4-5 Pac-12 


OFFENSE Junior Anu Solomon, twice sidelined with concussion is- 
sues, dropped from 3,793 passing yards as a freshman to 2,667 and 
is no longer considered the team’s quarterback of the future. But the 
Wildcats haven't had time to make full evaluations of his challengers, 
sophomore Brandon Dawkins and freshman Khalil Tate. There is sim- 
ilar uncertainly at tailback, where junior Nick Wilson, a revelation as 
a freshman in 2014 (gaining 1,375 yards), has been frequently injured. 
He rushed for just 729 yards as a sophomore. Sophomore Orlando 


TEAM |NFORMATION 


Head Coach: Rich Rodriguez 

Record at School: 33-20 {4 years) 

Career Record: 153-104~2 (22 years) 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: Calvin Magee, 
Rod Smith 

Defensive Coordinator: Marcel Yates 
Tucson, AZ © Arizona Stadium (57,400) 


2016 SCHEDULE Bradford emerged as a possible starter in spring practice. 

The receiving group is Arizona's most experienced position but not 
Sept. 3 vs. BYU # _ necessarily its most skilled. Seniors Trey Griffey, Samajie Grant and 
Sept. 10 Grambling State Nate Phillips have combined for 299 career receptions, but they aren't 
= te . ih | game-breaking, down-the-field receivers who can outrun coverage. Ju- 
Oct. 1 atUCLA | nior Cam Denson was used as a cornerback in 2014 and 2015 to help 
Oct. 8 atUtah with depth issues on defense. He has returned to his original position 
Oct. 15 USC and could emerge as the only deep threat of the group. ee 
Oct. 29 Stanford The Wildcats might be oes on the ie line. Ju- I think iti Golly to-He-aiemtyess foe tbeny te 
Nov. 5 atWashington State nior tackles Layth Friekh and Gerhard de Beer both played quanteraacels Back butdefensively hvepear : 
Nov. 12 Colorado | extensively last season and now project as starters, if not [iii where Sey re g0Ig £0; RagOoy ety 
net y pens stars. The leader of the group is junior guard Jacob Alsadek, — An opposing Pac-12 assistant coach 

“ se | who emerged as the club’s most reliable lineman. 
Glendale, AZ 
| DEFENSE Rich Rodriguez fired his entire defensive staff DEPTH CHART 

2015 RESULTS | and hired former Boise State defensive coordinator Marcel OFFENSE (7) 
FINAL RECORD: 7-6, 3-6 | Yates to remake this unit. If, as expected, Arizona abandons | WR 5 Trey Griffey (Sr. 3 Cam Denson (Jr) 


WR 11 


Sept. 3 UTSA W 42-32 | its old 3-3-5 formation, former nose guard Sani Fuimaono : } 
Sept. 12 at Nevada W 44-20 | will play tackle. He seemed overmatched at nose guard for we 2 aeydaha het 4 becdeves tir 
Sept. 19° Northern Arizona = W_ 77-13 | two seasons. It will also give undersized junior Parker Zellers | | ¢ 79 Fates Tagaloa (Sr.) 69 Christian Boettcher (So. 
Sept. 26 UCLA L 30-86 | better matchups against offensive linemen; Zellers might be adescpea ae ‘cline 
Oct. 3 at Stanford L 17-55 | : Sree C 65 Zach Hemmila (Sr) 55 Levi Walton (So.) 
Oct. 10 Oregon State Wher | the team’s most fundamentally sound defensive lineman. The | RG 78 Jacob Alsadek(Jr.) 76 Cody Creason (Fr.) 
Oct. 17 at Colorado W393) | Test of the line is untested and probably the league’s smallest. | RT 67 Gerhard de Beer (Jr) 72 Michael Eletise[F.) 
: ; ys | Arizona has few game-ready linebackers. One of the fewis | TE 17 Josh Kern (Sr) 8 Trevor Wood [So.) 
Oct. 24 Washington State L 42-45 | ga uf 
Oct. 31 at Washington | 3.49 | Senior graduate transfer Michael Barton, who made 80 tack- | QB 12 Anu Solomon (Jr.) 13. Brandon Dawkins (So.) 
Nov. 7 atUSC | 30-38 | les at Cal in 2014 and is expected to be eligible immediately. | 8 28 Nick Wilson (Jr. 21 Orlando Bradford (So.) 
Nov. 14 Utah lot} W 37-30 | Junior DeAndre Miller recorded 50 tackles last season, but DEFENSE (7) 
Nov. 21 atArizonaState  L 37-52 | he has been injured frequently. Senior Paul Magloire was | DE 60 Luca Bruno (Jr.) 92. Jack Banda Ur.) 
Dec. 19 vs.NewMexico# W 45-37 | forced to move to linebacker because of injuries, not his nor- | OT 99 SaniFuimaono(Sr.) 95 Marcus Griffin (So. 
shew Yeni Bo’ mal position. He was overpowered and out of position much | OT 93 Parker Zellers (Jr) 94 Calvin Allen (Jt) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS of the year but is the returning leader in tackles with 72. DE 86 Justin Belknap (Fr) 6 Josh Alten Ur) 
: - | About the only certainty in the secondary is that senior OLS 32 Dehndre Miller(JrJ 47" Jake Mathews (Sr) 
1. Michael Eletise, 6, Honolulu, HI DaVonte Neal will start again at cornerback. He is adequate. | +8 a ree as a eye 
2, Khalil Tate, OB, Gardena, CA | gat % quate. | OLB 14 Paul Magloire (Sr.) 7 Kahi Neves (Fr.) 


| Everything else is up for grabs. Senior Tellas Jones, who 
3. Chacho Ulloa, DB, Corona, CA | air reas : 
4. Josh Alten, DE, Long Beach. CA* | made 55 tackles a year ago, will likely reclaim his free safety 


5, Devaughn Cooper, WR, Harbor City, CA | job, although he was suspended for off-field disciplinary in- 


CB 19 
cB 9 
SS 25 


; fractions in spring practice. One-time starting corner Jarvis | FS 1 Tellas Jones (Sr.) 12. Flannigan-Fowles (So.] 
6. Kahi Neves, LB, Provo, UT McCall has b d fi Base f are 
7. Isaiah Hayes, OB, Calabasas, CA | Da, -C ecient ek ier ae : = ae haps junior’ | SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Jacob Colacion, LB, La Habra, CA | eee See eles WL en Ore CEE eee eee Pe K 9 Josh Pollack (So.] KR 2 Tyrell Johnson (Jr) 


| be good enough to start at the other corner. 


| SPECIALISTS Arizona is starting over in the kicking game. 
Freshman Josh Pollack became the clear leader as its field 
goal kicker in spring practice. He was also its best punter, al- 
though the Wildcats don’t want to use him both ways. Kickoff returner 


9. Gavin Robertson, DB, Auburn, WA P 26 


10. Justin Holt, DL, Tucson, AZ 


*juniot college transfer 


2015 RANKINGS 


Nate Phillips (Sr.) 6 Shun Brown (So.) 


Jace Whittaker (So.) 
Kwesi Mashack Jr.) 
Jarvis McCall (Jr.) 


DaVonte Neal (Sr.) 7 
Dane Cruikshank (Jr.) 15 
Anthony Mariscal (Fr.) 29 


Matt Aragon (Fr,) PR 11 Nate Phillips (Sr) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Anu Solomon, 330-205-2,667-5, 20 TDs 
Rushing: Nick Wilson, 134 att., 729 yds., 8 TOs 
Receiving: Nate Phillips, 44 rec., 564 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Paul Magloire Jr., 72 

Sacks: Two players tied with 3.0 

Interceptions: Cam Denson, 3 


In the last six games of 2015, Ar- 
izona’s defense allowed 6.4 yards 
per play and 41.8 points per game. 


OFFENSE PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL | "Tyrell Johnson is probably as fast as any returner in the Pac-12. Phillips 
Scoring == 37.4ppg 4 20 has been outstanding returning punts. 
on aa 8 = | FINALANALYSIS Rodriguez's decision to start over on defense, with 
Total 4949 ypq 3 14 an entirely new staff and system, suggests the Wildcats will struggle 
ati <Menats MESES avoid their first losing season since 2011. Arizona's only 
Scoring 35.8909 «10—S«07 all-conference player in 2015 was a punter. This year’s club 
Rushing 1985ypg «910 might not have any all-conference players. The defense lacks 
Passing 268.2ypq«10=Ss«115=«|« Oto player and is undersized based on Pac-12 standards. 
Total 4668 ypq 10115 Much spins on whether Solomon will be healthy enough to 
TOMARON PERGANE PRCT Marwan | Start every week, or if the Wildcats will have to start over at 

4 oi 11 92 | quarterback, as they are doing on defense. 
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The Wildcats lost four of six. 


er Brouillet 


vet 


ARIZONA STATE SUN DEVILS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 45 ¢ PAC-12 SOUTH PREDICTION: 4 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 4-5 Pac-12 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Todd Graham | 
Record at School: 34-19 (4 years) | 
Career Record: 83-48 (101 years) | 
Offensive Coordinator: Chip Lindsey 
Defensive Coordinator: Keith Patterson 
Tempe, AZ © Sun Devil Stadium (65,870) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


a Ra se Bt | One thing in Arizona State's favor — its running backs. As a soph- 
Sept. 17 at UISA | omore last season, Demario Richard became the 19th back in school 
Sept. 24 California | history to rush for more than 1,000 yards. After recovering from mono 
Oct. 1 atUSC during the season's first month, Kalen Ballage added 653 rushing yards. 
Oct. 8 UCLA | The Devils lose their top receivers in Foster and Devin Lucien, but 
Oct. 15 at Colorado they return Tim White, who had 57 catches for 633 yards in 
Oct, 22 Washington State his first year out of junior college. Also back is deep threat 
Oct, 29 at Oregon | Cameron Smith, who missed last season with a knee injury. 
i, esd | DEFENSE Graham is known for his aggressive, blitzing 
Nov. 26 at’Arizona | ways. That won't change, but it’s possible the coach will back 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 6-7, 4-5 and tackles for a loss, but the pressure often left them vulner- | WR 82. Jalen Harvey (So) 19 Ellis Jefferson (Jr.) 
Sept. 5 vs.TexasA&M% Ll 17-38 | able to big plays, especially in the passing game. WR 12. Tim White (Sr.) 89 Frederick Gammage (Sr.) 
Sept. 12 Cal Poly W 3-21 Arizona State last season allowed 337.8 passing yards per | WR 6 Cameron Smith [Jr) 1 NKeal Harry (Fr) 
wt ‘ ee Mexico , nee game, the worst in the country and the worst in school his- ‘A 5 papier ; re — 
aig 3 at UCLA W 38-23 | tory. A better four-man pass rush should help, and Graham cos rare i 1) 15 elk 4 i fl 
; _9 | likes what he has up front in end JoJo Wicker, nose tackle eRe oie dbp oae 
Oct. 10 Colorado Wy A253) Seem YS P , RG 77 Stephon McCray (Sr) 54 Connor Humphreys (So.) 
Oct. 17 atUtah | 19-34 | Viliami Latu and tackle Tashon Smallwood. Wicker started | pr §9 quinn Bailey (So. 79 Mason Walter (F.) 
Oct. 29 Oregon {ot} L 55-61 | last season as a true freshman and has all-conference poten- TE 83 Kody Koht (Sr.) 8 Jay Jay Wilson (So.) 
Nov. 7 atWashingtonState | 24-88 | tial, while Latu and Smallwood are seasoned veterans. QB 5 Manny Wilkins (So,) 2 Brady White (Fr.) 
Nov. 14 Washington W 27-17 | A three-year starter, senior strong-side linebacker Salamo | RB 4 DemarioRichard(Jr.) 7 Kalen Ballage (Jr) 
Nov. 21 Arizona W 52-37 | Fiso is the defense’s anchor, but the key to Arizona State DEFENSE (6) 
4 f paler F ; = | Success likely will come in the secondary. With the Sun Dev- | pe 1 JoJoWicker(So.) 96 Jalen Bates (Ft) 
" mir PR aR | ils down three starters to graduation, Graham plans to move DT 90 Tashon Smallwood (Jr.) 99 Emanuel Dayries (So.) 
| outside linebacker Laiu Moeakiola — a two-year starter at | DT 41 Viliami atu Sr.) 45 George Lea (Fr) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS Spur linebacker — to free safety, providing some back-end |DEVIL 44 Alani Latu Ur! 39 Malik Lawal (Fr.) 
; experience. Sophomore Kareem Orr, who last season led the | SLB 58 Salamo Fiso|Sr.) 20 Khaylan Thomas (So.) 
1. N’Keal Harry, WR. Chandler, AZ Pac-12 with six interceptions, will help. WLB 2 Christian Sam (Jr.) 3. DJ Cathoun Ur.) 
2. Chase Lucas, CB, Chandler, AZ SPUR 4 Koron Crump (Jr) 31 Marcus Ball (Jr.) 


3. Dougladson Subtyl, DE, Bunnell, FL* 

4, J'Marcus Rhodes, CB, Orange, TX* 

5. Dillon Sterling-Cole, OB, Houston, TX 

6. Koron Crump, DL, St. Louis, MO* 

7. Christian Hill, DE, Kansas City, MO* 

8. Cohl Cabral, OL, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
9. Robbie Robinson, CB, Hampton, VA 

10. Maurice Chandler, CB, Lawton, OK* 


*junior college transfer | mistake, and White last season ranked 15th nationally in 
| kick-return yardage. 
2015 RANKINGS | FINAL ANALYSIS After consecutive 10-win seasons — the program's 
ears tie bya eg | first since the early 1970s — Arizona State last year took a step back, 
nesting 178, sn 5 | finishing 6-7. This season, the Sun Devils could struggle to reach bowl 
Passing 099. m8 0 | eligibility. With Richard and Ballage, the Devils likely will have one 
Total 474 og 9, | of the Pac-12’s top backfields, but the uncertainty and inexperience at 
eae eee eer quarterback — to go along with four new starters on the of- 
Scoring 335999 99 fensive line — will be tough hurdles to clear. An advantage: 
Rushing 125.9 ypg 3 79 | ZTheschedule. Arizona State opens against Northern Arizona, 
Passing 337.8ypg «12 178 | Texas Tech, UTSA and California, with three of the four in 
Total 4638ypg9 «29118 Sun Devil Stadium. That could give the offense time to find its 
TOWARGIN” PERGAME paca? warionay £00ting before the Pac-12 schedule kicks into high gear with 
42 156 5] | contests against USC, UCLA, Washington State and Oregon. 


| Brady White and Bryce Perkins battled through the spring with little 


OFFENSE In four years under coach Todd Graham, Arizona State 
has fielded a top-35 scoring offense, but continuing that trend this 
season might be difficult. The Sun Devils lose seven starters from last 
year's offense, including quarterback Mike Bercovici, receiver D.J. Fos- 
ter and four offensive linemen. 

A quarterback isn’t expected to be named until the final week of pre- 
season practice. Sophomore Manny Wilkins and redshirt freshmen 


separation. True freshman Dillon Sterling-Cole will join them in the 
summer. None has started a college game. 


“| know they like their young quarterbacks, but 
it's the first time in awhile they've had to go into 
a season with an unknown quantity.” 


— An opposing Pac-12 assistant coach 
off the accelerator — slightly. Last year, Arizona State gave 


up 33.5 points per game, the most under Graham. They still 
ranked in the top five nationally in both quarterback sacks 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (4) 


SPECIALISTS No concerns here. Second-year coordinator |" ¢g™ 9 Maytice Chandler (Jr) 17. J’ Marcus Rhodes Ur} 
Shawn Slocum has made special teams a strength. Arizona | cg 25 Kareem Orr (So.) 16. De'Chavon Hayes (Sr. 
State has four specialists who should be among the best in S 28 LaiuMoeakiola(Sr.) 18 James Johnson (Jr) 
the Pac-12. Senior placekicker Zane Gonzalez — already S 13. Armand Perry (So.) 21 Chad Adams (Jr) 
the school’s third all-time leading scorer — last year led the | SPECIAL TEAMS 


nation in touchback percentage. Senior Matt Haack’s 43.1- 
yard average is tops among the conference's returning punt- 
ers, junior long-snapper Mitchell Fraboni seldom makes a 


KR _ 12 Tim White (Sr.) 
PR 16 De'Chavon Hayes (Sr.] 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: None 

Rushing: Demario Richard, 210 att., 1,104 yds.. 7 TDs 
Receiving: Tim White, 57 rec., 633 yds., 8 TDs 
Tackles: Salamo Fiso, 99 

Sacks: DJ Calhoun, 6.5 

Interceptions: Kareem Orr, 6 


STAT CORNER 


ASU allowed 6.2 yards per play 
(109th in FBS), up from 5.6 in 
2014. The Devils also allowed 37 
or more points seven times in ‘15. 


K § Zane Gonzalez (Sr.) 
P 26 Matt Haack (Sr.) 
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TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Mike Macintyre 

Record at School: 10-27 (3 years) 

Career Record: 26-48 (6 years) 

Co-Offensive Coordinators: Darrin Chiaveri- | 
ni, Brian Lindgren 
Defensive Coordinator: Jim Leavitt 

Boulder, CO © Folsom Field (53,613) 


2016 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2 vs. Colorado State # 
Sept. 10 Idaho State j 
Sept. 17 at Michigan H 
Sept. 24 at Oregon | 
Oct. 1 Oregon State 
Oct. 8B atUSC i 
Oct. 15 Arizona State | 
Oct, 22 at Stanford 
Nov. 3 UCLA 
Nov. 12 at Arizona 
Nov. 19 Washington State | 
Nov. 26 Utah 
Denver, C0 | 
2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: 4-9, 1-8 | 
Sept. 3 at Hawaii L 20-28 | 
Sept. 12 Massachusetts W 48-14 | 
Sept. 19 vs. Colorado State # (ot) W 27-24 | 
Sept. 26 Nicholls W 48-0 | 
Oct. 3 Oregon L 24-41 
Oct. 10 at Arizona State L 23-48 | 
Oct. 17 Arizona L 31-38 | 
Oct. 24 atOregonState  W 17-13 | 
Oct. 31 atUCLA L 31-35 | 
Nov. 7 Stanford L 10-42 | 
Nov. 13 USC L 26-27 | 
Nov, 21 atWashington State L 3-27 | 
Nov. 28 Utah L 14-20 | 
ADemer | 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Beau Bisharat, RB, Sacramento, CA 
2. Juwann Winfree, WR, Englewood, NJ* 
3. Johnny Huntley, WR, Plantation, FL 

4. Sam Noyer, OB, Beaverton, OR | 
§, Pookie Maka, LB, Salt Lake City, UT 
6. Ca’Ron Baham, ATH, Marrero, LA 

7. Trey Udoffia, CB, Loomis, CA 

8. Ronnie Blackmon, ATH, Atlanta, GA 

9. Kabion Ento, WR, Pine Bluff, AR* 

10. Tony Julmisse, RB, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 


| 


*junior college transfer | 
2015 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME PAC-12  MATIONAL | 
Scoring  24.6ppg 11 97 
Rushing 156.2 ypq 10 7 | 
Passing 240.6ypg «8 49 | 
Total 396.8 ypq = 10 7 | 
DEFENSE PERGAME PAC-I2 NATIONAL | 
Scoring  275ppg 6 0} 
Rushing 198.7 ypg 10 99 | 
Passing 218.2ypg 2 5g} 
Total 416.9 ypg 7 8 
TO MARGIN PERGANWE PAC-T2 NATHINAL | 
+1 +008 7 a | 


COLORADO BUFFALOES 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 61 * PAC-12 SOUTH PREDICTION: 6 * PROJECTED RECORD: 4-8, 2-7 Pac-12 


past three seasons, and they’re all back. Senior Kenneth Olug- 


| to be able to keep each other fresh regardless of who starts. 


| Josh Tupou expected back from a year-long suspension. He 


| those duties among the staff. Punter Alex Kinney averaged 38.1 net 


OFFENSE ‘The big news early in the offseason in Boulder was that 
former Texas Tech quarterback Davis Webb had committed to join 
Colorado as a graduate transfer, but by late spring it wasn’t clear if 
Webb still planned to be a Buff after he took a recruiting trip to Cal. If 
Webb joins the Buffs, he is instantly in the conversation for the start- 
ing job — even if three-year starter Sefo Liufau is fully healed from 
the Lisfranc foot fracture that ended his junior season prematurely. If 
Webb doesn't come to Colorado and Liufau isn’t fully healed, redshirt 
freshman Steven Montez could be starting his first game in the season 
opener. He would compete with senior Jordan Gehrke for the job in 
camp. 

Colorado's offense took a step back last season in many regards, and 
the inconsistency of offensive line play was a big reason why. It will be 
a boost to get left tackle Jeromy Irwin back from a knee injury. Center 
Alex Kelley and left guard Gerrad Kough return to their starting roles, 
making the left side of the line the strength of the unit. 

Colorado has four running backs returning who have made 
significant contributions in the past, but there could be times 
this fall when all of them are on the sideline watching true 
freshman Beau Bisharat carry the ball. Bisharat is the high- 
est-rated recruit of MacIntyre’s tenure. He should help the 
Colorado ground game improve after ranking 87th nation- 
ally in 2015. 


} 1 4 
CHIDOBE AWUZIE. 


“Jim Leavill made a big differance coming into 
run the defense. They did a Lot of blitzing, a lolof 
stunting and puta big focus on-stapping the run.” 


— An opposing Pact-}2 assistalit coseh 


OFFENSE (6) 


CU signed five wide receivers in its recent recruiting class, | WR 17 Kabion Ento (Ur) 4 Bryce Bobo (Jr) 
and it wasn’t with an eye toward the future. Junior college | WR Juwann Winfree (Jr) 14 Jay Macintyre (So.) 
transfers Kabion Ento and Juwann Winfree are expected to | WR 5 Shay Fields (Jr.) 2 Devin Ross {Jr} 
make an immediate impact and could earn starting roles. LT 76. Jeromy Irwin (J) 73 Isaac Mille (Fr) 

a - ten LG 68 Gerrad Kough (Jr.) 75 Josh Kaiser (So.) 
OEFENSE There are a lot of players returning on this side C 74 Alex Kelley (Sr.) 53. Sully Wiefels (Sr. 
of the ball and reason to believe the Buffaloes will continue | Rg 56 Tim lynott (Fr) 79 Jonathan Huckins (Jr.) 
to improve in their second season under defensive coordina- RT 64 Aaron Haigler (Fr.) 70 Shane Callahan (Sr.) 
tor Jim Leavitt. TE 81 Sean Irwin (Sr.) 86 Dylan Keeney (So.) 

Once again, the secondary appears to be the strength of the QB 13 Sefo Liufau (Sr.) 12 Steven Montez (Fr.) 
defense, with cornerback Chidobe Awuzie and safety Tedric | RB 23 Phillip Lindsay (Jr.) Beau Bisharat (Fr.) 
Thompson figuring to have a chance to play in the NFL in DEFENSE (9) 
the future. Free safety Ryan Moeller returns from injuries DT 55 Josh Tupou (Sr.] 56 Jase Franke (So) 
he suffered when he was hit by a car last season, and junior | OT 92 JordanCarrell{Sr.) 59 Tim Coleman (Jr. 


DE 52 Leo Jackson (Jr.) 93 Michael Mathewes (So.) 


Afolabi Laguda and senior Ahkello Witherspoon bring ver- 


satility and experience. Young cornerbacks Nick Fisher and EE Jo, Dore PecCageey Ei) WAL, WE Fa 
Isaiah Oliver should be i Hater befan eh he | MLB 4 Addison Gitlam (Jr) Drew Lewis (Jt.) 
es WE BROWS DET PLOVEC ALE DEE CATOWe LO CHE: | wiB. 92 Rick bembes (So.) 31 Kenneth Olugbode (Sr.) 


fire as true freshmen a year ago. 


OLB 98 
Three different linebackers have led the team in tackles the 


CB 26 
CB 4 


Jimmie Gilbert (Sr) 9 
Isaiah Oliver (So.) 
Chidobe Awuzie (Sr.) 23 


Terran Hasselbach (So.) 
Nick Fisher (So.} 
Ahkello Witherspoon (Sr.) 


~ 


| bode, junior Addison Gillam and sophomore Rick Gamboa, | $5 9 Tedric Thompson(Sr.) 39 Jaisen Sanchez (So) 
| along with junior college transfer Drew Lewis, will compete | FS 25 Ryan Moeller (Jr.) 8 Afolabi Laguda [Jr.) 
for the two starting jobs at inside linebacker, but they ought SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 10 Diego Gonzalez (Sr 
P 89 Alex Kinney (So.) 


KR_ 29 Donovan Lee (Jt.) 
PR 14 Jay Macintyre (So,) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


The defensive line and pass rush should be stout with senior 


will team with Derek McCartney, Jimmie Gilbert, Jordan 
Carrell and Leo Jackson, who were impact players in 2015. 

SPECIALISTS Colorado allowed six blocked kicks last season, which 
led to the firing of the former special teams coordinator and splitting 


Passing: Sefo Liufau, 344-214-2,418-6, 9 TDs 
Rushing: Phillip Lindsay, 140 at., 653 yds.. 6 TDs 
Receiving: Shay Fields, 42 rec., 598 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Rick Gamboa, 96 

Sacks: Jimmie Gilbert, 6.0 

Interceptions: Tedric Thompson, 3 


STAT CORNER 


An average third down against 
the Colorado defense last year 
required only 6.4 yards to go, 
118th in the nation. 


yards per punt, and placekicker Diego Gonzalez made only 18-of-29 
field goal attempts, including 3-of-7 from 30-39 yards. 


FINAL ANALYSIS This will be the most experienced team 
CU has had in years. The pieces are in place for the Buffaloes 
to finally make a jump up the Pac-12 standings, especially 
if they end up with two healthy, experienced quarterbacks 
on the roster. No one is expecting Colorado to contend for 
a title, but the program must continue to show progress in 
MacIntyre’s fourth season on the job. 
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Peter Brouillet 


TEAM INFORMATION. 


Head Coach: Jim Mora 

Record at School: 37-16 (4 years) 
Career Record: 37-16 (4 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Kennedy Polamalu | 
Defensive Coordinator: Tom Bradley 
Los Angeles, CA © Rose Bowl (91,136) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


at Texas A&M 
UNLV 

at BYU 
Stanford 
Arizona 

at Arizona State | 
at Washington State | 
Oct. 22 Utah 
at Colorado 
Oregon State | 
Nov. 19 USC 
at California 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 8-5, 5-4 


Sept. 5 Virginia W 34-16 
Sept. 12 at UNLV W 37-3 | 
Sept. 19 BYU W 24-23 | 
Sept. 26 at Arizona W 56-30 | 
Oct. 3 Arizona State L 23-38: | 
Oct. 15 at Stanford L 35-56 | 
Oct. 22 California W 40-24 | 
Oct. 31 Colorado W 35-31 
Nov. 7 at Oregon State Ws4l-0 
Nov. 14 Washington State L 27-31 | 
Nov, 21 atUtah W 17-9 
Nov. 28 at USC L 21-40 
Dec. 26 vs. Nebraska # L 29-37 | 


foster Farms Bowl | 
| 


TOP 10 RECRUITS _| 


1. Mique Juarez, LB, Torrance, CA | 
2. Theo Howard, WR, Westlake Village, CA { 
3, Boss Tagaloa, DT, Concord, CA } 
4, Breland Brandt, DE, Los Angeles, CA 
5. Lokeni Toailoa, LB, Rialto, CA 

6. Krys Barnes, LB, Bakersfield, CA 

7, Damian Alloway, RB, Fontana, CA 

8. Brandon Burton, S, Gardena, CA 


9. Dymond Lee, WR, West Hills, CA 
10. Devon Modster, 0B, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA) 
2015 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE © PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 
Scoring  322ppg 7 45 
Rushing 177.5ypg 6 59 
Passing 288.4ypg = 4 26 
Total 465.9 ypg 4 28 
DEFENSE © PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 
Scoring 26.0ppg 5 54 
Rushing 198.5ypg 8 | 
Passing 203.2ypg = 36 
Total 401.7 ypg 5 67 | 
TOMARGIN PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL | 
0 000 9 66 


UCLA BRUINS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 15 * PAC-12 SOUTH PREDICTION: 1 * PROJECTED RECORD: 9-4, 7-2 Pac-12 


| The strong-armed passer threw for 3,669 yards and 23 touchdowns, 


| their spread offense toward a more traditional, pro-style scheme that 
| is intended to cater toward the skill-set of Rosen, considered a likely 
| first-round NFL Draft pick when he becomes eligible in 2018, and to 


| back Paul Perkins, as Soso Jamabo and Nate Starks proved adept in 
| backup roles last season, each averaging at least six yards per carry. 


| nationally in total offense last season (465.9 ypg). 


_ pair up with top recruit Theo Howard and Eldridge Mass- 


| including former four-year starting center Jake Brendel. Left 


| Three teams totaled at least 300 yards rushing against the 


| ond on the team in tackles (75) and sacks (six), declared early 
| for the draft, as did linebacker Myles Jack, who appeared in 


| just three games before a season-ending knee injury. TE 11 Nate lese (Sr.) 88 Austin Roberts (So.] 

| UCLA welcomes back defensive end Eddie Vanderdoes, | 9B 3 Josh Rosen (So.) 12 Mike Fafaul (Sr.) 
lost for 2015 because of a torn ACL, and he should bol- | RB 1 SosoJamabo (So.) 23. Nate Starks [Jr] 

| ster the interior. The 6'3", 305-pound Vanderdoes was an | DEFENSE (8) 


| all-conference honorable mention selection in 2014 after 
| finishing with 5.5 tackles for a loss, fourth-most on the team. 


| man Mique Juarez may come the closest to emulating Jack’s 


| be astrength after leading the Pac-12 in pass defense (203.2 
| ypg). Cornerback Fabian Moreau, who missed most of the 
| year with a foot injury, also returns. 


| Pac-12 title, a product of a succession of highly ranked recruiting class- 


| tures to the NFL Draft, the second-most of any program after Ohio 
{ State, with four of them on the offensive side of the ball. 


| ‘That puts a good deal of pressure on Rosen, who is talented JEqpiymae)s I.) 


| is transitioning to a new offense. The defense, which returns 
| eight starters, can help if it fixes its issues up front. There 


| factoring into a tight Pac-12 South race late in the season. 


GFFENSE Josh Rosen is aiming to build upon an impressive debut 
season that earned him Pac-12 Offensive Freshman of the Year honors. 


although he did have 11 interceptions, Rosen lacks the running abil- 
ity of his predecessor Brett Hundley, so the Bruins will move from 


better match up against physical teams. 
The backfield is deep, even with the loss of all-conference running 


But depth thins out from there for a group that ranked in the top 30 


‘The receiving corps lost four of its top five pass catchers. Darren An- 


drews had 43 receptions, third-most on the team, and will uy . ; 
They lost a bunch of dudes early, but | think 


they're the team to heat in the South. The quar- 


ington, who started nine games as a freshman in 2014 bef ; 
pisaatet eee a og terback is the best guy out there.” 


seeing a limited role as a sophomore. 


Gone are also three of the five starters are the offensive line, — An opposing Pac-12 assistant coach | 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (4) 
WR 14 Theo Howard (Fr.) 
WR 7 Darren Andrews (Jr.) 
WR 82 Eldridge Massington (Jr.) 

LT 68 Conor McDermott (Sr.) 

LG 76 Kenny Lacy (Jr.) 

C Jake Raulerson (Jr.) 

RG 52 Scott Quessenberry (Jr.) 

RT 77 Kolton Miller (So.) 


tackle Conor McDermott is the key to the unit. 


DEFENSE  Beset by injuries and apparently insufficient size, 
UCLA proved incapable of stopping the run last season. 


10 Kenneth Walker Ill (Sr.) 
1. Ishmael Adams (Sr.) 
14 Mossi Johnson (Jr.) 
75 Andre James (Fr.) 

72 Cristian Garcia (Sr.) 
69 Najee Toran (So.) 

73 Tevita Halalilo (So.) 
59 Zach Bateman (Jr.) 


Bruins in 2015, and the issue was accentuated in a Foster 
Farms Bowl loss to Nebraska, which totaled 326 yards on the 
ground. All-America nose tackle Kenny Clark, who was sec- 


DE 98 Takkarist McKinley (Sr.) 90 Rick Wade (Fr.) 

DT 96 Eli Ankou (Sr.) 99 Matt Dickerson (Jr.) 
DE 47 Eddie Vanderdoes (Jr.) Boss Tagaloa Fr.) 
LB 58 Deon Hollins (Sr.) 11 Keisean Lucier-South (Fr.) 
LB 12 Jayon Brown (Sr.) 19 Josh Woods (So.) 
Isaako Savaiinaea (Sr.) 42 Kenny Young (Jr.) 
Mique Juarez (Fr) 4 Cameron Judge (Sr.) 
CB 10 Fabian Moreau (Sr.) 7 Johnny Johnson (Jr.) 
CB 9 Marcus Rios (Sr.) 22 Nate Meadors (So.) 
S 2 JaleelWadood (Jr) 21. Tahaan Goodman (Sr.) 
S 3 RandallGoforth(Sr.) 18 Octavius Spencer [So.) 


Leading tackler Jayon Brown, who tallied 93 in 2015, re- 
turns, as do linebackers Deon Hollins, a skilled edge rusher, 
and Isaako Savaiinaea, a sound inside linebacker. Star fresh- 


skill-set, though. 
All the starters are back from a secondary that should again 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
SPECIALISTS Freshman JJ Molson, a native of Quebec K 17 JJ Molson (Fr) KR_ 14 Mossi Johnson [Jr] 
who enrolled in January before spring practice, takes over P Austin Kent [Fr.) PR 1 Ishmael Adams (Sr) 


for departed Lou Groza Award winner Ka’imi Fairbairn. He 
has a strong leg as well but no college experience. Another 
freshman, Austin Kent, takes over as the punter for Matt 
Mengel, who struggled to average 40 yards per attempt last season, 


FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Bruins again have the talent to challenge for a 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Josh Rosen, 487-292-3,669-11, 23 TDs 
Rushing: Soso Jamabo, 66 att., 403 yds., 4 TOs 
Receiving: Darren Andrews, 43 rec., 443 yds.. 1 10 
Tackles: Jayon Brown, 93 

Sacks: Aaron Wallace, 7.0 
Interceptions: Three players tied with 2 


es over the last five years under Jim Mora. But they saw six early depar- 


but still has just 13 career college starts under his belt and 
UCLA stuffed 13.8 percent of runs 


at or behind the line, 123rd in FBS. 
Injuries led to a lack of depth, 


are enough pieces left that it’s easy to see the Bruins again \ ; : 
disruption and third-down stops. 
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‘® Usc TROUANS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 23 * PAC-12 SOUTH PREDICTION: 2 * PROJECTED RECORD: 8-4, 6-3 Pac-12 


OFFENSE Max Browne's introduction to the pressures of big-time 
college football will come soon enough. USC’s junior quarterback is 
expected to make his first start in the season opener against defend- 
ing National Champion Alabama in Dallas. Browne, taking over for 
three-year starter Cody Kessler, finally gets his chance four years after 
being named the National High School Player of the Year. Much of 
the success or failure of the offense will rest on his strong right arm. 
Fortunately for Browne and coach Clay Helton, starting his first full- 
time season on the job, the rest of the offense is experienced and deep. 
Senior Justin Davis (902 yards, 5.3 average) and sophomore Ronald 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Clay Helton 

Record at School: 6-4 (1+ years) 

Career Record: 6-4 {1+ years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Jee Martin 
Defensive Coordinator: Clancy Pendergrast 
Los Angeles, CA 1 
Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum (93,607) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 vs. Alabama # | Jones (987 yards, 6.5 average) form one of the country’s top tailback 
Sept. 10 Utah State lrdomibindtions: 

st Z : ip JuJu Smith-Schuster (89 receptions for 1,454 yards and 10 TDs) is 
Ort. 1 Arisa Stata an All-America candidate at wide receiver, and the entire offensive 
Oct. 8 Colorado line returns intact, led by All-Pac-12 tackle Zach Banner. Helton has 
Oct. 15  atArizona stressed the need for the Trojans to return to a more physical 

Oct. 27 California style of play, reiterating how he longs to lock up games in 

Nov, 6 Oregon the fourth quarter with a bruising running attack. But he bt 

Nov, 12 at Washington also wants to utilize the outstanding athleticism of kids such [gaia 
Nov. 19 at UCLA as Smith-Schuster and Adoree’ Jackson, the star cornerback 

Nov. 26 Notre Dame 


who is a big play waiting to happen as a part-time wide re- 


Arlington, TX eaaner DEPTH CHART 
2015 RESULTS DEFENSE Defensive coordinator Clancy Pendergast re- OFFENSE (9) 
FINAL RECORD: 8-6, 6-3 turns to USC, where he was last seen molding a terrific de- | WR 9 JuJu Smith-Schuster (Jr.) 13. DeQuan Hampton (St) 
Sept. § Arkansas State W 55-6  fense in 2013. Replicating that feat this year might be diffi- | WR 1 Darreus Rogers (Sr.) 15. Isaac Whitney (Sr. 
Sept. 12 Idaho W 59-9 | cult, especially with a defensive line that is alarmingly raw. |SLOT 7 Steven Mitchel Ur) 2 Adoree' Jackson (Ir) 
Sept. 17 Stanford L 31-4) | There are no returning starters up front, and Kenny Bigelow, LT'72 Chad Wheeler (Sr.) 63. Roy Hemsley (Ft 
Sept. 26 atArizona State = W 42-14 | op eebioak ‘led j tt leader of th ? LG 51 Damien Mama (Jr.) 77 Chris Brown {So.) 
Oct. 8 Washington L 12-17 SA ug oe Vas eo SY Aa C 50 ToaLobendahn(Jr.) 62 Khaliel Rodgers Jr.) 
Oct. 17 at Notre Dame L 91-4) | STOUR, went down for the season with a knee injury in spring | Rg 60 VianeTalamaivao(Jr.) 68 Jordan Simmons (Sr. 
Oct. 24 Utah W 42-24 | Practice. Not that the Trojans are lacking in large bodies RT 73 Zach Banner (Sr.)} 70 Chuma Edoga {So.) 
Oct. 31 at California W 27-21} | with considerable potential. Promising linemen Noah Jef- TE 48 Taylor McNamara (Sr.) 82 Tyler Petite So.) 
Nov. 7 Arizona W 38-30 | ferson and Rasheem Green were in the rotation a year ago. QB 4 Max Browne (Jr.) 14 Sam Darnold (Fr) 
Nov, 13 at Colorado W 2-24 | And Porter Gustin, the top defensive end/outside linebacker | RB 22 Justin Davis (Sr.) 25 Ronald Jones Il (So.) 
Nov. 21 at Oregon L 28-48 in Pendergast’s 5-2 alignment, is quick and aggressive. DEFENSE (5) 
Nov. 26 UCLA W 40-21 Cameron Smith, the Pac-12 Defensive Freshman of the | DE 94 Rasheem Green {So 89 Christian Rector {Fr.) 
Dec. 6 vs. Stanford % L 2-4 | Year, is expected to come back strong after a late-season | NT 91 Noah Jefferson (So,) 92 Jacob Daniel (So,) 
Dec. 30 vs. Wisconsin # L 21-23 


knee injury at one inside linebacker spot, with sophomore | DE 44 


“eSanta Clara #Holiday Bowt 


Osa Masina the likely starter at the other inside position, | OLB 42 UchennaNwosu (Jr) 99 Oluwole Betiku (Fr) 

TOP 10 RECRUITS although he was pushed hard by Michael Hutchings and iz > ~— al (So) bh a venpd 

; ; ; sa Masina (So. uinton Powell (Sr. 
1. Oluwole Betiku, DE/OLB, Lagos, Nigeria oe ee ery pica — ‘ OLB 45. Porter Gustin (So.) 40) Jabari Ruffin Sr.) 
2, Jack Jones, DB, Long Beach, CA € secondary should be a strength, with Jac son and | “cp 2 Adoree’ Jackson Jr.) 14 Isaiah Langley (So.| 
3. Tyler Vaughns, WR, Covina, CA sophomore Iman Marshall forming a premier pairatcorner- | cg g |manMarshall(So.) 23 Jonathan Lockett (Jr) 
4, Michael Pittman, WR, Woodland Hills, CA| ack. The depth at safety was accentuated in the spring when | sg 24 John Plattenburg (Jr.) 22 Leon McQuay Il (St. 
5. E.J. Price, OT, Dacula, GA returning starters Chris Hawkins and John Plattenburg were FS 4 Chris Hawkins (Jr.) 7 Marvell Telt III (So.} 
6. Jamel Cook, DB, Miami, Fla battling to keep their jobs among a bevy of talented candi- SPECIAL TEAMS 
7. Trevon Sidney, WR. Covina, CA dates that include Marvell Tell ITI and Leon McQuay III. K 39 Matt Boermeester (Jr) KR 2 Adore’ Jackson Jr.) 


co 


. Josh Imatorbhebhe, WR, Suwanee, GA 
9. Vavae Malepeai, RB, Aiea, HI 
10. Frank Martin Il, OT, West Covina, CA 


2015 RANKINGS 


SPECIALISTS ‘The head coach and quarterback won't be the 
only new things at the start of this season. Both kickers will 
be newcomers as well. Lefty Matt Boermeester takes over 
as the full-time placekicker, while sophomore Chris Tilbey, 
whose only experience has been with Australian Rules Football, is the 


P 36 


OFFENSE PERGAME PAC-12 HATIONAL  Jikely new punter. At least senior Zach Smith returns for his fourth year 
ao ip ppg 6 Ps as an excellent snapper. Jackson is a one-man kick returning unit. 
cath a a ; _ FINAL ANALYSIS ‘There wouldn't be so much concern about a new 
Total 4379 ypg 7 98 quarterback and an inexperienced defensive line if it weren't for a sched- 
ce FE Ee ule that ranks among the toughest in the country. Helton, re- 
Scoring 25.7 pg. 50 freshingly humble compared to his recent predecessors, can’t 
Rushing 149.3 ypq 5 4] stop gushing about how fortunate he is to have this job. The 
Passing 251.5 ypg 7 94 talent he has, especially at running back, up front on offense 
Total 400.8 ypq 4 65 and in the defensive secondary, is good enough to contend 608 
TOMARGIN PERGAME PAC‘12 NATIONAL | for a Pac-12 title. But if he can't go 9-3 or at least 8-4 with - 

+ +079 2 11 this group, he might not feel so lucky anymore. 


162 ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2016 


“They've got electric athletes at receiver and 
they're deep. They've got five-stars who proba- 
‘t even catch a pass, but that’s USC.” 


— An opposing Pac-12 assistant coach 


Malik Dorton (So.) 53. Kevin Scott [Fr.) 


PR 7 Steven Mitchell Jr.) 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Max Browne, 12-8-113-0, 0 TDs 

Rushing: Ronald Jones |, 153 att., 987 yds., 8 TDs 
Receiving: JuJu Smith-Schuster, 89 rec., 1,454 yds. 10 TDs 
Tackles: Cameron Smith, 78 

Sacks: Porter Gustin, 5.5 

Interceptions: Two players tied with 3 


Chris Tilbey (So.) 


Since 1983, USC has gone 
134-86-3 [.608) when led by a 
coach with previous USC expe- 
rience and 141-44-3 [.758] with 
outsiders. 


r Brouillet 


AP 


M INFORMATION OFFENSE ‘The discussion of Utah begins the same way every year. 


UTAH UTES 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 32 * PAC-12 SOUTH PREDICTION: 3 » PROJECTED RECORD: 8-4, 5-4 Pac-12 


Head Coach: Kyle Whittingham 
Record at School: 95-46 (11 years} 
Career Record: 95-46 (11 years) 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: Aaron Roderick, 


Jim Harding 


Defensive Coordinator: Morgan Scalley 


Salt Lake City, UT « Rice-Eccles Stadium (45,017) | 


2016 SCHEDULE __ 


Sept. 1 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 23 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov, 10 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 


Southern Utah 
BYU 


at San Jose State 


USC 
at California 
Arizona 


at Oregon State 


at UCLA 
Washington 


at Arizona State 


Oregon 
at Colorado 


| recruiting classes, and his only action came in one game in 2014. Inju- 


| Tyler Huntley, who joined the team in January. Utah is listing all three 


seasons, but the Utes made a discovery in November when 
| Booker was sidelined by a knee injury after gaining 1,261 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 10-3, 6-3 


Michigan 
Utah State 

at Fresno State 
at Oregon 
California 
Arizona State 
at USC 

Oregon State 
at Washington 
at Arizona 
UCLA 
Colorado 

vs, BYU # 


lot} 


1-17 | 
24-14 
45-24 
62-20 | 
30-24 

3-18 
24-62 

2-12 | 
36-23 

30-37 | 


9-17 | 
20-14 | 
35-28 | 
fas Vegas Bow | 


22° reer SSeS SS 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Garett Bolles, OL, Lehi, UT* 


2. Maxs Tupai, DL, Taylorsville, UT 
3. David Luafatasaga, LB, Honolulu, HI* 
4. Troy Williams, 0B, Carson, CA’ 


5. Tyler Huntley, OB, Dania, FL 


6, Alec Dana, WR, Rancho Cucamonga, CA* 
7, Leki Fotu, DE, West Valley City, UT 

8. Davir Hamilton, WR, Compton, CA 

9. Tucker Scott, OL, San Clemente, CA 
10. Kurtis Taufa, LB, Highland, UT* | 


*junior college transfer | 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE © PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL | 
Scoring 30.6ppg 9 56 
Rushing 183.0ypg 4 46 
Passing 180.0 ypg 11 106 
Total 363.0 ypg 11 7 
DEFENSE © PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL | 
Scoring 22.3 ppg 2 31 
Rushing 108.6ypg = 1 6 
Passing 258.2 ypg 9 103 
Total 366.8 ypg = 2 4) 
TOMARGIN © PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 
+13 +100 1 4 


| to expand their passing game with any of three contenders for the 


| ries have limited Cox's chances of climbing the depth chart in the past, 
| but the coaches like his ability. They’re also impressed with freshman 


as co-starters going into August. 


starts up front for the Utes, who keep producing NFL-level | 9B 5 Brandon Cox (Jr) 1 Tyler Huntley (Fr. 

talent on the line. The leader is junior Lowell Lotulelei, who | RB 2 Joe Williams Sr) 4 Troy McCormick {Jr} 
| made the All-Pac-12 first team after recording five tackles | DEFENSE (6) 

for a loss and helping the Utes rank first in the conference in | DE 11 Kylie Fitts (Sr.) 56. Chris Hart [Fr.) 


| expect immediate impact from junior college transfer David 
| Luafatasaga. 


| FINAL ANALYSIS Utah coach Kyle Whittingham considers a 2015 


the standings and playing in the conference championship Jy ymas)Ila:] 


| it,” Whittingham says. “But we hope we're a team that peo- 


The Utes’ defense compares favorably to any group in the Pac-12, so if 
their offense improves, they will challenge for the South title. 

Travis Wilson finished his career No. 2 on Utah’s list of career wins 
for a starting quarterback (24) after taking the job midway through his 
freshman year. The Utes will miss Wilson's running ability but hope 


position. Troy Williams was the presumed favorite as a junior college 
transfer who started his career at Washington. Williams was unable to 
play during the last three weeks of spring drills, however, due to a sore 
arm. Brandon Cox is the only remaining quarterback from previous 


may be one 
of their hardest guys to replace. He was incredi- 
ble. The way they play, field position is critical.” 


— An opposing Pac-12 assistant coach 


Utah's offense relied heavily on Devontae Booker for two 


yards in 10 games. Joe Williams emerged as a productive, 
explosive runner with 399 yards in the final three games. 
The inability of Utah’s receivers to get open, particular- DEPTH CHART 
ly on deep patterns, held back the offense in 2015. Some | OFFENSE (5) 
talented players are available, including Tim Patrick, who | WR 81 Tyrone Smith (S0.) 47 Caleb Repp (So.) 
needs to stay healthy. Cory Butler-Byrd was primarily a | WR 16 Cory Butler-Byrd (Sr) 6 Kyle Fulks (Jr.) 
cornerback for most of the season, while appearing occa- | WR? Tim Patrick (Sr) 11. Raelon Singleton {So,) 


sionally on offense. ee a ini } 7 —e area 
ae : : isaac Asiata (Sr. atrin Paulo (Fr. 
Utah expects to have five juniors or seniors starting up C55. Hiva Lutui (Sr) 75. Nick Nowakowski (Sr) 


front, led by right tackle J.J. Dielman. 


DEFENSE In his first year as Utah’s coordinator, Morgan 
Scalley says he wants to field a “fast and nasty” defense. It all 


RG 74 SalesiUhatafe(Jr.) 69 Lo Falemaka (Jr.) 
RT 68 J.J. Dielman (Sr.) 70 Jackson Barton (So.} 
TE 87 Siale Fakailoatonga (Sr) 84 Evan Moeai (Sr) 


DT 45 Filipo Mokofisi (Jr) 59 Pasoni Tasini (Sr.) 

DT 93 Lowell Lotulelei(Jr.) 90 Stevie Tu'ikolovatu (Sr. 
DE 49 Hunter Dimick (Sr) 50 Pita Taumoepenu (Sr) 
MLB 19 Sunia Tauteoli (Jr.) Donovan Thompson {Fr.) 
OLB 30 Cody Barton (So.) David Luafatasaga (Jr. 

NB 12 Justin Thomas (Sr.) Boobie Hobbs (Jr.) 
CB 15 Dominique Hatfield (Sr.) 5 Tavaris Williams (So.) 
CB 29 Reginald Porter (Sr.) 14 Brian Allen (Sr.) 

SS 22 Chase Hansen (So.) 3 Jason Thompson (Sr.) 
FS 20 Marcus Williams (Jr.) 7 Andre Godfrey Ur.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 39° Andy Phillips (Sr) KR_ 16 Cory Butler-Byrd (Sr.] 
P 33 Mitch Wishnowsky [So.) PR 1 Boobie Hobbs (Jr.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


rushing defense, allowing 108.6 yards per game. 

Dealing with spread offenses, the Utes employ only two 
linebackers about 80 percent of the time. Sunia Tauteoli and 
Cody Barton made good progress in the spring after play- 
ing behind some talented linebackers last year. The Utes also 


The Utes recorded 22 interceptions in 2015, two years after 

picking off only three passes. Free safety Marcus Williams 
made the All-Pac-12 first team after leading Utah with five 
interceptions. 
SPECIALISTS Punter Tom Hackett was one of Utah's big- 
gest weapons, averaging 48.0 yards as a senior and often pin- 
ning opponents deep in their territory. The Utes have landed 
another Australian punter, Mitch Wishnowsky. Andy Phil- 
lips is one of the Pac-12’s top kickers. Phillips made 23-of-27 field 
goals last season, including 15-of-15 from inside 40 yards. 


Passing: Chase Hansen, 0-1-0-0, 0 TDs 
Rushing: Joe Williams, 104 att., 477 yds,, 3 TDs 
Receiving: Harris Handley, 21 rec., 286 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Marcus Williams, 66 

Sacks: Kylie Fitts, 7.0 

Interceptions: Marcus Williams, 5 


Pac-12 South co-championship both an achievement for the program 
and a missed opportunity. The Utes regret November losses to Ari- 
zona and UCLA that kept them from overtaking USC in 


game, but they’ve advanced to a point where they're in the 
conversation among the South’s contenders. 
“Nobody cares about being close; you've got to actually win 


In Kyle Whittingham’s first three 
years as head coach, Utah went 
5-7 in one-possession games. 
Since then: 26-12, a .684 win 
ple take notice of every year.” percentage. 
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PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


GEORGIA 
9-3, 5-3 SEC 
FLORIDA 
GATOR 
B-4, 6-3 SEC 


KENTUCKY 
6-6, 3-5 SEC 


MISSOURI 
TIGERS 


5-7, 2-6 SEC 


I 
2 
w 
4 
3 
6 
7 


SEC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME: ALABAMA OVER TENNESSEE 


4-8, 1-7 SEC 


TENNESSEE 
VOLUNTEERS 


10-3, 6-2 SEC 


BULLDOGS 


WILDCATS 


VANDERBILT 
COMMODORES 
5-7, 3-5 SEC 


EAST 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
GAMECOCKS 


WEST 


2015 BOWL RESULTS 


National Championship Game: Alabama 45, Clemson 40 


Cotton Bowl: Alabama 38, Michigan State 0 
Sugar Bowl: Ole Miss 48, Oklahoma State 20 
Citrus Bowl: Michigan 41, Florida 7 
LSU Outback Bowl: Tennessee 45, Northwestern 6 


ALABAMA 
CRIMSON TIDE 


12-1, 7-1 SEC 


TIGERS Texas Bowl: LSU 56, Texas Tech 27 
Wee Belk Bowl: Mississippi State 51, NC State 28 
TaxSlayer Bowl: Georgia 24, Penn State 17 
REBEL Music City Bowl: Louisville 27, Texas A&M 21 
9-3, 6-2 SEC Liberty Bowl: Arkansas 45, Kansas State 23 


Birmingham Bowl: Auburn 31, Memphis 10 


ARKANSAS 
RAZORBACKS 
8-4,5-3 SEC 


TEXAS A&M Peach Bowl (CFP): Alabama vs. Clemson 

AGGIE’ Sugar Bowl: Tennessee vs. Oklahoma 
Cotton Bowl: LSU vs. Houston 

AUBURN Citrus Bowl: Ole Miss vs. Michigan State 

TIGERS Outback Bowl: Georgia vs. lowa 

6-6, 3-5 SEC 


TaxSlayer Bowl: Florida vs. Virginia Tech 
Belk Bowl: Arkansas vs. North Carolina 
Texas Bowl: Texas A&M vs. Oklahoma State 
Music City Bowl: Auburn vs. Wisconsin 
Liberty Bowl: Mississippi State vs. West Virginia 
Birmingham Bowl: Kentucky vs. Connecticut 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 
BULLDOGS 


6-6, 2-6 SEC 
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“QDPREVIEW 


2016 BOWL PROJECTIONS 


Covatta; Kelly Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 


Chris 


EAST SEC 
Florida 7-1 
Georgia §-3 
Tennessee §-3 
Kentucky 2-6 
Vanderbilt 2-6 
Missouri 1-7 
South Carolina 1-7 


BY SCHOOL 


. Alabama 


. Georgia 
Auburn 

. Florida 

. Tennessee 

. Texas A&M 

. Arkansas 

. South Carolina 
11. Mississippi State 
. Kentucky 

. Missouri 

. Vanderbilt 


1 
2. 
3. 
4 
5: 
6 
7 
8 
9 


CHAD KELLY 


2015 SEC STANDINGS §& 


OVERALL 
10-4 
10-3 
9-4 
5-7 
4-8 
5-7 
3-9 


| ALABAMA 


ARKANSAS 


| AUBURN 
| FLORIDA 
| GEORGIA 
| KENTUCKY 


LSU 


| MISSOURI 

| MISS. STATE 

_ OLEMISS 

| SOUTH CAROLINA 


TENNESSEE 


| TEXAS A&M 
| VANDERBILT 
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Arkansas 
Mississippi State 
Texas A&M 
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SEC 
7-1 
6-2 
5-3 
§-3 
4-4 
4-4 
2-6 


2016 UNIT RANKINGS 


i] 


OVERALL 
14-1 
10-3 
9-3 
8-5 
9-4 
8-5 
7-6 


FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 


QB Chad Kelly 6-2 215 Sr. 
RB Leonard Fournette 6-1 230 Jr 
RB Jalen Hurd 6-4 240 Sr 
WR Christian Kirk 5-11 200 So 
WR Calvin Ridley 6-1 188 So 
TE Evan Engram 6-3 227 Sr. 

C Ethan Pocic 6-7 309 Sr. 
OL Alex Kozan 6-4 300 Sr. 
OL Jashon Robertson 6-3 315 Sr 
OL Cam Robinson 6-6 327s Jr. 
OL Dan Skipper 6-10 326 Sr. 
AP Boom Williams 5-9 196 Jr. 


FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 


DL Jonathan Allen 6-3 294 Sr. 
DL Derek Barnett 6-3 257 Jr. 
DL Myles Garrett 6-5 262 Jr 
DL Arden Key 6-6 231 So 
LB ZachCunningham 6-4 230 Jr 
LB Reuben Foster 6-1 240 Sr. 
LB Jalen Reeves-Maybin 6-0 225 Sr. 
CB Jalen Tabor 6-0 199 Jr 
CB Tre'Davious White 5-11 191 Sr 

$ Jamal Adams 6-1 211 Jr 

S Eddie Jackson 6-0 194 Sr 


FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 


K Daniel Carlson 6-4 213° Sr. 
P JK. Scott 6-5 198 Jr. 
KR — Evan Berry 5-11 207 Jr. 
PR Cameron Sutton 5-11 186 Sr. 


SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 


QB Joshua Dobbs 6-3 207° Sr. 
RB Nick Chubb 5-10 220 Sr 
RB Sony Michel §-11 212 Sr 
WR Fred Ross 6-2 207 Sr. 
WR Damore'ea Stringfellow 6-2 220 Jr 
TE 0.J. Howard 6-6 242 Sr. 

C Jon Toth 6-5 310 Sr. 
OL Will Clapp 6-5 303 So 
OL Avery Gennesy 6-56 310 Sr. 
OL Greg Pyke 6-6 313° Sr. 
OL Braden Smith 6-6 286 Sr. 
AP Alvin Kamara 5-10 215 Jr. 


SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 


DL Marquis Haynes 6-3 220 Sr. 
DL Charles Harris 6-3 255 Jr. 
DL Carl Lawson 6-2 257 Jr. 
DL  Deatrich Wise 6-5 280) Sr. 
LB Kendell Beckwith 6-2 252 Sr. 
LB Jarrad Davis 6-2 240 Sr. 
LB Skai Moore 6-2 218 Sr. 
CB Minkah Fitzpatrick 6-1 200 So. 
CB Cam Sutton 5-11 186 Sr. 

S Tony Conner 6-0 215 Sr. 

S_ Marcus Maye 6-0 210 Sr. 


. Ole Miss 
. LSU 

. Tennessee 
. Texas A&M 
. Alabama 
~ Ole Miss 
. LSU 
Auburn 

. Tennessee 
. Alabama 
. Arkansas 


Kentucky 


Alabama 


. Tennessee 
. Texas A&M 
. LSU 

. Vanderbilt 
. Alabama 
. Tennessee 
. Florida 

. LSU 

. LSU 


Alabama 


Auburn 
Alabama 
Tennessee 
Tennessee 


Tennessee 


. Georgia 

. Georgia 

. Mississippi State 
. Ole Miss 

. Alabama 

. Kentucky 

. LSU 

. Texas A&M 

. Georgia 


Auburn 
Tennessee 


Ole Miss 
Missouri 
Auburn 
Arkansas 
LSU 
Florida 
South Carolina 
Alabama 
Tennessee 
Ole Miss 
Florida 


SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 


K Adam Griffith 5-10 193 Sr. 
P Johnny Townsend 6-1 210 Jr. 
KR Speedy Noil 5-11 192 Jr. 
PR Antonio Callaway 5-11 195 So. 
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= FLORIDA GATORS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 21 * SEC EAST PREDICTION: 3 * PROJECTED RECORD: 8-4, 5-3 SEC 


OFFENSE In four seasons under Will Muschamp, the Florida Gators 
had five different starting quarterbacks, three offensive coordinators 

| and some of the nation’s least-productive attacks. Florida hired Jim 
McElwain to breathe some life into the side of the ball the Gators were 
known for under Steve Spurrier and Urban Meyer. 

Florida showed promise early on, highlighted by a 38-point outburst 
against Ole Miss. But after the NCAA suspended quarterback Will 
Grier for violating its policy on performance-enhancing drugs, the Ga- 
tors went into a tailspin with Treon Harris at the helm. 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Jim McElwain 

Record at School: 10-4 (1 year] 

Career Record: 32-20 (4 years} 

Offensive Coordinator: Doug Nussmeier 
Defensive Coordinator: Geoff Collins 
Gainesville, FL Ben Hill Griffin Stadium (88,548) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 Massachusetts | McElwain now turns to transfer Luke Del Rio, the son of Oakland 
Sept. 10 Kentucky Raiders coach Jack Del Rio, or Purdue graduate transfer Austin Ap- 
Sept. 17 Worth Tesas pleby. The winner of the quarterback race will become Florida's ninth 
Hg i : eter | starting quarterback since Tim Tebow’s final season, in 2009. 

Oct. B LSU Last season, the Gators’ lack of depth and experience up front were 
Oct. 15 Missouri | hard to overcome. At times UF started three true freshmen and end- 
Oct. 29 vs. Georgia # ed the season surrendering a nation-leading 45 sacks. Left 

Nov, § at Arkansas tackle David Sharpe is the veteran of the group, while soph- 

Nov. 12 South Carolina omore Martez Ivey looks to live up to his billing as the na- 

Nov. 19 Presbyterian | tion’s No. 1 offensive line recruit in 2015. 

Nov. 26 at Florida State | 


McElwain values a physical run game, the backbone of his 
offenses during four seasons at Alabama (2008-11). Sopho- 
more Jordan Scarlett hopes to emerge from the shadow of 


Aacksomville, FL 


2015 RESULTS 


DEPTH CHART 


“| don’t Know if anyone has deserved SEC Coach 
of the Year more than Jim McElwain last year. ... 
They coached their everloving tail off on offense.” 


— An opposing SEC assistant coach 


Antonio Callaway (So.) 18 C.J. Worton (So. 


FINAL RECORD: 10-4, 7-1 1,000-yard rusher Kelvin Taylor and lead Florida's trio of OFFENSE (5) 
Sept. 5 New Mexico State W. 61-13 | tailbacks. Keep an eye on juco transfer Mark Thompson. WR 81 
Sept. 12 East Carolina W 41-2 | Receiver Antonio Callaway is a gamebreaker who averaged | WR 5 Ahmad Fulwood (Sr, 
Sept. 19 at Kentucky W > 149 | 17.6 yards and scored six touchdowns on 69 touches. But the | WR 4 Brandon Powell (Jr.) 
Sept. 26 Tennessee W 28-27 | Gators still need more from their receiving corps. LT 78 David Sharpe (Jr.) 
Ors, 2) ai, W 36-10 | DEFENSE Muschamp left behind the ingredients for a top LG 73. Marter tvey (Sa. 
Oct. 10 at Missouri W 21-3 | 3 6 - 2 C 54 Cameron Dillard (Jr.) 
| defense, and new defensive coordinator Geoff Collins did 
Oct. 17 atLSU L 28-35 | : ; RG 64 Tyler Jordan (So.) 
Oct. 31 vs. Georgia % W 27-3 | not squander the opportunity. The Gators ranked fourth in RT 74 Fred Johnson (So.} 
Nov. 7 Vanderbilt w 97, the SEC in both total defense and scoring defense in 2015. | TE 39 DeAndre Goolsby [Je 
Nov. 14 atSouth Carolina W 24-14 But the physical and mental fatigue of propping up a mor- | QB 14 Luke Del Rio (So. 
Nov. 21 FloridaAtlantic (ot) W 20-14 | ibund offense took its toll, and Florida yielded 503 yards to | RB 25 Jordan Scarlett (So.) 
Nov. 28 Florida State l 227 | Michigan during a 41-7 Citrus Bowl beat-down. DEFENSE (6) 
Dec. 5 vs, Alabama & { 14-29 | The Gators look to bounce back despite losing some key 
ahs DE 94 Bryan Cox Jr. (Sr.) 
Jan. 1 vs. Michigan# = L741 pieces, including two All-Americans (cornerback Vernon | wr 91 pa Wvie (Sr) 
‘idachsomille SAtlanta Citas Bow. | © Flargreaves III and tackle Jon Bullard) and a tone-setting | pT 57 Caleb Brantley (Jr.) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS safety (Keanu Neal). Many quality players remain, beginning | DE 9 Cece Jefferson (So.) 
: | with All-SEC cornerback Jalen Tabor and one of the SEC’s | SLB 13 Daniel MeMillian (Sr. 
4 oe ung rs — best linebackers, senior Jarrad Davis. Junior cornerback Quin- | MLB 34 Alex Anzalone (Jt 
‘ barber WR) on a cy Wilson and senior safety Marcus Maye are established nae q si rae 
‘ Mark ihre RB, la Mat eae SEC talents, giving Florida a top secondary once again. CB 6 Quincy Wilson { in) 
5. Josh Hammond, WR, Hallandale Beach, FL The Gators’ defensive line is loaded, beginning with tackle S 8 NickWashington (J 
6. Jeremiah Woo, (3: Birninghan, AL. | Caleb Brantley and end Cece Jefferson. Senior end Bryan 5 20 Marcus Maye (Sr.] 
7. Jordan Smith, DE, Lithonia, GA | Cox Jr. is equally effective against the run and pass, while SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Jeawon Taylor, DB, Montgomery, AL | WO Young ends — Keivonnis Davis and Jabari Zuniga — K 16 Fay Pineiro (S0) 
9. Dre Massey, WR, Greenville, SC* have bright futures. Quality depth abounds, too. P 19. Johnny Townsend (ic) 


10. David Reese, LB, Farmington, MI SPECIALISTS Placekicker Austin Hardin has moved on 


‘junior college tansfer | after making just 16-of-36 field goals at Florida, opening 
the door for Eddy Pineiro, a former Alabama commit best 
2015 RANKINGS i known for kicking a 77-yard field goal on YouTube. Punter Johnny 
OFFENSE PERGAME = SEC_—NATIONAL | “Townsend is among the nation’s best and averaged 45.4 yards per kick 
ty 232ppg 11100 in 2015. Callaway scored twice as a punt returner. 
Rene TOT ee yg FINAL ANALYSIS McElwain led Florida to a 6-0 start and its first 
Total 344.0ypg 12 12 top-10 ranking in three seasons en route to the Gators’ first outright 
aaa = Seka eae ae SEC East title since 2009. But a season-ending three-game 
Scoring 183ppq skid exposed Florida’s deficiencies on offense, and teams 
Rushing 128.1 ypg 5 % outscored the Gators 97—24 during that stretch. Despite the 
Passing 182.1 ypg rf ugly finish, McElwain brought a new vibe to the program, 
Total 30.2ypg 4 g selling out The Swamp four times and overseeing facility 
Gaal. iw Ge) Oe upgrades. But to take the next step on the field, McElwain 
+8 +0573 n must develop a long-term answer at quarterback. 
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offense. 


9 
53 
5 
64 
1” 
67 
80 
12 
32 


23 
26 


Tyrie Cleveland (Fr.) 
Dre Massey (Jr) 
Kavaris Harkless (So.) 
Antonio Rites (Jr.) 
Tyler Jordan (So.) 
Andrew Mike (So.) 
Brandon Sandifer (Fr.) 
Cyontai Lewis (So.) 
Austin Appleby (Sr.) 
Jordan Cronkrite (So.) 


Jabari Zuniga (Fr.) 
Khairi Clark (So.] 
Taven Bryan (So.) 
Keivonnis Davis (So, 
Matt Rolin [Jr.) 

David Reese (Fr.) 
Kylan Johnson (Fr.) 
Chris Williamson (So.) 
McArthur Burnett (Fr.] 
Chauncey Gardner (Fr.) 
Marcell Harris Ur.) 


KR 4 Brandon Powell (Jr.) 
PR 81 Antonio Callaway (So.) 


BOLD indicates returning 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Treon Harris, 235-119-1,676-6, 9 TDs 
Rushing: Treon Harris, 96 att., 238 yds., 0 TOs 
Receiving: Antonio Callaway, 35 rec., 679 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Jarrad Davis, 98 
Sacks: Four players tied with 3.5 
Interceptions: Jalen Tabor, 4 


STAT CORNER 


Florida's field position margin 
was plus-6.3 yards per drive, 
eighth in FBS. Special teams and 
defense overcame regressing 


starter 


Tom DiPace 


Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 


GEORGIA BULLDOGS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 17 « SEC EAST PREDICTION: 2 « PROJECTED RECORD: 9-3, 5-3 SEC 


OFFENSE For an offensive-minded coach known for developing 
TEAM INFORMATION | quarterbacks, Mark Richt’s downfall at Georgia came down to those 


Head Coach: Kirby Smart 

Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: First Season 
Offensive Coordinator: Jim Chaney 
Defensive Coordinator: Mel Tucker 


Athens, GA © Sanford Stadium (92,746) 


Sept. 3. vs. North Carolina # at $650,000 per season to pry him away from Arkansas. 
Sept. 10 Nicholls State | So how quickly will things be turned around? Potentially pretty 
Sept. 17 at Missouri quickly. The quarterback spot already looks better, whether it’s fifth- 
Sept. 24 at Ole Miss | year senior Greyson Lambert (who started all but one game last year 
Oct. 1. Tenmesses) | after parachuting in from Virginia) having a full offseason in Georgia, 
Oct. 8 at South Carolina oid ; : , 
Oct. 18 Vanderbitt | or five-star freshman Jacob Eason living up to his potential. And don't 
Oct. 29 vs. Florida % | rule out junior Brice Ramsey and his strong arm. 
Nov. 5 at Kentucky | All eyes will be on how soon Nick Chubb will get back on 
Nov. 12 Auburn | the field, and how close to his old form he'll be after signif- 
Nov. 19 UL Lafayette | icant knee surgery. Either way, junior Sony Michel — who 
Nov. 26 Georgia Tech rushed for more than 1,000 yards despite starting only six 

hilt GA iJackson, FL| games last year — is back. Receivers Terry Godwin and Isaiah 


FINAL RECORD: 10-3, 5-3 


Sept. § UL Monroe We 51-14 the two spots that plagued Richt’s final Georgia team. WR 16 Isaiah McKenzie (Jr.) 81 Reggie Davis (Sr.) 

Sou? soca; a27y | DEFENSE Smart inherits a prety good group on defense. | 7 7 Kaanvimnle] 1 Bernt 

Sept. 26 Southern Wo abby y i P : ae he C 54 Brandon Kublanow (Sr.) 53 Lamont Gaillard (So. 

ama’s defensive coordinator, did a solid job recruiting on his ; 

Oct. 3 Alabama L 10-38 ide of the ball G ‘a. Th h should RG 55 Dyshon Sims (Jr.) 67 Sam Madden (Fr.) 

Oct, 10 at Tennessee t 31-38 Side of the ball in two years at Georgia. The strength shoul RT 73. Greg Pyke (Sr.) 58 Pat Allen (Fr) 

Oct. 17 Missouri w 96 | be the secondary, which returns almost everybody from the | TE 83 Jeb Blazevich(Jr.) 88 Jackson Haris (So 

Oct. 31. vs. Florida % | 327 | nation’s top-ranked pass defense. That's a tad deceiving, as | QB 11 GreysonLambert(Sr.) 10 Jacob Eason [Fr.) 

Nov. 7 Kentucky W 27-8 | Georgia faced two triple-option teams, and its schedule | TB 27 Nick Chubb (Jr.) 1 Sony Michel (Jr) 

Nov. 14 at Auburn W 20-13 | wasn’t that strong — Alabama, for instance, picked apart the | FB 46 Glenn Welch (Jr) 47 Christian Payne (Jr.) 

Nov. 21 Georgia Southern (ot) W 23-17 | Bulldogs secondary. But safety Dominick Sanders was first- DEFENSE (5) 

eee et ee We aca | team All-SEC and anchors a very talented group. DE 9% Michael Barnet (So. David Marshal (Fr) 

ae ASPEN STG ES ; ‘The front seven is inexperienced but offers plenty of upside. | DT 78 Trent Thompson(So.) 97 John Atkins (Jr) 
SecsonileHasizye'B | Defensive tackle Trent Thompson, considered by many to be | OE 13 Jonathan Ledbetter (So.) Michail Carter (Fr. 

the nation’s best overall recruit last year, showed flashes. He’s | OLB 17 Davin Bellamy (Jr. 41 Chuks Amaechi (Sr.) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS | joined by a deep class of scphoncesend freshmen. The only | !LB 45 Reggie Carte Ur) 3 Roguan Smith (So. 
1. Jacob Eason, OB, Lake Stevens, WA wa iet : eer . y ILB 6 Natrez Patrick (So.) 42. Tim Kimbrough (Sr.) 
eon . question is how quickly this unit can harness all that talent. ; 
2. Isaac Nauta, TE, Buford, GA ; ly , : OLB 7 Lorenzo Carter (Jr) 15 D’Andre Walker (So.) 
The big question is at linebacker, where Georgia lost team 

3. Mecole Hardman, ATH, Bowman, GA MVP Jake G snide liriehark d ide li CB 14 Malkom Parrish (Jr.) Mecole Hardman (Fr.) 

4, Julian Rochester, DT, Powder Springs, GA. Jake Ganus, SILANSICS MINCDaCKes, ATG OUISIGE LIES |1 "B35 | Aaron Davis Ur) 36 Rico McGraw (So.] 

5 Ben Cleveland OT se GA | backers Jordan Jenkins and Leonard Floyd, Outside line- 5 24 Dominick Sanders (Jr.) 19 Jarvis Wilson (So.) 

6 Ch rm : DE ¢ : GA | backers Davin Bellamy and Lorenzo Carter are two talented 5 20 Quincy Mauger (Sr.) 9 Reggie Wilkerson (. 

dence celta tie x | juniors who could disrupt opposing passing games. Reggie | special TEAMS 


7, Michail Carter, DT, Jackson, GA 


8. Charlie Woerner, WR-TE, Tiger, 


GA 


9. Elijah Holyfield, RB, Atlanta, GA 
10. Jaleel Laguins, ILB, Watkinsville, GA 


| right hire to replace him, and Georgia's passing-challenged offense 
| sputtered to a ranking of 83rd nationally in 2015. 


| his eye on a couple assistant coaches to fill his staff. So he closed in 


» McKenzie offer dynamic options, and tight end is very deep. 


' lem, is healthy again to play inside linebacker, and sopho- 
| mores Natrez Patrick and Roquan Smith have high upside. 
SPECIALISTS McKenzie, in just two years, has already tied 


2015 RANKINGS | 


OFFENSE © PERGAME © SEC_—NATIONAL | spots are a concern. Marshall Long was signed to be the punter. The 
Scoring 26.3 ppg 9 6 placekicking job will be occupied by a walk-on. There could be some 
Rushing Ht ypg F : | very tense moments when Georgia is attempting field goals this year. 
i 3772 ne 8 . | FINAL ANALYSIS Smart's first season sets up a lot like Richt’s fi- 
a a a nal few: A chance for a 10-win season, but maybe not quite 
Scoring 16.9 p09 3 FI enough to win it all. For it all to come together, quarterback 
Rushing 149.5 ypg 8B 4 play and blocking will have to be much better, the inexpe- 
Passing 156.5ypq 1 } | Tienced front seven will have to play well immediately, and 
Total 305.9 ypg 3 7 the kicking game will have to be unexpectedly good. That's 
TOMARGIN”PERGAME Se Wann © Lot to ask. But the pieces are still there to contend in the 

+4 4091007 99 | mediocre SEC East. 


two things. When Mike Bobo left after 2014, Richt didn’t make the 


Enter Kirby Smart, a defensive-minded coach who had long had 


on offensive coordinator and QB guru Jim Chaney and offensive line 
coach Sam Pittman, the latter of whom required a three-year contract 


‘They're pretty solid at the No. 1s, but when you 
dig down the depth chart they don’t have the No. 
2s or 3s like Kirby Smart is used to having.” 


— An opposing SEC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR 5 Terry Godwin (So.) 


Ultimately, the course of this offense may come down to 


quarterback and offensive line — which loses two starters — 82 Michael Chigbu (So.] 


Carter, who missed most of last year with a shoulder prob- K 98 Rodtigo Blankenship [Ft 


P Marshall Long (Fr.) 


KR_ 81 Reggie Davis (Sr) 
PR 16 Isaiah McKenzie [Jr.) 


BOLD indicates returning 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Greyson Lambert, 256-162-1,959-2, 12 TDs 
Rushing: Sony Michel, 219 att. 1.161 yds., 8 TDs 
Receiving: Terry Godwin, 3 rec. 379 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: Tim Kimbrough, 67 
Sacks: Davin Bellamy, 3.0 
Interceptions: Dominick Sanders, 6 


starter 


Georgia's school record for return touchdowns and punt re- 
turn touchdowns. His only issue will be staying healthy. The kicking 


Georgia allowed only 4.4 yards 
per play in November, 10th in 
FBS. The Dawgs masked late 
offensive woes and managed 
10 wins. 
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KENTUCKY WILDCATS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 56 * SEC EAST PREDICTION: 4 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 3-5 SEC 


OFFENSE Kentucky will play with its third different offensive coor- 

dinator in three seasons this fall, but the arrival of new co-offensive co- 

ordinators Eddie Gran and Darin Hinshaw from Cincinnati has led to 
_ renewed optimism about the direction of the offense after one season 
of struggles with Shannon Dawson at the helm. The new UK assistants 
inherit a strong nucleus of young talent with nine of the 11 starters 
from the 2015 season finale back on campus. Former quarterback Pat- 
rick Towles, who transferred to Boston College after losing the starting 
job to Drew Barker, was the only player who recorded a carry or catch 
| last season not to return this spring. 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Mark Stoops 

Record at School: 12-24 (3 years) 
Career Record: 12-24 (3 years} 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: Eddie Gran, 
Darrin Hinshaw 

Defensive Coordinator: D.J. Eliot 
Lexington, KY © Commonwealth Stadium (61,000) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 Southern Miss Barker is the odds-on favorite to start at quarterback this fall after 
Sept. 10 at Florida | completing 35-of-70 passes for 364 yards, one touchdown and two in- 
Sept. 17 New Mexico State | terceptions in five games, including two starts, in his debut season. He 
Sept. 24 South Carolina | is joined by a three-headed rushing attack featuring junior AII-SEC 
Oct, 1 abate | contender Boom Williams, senior Jojo Kemp and sophomore Mikel 
Oct. § Vanderbilt , 

Savin | Horton. Tight end C.J. Conrad figures to take on a larger 
Oct. 22 Mississippi State | * A 
Oct. 29 at Missouri | role after earning SEC All-Freshman honors in 2015. 
Nov. 5 Georgia | Senior center Jon Toth anchors an offensive line that re- 
Nov. 12 at Tennessee | turns four of five starters but needs to improve in obvious 
Nov. 19 Austin Peay | passing situations after ranking 85th nationally in sacks al- 
Nov. 26 at Louisville lowed (30) last season. 


DEFENSE Kentucky’s defense boasts little of the returning 
experience the offense will lean on this fall. 

The Wildcats return just one full-time starter in the front 
seven, and the returning defensive linemen and linebackers 


2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: 5-7, 2-6 


Sept. 5 ULlafayette = W 40-39 | 
. ade ‘| accounted for just 2.5 sacks last season. Following the off- | WR 9 Garrett Johnson (Jr) 1 Ryan Timmons (Sr) 

Sent 1 ato Camis. 9 Wa LT 74 Cole Mosier (J) 75 Tate Leavitt ic) 

Sept. 19 Florida L 9-14 | season dismissal of senior outside linebacker Jason Hatcher, aes Nick ayo Und i. trae Sembee i 

Sept. 26 Missouri W 21-13 | sophomores Denzil Ware and Josh Allen will need to take = rot sesh mgpeess te 

4 C 72 Jon Toth (Sr.) 65 Jervontius Stallings (So.) 

Oct. 3 Eastern Kentucky (ot] W 34-27 | on much of the pass-rushing burden. RG 69 Ramsey Meyers(Jr.) 64. George Asafo-Adjei (So) 

Oct, 1 Auburn L 27-30 A pair of FBS transfers — middle linebacker Courtney | pt 73 Kyle Meadows (Jr.) Landon Young (Fr) 

~ e rahi aad 5 ee | Love from Nebraska and outside linebacker De’Niro Laster | TE 87 C.J. Conrad (So.) 85 Greg Hart (Jr) 

i 7 tes i +7 | from Minnesota — could be key in replacing some of the | QB 7 Drew Barker (So.] 15 Stephen Johnson (Jr.) 

vi 14 ehsalals L 2 | lost production from 2015. Love has been hailed as the de- | RB 18 Boom Williams (Jr.) 3 Jojo Kemp [Sr.) 

Nov. 21 Charlotte W 58-19 _ fense’s new leader and will be particularly important in lead- DEFENSE (4) 

Nov. 28 Louisville L 24-38 | ing the way for an inside linebacker group that has almost no | DE 94 Courtney Miggins (Sr) 92 Alvonte Belt (Jc! 
returning experience. But Love totaled just six tackles in 12 | NG 69 Matt Elam (Jr) 77 Naquez Pringle (Jr.) 
games as a redshirt freshman at Nebraska in 2014. DT 96 Regie Meant [Jr.) 99 Adrian Middleton [So.} 

TOP 10 RECRUITS The strength of the defense is the secondary, where the | OLB 35 Denzil Ware (So.) 8 Kobie Walker (So.) 


MLB 51 
WLB 34 
OLB 4) 


| Wildcats return almost the entire two-deep, led by SEC 
All-Freshman corner Chris Westry. Seniors Blake McClain, 
) Marcus McWilson and J.D. Harmon should add a veteran 


1. Landon Young, OL, Lexington, KY 
2. Drake Jackson, C, Versailles, KY 
3. Kash Daniel, LB, Paintsville, KY 


4, Tate Leavitt, OT, Thornville, OH* presence to support what could be four sophomore starters. ea 7 
5. Jordan Griffin, DB, Jonesboro, A SPECIALISTS Kicking was a significant problem for Ken- a 
6, Uantan Boaner. LB. Lyndhurst, Of tucky in 2015, with former All-SEC place kicker Austin | FS 15 


7. Tobias Gilliam, DB, Dayton, OH 

8. Zy'Aire Hughes, ATH, Paducah, KY 

9. Dakota Holtzclaw, WR, Columbus, OH 

10. Jaylin Bannerman, LB, Pickerington, OH | 
*junior college transfer 


2015 RANKINGS 


MacGinnis battling a nagging groin injury and senior punter 
Landon Foster posting the worst season of his career. Foster, 
who was otherwise steady in four years as the No. 1 punter, 
graduated, but MacGinnis returns and reported being back to 
100 percent this spring. Freshman punter Grant McKinniss, 
who was rated as a four-star recruit by Scout, will need to 
' make an immediate impact. UK’s return game has added little excite- 


Pp 


OFFENSE PERGAME = SEC_— NATIONAL ment in the Stoops era, but Sihiem King showed potential on kickoffs. 
an rt A r Ms FINAL ANALYSIS Gran's Cincinnati offense posted video-game 
Passing 7093 m3 79 | numbers, ranking sixth nationally in passing yards (359.9) and total 
Total 3720 ypq 9 go: Yards (537.8) per game. Kentucky may need its offense to find similar 
DEFENSE PERGIME SEE wariona) © Success to make up for massive turnover on defense. After 

Scoring 27.6 pp9 13 49 | back-to-back 5-7 seasons that featured second-half collaps- 

Rushing 196.1 ypg «12 97 8» the Wildcats have all eyes set on reaching their first bowl 

Passing 198.1 ypg 5 28 «| «game since 2010. The schedule is never easy in the SEC, but 

Total 394.2 ypg 12 59 home games against South Carolina, Vanderbilt and Mis- 

TOMARGIN” PERGAME SEC WanowaL| ©SiSSippi State combined with the returning talent on offense 

2 47 01 85 offer hope Stoops can reach his first bowl game this fall. 
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BOOM WILLIAMS 


“They need to find a way to get Boom Williams 
more carries. | think he’s just a tremendous tal- 
ent. I'm not sure why they don’t use him more.” 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (9) 
WR 13 Jeff Badet (Jr.) 6 Blake Bone (Jr) 
WR 2 Dorian Baker (Jr.) 11 Tavin Richardson (Fr.] 


Courtney Love (Jr.] 56 Kash Daniel (Fr.) 


Jordan Jones (So.) 32 Eli Brown (Fr.) 

Josh Allen (So.) 44 De'Niro Laster (Ur.) 
Chris Westry (So.) 11 J.D. Harmon (Sr.} 
Derrick Baity (So.] 5 Kendall Randolph (Jr.) 
Mike Edwards [So.] 24 Blake McClain (Sr.) 
Marcus McWilson (Sr.) 25 Darius West (So.} 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 99° Austin MacGinnis (Jr.) 
Grant McKinniss (Fr.) 


STAT CORNER 


— An opposing SEC assistant coach 


KR_ 10 Sihiem King (So) 
PR 68 Charles Walker Jr.) 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Drew Barker, 70-35-364-2, 1 1D 
Rushing: Stanley Williams, 121 att., 855 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Dorian Baker, 55 rec., 608 yds., 3 TOs 
Tackles: Marcus McWilson, 66 

Sacks: Chris Westry, 1.0 

Interceptions: J.0. Harmon, 3 


lon Sports 


UK had 24 rushes of 20-plus 
yards (32nd in FBS), but it was 
boom or bust: 23.9 percent 

of rushes were stopped at or 
behind the line (113th). 
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Sports 


Harrison McClary/Athion 


MISSOURI TIGERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 62 * SEC EAST PREDICTION: 6 * PROJECTED RECORD: 5-7, 2-6 SEC 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Barry Odom 

Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: First Season 
Offensive Coordinator: Josh Heupel 
Co-Defensive Coordinators: DeMontie Cross, | 
Ryan Walters } 
Columbia, MO © Memorial Stadium (71,168) 


OFFENSE With almost no support — the run game was mostly 
dreadful, and the receivers were mostly sophomores — quarterback 
| Drew Lock’s freshman season was a struggle. He completed just 49 
| percent of his passes and went 2-6 as a starter. He enters his sopho- 
| more season with new coaching (offensive coordinator Josh Heupel 
takes over) and a much more experienced receiving corps at his dispos- 
al. His throwing motion is still museum-worthy, and there’s still time 
for him to develop into the star he was supposed to become, but last 
year proved how far he might still have to go. 

Mizzou will have quantity and experience at receiver in 2016 — wheth- 
er it will have quality remains to be seen. Freshmen and sophomores 


o * Sa ae | ended up accounting for 121 of the Tigers’ 186 receptions last season, but 
Sept 11 Georgia | there are no excuses in 2016. Juniors J7Mon Moore and Nate Brown will 
Sept. 24 Delaware State | be joined by Alabama graduate transfer and former blue-chipper Chris 
Oct. 1 at LSU | Black. Lock needs a security blanket, and in the spring, Black filled that 
Oct. 15 at Florida | role nicely. Tight end Sean Culkin might, too. 
Oct. 22 Middle Tennessee With Russell Hansbrough injuring his ankle on his first : 
Oct, 29 Kentucky carry of the season, Ish Witter ended up leading the team | sie 
Nov, 5 at South Carolina in both carries and yards. Witter struggled, but he showed 
Nov. 12 Vanderbilt > 

| flashes of late-season development. He’ll be pushed by soph- 
Nov, 19 at Tennessee 
Mow 9h - dienes | omore Trevon Walters and newcomers Nate Strong and 


| Damarea Crockett. 
Injuries and depth issues doomed Missouri's offensive line 


2015 RESULTS 


in 2015, and it remains the single biggest issue — not only | wr 1 Chris Black (Sr) 12. Johnathon Johnson (Fr.) 
FINAL RECORD: 5-7, 1-7 was the line poor, but it was also full of seniors. Juniors Nate | WR 2 Nate Brown (Jr.) 16 Keyon Dilosa (So.] 
Sept. 5 SEMissouriState W 34-3 | Crawford and Alec Abeln both have starting experience, | WR 6 J’Mon Moore (Jr.) 84 Emanuel Hall (So.) 
Sept. 12 atArkansas State W 27-20 | and junior college tackle Tyler Howell is both enormous and LT 76 Tyler Howell (Jr.) 65 Tanner Owen (Fr) 
Sept. 19 Connecticut W 96 well-regarded. But any injuries could be devastating. LG 55 Nate Crawford (Jr.) Tre'vour Simms (Ft) 
Sept. 26 at Kentucky L. 19-21 | DEFENSE Mi i's offensive i d db C 57 Alec Abeln (Jr.) 56 Samson Bailey (So.) 
Oct. 3 SouthCaroling W 26-10 | . Issourls Offensive Issues were underscored Dy | RE 71 KevinPendleton (So.) 69 AJ Harris (Fr) 
Oct. 10 Florida L321 | the simple fact that the defense was playing so incredibly | gy 77 Paut Adams (So) Trystan Castillo (Fr.) 
Oct. 17 at Georgia L 6-9 | well but couldn't even get a little bit of help. And once again, TE 80 Sean Culkin (Sr.) 10 Jason Reese (Jr.) 
Oct. 24 at Vanderbilt L 310 | the catalyst for the Tigers’ defensive success came up front. | QB 3 DrewLock(So.) 1 Marvin Zanders (So.} 
Nov, 5 Mississippi State  L 13-31 New line coach Jackie Shipp inherits an incredible set of | RB Nate Strong (So.) 21 Ish Witter (Jr) 
Nov. 14 vs. BYU # W 20-16 | weapons, including ends Charles Harris and Walter Brady, | DEFENSE (8) 
Nov. 21 Tennessee L 19 | and tackles Josh Augusta, Rickey Hatley and Terry Beck- | pe 91 CharlesHarris(Jr.) 88. Nate Howard (So. 
Nov. 27° at Arkensas t Bi c-\ ner Jr., a sophomore blue-chipper. The depth is impressive | DT 97 Josh Augusta(Sr.) 18 Josh Moore (So.) 

| enough that Missouri can afford to work 2014 star Harold | OT 7) 4! Beckner : By " ot tend 

Brantley slowly back into the fold; Brantley was severely in- | OE 56 Walter Brady (So. 16 Marcell Frazier (Jr. 

TOP 10 RECRUITS | oyee f ‘ d OLB 25 DonavinNewsom(Sr.) 24 Terez Hall (So.) 


jured in a car accident last summer and redshirted. 


New linebackers coach (and co-defensive coordinator) MLB 30 


1. Nate Strong, RB, East St. Louis, IL* 


2. Brendan Scales, TE, Wildwood, MO ; a OLB 4 Brandon Lee (So.) 34 Joey Burkett (Jr) 

3. Tre Williams, DE, Columbia, MO Brees ee eee PN aes hep ee eat es CB 11 Aarion Penton (Sr.) 1 Anthony Hines (Jr) 
4, Damarea Crockett, RB, Little Rock, AR WILY SEDIGTS SU CHAR 2 COTE ADE | Aaa aero ee ae | RC Bra Gaon bitin (SE) 28 Logan Cheadle (Jr.) 
6, Albert Okwuegbunam, TE, Springfield IL | The calling card of a Barry Odom defense is versatility, and | 55 § thomas Wilson (Jr) 7 Cam Hitton (So.) 

6, Greg Taylor, S, East St Louis Il” he and Cross should have fun mixing between 3-4 and 4-3 | FS 22 Anthony Sherrils (Jr.) Greg Taylor (So.} 

: eb ie Ha : ae 7 ' | personnel. They have a lot of options in their front seven. SPECIAL TEAMS 

8. TreVour Simms, OL, East St. Louis, | Cornerback Aarion Penton and safety Anthony Sherrils | 7 tyckerMccann|f) KR 5 John Gibson (Sr) 
9. Tiystan Castillo, OL, Webb City, MO. were stalwarts last fall, combining for 8.5 tackles for a loss, P 26 Corey Fatony So. PR 11 Aation Penton (St. 


14 passes defensed and two forced fumbles. Battles for the 


10, Trey Baldwin, LB, Houston, TX 
es other two starting spots will continue in fall camp. 


*junior college transfer | 

| SPECIALISTS Punter Corey Fatony was outstanding as a 
2015 RANKINGS freshman, averaging 42.9 yards per kick last year. But while Fatony 
gree fieeane ste ANOWA Should be a starter for three more years, the Tigers must replace long- 
Scoring §—'13.6ppg 14127 time placekicker Andrew Baggett. Meanwhile, the return game was 
Rushing §— M15.4ypg 14120 one of the country’s worst. 
nits a te Es | FINAL ANALYSIS Mizzou’s 2015 campaign was frustrating and 
aaa ne = | memorable. The offense bottomed out, the team announced 
Scoring 16.2 ppg 5 | abrief boycott, and 15-year head coach Gary Pinkel retired 
Rushing 1328 yp 9+, _-to fight lymphoma. With Odom taking over for Pinkel, 
Passing 169.3ypg. 3 5 | Mizzou is hoping for a quieter, more successful 2016. The 
Total 302.0 yp9 2 F | defense should again be stout, but nothing else matters un- 
TOMAnGIN— PERGAME Sk WATOWA til the offense rebounds. And that will likely depend on an 

4 108 10 79, Offensive line patched together with string and duct tape. 


CHARLES HARRIS | 


“They just crank out defensive linemen. You know 


that your offensive line has to have a 


good day or you're going to have problems.” 


— An opposing SEC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (5) 


Michael Scherer (Sr.) 29 Trey Baldwin (Fr.] 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Drew Lock, 263-129-1,332-8, 4 TDs 
Rushing: Ish Witter, 126 att., 518 yds., 1 1D 
Receiving: J’Mon Moore, 29 rec., 350 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Michael Scherer, 93 

Sacks: Charles Harris, 7.0; Walter Brady, 7.0 
Interceptions: Four players tied with 1 


STAT CORNER 


The Mizzou defense ranked 
second in FBS, allowing 4.5 yards 
per play on first down. But the 
offense averaged just 4.3 (12éth]. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 169 


tS SOUTH CAROLINA GAMECOCKS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 63 « SEC EAST PREDICTION: 7 * PROJECTED RECORD: 4-8, 1-7 SEC 


OFFENSE South Carolina finished 11th in the SEC last year and lost 

its best offensive player when wide receiver Pharoh Cooper gave up his 

final year of eligibility to enter the NFL. Replacing Cooper and finding 

. 0. | more perimeter playmakers are vital for the Gamecocks, but the first 

ete hokese es MeClendon, Priority for first-year head coach Will Muschamp and new offensive 
Kurt Roper | coordinator Kurt Roper is finding a quarterback. 

Defensive Coordinator: Travaris Robinson | © ‘There won't be a more interesting quarterback competition this fall 

Columbia, SC # Williams-Brice Stadium (80,250) than South Carolina's. The Gamecocks listed all five scholarship quar- 

| terbacks as co-starters entering the spring, but incumbent starter Perry 

2016 SCHEDULE Orth (collarbone) and sophomore Lorenzo Nunez (knee) were unable 


TEAM INFORMATION 
Head Coach: Will Muschamp 
Record at School: First Season 


Sept. 1 at Vanderbitt | to complete spring practice due to injuries, allowing early enrollee 

Sept. 10 at Mississippi State | freshman Brandon Mcllwain to emerge. McIlwain ended spring as the 

Sept. 17 East Carolina | top available QB ahead of Connor Mitch and Michael Scarnecchia. 

Sept. 24 at Kentucky However, the competition got more crowded unexpectedly when 

Oct. 1 Texas A&M four-star prep quarterback Jake Bentley, the son of South Carolina | SKAl MOORE 

Oct. 8 Georgi ees a 

a eos running backs coach Bobby Bentley, verbally committed to ga rar 

Oct. 22 Massachusetts the Gamecoels for the ‘class of 2017 and then tevealedihe The new staff is going to have to go recruit 
Oct. 29 Tennessee fPmead fi hint achuol early wid enrollld 1 some dudes to get South Carolina back to the 
Nov. § Missouri eek ane iii eens Reais Ml (evel [Steve] Spurrier had it a few years ago.” 
Nov. 12. at Florida this summer. That means Bentley will be able to compete for : : ; 
Nov. 19. Western Carolina bathe starting job this fall. — An opposing SEC assistant coach 
Nov. 26 at Clemson | Junior tailback David Williams finally has emerged as 


DEPTH CHART 


the team’s starter, and Muschamp believes he could be an 
above-average SEC tailback. Sophomore Deebo Samuel, 


2015 RESULTS 


OFFENSE (3) 


FINAL RECORD: 3-9, 1-7 | who is explosive but was limited by a hamstring injury last | wR 1 Deebo Samuel ($0.) 88 Javon Charleston (Fr.) 
Sept, 3 vs. North Carolina # W 17-19 | Yeabis the only proven playmaker at wide receiver. To com- | WR 22. Jamari Smith [Jr] 5 Terry Googer (So. 
Sept. 12 Kentucky L 22-26 | pensate for the lack of depth at the position, South Carolina | WR 89 Bryan Edwards [Fr 15 Matrick Belton (Sr.) 
Sept. 19 at Georgia L 20-52 will look to tight ends Hayden Hurst and Kevin Crosby. LT 74 Mason Zandi (Sr.) 69 DJ. Park Ur.) 
Sept. 26 UCF W 31-4 DEFENSE Linebacker Skai Moore, the team’s leading | ‘© 78 Tack Bailey Io. 81 Cory Helms Uc) 
Oct. 3 at Missouri L 10-26 nee ; C 70 Alan Knott (Jr.) 51 Cory Helms (Jr.) 
tackler each of the last three seasons, originally decided to 
Oct. 10 at LSU L456 | is fi f eligibility before Soap RG 51 Cory Helms Ur) 72 Donell Stanley (So.) 
Oct. 17 Vanderbilt w i919 | Se UP his final year of eligibility before changing his mind | pr 49 9) Pak{ic) 63. Blake Camper (So,) 
Oct. 31. at Texas ARM 1 28:35 and returning. That will help, but the Gamecocks need more TE 81 Hayden Hurst (So.) 86 Kevin Crosby (So. 
Now: 7" al tennessae | 24-27 | after finishing last in total defense in the SEC a year ago. QB 11 Brandon Mellwain (Fr) 10 Perry Orth (Sr.) 
Nov. 14 Florida L 14-24 The defensive line’s issues are well chronicled (99th in the | RB 33 David Williams (Jr) 25 A.J. Turner (Fr) 
Nov. 21. The Citadel L 22-23. nation in sacks with 20 and 102nd in tackles for a loss with DEFENSE (5) 
Nov. 28 Clemson L 32-37 64 last year). The Buck position (a hybrid defensive end/ | DE 8 MarquaviusLewis(Sr.) 18 Keir Thomas (Fr.) 
‘hatte linebacker spot) is a staple of Muschamp’s new defense and | DT 94 Kelsey Griffin (Sr.} 93. Ulric Jones (Jr.) 
| should help get pressure on the quarterback, particularly if | DT 90 Taylor Stallworth (Jr) 99 Abu Lamin (Sr.} 
TOP 10 R E C R U ITS sophomore Boosie Whitlow can have a breakout season. BUCK 49 Boosie Whitlow a 5 Darius English Rl 
; | The biggest concern on defense is the secondary, where | S+B 28 Jonathan Walton (Sr. 30 Daniel Fennel (Fr. 
eGpanee aoe. eee tn ey es MLB 10 SkaiMoore(Sr.) 11. T.J. Holloman (Sr) 


sophomore cornerback Rashad Fenton is the only player 
_ who has drawn consistent praise from the coaching staff. 


SPECIALISTS ‘There's little drama here for South Carolina. 


2, Bryan Edwards, WR, Conway, SC 
3, Stephon Taylor, DT, New Orleans, LA 
4. Jamarcus King, CB, Mobile, AL* 


WLB 4 
CB 16 
cB 3 


Bryson Allen-Williams (Jr.) 23 
Rashad Fenton (So.) 
Chris Lammons (Jr.] 


Larenz Bryant (Sr.} 
Jamarcus King (J. 
1 Rico McWilliams (Sr.) 


5. Keir Thomas, DE, Miami, FL Senior Elliott Fry, a former walk-on, will handle field goals S 17 Chaz Elder (Sr.) 27 Toure Boyd (Jr.) 
6. Kiel Pollard, WR, Moultrie, GA and extra points for the fourth consecutive year. Senior Sean S 42 Jordan Diggs (Sr.) 26 Jasper Sasser Ur) 
7. C.J, Freeman, RB, Greensboro, NC | Kelly will be the punter, and senior Drew Williams will be SPECIAL TEAMS 


8, Randrecous Davis, WR, Atlanta, GA 
9. Rico Dowdle, RB, Asheville, NC 
10. Darius Whitfield, DE, Mobile, AL 


*junior college transfer 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE ©» PERGAME = SEC_—MATIONAL | 


the long-snapper, giving the Gamecocks one of the most ex- 
perienced trios in the nation. The only question is who will 
return kickoffs and punts. Samuel is a very valuable offensive 
weapon and could take punts just to give South Carolina 
another chance to get the ball in his hands. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Muschamp has reminded folks plenty of times 
that he’s taking over a 3-9 football team. He’s even gone so far as to 


K 29 Elliott Fry (Sr) 
P 13. Sean Kelly (Sr.) 


KR 25 A.J. Turner (Fr.) 
PR 1 Deebo Samuel [So.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Perry Orth, 261-143-1,929-9, 12 TDs 
Rushing: Lorenzo Nunez, 59 att., 375 yds., 2 TDs 


Say bie. ppg . ty | refer to himself as a 3-9 football coach. It illustrates the rebuilding | Receiving: Deebo Samuel. 12 rec., 161 yds.. 1 10 cy) 
Passi 9 Adis , | Project that is ahead of this group. The unprecedented heights of the Tackles: Skai Moore, 111 z 
assing 207.5ypg = 7 BC . ; ae. . Sacks: Darius English, 4.5 wn 

‘ 9 Steve Spurrier Era (three straight 11-win seasons) are a distant mem- i fe 

Total 362.2 ypg 11 ree Interceptions: Skai Moore, 4 5 
ae a ht, oe and the Gamecocks have to remake the roster, among = 

Scoring 275 ppg 4 n | other things. This is a team that very well could be starting [Ry yalee-) a) =4 
Rushing 217.4ypg «14 ~=Ss11)SC«“«éa freshman quarterback, has very little proven talent at he h F cs 
Passing 212.4ypqg 9 50 wide receiver, an unproven defensive line and a shaky sec- Pharoh Cooper was the target 0 2 
Total 429.8ypq 14 %5 ondary. A 6-6 season would mark substantial progress, and 32.4 percent oft Gamecock Sek live 
TOMARGIN PERGAME sec Nowa, © 2MYthing between 4-8 and 7-5 is where realistic fans should His was the sixth-highest target a 
s yiygbe 3 set their goals. rate among Power 5 receivers. = 
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Tom DiPace 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 7 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Butch Jones 


Record at School: 21-17 (3 years} 


Career Record: 71-44 (9 years} 


Offensive Coordinator: Mike DeBord 
Defensive Coordinator: Bob Shoop 
Knowville, TN © Neyland Stadium (102,455) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Appalachian State 
vs. Virginia Tech # 
Ohio 

Florida 

at Georgia 

at Texas A&M 
Alabama 

at South Carolina 
Tennessee Tech 
Kentucky 
Missouri 

at Vanderbilt 


Nov. 19 
Nov, 26 


TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS 


¢ SEC EAST PREDICTION: | * PROJECTED RECORD: 10-3, 6-2 SEC 


OFFENSE ‘The X-factor for Tennessee this season will be wheth- 
er Joshua Dobbs finally develops into a masterful passer to match 
| the boost he gives the Volunteers as a runner. Even if he finishes his 
Tennessee career without adding the deep ball to his repertoire, teams 
| struggle to bring him down in the open field, making him a guaranteed 
net positive on the offense. But if Dobbs does grow as a passer, it doesn’t 
| seem like a stretch to say the Vols can contend for a CFB Playoff spot. 
| The Vols’ talent at running back is a big reason why they are a popular 
pick to win the SEC East. Junior Jalen Hurd needs 892 yards this year 
| to become the programs all-time leading rusher. For Hurd, this season 
_ might be his last to show that Tennessee is back to national promi- 
_ nence before the NFL beckons. Alvin Kamara has proven that he is an 
| SEC-caliber talent and a capable pass catcher as well. There’s no reason 
| to believe the two won't form one of the sport’s most successful run- 
| ning back duos this year. The Vols’ passing game is unproven, but this 
| group of running backs is explosive enough to again power 
| the offense. After all, this team did run the ball two-thirds 
| of the time last year. 


beating 


The Vols have playmakers at receiver, but it’s hard to expect 
| consistency given the unproductive recent history here. The 
Vols will rely on veterans Josh Smith and Josh Malone, hop- 


"They have to get over the mental hurdle of 


Florida, They've been the better team 


the last two years and haven't gotten it done.” 


— An opposing SEC assistant coach 


Bristol, TH | 
ing that an offseason of work has boosted the overall chem- DEPTH CHART 

2015 RESULTS istry with Dobbs. OFFENSE (3) 
FINAL RECORD: 9-4, 5-3 Along the offensive line, the return of four starters means | WR 25 Josh Smith (Jr.) Marquez Callaway (Fr.) 
Sept. § vs, Bowling Green% W 69-30  there’s no reason to expect regression. Guard Jashon Robert- | WR 3 Josh Malone (Jr.) 19 Jeff George (Jr.) 
Sept, 12 Oklahoma {ot} L_ 24-31 | son should anchor the Vols up front if he’s healthy. m i rad reahe a i ee tin ce 
Sept. 19 Western Caroling W 55-10 | : . ns rew Richmond (Fr, ontavius Blair (Sr. 
sh tra Umm OeTSNSE, Teese inancy coccorine | 2 dentate 
Oct. 3 Arkansas 20674 | Ra Ps ” SxS OM C55 Coleman Thomas (Jr.) 64 Ray Raulerson (So.) 
Oct. 10 Georgia W 38-31, this side of the ball. The Vols bring back starters nearly across | pg 7 Dylan Wiesman (Sr.) 66 Jack Jones (S0.) 
Oct. 24 at Alabama L 14-19 | the board but will need to find two new safeties. RT 63 Brett Kendrick Ur) 76 Chance Halt (So.) 
Oct. 31 at Kentucky W 52-2) | Jalen Reeves-Maybin and Darrin Kirkland Jr. should form TE 82 Ethan Wolf (Jr.) 18 Jason Croom (Sr.) 
Nov. 7 SouthCarolina © W 27-24 | one of the top linebacker duos in the league. Reeves-Maybin | QB 11 JoshuaDobbs{Sr.) 12 Quinten Dormady (So.) 
Nov. 14 North Texas W 24-0 | has developed into an emotional leader, and the duo should | RB 1 Jalen Hurd Ur.) 6 Alvin Kamara Ur.) 
Nov. 21 at Missouri W 198 | dictate the success of the defense as a whole. DEFENSE (9) 
= # ee P 4 wa Along the line, Derek Barnett has emerged as one of the | pE 9 Derek Barnett (Jr.) 4 Lalroy Lewis (Sr) 

: : Ea ni best pass rushers in the conference, if not the country. At | DT 1 Kahlil McKenzie (So.) 95 Danny O'Brien (Sr.) 

the other end position, Corey Vereen brings experience, and | OT 39 Kendal Vickers (Jr.) 2 Shy Tuttle [So.] 

TOP 10 RECRUITS Jonathan Kongbo could be the next great Tennessee sack | DE 50 Corey Vereen (Sr.) Jonathan Kongo (So.} 

; : | master. Depth could be an issue on the interior, and 6'3", | LB 21. Jalen Reeves-Maybin (Sr.) 14 Quarte Sapp (So. 
1. Nigel Warrior, S, Duluth, GA | 344-pound tackle Kahlil McKenzie faces expectations as LB 34 Darrin Kirkland Jr. (So.) 53 Colton Jumper Ur.) 
2. Jarrett Guarantano, OB, Lodi, NJ large as he is. e z a ae 7. : rd on es 
3, Jonathan Kongbo, DE, Surrey, BC* : ameron sutton (or. alk Foreman (of. 
(ebyuceoas__ eanewes i omuat that sar cored Cameon Sut | Gp 4 nr 1 ma ey 
6, Marquez Callaway, ATH, Warner Robbins, GA | ops Hen “A iB y Jes : S 29 Evan Berry (Jr.) 22 Micah Abernathy (So. 
6, MarqillOshorne, CB, Comneliue, WC. | °°. 9>'©, £0 Step UP Ane 2 One GF the sabe Spots without |S 6 Todtkely sc Ur) 26 ‘Stephen Gritin Io. 
7. Daniel Bituli, LB, Antioch, TN j eines tacough waa ats eanits citys. ba other nate SPECIAL TEAMS 
B. Ryan Johnson, OL, Brentwood, TN | Sele is one of the only unknowns on an otherwise stellar K 2% Aaron Medley Ur KR 29 Evan Ber Ut) 
9. Carlin Fils-Aime, RB, Naples, FL | ROStenerye Ure. P 93 Trevor Daniel (Jr. PR 23 Cameron Sutton (Sr. 


10. Alexis Johnson, OT, Atlanta, GA 


“junior college transfer 


2015 RANKINGS 


| SPECIALISTS Tennessee had arguably the best group of 
| specialists in the SEC a season ago, and everyone is back. 
Evan Berry emerged as a threat to take every kickoff he han- 
dled back for a TD and finished a fraction of a yard away from breaking 


OFFENSE PERGANE SEC WAHWOWAL | the NCAAs all-time single-season record for return average. Sutton was 
Scoring 35.2 ppg 3 a nearly as dangerous on punt returns. Trevor Daniel was a pleasant sur- 
Rushing 223.7 ypg : a | prise at punter, but kicker Aaron Medley will need a rebound year. 
Li si + A 52 | PINAL ANALYSIS Everything feels bigger for Tennessee this season, 
ee ay age oR from the stage for its Week 2 showdown with Virginia Tech 

Scoring 20.0 ppg. 5 14 | at Bristol Motor Speedway to the national prognostica- 

Rushing 151.6ypq 9 45 , tions. Butch Jones no longer has youth as an excuse, and two 

Passing 710.4 ypg 8 47 straight dominant bowl wins over Big Ten teams have fans 

Total 362.0ypq 7 % dreaming big in 2016. All the pieces the Vols need to suc- 

jill PRUNE AEE wanawa) ceed are back. A division title is the expectation in Knoxville 

4] 405K. 28 | this season. 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Joshua Dobbs, 344-205-2,291-5, 15 TDs 
Rushing: Jalen Hurd, 277 att., 1,288 yds., 12 TOs 
Receiving: Alvin Kamara, 34 rec., 291 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Jalen Reeves-Maybin, 105 

Sacks: Derek Barnett, 10.0 

Interceptions: Todd Kelly Jr., 3 


STAT CORNER 


Tennessee averaged 5.2 yards 
per carry in the first half but only 
4.2 in the second. As returns di- 
minished, so did some Vol leads. 
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ok VANDERBILT COMMODORES A. ~. 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 57 * SEC EAST PREDICTION: 5 e PROJECTED RECORD: 5-7, 2-6 SEC 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Derek Mason 

Record at School: 7-17 (2 years) 

Career Record: 7-17 (2 years} 

Offensive Coordinator: Andy Ludwig 
Defensive Coordinator: Derek Mason 
Nashville, TN © Vanderbilt Stadium (40,550) 


| fense. He followed a 907-yard freshman season with 1,152 yards as a 


| back as a true freshman and showed enough promise to earn the unof- 
| ficial title of presumptive 2016 starter. Shurmur, however, will receive 


9 fee 3 
OFFENSE Kyle Shurmur started five of the last six games at quarter- 4 — — : 
a 


a challenge from junior Wade Freebeck, a four-game starter as a true 

freshman in 2014 who slipped down the QB food chain last fall and 

played in only one game. He’s back in the mix after a strong spring. 
Ralph Webb has been a consistent producer on an inconsistent of- 


“I'm not exaggerating when | say this; Derek 
Mason is as good of a defensive coach as there is 
in the world, | have a lot of respect for him.” 


— An opposing SEC assistant coach 


sophomore — the second-highest single-season total in school history. 
2016 SCHEDULE As recently as 2013, Vanderbilt’s starting lineup featured two future 
Sept. 1 South Carolina NFL wide receivers — Jordan Matthews and Jonathan Krause. The 
Sept. 10 Middle Tennessee last two years, however, have seen a huge struggle at the position. There 
Sept. 17 at Georgia Tech is hope for significant improvement in 2016 as the Commodores wel- 
Sept. 24 at Western Kentucky come back three key players who missed most or all of last season with 
Oct, | Florida injuries — wide receiver C.J. Duncan (441 yards receiving in 2014) and 
Deby LP Peele tight ends DeAndre Woods and Jared Pinkney. Mare | 7 
Oct. 15 at Georgia ; SRE 2 
Det. 22. Tennessee State The Commodores’ offensive line was hit hard by a rash of 
Nov. 3& atAubum _ injuries last fall— none more damaging than the torn ACL 
Nov. 12. at Missouri | that sidelined Andrew Jelks, a two-year starter at left tackle. 
Nov. 19 Ole Miss | Jelks could return to tackle or take over at center, where the 
Nov. 26 Tennessee Dores must replace the dependable Spencer Pulley. Vander- 


DEPTH CHART 


bilt welcomes back five other linemen who started at least 


2015 RESULTS two games in 2015. The coaches believe sophomore tackle | QFFENSE (5) 
FAA RECURS LER 7 Justin Skule has All-SEC potential. WR 19 C.J. Duncan (So) 9 Caleb Scott (Jr) 
ie Se | DEFENSE Whether it was due to Derek Mason taking on | WR 10 TrentSherfield(Jr.) 6 Darrius Sims (Sr. 
Sept. 3 Western Kentucky L 12-I4 | 4 larger role or simply being in the second season in the new | LT 50. Andrew Jelks (Sr. 58 Justin Skule (So.} 
oo. ‘ tal . yn | 3-4 alignment, Vanderbilt's defense showed drastic improve- 6 a — pat ae us septs (So. 
Sept 26 at Ole Miss L 16-27. Mentin 2015. Mason tweaked his defense in the spring and ned rsa aantGy 56 ara san (Sr) 
Och. 3) at Middle Tennessee W 17-13. | introduced the Star, a hybrid defensive back/linebacker that | py 94 witt Holden (Sr) 75, Bailey Grenier (So. 
Oct. 17 atSouthCaroling L 10-19 | will allow the Commodores to handle spread offenses out | TE 99 Jared Pinkney (Fr. 83. Nathan Marcus (Uc 
Oct. 24 Missouri W 10-3 of their base defense. The position is tailor-made for junior | gp 14 kyle Shurmur (So.) 12 Wade Freebeck (Jr 
Oct. 31 at Houston L 0-34 Oren Burks, a two-year starter at free safety. RB 7 Ralph Webb (Jr.) 22. Josh Crawford (So.) 
Nov, 7 at Florida L 79 Inside linebacker Zach Cunningham was perhaps the most | FB 28 Dallas Rivers (Jr) 23. Khari Blasingame [So.| 
iu , et . ay surprising player in the SEC last season, emerging as a first- DEFENSE (7) 
By 8 legate (msg | cea all-conference pick despite not starting until Week | pe 69 Adam Butler (Sr.) 94 Torey Agee (Sr, 
’ 3. A gifted athlete, the 6'4", 230-pound Cunningham led | pt 74 Jay Woods (Jr) 77. Nifae Leatao (Jr) 
the team with 103 tackles and made countless big plays in DT 77 Nifee Lealao (Jr) 74 Jay Woods (Jr.} 
TOP 10 RECRUITS short-yardage situations. DE 49 Jonathan Wynn (Jr.) 44 Nehemiah Mitchell (Sr.) 
<a ; Mason says he likes to have at least five cornerbacks ready | OLB 99 Landon Stokes (Jr. 9 Caleb Peart [Fr.) 
1. Joejuan Williams, CB, Hendersonville, TN), play. Good thing the Commodores have quality depth at | !LB 52 Nigel Bowden (Jr) 43 Jordan Griffin (So.) 
2 Seni Aujeae,G, Rapol i the position. Torren McGaster, a physical 61", 200-pound | _!LB 41 Zach Cunningham Ur.) 25 Josh Smith (So. 
ine Hels sei eis he op sms) ene 3 at 
5. Devin Cochran, T, Werttés, GA SPECIALISTS Vanderbilt struggled on special teams last | ¢B 31 Tre Herndon (Jr) 17, Joejuan Williams (Fr.) 
6, Jackson Winrow, WR, Shawnee, OK season — not something you want to sce out of a team with S 7 Emmanuel Smith Jr) 2 Arnold Tarpley (Jr.) 
7. Kalija Lipscomb, WR, New Oleans, LA | talent deficit. Mason responded by firing special teams | SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Donaven Tennyson, WR, Richmond, VA coach Charles Bankins (who also coached running backs) K 17 Tommy Openshaw (Jr) KR 6 Darrius Sims (Sr) 
9. Frank Coppet, CB, Ft. Lauderdale, FL and hiring Jeff Genyk, a former head coach at Eastern P Sam Loy [FJ PR 14 Ryan White (Jr) 


10. Jamauri Wakefield, RB, Jacksonville, FL 


2015 RANKINGS 


| (among other schools). 


Michigan and assistant at Wisconsin and Northwestern BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Kyle Shurmur, 103-44-503-3, 5 TDs 
Rushing: Ralph Webb, 277 att., 1,152 yds., § TDs 
Receiving: Trent Sherfield, 51 rec., 659 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Zach Cunningham, 103 

Sacks: Zach Cunningham, 4.5 

Interceptions: Oren Burks, 3 


FINAL ANALYSIS Progress. That's all Vanderbilt fans were looking 
for in 2015 after a disappointing — and that is putting kindly — first 


Vanderbilt allowed more than 
31 points in a game just twice 
after doing so six times in 2014. 
Defense improved enough to 


thi eae fa ie | season under Mason. Mission (mostly) accomplished. Vanderbilt im- 
Rushing 1547 a 10 87 proved its record from 3-9 overall and 0-8 in the SEC to 4-8 and 2-6. 
Passing ing 9 13 In 2014, the Commodores were outscored by an average of 22.6 points 
Total 3265 ypq 1317 per game in SEC play; last fall, that number dropped to 9.7 per game. 
a a ee ee To take the next step — return to a bowl game for the 
Scoring 71.0ppq 7) first time since 2013 — Vanderbilt will need to improve sig- 
Rushing 143.2ypg 7 43 nificantly on offense. Despite the aforementioned “progress,” 
Passing 207.3 ypg 7 4) the Commodores still struggled to move the ball with any 
Total 360.5 ypg | rere Hoye mE sve Sine te a. 

.5 ypg), 124th in scoring offense (15.2 ppg) and toppe 
co = aE woe | 400 yards in only one SEC game (411 ee Tenis. ve 


manage tempo. 
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ALABAMA GRIMSON TIDE 


NATIONAL FORECAST: | * SEC WEST PREDICTION: 1 * PROJECTED RECORD: 12-1, 7-1 SEC 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Unlike last year, all the experience will be with Alabama’s 


Head Coach: Nick Saban | receivers instead of in the backfield. But exactly like the last two sea- 
sesh pa eter ee (years sons, the Crimson Tide will have a new quarterback running the show. 
Career Record: 196-60-1 (20 years) For the first time in Nick Saban’s 10 seasons in Tuscaloosa, he’ll have 
Offensive Coordinator: Lane Kiffin neither his first- nor second-leading rusher back, as Heisman winner 
Defensive Coordinator: Jeremy Pruitt Derrick Henry declared for the NFL Draft and Kenyan Drake gradu- 
Tuscaloosa, AL © Bryant-Denny Stadium (101,821); ated. Teammates have lauded former top recruit Bo Scarbrough as the 


next star running back. 
2016 SCHEDULE The passing game will be dictated by the winner of the third annual 


Sept. 3 vs. USC# quarterback competition. Cooper Bateman’s the only one of the four 
Sept. 10 Western Kentucky | scholarship passers to appear in a college game. There was spring-prac- 
Sept. 17 at Ole Miss tice buzz surrounding David Cornwell, a third-year sophomore who 
Sept. 24 Kent State has the 6'5", 234-pound build that’s ideal for a pro-style quarterback. 
Oct. 1. Kentucky | Younger candidates Blake Barnett and Jalen Hurts bring more mobil- 


Oe ke tare: ity to the offense but had issues with consistency in spring practice. CALVINRIDLEY \| | ‘(SS 
Oct. 15 at Tennessee , ; F ?/ 
Oct. 22 Texas ARM | There’s no doubt where the strength of the offense resides. _UIENEEE as 
Nov. 5 at LSU | Leading receiver Calvin Ridley is back along with No. 2 tar- don't think there willie Hesasiey 4 . 

Nov. 12. Mississippi State | get ArDarius Stewart. Robert Foster appeared to be the big- ty one blog ae , . eter 
Nov. 19 Chattanooga | play threat until going down in Week 3 with a season-ending y P ay ud 99 : 
Nov. 26 Auburn mL shoulder injury. He could be the fastest of the group. Also add — An opposing SEC assistant coach 

#Hslington, TX | 


in Bowling Green graduate transfer Gehrig Dieter's ability to 


2015 RESULTS make circus catches and the potential tight end OJ Howard MUS MUM 
FINAL RECORD: 14-1, 7-1 | showed in a monster national championship game, and Ala- OFFENSE (6) 


Sept. § vs.Wisconsin%  W 35-17 | bama’s aerial game is an accurate passer away from something | WR 3 Calvin Ridley (So.) 17 Cam Sims (Jr.) 
Sept. 12 Middle Tennessee W 37-10 | big. Protection is a factor; Alabama must replace three-year | WR 1 Robert Foster (Jr) Gehrig Dieter (Sr.] 
Sept. 19 Ole Miss L 37-43 | starting center Ryan Kelly and right tackle Dominick Jackson. | WR 13 ArDarius Stewart [Jr] 81 Derek Kief (So.) 


LT 74 Cam Robinson (Jr.) 78 Korren Kirvea (Sr.] 
LG 66 Lester Cotton [So.] 59. Dallas Warmack (So.} 
C 71 Ross Pierschbacher (So.) 63 J.C. Hassenaver (Jr.) 
RG 56 Brandon Kennedy (Fr.) 50 Alphonse Taylor (Sr.) 
RT 73 Jonah Williams (Fr.) 78 Korren Kirven (Sr.) 
TE 88 0.J. Howard (Sr.) 84 Hale Hentges (So.] 
QB 18 Cooper Bateman [Jr.) 12 David Cornwell (So.} 


34-0 | 
38-10 


Sept. 26 UL Monroe 


Oct. 3 at Georgi : : 
e 0 ares 77.14 | National championship stage when the defense returned to 


Ww 
Ww 
W 
Oct. 17. atTexas A&M w 41-23. form. A generational defensive line and NFL-caliber talent 
Oct. 24 Tennessee W 19-16 among the linebackers and defensive backs led the way to 

Ww 

W 

W 

Ww 


DEFENSE It’s no coincidence Alabama returned to the 


Nov. 7 LSU 30-16 a fourth title in seven years. The core of that line is moving 
Nov. 14 at Mississippi State 31-6 | on to the NFL, but high-end talent returns with Da’Shawn 


Nov. 21 Charleston Southern 56-6 | Hand, Da’Ron Payne, Dalvin Tomlinson and Jonathan Al- RB 9 Bo Scarbrough [So.) 34 Damien Harris (So.) 
Nov. 28 at Auburn 2-13 | Jen. Depth won't be the game-changing factor it was a year | DEFENSE (5) 
= - . ale fant HM ea ag but talent won't be lacking up front. DE 93. Jonathan Allen (Sr. Quinnen Wiliams (Fr) 
a. 1! se Cleared Wo bgd0 euben Foster is next up in the alpha middle linebacker DT %4 Da'Ron Payne (So. 69 Joshua Frazier Ur] 
‘ington BAtlants $Cotton Bow: CFB Platt Senifnat| Ole. Sliding into Reggie Ragland’s spot, the one-time five- | DE 9 OaShawn Hand [Jr] 54 Dalvin Tomlinson (Sr.) 
CFB Play Nationa tampons) Star prospect has developed into the leader of the group. | OLB 56 Tim Williams (Sr. 47 Christian Miller (So.] 


ILB 10 ReubenFoster(Sr.) 32 Rashaan Evans (Jr.) 
ILB 20 Shaun Dion Hamilton (Jr) 42 Keith Holcombe (So.] 
OLB 22 Ryan Anderson (Sr.) 32 Rashaan Evans (Jr.] 
CB 26 MarlonHumphrey(So.} 21 Maurice Smith (Sr.) 


RECRUIT Having draft-ready pass rushers Tim Williams and Ryan 
d. LB. 13 AL UITS Anderson on the outside will also make a difference. Sacks 
2. Lyndell Wilson, LB, Montgomery, AL increased to 52 last year after only 31 in 2014. 


3, Jonah Williams, OL Folsom,CA --|-—‘The secondary was the most improved unit a year ago. It'll | Cp 29 Minkah Fitzpatrick So.) 11. Kendell Sheffield (Ft) 
4, B.J. Emmons, RB, Morganton, NC _ miss the presence of no-nonsense cornerback Cyrus Jones | ss 4 Eddie Jackson(Sr.) 27. Shawn Burgess-Becker (So. 
5. Nigel Knott, CB, Madison, MS but has plenty of talent returning. Eddie Jackson, the former | FS 15 Ronnie Harrison (So) | 6 Hootie Jones Ur.) 
6. Terrell Hall, LB, Washington, DC cornerback who became an All-America safety, will be a cru- SPECIAL TEAMS 
7, Shyheim Carter, CB, Kentwood, LA | cial facet as Alabama transitions from Kirby Smart to new K 99 Adam Griffith (St) KR 31 Xavian Marks ($0. 
8. Raekwon Davis, DL, Meridian, MS coordinator Jeremy Pruitt. P15 JKScott Ur) PR 3 Calvin Ridley So.} 
9. Charles Baldwin, OL, Windsor, CT” SPECIALISTS After missing the first four kicks of the BOLD indicates returning starter 
10. Kendell Jones, OL, ies: Te loge vanster 2015 season, Adam Griffith became a consistent force on 

eee special teams. He ultimately went 23-of-32, including two RETURNING LEADERS 
2015 RANKINGS makes from 50-plus. Griffith will be best remembered for the perfect | passing: Cooper Bateman, 52-37-291-2, 1 10 


OFFENSE =» PERGAME = SEC_ NATIONAL Onside kick in the fourth quarter of the national championship game. 
Scoring §— 35.1 ppg 30‘ JK Scott is back after seeing his average dip to 44.2 yards after an_ | Receiving: Calvin Ridley, 8 rec, 1,046 yds., 7 1Ds 
Rushing § 199.9 ypg 3 32 incredible 48.0-yard average as a freshman. The real question will be | Tackles: Reuben Foster, 73 
a sot ypg : - | in the return game. Look for Ridley and Xavian Marks to get a look. _| Sacks: Jonathan Allen, 12.0 

te ath FINAL ANALYSIS The adversity and motivation that drove peep NaS: EONS Senor fi 


DEFENSE © PERGAME SEC NATIONAL : . : 
Scoring 15.1 ppg 3 | last year’s run back to the top disappeared into the sea of [R@Wwas)-\ya3 


Rushing 75.7 ypg } | confetti and streamers on the field at the University of Phoe- 
Passing 200.ypq. «6 0 nix Stadium. Now all Alabama has to do is the same thing 
Total 276399 4 again this fall. Expectations aren't leaving with the first- 
; round draft picks the Tide will replace this fall. The target 


c ONAL | 
ss ie 7 zr M | will be as big as ever as Saban begins Year 10 in Tuscaloosa. 


Rushing: Damien Harris, 46 att., 157 yds., 1 TD 


Alabama won the national title 
despite recovering just 35.1 per- 
cent of fumbles, the sixth-lowest 
rate in FBS. 


Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 
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a ARICANSAS RAZORBACKS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 26 * SEC WEST PREDICTION: 4 * PROJECTED RECORD: 8-4, 5-3 SEC 


Head Coach: Bret Bielema 

Record at School: 18-20 (3 years) 
Career Record: 86-44 {10 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Dan Enos 
Defensive Coordinator: Robb Smith 
Fayetteville, AR © Donald W. Reynolds 
Razorback Stadium (72,000) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


Louisiana Tech 

at TCU 

Texas State 

vs. Texas A&M # 
vs. Alcorn State % 
Alabama 

Ole Miss 

at Auburn 

Florida 

LSU 

at Mississippi State 
at Missouri 


TEAM INFORMATION 


| nator. The carries will likely be split among Kody Walker, who suffered 


' is coming off neck surgery, Damon Mitchell, and possibly blue-chip 


Arlington, TX ‘oLittle Rock, AR | 


2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: (8-5, 5-3) 


UTEP W 48-13 
vs. Toledo % L 12-16 
Texas Tech L. 24-35 | 
vs. Texas A&M & (ot) L 21-28 | 
at Tennessee W 26-20 | 
at Alabama L 14-27 
Auburn {ot} W 54-46 
Tennessee-Martin W 63-28 | 
atOleMiss (ot) W 53-62 
at LSU W 31-14 
Mississippi State  L 50-51 
Missouri W 28-3 | 
vs. Kansas State # W 45-23 | 

Splittle Rock &Arlington #Liberty Bowl 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. McTelvin Agim, DL, Texarkana, AR 
2. Dewah Whaley, RB, Beaumont, TX 


3. TJ. Hammonds, RB/WR, Little Rock, AR 
4. Briston Guidry, OL, Metairie, LA 

5. Jake Heinrich, 0G, Urbandale, IA 
6. Jordan Jones, WR, Smackover, AR 


7. Jonathan Marshall, DE, Shepherd, TX 


8. Kofi Boateng, WR. Arlington, TX 
9. Alexy Jean-Baptiste, LB, Pompano Beach, FL 
10. De'jon Harris, LB, Harvey, LA 


| son. Cole Hedlund is getting quicker lift on his kicks after 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE = PERGAME = SEC_— NATIONAL 
Scoring 35.9 ppg 2 27 
Rushing 197.3ypg 4 34 
Passing 268.2ypg 3 32 
Total 465.5 ypg 2 29 
DEFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
Scoring 27.4 ppg 12 68 
Rushing 116.5ypg = 2 12 
Passing 276.2ypg 14 W7 
Total 391.6 ypg 11 58 
TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL | 
+7 +054 4 28 


| back in mid-April after 10 practices. The brother of three-year starter 
| Brandon Allen, the younger Allen has tended to be more of a risk-tak- 


| ma’s first two seasons, the Razorbacks pulled out nail-biters vs. Tennes- 
| see, Auburn and Ole Miss but lost three close ones, including a 51-50 
| decision against Mississippi State. More of those high-drama SEC 


as well equipped to handle them with a new starter at quar- 


°. 


OFFENSE Junior Austin Allen, clearly the top performer at the posi- 
tion halfway through spring, was officially named the starting quarter- 


er, which could lead to big plays as well as head-scratching mistakes. 
With a new starting quarterback, the Hogs will look to focus more 
on the running game in Dan Enos’ second season as offensive coordi- 


a broken foot midway through spring drills, Rawleigh Williams, who 


signee Devwah Whaley, as well as others. 
The receiving corps showed surprising depth after a foot injury 
knocked Keon Hatcher out after two games. Hatcher is back, along 
with fellow seniors Drew Morgan, Dominique Reed and Cody Hollis- 
ter. Morgan, who blossomed with 10 TD catches, is coming off shoul- 
der surgery. Dominique Reed’s speed and agility add an extra 
dimension. Jared Cornelius is a quality slot receiver. Jeremy 
Sprinkle takes over at tight end, with rookies Will Gragg, 
Austin Cantrell and C.J. O’Grady jostling for time. 
Arkansas might cede its spot as the nation’s heaviest offen- 
sive line. Dan Skipper and Frank Ragnow, who has moved 
to center, are back. Converted defensive tackle Hjalte Fro- 


“When you're starting wearing out a little bit phys- 
ically in November, that's the last team you want to 
see. They're not going to stop pounding it.” 


— An opposing SEC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


holdt is targeted to play left guard, while Brian Wallace and | QFFENSE (4) 

Colton Jackson could be the other two starters. WR 4 Keon Hatcher [Sr.] 80 Drew Morgan (Sr.) 
DEFENSE With nine starters returning, the Hogs expect | WR 3 Dominique Reed (Sc) 81 Cody Hollister (Sr. 
to improve their pass rush and coverage and ultimately be SLOT 1 Jared Cornelius [Jr] 13 Deon Stewart (Fr) 

LT 74 Colton Jackson (Fr.) 62. Johnny Gibson (So.) 
closer to the No. 10-ranked defense from 2014 rather than 1 bialte Frohotdt (So. 7B Deion Matone Ur} 
last year’s No. 58-ranked unit. In 2015, Arkansas struggled ob hie reat ap 
cats : : ? 88 C 72 Frank Ragnow(Jr.) 75. Zach Rogers (So.) 

| to slow spread offenses and gave up a bevy of big pass plays. | pg 49 Brian Wallace (So 79. Jalen Merrick (Fr) 
Deatrich Wise Jr. erupted in the second half of 2015. He | pt 70. Dan Skipper (Sr.) 64 Klint Harvey (Fr) 
and JaMichael Winston are solid at one end, while Tevin | TE 83 Jeremy Sprinkle (Sr.) 85 CJ O'Grady (Fr.) 
Beanum and blue-chip newcomer McTelvin Agim work the | QB 8 Austin Allen [Ur 2 Rafe Peavey (So.} 
rush end spot. Jeremiah Ledbetter moved from end to tackle | RB 24 Kody Walker (Sr, 22 Rawleigh Williams (So.) 
to provide an agile, explosive interior presence, and Taiwan DEFENSE (3) 
Johnson is back at nose. DE 48 Deatrich Wise Jr. (Sr) 6 JaMichael Winston (Jr. 
Arkansas is desperate to provide relief at linebacker to | NG 94 TaiwanJohnson(Sr.) 78 Bijhon Jackson (Jr.| 
Brooks Ellis and Dre Greenlaw, who played virtually all the | OT 55 Jeremiah Ledbetter (Sr.) 52 TJ. Smith (Fr. 
key snaps last year. Help could be on the way in the form of |RUSH 97 Tevin Beanum (Jr.) 3 McTelvin Agim (Fr.} 
Randy Ramsey, Khalia Hackett, Dwayne Eugene, Kendrick | MLB 51 Brooks Ellis (Sr.) 44 Kendrick Jackson (So) 
| Jackson and four talented signees. WLB 23 Dre Greentaw (So.) 35 Owayne Eugene (Jr) 
: NB 5 Henre’ Toliver (Jr.) 30 Kevin Richardson (Jr.) 
Several veterans return for DBs coach Paul Rhoads, includ- : : 
, . sees CB 29 Jared Collins (Sr.) 15. Willie Sykes [So.) 
ing cornerbacks Jared Collins, D.J. Dean and Henre’ Toliver, CB 2 DJDean(sr) 1 Ryan Pulley (So) 
safety Josh Liddell and versatile Kevin Richardson. Santos | 5s 9 Santos Ramirez (So.) 20 De'Andre Coley (Jr) 
Ramirez and De’Andre Coley are big hitters at strong safety. | FS 28 Josh Liddell (Jr.) 8 Nate Dalton (Fr.) 
| SPECIALISTS After having five field goals blocked last | SPECIAL TEAMS 
| season, including a potential game-winner in the final min- K 9 Cole Hedlund (So, KR TJ. Hammonds (Fr) 
ute against Mississippi State, the Razorbacks revamped their P 37. Toby Baker (Sr) PR 1 Jared Cornelius (Jr) 


blocking and execution under new line coach Kurt Ander- BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Austin Allen, 3-1-35-0, 1 TD 

Rushing: Kody Walker, 90 att., 394 yds.. 6 TDs 
Receiving: Drew Morgan, 63 rec., 843 yds., 10 TDs 
Tackles: Brooks Ellis, 102 

Sacks: Deatrich Wise, 8.0 

Interceptions: D.J. Dean, 2; Josh Liddell, 2 


STAT CORNER 


The Dan Enos effect: Brandon Al- 
len’s passer rating improved from 
129.2 to 166.5 in 2015 — fifth in 
the country and first in the SEC. 


going 9-of-15 on field goals. Toby Baker is primed for a big 
season after averaging 41.2 yards per punt in his first year as a starter. 


FINAL ANALYSIS After struggling to win tight games in Bret Biele- 


games could be on tap this fall, but Arkansas might not be 


terback. How the revamped offensive line and run game can 
establish themselves and dictate tempo will go a long way 
toward determining the Razorbacks’ fate. Arkansas should 
be bowl bound for a third year in a row, but contending in 
the rigorous SEC West seems like a stretch. 


him Umphrey 
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AUBURN TIGERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 35 * SEC WEST PREDICTION: 6 » PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 3-5 SEC 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Gus Malzahn 


Record at School: 27-13 (3 years) 


Career Record: 36-16 (4 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Rhett ashlee 


Defensive Coordinator: Kevin Steele 
Auburn, AL # Jordan-Hare Stadium (87,451) 


OFFENSE Auburn has to figure out what it wants to do at quarter- 
back after a dismal 2015 season at the position. John Franklin III could 


| prove to be the answer to its issues thanks to his speed in the zone-read 
| attack, but don’t count out Jeremy Johnson or Sean White. 


| returns after rushing for 90 yards or more in five of the last six games, 
| He should be the starter after spending most of the 2015 season as 


2016 SCHEDULE 


The good news for the Tigers is that running back Jovon Robinson 


a backup. The receiving corps could be an issue with unproven up- 
perclassmen Marcus Davis and Tony Stevens (358 combined yards in 
2015) leading the way, but expectations are high for newcomers Nate 


fe 4 pene State | Craig-Myers and Kyle Davis. 

Sept. 17 Texas A&M Replacing Shon Coleman and Avery Young at left and right tack- 

Sept. 24 LSU le, respectively, could be the biggest problem heading into the season. ve 

Oct. 1 ULMonroe | Overall, there are some exciting pieces, but not a lot of experience. ra 

Oct. 8 at Mississippi State | The key to success this season will be finding consistency at quarter- 4 

Oct. 22 Arkansas | back and identifying at least one playmaker at wide receiver. jy } cae 3 2 

Oct. 29 at Ole Miss | Auburn coach Gus Malzahn usually finds a way — but he They were better defensively and played harder 
Nov. 5 Vanderbilt | didn’t last season, when the Tigers ranked 10th in the SEC for Will Muschamp, but now they've gota thitd 
Nov. 12 at Georgia lin totalletense. coordinator in three years, 

Nov. 19° Alabama A&M | ' 5 2 — An opposing SEC assistant coach 
Nov. 26 atAlabama | DEFENSE Believe it or not, defense might be the strongest 


FINAL RECORD: 7-6, 2-6 


part of a Malzahn-coached team for the first time in his ca- 
reer. There will be pressure on new coordinator Kevin Steele, 
who jumped to Auburn after one year at LSU, to get this 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (6) 


ota pi | unit to play up to its potential. WR 8 Tony Stevens (St Nate Craig-Myers (Fr) 
5 : ee ae dee | The Tigers return potential NFL stars Carl Lawson and | WR 80 Marcus Davis{Sr.) 11. Kyle Davis (Fc) 
: : WR 4 Jason Smith Ur.) 83 Ryan Davis (So) 
Sept. 19 at LSU t 21-45 | Montravius Adams along the defensive front, and a heralded LT 70. Robert Leff (St] 73 Austin Golson (it) 
Sept. 26 Mississippi State Ll 9-17 | defensive line class will bolster a deep group. Production was LG 63. Alex Kozan (sr) 77 Marquel Harel (Fr) 
Oct. 3 SanJoseState  W 36-21 | an issue up front last season because of injuries, but this unit C 73 Austin Golson (Jr.) 52 Xavier Damper (Sr. 
Oct. 15 at Kentucky W 30-27 | should be much better thanks to a wealth of depth. RG 71 Braden Smith (Jr) 44 Mike Horton (Fr) 
Oct. 24 atArkansas fot} L_ 46-54 | Linebacker will be the biggest concern, with Tre’ Williams | RT 78 Darius James (Jr) 70. Robert Leff {Sr.} 
- a es AM : vat | and Illinois graduate transfer T.J. Neal leading a group that | HB 27 ChandlerCox(So.) 36. Kamryn Pettway (So.] 
pe ss piel | loses three starters and 601 career tackles. QB 5 John Franklin it Ur.) 6 Jeremy Johnson (Jr.) 
Nov. 21. Idaho W 56-34 | _ 2he safety position should be fine with Tray Matthews and | R8 29 Jovon Robinson (Sr. 9 Roc Thomas (Jr) 
Nov. 28 Alabama | 13.29 | Rudy Ford on the back end, but keep a close eye on who DEFENSE (5) 
Dec. 30 Memphis W 31-19 | emerges at cornerback on the opposite side of 2015 Fresh- | DE 9 Byron Cowart (So.) 3 Marlon Davidson (Fr. 
Atlenta #Bimingham Bot |= Man AII-SEC selection Carlton Davis. Ohio State transfer | OT 1 Montravius Adams(Sr.) 90 Maurice Swain (Sr) 
| Jamel Dean could be a star with more development, but | OT 95 Dontavius Russell (So.) 94 Devaroe Lawrence (Sr. 
TOP 10 RECRUITS another transfer, Marshall Taylor by way of Miami (Ohio), | DE 55 Carl Lawson Ur) 4 Jeff Holland (So,) 
; : I’ could be the favorite. SLB 30 Tre’ Williams (Jr.) 49 Darrell Williams (So.) 
1. Derrick Brown, DT, Sugar Hill, GA : MLB TJ). Neal (Sr. 30 Tre’ Williams (Jr) 
2. Marlon Davidson, DE, Greenville, AL | SPECIALISTS Special teams have always seemed to be a | wrg 57 Deshaun Davis (So) 48 Montavious Atkinson (So.) 
3. Nate Craig-Myers, WR, Dade City, FL | strength at Auburn and should be again this season. Daniel | CB 6 Carlton Davis(So.) 26 John Broussard Jr. (Fr) 
4. Antwan Jackson, OT, Ellenwood, GA | Carlson, who drilled four 50-yard field goals last season, re- | CB 12 Jamel Dean [Fr.) Marshall Taylor (Sr.) 
5. Kyle Davis, WR, Loganville, GA | turns as one of the SEC’s top kickers. Overall, he made 23- | SS 28 TrayMatthews(Jr.) 14 Stephen Roberts (Jr. 
6. Eli Stove, WR, Niceville, FL | of-27 attempts last season. Punter should be in good hands | FS 23 Rudy Ford (Sr.) 19 Nick Ruffin (Jr) 
7. Prince Sammons, OL, Clarksville, 0H | With the emergence of Kevin Phillips (41.0-yard average, 17 SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 38 Daniel Carlson (Jr) KR_ 40 Marcus Davis (Sr.) 


Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 


8. Woody Barrett, OB, Winter Garden, FL 
9. Landon Rice, TE, Rome, GA 
10. John Broussard, CB, Phenix City, AL 


| inside the 20-yard line). Meanwhile, Auburn is set in the 
_ return game. Davis averaged 11.9 yards per return on punts, 
| and Ford (28.6 ypr) and Kerryon Johnson (27.6 ypr) will be 


P 9) 


| the two speedsters returning kickoffs. 


2015 RANKINGS | 


FINAL ANALYSIS Auburn has some key questions on offense, but 
there is enough talent on this roster for a bounce-back season if Mal- 


Kevin Phillips (Sr.) PR 23 Rudy Ford (Sr.] 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Jeremy Johnson, 157-95-1,054-7, 10 TDs 


ose yi ees a ERO zahn and his revamped coaching staff can put the right pieces in the | Rushing: Jovon Robinson, 117 att., 639 yds., 3 TDs 
nee faa a : . | right places. Interestingly, it’s the defense that may carry the Tigers | Receiving: Marcus Davis, 30 rec., 181 yds.. 1 10 
Pessty 1146 m 12 111__ @atly in the season as the fourth-year coach tries to figure things out on see sah “i 
Total 370.0 10 94 | offense. Opening the season against national runner-up Clemson will masrcisitens: elias 
: | be extremely tough, but staying home for the first five weeks : : 

hag “kts 7 srt | of the season could build some much-needed confidence 
Rushing 1927 yg 11 a for Auburn. Malzahn can jump off the hot seat early with a 
Passing 222.5 ypq 11 63 | Strong start to the season. A slow start will make fans wonder Auburn's offensive production 
Total 405.2ypg 13 at if their Tigers will lose to rivals Georgia and Alabama for a dropped by 1.3 yards per play, 
TOWANGN  PERGAME SEE wATOWAL | third straight year — something that could lead to a change from 6.7 in 2014 to 5.4 in 2015. 

ee ey ee ake 
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SU LSU TIGERS 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Returning as a Heisman Trophy frontrunner after setting 


Head Coach: Les Miles 
Record at School: 112-32 (11 years} 


Career Record: 140-53 (15 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: a Cameron | beaworkhorse, but returning quarterback Brandon Harris gets his two 


Defensive Coordinator: Dave Aranda leading receivers back — along with a new position coach in Damey- 
Baton Rouge, LA © Tiger Stadium (102,321) une Craig — in hopes of reinvigorating a stagnant passing attack. 


2016 SCHEDULE spring, when Harris took most of the first-team reps. Harris said of- 
Sept. 3 vs. Wisconsin # | fensive coordinator Cam Cameron's move from the press box to the 
Sept. 10 Jacksonville State | sidelines in the Texas Bowl aided his progression and said it'd be “par- 
Sept. 17 Mississippi State | amount” to the unit’s success this year. 
Sept. 24 at Auburn |  Italso helps to have Fournette, who needs 13 yards to become the fast- 
Oct. 1 Missouri est back in school history to reach 3,000 yards. The development of soph- 
Oct. 8 atFlorida omore Derrius Guice could give Fournette an opportunity to lighten his_ | LEONARD FOURNETTE 
Oct. 15 Southern Miss | workload. They will run behind an offensive line that absorbed gm ; 
Oct. 22 Ole Miss | the losses of senior Vadal Alexander and Jerald Hawkins — They haven't had the grown men up there (de- 
bm Mem Try aly enn ino he NFL Dt. Eon Fe, Re 
Nov. 19 South Alabama | whom Les Miles has called one of the most versatile linemen 9 Fels 2 
Nov. 24 at Texas A&M | he’s ever coached, steadies the line at center. — An opposing SEC assistant coach 

#6veen By, DEFENSE LSU's third defensive coordinator in three sea- 

| sons, Dave Aranda ushers in a new era, bringing a 3-4 align- DEPTH CHART 

2015 RESULTS ment to Baton Rouge for the first time in Les Miles’ tenure. OFFENSE (8) 
FINAL RECORD: (9-3, 5-3) | Returning ends Arden Key and Lewis Neal will now playa | WR 15 Malachi Dupre (Jr) = 82 DJ. Chark Ur.) 
Sept. 12. atMississippi State W 71-19 More stand-up, outside rushing role, though Aranda’s flexi- boa 3 Lbahoetmct ’ ‘ rian 
Sept. 19 Auburn W 45-21 ble front won't allow them to abandon the traditional, hand- Lc é Wit Clapp iso.) , 78 Saath Brumfet dso) 
Sept. 26 at Syracuse W 34-24 | in-the-dirt position. Interior linemen Christian LaCouture C77 Ethan Pocic (Sr) 72 Andy Dodd (Jr) ; 
Oct. 3 Eastern Michigan W 44-22 | and Greg Gilmore will stay inside, but Aranda’s preached | pg 74 Josh Boutte (Sr. 78 Garrett Brumfield (So.) 
Oct. 10 South Carolia WW 48-24 | a more aggressive, active plan for them to get up the field. RT 66 Toby Weathersby (Jr) 70 George Brown Jr. [Fr.) 
Oct. 17 Florida W 35-28 | Kendell Beckwith headlines an otherwise thin linebacking | TE 81 Colin Jeter (Sr.) 84 Foster Moreau (So.) 
Oct. 24 Western Kentucky W 45-20 | Corns that was boosted by the emergence of mid-year en- | QB 6 BrandonHarris Jr.) 16 Danny Etling Lr) 
a i a ase : te | rollee Devin White in the spring. Donnie Alexander also | RB 7 Leonard Fournette(Jr.) 5 Derrius Guice (So,) 
Nov. 21. at Ole Miss | 17.39 | impressed in spring to earn a spot. Senior Duke Riley, who | FB“ 10.Moore Ur} 47 Bry Kiethon Mouton (So.) 
Nov. 28 Texas A&M W 19-7 | Saw some time at middle linebacker last season, expects to | DEFENSE (10) 
Dec, 29 vs.JevasTech# | W 56-27 | play more outside in Aranda’s scheme. DE 92 Lewis Neal (Sr.) 58. Sione Teuhema (Jr) 


TOP 10 RECRUITS the program's revered No. 18 last season as a junior, returns 


1. Kristian Fulton, CB, Metairie, LA 

2. Rashard Lawrence, DT, Monroe, LA 
3. Saivion Smith, CB, St. Petersburg, FL | 
4, Eric Monroe, S, Houston, TX } 
5, Michael Divinity, OLB, Marrero, LA 
6. Edwin Alexander, DT, Hammond, LA 


7. Stephen Sullivan, WR, Donaldsonville, LA | : 
8. Drake Davis, WR, Baton Rouge, LA «| « SPECIALISTS ‘Trent Domingue started last season 10-of- 


9, Devin White, ATH. Springhill, LA | 10 and was a Lou Groza Award semifinalist, eventually fin- 
10. Donavaughn Campbell, G, Ponchatoula, LA ishing 13-for-17 in his first season as LSU’s primary place- 
| 


2015 RANKINGS will likely turn to Domingue or Aussie redshirt freshman 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 9 * SEC WEST PREDICTION: 2 * PROJECTED RECORD: 10-2, 6-2 SEC 


LSU’s single-season rushing record, Leonard Fournette will once again 
| buoy a Tigers offense that broke out in a Texas Bowl win against Texas 
| Tech but is still searching for a consistent passing game. Fournette will 


Harris and Purdue transfer Danny Etling battled throughout the 


#leastoi “The scheme may change, but LSU’s loaded defensive back- 
field will not. Tre’Davious White, who was chosen to wear 


DT 57 Davon Godchaux (Jr.) 
DE 49 Arden Key (So.) 
LB 23 Corey Thompson (Sr.) 
LB 52 Kendell Beckwith (Sr.) 
LB 48 Donnie Alexander (Jr.) 
CB 21 Edd Paris (Jr.) 
CB 18 Tre'Davious White (Sr.) 
S 33 Jamal Adams (Jr.) 
S 9 Rickey Jefferson (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 14 Trent Domingue (Sr.] 
P 14 Trent Domingue (Sr.} 


| fora final season in Baton Rouge after leading the team with 
| seven pass break-ups last season. Jamal Adams, a hard-hit- 
| ting junior who had four interceptions last season and played 
his way into second-team All-SEC honors, returns at safety 
| alongside Rickey Jefferson — another three-year letterman 
| and rising senior in this veteran, deep position group that 
promises to anchor Aranda’s new-look defense. 


| kicker. Reloading the Australian punter pipeline, the Tigers 


| Josh Growden to replace the graduated Jamie Keehn, another Aussie 
PERGAME SEC_—NATIONAL | who was LSU's starting punter for the last three seasons. 
| FINAL ANALYSIS LSU returns 18 starters from a team that, at its 
| peak, was No. 2 in the College Football Playoff rankings and had the 


(373ypq 4 39 | presumed Heisman Trophy winner. A trip to Tuscaloosa sent the sea- Sacks: Lows Heal, 8.0 


‘son, and Miles’ job security, into a tailspin before the Tigers 
| ended their season on a two-game winning streak and kept [Rg ymae)as) 


| that struggled at times last season, but it was hardly the main 


122.99pg9 3 7 | Miles. Aranda’s arrival interjected exuberance into a defense 
| problem. LSU’s offense will need to, once again, refine its 


OFFENSE 
Scoring  328ppg 6 4h | 
Rushing 256.8 ypqg 1 7 
Passing 180.4ypg 11 105. | 
Total 
DEFENSE  PERGAME SEC NATIONAL | 
Scoring 26.3ppg 10 41 
Rushing 
Passing 224.3ypg =—«12 65 
Total 347.2ypg 5 25 
TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL | 
+7 
176 


passing game and get consistent quarterback play if the Ti- 
+0582 2 | gers hope to live up to their lofty preseason expectations. 
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NT 91. Christian LaCouture (Sr.) 99 Greg Gilmore (Jr.] 


97. Frank Herron (Jr.) 

46 Tashawn Bower (Sr) 
40 Duke Riley (Sr.) 

24 Devin White (Fr.] 

35 Devin Voorhies (Jr.) 

2 Kevin Toliver (So.) 
13 Dwayne Thomas (Sr.) 
26 John Battle (Jr.) 

13. Dwayne Thomas (Sr) 


KR__ 5 Dertius Guice (So.) 
PR_ 18 Tre'Davious White (Sr. 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Brandon Harris, 177-149-2,165-6, 13 TDs 
Rushing: Leonard Fournette, 300 att., 1.953 yds., 22 TDs 
Receiving: Malachi Dupre, 43 rec., 698 yds., 6 TDs 
Tackles: Kendell Beckwith, 84 


Interceptions: Jamal Adams, 4 


Power and Fournette: 59.2% 
of the tackles opponents made 
against LSU were solo tackles, 
the lowest rate in the country. 


Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Hugh Freeze 

Record at School: 34-18 (4 years) 
Career Record: 64-24 (7 years) H 
Defensive Coordinators: Matt Luke, Dan Werner | 
Defensive Coordinators: Jason Jones, Dave 
Wommack 

Oxford, MS © Vaught-Hemingway Stadium (60, sa | | 


2016 SCHEDULE _| 


vs. Florida State # | 
Wofford | 
Alabama 
Georgia 
Memphis | 
at Arkansas 

at LSU 

Auburn 

Georgia Southern 
at Texas A&M j 
at Vanderbilt 
Mississippi State 


#0rtando, FL 


FINAL RECORD: 10-3, 6-2 


Sept. 5 Tennessee-Martin W 76-3 | 
Sept. 12 Fresno State W 73-21 | 
Sept. 19 at Alabama W 43-37 | 
Sept. 26 Vanderbilt W 27-16 
Oct. 3 at Florida L 10-38 | 
Oct. 10 New Mexico State W §2-3 | 
Oct. 17 at Memphis L 24-37 
Oct. 24 Texas A&M W 23-3 | 
Oct. 31 atAuburn W 27-19 | 
Nov. 7 Arkansas (ot) L 2-53 | 
Nov. 21 LSU W 38-17 
Nov. 28 atMississippi State W 38-27 | 
Jan. 1 vs, Oklahoma State #W 48-20 | 

#Sugar Bowl 


TOP 10 RECRUITS _| 


1. Greg Little, OT, Allen, Texas | 
2. Shea Patterson, OB, Shreveport, LA 
3. Benito Jones, DT, Waynesboro, MS 
4. AJ. Brown, WR, Starkville, MS 
5. Deontay Anderson, S, Manvel, Texas | 
6. DeKaylin Metcalf, WR, Oxford, MS 
7. Octavious Cooley, TE, Laurel, MS 
8. Tre Nixon, WR, Melbourne, FL 

9. Jaylon Jones, CB, Allen, TX 

10. D'Vaughn Pennamon, RB, Manuel, TX | 


2015S RANKINGS | 


OLE MISS REBELS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 10 * SEC WEST PREDICTION: 3 » PROJECTED RECORD: 9-3, 6-2 SEC 


great teams start. Chad Kelly threw for 4,042 yards and 31 touchdowns 
| and is the top returning quarterback in the SEC. 


from his suspension. Whether he has it this season remains to be seen, 


| at wide receiver, but the Rebels have the depth and talent to be strong 


| low had 36 catches in his first season at Ole Miss. Senior tight end 
| Evan Engram is a weapon in the passing game as well. 


| backs than Freeze has typically had at Ole Miss. They both 


| the edge. His 10 sacks last year tied a school record. Fadol 
| Brown is a bigger body at the other end who could gain 


2015 season after neck surgery. He will be a disruptive pres- i - as a (Ft) (50) = ss rie He 
| ‘ : : avon Patterson (So. yler Putman (So. 
ence in the backfield if he remains healthy, C50 Sean Rawlings (So.) 75 Robert Conyers (Sr.} 


| search for players and landed a couple of promising new- 


| junior DeMarquis Gates. He became a starter only when 
| Denzel Nkemdiche’s season ended in early November, but 


| punter Will Gleeson, a rugby-style kicker, more often and is 


OFFENSE ‘The Rebels have stability under center, and that’s where all 


Great quarterbacks need great blind-side protection, and Kelly had 
that for the latter half of last season when Laremy Tunsil returned 


and much of that responsibility is expected to fall to true freshman 
Greg Little. Ole Miss coach Hugh Freeze raves about Little’s athlet- 
icism, but it’s a lot to ask of a true freshman to step in at left tackle 
from Day 1. Three other offensive line positions will have new starters. 

Laquon Treadwell, a once-in-a-generation-type player, leaves a hole 


at the position once again. Washington transfer Damore’ea Stringfel- 


Senior Akeem Judd and junior Jordan Wilkins are bigger guy : 
They don’t have the depth of an Alabama, but 


individually they have some of the most talented 


averaged than 5.0 yards per in backup roles last 
veraged more tha yards per carry in backup roles las stapersin tie ccuntRel 


year, 

DEFENSE In spite of the loss of tackle Robert Nkemdiche, 
the Rebels figure to be talented and experienced up front. 
Junior end Marquise Haynes provides a pass rush threat off 


— An opposing SEC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (5) 
WR_ 3. Damore‘ea Stringfellow (Jr.) 8 Quincy Adeboyejo (Sr.) 
WR 11 Markell Pack Jr.) 12 Van Jefferson (Fr.) 
WR _ 5. Damarkus Lodge (So.) 19 Derrick Jones (Sr.) 


more NFL attention if his consistency improves. The wild 
card here is senior Issac Gross, who missed almost the entire 


‘The Rebels must replace two starting safeties but have re- 


, aie 5 RG 70 Jordan Sims {So.) 73. Rod Taylor Ur) 
cruited well at the position in recent seasons. Senior Tony | pr 75 Robert Conyers (Sr.) 78 Jeremy Liggins (Sr) 
Conner returns at nickel back in the 4-2-5 after missing | TE 17 Evan Engram (Sr.} 84 Hunter Thurley (Sr. 
most of 2015 following a knee injury in Week 3 at Alabama. | QB 10 Chad Kelly (Sr.) 20. Shea Patterson (Fr.) 


RB 21 Akeem Judd (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (5) 
DE 10 Marquis Haynes (Jr.) 98 Charles Wiley (Fr) 
DT 9 Breeland Speaks (So.) 91 Ross Donelly (So.) 
NT 93. DJ. Jones (Sr) 94 Issac Gross (Sr.) 
DE 6 Fadol Brown (Sr.) 47 John Youngblood (Sr.} 
MLB Rommel Mageo (Sr.) Detric Bing-Dukes (So. 
OLB 31 DeMarquis Gates [Jr.] 21 Terry Caldwell (Sr.) 
NB 12 Tony Conner (Sr.) 15 Myles Hartsfield (Fr.) 
CB 1 Tony Bridges (Sr.) 16 Jalen Julius (Fr) 
CB 5 Kendarius Webster (Jr.) 13 Kailo Moore (Sr.} 
SS 36 Zedrick Woods (So.) 29 Armani Linton (Fr.) 
FS 4 C.J. Hampton (Jr) 30 A.J. Moore (Jr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 97 Gary Wunderlich (Jr) 
P 94 Will Gleeson (Jr.} 


He was a projected first-round pick before the injury. 22 Jordan Witkins (Jr) 
Freeze was not able to address needs at middle linebacker 


to the level he had hoped on Signing Day. He continued to 


comers in graduate transfer Rommel Mageo and junior col- 
lege transfer Detric Bing-Dukes. Mageo led Oregon State 
with 87 tackles last year and will be the favorite in August to 
win the starting job. 

The Rebels have star potential at outside linebacker in 


Gates finished with a team-high 76 tackles. 

SPECIALISTS Junior kicker Gary Wunderlich hit 19-of-25 
field goal attempts and converted all 63 PATs to become the 
SEC's top scorer at the position. Wunderlich doubled as the 
team’s long-distance punter. Freeze would like to use junior 


KR 22 Jordan Wilkins (Jr) 
PR 1 Tony Bridges (Sr.) 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Chad Kelly, 458-298-4,042-13, 31 TDs 
Rushing: Chad Kelly. 107 att., 00 yds.; 10 TOs 


hopeful that Gleeson will bounce back after struggling late 
last season. Ole Miss has had solid kick and punt coverage units, but the 


Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 


OFFENSE PERGAME = SEC_——NATIONAL | Rebels have not produced enough big plays in the return game. 

pnd Ap He ; : FINALANALYSIS ‘The Rebels are 19-7 overall and 11-5 in the league 
Passing 33 47 og ij in the last two seasons, highlighted by two wins over Alabama and a 
Total BI78ypq 1 1) | dominating win over Oklahoma State in the Sugar Bowl in January. 
=o Gain CRED aie This team has the talent to contend in the SEC West once 

Scoring 22.6ppq «8B 33 | again, but the offensive line must become a team strength 

Rushing 127.1ypg 73 | and provide suitable protection for Kelly. If that happens, the 

Passing 258.8ypg -13°«=105 Rebels’ offense should have little trouble scoring points. The 

Total 385.8 yng 9 54 | defense loses its most talented player in Robert Nkemdiche, 

TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC Nanioway | DUt there is star power on every level. Another top-10 finish 

0 0.00 9 BC is well within reach. 


STAT CORNER 


Receiving: Quincy Adeboyejo, 38 rec. 604 yds., 7 TDs 
Tackles: DeMarquis Gates, 76 

Sacks: Marquis Haynes, 10.0 

Interceptions: Tony Bridges, 3 


Ole Miss’ havoc rate [TFLs, 
forced fumbles, passes defensed 
divided by total plays) was 20.0%, 
11th in FBS. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 177 


MISSISSIPPI STATE BULLDOGS |' 


with the likelihood of a young QB being the one they are 
2015 RESULTS protecsiine OFFENSE (5) 
| DEFENSE An entirely new defensive staff, including coor- | WR 6 Donald Gray [Ur] 35 Gabe Myles (J. 
ESET a's | dinator Peter Sirmon (formerly of USC), is installing a 3-4 WR 86 Jesse Jackson (So.} 85 Jonas Spivey (Fr. 
Sept. 5 atSouthenMiss W 34-16 | defense that Sirmon believes will help the Bulldogs to be WR 8 Fred Ross (Sr.) 22 Malik Dear (So.) 
Sept. 12 LSU L 19-21 | Sthel ert its in the SEC. He's inheriti Bs LT 58 Justin Senior (Sr.) 64 Jocquell Johnson (Sr.] 
Sept. 19 Northwestern State W 62-13 | a ie 5 eoun! oS ; did es : a i sa Bfoup: LG 61 Deion Calhoun (So.) 67 Michael Story (Fr.) 
Sept. 26 at Auburn We ¥29,)), teak ss net short on rtarent but cid Jose: several Key; pieces C 60 Jamaal Clayborn(Sr.) 75 Harrison Moon (Fr.) 
Oct. 3. at Texas A&M L 17-39 | from 2015. RG 62 DevonDesper(Sr.) 69 Darryl Williams (Fr. 
Oct. 10 Troy w 45-17 | Up front, defensive end A.J. Jefferson has to lead the way | RT $5 Martinas Rankin (Jr) 74. Elgton Jenkins (So.) 
Oct. 17 Louisiana Tech W 45-20 | after recording 13.5 tackles for a loss and five sacks as a ju- | TE 81 Justin Johnson (So.) Jordan Thomas (Jr.} 
Oct. 24 Kentucky W 42-16 | nior. He'll be joined by Nick James, sliding into a true two- | QB 7 Nick Fitzgerald (So.) 2 Elijah Staley (So.) 
Nov. 5 at Missouri W 31-13 | gap role at nose tackle, and a deep rotation at defensive end. RB 10 Brandon Holloway (Sr.) 27 Aeris Williams (So.) 
Nov. 14 Alabama L 631 | Linebacker Richie Brown, unlike two of his former de- DEFENSE (6) 
“af 7 Al ns : a | fensive teammates, turned down the NFL in order to stay | DE 49 Torrey Dale (Sr. Jeffery Simmons (Fr. 
a 0 iat W 5-28 | for his senior year. That was a great move, for him and for | NT 88 Nick James (Sr.) 94 Nelson Adams (Sr.) 
' : aout | Mississippi State. A top-five tackler in the SEC, Brown will | DE 47 A.J. Jefferson (Sr) 97 Johnathan Calvin (Sr) 
| operate from the middle of the 3-4 and help lead redshirt | OLB 57 Will Coleman (Sr, 3 Traver Jung (Jr) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS freshman Leo Lewis. Will Coleman is a former defensive | !LB 44 LeoLewis fr) 60. Tim Washington (Ft) 
1. Jeffery Simmons, DE, Macon, MS end, but he’s been moved to a hybrid role in the 3-4 look ILB 39 Richie Brown (Sr.} 4 Gent Green (50. 
é H : : : OLB 45 J.T. Gray Ur.) 28 DeAndre Ward (Sr.) 
2. Marquiss Spencer, DE, Greenwood, MS | — as the Viper, Coleman will often stand up at the line of CB 5 Cedric Jles (Sr) 25. Lashard Durr Uc} 
3. Kobe Jones, DT, Starkville, MS _ scrimmage and could rush the passer or drop back into cov- | cg 7 qolandoCleveland(Sr.) 24 Chis Raytord (So. 
4. Jamal Couch, WR, Phenix City, AL | erage. S 41 Mark McLaurin (So.} 11 Kivon Coman (Sr.) 
5. Stewart Reese, 0G, Fort Pierce, FL Tolando Cleveland is solid at cornerback, and Kivon Co- S 1 Brandon Bryant(So.) 12 Jamal Peters (So.} 
6. Errol Thompson, ILB, Florence, AL / man and Mark McLaurin could be a bit better than that at SPECIAL TEAMS 
7. Nero Nelson, ATH, Hallandale, MS = safety. But Brandon Bryant is a star in the making for the : 
8. C.J. Morgan-Walker. CB. Bossier City, LA ° : K 35 Westin Graves [Jr.] KR 10 Brandon Holloway (Sr.) 
. OJ. Marg UB, ys Bulldogs. The safety had three interceptions and 63 tackles P 43 Logan Cooke (ir) PR 8fted Ross (Sr) 


9. Korey Charles, ATH, Tallahassee, FL 
10. Jordan Thomas, TE, Decatur, MS* 


2015 RANKINGS 


TEAM INFORMATION 
Head Coach: Dan Mullen } 
Record at School: 55-35 [7 years} 
Career Record: 55-35 (7 years) 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: Billy Gonzales, | 
John Hevesy 

Defensive Coordinator: Peter Sirmon 
Starkville, MS 

Davis Wade Stadium at Scott Field (61,337) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 41 * SEC WEST PREDICTION: 7 * PROJECTED RECORD; 6-6, 2-6 SEC 


OFFENSE It’s impossible to overstate just how much Dak Prescott 
meant to Mississippi State during his career, and how big a hole he 
| leaves behind for the 2016 season. There’s no shortage of contenders 
| to replace him, but no one with any significant amount of pedigree or 
success. Redshirt sophomore Nick Fitzgerald has to be considered the 
leading candidate; he served as Prescott’s primary backup last year, and 
a couple of strong relief appearances breed some confidence. 
Fitzgerald, like Prescott, can run with the football. That’s huge, con- 
| sidering the running backs struggled last year, though all of them re- 
turn. Can Brandon Holloway run for the tough yards? If not, can Aeris 
Williams or Ashton Shumpert take over? Don't be surprised if it’s an- 


ot naire | other season in which the Bulldogs’ leading rusher is their quarterback. 
at LSU Fitzgerald, Elijah Staley or whoever else is at quarterback will have 
vs. Massachusetts # | plenty of options at wide receiver. Fred Ross had 88 catches for 1,007 
Auburn | yards as a junior, leading a group that includes deep threat Donald 
at BYU | Gray and slot options Gabe Myles and Malik Dear. That 

at Kentucky group does not include Fred Brown, a senior who was dis- 

Samford missed from the university in April. 

Texas A&M _ Three starters return along an offensive line that gave up 

at Alabama | 32 sacks (including nine alone to Alabama) in 2015; im- 

ge | provement is necessary from the group up front, especially 


| 
Foxboro, MA | 


| as a redshirt freshman and was the talk of spring practices 
with his athleticism and penchant for playmaking. 

SPECIALISTS Punter Logan Cooke and kicker Westin 
i Graves are both solid and will have more expected of them in 2016 


“junior college transfer | 


OFFENSE = PERGAME = SEC_—MATIONAL than has been the case previously. Holloway is electric in the open field 
Scoring 34.4 ppg 8 33 as a kickoff returner, and Ross is sure-handed on punts and can get a 
noe ae yog 12 . | few yards when given the opportunity. 

ta ee - : < _ FINAL ANALYSIS This is not 2014 Mississippi State — only one 
a ee a eal a tc from the group that spent five weeks at No. 1 

Scoring 23.2 9099 %6 | that season. But the transition started last year, and the Bull- 

Rushing 174.6ypg 10 7) | dogs still won nine games. Coach Dan Mullen has to find a 

Passing 216.5ypg 10 57 «| Way to replace Prescott, and the defense will have to accli- 

Total 391.2ypq 10 56 mate quickly to a brand new coaching staff, but the schedule 

ican o- ieSTRaUc OF aa rae is lean enough to think the Bulldogs will return to a bowl 

Af 03 12 9? game for the seventh straight season. 
178 ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2016 


DEPTH CHART 


FRED ROSS 


“Schematically, they're one of the teams that 
you really admire. They have some good stuff in 
the playbook.” 


— An opposing SEC assistant coach 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Nick Fitzgerald, 14-11-235-0, 3 TDs 
Rushing: Brandon Holloway, 92 att., 413 yds., 0 TD 
Receiving: Fred Ross, 88 rec., 1,007 yds., 5 TDs 
Tackles: Richie Brown, 109 

Sacks: Richie Brown, 6.5 

Interceptions: Brandon Bryant, 3 


STAT CORNER 


MSU won nine games in 2015 
despite awful luck: The Bulldogs 
recovered only 30.6% of fumbles, 
the second-lowest rate in FBS. 


AP. 


AP 


TEXAS A&M AGGIES 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 28 * SEC WEST PREDICTION: 5 * PROJECTED RECORD: 7-5, 3-5 SEC 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Trevor Knight, a dual-threat transfer from OU, projects as 


; 5 | A&M’s fourth different starting quarterback in four years. He starred 

Head Coach: Kevin Sumlin : . : 
Record at School: 34-14 (4 years) ina Sugar Bowl victory over Alabama in 2013 and passed for 2,300 
Career Record: 71-33 (8 years) yards in 2014, but he lost the starting job to Baker Mayfield last season. 
Offensive Coordinator: Noel Mazzone | Knight must hold offa challenge from junior Jake Hubenak, who made 
Defensive Coordinator: John Chavis | his only start at A&M in last year’s Music City Bowl loss to Louisville. 
College Station, TX. Kyle Field (102,733) | Running back Keith Ford, also a transfer from Oklahoma, is being 
_ counted on to provide a big-play element that the position has lacked. 
2016 SCHEDULE ‘There is an array of big-play threats at receiver, where all four starting 
| receivers return. Christian Kirk caught 80 passes for 1,009 yards and 


oy aa View seven touchdowns as a true freshman. He figures to be even better as a 
Sept. 17 at Auburn | sophomore. Senior Josh Reynolds, an All-SEC selection two years ago, 
Sept. 24 vs. Arkansas # | has averaged 17 yards per catch and has 18 touchdown grabs in his 
Oct. 1 at South Carolina | career at A&M. Ricky Seals-Jones looks to build on a solid sophomore 
Oct. 8 Tennessee | year in which he had 45 catches for 560 yards. 

Oct. 22 at Alabama | ‘The offensive line also needs to be more consistent. New 

rs q ee — | line coach Jim Turner, who is back in College Station after 

ae 0 “h sia ay | a stint with the NFL's Miami Dolphins, faces a task of re- 

Nov. 19. UTSA | building an underachieving unit that was up-and-down in 

Nov. 24 LSU run blocking and disappointing in pass protection. 


DEFENSE All-America junior Myles Garrett and senior 
Daeshon Hall have proven to be among the most productive 
sets of defensive ends in the country. They combined for 19.5 
sacks in 2015 and will look to increase that total this year. 


#Arlington, TX j 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 8-5, 4-4 WR 2 


Sept. § vs.ArizonaState% W 3817 | The Aggies need to improve at defensive tackle where Day- | WR 9 Ricky Seals-Jones (Jr.) 15. Frank Iheanacho (So. 
Sept. 12 Ball State W 56-23 | ton Mack and Kingsley Keke step into starting roles. Mack WR 3 Christian Kirk (So.)_ 82 Boone Niederhofer (Sr. 
Sept, 19° Nevada W 4-27 | demonstrated the ability to make spectacular tackles in the WU TI Sash Rayon ) AE: aes pete 
Sept. 26 vs. Arkansas & (ot) W 28-21 backfield, but h 4 y ke th pect 1 LT 65 AveryGennesy(Sr.) 50 Tank Davis (So.] 
(ict; Ji Micsissippl States) MAIN reco ee DEP LP IRA SE THE LOULINE PLAYS, FOO. LG 78 Keaton Sutherland (So.) 70 Connor Lanfear (So.) 
Oct. 17 Alabama L241 | ‘There is cautious optimism the linebackers will make dras- C 64 Erik McCoy (Fr) 78 Keaton Sutherland (So.) 
Oct. 24 at Ole Miss L 3.93 | tic improvements. Otaro Alaka, a starter as a true freshman | RG 72 Jermaine Eluemunor(Sr.) 71. Trevor Elbert (Fr) 
Oct. 31 South Carolina W 35-28 and Defensive MVP of the 2014 Liberty Bowl, is back | RT 75 Koda Martin (So.) 78 Keaton Sutherland (So.) 
Nov. 7 Auburn L 10-26 | after missing almost all of the 2015 season with shoulder | QB 8 Trevor Knight (Sr) 10 Jake Hubenak (Jr.) 
Nov. 14 Western Carolina © W 41-17 | and elbow injuries. The development of sophomore Richard | RB 21 keith Ford [Jr] 20 James White (Jr.) 
Nov. 21 at Vanderbilt W  %-0 | Moore is another plus. He started the last third of the 2015 | DEFENSE (6) 
Nov. 28 at (su - L 7-19 | season and emerged as the Aggies’ best linebacker. DE 15 Myles Garrett (Jr.) 40 Jarrett Johnson (Jr) 
Dec. 30 vs. Louisville # L 2-2) | Safeties Armani Watts and Justin Evans are as good as | DT § Daylon Mack (So.) 98 Hardreck Walker (Sr.] 
‘Haste legen MuscCWVBoMl) AY tandem in the SEC. Also, Donovan Wilson, who led | DT 88 Kingsley Keke (So) 92. Zaycoven Henderson (Jr. 
the team with five interceptions, excels in his role at nickel. | DE 10 Daeshon Hall (Sr.) 9 Qualen Cunningham Ur.) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS | Former four-star recruit Priest Willis, who sat out last sea~ | OLB 42 Otaro Alaka (So 33. Shaan Washington (Sr.) 
1. Justin Madubuike, DE, McKinney, TX son after transferring from UCLA, will take one cornerback MLB 11 Josh Walker Ur) 31 Claude George (Sr. 
2. Kellen Diesch, 7, Trophy Club, TX l Werstsestaicle Elarvey- Howie to west on the othen side OLB 7 Richard Moore (So) 31 Claude George (Sr.] 
4. Ouartoey Deis, WR, Houstin, TM: =| ee fia i - CB 24 Priest Willis Uc} 17 Alex Sezer (Sr. 
4. Aaron Hansford, LB, Washington, DC | SPECIALISTS ‘The Aggies are breaking a new kicker and CB 8 Nick Harvey Ur) 6 Donovan Wilson (Jr.) 
: ebb a ey nine A | punter to replace All-SEC selections Taylor Bertolet and SS 14 Justin Evans Sr.) 30 Justin Dunning (So.) 
‘. to Fuller cB. Athens, TX : | Drew Kaser. Kicker Daniel LaCamera has yet to attempt a FS 23 Armani Watts (Jr.) 18 Larry Pryor (Fr.) 
1. Charles Oliver, CB. Fai fel 1K | collegiate field goal. Shane Tripuka punted twice last year, and SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Trayveon Williams, RB, Houston, TX | Braden Mann is a true freshman. There are no such concerns K 3 Daniel LaCamera [So.) KR 2 Speedy Noil Ur) 
; Ek , | on returns. Kirk and Speedy Noil have All-SEC credentials. P 34 Braden Mann (Fr) PR 3. Cheistian Kirk (So) 


9. Tyrel Dodson, LB, Franklin, TN 
10. Austin Anderson, T, Mineola, TX 


2015 RANKINGS 


NATIONAL | 


| FINAL ANALYSIS Coach Kevin Sumlin’s reputation as an 
| offensive mastermind took a big hit last season. Had the Ag- 
gies scored 30 points in every game, they would have finished 12-1. In- 
stead, the sluggish offense caused another late-season fade and resulted 


pitas Saas 7p 71 in A&M's finishing fourth or worse in the SEC West for the third 
Reshing 1 181 yon A ‘| straight year. Sumlin responded by hiring Turner and accomplished 
Passing 255 yoy 39 | offensive coordinator Noel Mazzone. Either Knight or Hubenak must 
Total (16.7 ypg 59 | emerge as an effective quarterback who can adequately distribute the 
ie GRIT SE ML | football to an array of playmakers. However, neither has to 
Scoring -22.0ppg «7 8B be a star, because the defense, which made remarkable im- 
Rushing 2137 ypg 13 ~«=«(108.«|“: Provement in the first year under John Chavis, projects to be 
Passing 166.3ypg 2 4 | even better in his second season. 
Total 380.0 ypg 8 1 The Aggies typically get off to a fast start. They definitely 
= MARIA PEROAMES > GEE AOUALT need to duplicate that feat with UCLA, Auburn, Arkansas 

4 O46 13 192. | and Tennessee looming in the first half of the schedule. 


MYLES GARRETT 


“Offensive line-wise, we thought they were 
weak, but in that offense they don’t do a whole 
lot of complicated blocking schemes.” 


— An opposing SEC assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (6) 


Speedy Noil (Jr.) 4 Damion Ratley (Jr.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Jake Hubanek, 75-40-399-1, 3 TDs 
Rushing: James White, 56 att., 196 yds., 1 TD 
Receiving: Christian Kirk, 80 rec., 1,009 yds., 7 TDs 
Tackles: Armani Watts, 126 

Sacks: Myles Garrett, 12.5 

Interceptions: Donovan Wilson, 5 


Texas A&M's points per trip 
inside the 40 fell dramatically, 
from 5.20 to 4.05, 100th in FBS. 
Only two teams fell by more. 
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fe Cody BROWN 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


APPALACHIAN STATE SOUTH ALABAMA 
MOUNTAINEERS AGUARS 
9-3, 7-1 SUN BELT 5-7, 4-4 SUN BELT 
ARKANSAS STATE IDAHO 

RED WOLVES VANDALS 
B-4, 6-2 SUN BELT 4-6, 3-5 SUN BELT 


NEW MEXICO STATE 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
AGGIE 
3-9, 3-6 SUN BELT 


7-5, 6-2 SUN BELT 


TROY TEXAS STATE 
TROJANS BOBCATS 
6-6, 4-4 SUN BELT 3-9, 2-6 SUN BELT 


ULM 
WARHAWKS 


2-10, 1-7 SUN BELT 


UL LAFAYETTE 
RAGIN’ CAJUNS 
6-6, 4-4 SUN BELT 


GEORGIA STATE 
PANTHERS 


6-6, 4-4 SUN BELT 


1 
2 
Bs 
4 
5 
6 


180 ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2016 


‘a \ 
~~ 


SS eae eee 


2015 BOWL RESULTS 


New Orleans Bowl: Louisiana Tech 47, Arkansas State 28 
GoDaddy Bowl: Georgia Southern 58, Bowling Green 27 
Cure Bowl: San Jose State 27, Georgia State 16 
Camellia Bowl: Appalachian State 31, Ohio 29 


2016 BOWL PROJECTIONS 


New Orleans Bowl: Appalachian State vs. Southern Miss 
GoDaddy Bowl: Arkansas State vs. Northern Illinois 
Cure Bowl: Georgia Southern vs. Tulsa 
Camellia Bowl: Troy vs. Central Michigan 


2015 SUN BELT STANDING — 


SUN BELT OVERALL 


—> od 


SUN BELT OVERALL 


8-0 
7-1 
6-2 
5-3 
3-5 
3-6 


Arkansas State 
Appalachian State 
Georgia Southern 
Georgia State 
South Alabama 
Idaho 


RECRUITING 
BY SCHOOL 


. Georgia Southern 
Troy 

. Arkansas 

. South Alabama 

. Louisiana-Lafayette 
. Texas State 

. Louisiana-Monroe 
. Appalachian State 
. Georgia State 

. Idaho 

. New Mexico State 


ee 


9-4 Troy 

11-2 | UL Lafayette 

9-4 New Mexico State 
6-7 Texas State 

5-7 ULM 

4-§ 


| 2016 UNIT RANKINGS 


APPALACHIAN STATE 
ARKANSAS STATE 
GEORGIA STATE 
GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
IDAHO 

UL LAFAYETTE 

ULM 

NEW MEXICO STATE 
SOUTH ALABAMA 
TEXAS STATE 

TROY 


1 
7 
11 


2 
6 
9 
4 
8 


ow 


~ =] 


7 


— 
woomwonroe-nt 


i= 


3-5 
3-5 
3-5 
2-6 
By 


—_ anil 
mMRaow sen 


too; 


=. — 
mMoogowewrenr 


ao ™ oc 


4-8 
4-8 
3-9 
3-9 


2-11 


oconmwown— 


= — 
ns: i= 


FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 


QB Taylor Lamb 
RB Matt Breida 
RB Larry Rose 
WR Robert Davis 
WR Penny Hart 

TE Gerald Everett 

C Andy Kwon 

OL  Jemar Clark 
OL Parker Collins 
OL Antonio Garcia 
OL Colton Jackson 
AP Marcus Cox 


5-10 200 Sr. 


FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 


DL Rashad Dillard 
DL Jay Ellison 
DL Dee Liner 


6-1 261 Sr. 
6-1 310 Sr. 
6-3 


DL Ja’Von Rolland-Jones 6-2 231 Sr. 


LB Eric Boggs 
LB John Law 


LB Xavier Woodson-Luster 6-1 


CB Latrell Gibbs 
CB Jeremy Reaves 
S Cody Brown 
S Kalen Jackson 


6-3 
6-0 


5-10 
§-11 
6-2 
6-1 200 Jr. 


FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 


K Austin Rehkow 

P Austin Rehkow 
KR Blaise Taylor 
PR Blaise Taylor 


6-3 
6-3 
5-9 
5-9 


208 Sr. 
208 Sr. 
163 Jr. 
163 Jr. 


SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 


QB Kevin Ellison 
RB Xavier Johnson 
RB Elijah McGuire 
Ajalen Holley 
Dijon Paschal 
TE Buck Cowan 

C Devin Mondie 
OL Colby Gossett 
QL Ryan Melton 
OL Beau Nunn 
OL Jordan Rose 
AP Callen Hightower 


195: 2Sr. 


6-10 177) Sr. 


SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 


DL Tre Alford 
DL Bernard Dawson 
DL Shawanye Lawrence 
DL Nate Norwood 
LB Ironhead Gallon 
LB Alonzo McGee 
LB Otha Peters 
CB Chandon Sullivan 
CB Blaise Taylor 

S Bobby Baker 

S Savion Brown 


5-10 
6-2 
6-4 
6-2 
5-10 


248 Sr. 


218 Sr. 


280 So. 


. Appalachian State 
. Georgia Southern 
. New Mexico State 
. Georgia State 

. Georgia State 

. South Alabama 
. Georgia Southern 
. Arkansas State 
. Appalachian State 
. Troy 

. Arkansas State 


Appalachian State 


Troy 
Georgia Southern 


. Arkansas State 


Arkansas State 


. Appalachian State 
. Appalachian State 
. Arkansas State 
. Appalachian State 
. South Alabama 
. Arkansas State 


South Alabama 


Idaho 
Idaho 
Arkansas State 
Arkansas State 


Georgia Southern 


. South Alabama 

. UL Lafayette 

. ULM 

. Arkansas State 

. Idaho 

. Arkansas State 

. Appalachian State 
. Texas State 

. Appalachian State 
. Idaho 


Idaho 


South Alabama 
Georgia Southern 


. Georgia State 

. Appalachian State 
. Georgia Southern 
. Georgia State 

. UL Lafayette 

. Georgia State 

. Arkansas State 
. Georgia State 


UL Lafayette 


SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 


K Aleem Sunanon 

P  Bentlee Critcher 
KR Marquan Greene 
PR Brandon McDowell 
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5-7 170 Sr. 
6-1 190 


South Alabama 


5-10 180 
5-10 183 


Sr. Appalachian State 
So. Georgia State 
Jr. Texas State 
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AN APPALACHIAN STATE MOUNTAINEERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 58 * SUN BELT PREDICTION: 1 ¢ PROJECTED RECORD: 9-3, 7-1 Sun Belt 


Head Coach: Scott Satterfield 
Record at School: 22-15 (3 years) 
Career Record: 22-15 (3 years) 
Offensive Coordinators: Shawn Clark, 
Frank Ponce 
Defensive Coordinator: Nate Woody 

Boone, NC © Kidd Brewer Stadium (24,050) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 27 
Nov, § 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 


at Tennessee 

Old Dominion 
Miami [Fla.) 

at Akron 

Georgia State 

at UL Lafayette 
Idaho 

at Georgia Southern 
Texas State 

at Troy 

UL Monroe 

at New Mexico State 


TEAM INFORMATION 


2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: 11-2, 7-1 


Sept. § 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 3 
Oct, 10 
Oct. 17 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 31 
Nov. § 
Nov. 14 
Nov. 28 
Dec. 5 
Dec. 19 


Howard 

at Clemson 

at Old Dominion 
Wyoming 

at Georgia State 
at UL Monroe 
Georgia Southern 
Troy 

Arkansas State 
at Idaho 

UL Lafayette 

at South Alabama 
vs. Ohio # 


(ot) 


49-0 
10-41 
49-0 


37-3 
59-14 
31-13 
44-4) 
27-40 
47-20 

28-7 
34-27 
31-29 
Camellia Bowt 


Sezezezr-2z=2=2= 222-2 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Marcus Williams, RB, Pinetops, NC 
2. Matthew McClurg, DL, Alcoa, TN 
3. KJ. Chamberlain, OB, Greenwood, SC 
4. Aris Duffey, DB, St. Augustine, FL 
§. Shemar Jean-Charles, DB, Hollywood, FL 
6, Jeremy Level, DB, Greensboro, NC 
7. Crisjahn Roscoe, WR, Neptune Beach, FL 
8. Mitchell McClurg, TE, Alcoa, TN 
9, Jalen Virgil, WR, Lawrenceville, GA 
10. Zac Thomas, OB, Trussville, AL 


2015 RANKINGS 


PERGAME SUNBELT NATIONAL 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 

DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


36.7 ppg 2 23 
271.5ypg 2 6 
195.8 ypg 10 93 
467.3 ypg 1 26 

PERGAME SUNBEIT NATIONAL 

19.1 ppg 1 14 
131.5 ypg = 2 27 
182.9 ypg 1 14 
314.5ypg 1 iH 


program's record books. The junior set a school record for 


31-13 | 


TO MARGIN 
+2 


PERGAME SUN BELT NATIONAL 


+015 3 


51 


4 


ima 


OFFENSE Appalachian State led the Sun Belt in total offense last 
season and should again possess the league’s most potent attack. 

Using his mix of durability and speed to rush for 4,088 yards and 43 
touchdowns in his first three seasons in Boone, senior running back 
Marcus Cox should continue to be one of the most productive runners 
in the league and beyond. He won't have to carry the load alone as fel- 
low backs Jalin Moore and Terrence Upshaw combined for more than 
1,100 yards on the ground last season. 

“They're hard to tackle,” Appalachian State coach Scott Satterfield 
says. “To me, any one of them can play if we need them.” 

The backs should have a solid line in front of them. Satterfield says 
he’s long believed the best way to build offensive line depth is to avoid 
tying players to single positions. The result is that Appalachian State 
possesses a group of versatile blockers who should allow it to handle 
the loss of two starters from last season. 


Like Cox, quarterback Taylor Lamb is creeping up in the . , 
- 4 y Ping UP “Scott [Satterfield] is top notch as a play-caller. 


He’s exceptional at knowing how to attack your 


touchdown passes last season with 31 and ranked 10th in the JaARrRRRET ES just really good.” 


nation in passing efficiency. 

Who exactly Lamb's targets will be remains a question. 
Three of last season’s top four receivers are gone. Only big- 
play threat Shaedon Meadors, who caught 21 passes and 


— An opposing Sun Belt assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


three touchdowns, returns. Senior Jaquil Capel and soph- OFFENSE (7) 

omore Jaylan Barbour are among the candidates to play in- | wR 6 ShaedonMeadors (Jr) 82 Zy Letman Ur) 

creased roles in the passing game. WR 16 Jaquil Capel (Sr. 13 Dante Jones Ur. 

DEFENSE While the Mountaineers’ offense will be stout, | WR 4 Jaylan Barbour {So.) 3 Deltron Hopkins (So.] 

the defense is what should put them in the mix for a league | 'T 50 Beau Nunn (Jr.) 74 Victor Johnson (So. 
LG 75 ParkerCollins(Sr.) 78 Chandler Greer (So.) 


title. Nine starters return from what was the Sun Belt’s stin- 
giest unit, All-conference linebacker John Law and last sea- 
son’s leading tackler, Eric Boggs, return at inside linebacker, 
giving the unit a rock-solid center. 

The Mountaineers’ most important loss on this side of the 
ball was defensive end Ronald Blair, the team’s leader in 
sacks in each of the past two seasons. Don't expect any one 
player to fill Blair's role; Satterfield says he plans on having 
several pass rushers rotate through the spot. Look for Nate 


C £2 
RG 66 
RT 70 
TE 85 


Parker Collins (Sr) 
Madison Malone So.) 
Alex Taylor (Fr.) 

Levi Duffield (Jr.) 

J.P. Caruso (So.} 
Terrence Upshaw (Jr.) 


Tobias Edge-Campbell (So.) 75 
Jamie Collmar (Sr) 76 
Colby Gossett (Jr.) 17 
Barrett Burns (Sr.) 86 
QB 11 Taylor Lamb (Jr.) 10 
RB 14 Marcus Cox (Sr.) 20 


DEFENSE (9) 


DE 40 Nate Norwood (Sr.) rH] 
NT 72 Tyson Fernandez (Sr.) 92 


Okon Godwin (So.) 
Myquon Stout (So.} 


Norwood, Tyson Fernandez and Olawale Dada to see signif- DE 51 Caleb Fuller (Jr) 42 Antonious Sims (Sr.) 
icant time up front in the Mountaineers’ 3-4 set. OLB 6 KennanGilchrist(Sr.) 31 Rashaad Townes (Jr.] 
After picking off seven passes and returning two for touch- | ILB 88 John Law ({Sr.) 31. Rashad Townes (Jr) 
downs last season, junior cornerback Latrell Gibbs will head | ILB 45 Eric Boggs (Jr.) 58 Anthony Flory {So 
a veteran secondary that returns all but one starter and has id : CANOE | nom see Ui) 
: atrell Gibbs (Jr. randan f. 
ash enispieaainig am oun Coa ae CB 17 Tae Hayes (So.) & Mondo Wiliams (1) 
SPECIALISTS Kicker Zach Matics, whose 23-yard field | 5 19 AJ. Howard Ur] 26 Josh Thomas (So.) 
goal on the final play delivered the Mountaineers a victory FS 3 Alex Gray (Sr.) 9 Austin Exford (So) 
in the Camellia Bowl, is gone. Freshman Michael Rubino is | gpeciat TEAMS 


the likeliest candidate to fill that role. Senior punter Bentlee 
Critcher has a firm grip on his gig after putting 13 of his 51 
kicks inside the 20. Gibbs and Capel should get opportuni- 


K 41 Michael Rubino (Fr) 
P 91 Bentlee Critcher (Sr.] 


KR _ 16 Jaquil Capel (Sr,) 
PR 5 Latrell Gibbs (Jr) 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


ties to field kicks as last season's main return men graduated. 


FINAL ANALYSIS After Appalachian State fell a game short of its 
first Sun Belt title and won its first FBS bowl game in dramatic fash- 
ion, the Mountaineers erased any potential doubt about their ability to 
thrive on the FBS level. 

A veteran defense and an offense that returns its nucleus should put 
Appalachian State among the favorites in the league. Throw in a sea- 
son-opening trip to Tennessee and a Sept. 17 home date 
with Miami — the first major conference school to play at 
Kidd Brewer Stadium — and the 2016 season can't get here 
soon enough for the Mountaineer faithful. 

“That’s the way we want it,” Satterfield says. “We do have 
high expectations. We expect to compete for a championship 
in the Sun Belt, and anything less will be a disappointment.” 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Taylor Lamb, 283-170-2,387-9, 31 TDs 
Rushing: Marcus Cox, 243 att., 1,423 yds., 9 TDs 
Receiving: Shaedon Meadors, 21 rec., 439 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Eric Boggs, 104 

Sacks: Eric Boggs, 4.0; John Law, 4.0 
Interceptions: Latrell Gibbs, 7 


STA RNER 


ASU averaged 5.21 points per trip 
inside the 40 [eighth in FBS) and 
allowed 3.55 [12th], an advantage 
of 1.66 points per trip (first). 
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Arkansa 


ARKANSAS STATE RED WOLVES 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 78 * SUN BELT PREDICTION: 2 * PROJECTED RECORD: 8-4, 6-2 Sun Belt 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE ‘The Red Wolves have plenty to sort out after losing their 


| offensive coordinator and key skill players from a unit that led the Sun 
erste rpc y ina = | Belt in scoring. Their spread attack will undergo only subtle changes, 
Career Record: 16-10 (2 years) coach Blake Anderson says, and they may play at an even faster pace 
Offensive Coordinator: Buster Faulkner under new coordinator Buster Faulkner, Middle Tennessee's play-call- 


Defensive Coordinator: Joe Cauthen er the last four-plus seasons. 
Jonesboro, AR ® Centennial Bank Stadium (30,382), | Sophomore transfer Justice Hansen, a former Oklahoma recruit, is the 


leading candidate to replace Fredi Knighten at quarterback. Hansen is 
2016 SCHEDULE 


an accurate passer who completed more than 77 percent of his attempts 


Sept. 3 Toledo | in junior college and is mobile enough to make plays on the run. Junior 
Sept. 10 at Auburn | Cameron Birse, the No. 3 QB last season, is also in the picture. 
Sept. 17 at Utah State | Whoever takes snaps will operate behind an experienced line that 
Sept. 24 Central Arkansas features All-Sun Belt selections Colton Jackson and Jemar Clark. 
Oct. 5 Georgia Southern | ASU rotates running backs frequently. Johnston White and Warren 
Oct, 15. South Alabama | Wand, last year’s backups, played enough to combine for 1,323 yards 
Oct. 29 UL Monroe pt, oe ‘ 

~ and 19 touchdowns. White is an effective if undersized 
Nov. 3 at Georgia State 
Nov. 12 New Mexico State | short-yardage back who scored 14 touchdowns last year, 
Nov, 17. at Troy _ while the 5'5" Wand offers an elusive change of pace. Junior 
Nov, 26 atUL Lafayette _ college transfer Armond Weh-Weh, who began his career at 
Dec. 3 at Texas State Texas Tech, also figures to have a role. 


Texas transfer Kendall Sanders and TCU transfer Camer- 
on Echols-Luper join key returnees Chris Murray and Di- 
; jon Paschal in a swift, if mostly unproven, receiving corps. 


FINE RECURO; 4, 8 | ASU will try to utilize Echols-Luper’s speed. 


sygy cet | mm | DEFENSE ASU ted the FBS with eight defensive TDs WR Natl Send 
Sept. 19 Missouri State W 7-7 | and tied for second in the country with 34 turnovers gained, LT 79. Jemar Clark (Sr) 
Sept. 26 at Toledo L 7-37 | including a national-best 26 interceptions. While duplicat- LG 76 Austin Moreton (sr) 
Oct. 3 Idaho W 49-35 | ing those numbers will be difficult, ASU returns key players C74 Devin Mondie (Sr.) 
Oct, 13 atSouth Alabama = W 49-31 | from a unit that made dramatic improvement in stopping |G 41 Colton Jackson (Sr.) 
Oct, 20 UL Lafayette W 37-27 | the run. The Red Wolves made big plays on the back end but | RT 72 Joseph Bacchus (Sr. 
Oct. 31 Georgia State W 48-34 "gave up a bunch, too, yielding 267.8 passing yards per game. | TE 82 Warsen Leaphart (Sr) 
34 " : ane. State * ok Sun Belt sacks leader Ja’Von Rolland-Jones returns at end, | QB 15 Justice Hansen (So.] 
Nov. 28 at New Mexico State W 52.29 | 29d nose tackle Waylon Roberson, an effective run-stopper, | RB 30 Johnston White Ur) 
ec. 5 Texas State W 55-17 | Plugs the middle. The Red Wolves, who add Alabama trans- | DEFENSE (7) 
Dec, 19 vs. Louisiana Tech # | 28-47 | fer Dee Liner to the mix, have enough line depth to rotate | pe 11 

sew deans Bow fFequently. DT 25 Dee Liner (Jr) 

Linebackers Khari Lain and Xavier Woodson-Luster, who | NG 94 Waylon Roberson(Sr.) 91 

TOP 10 RECRUITS combined for 149 tackles last season, make up for being un- Fc . Griffin Riggs (So.) 


dersized with athletic ability and a knack for being around the 


1 ean EA I TOE | ball. ASU welcomes back redshirt freshman Tajhea Cham- 


LB 52 


; Raita op | bers, who started the first two games at linebacker — and had bes ' 
4.B.J. Edmonds, $, Mobile, AL | 2.5 sacks against USC — before suffering a knee injury. cB 2 
5, Armond Weh-Weh, RB, Houston, TX* | Replacing top cornerback Rocky Hayes is a key in the sec- 521 
6. Ben Sukut, $, San Juan Capistrano, CA | ondary, where Cody Brown leads an experienced group of Ss 20 


7. Dajon Emory, DE, Bridgeville, DE* | safeties. Brown was integral to ASU's improvement against 

8, Logan Bonner, OB, Rowlett, AR _ the run, making 65 tackles, and was active on the back end 

9. Vada King, LB, Smiths Station, AL |: With three interceptions. 

10, Landon James-Wilson, CB, Raytown, MO*| SPECIALISTS Explosive return specialist J.D. McKissic is 
“\unior college transfer gone, but the Red Wolves still have big-play potential. Blaise 


Taylor, who returned a punt and a kickoff for touchdowns 
2015 RANKINGS ih : . 


last season, is one of the best in the Sun Belt. Echols-Luper was among 


K 4] 
P 4) 


OFFENSE —-PERGAME SUNBELT NATIONAL the Big 12 punt return leaders in two seasons at TCU. J.D. Houston, 
Scoring §— 40.0 ppg 12 | who made 12-of-14 field goals last season, is reliable up to 40 yards, 
Rushing 231.3ypg 3 '5 ASU's biggest concern is replacing punter/kickoff man Luke Ferguson. 
ies af pe ‘ : : | FINAL ANALYSIS Anderson led a team recruited primarily by four 
taka | 7 GGhaP Wie athe | other coaches to 16 victories and two bowls in his first two 
Scoring 30.2 ppg. gs seasons. He patched holes on defense with transfers last sea- 
Rushing 151.8ypg 3 mM son as ASU won its fourth Sun Belt championship in five 
Passing 267.8ypg-«10.«S«1N4@—=i«:=« SASS. ‘This year’s unknowns are on the other side of the 
Total 419.2ypq a9 ball. The Red Wolves have enough talent to contend in the 
JOMAROIN” PERGAME SUNaET Natoma, SUD Belt, but they also have questions to answer on offense 
+8 +0621 93 | before making plans for a sixth straight bowl game. 


7 


JAVON ROLLAND-JONES 


“They do a really nice job defensively, and offen- 
sively they're very explosive. It's just a very solid 
team and program.” 


— An opposing Sun Belt assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (6) 


Dijon Paschal (Jr.) 


Cameron Echols-Luper (Jr.) 14 Chris Murray Jr.) 


Ja’Von Rolland-Jones (Jr.) 54 Caleb Caston (Jr.) 


Xavier Woodson-Luster (Sr.) 15 Kyle Wilson Jr.) 


Quanterio Heath (Sr.) 
Khari Lain (Jr.) 
Blaise Taylor (Jr.) 
Jamaris Hart (Jr) 
Cody Brown (Sr.) 
Bo Sentimore (Sr. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


J.D. Houston (Sr.] 
J.D. Houston (Sr.] 


STAT CORNER 


Arkansas State's field position 
margin was plus-8.4 yards per 
drive. Only Ohio State’s margin 
was better. 
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RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Cameron Birse, 4-4-37-0, 0 TDs 
Rushing: Warren Wand, 118 att., 709 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Dijon Paschal, 28 rec., 541 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Khari Lain, 81 

Sacks: Ja'Von Rolland-Jones, 9.0 
Interceptions: Money Hunter, 3; Cody Brown, 3 


24 Blake Mack (Jr.) 
18 Justin McInnis (Jr.) 


Matt Guevremont (So.) 
75 Dalton Ford (Fr.) 
58 Brandon Berg (Sr.) 
73 Cameron Davis (Fr) 
78 Jamal Fontenot (So.) 
88 Jonah Hill Ur.) 


10 Cameron Brise (Jr.) 
6 Warren Wand (So.) 


57 Jake Swalley (Sr.) 
Donovan Ransom (So.) 
92 Darrius Rosser (Sr.) 


32 Tajhea Chambers (Fr.) 

10 Justin Clifton {So.] 

28 Brandon Byner (Jr.) 

2 Nehemiah Wagner (Jr.) 
B.J. Edmonds (Fr.) 

29 Chris Humes (Sr.) 


KR 1. Blaise Taylor (Jr.) 
PR 1 Blaise Taylor (Jr.) 
BOLD indicates returning starter 
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u#2) GEORGIA SOUTHERN EAGLES 


NATIONAL FORECAST; 81 * SUN BELT PREDICTION: 3 ¢ PROJECTED RECORD: 7-5, 6-2 Sun Belt 


OFFENSE First-year coach Tyson Summers inherits a program with 
two experienced quarterbacks, arguably the best running back in the 
league and an identity tied to its success utilizing the option. But Sum- 
mers, the former defensive coordinator at Colorado State and UCF, 
makes no bones about wanting the Eagles to throw the ball better. 

“T think it will still be what we call the spread-option offense and 
Defensive Coordinator: Lorenzo Costantini | will look similar to what it’s looked like in the past, but we'll try to do 
Statesboro, GA © Paulson Stadium (25,000) a better job of developing our players in the passing game,” Summers 

says. “I think we have two quarterbacks capable of that.” 

e016 SCHEDULE Seniors Kevin Ellison and Favian Upshaw have grown accustomed 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Tyson Summers 
Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: First Season | 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: David Dean, | 
Rance Gillespie 


person. They can really run from top to bottom.” 


— An opposing Sun Belt assistant coach 


Sept. 3 Savannah State | to splitting time, and Summers doesn't see that changing. Given the 
vi " ise Nahema | injury risk with quarterbacks who ran the ball a combined 194 times, 
sd shane | it’s a necessity. But the Eagles attempted just 137 passes last season, 
Sept. 24 at Western Michigan j % ; ‘ 5 
Oct. 5 at Arkansas State | completing 43 percent with 10 interceptions. It’s unclear how much 
Oct. 15 at Georgia Tech more Summers wants to throw the ball, but it’s a fine line between | MATT BREIDA 
i trying to expand the offense and getting away from what 
Oct. 22 at New Mexico State ying P 8 8 y “Personnel-wise, they're very athletic. | didn’t 
Oct. 27 Appalachian State | works best. live how tage then whee Until ealetheriin 
Nov, 5 at Ole Miss | Georgia Southern will still need production from its deep Fe aL2S NONI AI aveacae pelt 
Nov. 12 UL Lafayette | stable of running backs. Senior Matt Breida returns as one 
a ; Georgia State | of the Sun Belt’s most explosive players after averaging a 
ec. roy | 


staggering 7.9 yards per carry, and the next wave of options 
includes L.A. Ramsby and Wesley Fields, who combined for 


DEPTH CHART 


8. Martial Washington, S, Hinesville, GA 
9. Rakeem Hightower, 5, Moultrie, GA | 
10. Traver Vliem, DE, Midland, TX 


2015 RESULTS 1,498 rushing yards and 20 touchdowns. OFFENSE (6) 
FINAL RECORD: 9-4, 6-2 DEFENSE Summers has predominantly utilized a 4-3 | WR 12 
Sept. 5 atWestVirginia | 0-44 | alignment in his previous stops, and he’s got a wealth of | WR 81 Myles Campbell Ur.) a 
Western Michigan W 43-17 talent returning in the front seven to help him get offtoa | 58 Jeremiah Culbreth (So.) 7) Max Magatia (Ss. 
The Citadel W 48-13 | good start in Statesboro. Georgia Southern ranked second in LG 70. Jeremiah Theus (Ft) Drew Te IF} 
at Idaho W 44-20 | the league in total defense last season and allowed only 23.5 C 60. Andy Kwon (St) 7: Curtis Relany (So. 
at UL Monroe W 61-31} ; ; RG 62 Ryan Northrup (So.) 57 Parker Williams (Fr.) 
New Mexico State W S6-26 | Points per game, and the pete plenty of pieces in place to | gr 77 Tommy Boynton (Jr.) 79 Heath Warren Lit] 
at Appalachian State L 13-31 | help match that production this season. : TE 44 Isaiah Seise (So.) 80. Kevin Ackerman (Fr.) 
Texas State Wo WI The Eagles return all six players who were in the regular | QB 4 Kevin Ellison (Sr.) 13. Favian Upshaw (Sr.) 
at Troy W. 45-19 | defensive line rotation and four experienced linebackers, in- | RB 36 Matt Breida (Sr.) 21 Wesley Fields (So. 
at Georgia (ot) L_ 17-23 | cluding 5'10" senior Ironhead Gallon, whom Summers has | RB 1 LA. Ramsby Ur) 43 Chaz Thornton (Jr.] 
South Alabama © W 66-17 | identified as the leader of the defense. Florida State transfer | DEFENSE (6) 
Georgia State Lt 7-34 Ukeme Eligwe also has a chance to make an instant impact | DE 91 Logan Hunt (So.) 40. Ryan George Ur.) 
vs. Bowling Green # W 68-27 | at linebacker. DT 90 Darrius Sapp (Jr.) 51 Jamal Johnson (Sr.) 
GoledyBe" | The biggest concern will be in the secondary, where the Ea- | NT 99 Jay Ellison (Sr.) 55. Darius Roper (Jr.) 
TOP 10 RECRUITS gles essentially have to replace everyone of consequence. To | DE 56 Bernard Dawson|(Sr.) 98 Tim Wilkerson (So. 
; : | help soften the blow, they moved former quarterback Vegas OLB _Deshon Cooper (Jr. 34 Chris DeLaRosa (Jr. 
1. Darion Anderson, WR, Warner Robins, GA | Harley to safety in the spring and will hope he has enough MLB 27 Ironhead Gallon (Sr) 18 Ken Butler (St) 
2. Michael Jackson, WR, Lake City, Flo | time to acclimate to the other side of the ball. OLB 60 Ukeme Eligwe Ur. 32 William Bussey [Sr 
3, Drew Wilson, 06, Bamberg, SC “He is one of our more talented players,” Summers says. CB 39 Rayquan Sam (Sr) 2 RJ. Murray (So) 
4. Monquavion Brinson, CB, Atlanta, GA | ae CB 5 Darius Jones Jr.(Sr.) 36 DeAndre Watkins (So.) 
5. Deshon Cooper, DE, Athens, GA* | SPECIALISTS ‘The Eagles used two placekickers last sea- S 10. Vegas Harley (Sr) 21 Jacob Schofill (So) 
6. Lawrence Edwards, OT, Port Orange, FL | son, but with Alex Hanks graduating the bulk of those duties S 25 Robert Brice Il (Jr.) 22 Joshua Moon (So.) 
7. Jermany Hawkins, RB, Sylvania, GA | will fall to senior Younghoe Koo, a former kickoff specialist SPECIAL TEAMS 


*junior college transfer | 


2015 RANKINGS 


PER GAME SUNBELT NATIONAL | 
36.5 ppg 3 rh) 
363.0 ypg = 1 ] 


A 1 
rasa He | offense, the experience at quarterback and the winning culture estab- 
42b4ypg «6 MSC i pr “ 
————_—___ lished by predecessor Willie Fritz, it’s hard to envision the 
PERGAME SUN BELT NATIONAL | ns 
259092 3 | Eagles slipping from the ranks of Sun Belt contenders any 


130.9 ypg 1 | 
207.2ypg 4 40 | 
338.1 ypg 2 a1 | 


PERGAME SUN BELT NATIONAL | 
Cr ae aie 


| who made 7-of-9 field goals in 2015, including a 48-yarder 


| door open to a philosophy shift away from the option, it will raise some 
| concerns with fans who remember the disastrous Brian VanGorder ex- 
| periment a decade ago. But given the amount of explosive talent on 


K 9 Younghoe Koo (Sr) 
P 55 Matt Flynn (Jr) 


KR 9 Montay Crockett (Sr.) 
PR 10 Vegas Harley (Sr.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Kevin Ellison, 89-40-597-5, 4 TDs 
Rushing: Matt Breida, 203 att., 1,608 yds., 17 TOs 
Receiving: B.J. Johnson, 15 rec., 249 yds., 0 TDs 
Tackles: lronhead Gallon, 81 

Sacks: Bernard Dawson, 4.0 

Interceptions: Darius Jones, 2 


at Georgia. Matt Flynn has been the backup punter the last 
two seasons but showed some promise in limited appearanc- 
es. Kick return duties are wide open following the gradua- 
tion of All-Sun Belt return specialist Derek Keaton. 


FINAL ANALYSIS As long as the 36-year-old Summers leaves the 


STAT CORNER 


The Eagles have won 18 games 

in their first two years as an FBS 
program. They won only 17 in their 
last two years at the FCS level. 


time soon. 

“You don't have a program like this with the sustained suc- 
cess it’s had without there being fantastic leadership,” says 
Summers, who grew up 150 miles away in Tifton, Ga. “I 
think that’s a big part of why it’s continued to be successful.” 
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Georgia Southern Athletics 


Photagraphy 


Jason Getz 


EAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Replacing a quarterback in Nick Arbuckle, who set a Sun 


GEORGIA STATE PANTHERS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 110 * SUN BELT PREDICTION: 6 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 4-4 Sun Belt 


Head Coach: Trent Miles 


Record at School: 7-30 (3 years) 
Career Record: 27-46 (8 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Luke Huard 
Defensive Coordinator: Jesse Minter 
Atlanta, GA © Georgia Dome (28,155) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


| transfer into a quarterback competition with last year’s backup Emiere 
| Scaife and redshirt freshman Aaron Winchester. Regardless of who 
| emerges, Georgia State boasts one of the best receiver duos in the 
_ league with senior Robert Davis (61 receptions, 980 yards) and soph- 
| omore Penny Hart, who led the league with 5.5 receptions and 84.5 
| yards receiving per game. 


Sept. 2 


Ball State 

at Air Force 

at Wisconsin 

at Appalachian State 
Texas State 

at Troy 
Tennessee-Martin 

at South Alabama 
Arkansas State 

UL Monroe | 
Georgia Southern 
at Idaho 


2015 RESULTS 


2015 RESULTS —_| 


FINAL RECORD: 6-7, 5-3 


Charlotte L 20-23 
at New Mexico State W 34-32 
at Oregon L 28-61 
Liberty L 33-41 
Appalachian State Ll 3-37 
at Ball State W 31-19 
at Arkansas State | 34-48 
UL Lafayette L 21-23 
at Texas State W 41-19 | 
South Alabama W 24-10 
Troy W 31-21 


at Georgia Southern W 34-7 | 
vs. San Jose State # L 16-27 
#Cure Bow | 


TOP 10 RECRUITS ) 


1. Kendrec Grady, S, Norcross, GA 
2. Kwon Williams, S, Oakwood, GA 
3. Darius Stubbs, RB, Locust Grove, GA 
4. Malik Besseck, OT, Minneapolis, MN 
§. Jawan Nobles, WR, Smyrna, GA 
6. Tra Barnett, RB, Elberton, GA 
7. Eric Elder, WR, Stone Mountain, GA 
8. Peyton Moore, OLB, Hoschton, GA 
9. Tavis Malakius, DT, Macon, GA 

10. Nick Meyer OT, Cincinnati, OH 


2015 RANKINGS | 


OFFENSE © PERGAME SUNBELT NATIONAL | 
Scoring 26.9 ppg 7 19 
Rushing 96.9 ypg 11 12 | 
Passing 335.9 ypg = we | 
Total 432.8ypg 4 43 
DEFENSE © PERGAME SUN BELT NATIONAL | 
Scoring  28.3ppg 4 19 
Rushing 181.lypg 4 76 
Passing 224.5ypg 7 66 
Total 405.6ypg 4 % 
TOMARGIN PERGAME SUNBELT NATIONAL | 


-] 


“0.08 6 % 


| in the league. 


| ball last year, ranking last in the league at 96.9 yards per 


"also a major difference in takeaways, as the Panthers forced 
| 14 more turnovers last season than the year before. Led by 
| 33-year old coordinator Jesse Minter — the son of former 
| Cincinnati head coach and current Georgia State defensive 
| line coach Rick Minter — GSU's defense should be even 
| better in 2016 with nine starters and all but one player in its 


| tial example of how Georgia State has built the program. 
| After starting as a 17-year old freshman, he’s developed into 
| a 6'4", 270-pound senior who keyed a 122-yards-per-game 


| “We've got a couple young guys at linebacker that have been 


in the system that need to step up and get going.” S 2 Bobby Baker (Sr) Kendrec Grady (Fr) 
| SPECIALISTS ‘The Panthers face a major challenge in S 20 Bryan Williams (Sr) Kwon Williams (Fr.) 
| replacing Wil Lutz, who handled their field-goal kicking, SPECIAL TEAMS 


| punting and kickoffs. Barring a late roster addition, redshirt 
| freshman Brandon Wright will begin as the favorite to as- 
| sume those duties, but he’s never appeared in a game. Soph- 
| omore receiver Marquan Greene did a solid job last year as 


| FINAL ANALYSIS Winning their final four Sun Belt games to reach 
' bowl eligibility for the first time was a major boost for a program that 
| had been 1-23 in Miles’ first two seasons. Now the coach believes the 
| Panthers are poised to take the next step and get in the conference title 


| that easily,” Miles says. “It takes a lot of work and building. 
| Part of the deal is finally believing you can do it, and once 
| our guys got the confidence factor they played good football. 


| compete every year.” 


Belt record with 4,368 passing yards last season, won't be easy. But the 
return of six starters including the majority of the other skill players 
should help the Panthers remain among the most productive offenses 


“We're going to try to get our system to fit around our talent,” coach 
Trent Miles says. “We're very talented at receiver, tight end and running 
back. Our quarterbacks are talented, they just haven't played for us.” 

Conner Manning, who barely played at Utah, enters as a graduate 


The Panthers didn’t put a huge emphasis on running the i 
way, but [Trent] Miles did a good job and got 


game. But they do bring back all eight players who had more them going in theriahtdirection.” 


than one carry and might focus more attention there as they 
break in a new quarterback. — An opposing Sun Belt assistant coach 


DEFENSE Much of Georgia State’s turnaround can be at- 
tributed to its defense, which improved from last in 2014 DEPTH CHART 
to fourth in the Sun Belt in total yards per game. There was OFFENSE (6) 
WR 19 Robert Davis (Sr.) 87 Octavious Andrews (Sr.] 
WR 15 Todd Boyd (Jr.] 43 Mattavius Scott (Jr.) 
WR 18 Penny Hart (So.) 80 Jonathan Ifedi (Fr.) 
LT 75 Michael Ivory (Sr.) 69 Lucas Johnson (So.) 
LG 77 Tyler Simonsen (Sr.} 64 Akil Hawkins (Sr.] 
C 72 Gabe Mobley (So.) 78 Madison Bell (Jr.) 
RG 56 Alex Stoehr (Jr.) 63 Davis Moore [Jr.) 
RT 74 Sebastian Willer (Jr) 78 Dom Roldan (Sr.] 
TE 45 Keith Rucker (Sr.) 88 Ari Werts (So.) 
QB 12 Emiere Scaife (So.) Conner Manning (Jr) 
RB 17 Glenn Smith (Jr) 25 Kyler Neal (Jr.} 
DEFENSE (9) 


DE 85 Shawanye Lawrence (Sr.) 52 Tevin Jones (Sr.] 
NG 97 JalenLawrence(Sr.) 62 Will Cunningham (Jr.] 
DE 5 Mackendy Cheridor (Jr.) 55 Carnell Hopson (Sr.) 
OLB 4 Alonzo McGee (Sr.) 34 Niemus Bryant (So.} 
ILB 11 Kaleb Ringer (Sr.) 47 Ed Curney (So.) 

ILB 42 Trey Payne (Jr.) 39 Chase Middleton (So.) 
OLB 44 Michael Shaw(So.) 33 James Traylor [Jr.) 
CB 10 Chandon Sullivan(Jr.) 29 B.J. Clay Ur) 

CB 16 Jerome Smith (So.) 21 Antreal Allen Ur.) 


front seven rotation returning. 
Senior defensive end Shawanye Lawrence is a quintessen- 


~ 


improvement against the run last year. 

The Panthers are solid at both cornerback positions with 
junior Chandon Sullivan, who started as a true freshman, 
and sophomore Jerome Smith, who led the team with 11 
pass breakups. Losing Tarris Batiste, who was a rock at safe- 
ty, leaves a hole at a key position. 

“T feel good about our secondary and our front,” Miles says. 


K 93. Brandon Wright (Fr.) KR _ 81 Marquan Greene [So.] 
P 93. Brandon Wright (Fr.) PR §1 Marquan Greene (So.] 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


kickoff return specialist, averaging 24.3 yards with a touch- 
down, and he’ll handle punts, too. 


Passing: Emiere Scaife, 8-0-0-0, 0 TDs 
Rushing: Glenn Smith, 89 att., 356 yds., 1 1D 
Receiving: Penny Hart, 71 rec., 1,099 yds., § TDs 
Tackles: Bobby Baker, 76 

Sacks: Mackendy Cheridor, 3.0 


mix as they build depth and develop talent. saree ey eae: Pealy Saket? 
“You don’t go from no football to a bowl game in six years [jp Nwaeltas 


GSU’s turnover margin improved 
by 21 in 2015, from minus-22 in 
2014 to minus-1. The extra mar- 


I don't feel we're very far away from being a program that can : { 
gin for error came in handy. 
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es (IDAHO VANDALS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 119 ¢ SUN BELT PREDICTION: 8 » PROJECTED RECORD: 4-8, 3-5 Sun Belt 


Head Coach: Paul Petrino 

Record at School: 6-29 (3 years} 
Career Record: 6-29 (3 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Kris Cinkovich 
Defensive Coordinator: Mike Breske 
Moscow, ID © Kibbie Dome (16,000) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Montana State 

at Washington 

at Washington State 
at UNLV 

Troy 

at UL Monroe 

New Mexico State 
at Appalachian State 
at UL Lafayette 

at Texas State 
South Alabama 
Georgia State 


2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: 4-8, 3-5 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Junior quarterback Matt Linehan made great strides 


| during his sophomore season, increasing his accuracy (63.1 percent) 
| and number of touchdowns (16) while reducing the number of inter- 
| ceptions (11) thrown. The son of Dallas Cowboys offensive coordinator 
, Scott Linehan will rely on a pair of senior tight ends in Buck Cowan 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Brantley and true freshman Dylan Thigpen — will vie to re- 
| place bruising 1,000-yard rusher Elijhaa Penny. If the Van- 
| dals can generate a consistent run game to complement their 


| should be bolstered by the return of Jayshawn Jordan from 


Sept. 3 Ohio L 28-45 
Sept. 12 at USC L 9-59 
Sept. 19 Wofford W 41-38 
Sept. 26 Georgia Southern Lb 20-46 
Oct. 3 atArkansas State | 95-49 
Oct. 17 at Troy W 19-16 
Oct. 24 UL Monroe W 27-13 
Oct. 31 atN.M.State (ot) L 48-55 
Nov. 7 atSouthAlabama | 45-62 | 
Nov. 14 Appalachian State | 20-47 | 
Nov. 21 at Auburn L 34-56 | 
Nov. 28 Texas State W 38-31 | 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1, Jassiem Wills, WR, Clovis, CA 


| man season, recording 83 tackles while starting all 12 games. 
| He's expected to be the focal point on defense, getting help 


| 


2. Dylan Thigpen, RB, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 


3. Wayne Eades, DE, Memphis, TN 

4, Charles Akanno, LB, Inglewood, CA 

5. Noah Johnson, OL, Fayetteville, AR 

6. Chris Hunter, WR, Lakewood, WA 

7, Lloyd Hightower, WR, Temecula, CA 
8. Ty Graham, S, Cheney, WA 

9. Vaughn Daggs, CB, Auburn, WA 

10. Alfonso Onunwor, WR, Cleveland, OH* 


| 
| 


| ing and punting, and he’s one of the best in the country. As a 


*junior college transfer | 


2015 RANKINGS 


| teams units all ranked in the bottom 10 nationally. 


| of injuries. That experience should make the defense better, 
| though forcing turnovers likely will be key for a team that 


and Deon Watson, who combined for 90 catches and 11 touchdowns 
last season. Watson also is expected to play some wide receiver, which 
should create mismatches in the secondary. 

Callen Hightower, who caught 57 passes a year ago, is the top re- 
turning wideout, though Jacob Sannon and David Ungerer are back 
from injuries and should be in the mix with Reuben Mwehla and Jante 
Boston on the outside. 

‘The strength of the offense lies in the offensive line, which returns four 
starters. Center Steven Matlock is the leader, while 6'6", 322-pound 
Jordan Rose is a force at tackle. Idaho reduced its sacks allowed in 2015 
by 12 from the previous season, and lowering that number 
again will only help Linehan and the passing game. 

The most interesting position will be running back, where 
four players — Aaron Duckworth, Isaiah Saunders, Denzal 


passing attack, this is an offense that can be very dangerous. 


DEFENSE ‘The good news is that Idaho returns 12 players 
who made at least one start. But the Vandals lost leading 
tackler Broc Westlake and dynamic playmaker Quinton 
Bradley. The unit ranked 123rd in scoring defense and 118th 
in total defense, so there is plenty of room to improve. Idaho 
needs to generate a pass rush to give its secondary a chance 
against the many pass-happy offenses it will face this season. 

Safety Russell Siavii is the only returning player who had 
more than one interception in 2015, though the secondary 


WR 6 
WR 26 
WR 2 
LT 63 
LG 74 
C 61 
RG 67 
RT 76 
TE 13 
QB 10 
RB 23 
an injury. 
Sophomore linebacker Kaden Elliss had a monster fresh- | pe 44 
NT 15 


from linebacking mates Tony Lashley and Ed Hall. 

Tueni Lupeamanu anchors a defensive line that had trou- 
ble stopping the run last year. 

Many players saw action on defense last season because 


recorded only 17 takeaways last season. 
SPECIALISTS Senior Austin Rehkow handles both kick- 


K § 


freshman in 2013, he led the nation in punting average and P 5 


was twice a finalist for the Ray Guy Award. He also made 
23-of-27 field goal attempts last season. Idaho's other special 


FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Vandals just missed a .500 season in 2015 — 


| they blew huge leads in losses at South Alabama and New Mexico 


| State that would have given them a 6-6 record — and a postseason 


appearance. “It’s a goal we should accomplish this year, no question,” 


| head coach Paul Petrino says. “I think it’s a year we can take a big step 


OFFENSE © PERGAME SUNBELT NATIONAL | 
Scoring 303 ppg 4 57 
Rushing 147.2ypg = 8 98 
Passing 281.3ypg = 2 27 
Total 428.4 ypg «8 44 
DEFENSE  PERGAME SUNBELT WATIONAL | 
Scoring 421 ppg 10 123 
Rushing 273.3 ypg = 126 
Passing 214.4ypg 5 §3 
Total 487.7 ypg = 9 118 
TOMARGIN. PERGAME SUNBELT NATIONAL | 
-6 0.50 8 104 


forward.” 


| The Vandals are looking for their first winning season since 
2009 and have a shot if Linehan’s efficiency trajectory keeps 


| climbing and he gets help from unproven but talented skill 
| players. Idaho's margin for error isn’t very large, so the Van- 


dals must stay healthy and catch a break or two to reach a 
owl game for just the third time in school history. 
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Vie es 


MATT LINEHAN 


“Froma distance, it seemed like kind of a mess 
last year. ... If things started going downhilLon 


them, they kind of felLapart.” 


— An opposing Sun Belt assistant coach 


OFFENSE (8) 


Callen Hightower (Sr.) 1 Alfonso Onunwor (Jr.] 
Reuben Mwehla (Jr.) 19 Jante Boston (Fr.) 
David Ungerer (So.] 8 Jacob Sannon (Jr.) 
Calvin White (Sr.) Tanner Mauseth (Fr. 
Noah Johnson [Fr.) Andrew Erbes Ur.) 
Steven Matlock (Sr.) Patrick Johnson (So.) 
Mason Woods (Sr.) Kato Fawkes (Sr.] 
Jordan Rose (Jr.) Darius Peterson (Sr.) 
Buck Cowan (Sr.) Deon Watson [Sr.] 
Matt Linehan (Jr.) Jake Luton (So.} 


Aaron Duckworth (Jr.) 21. ‘Isaiah Saunders (So.) 


DEFENSE (5) 
Tueni Lupeamanu(Sr.) 5 


Kevin White (Sr.) 
John Stuart (Sr.} 

Eric Hale (Fr.) 
Emmanuel Jones (Sr.) 
Mike Linehan (Fr.) 
Leonard Hazewood (Jr) 
Darius Liles (Fr.) 

D.J. Hampton (Sr.) 
Armond Hawkins Ur.) 
Tarik Littlejohn (Fr.) 
Jordan Grabski (Jr.) 


Glen Antoine (Sr.) 
Khalin Smith (Sr.) 
Kaden Elliss (So.) 
Ed Hall (So.) 

Kevin Shelton (Jr.} 22 
Tony Lashley So.) 4) 
Dorian Clark (Jr.) 2 
Kendrick Trotter (Sr.} 14 
Jayshawn Jordan (Sr) 16 
Russell Siavii (Sr.) 21 


94 
bi} 
2 
40 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


KR_ 23 Aaron Duckworth (Jr.) 
PR 26 Reuben Mwehla (Jr) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


Austin Rehkow (Sr.) 
Austin Rehkow [Sr.} 


Passing: Matt Linehan, 390-246-2,972-11, 16 TDs 
Rushing: Aaron Duckworth, 73 att., 260 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Callen Hightower, 57 rec., 749 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: Kaden Elliss, 83 

Sacks: Five players tied with 1.0 

Interceptions: Russell Siavii, 2 


Idaho won only three conference 
games in the WAC and Sun 

Belt from 2011-14. The Vandals 
matched that total in 2015. 


idaho Athletics 


Joe Vogan 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Doug Martin 

Record at School: 7-29 (3 years) 
Career Record: 36-82 (10 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Doug Martin 
Defensive Coordinator: Frank Spaziani 
Las Cruces, NM © Aggie Memorial Stadium (30,343) 


at UTEP 

New Mexico 

at Kentucky | 

at Troy 

UL Lafayette 

at Idaho 

Georgia Southern 

at Texas A&M 

at Arkansas State 

Texas State 

Appalachian State | 

at South Alabama 
| 


FINAL RECORD: 3-9, 3-5 


Sept. 5 at Florida L 13-61 | 
Sept. 12 Georgia State L 32-34 
Sept. 19 UTEP {ot} L 47-50 
Oct. 3 atNew Mexico L 29-38 
Oct. 10 at Ole Miss L 3-62 | 
Oct. 17 atGeorgia Southern | 26-56 
Oct. 24 Troy L 7-62 
Oct. 31° Idaho {ot} W 55-48 | 
Nov. 7 at Texas State W 31-21 | 
Nov. 21 at UL Lafayette W 37-34 
Nov, 28 Arkansas State L 28-52 | 
Dec. 5 atUL Monroe L 35-42 


TOP 10 RECRUITS | 


1, Darius Anderson, OT, Fresno, CA 

2, Gamarquis Girdy, RB, Victoria, TX 

3, Myles Vigne, DT, New Orleans, LA 

4, Shamad Lomax, DB, Copperas Cove, TX 
5. Brandon Bell, CB, Fresno, TX 

6. Roy Lopez, DT, Tempe, AZ 

7. Johnathan Boone, WR, Orlando, FL* 

8. Jaleel Scott, WR, Rock Hill, SC* 
9. Josh Aganon, WR, Scottsdale, AZ* 

10. DeShawnte Lloyd, DT, Baltimore, MD* 


“junior college transfer | 


2015 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE © PERGAME SUNBELT NATIONAL | 
Scoring  28.6ppg 5 66 
Rushing 180.5ypg 6 §1 
Passing 252.8ypg 3 | 
Total 433.3 ypg 3 a | 
DEFENSE © PERGAME SUNBELT NATIONAL | 
Scoring 45.0ppg 11 126 
Rushing 242.3ypg = 9 12) 
Passing 280.0 ypg 911 120 
Total 522.3 ypg 11 125 
TOMARGIN PERGAME SUN BELT NATIONAL | 
+ +008 = 4 58 


NEW MEXICO STATE AGGIES 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 120 * SUN BELT PREDICTION: 9 * PROJECTED RECORD: 3-9, 3-5 Sun Belt 


| petition this fall, most notably from Southern Miss gradu- 


| returning receiver is Tyrian Taylor, a former junior college 


| ziani inherits a unit that allowed 45.0 points and 522.3 yards 


| or less. To take another step forward in the Sun Belt, the Ag- 
| gies will need better quarterback play to complement Rose 
| on offense and for the defense to make significant improve- 
| ment under Spaziani’s watch. A bowl game is probably still 


OFFENSE New Mexico State’s offense improved across the board in 
2015 as head coach Doug Martin assumed the play-calling duties. The 
Aggies were fifth in scoring in the Sun Belt Conference at 28.6 points 


| per game, eclipsing 30 points six times after reaching 30 points just 


three times in 2014. The offense revolves around junior running back 


| Larry Rose III, who finished seventh in the country in rushing yards 


per game (137.6) to go with 14 touchdowns. The Texas native topped 
the 200-yard mark three times last season. While the offense will cer- 
tainly feature Rose, NMSU added depth in the offensive backfield with 
San Jose State transfer King Burke. 

NMSU returns some experience on the offensive line, but the Aggies 


_ will need to settle on a quarterback. Junior Tyler Rogers passed for 966 


yards and seven touchdowns with three interceptions after throwing 23 
interceptions in 2014, Rogers’ season ended with a broken left thumb 
(non-throwing) in the fourth game of the season. He will have com- 


ate transfer Tyler Matthews, a former four-star recruit who 
originally signed with TCU in 2012. 

Teldrick Morgan left the program after leading the Ag- 
gies in receptions the past two seasons. The Aggies’ leading 


transfer who had 691 receiving yards last season. NMSU 


added three more junior college receivers in February. OFFENSE (4) 

| DEFENSE Martin hired his former boss, Frank Spaziani, | WR 2 Gregory Hogan Ur.) 16 Jaleel Scott Ur.) 

__ to lead the Aggies defense in 2015. Martin was the offensive | WR 5 TyrianTaylor{Sr.) 13. Johnathan Boone (So.] 
coordinator under Spaziani in 2012 at Boston College. Spa- SLOT 10 Royce Caldwell (So.] 6 Josh Aganon (r.) 


LT 5 


per game, both among the worst in the nation last season. " _ vested Canditaria [) 76 saan sth Ur} 
5 pa ony McMeans(Sr.) 78 Brian Trujillo (Fr.) 
| _ The strength of the Aggies defense remains its linebackers, | ¢ 59 AbramHolland (Sr) 64 Spence Uei-Fatoalia (Jr) 
__ led by senior Rodney Butler (weak side), junior Derek Ibe- | pt 51. thomas McGwire Ur) Jefferson Hagen (Jr) 
| kwe (middle) and sophomore Terrill Hanks, who was third | TE 99 Clayton Granch (Sr) 82 Ty Atencia (Sr) 
| on the team with 81 tackles and had three interceptions as | QB 17 Tyler Rogers (Jr) Tyler Matthews (Sr.} 
a true freshman. RB 3 Larry Rose Ill (Jr.) 22. Xavier Hall (Sr.) 
| The Aggies have been an undersized unit up front and will DEFENSE (7) 
| be inexperienced in the secondary, where Spaziani imple- | pe 8 Jassavia Reese (So. 95. Garton Nash [Fr.) 
ments a Cover-4 scheme. NMSU signed five interior de- | DT 90 Kourtland Busby [Jr] DaShawnte Lloyd (Jr.) 
fensive linemen and six defensive backs in February to help | NG 93. Orew James (Sr) 91 Jacob Banegas (Jr.) 
address a glaring need. DE 34 Noah Brown (Sr.} 9 Stody Bradley (Jr.) 
NMSU proved to be adept at takeaways last year with 12 | OLB 53 Rodney Butler(Sr.) 31. Dalton Herrington (Jr) 
MLB 3 Derek Ibekwe (Jr.) 40. Robert Wagner (Sr.} 


interceptions and 10 fumble recoveries. 

Spaziani has his work cut out for him, but if he can turn the 
Aggies from bad to mediocre on defense in 2016, NMSU 
should improve on its three wins from a year ago. 


OLB 2 
CB 4 
CB 25 
SS 21 


SPECIALISTS ‘There has not been much in the way of re- FS 1 JacobNwangwa(Jr.) 5 Christian Gibson (So.) 
turns in recent years — NMSU averaged just 16.7 yards per | SPECIAL TEAMS 
kickoff return and 8.3 yards per punt return in 2015 — but K 24 Parker Davidson (So) KR 10 Royce Caldwell (So.) 


the Aggies have addressed their kicking game. Freshman Pp 
placekicker Parker Davidson was 10-of-17 on field goals last 
year with three kicks over 40 yards. NMSU signed punter 
Payton Theisler in February to address what was an obvious 


weakness. 
FINAL ANALYSIS New Mexico State has just two years remaining in 


| the Sun Belt Conference before an unknown football future. Martin 
| heads into his fourth year at NMSU with his most talented team, led 


by a core group of juniors that has increased the competitiveness of the 
program. NMSU lost three games in 2015 by a touchdown 


out of reach, but New Mexico State could flirt with a .500 


| record in league play. 


DEPTH CHART 


STAT CORNER 


LARRY ROSE III ) 


“The running back, Larry Rose, is really dynam- 
ic. ... He was probably the best athlete in the 
league as far as having the ball in his hands.” 


— An opposing Sun Belt assistant coach 


Sebastian Anderson (Fr.) 76 Sage Doxtater (Fr.) 


Terrill Hanks (So.) 20 Jonathan Hood (So.) 


DeMarcus Owens (So.) 26 Jared Phipps (Fr.) 
Samuel Oyenuga (Sr.) 6 King Davis Ill (Jr.) 
Jaden Wright (Jr.) Kurt Shughart (Fr.) 


Payton Theister (Fr.) PR 2 Gregory Hogan (Jr) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


Passing: Tyler Rogers, 134-71-966-3, 7 TDs 
Rushing: Larry Rose Ill, 239 att., 1,647 yds., 14 TDs 
Receiving: Tyrian Taylor, 39 rec., 691 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Derek Ibekwe, 92 

Sacks: Noah Brown, 3.5 

Interceptions: Jacob Nwangwa, 3; Terrill Hanks, 3 


Only two players had more than 
20 rushes of 20-plus yards in 
2015: Florida State’s Dalvin Cook 
and NMSU's Larry Rose Ill. 
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SOUTH ALABAMA JAGUARS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 115 * SUN BELT PREDICTION: 7 * PROJECTED RECORD: 5-7, 4-4 Sun Belt 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE South Alabama coach Joey Jones must level out some po- 


tential offensive imbalance. His ground game is proven, but the pass- 


Head Coach: Joey Jones 


Record at School: 42-35 (7 years} ing attack is untested. And one side of his offensive line is strong, but 
Career Record: 45-42 (8 years) | the other carries question marks. Getting consistent quarterback play 
Offensive Coordinator: Bryant Vincent would solve a lot of issues. Sophomore Dallas Davis should enter the 
Defensive Coordinator: Kane Wommack | season with the starting job, but he attempted only 23 passes for 108 


Mobile, AL © Ladd-Peebles Stadium (33,471) | yards in a backup role last season. Marshall transfer Cole Garvin and 
| UAB transfer Evan Orth round out the three-man competition. Davis’ 

2016 SCHEDULE running ability helps him earn the upper hand, but he must make good 

Sent. 3. at Mssisippi State _ decisions to keep the Jaguars offense on the field. 

Sept. 10 Georgia Southern _ Running backs Xavier Johnson and Tyreis Thomas return after rush- 

Sept. 17 at UL Lafayette ing for more than 1,500 yards combined last season. Johnson averaged 

Sept. 24 Nicholls State | 124 yards in wins and only 48 yards in losses. Gerald Everett is perhaps 


Oct. 1 San Diego State the best tight end in the Sun Belt. USA suffered a blow in April when 
Oct. 15 at Arkansas State | All-Sun Belt center Joseph Scelfo announced he was playing his final 
Oct. 20 Troy | season at NC State as a graduate transfer. 

Oct. 29 Georgia State The Jaguars need to improve their production after ranking 


Nov. 5 atUL Monroe 

Nov. 19 at LSU 

Nov. 26 at Idaho 

Dec. 3 New Mexico State DEFENSE New defensive coordinator Kane Wommack, 
from Eastern Illinois, will keep USA’s 4-2-5 scheme intact, 


10th in the Sun Belt in scoring (25.0 ppg), but they first 
need to get better at sustaining drives and limiting turnovers. 


but he’s shaken up some of the personnel. All-conference se- 

2015 RESULTS ' lection Roman Buchanan (67 tackles, two INTs) has moved OFFENSE (4) 

FINAL RECORD: 5-7, 3-5 | from safety to the Stinger position, or weak-side linebacker, | WR 2 Tyrone Williams [Sr.] 14 Tony Ray Parnell (Sr.] 

Sept. 5 Gardner-Webb W 33-23 to take advantage of his physical style and knowledge of the | WR 1 Josh Magee [Sr] 3 Chris Lewis (Sr) 

Sept, 12 at Nebraska L 948 | defense. Kalen Jackson (72 tackles) has moved from line- WR 15 Cameron Broadnax (Sr) 81 Kevin Kutchera (Sr, 

Sept. 19 at San Diego State W 34-27 | backer to the secondary to utilize his athleticism. And Jere- LT 72, Cortis Williams (Se) 44. Ryan Alexander It) 

Sept. 26 NC State L 13-63 of Hestke (96 tackles), another all-leaiue pefimmer aiid LG 74 Steven Foster (Sr.) 53 Steve McKenzie (Sr) 

Oct. 3 atTroy W 24-18 yee , Be Per pe nier, UES C 58 Nelson Santiago (Fr) | 53 Steve McKenzie (Sr. 

Oct. 13 AvkansasState | 31-49 | from nickel back to cornerback. RG 77 DedArivs Young (Sr) 0 Zach Davis (Fr) 

Oct. 24 at Texas State L 18-36 Wommack wants more energy out of the defense, dialing | RT 57 Noah Fisher (So.) 70 Troy Thingstad (Fr.) 

Nov. 7 Idaho W 52-65 | Up pressure with speed and flexibility and hopefully forcing | TE 12 GeraldEverett(Sr.) 21 James Bynes (Sr) 

Nov. 12 UL Lafayette W 32-25 more negative plays. Last season, USA ranked second in the | QB 11 Dallas Davis (So,] 16 Evan Orth [So.) 

Nov, 21 atGeorgia State © L 10-24 Sun Belt in pass defense, but its pass rush was nearly non- | RB 28 Xavier Johnson (Jr.) 9 Tyreis Thomas (Sr) 

Nov. 28 at Georgia Southern L 17-8 | existent. The Jags were hoping to bolster that area with the | DEFENSE (5) 

Dec. 5 Appalachian State L 27-34 return of end Jimmie Gipson, who missed the 2015 season | DE 17 Sean Grayer (So. 22 Dewayne Alford (Sr.] 
with a torn Achilles, but he — like Scelfo — opted to trans- | NT 78 Tre Alford (Jr.) 91 Roy Albritton (So.) 
fer and play his final season elsewhere. DT 12. Tyree Turner (So.) 56 Zach Befort (Jr.) 

TOP 10 RECRUITS USA has talent in the linebacking corps, and the secondary | DE 86 Randy Allen (Sr.] 22 Dewayne Alford (Sr.] 

1. Jalin Buie, RB, Jacksonville, FL should be solid again. But the progress of an underwhelming MLB 18 Bull Barge (So) 32 Darrell Songy (Jr) 

2. Riley Cole, LB, Oneonta, AL front will determine the success of the defense. Look for | OL8\23 Reman Buchanan (Sr) 10. Taven Cox (So. 

3, Chris Henderson, DE, Hampton.GA =) nose tackle Tre Alford to lead the charge if the line makes WS 6, see Jeceson tir), = 2 Metcdm Pues Fe) 

4, Jay Woods, CB, Pinson, AL bee cadag CB 2 Jalen Thompson (So.) 13 Quinton Dent (Sr) 

5. Jahmmir Taylor WR, Fairburn, GA* | 8 : : cB 1 Jeremy Reaves (Jr.} 24 Darian Mills (So.) 

4, Sean Brown 06 Pl aan Gre ‘i SPECIALISTS Ina perfect world, accomplished placekick- SS 7 Devon Earl (Sr.) 38 TOwan Robinson [Jr.) 

' OR Moki ; | i j i (So.) 2 Diantae Thomas (Jr) 

7. Bobby Flatt, CB, Mobile, AL er Aleem Sunanon will have only one job. Last season, he FS 16 Nigel Lawrence 

8. Darrell Songy, LB, New Orleans, LA* made 16-of-19 field goals, including 6-of-7 beyond 40 yards, SPECIAL TEAMS 

9, D'Tavieus Taylor, OT, Pearl, MS* but he also had some of the punting duties. Corliss Waitman K 97 Aleem Sunanon (Sr) KR 8 Quinton Lane (Jr) 

10. Zac Crosby, TE, Jacksonville, FL has the biggest leg, but he’s still trying to return from a 2015 P 87. Corliss Waitman (So) PR 22 Dami Ayoola (Sr) 


‘juny college vanster- S€aSon-ending injury. Brandon McKee is another option at 


DEPTH CHART 


JEREMY REAVES 


“They were OK on defense, but it looked like 
they had the personnel to be pretty good, For 
whatever reason they gave up a lot of points.” 


— An opposing Sun Belt assistant coach 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


| punter. The return jobs could be in flux, especially since USA 
would like Johnson to conserve his energy for offense. Josh 
2015 RANKINGS 4 


Magee, a blazing fast wide receiver, might factor in before season's end. 

a ae ate ps FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The schedule is front-loaded with Mississippi 

Rushing 1607 As A 9 State and strong Sun Belt squad Georgia Southern in the first two 

Passing 1995ypg 9 91 games, If USA can win potential toss-up games at Louisiana-Lafayette 

Total 360.2ypg «9100 and at home against San Diego State, then bowl eligibility could be 
———— attainable with more winnable Sun Belt games in the back 


DEFENSE PERGAME SUN BELT NATIONAL | 


Passing: Dallas Davis, 23-11-108-1, 1 1D 
Rushing: Xavier Johnson, 145 att., 956 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Gerald Everett, 41 rec., 575 yds., 8 TDs 
Tackles: Jeremy Reaves, 96 

Sacks: Tre Alford, 2.0 

Interceptions: Three players tied with 2 


Scoring 37.3998 ns | half. But USA has a slim margin for error in order to im- JR@\g@a) Nya.) 


Rushing 221.0yp9 8 113 prove on last year’s 5-7 mark and reach bow! contention. The 
Passing 195.0 ypg 2 75 | Jaguars must cut down their turnovers with an inexperienced 
Total 416.0ypg 5 83 quarterback, run the ball with more consistency and win a 
TOMARGIN” PERGAME SuWeELT Warionm, COUPIe more Sun Belt games than a year ago to reach the 


§ 042 #7 100 | Postseason. 
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After going 6-11 from 2012-14 in 
games decided by one posses- 

sion, USA went 4-1 in 2015. That 
kept the W-L record respectable. 


ics 


South Alabama Athlet 


TEXAS STATE BOBGATS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 122 * SUN BELT PREDICTION: 10 * PROJECTED RECORD: 3-9, 2-6 Sun Belt 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Everett Withers has already had to dodge this question: 


; Who's your No. 1 quarterback? As for his response, well, it’s simple: 
Head Conca Freres Wess You have to wait until late August for the answer. 
pone yz sl Sata The first-year head man, who replaced Dennis Franchione at Texas 
Career Record: 25-13 (3 years| S f y he | rK dl S Gon id th 
Offensive Coordinator: Brett Elliott tate after the latter retired last December, has said that every spot 
Defensive Coordinator: Randall McCray on the depth chart is up for grabs, including the starting quarterback. 
San Marcos, TX Bobcat Stadium (30,000) On the surface, incumbent Tyler Jones would appear to have a leg up 
| on the competition; the senior has eclipsed 3,000 total yards in each of |g 
the past two seasons. Yet, with Eddie Printz, a graduate transfer from 
2016 oC HEDULE | Missouri, and redshirt freshman L.G. Williams hot on Jones’ heels, the 
Sept. J at Ohio race probably won't be settled until a week before the Bobcats take the 
Pa xu ' — _ field at Ohio University on Sept. 3. 
ve oe While the quarterback battle will hog the headlines, Texas State has 


Oct. 1 Incarnate Word é ms ; 
Oct. 8 at Georgia State as many questions, if not more, at tailback. The Bobcats certainly have 


Oct, 15 atUL Monroe quantity at the position (Nick Bingham, Stedman Mayberry, Tyler Si-_ | TYLER JONES jj 
Oct. 22 UL Lafayette udzinski and Anthony Taylor along with incoming fresh- jaya casas =: 

Nov, 5 atAppalachian State man Tyler Tutt). The quality of those tailbacks is where the It's hard to know what S going on there with the 
Nov. 12 Idaho uncertainty lies. new staff. | think they're trying to turn over the 
Nov. 19 at New Mexico State | Regardless of who's under center and who's toting the foot- Foster ante change ie.cuytre, 

Nov. 26 Troy | ball, new offensive coordinator Brett Elliott has made it clear — An opposing Sun Belt assistant coach 


Des. 3: Pukanses State | that Texas State will remain an up-tempo attack. After aver- 


| aging 78.6 and 77.2 snaps in 2014 and 2015, respectively, the DEPTH CHART 


Bobcats plan to surpass those numbers this season. OFFENSE (4) 
| DEFENSE here's nowhere to go but up for this group. Tex- | WR 80 Elijah King [Jr.] 88 Brice Gunter (J.) 
FINAL RECORD: 3-9, 2-6 e ? bi WR 83. Justin Gamble [Fr.) 86 Tyler Watts (Fr.) 


| as State ranked 124th in the nation in total defense (521.8 


Sel 12 PaiteVew W414. | YPB)and 120th in scoring defense (39.2 ppg). Defensive co- | WR 1? pam lare’ it] 16 Mache Meck i 
Sept. 19 Southern Miss | 0-5 | OFdinator Randall McCray hopes that a change in formation | 16 74 Witte Witiams Fr) insiah Wesington 
Sept. 26 at Houston L 1459 (3-4 in 2016 compared to 4-2-5 in 2015) and an emphasis C 74 Giuliano Cattaneo (Sr.) 78 Kregg Lemons (Fr.) 
Oct. 10 at UL Lafayette | 7-49 | on “running to the football” will turn things around. RG 77 Felix Romero (Sr.) Aaron Brewer (Fr.) 

Oct. 24 South Alabama W 36-18 For the Bobcats to improve defensively, they have to do a | RT 67 Iryston Mizerak (So.] Charlie Vatterott (Fr.) 
Oct. 29 atGeorgia Southern L 13-37 | better job of creating takeaways. In 2015, Texas State had TE 89 Levi Boyd (Jr.) 32 Gabe Schrade (Jr.] 
Nov. 7 NewMexicoState L 21-31 | to wait until Game No.9 (Georgia State) to record its first | QB 2 Tyler Jones (Jr.) 4 L.G. Williams (Fr.) 

Nov. 14 Georgia State L 19-41 interception of the season. In all, the Bobcats finished with | RB 14 Tyler Siudzinski Ur) Tyler Tutt (Fr) 

= - oe 4 ane | 14 takeaways (11 fumble recoveries, three interceptions). DEFENSE (4) 

(lee. 5 at rkoaees State 117-55 McCray’s toughest task prior to the season opener is in DE 41 Jeff Banks (Jr) 97 Cedric Gambrell (So) 


NT 63 Dallas McCarty (Sr.) Ramon Readus (Fr.) 
DE 44 Roosevelt Pearson (Sr.) 96 Steven Eddings (Sr.) 


| finding a dominant nose tackle, arguably the most important 


| position in the 3-4. Dallas McClarty is a candidate for the 
TOP 10 RECRUITS | job, but look for freshmen Ramon Readus and John Lilly to 


LB Hal Vinson (Fr.) 57 Karee’ Berry (Jr.) 
1, Jordan Easting, CB, Decatur,GA «=~ Challenge the senior. a : a pg (St) : correo 
2. Elijah King, WR, Ashland, KY SPECIALISTS Brandon McDowell showed with his kick- | {g 1}  |ghmael Davis (So) 14 Easy Anyama Ur.) 
3. Tyler Tutt, RB, Keller, TX six touchdown against South Alabama last season that he is CB 6 Brandon McDowell (Jr.) 23 Clarence Guidry III So. 
4. Hal Vinson, OLB, Dallas, TX a home run threat on special teams. Lumi Kaba the punt- | CB 24 Jauonte 0'Roy (Sr) 4 Quinn Tiggs Ur.) 
5. Dean Taylor, DE, Pearland, TX er was great, but Lumi Kaba the placekicker wasn't. Kaba SS 17 DamaniAlexcee(Sr.) 29 Camyron Brown (So. 
6. Josiah Washington, OT, De Soto, TX pinned opponents inside the 20 on 20 different occasions | FS 20 Stephan Johnson (Jr) Kumonde Hines (Fr.} 
7. Gabe Loyd, ILB, St Louis, MO last season. Yet, the junior’s field goal kicking left something SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Ramon Readus, DT, Mckinney, TX to be desired (10-of-18). K 92. Lumi Kaba (Sr. KR 6 Brandon McDowell (J) 
9. Devin Williams, OB, Mansfield, TX | FINAL ANALYSIS Before last season's 3-9 clunker, Texas P 92 Lumi Kaba (Sr) PR 6 Brandon McDowell (Jr) 
10. Robert Brown, RB, Houston, State was a program on the rise. After recording four wins in BOLD indicates returning starter 


| 2012, the Bobcats’ debut FBS season, and upping that total 
to seven two seasons later, what transpired in 2015 was unexpected, and 
2015 RANKINGS that’s putting it mildly. Withers, who has said he wants to bring a new 
care ees -" aot or | brand of football to Texas State (hence the hashtag #PartyInTheEnd- 
nushing 1873 te i a | Zone), guides a football program that is at a crossroads. 
Pushy 109.3 og 8 5g Best-case scenario? The Bobcats show that last season was merely a 
Total M167 ypq 7 53, Speed bump and make positive inroads toward 2017 by going to a bowl 
. —— game. Worst case scenario? Texas State slips further behind, 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Tyler Jones, 382-223-2.517-10, 14 TDs 
Rushing: Tyler Jones, 139 att., 583 yds., 10 TDs 
Receiving: Demun Mercer, 19 rec., 235 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: Damani Alexcee, 79 

Sacks: Karee Berry, 3.0 

Interceptions: Stephan Johnson, 2 


DEFENSE PERGAME SUNBELT NATIONAL | 


NAL | . 
be a? we ss m | eix wins and secure the first bowl bid in program history. mere 10.3%, 127th in FBS. 


g Scoring 9.2009 9s«dD:Cd which is entirely possible given the lack of talent in some key 

= Rushing 258.0ypg 10 173 «|= areas on both sides of the ball. ; Ee hee 

_ Passing 263.8ypg 9 199 | If Texas State can weather the early storm of a tough exas naa avoc rate S, ' 
2 Total 521.8ypg 10 + «124 + ~RON-conference schedule and take advantage of a favorable forced fumbles, passes defense 
rh Sun Belt slate down the stretch, Withers’ team could reach divided by total plays) was a 
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TROY TROJANS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 102 * SUN BELT PREDICTION: 4 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6, 4-4 Sun Belt 


TEAM INFORMATION OFFENSE When he was on in 2015, quarterback Brandon Silvers 
was on: In Troy’s four wins, Silvers connected on 13 touchdown passes 

Head Coach: Neal Brown | ake : ‘ A rape 

, | without an interception, and the Trojans scored at least 41 points in 
Record at School: 4-8 | : . 
Corser Records i all four games. The rest of the time? Not so much. In his other seven 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: | starts, Silvers managed just five touchdowns against seven picks, and 
Kenny Edenfield, Matt Moore the Trojans exceeded 21 points just once. This time around, Silvers will 
Defensive Coordinator: Vic Koenning be a junior with 22 career starts under his belt, much too far along to 
Troy, AL » Veterans Memorial Stadium (30,000), write off as growing pains the kind of turbulence that plagued him as 
an underclassman. 


e016 SCHEDULE | With more consistency under center, the pieces are in place for 
Sept. 3 Austin Peay / an attack that’s at least efficient, if still not very explosive. Running 
Sept. 10 at Clemson | back Jordan Chunn, who accounted for more than 1,000 yards and 
Sept. 17 at Southern Miss | 20 touchdowns rushing in 2013-14 as a backup, is healthy again after 
Sept. 24 New Mexico State | missing almost all of 2015 to a broken collarbone. Four regulars from 
Oct; 1 atitahw | last year’s wide receiver rotation (John Johnson, Emanuel Thompson, 
Oct. 15 Georgia State | é 

| Deondre Douglas, and Clark Quisenberry) were pushed 
Oct. 20 at South Alabama fee ; 2 ac 
New Bt! Maseachiisotis | in the spring by three new arrivals from the junior college 
Nov. 12 Appalachian State | ranks. Five linemen are back who logged at least six starts 
Nov. 17. Arkansas State | as part of an ever-evolving front, including implacable left 
Nov. 26 at Texas State tackle Antonio Garcia, who's logged 24 straight. 
Dec, 3 at Georgia Southern Even without a proven big-play threat, there are too many 


options to expect a rerun of last year, when Troy finished 


2015 RESULTS next-to-last in the Sun Belt in total offense. OFFENSE (7) 
FINAL RECORD: 4-8, 3-5 | DEFENSE All-conference defensive end Tyler Roberts is | WR 2 John Johnson Ur} Justin Wyatt (J) 
| gone, leaving a pass-rushing vacancy the Trojans will at- WR 8 Emanuel Thompson (Jr.) —_Tevaris McCormick Ur.) 
Sept, 5 at NC State Lo 21-49 | emp ta Gl bianowbo nih VenE SeniOn Tenis Lewis fi WR 80 Deondre Douglas So.) 87 Clark Quisenberry (Sr.) 
Sept. 12 Charleston Southern W 44-16 | eae y Raat A race et cas LT 53 Antonio Garcia (Sr.) 52 Damien Kemp Fr.) 
tenarak ddle linebacker to Bandit. The new middle backer is se- ‘ 
Sept. 19 at Wisconsin L326 | iy : : : : : LG 77 Xavier Fields (Sr.) 75 James Peach (Fr.) 
Oct. 3 South Alabama L 18-24 | nior Justin Lucas, whose promotion will place him alongside C 59 Jay Dye (So) 66 Taylor Edwards Ur. 
Oct. 10 atMississippiState | 17-45 | a pair of former junior college teammates, William Lloyd RG 57 Deontae Crumitie (So.) 78. Kirk Kelley (Fr) 
Oct. 17 Idaho L 16-19 | and Demetrius Cain, who played together (and won two | RT 72 Tyler Lassiter (Sr.) 62 Johnathan Boring (Sr.) 
Oct. 24 atNew Mexico State W 52-7 | national championships) at East Mississippi Community | TE 42 Gabe Hill (So.) Sam Letton (Fr.] 
Oct. 31  atAppalachian State[ot}L 41-44 | College prior to transferring to Troy last year. QB 12 Brandon Silvers (Jr.) 3 Sawyer Smith (Fr.) 
Nov. 7 UL Monroe W 51-14 Between the linebackers, linemen Rashad Dillard and Bar- | RB 38 Jordan Chunn Ur) 15 Andre Flakes (Jr) 
tt : ve aerh es | on Poole II, cornerbacks Josh Marshall and Jalen Rountree, DEFENSE (7) 
e 5 ; ataiaette wo May and incoming safety Kris Weatherspoon, as many as eight DE 7 Rashad Dillard (Sr.) 40 Antione Barker (Fr.) 
; | potential defensive starters arrived via the juco route. DT 30 JamalStadom(Jr.) 94 Seth Calloway (Jr) 
| In addition to Weatherspoon, the secondary will also | OT 97 Baron Poole We 90 ipsa 
TOP RUIT benefit from the talents of newly eligible Auburn transfer | DE 20 Terris Lewis (Sr. 5 Sam Lebbie (Jr 
WRECRUITS | Kamryn Melton, who wasted no time assuming a starting | 48 23 William Lloyd (Sr. Zo Bridges (Fr. 
1. Kelvin Lucky, DE, Elmore, AL | cornerback role in the spring after sitting out 2015. LB 13 Justin Lucas (Sr) 35 Doug Salter (Fr.] 
2. Zo Bridges, LB, Opelika, AL | ; 2) LB 21 Demetrius Cain (Sr.) 29 Tron Folston (Fr.) 
3. Dominic Watker, WR, Orlando, FL* | SPECIALISTS ‘The incumbent punter, Ryan Kay, is poised | ¢g 25 JoshMarshall (Sr) 19 Jalen Harris (Jr.) 
4. Sawyer Smith, OB, Cantonment, FL to add placekicker duties as well, a role he held as a sopho- | CB 4 Kamryn Melton (Jr) 22. Jalen Rountree (Sr.) 
5. Tristan Crowder, OL, Carrollton, GA -«»-«- More before yielding last year to the departed Jed Solomon. | SS 14 JaQuadrian Lewis (Sr.) kris Weatherspoon Ur) 
4, Sam Letton, TE, Marietta, GA That ought to work out just fine: Kay connected on 10-of-14 FS 24 Cedarius Rookard (So.)} 10 Dondrell Harris (Jr.) 
7. B.J. Smith, RB, Millbrook, AL field goal attempts in 2014, including 5-of-5 from beyond SPECIAL TEAMS 
8. Kaleb Barker, OB, Decatur, AL 40 yards. The bigger concern is replacing All-SBC return K 99 Ryan Kay (Sr) KR 80 Deondre Douglas (So, 
9. Michael Robinson, DL, Auburn, AL man Teddy Ruben. P 99 Ryan Kay (Sr) PR 7 hiram Velez Jr} 


10. Terrance Corbett, DE, Athens, AL | FINAL ANALYSIS ‘Troy hasn't posted a winning record 

“junior college transfer since 2010, and its first season under coach Neal Brown of- 
2015 RANKINGS fered only fleeting hints of progress. The Trojans were 0-3 in games 
decided by six points or fewer, suggesting that all that separated them 


cove kay fee — et a | from the postseason was a handful of plays at the margins. The biggest 
Rushing 11 91 ar | key to closing that gap in 2016 is continued growth by Silvers, who 
Pessing 240.8 ar 48 | has a chance to put up gaudy numbers in a system that, given Brown's 
Total 369.9 ypg 10 102 | ‘rO08s in the Air Raid, is specifically designed to produce them. But 
SS TT | that will also mean identifying a go-to option or two from a 
Scoring 28.3 ppg 3 73 ~~ fairly pedestrian group of backs and receivers, none of whom 
Rushing 192.2 ypg 6 9) has given much indication (yet) of progressing beyond his 
Passing 199.1 ypg 3 29 ~~: Status as a role player. Perhaps Chunn will emerge with the 
Total 313ypg 3 | backfield to himself for the first time, or one of the new ju- 
TOMARGIN” PERGANE SUNeELT warionm,  TUOr college receivers. Otherwise, narrowly qualifying for a 

0 0005 44 | mid-December bowl game might be the best-case scenario. 
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DEPTH CHART 


‘ga 


BRANDON SILVERS "| 


“Neal [Brown] has a good scheme on offense 
and he puts you in conflict quite a bit defensively. 
They are a team that will improve quite a bit.” 


— An opposing Sun Belt assistant coach 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Brandon Silvers, 330-202-2,378-7, 20 TDs 
Rushing: Andre Flakes, 66 att., 243 yds,, 3 TDs 
Receiving: Emanuel Thompson, 28 rec., 299 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: William Lloyd, 73 

Sacks: Rashad Dillard. 7.0 

Interceptions: Justin Lucas, 1 


STAT CORNER 


Troy's defense allowed 1.1 fewer 
yards per play in 2015. Nationally, 
Only Georgia State’s defense im- 
proved by more than the Trojans. 


Athletics 


Tray 


Brad Kemp/RaginCajuns.com 


UL LAFAYETTE RAGIN’ GAJUNS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 107 * SUN BELT PREDICTION: 5 * PROJECTED RECORD: 4-6, 4-4 Sun Belt 


OFFENSE Last year’s starting quarterback, Brooks Haack, trans- 
oo i. eel ON | ferred to Northwestern State for his final year of eligibility, and the top 
Record at School: 40-24 (5 years] 
Career Record: 106-45 (12 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Jorge Munoz 
Co-Defensive Coordinators: 


backup, senior Jalen Nixon, converted to running back in the spring. 

| That left sophomore Jordan Davis, who showed enough in roughly five 

| quarters of action to close the season to claim the title of de facto start- 

| er entering 2016. At 6'3", 205 pounds, Davis boasts the kind of size 

Charlie Harbison, Melvin Smith | and athleticism that was sorely missing last year with Haack largely 
Lafayette, LA © Cajun Field (36,900) | confined to the pocket. 

| The offense will continue to revolve around versatile running back 


|2016 SCHEDULE _| Elijah McGuire, who enters his senior campaign as the only active 


Sept. 3 Boise State FBS player with at least 3,000 yards rushing and 1,000 receiving. His 
Sept. 10 McNeese State productivity suffered a bit in 2015 — his yards-per-touch average fell 
Sept. 17 South Alabama from an eye-popping 8.9 over his first two seasons to 5.6 as a junior 
Sept. 24 at Tulane — partly due to his increased workload. But that was reflective of the 
Oct. 1 at New Mexico State offense as a whole, which saw its scoring average in conference games 
Det_12 Appalachian State plummet even more dramatically, down by more than a 
ie - i Sule touchdown per game. And the departure of All-Sun Belt 
Nov. 12 at Georgia Southern receiver Jamal Robinson doesn't bode well for reversing that 
Nov. 19 at Georgia trend. Either the Cajuns need more big plays from veteran 
Nov. 26 Arkansas State | targets Al Riles and Gabe Fuselier, or someone from a group 
Dec. 3 atUL Monroe | of touted second-year wideouts will be counted on to emerge 


ahead of schedule. 
DEFENSE ‘The defense struggled in every respect in its first 


2015 RESULTS —_| 


FINAL RECORD: 4-8, 3-5 season under coordinator Melvin Smith, yielding at least | WR 2 AlRiles(Sr.) 18 Devin Scott (Sr.} 
Sept. 5 at Kentucky t 33.49 | 400 yards in all eight losses and at least 32 points in all but | WR 13 Gabe Fuselier [Jr.) 7 Jared Johnson [Jr] 
Sept. 12 Northwestern State W 44-17 One. Not surprisingly, then, even with seven returning start- te i Pa ae Un) _ Hamlin 
Sept. 26 Akron L 14-35 | ers, the overriding theme in 2016 is discovering new blood. LG peoastblet ¢ 1% ipa hasan 
Oct. 3 atLouisianaTech L 14-43 The leading returning tackler, junior Tracy Walker, moved C79. Eddie Gordon (Sr.) 1 Cole Prudhomme (Fr) 
Oct. 10 Texas State W 49-27 | from safety to linebacker in the spring; all-conference cor- | pe 74 Adrian Goodacre (50 50 Robert Hunt (Fr) 
Oct. 20 atArkensas State L 27-37 | nerback Savion Brown shifted to safety; and the incoming | pr 72 GrantHorst (Jr) 66 Rico Robinson (Fr) 
Oct. 31 UL Monroe W 30-26 | recruiting class targeted junior college defenders with a TE 81 Nick Byrne (Sr.) 10 Matthew Barnes (So.] 
‘ ri to : = | chance to contribute right away at defensive end (Jarvis Jef- | QB 3 Jordan Davis (So.) 11 Chris Weaver [Fr.) 
a 1 eat ae 1 36-37 | fries), defensive tackle (Trevara Miller, Kevon Perry), corner- RB 15 Elijah McGuire (Sr.) 27 Jordan Wright (Fr.) 
Nov. 28 atAppalachian State L 7-28 | back (Artez Williams) and safety (Denarius Howard). The DEFENSE (7) 
Dec. 5 Troy L 17-41 | Secondary also expects to welcome back a familiar face, Sim- | pg 91 Mario Osborne (So.) Jarvis Jeffries Ur.) 

| eon Thomas, who filled Brown's starting role in the spring NT 92. Taboris Lee (Jr.) 98 LaDarrius Kidd (So) 

after missing all of 2014 and’15 due to academics. DE 55 Karmichael Dunbar (Sr.) 93 Darryl Johnson (Fr.) 


TOP 10 RECRUITS | 


1. Dontrell Allen, CB, Thibodaux, LA 


LB 7 
LB 4 


Regardless of the personnel, one of Smith’s top priorities 
in the fall will be finding a way to generate more turnovers. 


2. Trey Ragas, RB, New Orleans, LA The Ragin’ Cajuns managed just 11 takeaways last year, few- | LB 3 
3. Cody Mitchell, TE, Jasper, TX est in the Sun Belt. The most direct route to improving that em ‘ 


number is improving the pass rush, a mandate that will fall 
largely to Jeffries or promising sophomore Mario Osborne. 

| SPECIALISTS Kicker Stevie Artigue was hit-or-miss as a 

true freshman, and despite flashes of impressive leg strength, 

the misses added up: Altogether, Artigue connected on just 

9. Tanner Holmes, LB, Newton, TX | eight field goals, fewest of any regular Sun Belt kicker, and 

10. Nic Wiggins, LB, Baton Rouge, LA was just 6-of-13 beyond 30 yards. Fellow freshman Steven 

“jusor college ansfer Coutts, a native Australian, fared somewhat better on punts, 


2015 RANKINGS allowing returns on just 15 of his 59 attempts. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Last year’s 4-8 finish was the first wobble under 


4. Randon Haynes, DT, Waxahachie, TX 
5. Korey Louis, LB, Breaux Bridge, LA 

6. Edward Hayes, S, Coldspring, TX 

7. Denarius Howard, S, Greenwood, MS* 
8. Jake Arceneaux, OB, Lafayette, LA 


cB 19 
SS 16 
FS 6 


K 36 
P 37 


bia Nees am “th ai | Mark Hudspeth, whose first four years on the job resulted in identical 
Rushing 1728994 5 B 9-4 records capped by four consecutive victories in the New Orleans 
Passing 207 m7 93 ~«SCéBowl. ‘The stumble is not nearly enough to affect Hudspeth’s job secu- 
Total 380 4 yg 8 77. tity — prior to his arrival the Ragin’ Cajuns had never played in any 
UEESEPERGAME SwaeLT aug) ~©DOW!— and in the short term, McGuire's decision to pass on 
Scoring 31.8 p09. 9, | the NFL Draft gives him a recognizable cornerstone around 
Rushing 183.8ypq 5 82 which to rebuild. The Cajuns also dodged a potential bow] ban 
Passing 237.1 ypg 8 9? this winter stemming from NCAA violations in which Hud- 
Total 420.8 pq 7 99 . speth wasn't implicated. If Davis scratches his potential in his 
JOWARGIN PERGAME SUNaELT Naiowat, ‘St year as the starting quarterback, ULL has a chance of re- 

9 4% 1 10 turning to its familiar place among the Sun Belt frontrunners. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


“They didn’t look like they normally do in terms 
of their effort and execution, but they've got 
talent, and they are well-coached.” 


— An opposing Sun Belt assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (7) 


Otha Peters Jr.(Sr.) 28 Joe Dillon (Fr.) 


Tre'maine Lightfoot (Sr.) 38. Terik Miller (Fr.) 

T.J. Posey (Jr.) 51 Trey Granier (Sr.] 
Tracy Walker (Jr.) Korey Louis (Fr.) 
Simeon Thomas [Jr] Dontrell Alten (Fr.) 
Troy McCollum (Jr.) 10. Christian Goodlett (Sr.] 


Travis Crawford (Jr.) 
Savion Brown (Sr.) 20 


Denarius Howard (Jr.) 
Dominick Jones (Sr.) 


KR 13 Gabe Fuselier [Jr.) 
PR 20 Gary Haynes (So.} 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Jalen Nixon, 142-76-828-5, 7 TDs 
Rushing: Elijah McGuire, 210 att., 1,058 yds., 13 TDs 
Receiving: Al Riles, 46 rec., 477 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Tracy Walker, 74 

Sacks: Dominick Jones, 2.0; Mario Osborne, 2.0 
Interceptions: Savion Brown, 3 


Stevie Artigue (So.] 
Steven Coutts (So.} 


ULL went 11-4 in one-posses- 
sion games between 2011-14. In 
2015: 2-3. The turnover margin 
regressing by 12 didn’t help. 
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OLA 
\_” ULM WARHAWKS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 126 * SUN BELT PREDICTION: 11 * PROJECTED RECORD: 2-10, 1-7 Sun Belt 


OFFENSE New coach Matt Viator inherits an offense with seven 
eee b. Aaah 0 N returning starters, but they accomplished little last season. The War- 
Record at School: ae Sena | hawks ranked last in the Sun Belt in scoring (21.0 ppg), total offense 
Career Record: 78-33 (10 years) | (310.8 ypg) and turnovers committed (30). 

Offensive Coordinator: Matt Kubik There are at least some building blocks for a quality passing attack. 
Defensive Coordinator: Mike Collins Quarterback Garrett Smith passed for 2,033 yards, 17 TDs and 11 
Monroe, LA ¢ Malone Stadium (30,427) __ interceptions last season, and he gets back his top two receivers in Mar- 

| cus Green (63 receptions, 698 yards) and Ajalen Holley (60 for 709). 
2016 SCHEDULE ULM will utilize heavier tight end sets to expand the passing attack 
, and bolster the ground game. Tight end Alec Osborne should be a 


5 th ae 25 
ah ‘4 - Aver | weapon after missing the 2015 season due to injury. 
Sept. 17 at Georgia Southern | The team’s top two rushers return in Ben Luckett (509 yards) and 
Oct. 1 at Auburn | Kaylon Watson (336), and Smith is also a running threat. But all-pur- 
Oct. 8 Idaho | pose speedster Tyler Cain, who missed last season with an injury, will 
Oct. 15 Texas State | move to starting running back to spice up a ground game that was held 
Oct. 22 at New Mexico under 100 yards rushing seven times last season. Viator had Lace hanna theta auth 
Oct. 29 at Arkansas State | strong rushing attacks at McNeese State, so that should be a WES NOPING TREY. CIEE S YPURGEE SUy NDS 
Nov. § South Alabama } peor experience because the guy they hired [Matt 
‘ 3 priority in year one at ULM. " 
Nov. 12 at Georgia State H Viator] is a really good coach. 
Nov. 19 at Appalachian State DEFENSE Mike Collins, a former ULM player, defensive rope Beso ’ 
7 : ° $ — An opposing Sun Belt assistant coach 
Dec. 3 UL Lafayette coordinator and 2002 interim head coach, returns to Mon- = 


roe as the defensive coordinator. He has changed the scheme 
from a 3-3-5 to a 4-2-5, which still takes advantage of an ex- 


2015 RESULTS DEPTH CHART 


FINAL RECORD: 2-11, 1-7 | perienced secondary. Safeties Tre’ Hunter, Wesley Thompson OFFENSE (7) 
Sept. 5 at Georgia L 1651 and Roland Jenkins, along with cornerbacks Lenzy Pipkins, | WR 17 RJ. Tumer{So.) 85 Jared Mapps (Sr) 
Im arpecop 
t m 1 p48 and depth on the back end. . ? 
<4 - oe, L 31-51 | But there are big question marks otherwise, as the entire | 78 Rey Baltazar (Sr.) a eck 
Oct. 10 at Tulsa L 24-34 | front six must be replaced. ULM took a big hit when play- - Ki feorcatenio 65 af ah } 
Oct. 17 Appalachian State L 14-59 | making defensive end Ben Banogu (team-high 14.5 tackles RG 50 psa je ‘i 6 fea Ht ie r 
Oct. 24 at Idaho L 13-27 | for a loss) transferred to TCU. In his absence, Caleb Tuck- ads ge 
” RT 79 Keaton Baggs (So.) 73 Devin Jackson [Fr.) 
Oct. 31 at UL Lafayette 24-30 | er could be an X-factor. The former Houston transfer was | TE 99 Alec Osborne (Si 97. Reagan Heddins (Fr) 
Nov. 7 at Troy L 1461 | disruptive in short stints last season, and he will be key as QB 13 Garrett Smith (So.) 14 Will Collins (Fr.) 
me : Bel nn ; a an undersized, athletic defensive end. Other former backups | RB 3 [Tyler Cain (Sr) 25. Kaylon Watson (Jr.) 
Nov. 28 at Hawaii | 4-73 | also will have to come of age if ULM is to grow any teeth | DEFENSE (2) 
Dec. & NewMexicoState W 42-35 | im its run defense or pass rush. For example, sophomore | pe 53. cateb Tucker [Ur] 98 Sam Miller (Fr) 
| Shesnile Nhe ae een we a starting role on the line after | pT §2 Colton Moorehead|(Sr.) 95 Derion Ford if 3 
making only one tackle last season. NT 91 David Elias (Jr) 96 Jaylen Veasley (Fr 
TOP 10 RECRUITS | If the youngsters can make an impact up front, it could | DE 93 Shaquille Warren (So.] 58 Donald Louis (Fr.) 

1. Noah Ramsey, OL, Dalton, GA | free up the veteran secondary to make plays. If they can’t, | WLB 37 David Griffith (So 42 Cortez Sisco (Fr.) 

2. Samuel Williams, OL, Fordyce, AR -—~»~=«tthen there will be some major growing pains for the rebuilt | MLB 4 Chase Day Fr) 15 Braxton Moore (St. 
3, Ty Shelby, DE, Houston, TX | défense: CB 1 Lenzy Pipkins (Sr.) 31. Aaron Townsend (So.} 
4. TJ. Fiailoa, OL. Lawton, OK | SPECIALISTS Craic Ford made 9-of-14 field goals in hi CB 29 Marcus Hubbard (So.) 40 Jarell Brown (So.] 

CL Ni poet ene : | Sat ee PR ea ew S 20 Justin Backus (Sr.) 19 Alex Johnson (Sr.] 
5, Logan Latin, CB, Houston, 1X | freshman season, and he is the obvious choice at placekicker. S 32 Wesley Thompson {So.) 26 Roland Jenkins (Jr) 
6. Jayrin Wilson, DB, Lafayette, LA | Freshman walk-on Alex Prince is likely the best option at S 4 Tre’ Hunter (Sr.) 44 Nick Ingram (Fr) 

7. Tyler Lamm, TE, New Orleans, LA punter. Green is an experienced kick returner. SPECIAL TEAMS 


8. Josh Pederson, TE, Leawood, KS 
9. Kyle Nevels, LB, Walker, LA 
10. Duke Carter, RB, Mansfield, TX 


2015 RANKINGS 


FINALANALYSIS Viator isn’t used to losing. With a 78-33 
| record over 10 years at McNeese State, he remains the only 
| coach in Southland Conference history with at least eight 
| years on the job to never have a losing season. But in trav- 
eling 200 miles north, Viator takes over a ULM program coming off 
a 2-11 record, its worst record since 2003. To make it work in Year 
1, he must tweak the offense in the right way, find some defensive 
playmakers quickly and hit a couple of home runs with his first re- 
cruiting class. 
_ To make the task even tougher, ULM has only five home games, plus 


K 16 Craig Ford {So} 
P 41 Alex Prince (Fr.) 


KR_ 81 Marcus Green (So.) 
PR 81 Marcus Green [So.] 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Garrett Smith, 333-191-2,033-11, 17 TDs 
Rushing: Ben Luckett. 94 att., 509 yds., 2 TDs 
Receiving: Marcus Green, 63 rec., 698 yds., 7 TDs 
Tackles: Tre’ Hunter, 58 

Sacks: Caleb Tucker, 2.6 

Interceptions: Tre’ Hunter. 2 


OFFENSE © PERGAME SUNBELT NATIONAL | 
Scoring 21.0ppg 1 1 
Rushing 102.9 ypg 10 124 
Passing 207.9ypg 6 82 
Total 310.8 ypg = 11 123 
DEFENSE PERGAME SUNBELT NATIONAL | 
Scoring 36.5ppg 7 113 
Rushing 208.0ypg 7 105 
Passing 214.8 ypg 6 55 
Total 422.8 ypg 8 
TOMARGIN PERGAME SUNBELT NATIONAL 
-16 12301 124 


—| a .500 record in his debut season, he’ll be a Sun Belt Coach 


daunting road trips to Oklahoma and Auburn in the first 
month of the season. The combination of a new coaching 
__ staff and unproven players says this could be a late-blooming Z oe , 
_ team. If so, there will be only two home games in the second Since rejoining FBS in 1994, ULM 
half of the season to show that progress. If Viator can pull off has averaged only 4.1 wins per 
season. Todd Berry won 12 in 


| of the Year candidate. 2012-13 ... and six in 2014-15. 
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AP 


Danny Wild-USA TODAY Sports 


ARMY WEST POINT BLACK KNIGHTS ees 7 é 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 111 * PROJECTED RECORD: 4-8 


Record at School: 6-18 (2 years} 


TEAM INFORMATION OFfe oe) Health was an issue at quarterback last season as the Black 


Head Coach: Jeff Monken 


Career Record: 44-34 (5 years} 
Offensive Coordinator: Brent Davis 
Defensive Coordinator: Jay Bateman 
West Point, NY © Michie Stadium (38,000) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


at Temple 

Rice 

at UTEP 

at Buffalo 

at Duke 
Lafayette 
North Texas 

at Wake Forest 
Air Force 

vs. Notre Dame # 
Morgan State 
vs. Navy % 


| Knights went through three starters. Ahmad Bradshaw won the job, 


| but the j junior missed four games due to shoulder and foot ailments. 


#San Antonio, TA “Baltimore, MO | 


2015 RESULTS 


FINAL RECORD: 2-10 


Fordham 

at Connecticut 
Wake Forest 
at Eastern Michigan 
at Penn State 
Duke 
Bucknell 

at Rice 

at Air Force 
Tulane 
Rutgers 

vs. Navy # 


36-37 
17-22 


14-20 


3-44 


31-38 


31-34 
21-31 


errr er see sere 


14-17 | 
58-36 | 


Sophomore Chris Carter showed promise in starting the last two 
games and should provide plenty of competition. 

As last season progressed, a few freshmen were given the opportunity 
to contribute in a running game that truly was by committee. Five run- 
ning backs ran for at least 200 yards, and while leading rusher Aaron 
Kemper returns, the likes of Jordan Asberry and Christian Drake could 
see more playing time in their second seasons. Andy Davidson enjoyed 
a strong spring after moving from linebacker to provide depth behind 
Kemper at fullback. 

‘The offensive line graduated three seniors and another left the team, 
leaving junior guard Mike Houghton as the most experienced as far 
as career starts with 11. Tackle Rick Kurz and guard Victor Nieves III 
earned starting roles early last season. 

Edgar Poe’s six touchdown catches (on a team-leading 
16 receptions) were the most by a Black Knights receiver 
in eight years. Sophomore Quenten Parker is among those 
competing to take over for Kelvin White at tight end. 


OoFees) A unit that finished 47th nationally in total de- 
fense revolves around senior linebackers Andrew King and Jer- 
| emy Timph. They tied for the team lead in tackles (92) a year 
ago, and King’s 16.5 tackles for a loss were among the nation’s 
leaders. There is experience on the outside, as Alex Aukerman 


WR 82 
WR $1 


and Kenneth Brinson started a combined 14 games in 2015. te a 
Junior end John Voit impressed the coaching staff with his C65 

, work last spring and went on to lead all linemen in tackles | p¢ 7 
| last season, his first as a starter. Senior Jordan Smith returns | pt 78 
at the other end position. QB 17 


21-14 | 


3-20 | 


W201 | 


Philadelphia | 


3. Ryan Parker, LB, Chattanooga, TN 
4. Liam McCarthy, OL, Hingham, MA 
5. Joe Ryan, LB, Tampa, FL 
6, Grant Kerstens, OL, Baton Rouge, LA 
7. TJ Wisham, RB, Baton Rouge, LA 

8. Kjetil Cline, WR, Woodbury, MN 


9. Jack King, LB, Charlotte, NC 


10. Cameron Thomas, OB, Huntsville, AL 


20IS RANKINGS 


Te FER band wATIUMAL 
Scoring 22.1 ppg 109 
Rushing 244.3 ypg 12 
Passing 94.0 ypg 126 
Total 338.3 yg. 108 
ey te GAIT 5 Malou 
Scoring 18 ppg ih) 
Rushing 165.2 ypg 58 
Passing 210.4 ypg 48 
Total 375.6 ypg 47 
17 ae 1? bom AAT 
-N “0.92 113 


| had an impressive spring and at the least could add depth. 


TOP WRECRUITS — 


1. Elijah Riley, OB, Selden, NY 
2. Ryan Velez, RB, Phoenix, AZ 


| finished under .500, there’s talk that Army could make a run 
| at bowl eligibility. 


SB § 
SB 6 
FB 25 


With cornerback Josh Jenkins out all last season after suf- 
fering a head injury in an offseason altercation with former 
teammate Seth Combs, Brandon Jackson emerged as a start- 
er during his freshman season. He led the unit in intercep- 
tions (three) while placing third in tackles for a loss. Soph- 
omore corner Mike Reynolds, who did not play last season, 


DE 59 
NG 77 
DE 57 


Safety Xavier Moss fared well in his conversion from receiver | OLB 56 


doe seb DE semon yee ius Hf eee tals “A tea pam 
SPECIALISTS The Black Knights must replace four-year | gig 71. Alex Aukerman Ur) 27 Sty itso (So) 
kicker Daniel Grochowski and three-year punter Alex Tar- | ¢p 28 Brandon Jackson(So.) 6 Marcus Hyatt (So.) 
dieu. Senior Mitchell Howard and junior Avery Walas, a | CB 17 Steven Johnson (Sr.] 3. Josh Jenkins (Sr.) 
sprinter on the track team, were among those vying to take S 9 Xavier Moss (Sr.) 4 Max Regan (So) 

| over the kicking chores in the spring. J.D. Mote served as S 20 Rhyan England (Jr.) 8 Tevin Long (Sr. 
Tardieu’s backup last season after transferring from junior SPECIAL TEAMS 
college. The kick return unit improved last season, but that K 21 Mitchell Howard (Sr.) KR 6 Marcus Hyatt (So.) 


is not saying much as it still ranked 111th nationally with 
Marcus Hyatt handling the bulk of the duties. Poe did have a 
50-yard punt return against Navy. 


Pe eee. Now in his third year, coach Jeff Monken has earned 
much respect around West Point. He has been aggressive in recruiting 
and has surrounded himself with a solid staff. The two-deep in last year’s 
season finale against Navy featured a dozen freshmen, something pre- 
viously unheard of on the Banks of the Hudson. With Monken setting 
the table for 2016 and beyond, many of those players received more than 


P 9% 


—— token reps during a season in which the Black Knights lost 


seven games by seven points or fewer. 

With experience at several key positions, including a pair 
of quarterbacks who have started games, and a schedule that 
includes two FCS programs and four Group of 5 teams that 


OFFENSE (6) 


DEFENSE (8) 


AARON KEMPER 


‘it looks 4iRe Jott [Monkeri] is making some 
progress. We'¢a dood coach aed will eventaglly 
gel that program Wack te # Gow! gimme, 


—~Aeppocing awnciwnl coach 


Edgar Poe (Sr.} 86 Christian Poe (So.) 
Jeff Ejekam (Jr) 84 Jermaine Adams (Jr.) 
Rick Kurz (So.) 71 Tyler Young (So.) 
Victor Nieves III (So.) 72 Colby Enegren (Sr.} 
Bryce Holland (Jr.) 66 Josh Boylan Ur.) 
Mike Houghton (Jr.) 60 Justin Gilbert (Sr) 
Brett Toth (r.) 75. Nick Miller (So,) 
Ahmad Bradshaw (Jr.) 7 Chris Carter (So.) 


Joe Walker (Sr.) 42 
John Trainor (Jr.) 36, 
Aaron Kemper (Sr.) 46 


Jordan Asberty (So.) 
Tyler Campbell (So.) 
Andy Davidson (So.) 


John Voit (Jr.) 90 Eddy Ruzga (Sr.} 
Raymond Wright (So.) 99 Cordarrell Davis (So.) 
Jordan Smith (Sr.} 48 Shawn Lemoto (Sr.) 


Kenneth Brinson (So.) 50 Bayle Wolf (Jr.) 


J.D. Mote (So.] PR 82 Edgar Poe (Sr.] 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Ahmad Bradshaw, 48-23-429-2, 5 TDs 
Rushing: Aaron Kemper, 101 att., 544 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Edgar Poe, 16 rec., 441 yds., 6 TDs 
Tackles: Andrew King, 92; Jeremy Timpf, 92 
Sacks: Andrew King, 4.5 
Interceptions: Brandon Jackson, 3 


STAT CORNER 


2008 


The last time Army beat an FBS 
team that finished with a winning 
record: 2008, when the Black 
Knights beat Louisiana Tech [8-5]. 
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Y, BYU COUGARS 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 46 * PROJECTED RECORD: 6-6 


Head Coach: Kalani Sitake 

Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: First Season 
Offensive Coordinator: Ty Detmer 
Defensive Coordinator: llaisa Tuiaki 


Provo, UT © LaVell Edwards Stadium (63,470) | 


2016 SCHEDULE 


vs. Arizona # 

at Utah 

UCLA 

vs. West Virginia % 
Toledo 

at Michigan State 
Mississippi State 
at Boise State 

at Cincinnati 
Southern Utah 
Massachusetts 
Utah State 


TEAM INFORMATION| 


| 
| 
i 
i 


| of the following year. Even after thriving in a pass-oriented offense as a 
| BYU quarterback, offensive coordinator Ty Detmer is emphasizing the 
| running game, largely because of Williams’ presence. 


} 


Glendale, AZ SeLandover, MD | 


2015 RESULTS 
FINAL RECORD: 9-4 


Sept. § at Nebraska W 33-28 | 
Sept. 12 Boise State W 35-24 
Sept. 19 at UCLA L 23-24 
Sept. 26 at Michigan L 0-31 | 
Oct. 2 Connecticut W 30-13 
Oct. 10 East Carolina W 45-38 
Oct. 16 Cincinnati W 38-24 
Oct. 24 Wagner W 70-6 
Nov. 6 atSanJoseState W 17-16 | 
Nov. 14 vs, Missouri % L 16-20 
Nov. 21 Fresno State W 52-10 
Nov. 28 at Utah State W 51-28 
Dec. 19 vs. Utah # L 28-36 

SeKansas City #Las Vegas Bowl 


TOP 10 RECRUIT 


1. Troy Warner, CB, San Marcos, CA 
2. Handsome Tanielu, DT, Waianae, 


S 


HI? 


3. Jonah Trinnaman, WR, American Fork, UT* | 


4, Max Tooley, S, Bountiful, UT 
5. Jaren Hall, OB, Spanish Fork, UT 


6. Drew Jensen, S, Salt Lake City, UT 


7. Keenan Pili, LB, Provo, UT 

8. Skler Southam, K, Heber City, UT 
9. Keanu Saleapaga, DE, La Mirada, 
10. Alema Pilimai, LB, Tustin, CA 


CA 


ment work. Apparently so, because BYU lists co-starters at | FB 24 Algernon Brown(Sr.) 35 Brayden El-Bakri (So.) 
all four line positions, and also hopes junior college transfer DEFENSE (6) 
Handsome Tanielu will contribute right away. DE 48 Tomasi Laulile (J) 49 Moses Kaumatule (So.) 
Harvey Langi made a successful transition from running | NT 91 TravisTuiloma(Sr.) 50. Tevita Mo'Unga (So.) 
back to linebacker, and BYU hopes a similar move works for | OT 62 Logan Taele (Sr. 94 Kesni Tausinga (Jr. 
Francis Bernard. Langi will become the middle linebacker | DE 31  Sae Tautu (Sr. 16 Sione Takitaki (Jr. 
in the new alignment, with Fred Warner and Bernard on the OLB 4 Fred Warner (Jr.] 27 Morgan Unga ($0, 
outside. Bernard was BYU’s leading rusher vs. Utah in the PALE TY sarees Lang 15) a eee eee 
; OLB 13 Francis Bernard (So.] 3. Johnny Tapusoa [Fr.) 
Las Vegas Bowl but has found a home at linebacker. CB 11 TioyWamer (Fr) > Akile Davis (So) 
| The new scheme will demand much more man-to-man CB 15 Michael Davis (Sr.) 5 Dayan Lake (Fr) 
_ coverage from BYU's cornerbacks. Michael Davis isa con- | §5 7 MicahHannemann(Jr.) 33 Eric Takenaka (Sr,) 
| sistent player, but freshman Troy Warner or sophomore FS 12 Kai Nacua (Sr.} 2 Matt Hadley (Jr) 
Akile Davis will have to develop quickly at the other corner. SPECIAL TEAMS 


| 


| proved to be a good discovery as a punter, averaging 42.7 
__ yards in his first season of football. The Cougars need to im- 


*junior college transter | 


2015 RANKINGS 


| winner of the placekicking job in spring practice. 
| FINALANALYSIS Kalani Sitake is happy to be home. Introduced as 


OFFENSE PERGAME MATIONAL 
Scoring 33.7 ppg 40 
Rushing 128.3 ypg i 
Passing 296.5 ypg 2 
Total 424.8 ypg 49 
DEFENSE PER GAME NATIONAL 
Scoring 22.8 ppg 34 
Rushing 143.8 ypg 34 
Passing 201.8 ypg 31 
Total 345.7 ypg 23 
TOMARGIN PER GAME NATIONAL | 
+2 +0.15 51 


| during spring drills while recovering from a Lisfranc dislocation of his 


| SPECIALISTS Former BYU rugby player Jonny Linehan 


| eight games, BYU faces six schools from Power 5 confer- 
| ences, plus two strong Group of 5 programs, Toledo and 


| games with a decent record to generate some momentum. 


OFFENSE BYU quarterback Tanner Mangum became an instant star 
as a freshman, passing for 3,377 yards and 23 touchdowns and rescuing 
wins over Nebraska and Boise State with last-minute TD passes in his 
first two games. Now, he has to fight to keep his job. Taysom Hill is 
listed as a co-starter going into August, even though he was limited 


foot in the 2015 season opener. The quarterbacks will operate in a pro- 
style offense that has them taking snaps from under center on most 
plays instead of standing in the shotgun formation. The Cougars also 
are huddling, moving away from their former fast-tempo approach. 
Jamaal Williams is a dynamic runner who needs 929 yards to break 
BYU's career rushing record. He ran for 1,233 yards in 12 games in 
2013, his last full season of action before he was injured in the middle | 


i 


TANNER MANGUM r 


“They're an older team with guys coming back 
from Mormon missions ... and they always play 
on that physical edge.” 


Part of the reason for Detmer’s balanced approach is that 
the Cougars lack receiving depth after losing top playmakers 
Mitch Mathews and Devon Blackmon. BYU will ask more 
of Nick Kurtz and Mitchell Juergens, who combined for 76 
catches last season. Colby Pearson and Moroni Laulu-Pu- 
tutau also should emerge, and immediate help is expected 


— An opposing assistant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


from junior college transfer Jonah Trinnaman. OFFENSE (6) 

Some mystery accompanies BYU's line. Two-year starting | wR 5 Nick Kurtz(Sr) 87. Mitchell Juergens (Sr.) 
center Tejan Koroma was not enrolled in school, missing | WR 1 Moronilaulu-Pututau (S0.) 3 Colby Pearson (St) 
spring drills, and guard Kyle Johnson was sidelined by injury. | LT 75 Brad Wilcox (Sr) 65 JJ Nwigwe (So.] 
Their return would alter the line’s outlook, with left guard LG 73 Ului Lapuaho (Jr.) 67 Kyle Johnson (Sr.) 
Ului Lapuaho potentially moving to right tackle if Johnson C 54 Parker Dawe (Sr. 86 Quin Ficktin (So, 
isavailable. RG 78 Tuni Kanuch (Jr.) 57 Leroy Tanoai (Fr.) 

: . : RT 71 Austin Hoyt (So.] 56 Thomas Shoaf (Fr.) 
DEFENSE In moving to a 4-3 scheme, defensive coordi- | y_ 95 Bryan Sampson (Sr. 89. Tanner Balderree {Jr} 
nator Ilaisa Tuiaki wondered if enough linemen could be | gg 12 TannerMangum{(So.) 4 Taysom Hil (Sr) 


found among BYU's current personnel to make the align- | RB 21 Jamaal Williams (Sr) 10 Squally Canada (So.) 


K 27 James Baird (Fr.) 
P 31 Jonny Linehan (Sr.] 


KR 23 Garrett Juergens (Sr.) 
PR 87 Mitchell Juergens (Sr.) 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Tanner Mangum, 446-267-3,377-10, 23 TDs 
Rushing: Algernon Brown, 127 att., 709 yds., 11 TDs 
Receiving: Nick Kurtz, 39 rec., 579 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Havey Langi, 68 

Sacks: Harvey Langi, 4.5 

Interceptions: Kai Nacua, 


prove their coverage, though, after posting a 37.1-yard net 
punting average. Freshman James Baird was a surprising 


BYU's head coach in December following Bronco Mendenhall’s move 
to Virginia, Sitake has re-energized the fan base with his outgoing 
personality, It helped that he hired eight ex-BYU players as assistant 
coaches. “We're on track,” Sitake says. “I’m pleased with how 

well everybody's adjusting to what we're asking them to do.” 


The challenge for 2016 lies in the schedule. In the first ; : 
BYU averaged 5.25 points per trip 


inside the 40 (seventh in FBS) and 
allowed 3.93 [25th], a difference of 


Boise State. The Cougars need to come out of those eight 
1.32 points per trip (fourth). 
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EAM INFORMATION OFFENSE Brian Kelly’s most productive Notre Dame offenses have 


, come in the last two seasons — averaging 33.5 points over the last 26 


Head Coach: Brian Kelly 


Record at School: 55-23 (6 years) 


NOTRE DAME FIGHTING IRISH 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 8 » PROJECTED RECORD: 10-2 


Career Record: 226-80-2 (25 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Mike Sanford 
Defensive Coordinator: Brian VanGorder 

South Bend, IN © Notre Dame Stadium (80,795) | 


2016 SCHEDULE 


at Texas 
Nevada 
Michigan State 
Duke 

vs, Syracuse # 
at NC State 
Stanford 
Miami 

vs. Navy % 

vs. Army & 
Virginia Tech 
at USC 


| 
| 


HE, Ruthertord, NJ YaJacksonvill, FL &San Antonio, TX | 


2015 RESULTS _| 


FINAL RECORD: 10-3 


Sept. § 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 19 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 10 
Oct. 17 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 7 
Nov, 14 
Nov, 21 
Nov. 28 
Jan. 1 


Texas 

at Virginia 
Georgia Tech 
Massachusetts 
at Clemson 
Navy 

USC 

at Temple 

at Pittsburgh 
Wake Forest 


| Varae Russell and strong safety Elijah Shumate. 


W 38-3 | 
W 34-27 | 
W 30-22 | 
W 62-27 
L 22-24 | 
W 41-24 | 
W 41-31 
W 24-20 
W 42-30 
W 28-7 


vs, Boston College % W 19-16 


at Stanford 
vs. Ohio State # 


L 36-38 
L 28-44 


Boston Fiesta Bowl | 


TOP 10 RECRUITS | 


| hinges partly on the health of cornerback Shaun Crawford, 


1. Tommy Kraemer, OT, Cincinnati, OH 


2. Liam Eichenberg, OT, Cleveland, OH 
3. Javon McKinley, WR, Corona, CA 

4. Daelin Hayes, DE, Ann Arbor, MI 

5. Chase Claypool, WR, Abbotsford, BC 
6. Khalid Kareem, DL, Pontiac, MI 

7. Troy Pride Jr., CB, Greer, SC 

8. Julian Okwara, DE, Charlotte, NC 


9. Donte Vaughn, DB, Memphis, TN 
10. Tony Jones, Jr., RB, St. Petersburg, FL 


2015 RANKINGS _| 


| highly touted tackle Jerry Tillery. Where the Irish have im- 


| torn ACL. Drue Tranquill, now with two ACL tears on his 
| résumé, is a key contributor as a box safety. 


| SPECIALISTS Few teams in the country boast a better one- 


| two punch at kicker-punter than Justin Yoon and Tyler New- S 23. Drue Tranquill (So.) 8 Avery Sebastian (Sr.] 
| some. Yoon converted 15-of-17 field goals as a true freshman SPECIAL TEAMS 
| while Newsome, also with three years of eligibility remaining, K 19. Justin Yoon ($0. KR 9 CA. Sanders (S0.} 


games — and the Irish should boast another explosive unit in 716. It 
will help if Kelly can piece together a quality offensive line and turn a 
talented but unproven receiving corps into one as productive as when 
Will Fuller was slicing through opposing secondaries with ease. 

The challenge at quarterback is to maximize two capable starters — 
DeShone Kizer and Malik Zaire — with one football. Kizer led the 
Irish to nine of 10 victories and a Fiesta Bowl berth after starter Zaire 
was sidelined from the second game on with a broken ankle. 

The running game should be in good hands with veteran Tarean 
Folston and Josh Adams; the latter set Notre Dame single-season 
rookie marks with 835 yards rushing and a 7.1-yard average. 

Torii Hunter Jr., son of the baseball standout, is the top pass-receiving 
threat. A pack of youngsters, led by Equanimeous St. Brown and Miles 
Boykin, give the Irish great length at wideout. The top NFL 
prospect on the offensive side of the ball may be sophomore 
receiver Alizé Jones, although guard Quenton Nelson de- 
serves to be in the discussion. 

DEFENSE It’s difficult to imagine the defensive improv- 
ing in the third year of coordinator Brian VanGorder’s rei 
with the loss of linebackers Jaylon Smith and Joe Schmidt, DEPTH CHART 
tackle Sheldon Day, end Romeo Okwara, cornerback Kei- | QFFENSE (3) 
WR 10 Alizé Jones (So.) 81. Miles Boykin (Fr.) 
WR 16 Torii Hunter Jr. Ur.) 29. Kevin Stepherson (Fr.) 
WR 15 Corey Holmes (Jr) 9 C.J. Sanders (So.) 

LT 68 Mike McGlinchey (Jr.) Tommy Kraemer (Fr.) 
LG 56 QuentonNelson(So.) 57 Trevor Ruhland (Fr.) 
C 53 Sam Mustipher (So.) 66. Tristen Hoge (Fr.) 
RG 70 Hunter Bivin Jr.) 62 Colin McGovern (Jr.) 
RT 71 Alex Bars (So.) Liam Eichenberg (Fr.) 

TE 80 Durham Smythe (Jr) 82 Nic Weishar (So.) 

QB 14 DeShone Kizer(So.) 8 Malik Zaire (Jr.) 


“They're right back in the same situation at quar- 
terback because both guys are going to think they 
should play, and one is going to be unhappy.” 


— An opposing assistant coach 


‘The strength of this unit, though, is up front. Veteran end 
Isaac Rochell is the anchor with promising pass rusher An- 
drew Trumbetti, experienced nose tackle Jarron Jones, and 


proved significantly under Kelly is in developing defensive 
line depth, although how the talent stacks up among the na- 
tion's elite remains to be seen. The Irish were great on third 
down last year but horrific in the red zone. 


The back seven boasts little experience beyond cornerback | RB 2. Tarean Folston Ut.) 33. Josh Adams (So.) 
Cole Luke, who had a better sophomore than junior sea- DEFENSE (5) 
son, James Onwualu replaces Joe Schmidt as the brains of | pe 90 Isaac Rochell (Sr.) 55 Jonathan Bonner {So.) 
the operation at Sam linebacker, albeit on the outside rather | NT 94 Jaron Jones (Sr) 75 Daniel Cage (Jr.) 
than inside. Highly regarded Nyles Morgan's opportunity fi- | DT 99 Jerry Tillery (So) 58 Elijah Taylor (Fr.) 


DE 98 Andrew Trumbetti (Jr.) 9 Daelin Hayes (Fr.) 
SLB 17 James Onwualu(Sr.) 48 Greer Martini (Jr.) 
MLB 5. Nyles Morgan (Jr.} 30 Josh Barajas [Fr.) 
WLB 4 Te'von Coney (So.) 27 Asmar Bilal (Fr.) 

CB 36 Cole Luke (Sr.) 24 Nick Coleman (So.) 

CB 14 Shaun Crawford (Fr.) 21 Nick Watkins Ur.) 

S 13 Devin Studstill (Fr.) 10 Max Redfield (Sr.) 


nally has arrived at Mike linebacker. The defense’s versatility 


a potential stalwart who missed the entire "15 season with a 


averaged 44.5 yards per punt as a redshirt freshman. 

FINAL ANALYSIS Now in his seventh season — making 
him the longest-tenured Irish head coach since Lou Holtz 
(1986-96) — Kelly is signed through the 2021 season. The 
program is on very solid footing. The overall depth is improved, as evi- 


P 85. Tyler Newsome (So. PR 9 C.J. Sanders (So) 
BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: DeShone Kizer, 335-211-2,884-10, 21 TOs 
Rushing: Josh Adams, 117 att., 835 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Torii Hunter Jr., 28 rec., 363 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: Max Redfield, 64 

Sacks: James Onwualu, 3.0 

Interceptions: Cole Luke, 2 


STAT CORNER 


OFFENSE PER GAME NATIONAL denced by Notre Dame’s ability to win 10 games despite an onslaught 
Scoring 34.2 ppg 34 | of frontline injuries in 15. It remains to be seen, however, if the Irish 
Rushing 207.6 ypg 26 can develop into a consistent New Year's Six/College Football Playoff 
Passing 258.8 ypg 36 | program. The key is on the defensive side of the football now that Kelly 
Total 466.4 ypg mu | seems to have found his groove with the offense. Unless the 
DEFENSE PER GAME WATIONAL Irish make significant strides on defense, Notre Dame will 
Scoring 24.1 ppg 9 hover around the fringe of the nation’s elite with an occa- 
sepity 175.6 ypg 2 sional burst into the lead pack. On the surface, the sched- 
ven ue ypg : ule looks forgiving enough for the Irish to achieve another 

~! Ypg double-digit victory season, but only if the defense shows 
a it ie significant improvement. 


Notre Dame ranked sixth in the 
nation with 7.0 yards per play in 
2015. That was up from a 6.1-yard 
average in 2014. 
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UMASS MINUTEMEN 


NATIONAL FORECAST: 127 ¢ PROJECTED RECORD: 1-11 


OFFENSE UMass is going to be inexperienced throughout its offense 

with only three returning starters. Tailback Marquis Young showed star 

potential at the end of the 2015 season, emerging as the team’s featured 

back. UMass rode his 240-yard, three-touchdown performance to up- 

set Buffalo in the final game. The Minutemen will likely use him a lot, 

| especially early, as the rest of the offense finds its way. Fellow soph- 

omore back Sekai Lindsay, whose role had been gradually increasing 

| before a season-ending knee injury, complements Young well. Lindsay 
is a bigger, between-the-tackles runner, while Young thrives in space. 

Junior college transfer Andrew Ford, who redshirted at Virginia Tech 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Mark Whipple 

Record at School: 55-44 (8 years) 
Career Record: 127-77 (18 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Mark Whipple 
Defensive Coordinator: Tom Masella 
Amherst, MA « Gillette Stadium (66,829) 


2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 at Florida in 2014, is a good bet to start at quarterback. He was a four-star pros- 
= 5 iia College # | pect coming out of high school, and coach Mark Whipple has a history 
se 04 Mississippi State # | of starting transfers in two stints at UMass. But Ford will be learning 
Oct 1 Tulane # | on the fly behind an offensive line that returns three starters. 
Oct. ® at Old Dominion | Senior Jalen Williams, who missed all of last season with a leg injury, 
Oct. 15 Louisiana Tech # | caught 20 passes in 2014 and figures to be a key piece of a 
Oct. 22 at South Carolina | receiving corps that lost Tajae Sharpe, who left with most 
Oct. 29 Wagner | of the Minutemen'’s career receiving records. Sophomore 
Nov. 5 at Troy | speedster Andy Isabella (a converted running back), Hawaii 
a : : i 2 | transfer Darrian Josey and redshirt freshman Lamarriel Tay- 
ov. 26 at Hawaii 


lor could all figure prominently. 


| 
Foxboro, MA 
ee Travis Reynolds, a sophomore and former Australian rules DEPTH CHART 
2015 RESULTS player, will try to be the latest player from Down Under to OFFENSE (3) 
FINAL RECORD: 3-9, 2-6 | make an impact stateside. Whipple likes to have a pass-catch- | WR 80 Jalen Williams (Sr 19 Shakur Nesmith [Jr.} 
Sept. 12 at Colorado Lag | 2S tight end, and the 6'5" Reynolds could fill that spot. WR 88 Bernard Davis (Sr.] 23. Andy Isabella (So.} 
Sept. 19 Temple # L 23-25 | DEFENSE Like the offense, the UMass defense will break n Sicha ey reer 
Sept. 26 at Notre Dame L 27-62 | in quite a few new players after graduating eight starters. C73 He ' of 
; : : ‘abian Hoeller(Sr.) 72 Derek Dumais (Fr. 
Oct. 3 FI W 24-14 | New blood might be a good thing, as the Minutemen were | pe 71 Michael Boland(Sr.) 67. Dan DiNicola [So.} 
Oct. 10 atBowlingGreen L 38-62 in the bottom third of the MAC in scoring defense (31.4 | pt 58 Jack Driscoll (Fr) 79 Jake Largay (S0.) 
Oct. 17 Kent State L ast | ppg) and total defense (447.8 ypg). TE 87 Travis Reynolds (So) 12 Todd Stafford (Jr) 
“i : ae A ; 1 ; ie | Junior college transfer Teddy Lowery is coming offastrong | QB Andrew Ford [So.) 2 Ross Comis {So.) 
ie 7 aie # 3 L B47 _ spring and figures to make an instant impact at outside line- | TB 8 Marquis Young {So.] 35. Sekai Lindsay (So.) 
Nov. 14 at Eastern Michigan W 28-17 | backer, Shane Huber, who is UMass’ leading returning tack- | FB 42 John Robinson-Woodgett (Sr. 46 Kenny Kern (Fr.) 
Nov. 21 Miami (Ohio) | 13-29 | ler with 95, takes over for all-conference linebacker Jovan | DEFENSE (3) 
Nov. 27 at Buffalo W 31-2 | Santos-Knox inside. DE 60. Enock Asante (Sr. Ali Ali-Musa (Jr) 
#ftoo, UMass missed free safety Khary Bailey-Smith after the | DT 5 Peter Angeh(Sr.) 96 Mario Patton (Fr.] 
ty Mhary y 
| ball-hawking playmaker went down with a season-endin NT 95. Sha-Ki Holines (Jr.) 61 Joe Previte [So.] 
ig playm g ; 
TOP 10 RECRUITS knee injury in the season's second game last year. After tak- | OLB Teddy Lowery Ur) 41 Da'Sean Downey (Jr.) 
ILB 8 Shane Huber (Jr.) 46 Lucas Amato (Jr.] 


| ing a medical redshirt, he’ll return to the lineup and lead 


1. Andrew Ford, OB, Scranton, PA* 
| a young secondary. Lee Moses takes over at strong safety 


2. Brennon Dingle, WR. Severn, MD 


ILB 34 
OLB 44 


3. Cycoby Burch, S, Orlando, FL | following a promising freshman season. ce 2 

4. Sadiq Palmer, WR Red Bank, NJ | Jackson Porter started at corner as a freshman in 2014 be- CB 20 

5. Antione Webster, ATH, Hialeah, FL | fore moving to receiver last year. He’s back at corner this Ss 40 

6. Taylor Riggins, RB, Webster, NY | season and should start alongside junior Jordin Hamilton. FS 21 
| 


7. Tyler Thompson, RB, Oakhurst, NJ 
8. Bilal Ally, RB, Middleburg, FL 


UMass was 12th in the MAC last year in quarterback 
| sacks with just 15. The Minutemen are hoping junior college 
9. Avien Peah, TE Providence, Rl | transfer Ali Ali-Musa can help spark the pass rush as he 
10. Ali Ali-Musa, DL, Annandale, VA* | joins a defensive line anchored by junior Sha-Ki Holines. 


“junior college transfer | 


| SPECIALISTS Junior Logan Laurent appears to have both 
2015 RANKINGS 


K 99 
P 99 


| kicking jobs locked down after solidifying UMass’ place- 
kicking midway through last season. Speedsters James Oliphant and 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


MARQUIS YOUNG 


“It's going to be tough for them without a league. 
. They had some good skill last year, especially 
at receiver. They have to find some players.” 


— An opposing assistant coach 


Steve Casali (Jr.] 52 Vondell Langston [Sr.) 


Peter Ngobidi (Sr.] 98 D’Shan Harley [Fr.) 
Jackson Porter [Jr.) 48 James Oliphant (So.) 
Jordin Hamilton (Jr.) 43 Brandon Mangram (Fr.} 
Lee Moses [So.] 2 Zeke Edmonds (Jr.) 
Khari Bailey-Smith (Sr.) 24 Charan Singh (So.) 


KR 21 Khary Bailey-Smith (Sr.] 
PR 48 James Oliphant (So.} 


BOLD indicates returning starter 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Ross Comis, 21-15-171-0, 2 TDs 

Rushing: Marquis Young, 152 att., 960 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Shakur Nesmith, 15 rec., 204 yds, 3 TDs 
Tackles: Shane Huber, 95 

Sacks: Peter Angeh, 1.5; Sha-Ki Holines, 1.5 
Interceptions: Da’Sean Downey, 1; Khary Bailey-Smith, 1 


Logan Laurent (Jr.] 
Logan Laurent [Jr.) 


Tajae Sharpe was the target of 
37.4% of UMass’ passes. Among 
non-option offenses, only Pitt's 


OFFENSE PERGAME =MAC NATIONAL | Tsabella both looked good in the return game as rookies last year and 
Scoring 22.2 ppg. 11108 ill try to build off of that. 
Rushing 142.3ypg 9 103 ? a 
Passing 2575ypg 97 «| FINAL ANALYSIS UMass’ hopes for a bowl appearance in its final 
Total 3998ypg 6 65 season in the MAC came up well short, and the Minutemen’s first 
a a ee ae FBS Independent looks to be a daunting one. 
Scoring 31.4 9pq +10 92 | With a young roster, they will play six road games in four 
Rushing 1929 ypg 11 94 different time zones and a difficult home slate as well. Three 
Passing 254.9 ypg 11 98 games against SEC teams (at Florida, at South Carolina and 
Total 467.8 ypq 11 104 Mississippi State at home) will help keep the Minutemen 
TOMARGIN PERGAME ~Wac wariong, | ©2410at financially while they search for a new league, but 

4 008 10 19 they'll make it hard to produce a winning record. 
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Tyler Boyd was more relied upon. 


Athletics 


UMass 


ALHLC ON § SPOR! > 


GREATEST MOMENTS 
‘OF THE BRYANT ERA 


THE BEAR IN 
HIS OWN WORDS 


~ BRYANT OFF THE Fil 


SPECIAL 
SALE 


>4.99 


PLUS SHIPPING 


www.athlonsports.com/store 


BOSTON COLLEGE (3-9, 0-8) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 
3 vs. Georgia Tech # 

. 10 at Massachusetts 
. 17 at Virginia Tech 
. 24 Wagner 

1 Buffalo 

7 Clemson 
22 Syracuse 
29 at NC State 

5 Louisville 
. 11 at Florida State 
19 Connecticut 


3. at Auburn 
. 10 Troy 
. 17 South Carolina St. 
. 22 at Georgia Tech 
1 Louisville 
7 at Boston College 
15 NC State 
29 at Florida State 
. § Syracuse 
. 12 Pittsburgh 
; 19  atWake Forest 
. 26 South Carolina 


NC Central 
Wake Forest 

at Northwestern 
at Notre Dame 
Virginia 

Army 

at Louisville 

at Georgia Tech 
Virginia Tech 
North Carolina 
at Pittsburgh 
at Miami 


FLORIDA STATE (10-3, 6-2) 


Tallahassee, FL 
5 vs. Ole Miss # 

Charleston Southern 

at Louisville 

at South Florida 

North Carolina 

at Miami 

Wake Forest 

Clemson 

at NC State 

Boston College 

at Syracuse 

Florida 

#Orlando, FL 


GEORGIA TECH (3-9, 1-7) 


vs. Boston College # 
Mercer 

Vanderbilt 
Clemson 

Miami 

at Pittsburgh 
Georgia Southern 
Duke 

at North Carolina 
at Virginia Tech 
Virginia 

4 at Georgia 

#Dublin, Ireland 


2016 FBS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


LOUISVILLE (8-5, 5-3) 
Louisville, KY 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 9? 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 17 
Nov. 26 


Charlotte 

at Syracuse 
Florida State 
at Marshall 
at Clemson 
Duke 

NC State 

at Virginia 

at Boston College 
Wake Forest 
at Houston 
Kentucky 


MIAMI (8-5, 5-3) 

Coral Gables, FL 

Sept. Florida A&M 
Sept. 10 Florida Atlantic 
Sept. 17 at Appalachian State 
Oct. 1  atGeorgia Tech 
Oct. 8 Florida State 
Oct. 15 North Carolina 
Oct. 20 at Virginia Tech 
Oct. 29 at Notre Dame 
Nov. 5 Pittsburgh 

Nov. 12 at Virginia 

Nov. 19  atNC State 
Nov. 26 Duke 


NORTH CAROLINA (11-3, 8-0) 


Chapel Hill, NC 
Sept. 3 vs. Georgia # 
Sept. 10 at Illinois 
Sept. 17 James Madison 
Sept. 24 Pittsburgh 
Oct. 1 at Florida State 
Virginia Tech 
at Miami 

at Virginia 
Georgia Tech 
at Duke 

The Citadel 
Nov. 25 NC State 
#Atlanta, GA 


NC STATE (7-6, 3-5) 


Raleigh, NC 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 10 


William & Mary 
at East Carolina 
Old Dominion 
Wake Forest 
Notre Dame 

at Clemson 

at Louisville 
Boston College 
Florida State 

at Syracuse 
Miami 

at North Carolina 


PITTSBURGH (8-5, 6-2] 


Pittsburgh, PA 

Sept. 3 Villanova 

Sept. 10 Penn State 

Sept. 17 at Oklahoma State 
Sept. 24 at North Carolina 
Oct. 1 Marshall 

Oct. 8 Georgia Tech 

Oct. 15 at Virginia 

Oct. 27 Virginia Tech 
Nov. 5 atMiami 

Nov. 12  atClemson 

Nov. 19 Duke 

Nov. 26 Syracuse 


SYRACUSE (4-8, 2-6) 
Syracuse, NY 
Sept. 2 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 Florida State 
Nov. 26 at Pittsburgh 
#E, Rutherford, NJ 


Colgate 
Louisville 

South Florida 

at Connecticut 
vs. Notre Dame # 
at Wake Forest 
Virginia Tech 

at Boston College 
at Clemson 

NC State 


VIRGINIA [4-8, 3-5) 


Charlottesville, VA 

Sept. 3 Richmond 
Sept. 10 at Oregon 
Sept. 17 at Connecticut 
Sept. 24 Central Michigan 
Oct. 1  atDuke 

Oct. 15 Pittsburgh 
Oct. 22 North Carolina 
Oct. 29 Louisville 

Nov. 5  atWake Forest 
Nov. 12 Miami 

Nov. 19 at Georgia Tech 
Nov. 26 at Virginia Tech 


VIRGINIA TECH (7-6, 4-4) 


Blacksburg, VA 
Sept. 3 Liberty 

Sept. 10 vs. Tennessee # 
Sept. 17 Boston College 
Sept. 24 East Carolina 
Oct. 8 atNorth Carolina 
Oct. 15 at Syracuse 
Oct. 20 Miami 

Oct. 27 at Pittsburgh 
Nov. 5 at Duke 

Nov. 12 Georgia Tech 
Nov. 19 at Notre Dame 
Nov. 26 Virginia 
#Bristol, TN 


WAKE FOREST (3-9, 1-7] 


Winston-Salem, NC 

Sept. 1 Tulane 

Sept. 10 at Duke 

Sept. 17 Delaware 
Sept. 24 at Indiana 
Oct. 1 atNCState 
Oct. 8 Syracuse 
Oct. 15 at Florida State 
Oct. 29 Army 

Nov. 5 Virginia 
Nov, 12 at Louisville 
Nov. 19 Clemson 
Nov. 26 Boston College 


CINCINNATI (7-6, 4-4} 
Cincinnati, OH 

Sept. 1  Tennessee-Martin 
Sept. 10 at Purdue 
Houston 

Miami [Ohio] 
South Florida 
at Connecticut 
East Carolina 


at UCF 
Memphis 
at Tulsa 


CONNECTICUT (6-7, 4-4) 
Storrs, CT 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Sept. 29 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 


Maine 

at Navy 

Virginia 
Syracuse 

at Houston 
Cincinnati 

at South Florida 
UCF 

at East Carolina 
Temple 

at Boston College 
Tulane 


EAST CAROLINA (5-7, 3-5) 


Greenville, NC 

Sept. 3 Western Carolina 

Sept. 10 NC State 

Sept. 17 at South Carolina 

Sept. 24 at Virginia Tech 
UCF 


at South Florida 
Navy 

at Cincinnati 
Connecticut 

at Tulsa 

SMU 

at Temple 


HOUSTON (13-1, 7-1} 


Houston, TX 
Oklahoma # 
Lamar 

at Cincinnati 
at Texas State 
Connecticut 
at Navy 

Tulsa 

at SMU 

UCF 

Tulane 
Louisville 
Nov. 25 at Memphis 
#NRG Stadium 


MEMPHIS (9-4, 5-3] 


Memphis, TN 
Sept. 3 SE Missouri State 
Kansas 

Bowling Green 

at Ole Miss 
Temple 

at Tulane 

at Navy 

Tulsa 

at SMU 

South Florida 

at Cincinnati 
Houston 


NAVY (11-2, 7-1) 

Annapolis, MD 

Sept. 3 Fordham 
Connecticut 

at Tulane 

at Air Force 
Houston 

at East Carolina 
Memphis 

at South Florida 
vs. Notre Dame # 
Tulsa 

at SMU 

Dec. 10 vs. Army % 
#Jacksonville, FL “Baltimore, MD 
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SOUTH FLORIDA (8-5, 6-2) 
Tampa, FL 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 


Towson 
Northern Illinois 
at Syracuse 
Florida State 
at Cincinnati 
East Carolina 
Connecticut 
at Temple 
Navy 

at Memphis 
at SMU 

UCF 


SMU (2-10, 1-7] 
Dallas, TX 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 


at North Texas 
at Baylor 
Liberty 

TCU 

at Temple 

at Tulsa 
Houston 

at Tulane 
Memphis 

at East Carolina 
South Florida 
Navy 


TEMPLE (10-4, 7-1) 


Philadelphia, PA 
Sept. 3 Army 

Sept. 10 Stony Brook 
Sept. 17 at Penn State 
Charlotte 
SMU 

at Memphis 
at UCF 

South Florida 
Cincinnati 

at Connecticut 
at Tulane 
East Carolina 


TULANE (3-9, 1-7] 

New Orleans, LA 

Sept. 1 at Wake Forest 
Sept. 10 Southern 
Sept. 17 Navy 

Sept. 24 UL Lafayette 
Oct. 1 vs. Massachusetts # 
Oct. 7 atUCF 

Oct. 14 Memphis 

Oct. 22 atTulsa 

Oct. 29 SMU 

Nov. 12  atHouston 
Nov. 19 Temple 

Nov. 26 at Connecticut 
#Foxboro, MA 


TULSA (6-7, 3-5) 
Tulsa, OK 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 25 


San Jose State 
at Ohio State 
North Carolina A&T 
at Fresno State 
SMU 

at Houston 
Tulane 

at Memphis 
East Carolina 
at Navy 

at UCF 
Cincinnati 


UCF (0-12, 0-8) 
Orlando, FL 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 


South Carolina St. 
at Michigan 
Maryland 

at FIU 

at East Carolina 
Tulane 

Temple 

at Connecticut 
at Houston 
Cincinnati 
Tulsa 

at South Florida 


ILLINOIS (5-7, 2-6) 
Champaign, IL 

Sept. 3 Murray State 
Sept. 10 North Carolina 
Western Michigan 
at Nebraska 
Purdue 

at Rutgers 

at Michigan 
Minnesota 
Michigan State 
at Wisconsin 
lowa 

at Northwestern 


Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 


INDIANA (6-7, 2-6) 
Bloomington, IN 

Sept. 1 atFIU 

Ball State 
Wake Forest 
Michigan State 
at Ohio State 
Nebraska 

at Northwestern 
Maryland 

at Rutgers 
Penn State 

at Michigan 
Purdue 


Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 


IOWA (12-2, 8-0) 
lowa City, 1A 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 25 


Miami {Ohio} 
lowa State 
North Dakota St. 
at Rutgers 
Northwestern 
at Minnesota 
at Purdue 
Wisconsin 

at Penn State 
Michigan 

at Illinois 
Nebraska 


MARYLAND (3-9, 1-7] 
College Park, MD 

Sept. 3 Howard 
Sept. 10 atFIU 

Sept. 17 at UCF 

Oct. 1 Purdue 
Oct. 8 at Penn State 
Oct. 15 Minnesota 
Oct. 22 Michigan State 
Oct. 29 atIndiana 
Nov, 5 atMichigan 
Nov. 12 Ohio State 
Nov. 19  atNebraska 
Nov. 26 Rutgers 


MICHIGAN (10-3, 6-2) 
Ann Arbor, MI 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 
Oct. 1 


Hawaii 

UCF 
Colorado 
Penn State 
Wisconsin 

at Rutgers 
Illinois 

at Michigan State 
Maryland 

at lowa 
Indiana 

at Ohio State 


MICHIGAN STATE (12-2, 7-1) 


East Lansing, MI 

Sept. 2 Furman 

at Notre Dame 
Wisconsin 
at Indiana 
BYU 


Northwestern 
at Maryland 
Michigan 

at Illinois 
Rutgers 

Ohio State 

at Penn State 


MINNESOTA (6-7, 2-6} 


Minneapolis, MN 

Sept. 1 Oregon State 
Indiana State 
Colorado State 
at Penn State 
lowa 

at Maryland 
Rutgers 

at Illinois 
Purdue 

at Nebraska 
Northwestern 
at Wisconsin 


Nov. 19 
Nov. 


NEBRASKA [6-7, 3-5) 


Lincoln, NE 
Sept. 3 Fresno State 
Wyoming 
Oregon 

at Northwestern 
Ilinois 

at Indiana 
Purdue 

at Wisconsin 

at Ohio State 
Minnesota 
Maryland 

at lowa 


NORTHWESTERN (10-3, 6-2) 


Evanston, IL 
Sept. 3 Western Michigan 
Illinois State 
Duke 

Nebraska 

at lowa 

at Michigan State 
Indiana 

at Ohio State 
Wisconsin 

at Purdue 

at Minnesota 
IUinois 


OHIO STATE (12-1, 7-1) 
Columbus, OH 

Sept. 3 Bowling Green 
Tulsa 

at Oklahoma 
Rutgers 
Indiana 

at Wisconsin 
at Penn State 
Northwestern 
Nebraska 

at Maryland 

at Michigan State 
Michigan 


PENN STATE (7-6, 4-4) 
University Park, PA 

Kent State 
at Pittsburgh 
Temple 

at Michigan 
Minnesota 
Maryland 

Ohio State 

at Purdue 
lowa 

at Indiana 

at Rutgers 
Michigan State 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. § 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 


PURDUE (2-10, 1-7] 


West Lafayette, IN 

Sept. 3 Eastern Kentucky 
Cincinnati 
Nevada 

at Maryland 
at Illinois 
lowa 

at Nebraska 
Penn State 
at Minnesota 
Northwestern 
Wisconsin 

at Indiana 


RUTGERS (4-8, 1-7) 


New Brunswick, NJ 

Sept. 3  atWashington 
Howard 

New Mexico 
lowa 

at Ohio State 
Michigan 
Ilinois 

at Minnesota 
Indiana 

at Michigan State 
Penn State 

at Maryland 


Nov. 19 
Nov. 


WISCONSIN (10-3, 6-2) 


Madison, WI 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 5 
Noy, 12 
Nov. 19 at Purdue 
Nov, 26 Minnesota 
#Green Bay, WI 


vs, LSU # 

Akron 

Georgia State 

at Michigan State 
at Michigan 

Ohio State 

at lowa 
Nebraska 

at Northwestern 
Illinois 


BAYLOR (10-3, 6-3) 
Northwestern St. 
SMU 


at Rice 
Oklahoma State 
at lowa State 


at Oklahoma 
Kansas State 
vs. Texas Tech # 
Dec. 3 at West Virginia 
#Arlington, TX 


IOWA STATE (3-9, 2-7] 


Northern lowa 
at lowa 

at TCU 

San Jose State 
Baylor 

at Oklahoma State 
at Texas 
Kansas State 
Oklahoma 

at Kansas 
Texas Tech 
West Virginia 


KANSAS (0-12, 0-9) 


Rhode Island 
Sept. 10 Ohio 

at Memphis 

at Texas Tech 
TCU 

at Baylor 
Oklahoma State 
at Oklahoma 

at West Virginia 
lowa State 
Texas 

at Kansas State 


Nov. 19 
Nov. 


KANSAS STATE (6-7, 3-6) 


Manhattan, KS 

Sept. 2  atStanford 
Sept. 17 Florida Atlantic 
Missouri State 
at West Virginia 
Texas Tech 

at Oklahoma 
Texas 

at lowa State 
Oklahoma State 
at Baylor 
Kansas 

at TCU 


OKLAHOMA (11-2, 8-1) 


Norman, OK 
Sept. 3  atHouston # 
UL Monroe 
Ohio State 

at TCU 

vs. Texas % 
Kansas State 

at Texas Tech 
Kansas 

at lowa State 
Baylor 

at West Virginia 
Dec. 3 Oklahoma State 
#NRG Stadium %Dallas, TX 


OKLAHOMA STATE 

(10-3, 7-2) 

Stillwater, OK 

SE Louisiana 
Central Michigan 
Pittsburgh 

at Baylor 

Texas 

lowa State 

at Kansas 

West Virginia 

at Kansas State 
Texas Tech 

at TCU 

at Oklahoma 


Nov. 19 
Dec. 3 


TEXAS (5-7, 4-5) 
Austin, TX 
Sept. 4 Notre Dame 
UTEP 

at California 

at Oklahoma State 
vs. Oklahoma # 
lowa State 

at Kansas State 
Baylor 

at Texas Tech 
West Virginia 

at Kansas 

Nov. 25 TCU 
#Dallas, TX 


TCU (11-2, 7-2) 

Fort Worth, TX 

Sept. 3 South Dakota St. 
Sept. 10 Arkansas 

Sept. lowa State 

Sept. at SMU 

Oct. 1 Oklahoma 

Oct. 8 atKansas 

at West Virginia 
Texas Tech 

at Baylor 
Oklahoma State 
at Texas 
Kansas State 


TEXAS TECH (7-6, 4-5) 
Lubbock, TX 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 


Stephen F. Austin 
at Arizona State 
Louisiana Tech 
Kansas 

at Kansas State 
West Virginia 
Oklahoma 

at TCU 

Texas 

at Oklahoma State 
Nov. 19  atlowa State 
Nov. vs. Baylor # 
#Artington, TX 


WEST VIRGINIA (8-5, 4-5) 


Morgantown, WV 

Sept. 3 Missouri 

Sept. 10 Youngstown State 
vs. BYU # 
Kansas State 

at Texas Tech 
TCU 

at Oklahoma State 
Kansas 

at Texas 
Oklahoma 

at lowa State 
Dec. 3 Baylor 

#Landover, MD 


CHARLOTTE (2-10, 0-8) 
Chariotte, NC 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 
Nov, 19 
Nov. 


at Louisville 

Elon 

Eastern Michigan 
at Temple 

Old Dominion 

at Florida Atlantic 
FIU 

at Marshall 

at Southern Miss 

Rice 

Middle Tennessee 
at UTSA 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC (3-9, 3-5) 


Boca Raton, FL 

Sept. 3 Southern Illinois 
Sept. 10 at Miami 

Sept. 17 at Kansas State 
Ball State 

at FIU 

Charlotte 

at Marshall 
Western Kentucky 
at Rice 

UTEP 

Old Dominion 

at Middle Tennessee 


FIU (5-7, 3-5) 
Miami, FL 
Sept. 1 
Sept, 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 
Oct. 1 
Oct, 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 


Indiana 
Maryland 
at Massachusetts 


Florida Atlantic 

at UTEP 

at Charlotte 
Louisiana Tech 
Middle Tennessee 
at Western Kentucky 
Marshall 

at Old Dominion 


LOUISIANA TECH (9-4, 6-2) 


Ruston, LA 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 
Sept. 


at Arkansas 
South Carolina St. 
at Texas Tech 

at Middle Tennessee 
UTEP 

Western Kentucky 
at Massachusetts 
at FIU 

Rice 

at North Texas 

12 UTSA 

at Southern Miss 


MARSHALL (10-3, 6-2] 
Huntington, WV 

Morgan State 
Akron 

Louisville 

at Pittsburgh 

at North Texas 
Florida Atlantic 
Charlotte 

at Southern Miss 
Nov. 5 at Old Dominion 
Nov. 12 Middle Tennessee 
Nov. 19 atFIU 

Nov, Western Kentucky 


Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 
Oct. 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


(7-6, 6-2) 

Murfreesboro, TN 

Sept. Alabama A&M 
Sept. 10 at Vanderbilt 
Sept. 17 at Bowling Green 
Sept. Louisiana Tech 
Oct. 1  atNorth Texas 
Oct. 15 Western Kentucky 
Oct. at Missouri 

at FIU 

UTSA 

at Marshall 

at Charlotte 
Florida Atlantic 


NORTH TEXAS (1-11, 1-7] 


Denton, TX 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 5 


SMU 
Bethune-Cookman 
at Florida 

at Rice 

Middle Tennessee 
Marshall 

at Army 

at UTSA 

Louisiana Tech 

at Western Kentucky 
Southern Miss 

at UTEP 


OLD DOMINION (5-7, 3-5) 
Norfolk, VA 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 


Hampton 

at Appalachian State 
at NC State 

UTSA 

at Charlotte 
Massachusetts 

at Western Kentucky 
at UTEP 

Marshall 
Southern Miss 

at Florida Atlantic 
FIU 


RICE (5-7, 3-5) 
Houston, TX 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 
Oct. 1 
Oct, 15 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov, 19 
Nov. 


at Western Kentucky 
at Army 

Baylor 

North Texas 

at Southern Miss 
UTSA 

Prairie View A&M 
at Louisiana Tech 
Florida Atlantic 
at Charlotte 
UTEP 

at Stanford 


SOUTHERN MISS (9-5, 7-1) 
Hattiesburg, MS 

Sept. 3  atKentucky 
Sept. 10 Savannah State 
Sept. 17 Troy 

Sept. at UTEP 

Oct. 1° Rice 

Oct. 8 atUTSA 

Oct. 15 atLSU 

Oct. Marshall 

Nov. 5 Charlotte 

Nov. 12 at Old Dominion 
Nov. 19 at North Texas 
Nov. Louisiana Tech 
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UTEP (5-7, 3-5) 
Et Paso, TX 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. Southern Miss 
Oct. 1  atLouisiana Tech 
Oct. 8 FIU 

Oct. at UTSA 

Oct. Old Dominion 
Nov, 5 Houston Baptist 
Nov. 12 at Florida Atlantic 
Nov. 19  atRice 

Nov, North Texas 


New Mexico State 
at Texas 
Army 


UTSA (3-9, 3-5] 

San Antonio, TX 

Sept. 3 Alabama State 

at Colorado State 
Arizona State 

at Old Dominion 
Southern Miss 

at Rice 

UTEP 

North Texas 

at Middle Tennessee 
at Louisiana Tech 
at Texas A&M 
Charlotte 


WESTERN KENTUCKY 
(12-2, 8-0) 

Bowling Green, KY 

Sept. 3 Rice 

Sept. at Alabama 

Sept. at Miami (Ohio) 
Sept. Vanderbilt 

Oct. 1 Houston Baptist 
Oct. 8 atLouisiana Tech 
Oct. 15 at Middle Tennessee 
Oct. Old Dominion 
Oct. at Florida Atlantic 
Nov. 5 FIU 

Nov. North Texas 

Nov. at Marshall 


AKRON (8-5, 5-3) 
Akron, OH 
VMI 


at Wisconsin 

at Marshall 
Appalachian State 
at Kent State 
Miami (Ohio) 
Western Michigan 
at Ball State 

at Buffalo 

Toledo 

Bowling Green 

at Ohio 


BALL STATE (3-9, 2-6] 
Muncie, IN 

at Georgia State 
at Indiana 
Eastern Kentucky 
at Florida Atlantic 
Northern Illinois 
at Central Michigan 
at Buffalo 

Akron 

Western Michigan 
Eastern Michigan 
at Toledo 

at Miami (Ohio) 


Nov. 1 


BOWLING GREEN (10-4, 7-1) 
Bowling Green, OH 

Sept. at Ohio State 

Sept. 10 North Dakota 
Sept. 17 Middle Tennessee 
Sept. at Memphis 

Oct. 1 Eastern Michigan 
Oct. 8 atOhio 

Oct. 15 at Toledo 

Oct. Miami (Ohio) 

Nov. 1 at Northern Illinois 
Nov. 9 atAkron 

Nov, Kent State 

Nov. Buffalo 
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BUFFALO (5-7, 3-5) 


Albany 

at Nevada 

Army 

at Boston College 
Kent State 

Ball State 

at Northern Illinois 
Akron 

at Ohio 

Miami (Ohio) 

at Western Michigan 
at Bowling Green 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN (7-6, 6-2) 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 

Presbyterian 

at Oklahoma State 
UNLV 

at Virginia 
Western Michigan 
Ball State 

at Northern Illinois 
at Toledo 

Kent State 

at Miami [Ohiol 
Ohio 

at Eastern Michigan 


Mississippi Valley St. 
at Missouri 

at Charlotte 
Wyoming 

at Bowling Green 
Toledo 

at Ohio 

at Western Michigan 
Miami (Ohio) 

at Ball State 
Northern Illinois 
Central Michigan 


KENT STATE (3-9, 2-6) 


at Penn State 
North Carolina A&T 
Monmouth 

at Alabama 

Akron 

at Buffalo 

at Miami (Ohio) 
Ohio 

at Central Michigan 
Western Michigan 
at Bowling Green 
Northern Illinois 


MIAMI (OHIO) (4-8, 3-5) 


at lowa 

Eastern Illinois 
Western Kentucky 
at Cincinnati 

Ohio 

at Akron 

Kent State 

at Bowling Green 
at Eastern Michigan 
Central Michigan 
at Buffalo 

Ball State 


at Wyoming 

at South Florida 
San Diego State 
Western Illinois 

at Ball State 

at Western Michigan 
Central Michigan 
Buffalo 

Bowling Green 

vs. Toledo # 

at Eastern Michigan 
at Kent State 


OHIO (8-5, 5-3) FRESNO STATE (3-8, 2-6) 
Athens, OH Fresno, CA 
Sept. 3 Texas State Sept. 3  atNebraska 
Sept. 10 at Kansas Sept. 10 Sacramento State 
Sept. 17 at Tennessee Sept. 17 at Toledo 
Sept. 24 Gardner-Webb Sept. 24 Tulsa 
Oct. 1 at Miami (Ohio) Oct. 1 atUNLV 
Oct. 8 Bowling Green Oct. 8 atNevada 
Oct. 15 Eastern Michigan Oct. 15 San Diego State 
Oct. 22 at Kent State Oct. 22 at Utah State 
Oct. 27 at Toledo Oct. 29 Air Force 
Nov. 3 Buffalo Nov. 5  atColorado State 
Nov. 15  atCentral Michigan Nov. 19 Hawaii 
Nov. 22 Akron Nov. 26 San Jose State 
TOLEDO (10-2, 6-2) HAWAII (3-10, 0-8) 
Toledo, OH Honolulu, HI 
Sept. 3  atArkansasState Aug. 27 vs. California # 
Sept. 10 Maine Sept. 3  atMichigan 
Sept. 17 Fresno State Sept. 10 Tennessee-Martin 
Sept. 30 at BYU Sept. 17 at Arizona 
Oct. 8 atEasternMichigan Oct. 1 Nevada 
Oct. 15 Bowling Green Oct. 8  atSan Jose State 
Oct. 22 CentralMichigan Oct. 15 UNLV 
Oct. 27 Ohio Oct. 22 atAir Force 
Nov, 2  atAkron Oct. 29 New Mexico 
Nov. 9 vs.Northernllinois# Nov. 5  atSan Diego State 
Nov. 16 Ball State Nov. 12 Boise State 
Nov, 25 atWestern Michigan Nov. 19 at Fresno State 
#Chicago, IL Nov. 26 Massachusetts 
a — rir, Drees 
WESTERN MICHIGAN (8-5, 6-2) 
Kalamazoo, MI NEVADA (7-6, 4-4) 
Sept. 3  atNorthwestern Reno, NV 
Sept. 10 N.CarolinaCentral Sept. 3 Cal Poly 
Sept. 17 at Illinois Sept. 10 at Notre Dame 
Sept. 24 GeorgiaSouthern Sept. 17 Buffalo 
Oct. 1 atCentralMichigan Sept. 24 at Purdue 
Oct. 8 Northernillinois Oct. 1 atHawaii 
Oct. 15  atAkron Oct. 8 Fresno State 
Oct. 22 Eastern Michigan Oct. 15 atSan Jose State 
Nov. 1  atBall State Oct. 22 Wyoming — 
Nov. 8 atKentState Nov. 5  atNew Mexico 
Nov. 19 Buffalo Nov. 12 San Diego State 
Nov. 25 Toledo Nov. 19 Utah State 
Nov. 26 atUNLV 
AIR FORCE (8-6, 6-2) NEW MEXICO (7-6, 5-3] 
Colorado Springs, CO Albuquerque, NM 
Sept. 3 Abilene Christian Sept. South Dakota 
Georgia State Sept. 10 at New Mexico State 
at Utah State Sept. 17 at Rutgers 
Navy Oct. 1 San Jose State 
at Wyoming _ Oct. 8 Boise State 
He lewMexico# Qct. 15 vs. Air Force # 
wall Oct. 22 UL Monroe 
iy Pe Namie Oct. 29 at Hawaii 
Nov. 5 Nevada 
Colorado State = Noy, 12 at Utah State 
esa! rina hcg Nov. 19 at Colorado State 
po an alse state Nov, 26 Wyoming 
eee #Dallas, TX 
BOISE STATE (9-4, 5-3) San DIEGO STATE (11-3, 8-0) 
Sept. at UL Lafayette 58M Diego, CA ; 
Sept. 10 Washington State Sept. 3 New Hampshire 
Sept. 24 atOregonState Sept 10 California 
Oct. 1 Utah State sip i niin etry 
Oct. 8 atNew Mexico ct. at South Alabama 
Oct. 15 Colorado State Oct. 8 UNLV 
Oct. 20 BYU Oct. 15 es Lue cee 
Oct. 29 atWyomin Oct. 22 San Jose State 
No. 5 San Jose Stale Oct. 29 at Utah State 
re He at Hawaii ov. 5 Hawaii 
lov, Nov. 12 at Nevada 
Nov. 26 at Air Force Nov. 19  atWyoming 
_—$—$<_< << ( Noy, 25  Coloradt State 
COLORADO STATE (7-6, 5-3) 0 
collar in Colorado # SAN JOSE STATE (6-7, 4-4) 
Sept. 10 UTSA Sent ae at Tulsa 
Sept. 17 Northern Colorado Sept. 10 Portland State 
Sept. 24 at Minnesota Sept. 17 Utah 
Oct. 1 Wyoming Sept. 24 at lowa State 
Oct. 8 Utah State Och. 1 at New Mexico 
Oct. 15 at Boise State : a 
Oct. 22 at UNLV ee ye, Me 
Nov. 5 Fresno State Oct. 15 Nevada 
lov. 12. atAirForce Oct. 22 atSan Diego State 
Nov. 19 New Mexico Oct, 27 UNLV 
Nov. 26 atSanDiegoState Nov. 5 at Boise State 
Denver, CO Nov. 19 Air Force 


at Fresno State 


UNLV (3-9, 2-6) 

Las Vegas, NV 

Sept. 1 Jackson State 
Sept. 10 atUCLA 

Sept. 17 at Central Michigan 
Sept. 24 Idaho 

Oct. 1 Fresno State 

Oct. 8 atSan Diego State 
Oct. 15 at Hawaii 

Oct. 22 Colorado State 
Oct. 29  atSan Jose State 
Nov. 12 Wyoming 

Nov. 18 at Boise State 
Nov. 26 Nevada 


Weber State 

at USC 
Arkansas State 
Air Force 

at Boise State 
at Colorado State 
Fresno State 
San Diego State 
at Wyoming 
New Mexico 

at Nevada 

at BYU 


WYOMING (2-10, 2-6) 


Laramie, WY 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov, 26 


Northern Illinois 
at Nebraska 

UC Davis 

at Eastern Michigan 
at Colorado State 
Air Force 

at Nevada 

Boise State 

Utah State 

at UNLV 

San Diego State 
New Mexico 


ARIZONA (7-6, 3-6) 


Tucson, AZ 

Sept. 3 vs. BYU# 
Sept. 10 Grambling State 
Sept. 17 Hawaii 

Sept. 24 Washington 

at UCLA 


Stanford 

at Washington State 
Colorado 

at Oregon State 
Nov. 25 Arizona State 


#Glendale, AZ 


ARIZONA STATE (6-7, 4-5) 


Tempe, AZ 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 


Northern Arizona 
Texas Tech 

at UTSA 
California 

at USC 

UCLA 

at Colorado 
Washington State 
at Oregon 

Utah 

at Washington 

at Arizona 


CALIFORNIA (8-5, 4-5) 


Berkeley, CA 

vs. Hawaii # 

at San Diego State 
Texas 

at Arizona State 
Utah 

at Oregon State 
Oregon 

at USC 
Washington 

at Washington State 
Stanford 

Nov, 26 UCLA 

#Sydney, Australia 
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COLORADO (4-9, 2-7] 
Boulder, CO 
Sept. 2 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 


vs. Colorado State # 
Idaho State 

at Michigan 

at Oregon 
Oregon State 

at USC 

Arizona State 

at Stanford 

UCLA 

at Arizona 
Washington State 
Utah 


Nov. 12 


UC Davis 
Virginia 

at Nebraska 
Colorado 

at Washington State 
Washington 

at California 
Arizona State 
at USC 
Stanford 

at Utah 

at Oregon State 


OREGON STATE (2-10, 0-9) 


Corvallis, OR 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct, iT 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. § 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 


at Minnesota 
Idaho State 
Boise State 

at Colorado 
California 
Utah 

at Washington 
Washington State 
at Stanford 

at UCLA 
Arizona 
Oregon 


STANFORD (12-2, 8-1) 


Stanford, CA 
Sept. 2 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 atUCLA 

Sept. 30 at Washington 
Oct. 8 Washington State 
Oct. 15  atNotre Dame 
Oct. 22 Colorado 

Oct. 29 atArizona 

Nov. 5 Oregon State 
Nov, 12 at Oregon 

at California 

Rice 


Kansas State 
usc 


Nov. 26 


UCLA (8-5, 5-4) 
Los Angeles, CA 
Sept. 3 at Texas A&M 
Sept. 10 UNLV 

Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Nov. 3 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 


at BYU 

Stanford 

Arizona 

at Arizona State 

at Washington State 
Utah 

at Colorado 
Oregon State 

USC 


at California 


USC (8-6, 6-2) 

Los Angeles, CA 

Sept. 3 vs. Alabama # 
Sept. 10 Utah State 
Sept. 17 at Stanford 
Sept. 23 at Utah 

Oct. 1 Arizona State 
Oct. 8 Colorado 
Oct. 15 atArizona 
Oct. 27 California 
Nov. 5 Oregon 
Nov. 12 at Washington 
Nov. 19 at UCLA 
Nov. 26 Notre Dame 
#Arlington, TX 


UTAH (10-3, 6-3) 

Salt Lake City, UT 

Sept. 1 Southern Utah 
Sept. 10 BYU 

Sept. 17 at San Jose State 
Sept. 23 USC 

Oct. 1  atCalifornia 
Oct. 8 Arizona 

Oct. 15 at Oregon State 
Oct. 22 atUCLA 

Oct. 29 Washington 
Nov. 10  atArizona State 
Nov. 19 Oregon 

Nov. 26 atColorado 


WASHINGTON (7-6, 5-4) 
Seattle, WA 

Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 25 


Rutgers 

Idaho 
Portland State 
at Arizona 
Stanford 

at Oregon 
Oregon State 
at Utah 

at California 


Arizona State 
at Washington State 


WASHINGTON STATE (9-4, 6-3] 
Pullman, WA 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 


Eastern Washington 
at Boise State 
Idaho 

Oregon 

at Stanford 

UCLA 


at Arizona State 
at Oregon State 
Arizona 
California 

at Colorado 
Washington 


ALABAMA (14-1, 7-1] 
Tuscaloosa, AL 

Sept. vs, USC # 
Sept. 10 Western Kentucky 
Sept. 17 at Ole Miss 
Sept. 24 Kent State 
Oct. 1 Kentucky 

Oct. 8 atArkansas 

at Tennessee 
Texas A&M 

at LSU 
Mississippi State 
Chattanooga 
Auburn 
#Arlington, TX 


ARKANSAS (8-5, 5-3) 
Fayetteville, AR 
Sept. 3 Louisiana Tech 
Sept. 10 at TCU 

Sept. 17 Texas State 

Sept. 24 vs. Texas A&M # 
Oct. 1 vs. Alcorn State % 
Oct. 8 Alabama 

Ole Miss 

at Auburn 

Florida 

LSU 

at Mississippi State 
Nov. 26 at Missouri 
#Arlington, TX %Little Rock, AR 


AUBURN (7-6, 2-6] 
Auburn, AL 

Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Ort. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov, 19 
Nov. 26 


Clemson 
Arkansas State 
Texas A&M 
LSU 

UL Monroe 

at Mississippi State 
Arkansas 

at Ole Miss 
Vanderbilt 

at Georgia 
Alabama A&M 
at Alabama 


Hurd: Patrick Murphy-Racey; Kizer: Bruce Schwartzman 


FLORIDA (10-4, 7-1) 


Gainesville, FL 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oot I 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 
#Jacksonville, 


GEORGIA (10-3, 5-3) 


Athens, GA 


Nov. 26 


Massachusetts 
Kentucky 
North Texas 

at Tennessee 
at Vanderbilt 
LSU 


Missouri 

vs. Georgia # 
at Arkansas 
South Carolina 
Presbyterian 
at Florida State 
FL 


vs. North Carolina # 
Nicholls State 

at Missouri 

at Ole Miss 
Tennessee 

at South Carolina 
Vanderbilt 

vs, Florida % 

at Kentucky 
Auburn 

UL Lafayette 
Georgia Tech 


#Atlanta, GA %Jacksonville, FL 


KENTUCKY (5-7, 2-6) 


Lexington, KY 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 


LSU (9-3, 5 
Baton Rouge, 
Sept. 3 


Nov. 24 


Southern Miss 
at Florida 

New Mexico State 
South Carolina 
at Alabama 
Vanderbilt 
Mississippi State 
at Missouri 
Georgia 

at Tennessee 
Austin Peay 

at Louisville 


3) 

LA 

vs. Wisconsin # 
Jacksonville State 
Mississippi State 
at Auburn 
Missouri 

at Florida 
Southern Miss 
Ole Miss 
Alabama 

at Arkansas 
South Alabama 
at Texas A&M 


#Green Bay, WI 


MISSISSIPPI STATE (9-4, 4-4) 


Starkville, MS 
Sept. 3 


Nov. 26 
#Foxboro, MA 


South Alabama 
South Carolina 
at LSU 

vs. Massachusetts # 
Auburn 

at BYU 

at Kentucky 
Samford 

Texas A&M 

at Alabama 
Arkansas 

at Ole Miss 


MISSOURI (5-7, 1-7] 


Columbia, MO 
Sept. 3 


at West Virginia 
Eastern Michigan 
Georgia 
Delaware State 
at LSU 

at Florida 

Middle Tennessee 
Kentucky 

at South Carolina 
Vanderbilt 

at Tennessee 
Arkansas 


OLE MISS (10-3, 6-2) 
Oxford, MS x 
Sept. 5 vs, Florida State # ¢ 
Sept. 10 Wofford . 
Sept. 17 Alabama 

Sept. 24 Georgia 

Oct. 1 Memphis 

Oct. 15 atArkansas 
Oct. 22 atLSU 

Oct. 29 Auburn 

Nov. 5 Georgia Southern 
Nov. 12 at Texas A&M 
Nov. 19 at Vanderbilt 
Nov. 26 Mississippi State 
#Orlando, FL 


SOUTH CAROLINA (3-9, 1-7) 
Columbia, SC 

Sept. 1  atVanderbilt 
Sept. 10 at Mississippi State 
Sept. 17 East Carolina 
Sept. 24 at Kentucky 

Oct. 1 Texas A&M 

Oct. 8 Georgia 

Oct. 22 Massachusetts 
Oct. 29 Tennessee 

Nov. 5 Missouri 

Nov. 12  atFlorida 

Nov. 19 Western Carolina 
Nov, 26 atClemson 


~ceecclop mal > ARKANSAS STATE (9-4, 8-0) UL LAF 4-8, 3- 

Up es (9-4, 5-3) Jonesboro, AR mri pe 

noxville, ‘ Sept. 3 Toledo Sept. 3 Boise State a, 

Sept. 3 Appalachian State Sept, 10 at Auburn Sept 10 McNeese State 7 

Sept. 10 vs. Virginia Tech # Sept. 17 at UtahState Sept. 17 ‘South Alabama im J 
Sept. 17 Ohio Sept. 24 Central Arkansas Sept, 24 at Tulane ae 
Sept. 24 Florida Oct. 5 GeorgiaSouthern Oct, 1 atNew Mexico ~ emt 6 

Oct. 1 at Georgia Oct. 15 SouthAlabama State 

Oct. 8 at Texas A&M Oct. 29 UL Monroe Oct. 12 Appalachian WW , 

Oct. 15 Alabama Nal. allatGedrola Sea” teleie DESHONE KIZER, NOTRE DAME 


Oct. 29 atSouth Carolina Nov, 12 NewMexicoState Oct. 22 at Texas State 


Nov. 5 TennesseeTech Noy 17 at Troy Nove Be lidaho 
Now 12 Kentuhy No 2 atULLafaytte Nov. 12. atGeurgiaSouthern TEXASSTATE(3-9,2-6) TROY 4-8, 38 
OV, ISsourt Dec. 3 at Texas State Nov. 19 at Georgia clade A ; roy, AL ‘ 
Nov. 26 at Vanderbilt Nov. 26 Arkansas State ear 3 at re Sept. 3 Austin Peay 
pry GEORGIASOUTHERN 9-4, 6:2] ec, 3 at UL Monroe Sept, 24 Houston | Sent 17 at Southern Miss 

rye bot —————————— (ct. 1 IncarnateWord Sept. 24 New Mexico State 
TEXAS A&M (8-5, 4-4) Sept. 3 Savannah State ULMONROE(2-11, 1-7) Oct. 8 atGeorgiaStale Oct. 1. at idaho 
Sept > UCLA sis 10 atSouth Alabama — Monroe, LA Oct. 15 atUL Monroe Oct. 15 Georgia State 
Sent. 10.) ‘Prairie View ept. 17 ULMonroe Sept. 3 Southern Oct. 22 UL Lafayette Oct. 20 at South Alabama 
Sept. 17 at Auburn Sept, 24 atWestern Michigan Sept. 10 at Oklahoma Nov. 5 atAppalachianState Nov, 5 Massachusetts 
Sept. 24 vs. Arkansas # ct, 5 atArkansas State Sept. 17 at Georgia Southern Nov, 12 Idaho Nov. 12 Appalachian State 
Oct. 1 at South Carolina Oct, 15 atGeorgiaTech = Oct. 1 at Auburn Nov. 19 atNew Mexico State Nov. 17 Arkansas State 
Oct, 8 Tennessee a 2 at New Mexico State Oct. 8 Idaho Nov. 26 Troy Nov. 26 at Texas State 
Oct. 22 atAlabama ct. 27 Appalachian State Oct. 15 Texas State Dec. 3 ArkansasState © Dec. 3 at Georgia Southern 

’ Nov. 5 at Ole Miss Oct. 22 atNew Mexico 
Oct. 29 New Mexico State Nov. 12. ULLaf 
Nov. 5  atMississippi State \C™ afayette Oct. 29 atArkansas State 
lhe Nov. 19 at Georgia State 5 
Nov. 12 Ole Miss hee ee 9 Nov. South Alabama 
Nov. 19 UTSA ec. roy Nov, 12 at Georgia State 
Nov. 24 LSU —_________ Nov. 19 atAppalachian State ARMY (2-10) MASSACHUSETTS 
#Arlington, TX GEORGIA STATE (6-7, 5-3) Dec. 3 ULLafayette Sent ot a Temple (3-8, a eek 
= see ———— ee G t mherst, ; 
VANDERBILT (4-8, 2- Sept. 2 Ball State NEW MEXICO STATE (3-9, 3-5) SePt: 10 Rice Sept. 3 at Florida 
peters oo) Sept. 10 at Air Force Las Cruces, NM Bae) ome iy * eee Sept. 10 Boston College # 
Sept. 1 SouthCaroling Sept. 17 at Wisconsin Sept. 3  atUTEP a ; 5 rae Sept. 17 FIU 
Sept. 10 Middle Tennessee Oct 1 at Appalachian State Sept. 10 New Mexico ne 4 aes e Sept. 24 Mississippi State # 
Sept. 17 atGeorgiaTech Oct. 8 Texas State Sept. 17 at Kentucky oe 79 afayette Oct. 1 Tulane# 
Sept. 24 atWesternKentucky Oct. 15 at Troy _ Sept. 24 at Troy ro "9 bee Oct. 8 at Old Dominion 
Oct. 1 Florida Oct. 22 Tennessee-Martin Oct. 1 ULLafayette ay 5 i F Forest = Oct, 15 Louisiana Tech # 
Oct. 8 atKentucky Oct. 29 atSouthAlabama Oct. 15 at Idaho Nov PY s Notre D ‘ Oct. 22 at South Carolina 
Oct. 15 atGeorgia Nov. 3 ArkansasState Oct. 22 Georgia Southern Now 9 Hr} ad ame Oct. 27 Wagner 
Oct. 22 Tennessee State Nov. 12 UL Monroe Oct. 29 at Texas A&M Bat 0 organ state Nov, 5 at Troy 
Nov. 5 atAuburn Nov. 19 GeorgiaSouthern Nov, 12 atArkansasState Ve vs. Navy % Nov, 19 atBYU 
Nov. 12 at Missouri Dec. 3  atldaho Nov. 19 Texas State #San Antonio, TX %eBaltimore, MD Nov. 26 at Hawaii 
Nov. 19 Ole Miss —____ Nov, 26 Appalachian State $ #Foxboro, MA 
Nov. 26 Tennessee IDAHO (4-8, 3-5) Dec. 3  atSouthAlabama ary (9-4) WORELOENGS 
Moscow, ID Se . Sy 
Sept. 1 MontanaState SOUTH ALABAMA(5-7, 3-5) Set. 3. vs.Arizona# South Bend, IN 

APPALACHIAN STATE (10-3, 7-1) Sept. 10 at Washington Mobile, AL Sept. 10 at Utah Sept. 4 at Texas 
Boone, NC Sept. 17 atWashington State Sept, 3 at Mississippi State Bid is are 1 Sept. 10 Nevada 
Sept. 3 at Tennessee Sept. 24 at UNLV Sept. 10 Georgia Southern a 30 Tal ri Irginia% Sept. 17 Michigan State 
Sept. 10 Old Dominion Oct. 1 Troy Sept. 17 at UL Lafayette i 8 * Miché 5 Sept. 24 Duke 
Sept. 17 Miami Oct. 8 atUL Monroe Sept. 24 Nicholls State a 1 re! ic oan Oct. 1 vs. Syracuse # 
Sept. 24 at Akron Oct. 15 NewMexicoState Oct. 1 San Diego State iy 0 gc iceaty tate Oct. 8 atNCState 
Oct. 1 Georgia State Oct. 22 atAppalachianState Oct. 15 at Arkansas State Ni ; at Boise State Oct. 15 Stanford 
Oct. 12 atULLafayette Nov, 5 atULLafayette  Qct. 20 Troy ree o : rial Oct, 29 Miami 
Oct. 22 Idaho Nov, 12 at Texas State Oct. 29 Georgia State Now 5 rae aks Uta Nov. 5 vs, Navy % 
Oct. 27 atGeorgia Southern Nov. 26 South Alabama Nov. 5 atUL Monroe Novy 6 Utah eG usetts Nov, 12 vs, Army & 
Nov. 5 Texas State Dec. 3 Georgia State Nov. 19 atLSU bons ae tate ‘ Nov, 19 Virginia Tech 
nee i ye Nov. 26 atldaho endale, AZ SsLandover, M pea ae 
ov, jonroe ; } ; 
Nov. 26 at Nave Mesten State Dis, Saree sae Jacksonville, FL &San Antonio, TX 
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TOP RECRUITING presented by 


REPORT = | 


24 FP COITIPOSITE 


Player High School (Hometown) 0S V School Player High School (Hometown) School 
1. Rashan Gary Paramus Catholic (Plainfield, NJ} OT 6-5 293 Michigan 51. Brian Burns American Heritage (Ft. Lauderdale, FL) DE 6-5 222 Florida State 
2. Dexter Lawrence — Wake Forest (Wake Forest, NC) OL 6-5 340 Clemson 52. N'Keal Harry Chandler (Chandler, AZ} WR 6-4 200 Arizona State 
3, Greg Little Allen (Allen, TX) OL 6-6 326 Ole Miss 53. Deontay Anderson Manvel (Manvel, TX} DB 6-1 212 Ole Miss 
4, Shea Patterson IMG Academy (Shreveport, LA} OB 6-2 198 Ole Miss 54. Feleipe Franks Wakulla (Crawfordville, FL) QB 6-6 214 Florida 
5. Jacob Eason Lake Stevens (Lake Stevens, WA) OB 6-5 211 Georgia 55. Eric Monroe North Shore (Houston, TX) DB 6-0 185 LSU 
6. Ed Oliver Westfield (Houston, TX} DT 6-2 290 Houston 56. Justin Madubuike McKinney North (McKinney, TX) DL 6-3 245 Texas A&M 
7. Levonta Taylor Ocean Lakes (Virginia Beach, VA} CB 5-11 175 Florida State 57. Tre Lamar Roswell (Roswell, GA) LB 6-4 240 Clemson 
8. Nick Bosa IMG Academy (Ft. Lauderdale, FL) DL 6-4 265 Ohio State 58. Nigel Warrior Peachtree Ridge (Duluth, GA} S 6-0 186 Tennessee 
9. Derrick Brown Lanier (Sugar Hill, GA) DL 6-4 315 Auburn 59. Jeffrey McCulloch Davis (Houston, TX) 1B 6-2 234 Texas 
10. Ben Davis Gordo (Gordon, AL) LB 6-4 240 Alabama 60. Trayvon Mullen Coconut Creek [Pompano Beach, Fl] OB 6-3 176 Clemson 
11. Mique Juarez North High School (Torrance, CA) 1B 6-2 230 UCLA 61. Brandon Peters Avon (Avon, IN} OB 6-5 210 Michigan 
12. Isaac Nauta IMG Academy (Buford, GA) TE 6-4 237 Georgia 62. Nigel Knott Germantown (Madison, MS] DB 5-11 180 Alabama 
13. Mecole Hardman —_ Elbert County (Bowman, GA) DB 5-11 180 Georgia 63. Michael Divinity John Ehret (Marrero, LA) LB 6-3 224 LSU 
14. Demetris Robertson Savannah Christian (Savannah, GA) WR 5-11 174 - 64. Terrell Hall St, John’s (Washington, OC} 1B 6-5 245 Alabama 
15, Lyndell Wilson Carver (Montgomery, AL) LB 6-2 240 Alabama 65. David Long Loyola (Los Angeles, CA) CB 6-0 187 Michigan 
16. Oluwole Betiku _Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) OL 6-3 250 USC 66. Edwin Alexander St. Thomas Aquinas (Hammond, LA} OT 6-2 333 (SU 
17. Jonah Williams Folsom (Folsom, CA) OL 6-5 290 Alabama 67. Shavar Manuel IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) OT 6-4 289 ‘Florida State 
18. McTelvin Agim Hope (Texarkana, TX) DE 6-3 280 Arkansas 68. Julian Rochester —McEachern (Powder Springs, GA) DL 6-5 327 Georgia 
19. Jeffery Simmons — Noxubee County (Macon, MS) DL 6-4 275 Mississippi State 69. Michael Pittman — Oaks Christian (Woodland Hills,CA) WR 6-4 210 USC 
20. Miles Sanders Woodland Hills (Pittsburgh, PA) RB 5-11 195 Penn State 70. Curtis Robinson Mater Dei {Irvine, CA) LB 6-3 215 Stanford 
21. Kristian Fulton Archbishop Rummel (Metairie, LA) DB 6-0 178 LSU 71. Shyheim Carter Kentwood (Kentwood, LA) CB 6-0 190 Alabama 
22. Jack Jones Long Beach Poly {Long Beach, CA) DB 5-11 170 USC 72. Kyle Davis Archer (Loganville, GA) WR 6-2 208 Auburn 
23. Rashard Lawrence Neville (Monroe, LA} OT 6-3 310 LSU 73. Terrance Davis DeMatha (Temple Hills, MD) OL 6-3 320 Maryland 
24. Benito Jones Wayne County (Waynesboro, MS) OT 6-1 305 Ole Miss 74. Devin Asiasi De La Salle (Concord, CA} TE 6-4 265 Michigan 
25. Caleb Kelly Clovis West (Fresno, CA) 1B 6-3 225 Oklahoma 75. Erick Fowler Manor (Manor, TX) 1B 6-1 240 Texas 
26. Antonneous Clayton Dooly County (Vienna, GA) DL 6-3 235 Florida 76. Austin Mack Bishop Luers (Ft. Wayne, IN) WR 6-2 210 Ohio State 
27. Tommy Kraemer Elder (Cincinnati, OH) OL 6-5 310 — Notre Dame 77. Jarrett Guarantano Bergen Catholic (Lodi, NJ) OB 6-4 205 Tennessee 
28. Michal Menet Exeter Township (Birdsboro, PA) OL 6-4 285 Penn State 78, Shag Smith St. Frances (Towson, MD) 1B 6-3 242 Clemson 
29. Tavien Feaster Spartanburg (Spartanburg, SC) RB 6-0 205 Clemson 79. Landon Young Lafayette (Lexington, KY} OL 6-7 306 Kentucky 
30. Marlon Davidson —_ Greenville (Greenville, AL) DL 6-3 281 Auburn 80. Liam Eichenberg —_St. Ignatius (Cleveland, OH) OL 6-6 280  — Notre Dame 
31. Landon Dickerson South Caldwell (Hickory, NC) OL 6-5 315 — Florida State 81. Lamar Jackson Franklin {Elk Grove, CA) DB 6-3 195 Nebraska 
32. Jonathon Cooper Lincoln (Gahanna, OH) DE 6-3 224 Ohio State 82. Sam Bruce St. Thomas Aquinas (Ft. Lauderdale, FL) WR 5-8 180 Miami 
33. Tyrie Cleveland Westfield (Houston, TX) WR 6-2 194 Florida 83. Raekwon Davis Meridian (Meridian, MS) DL 6-7 325 Alabama 
34. Tyler Vaughns Bishop Amat (Covina, CA} WR 6-2 180 USC 84. EJ. Price Archer (Dacula, GA) OL 6-6 325 USC 
35. B.J, Emmons Freedom (Morganton, NC) RB 6-0 220 Alabama 85. Janarius Robinson Bay (Panama City, FL) DE 6-4 249 — Florida State 
36. Devin Duvernay Sachse (Sachse, TX) WR 5-9 196 Baylor 86. Tyler Byrd Naples (Naples, FL) OB 6-0 195 Tennessee 
37. Kaden Smith Marcus (Flower Mound, TX) TE 6-5 250 Stanford 87, Dwayne Haskins The Bullis School (Potomac, MD) QB 6-3 204 Ohio State 
38. A.J. Brown Starkville (Starkville, MS) WR 6-1 225 Ole Miss 88. Michael Onwenu Cass Technical (Detroit, Ml) OL 6-3 350 Michigan 
39. Ben Bredeson Arrowhead (Hartland, Wi) OL 6-5 293 Michigan 89. Keandre Jones Good Counsel (Olney, MD) \B 6-3 205 Ohio State 
40. Brandon Jones Nacogdoches (Nacogdoches, TX) OB 6-0 195 Texas 90. Dontavious Jackson Alief Elsik (Houston, TX) LB 6-2 252 ‘Florida State 
41, Shane Simmons DeMatha (Laurel, MD) DL 6-3 220 Penn State 91. Ben Cleveland Stephens County (Toccoa, GA) OL 6-6 345 Georgia 
42. Baveon Johnson —_Lake Gibson (Lakeland, FL) OL 6-3 346 ‘Florida State 92. Carter Coughlin Eden Prairie (Eden Prairie, MN) \B 6-3 220 Minnesota 
43, Nate Craig-Myers Tampa Catholic (Dade City, FL) WR 6-2 206 Auburn 93. Kendell Jones Shoemaker (Killeen, TX) DL 6-5 350 Alabama 
44, Demario McCall North Ridgeville (North Ridgeville, OH) RB 5-11 180 Ohio State 94. Jamel Cook Miami Central (Miami, FL) DB 6-3 185 USC 
45. Chauncey Gardner Cocoa (Cocoa, FL) DB 5-11 197 Florida 95. Josh King Hinsdale South (Darien, IL) DE 6-6 230 Michigan State 
46. K.J. Costello Santa Margarita (Coto de Caza, CA) OB 6-5 220 Stanford 96. Dewah Whaley Central (Beaumont, TX) RB 6-0 210 Arkansas 
47. Saivion Smith IMG Academy (St. Petersburg, FL) OB 6-3 191 LSU 97. Byron Murphy Saguaro (Scottsdale, AZ} DB 5-11 172 — Washington 
48. Malik Henry Long Beach Poly (Inglewood, CA) QB 6-3 185 Florida State 98. Xavier Kelly East (Wichita, KS) DE 6-5 255 Clemson 
49. Antwuan Jackson Cedar Grove (Ellenwood, GA} OL 6-2 308 Auburn 99. Binjimen Victor © Coconut Creek (Ft. Lauderdale, FL) WR 6-4 173 Ohio State 
50. Patrick Hudson —_ Silsbee (Silsbee, TX) OL 6-4 325 Baylor 100. Kareem Walker De Paul Catholic (Wayne, NJ) RB 6-1 210 Michigan 


208 ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2016 


presented by — 


TOP REGRUITING 


REPORT Wrangler 


High School (Hometown) S A School High School (Hometown) ‘ t W School 
101. Auston Robertson Wayne (Ft. Wayne, IN) DE 6-5 260 Michigan State 151. John Simpson Ft. Dorchester (North Charleston,SC) OL 6-4 290 Clemson 
102. Theo Howard Westlake (Westlake Village, CA) WR 6-0 175 UCLA 152. George Hill Hubbard (Youngstown, OH) RB 5-11 200 Pitt 
103. Marquez Callaway Warner Robins (Warner Robins,GA) OB 6-2 170 Tennessee 153. Carlos Becker Ill — Osceola (Kissimmee, FL) CB 6-2 183 ‘Florida State 
104. Tren‘Davian Dickson Navasota (Navasota, TX) WR 5-11 175 Baylor 154. Amani Bledsoe © Lawrence (Lawrence, KS) DE 6-5 265 Oklahoma 
105. Kellen Diesch Byron Nelson (Trophy Club, TX) OL 6-7 283 Texas A&M 155. Naseir Upshur Imhotep Institute (Philadelphia, PA) TE 6-2 245 — Florida State 
106. Boss Tagaloa De La Salle (Concord, CA) DL 6-2 295 UCLA 156. Simi Fehoko Brighton (Sandy, UT) WR 6-4 190 Stanford 
107. Donnie Corley MLK (Detroit, Ml) WR 6-3 185 Michigan State 157. Damian Alloway Summit (Fontana, CA) WR 5-10 170 UCLA 
108. Shag Quarterman Oakleaf (Orange Park, FL) LB 6-1 239 Miami 158, Jordan Parker Pittsburg (Pittsburg, CA) DB 6-1 170 Oklahoma 
109. Tramonda Moore + John Marshall (Oklahoma City, 0K) OL 6-4 350 Oklahoma State 159. Quinnen Williams © Wenonah (Birmingham, AL} OL 6-4 265 Alabama 
110. Javon McKinley Centennial (Corona, CA) WR 6-3 205 = Notre Dame 160. Glen Logan Destrehan (Destrehan, LA) OT 6-4 284 LSU 
111. Keith Gavin Wakulla (Crawfordville, FL) WR 6-3 219 — Florida State 161. Dillon Mitchell White Station (Memphis, TN) WR 6-1 190 Oregon 
112. DeKaylin Metcalf Oxford (Oxford, MS) WR 6-4 206 Ole Miss 162. Tyler Gerald IMG Academy {Sciotoville, OH) OL 6-5 348 Ohio State 
113. Trevon Diggs Avalon School (Gaithersburg, MD) WR 6-2 185 Alabama 163, Joshua Hemmond — Hallandale (Hallandale, FL) WR 6-1 179 Florida 
114. Chauncey Manac Clinch County (Fargo, GA) LB 6-3 255 Georgia 164, Javan Williams Archbishop Carroll (Cheltenham, MD) OL 6-6 296 — Florida State 
115. Jordan Elliott Westside (Houston, TX) DL 6-3 322 Texas 165. Elijah Holyfield Woodward Academy (College Park, GA) RB 5-11 209 Georgia 
116. Jean Delance North Mesquite (Mesquite, TX) OL 6-5 299 Texas 166. Karamo Dioubate — Prep Charter (Philadelphia, PA) DT 6-4 289 Temple 
117. John Raridon Valley [West Des Moines, IA) OL 6-4 275 Nebraska 167. Ahmir Mitchell Cedar Creek (Egg Harbor City, NJ) WR 6-3 205 Michigan 
118. Michail Carter Jackson (Jackson, GA) DL 6-3 317 Georgia 168. Antonio Williams — North Stanly (New London, NC) RB 5-11 215 Ohio State 
119. Dylan Crawford Santa Margarita (Rancho Santa Margarita, CA) WR 6-2 183 Michigan 169. Chase Claypool Abbotsford (Abbotsford, BC) WR 6-4 215 — Notre Dame 
120. Jake Hausmann Archbishop Moeller (Cincinnati, OH) TE 6-5 240 Ohio State 170. Brandon Mcllwain Council Rock North (Newtown, PA) 0B 6-0 198 South Carolina 
121. Eli Stove Niceville (Niceville, FL) WR 6-0 175 Auburn 171. Jack Allison Palmetto (Parrish, FL) OB 6-5 185 Miami 
122. Stephen Sullivan  Donaldsonville (Donaldsonville, LA) WR 6-6 228 LSU 172. Jaquan Yulee Indian River (Chesapeake, VA) LB 6-1 246 Marshall 
123. Drake Davis IMG Academy (Baton Rouge, LA) WR 6-3 212 LSU 173. Willie Allen John Curtis (River Ridge, LA) OL 6-6 303 LSU 
124. Sewo Olonitua Kingwood (Humble, TX) RB 6-3 225 TCU 174. Octavious Cooley Laurel (Laurel, MS) TE 6-3 254 Ole Miss 
125. Breland Brandt Windward {Los Angeles, CA) 1B 6-5 230 UCLA 175. Deonte Brown Austin (Decatur, AL) OL 6-4 360 Alabama 
126. Freddie Swain North Marion (Ocala, FL) WR 6-0 177 Florida 176. Jalen Hurts Channelview (Channelview, TX) OB 6-2 205 Alabama 
127. Michael Jordan Plymouth (Canton, MI) OL 6-7 316 Ohio State 177. Chris Owens Lamar (Arlington, TX) OL 6-3 315 Alabama 
128. Quartney Davis Langham Creek (Houston, TX) WR 6-2 181 Texas A&M 178. Marquill Osborne — Hough (Cornelius, NC) DB 5-11 183 Tennessee 
129. Isaiah Chambers — MacArthur (Houston, TX} DE 6-4 258 TCU 179. Dionte Mullins Gulliver Prep (Homestead, FL) WR 5-10 187 Miami 
130. Jordan Fuller Old Tappan (Old Tappan, NJ) DB 6-2 200 Ohio State 180. Darian Owens Clovis West (Fresno, CA) WR 6-0 190 UCLA 
131. Lokeni Toailoa Carter (Rialto, CA) LB 6-2 240 UCLA 181. Ellison Jordan Gilman (Upper Marlboro, MD) OL 6-0 280 Penn State 
132. Daelin Hayes Skyline (Belleville, MI) 1B 6-3 239 Notre Dame 182. Tre Nixon Viera (Viera, FL) WR 6-1 170 Ole Miss 
133. Charlie Woerner Rabun County (Tiger, GA) TE 6-5 249 Georgia 183. Chris Daniels Trinity (Euless, TX) DL 6-4 328 Texas 
134. Devin White North Webster (Springhill, LA} RB 6-1 255 LSU 184. Garrett Rand Hamilton (Chandler, AZ) OT 6-2 280 Wisconsin 
135. Lavert Hill MLK (Detroit, MI) OB 5-11 176 Michigan 185. Dee Anderson DeSoto (DeSoto, TX) WR 6-5 194 LSU 
136. Brendan Ferns St. Clairsville (St. Clairsville, OH) LB 6-3 220 = West Virginia 186. Austin Kendall Cuthbertson (Waxhaw, NC) OB 6-2 210 Oklahoma 
137. Donavaughn Campbell Ponchatoula (Ponchatoula, LA) OL 6-65 349 LSU 187. Clark Yarbrough Woodberry Forest (Rumson, NJ) OT 6-6 282 Stanford 
138. Scott Bracey Benedictine (Richmond, VA} WR 6-2 200 Duke 188. Shane Buechele Lamar (Arlington, TX) OB 6-1 190 Texas 
139. Cole Van Lanen Bay Port (Green Bay, WI) OL 6-5 280 Wisconsin 189. Khalid Kareem Harrison (Pontiac, Ml) DL 6-4 245 — Notre Dame 
140. Trevon Sidney Bishop Amat (Covina, CA) WR 5-11 170 USC 190. Luke Farrell Perry (Perry, OH) TE 6-6 240 Ohio State 
141. Drake Jackson Woodford County (Versailles, KY) OL 6-2 302 Kentucky 191. Diondre Overton Page (Greensboro, NC) WR 6-5 195 Clemson 
142. Camilo Eifler Bishop O'Dowd (Berkeley, CA) LB 6-2 214 — Washington 192. Scott Lashley West Point (West Point, MS) OL 6-7 32 Alabama 
143. Aaron Hansford St. John’s (Washington, DC) 1B 6-2 210 Texas A&M 193. Brandon Burton — Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) OB 6-1 200 UCLA 
144. Krys Barnes Liberty (Bakersfield, CA) (Bo 6-2 225 UCLA 194. Tristen Wallace DeSoto (DeSoto, TX) QB 6-4 236 Oregon 
145. Cornell Powell Rose (Greenville, NC) WR 6-1 200 Clemson 195. Rahssan Thornton Shoemaker (Killeen, TX) 1B 6-2 211 LSU 
146. Brandon Bowen Byron Nelson (Trophy Club, TX) OL 6-4 235 Baylor 196. Justin Layne Benedictine (Richmond Heights, 0H) WR 6-3 170 Michigan State 
147. Jared Mayden Sachse (Sachse, TX) DB 6-0 198 Alabama 197. Cedric Wood Godby (Tallahassee, FL) DT 6-3 303 — Florida State 
148. Damar Hamlin Central Catholic (McKees Rocks, PA) DB 6-1 185 Pitt 198. Jake Bentley Opelika (Opelika, AL] QB 6-4 219 South Carolina 
149. Ahmmon Richards Wellington (Wellington, FL) WR 6-1 181 Miami 198. Clyde Chriss Warren Easton (New Orleans, LA) WR 6-0 175 Texas A&M 
150. Josh Imatorbhebhe North Gwinnett (Suwanee, GA) WR 6-2 210 USC 199. Josh Ball Stafford (Fredericksburg, VA) OT 6-8 311 — Florida State 
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QUARTERBACKS WIDE RECEIVERS 
Player High School (Hometown) School Player High School (Hometown) School 

1. Shea Patterson IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) Ole Miss 1. Demetris Robertson Savannah Christian (Savannah, GA) -- 
2. Jacob Eason Lake Stevens (Lake Stevens, WA) 6-5 2 Georgia 2. Tyrie Cleveland Westfield (Houston, TX) 6-2 194 Florida 
3. KJ Costello St. Margarita (Coto de Caza, CA) 6-5 220 Stanford 3. Tyler Vaughns Bishop Amat (Covina, CA) 6-2 180 USC 
4. Malik Henry Long Beach Poly (Inglewood, CA) 6-3 185 Florida State 4, Devin Duvernay Sachse (Sachse, TX) 5-9 195 Baylor 
5. Feleipe Franks Wakulla (Crawfordville, FL) 6-6 = 214 Florida 5. AJ. Brown Starkville (Starkville, MS) 6-1 225 Ole Miss 
6. Brandon Peters Avon (Avon, IN) 6-5 210 Michigan 6. Nate Craig-Myers Tampa Catholic (Dade City. FL) 6-2 205 Auburn 
7. Jarrett Guarantano Bergen (Lodi, NJ) 6-4 205 Tennessee 7. NKeal Harty Chandler (Chandler, AZ} 6-4 200 Arizona State 
8. Dwayne Haskins The Bullis School (Potomac, MD) 6-3 204 Ohio State 8. Michael Pittman Oaks Christian (Woodland Hills, CA) 6-4 210 USC 
9. Brandon Mcllwain Council Rock North (Newtown, PA] 6-0 198 South Carolina 9. Kyle Davis Archer (Loganville, GA) 6-2 208 Auburn 

10. Jack Allison Palmetto (Parrish, FL) 6-5 185 Miami 10. Austin Mack Bishop Luers (Ft. Wayne, IN) 6-2 210 Ohio State 

11. Jalen Hurts Channelview (Channelview, TX) 6-2 205 Alabama 11. Sam Bruce St. Thomas Aquinas (Ft. Lauderdale, FL) 5-8 180 Miami 

12. Austin Kendall Cuthbertson (Waxhaw, NC] 6-2 210 Oklahoma 12. Binjimen Victor Coconut Creek (Ft. Lauderdale, FL) 6-6 = 173 Ohio State 

13, Shane Buechele Lamar (Arlington, TX) 6-1 190 Texas 13. Theo Howard Westlake (Westlake Village, CA) 6-0 175 UCLA 
14, Tristen Wallace DeSoto (DeSoto, TX) 6-4 236 Oregon 14. Tren'Davian Dickson Navasota (Navasota, TX) 5-11 175 Baylor 

15. Jake Bentley Opelika (Opelika, AL) 6-4 219 — South Carolina 15. Donnie Corley MLK (Detroit, Mi) 6-3 185 Michigan State 
16. Patrick O'Brien San Juan Hills (San Juan Capistrano, CA} 6-4 225 Nebraska 16. Javon McKinley Centennial (Corona, CA) 6-3 205 —Notre Dame 

17. Khalil Tate Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) 6-2 206 Arizona 17. Keith Gavin Wakulla (Crawfordville, FL) 6-3 219 Florida State 

18. Jawon Pass Carver (Columbus, GA) 6-4 209 Louisville 18. DeKaylin Metcalf Oxford (Oxford, MS) 6-4 206 Ole Miss 

19. Woody Barrett West Orange (Orlando, FL) 6-2 225 Auburn 19. Trevon Diggs Avalon School (Gaithersburg, MO) 6-2 185 Alabama 

20. Zerrick Cooper Jonesboro (Jonesboro, GA) 6-4 206 Clemson 20. Dylan Crawford Santa Margarita (Rancho Santa Margarita, CA) 6-2 183 Michigan 

21, Messiah deWeaver Wayne (Dayton, OH) 6-4 215 — Michigan State 21. Eli Stove Niceville (Niceville, FL) 6-0 © 175 Auburn 

22. Devon Modster Tesoro (Las Flores, CA) 6-2 215 UCLA 22. Stephen Sullivan Donaldsonville (Donaldsonville, LA) 6-6 228 LSU 

23. Chazz Surratt East Lincoln (Denver, NC) 6-3 210 North Carolina 23. Drake Davis IMG Academy (Baton Rouge, FL) 6-3 212 LSU 

24. Dillon Sterling-Cole Westfield (Houston, TX) 6-3 200 —Arizona State 24. Freddie Swain North Marion (Ocala, FL) 6-0 177 Florida 

25. Max Gilliam Thousand Oaks (Thousand Oaks, CA} 6-3 190 Cal 25. Quartney Davis Langham Creek (Houston, TX} 6-2 181 Texas A&M 

26. Terry Wilson Del City (Det City, OK) 6-2 187 Oregon 26. Scott Bracey Benedictine (Richmond, VA) 6-2 200 Duke 

27. Seth Green Allen (Allen, TX) 6-3 215 Minnesota 27. Trevon Sidney Bishop Amat (Covina, CA) 5-11 170 USC 

28. Zach Smith Grandview (Grandview, TX) 6-3 223 Baylor 28. Cornell Powell Rose (Greenville, NC) 6-1 200 Clemson 

29. Skylar Thompson Fort Osage [Independence, MQ) 6-2 195 — Kansas State 29, Ahmmon Richards Wellington (Wellington, FL) 6-1 181 Miami 

30. Logan Byrd Veterans (Warner Robins, GA) 6-3 229 North Carolina 30. Josh Imatorbhebhe North Gwinnett (Suwanee, GA 6-2 210 USC 

RUNNING BACKS TIGHT ENDS 
Player High School (Hometown) Ht Wt School Player High School (Hometown Ht Wt School 

1. Miles Sanders Woodland Hills (Pittsburgh, PA) 5-11 198 Penn State 1. Isaac Nauta IMG Academy (Buford, GA) 6-4 237 Georgia 
2. Tavien Feaster Spartanburg (Spartanburg, SC) 6-0 205 Clemson 2. Kaden Smith Marcus (Flower Mound, TX) 6-5 = 250 Stanford 
3. B.J. Emmons Freedom (Morganton, NC} 6-0 220 Alabama 3. Devin Asiasi De La Salle (Concord, CA) 6-4 265 Michigan 
4. Demario McCall North Ridgeville (North Ridgeville, OH) 5-11 180 Ohio State 4. Jake Hausmann Archbishop Moeller (Cincinnati, OH) 6-5 240 Ohio State 
5. Dewwah Whaley Central (Beaumont, TX) 6-0 210 Arkansas 5. Charlie Woerner Rabun County (Tiger, GA) 6-5 249 Georgia 
6. Kareem Walker De Paul Catholic (Wayne, NJ) 6-1 210 Michigan 6. Naseir Upshur Imhotep Institute (Philadelphia, PA) 6-2 245 ‘Florida State 
7. Sewo Olonilua Kingwood (Humble, TX) 6-325 TCU 7. Octavious Cooley Laurel (Laurel, MS) 6-3 254 Ole Miss 
8. Devin White North Webster (Springhill, LA) 6-1 255 LSU 8. Luke Farrell Perry (Perry, OH) 6-6 240 Ohio State 
9. George Hill Hubbard (Youngstown, OH) 5-11 200 Pitt 9. Landon Rice Calhoun (Rome, GA) 6-5 246 Auburn 
10. Elijah Holyfield Woodward Academy (College Park, GA) 5-11 209 Georgia 10. Jamal Pettigrew St. Augustine (New Orleans, LA) 6-6 218 LSU 

11. Antonio Williams North Stanly (New London, NC) 5-11 218 Ohio State 

12. Vavae Malepeai Mililani (Aiea, Hl) 5-11 195 USC 

13. Amir Rasul Coral Gables (Miami, FL) 5-10 200 ‘Florida State ISAAC NAUTA 

14. Sean McGrew St. John Bosco {Torrance, CA) §-8 178 Washington 

15. D'Vaughn Pennamon Manvel (Manvel, TX) 5-11 220 Ole Miss 

16. Travis Homer Oxbridge (West Palm Beach, FL} 5-11 180 Miami 

17. Kameron Martin Memorial (Port Arthur, TX) 5-9 180 Baylor 

18, Kyle Porter Katy (Katy, TX) 5-10 207 Texas 

19. Carlin Fils-Aime Naples (Naples, FL) 5-11 180 Tennessee 

20. Trayveon Williams C.E. King (Houston, TX) 5-9 185 Texas A&M 

21. Tony Jones Jr. IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) 5-10 216 Notre Dame 

22. Justin Connor North Panola (Sardis, MS) 5-11 190 Ole Miss 

23. Abdul Adams Hillside (Landover, MD) 5-11 205 Oklahoma 

24. Chris Evans Ben Davis (Indianapolis, IN) 5-11 186 Michigan 

25. Beau Bisharat Jesuit (Sacramento, CA) 6-2 210 Colorado 

26. Demetric Felton Great Oak (Temecula, CA) 6-10 170 UCLA 

27. Kentrail Moran O'Fallon (0'Falton, IL) 5-10 192 - 

28. Trevor Speights Memorial (Mcallen, TX) 5-10 200 Stanford 

29. Brandon Stephens Plano (Plano, TX) 6-0 201 UCLA 

30. Matthew Falcon Southfield (Southfield, Ml) 6-1 215 Western Michigan 
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1. 
2. 
3. 
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10. 
1. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 


Player 

Greg Little 
Jonah Williams 
Tommy Kraemer 
Michal Menet 
Landon Dickerson 
Ben Bredeson 
Baveon Johnson 
Patrick Hudson 
Terrance Davis 
Landon Young 


. Liam Eichenberg 
. EJ, Price 


Michael Onwenu 
Ben Cleveland 
Kellen Diesch 
Tramonda Moore 
Jean Delance 


. John Raridon 

. Michael Jordan 
. Donavaughn Campbell 
. Cole Van Lanen 
. Drake Jackson 
. John Simpson 

. Tyler Gerald 

. Javan Williams 
. Willie Allen 

. Deonte Brown 

. Chris Owens 

. Clark Yarbrough 
. Scott Lashley 


Player 
Rashan Gary 


. Dexter Lawrence 

. Ed Oliver 

. Nick Bosa 

. Derrick Brown 

. Oluwole Betiku 

. MecTelvin Agim 

. Jeffery Simmons 

. Rashard Lawrence 


Benito Jones 
Antonneous Clayton 
Marlon Davidson 
Jonathon Cooper 
Shane Simmons 
Antwuan Jackson 
Brian Burns 
Justin Madubuike 
Edwin Alexander 
Shavar Manuel 
Julian Rochester 
Raekwon Davis 
Janarius Robinson 
Kendell Jones 
Josh King 

Xavier Kelly 
Auston Robertson 
Boss Tagaloa 
Jordan Elliott 
Michail Carter 
{saiah Chambers 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


High School (Hometown) 
Allen (Allen, TX) 

Folsom (Folsom, CA) 

Elder (Cincinnati, OH) 

Exeter Township (Birdsboro, PA) 
South Caldwell (Hickory, NC) 
Arrowhead (Hartland, Wi) 

Lake Gibson (Lakeland, FL) 
Silsbee, TX (Silsbee, TX) 
DeMatha (Temple Hills, MD) 
Lafayette (Lexington, KY] 

St. Ignatius (Cleveland, OH) 
Archer (Dacula, GA) 

Cass Technical (Detroit, MI) 
Stephens County (Toccoa, GA) 
Byron Nelson {Trophy Club, TX) 
John Marshall (Oklahoma City, OK) 
North Mesquite (Mesquite, TX) 
Valley (West Des Moines, IA) 
Plymouth (Canton, MI) 
Ponchatoula (Ponchatoula, LA) 
Bay Port (Green Bay, Wi) 
Woodford County (Versailles, KY) 
Ft. Dorchester (North Charleston, SC} 
IMG Academy (Sciotoville, OH) 
Archbishop Carroll (Cheltenham, MD) 
John Curtis (River Ridge, LA) 
Austin (Decatur, AL) 

Lamar (Arlington, TX) 
Woodberry Forest (Rumson, NJ} 
West Point (West Point, MS) 


Ht 
6-6 
6-5 
6-5 
6-4 
6-5 
6-5 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


High School (Hometown) 
Paramus Catholic (Plainfield, NJ} 
Wake Forest (Wake Forest, NC) 
Westfield (Houston, TX) 

IMG Academy (Ft. Lauderdale, FL) 
Lanier [Sugar Hill, GA) 

Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) 
Hope (Texarkana, TX) 

Noxubee County (Macon, MS) 
Neville (Monroe, LA) 

Wayne County (Waynesboro, MS) 
Dooly County (Vienna, GA) 
Greenville (Greenville, AL) 
Gahanna Lincoln (Gahanna, OH) 
DeMatha (Laurel, MD) 

Cedar Grove (Ellenwood, GA) 
American Heritage (Ft. Lauderdale, FL) 
McKinney North (McKinney, TX) 
St. Thomas Aquinas (Hammond, LA) 
IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) 
McEachern (Powder Springs, GA) 
Meridian (Meridian, MS) 

Bay (Panama City, FL) 
Shoemaker (Killeen, TX) 
Hinsdale South (Darien, IL) 

East (Wichita, KS) 

Wayne (Ft. Wayne, IN) 

De La Salle (Concord, CA) 
Westside (Houston, TX) 

Jackson (Jackson, GA} 
MacArthur (Houston, TX) 


Ht 


Wt School 
326 Ole Miss 
290 Alabama 
310 ~— Notre Dame 
285 Penn State 
315 ‘Florida State 
293 Michigan 
346 ‘Florida State 
325 Baylor 
320 Maryland 
305 Kentucky 
280 —-Notre Dame 
325 USC 
350 Michigan 
345 Georgia 
283 Texas A&M 
380 Oklahoma State 
299 Texas 
275 Nebraska 
316 Ohio State 
349 LSU 
280 Wisconsin 
302 Kentucky 
290 Clemson 
348 Ohio State 
296 Florida State 
303 LSU 
350 Alabama 
315 Alabama 
282 Stanford 
325 Alabama 
Wt School 
293 Michigan 
340 Clemson 
290 Houston 
265 Ohio State 
315 Auburn 
250 USC 
280 Arkansas 
275 Mississippi State 
310 LSU 
305 Ole Miss 
235 Florida 
281 Auburn 
224 Ohio State 
220 Penn State 
308 Auburn 
222 ‘Florida State 
245 Texas A&M 
333 LSU 
289 ‘Florida State 
327 Georgia 
325 Alabama 
249 ‘Florida State 
350 Alabama 
230 Michigan State 
255 Clemson 
260 Michigan State 
295 UCLA 
322 Texas 
37 Georgia 
258 TCU 


10. 
I. 
12. 
13. 
14, 
16. 
16. 
17. 


18 


19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24, 
2B. 
26. 
21. 
28. 


29. 
30 


Player 

Ben Davis 

Mique Juarez 
Lyndell Wilson 
Caleb Kelly 

Tre Lamar 

Jeffrey McCulloch 
Michael Divinity 
Terrell Halt 

Curtis Robinson 
Erick Fowler 

. Shaq Smith 
Keandre Jones 

. Dontavious Jackson 
. Carter Coughlin 

. Shaquille Quarterman 
. Chauncey Manac 
. Breland Brandt 

. Lokeni Toailoa 

. Daelin Hayes 

. Brendan Ferns 

. Camilo Eifler 
Aaron Hansford 

. Krys Barnes 

. Jaquan Yulee 

. Rahssan Thornton 
. Mark Jackson Jr. 
. Josh Brown 

. Keion Joyner 

. Daniel Bituli 

. Bryce Youngquist 


Player 

Levonta Taylor 
Mecole Hardman 
Kristian Fulton 
Jack Jones 
Brandon Jones 
Chauncey Gardner 
Saivion Smith 
Deontay Anderson 
Eric Monroe 
Nigel Warrior 
Trayvon Mullen 
Nigel Knott 
David Long 
Shyheim Carter 
Lamar Jackson 
Tyler Byrd 

Jamel Cook 

. Byron Murphy 
Marquez Callaway 
Jordan Fuller 
Lavert Hill 

Jared Mayden 
Damar Hamlin 
Carlos Becker II 
Jordan Parker 
Marquill Osborne 
Brandon Burton 
Joejuan Williams 
|. Jaylon Jones 

|. Andraez Williams 


LINEBACKERS 


High School (Hometown) 
Gordo (Gordo, AL) 

North High School (Torrance, CA) 
Carver (Montgomery, AL} 

Clovis West (Fresno, CA) 
Roswell (Roswell, GA) 

Davis (Houston, TX) 

John Ehret (Marrero, LA} 

St. John’s (Washington, DC) 
Mater Dei (Irvine, CA) 

Manor (Manor, TX) 

St. Frances (Towson, MD] 

Good Counsel (Olney, MD) 

Alief Elsik (Houston, TX) 

Eden Prairie (Eden Prairie, MN) 
Oakleaf (Orange Park, FL) 
Clinch County (Fargo, GA) 
Windward (Los Angeles, CA) 
Carter (Rialto, CA) 

Skyline (Belleville, MI) 

St. Clairsville (St. Clairsville, OH) 
Bishop O'Dowd (Berkeley, CA) 
St. John’s College Washington, DC) 
Liberty (Bakersfield, CA} 

Indian River (Chesapeake, VA) 
Shoemaker (Killeen, TX) 

Steele (Cibolo, TX) 

Mallard Creek (Charlotte, NC) 
Havelock (Havelock, NC) 
Nashville Christian (Antioch, TN) 
Los Osos (Rancho Cucamonga, CA) 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


High School (Hometown) 

Ocean Lakes (Virginia Beach, VA) 
Elbert County (Bowman, GA) 
Archbishop Rummel (Metairie, LA} 
Long Beach Poly (Long Beach, CA) 
Nacogdoches (Nacogdoches, TX) 
Cocoa (Cocoa, FL) 

IMG Academy (St. Petersburg, FL) 
Manvel (Manvel, TX) 

North Shore (Houston, TX) 
Peachtree Ridge (Duluth, GA) 
Coconut Creek (Pompano Beach, FL) 
Germantown (Madison, MS) 

Loyola (Los Angeles, CA) 

Kentwood (Kentwood, LA) 

Franklin (Elk Grove, CA) 

Naples (Naples, FL) 

Miami Central (Miami, FL) 

Saguaro (Scottsdale, AZ] 

Warner Robins (Warner Robins, GA) 
Old Tappan (Old Tappan, NJ) 
Detroit MLK (Detroit, MI) 

Sachse (Sachse, TX) 

Central Catholic (McKees Rocks, PA) 
Osceola (Kissimmee, FL) 

Pittsburg (Pittsburgh, CA) 

Hough (Comelius, NC) 

Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA 
Hendersonville (Hendersonville, TN) 
Allen (Allen, TX) 

Calvary Baptist (Shreveport, LA) 
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School 


Alabama 
Stanford 
Texas 
Clemson 
Ohio State 
Florida State 
Minnesota 
Miami 
Georgia 
UCLA 

UCLA 

Notre Dame 
West Virginia 
Washington 
Texas A&M 
UCLA 
Marshall 
LSU 
Oklahoma 
Florida State 
Florida State 
Tennessee 
Oklahoma 


School 
Florida State 
Georgia 
LSU 

USC 

Texas 
Florida 
LSU 

Ole Miss 
(SU 
Tennessee 
Clemson 
Alabama 
Michigan 
Alabama 
Nebraska 
Tennessee 
USC 
Washington 
Tennessee 
Ohio State 
Michigan 
Alabama 
Pitt 
Florida State 
Oklahoma 
Tennessee 
UCLA 
Vanderbilt 
Ole Miss 
LSU 
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Player High School (Hometown) Pos Ht Wt School Player High School (Hometown) Pos School 
1. Dexter Lawrence Wake Forest (Wake Forest, NC) OL 6-5 340 Clemson 1. Rashan Gary Paramus Catholic (Plainfield, NJ) o re Es Michigan 
2. Levonta Taylor Ocean Lakes (Virginia Beach, VA} CB 5-11 175 Florida State 2. Nick Bosa IMG Academy (Ft. Lauderdale, FL) OL 6-4 265 Ohio State 
3. Tavien Feaster Spartanburg (Spartanburg, SC) RB 6-0 205 Clemson 3. Miles Sanders Woodland Hills (Pittsburgh, PA) RB 5-11 195 Penn State 
4. Landon Dickerson South Caldwell (Hickory, NC) OL 6-5 315 — Florida State 4. Michal Menet Exeter Township ([Birdsboro, PA) OL 6-4 «285 Penn State 
5. Baveon Johnson Lake Gibson (Lakeland, FL) OL 6-3 346 — Florida State 5. Jonathon Cooper —_Lincoln (Gahanna, OH) DE 6-3 224 Ohio State 
6. Malik Henry Long Beach Poly [Inglewood, CA) OB 4-3 185 — Florida State 6. Ben Bredeson Arrowhead (Hartland, WI] OL 6-5 293 Michigan 
7, Brian Burns American Heritage (Ft. Lauderdale, FL) DE 6-5 222 Florida State 7. Shane Simmons DeMatha (Laurel, MD} DL 6-3 220 Penn State 
8. Tre Lamar Roswell (Roswell, GA) LB 6-4 240 Clemson 8. Demario McCall North Ridgeville (North Ridgeville, OH) RB 8-11 180 Ohio State 
9. Trayvon Mullen Coconut Creek {Pompano Beach, FL) DB 6-3 176 Clemson 9. Brandon Peters Avon (Avon, IN) QB «6-5 210 Michigan 
10. Shavar Manuel IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) DT 6-6 289 — Florida State 10. David Long Loyola (Los Angeles, CA) CB 6-0 187 Michigan 
11. Shaq Smith St. Frances (Towson, MD} LB 6-3 242 Clemson 11. Terrance Davis DeMatha {Temple Hills, MD) OL 6-3 320 Maryland 
12. Sam Bruce St. Thomas Aquinas (Ft. Lauderdale, FL] WR 5-8 180 Miami 12. Devin Asiasi De La Salle (Concord, CA) TE 6-4 265 Michigan 
13. Janarius Robinson Bay (Panama City, FL) DE 6-4 249 — Florida State 13. Austin Mack Bishop Luers (Ft. Wayne, IN) WR 6-2 210 Ohio State 
14, Dontavious Jackson Alief Elsik (Houston, TX) 1B 6-2 252 Florida State 14. Lamar Jackson —_—Franklin (Elk Grove, CA) DB 6-3 195 Nebraska 
15. Xavier Kelly East (Wichita, KS) DE 6-5 255 Clemson 1§. Owayne Haskins The Bullis School (Potomac, MD) 0B 6-3 204 Ohio State 
16. Shaquille Quarterman Oakleaf (Orange Park, FL) 1B 6-1 239 Miami 16. Michael Onwenu Cass Technical (Detroit, Ml) OL 6-3 350 Michigan 
17. Keith Gavin Wakulla (Crawfordville, FL) WR 6-3 219 Florida State 17. Keandre Jones Good Counsel (Olney, MO) 1B 6-3 205 Ohio State 
18. Scott Bracey Benedictine (Richmond, VA) WR 6-2 200 Duke 18. Carter Coughlin Eden Prairie (Eden Prairie, MN) 1B 6-3 220 Minnesota 
19. Cornell Powell Rose (Greenville, NC) WR 6-1 200 Clemson 19. Josh King Hinsdale South (Darien, IL) DE 6-6 245 Michigan State 
20. Damar Hamlin Central Catholic (McKees Rocks, PA) OB 6-1 185 Pitt 20. Binjimen Victor Coconut Creek (Ft. Lauderdale, FL) WR 6-4 173 Ohio State 
21. Ahmmon Richards — Wellington (Wellington, FL) WR 6-1 181 Miami 21. Kareem Walker ‘De Paul Catholic (Wayne, NJ) RB 6-1 210 Michigan 
22. John Simpson Ft. Dorchester [North Charleston,SC) OL 6-4 290 Clemson 22. Auston Robertson — Wayne (Fort Wayne, IN) DE 6-5 260 — Michgian State 
23. George Hill Hubbard (Youngstown, OH) RB 5-11 200 Pitt 23. Donnie Corley MLK (Detroit, Ml) WR 6-3 185 —- Michigan State 
24. Carlos Becker Ill Osceola (Kissimmee, FL) CB 6-2 183 Florida State 24. John Raridon Valley (West Des Moines, IA} OL 6-4 275 Nebraska 
25. Naseit Upshur Imhotep Institute (Philadelphia, PA) TE 6-2 245 Florida State 25, Dylan Crawford Santa Margarita (Rancho Santa Margarita, CA] WR 6-2 183 Michigan 
26. Jauan Williams Archbishop Carroll (Cheltenham,MD) OL 6-6 296 Florida State 26. Jake Hausmann Archbishop Moeller (Cincinnati, OH) TE 6-5 240 Ohio State 
27. Jack Allison Palmetto (Parrish, FL) OB 6-5 185 Miami 27. Michael Jordan Plymouth (Canton, Ml) OL 6-7 316 Ohio State 
28. Dionte Mullins Gulliver Prep (Homestead, FL) WR 5-10. 187 Miami 28. Jordan Fuller Old Tappan (Otd Tappan, NJ) OB 6-2 200 Ghio State 
29. Diondre Overton Page (Greensboro, NC) WR 6-5 195 Clemson 29. Lavert Hill Detroit MLK (Detroit, Mi) OB 5-11 176 Michigan 
30. Cedric Wood Godby (Tallahassee, FL) OT 6-3 303 Florida State 30. Cole Van Lanen —_—_—Bay Port [Green Bay, Wi} OL 6-5 280 Wisconsin 
31. Josh Ball Stafford (Fredericksburg, VA) OT 6-8 311 — Florida State 31. Tyler Gerald IMG Academy (Sciotoville, OH) OL 6-5 348 Ohio State 
32. Josh Brown Mallard Creek (Charlotte, NC) LB 6-2 206 — Florida State 32. Ahmir Mitchell Cedar Creek (Egg Harbor, NJ) WR 6-3 205 Michigan 
33, Jawon Pass Carver (Columbus, GA) 0B 6-4 209 Louisville 33. Antonio Williams North Stanly (New London, NC) RB 5-11 215 Ohio State 
34, Keion Joyner Havelock (Havelock, NC) LB 6-3 200 Florida State 34. Ellison Jordan Gilman (Upper Marlboro, MO) DL 6-0 280 Penn State 
36. Tavares Chase Plant City (Plant City, FL) WR 6-2 167 Clemson 35. Garrett Rand Hamilton (Chandler, AZ) OT 6-2 280 Wisconsin 
36. Joe Jackson Gulliver Prep (Homestead, FL) DE 6-5 245 Miami 36. Luke Farrell Perry (Perry, OH) TE 6-6 240 Ohio State 
37. Amir Rasul Coral Gables (Miami, FL) RB 5-10 200 ‘Florida State 37. Justin Layne Benedictine (Richmond Heights, OH} © WR 6-3 170 Michigan State 
38. Zerrick Cooper Jonesboro (Jonesboro, GA) 0B 6-4 206 Clemson 38. Patrick O'Brien San Juan Hills (San Juan Capistrano,CA] OB 6-4 228 Nebraska 
39. Travis Homer Oxbridge (West Palm Beach, FL) RB 5-11 195 Miami 39. Naquan Jones Evanston (Mt. Prospect, IL) OT 6-4 320 — Michigan State 
40. Zach McCloud Santaluces (Lake Worth, FL] LB 6-2 218 Miami 40. Trishton Jackson — West Bloomfield (West Bloomfield, MI] WR 6-3 190 — Michigan State 


BIG 12 SSS eee es 


Player High School (Hometown) Pos School Player High School (Hometown) Pos Ht Wt School 

1. Caleb Kelly Clovis West (Fresno, CA) (8 : o Oklahoma 21. Collin Johnson Valley Christian (San Jose, CA) WR 6-5 203 Texas 

2. Devin Duvernay Sachse (Sachse, TX) WR 5-9 195 Baylor 22. Andrew Fitzgerald Marcus (Flower Mound, TX) DE 6-5 255 Texas 

3. Brandon Jones © Nacogdoches (Nacogdoches, TX) DB 6-0 195 Texas 23. Bryce Youngquist Los Osos (Rancho Cucamonga, CA) LB oo-1 215 Oklahoma 

4. Patrick Hudson _Silsbee [Silsbee, TX) OL 6-4 325 Baylor 24. Isaiah Graham Bastrop (Bastrop, LA) WR 6-1 185 TCU 

5. Jeffrey McCulloch Davis (Houston, TX) 1B 6-2 234 Texas 25, Mykel Jones Patterson (Patterson, LA) WR 6-0 180 Oklahoma 

6. Erick Fowler Manor (Manor, TX) (Bo 6-1 240 Texas 26. J.P. Urquidez Copperas Cove (Copperas Cove, TX) OL 6-6 300 Baylor 

7. Tren’Davian Dickson Navasota (Navasota, TX) WR 5-11 175 Baylor 27. Ross Blacklock Elkins (Missouri City, TX) DL 6-4 326 TCU 

8. Tramonda Moore John Marshall (Oktahoma City, OK) OL 6-4 380 Oklahoma State 28. Kameron Martin — Memorial (Port Arthur, TX) RB 5-9 180 Baylor 

9. Jordan Elliott Westside (Houston, TX) DL 6-3 322 Texas 29. Kyle Porter Katy (Katy, TX) RB 5-10 207 Texas 

10. Jean Delance North Mesquite (Mesquite, TX) OL 6-5 299 Texas 30. Steven Smothers Franklin (Reisterstown, MD) WR 5-9 184 West Virginia 
11. Sewo Olonilua Kingwood (Humble, TX) RB 6-3 225 TCU 31. Eric Coffee Waco (Waco, TX) CB O5-11 188 Texas 
12. Isaiah Chambers — MacArthur (Houston, TX) DE 6-4 258 TCU 32. Denzel Okafor Lewisville (Lewisville, TX) OL 6-4 295 Texas 
13. Brendan Ferns St. Clairsville (St. Clairsville, OH) LB 6-3 220 West Virginia 33. Parrish Cobb La Vega (Waco, TX) CB O5-11 178 Baylor 
14. Brandon Bowen Byron Nelson {Trophy Club, TX) OL 6-6 235 Baylor 34. Austin Myers Manvel (Manvel, TX) OT 6-5 295 TCU 
15. Amani Bledsoe Lawrence (Lawrence, KS) DE 6-5 265 Oklahoma 35. DiAndre Christmas-Giles St. Augustine (Slidell, LA) OT 6-3 290 Texas 
16. Jordan Parker Pittsburg (Pittsburg, CA) OB 6-1 170 Oklahoma 36. TJ. Vasher Rider (Wichita Falls, TX) WR 6-5 180 Texas Tech 
17. Chris Daniels Trinity (Euless, TX) OL 6-4 328 Texas 37. Erik Swenson Downers Grove (Downers Grove, IL} OL 6-5 318 Oklahoma 
18. Austin Kendall Cuthbertson (Waxhaw, NC) OB 6-2 210 Oklahoma 38. Brawion Roy Spring (Spring, TX) OT 6-2 315 Baylor 
19. Shane Buechele — Lamar (Arlington, TX) 0B 6-1 190 Texas 39. Abdul Adams Hillside (Landover, MD) RB 5-11 205 Oklahoma 
20. Mark Jackson Jr. Steele (Cibolo, TX) LB 6-3 235 Oklahoma 40. Sean Foster Carmel Catholic (Mundelein, IL) OT 6-8 285 lowa State 
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PAC-12 | 


Player High School (Hometown) Pos Ht Wt School 
1. Mique Juarez North High School (Torrance, CA) 1B 6-2 230 UCLA 
2. Oluwole Betiku -—-_Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA] OL 6-3 250 USC 
3. Jack Jones Long Beach Poly [Long Beach, CA) DB 5-11 170 USC 
4, Tyler Vaughns Bishop Amat (Covina, CA) WR 6-2 180 USC 
5. Kaden Smith Marcus (Flower Mound, TX) TE 6-5 = 280 Stanford 
6. KJ. Costello Santa Margarita (Coto de Caza, CA) 0B 6-5 (220 Stanford =| 
7. N’Keal Harry Chandler (Chandler, AZ) WR 6-4 200 ArizonaState = | 
8. Michael Pittman Oaks Christian (Woodland Hills, CA) WR 6-4 210 USC I 
9. Curtis Robinson ‘Mater Dei (Irvine, CA) (Bo 6-3 215 Stanford 
10. EJ. Price Archer (Dacula, GA) OL 6-6 325 USC 
V1. Jamel Cook Miami Central (Miami, FL) OB 6-3 185 USC 
12. Byron Murphy Saguaro (Scottsdale, AZ} DB 5-11 172 Washington SEC 
13. Theo Howard Westlake (Westlake Village, CA) WR 6-0 175 UCLA 
14. Boss Tagaloa De La Salle (Concord, CA) OL 6-2 295 UCLA Player High School (Hometown) Pos Ht Wt School 
15. Breland Brandt Windward (Los Angeles, CA) 1B 6-5 230 UCLA 1. Greg Little Alten (Allen, TX) OL 6-6 326 Ole Miss 
16. Lokeni Toaitoa Carter (Rialto, CA) (Bo 6-2 240 UCLA 2. Shea Patterson IMG Academy (Shreveport, LA) OB 6-2 198 Ole Miss 
17. Trevon Sidney Bishop Amat (Covina, CA) WR 5-11 170 USC 3. Jacob Eason Lake Stevens (Lake Stevens, WA] 0B 65 211 Georgia 
18. Camilo Eifler Bishop O'Dowd (Berkeley, CA} (Bo 6-2 214 Washington 4. Derrick Brown Lanier (Sugar Hill, GA) OL 6-4 315 Auburn 
19. Krys Barnes Liberty (Bakersfield, CA) B62 285 UCLA 5. Ben Davis Gordo (Gordon, AL) 1B 6-6 240 Alabama 
20. Josh Imatorbhebhe North Gwinnett (Suwanee, GA) WR 6-2 210 USC 6. Isaac Nauta IMG Academy (Buford, GA) TE 6-4 237 Georgia 
21. Simi Fehoko Brighton (Sandy, UT) WR 6-4 190 Stanford 7. Mecole Hardman Jr. Elbert County (Bowman, GA) WR 5-11 180 Georgia 
22. Damian Alloway Summit (Fontana, CA) WR 5-10 170 UCLA 8. Lyndell Wilson Carver (Montgomery, AL} LB 6-2 240 Alabama 
23. Dillon Mitchell White Station (Memphis, TN) WR 6-1 190 Oregon 9. Jonah Williams Folsom (Folsom, CA} OL 6-5 290 Alabama 
24, Darian Owens Clovis West (Fresno, CA) WR 6-0 190 UCLA 10. McTelvin Agim Hope [Texarkana, TX) OE 6-3 280 Arkansas 
25. Clark Yarbrough Woodberry Forest (Rumson, NJ] OT 6-6 282 Stanford 11. Jeffery Simmons Noxubee County (Macon, MS) OL 6-4 275 Mississippi State 
26. Brandon Burton —_Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) S61 200 UCLA 12. Kristian Fulton Archbishop Rummel (Metairie, LA) DB 6-0 178 LSU 
27. Tristen Wallace DeSoto (DeSoto, TX) 0B 4-6 235 Oregon 13. Rashard Lawrence —_ Neville (Monroe, LA) OT 6-3 310 LSU 
28. Khalil Tate Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) 0B 6-2 206 Arizona 14. Benito Jones Wayne County (Waynesboro, MS) OT 6-1 305 Ole Miss 
29. Michael Eletise Kaiser (Honolulu, Hil) OL 6-4 (295 Arizona 15. Antonneous Clayton Dooly County (Vienna, GA) OL 6-3 235 Florida 
30. Melquise Stovall Paraclete (Lancaster, CA) WR 5-9 = 185 Cal 16. Marlon Davidson Greenville (Greenville, AL) OL 6-3 281 Aubum 
31. Vavae Malepeai Mililani (Aiea, Hl) RB S-IT 195 USC 17. Tyrie Cleveland Westfield (Houston, TX) WR 6-2 194 Florida 
32. Brandon Wellington Eastside Catholic (Bellevue, WA) (Bo 6-0 215 Washington 18. B.J. Emmons Freedom (Morganton, NC) RB 6-0 220 Alabama 
33. Sean McGrew St. John Bosco (Torrance, CA) RB 5-8 = (175 Washington 19. AJ. Brown Starkville (Starkville, MS) WR 6-1 225 Ole Miss 
34, Treyjohn Butler ——_Etiwanda (Rancho Cucamonga, CA) CB O#-11—-190 Stanford 20. Nate Craig-Myers Tampa Catholic (Dade City, FL) WR 6-2 205 Auburn 
36. Chase Lucas Chandler (Chandler, AZ) OB 6-0 170 Arizona State 21. Chauncey Gardner Cocoa (Cocoa, FL) DB 5-11 197 Florida 
36. Shurod Thompson Liberty (Antioch, CA) S$ 6-2 202 Oregon State 22. Saivion Smith IMG Academy (St. Petersburg, FL) OB 6-3 1% LSU 
37, Frank Martin II Mater Dei (Santa Ana, CA) OT 6-4 = 287 USC 23. Antwuan Jackson Cedar Grove (Ellenwood, GA) DL 6-2 308 Auburn 
38. Devery Hamilton Gilman (Ellicott City, MO) OT 6-6 = 290 Stanford 24. Deontay Anderson Manvel (Manvel, TX) DB 6-1 212 Ole Miss 
39. Bryson Young Buchanan (Clovis, CA) OF 6-5 «220 Oregon 25. Feleipe Franks Wakulla (Crawfordville, FL) QB 6-6 214 Florida 
40. Isaiah Gilchrist Bellevue (Bellevue, WA) CB O-I1 180 Washington 26. Eric Monroe North Shore (Houston, TX) DB 6-0 185 LSU 
27, Justin Madubuike McKinney North (McKinney, TX) OL 6-3 245 Texas A&M 
AM E a ] CAN 28. Nigel Warrior Peachtree Ridge (Duluth, GA) S 6-0 186 Tennessee 
<= 29. Nigel Knott Germantown (Madison, MS) OB 5-11 180 Alabama 
Player High School (Hometown) Pos Ht Wt School 30. Michael Divinity John Ehret (Marrero, LA} 1B 6-3 224 LSU 
1. Ed Oliver Westfield (Houston, TX) OT 6-2 290 Houston 31. Terrell Hall St. John’s (Washington, DC) LB 6-5 245 Alabama 
2. Karamo Dioubate Prep Charter (Philadelphia, PA) OT 6-4 289 Temple 32. Edwin Alexander St. Thomas Aquinas (Hammond, LA} OT 6-2 333 LSU 
3. Courtney Lark Bellaire (Bellaire, TX) WR 6-1 178 Houston 33. Julian Rochester © McEachern (Powder Springs, GA} DL 6-5 327 Georgia 
4, Darnell Salomon Miami Central (Hollywood, FL) WR 6-3 210 USF 34. Shyheim Carter Kentwood (Kentwood, LA} CB O60 190 Alabama 
5. Craig Watts Farragut (St. Petersburg, FL) S 6-0 180 USF 35. Kyle Davis Archer (Loganville, GA) WR 6-2 208 Auburn 
6. Dredrick Snelson _Flanagan (Ft. Lauderdale, Fl) WR 6-0 198 UCF 36. Jarrett Guarantano Bergen Catholic (Lodi. NJ) 0B 6-4 205 Tennessee 
7. D'Erig King Manvel (Manvel, TX) ATH 5-9 170 Houstan 37. Landon Young Lafayette (Lexington, KY) OL 67 305 Kentucky 
8. Aaron Dowdell Creekside (Fairburn, GA) O 64 310 UCF 38. Raekwon Davis Meridian (Meridian, MS) OL 6-7 325 Alabama 
9. Jordan Carmouche — Manvel (Manvel, TX) (B61 230 SMU 39. Tyler Byrd Naples (Naples, FL) DB 6-0 195 Tennessee 
10. John Tate Pine Bluff (Pine Bluff, AR) DE 63 258 Memphis 40. Ben Cleveland Stephens County (Toccoa, GA) OL 6-6 365 Georgia 
MAG C-USA 
Player High eater Pos Ht Wt School Player High School (Hometown) School 
1. Matthew Falcon Southfield (Southfield, Ml RB 6-1 218 — Western Michigan Gan Di x 
2. Tony Poljan Lansing Catholic Lansing, Mi]. OB &-7 235 —Cntralmichigan || yumuantulee a ace hy ; aaa 
3, Stefan Claiborne Chippewa Valley {Clinton Township, MI) S_ 6-1 168 Western Michigan 3. Pro Wells Hollins (Kenneth City, FL) TE 6-5 210 Marshall 
4, Spencer Kanz Luxemburg-Casco [Luxemburg Wi] OL 6-6 275 — Western Michigan rf Jaquelle Green D'berville (Biloxi, MS) S$ 6-0 205 UTSA 
5. Armani Posey MLK (Detroit, Ml) D8. _6-1_-200___ Bowling Green 5. JaCorey Morris Clarke County (Grove il, AL) (B 6-3 220 Southern Miss 
6. Matt Little Evanston (Evanston, IU) QB 6-6 225 Western Michigan 6. JaQua Daniels Clarke Central (Athens, GA) RB 6-1 220 Marshall 
7. _Tristian Pipp Greendale (Greendale, WI) LB 6-1 210 Western Michigan 7. Sir Patrick Scott __Riverdale Baptist (Upper Marlboro, MD) CB_ 6-1. 175 Marshall 
8. Eric Rogers De La Salle (Warren, Ml 6-108 Mester Michigan 8. Jon Randall Belton West Monroe (West Monroe, LA) QB 4-3 200 ~——_Louisiana Tech 
9. Keevon Harris Labrae [Leavittsburg, OH) ATH 6-3 200 Ohio 9. Steven Frank Oswego (Oswego, IL) 0B 6-4 219 FAU 
10. Dontre Boyd MLK (Detroit, Mi) CB 5-10 160 Western Michigan 10. Keon Howard Laurel (Laurel, MS) 0B 6-2 205 Southern Miss 


SUNBELT MOUNTAIN WEST 


Player High School (Hometown) Pos Ht Wt School Player High School {Hometown} Pos Ht Wt School 


1. Darion Anderson Houston County (Warner Robins, GA) WR 6-1 170 — Georgia Southern 1. Cameron Alexander Mira Costa [Los Angeles, CA) 6-5 225 San Jose State 
2. Michael Jackson Columbia (Lake City, FL) WR 5-10 170 Georgia Southern 2. Armani Rogers Hamilton (Los Angeles, CA) 6-6 200 UNLV 
3. Jalin Buie Trinity Christian (Jacksonville, Fl) RB 5-8 175 South Alabama 3, Alexander Mattison San Bernardino (San Bernardino, CA) RB 5-11 200 Boise State 
4. Kelvin Lucky Edgewood Academy (Elmore, AL) DE 6-5 228 Troy 4. Trevion Armstrong _Trinity (Chesterfield, VA) WR 6-4 215 Nevada 
5. Drew Wilson Ehrhardt (Bamberg, SC) OL 6-4 265 — Georgia Southern 5. Kayode Rufai Lincoln (Portland, OR} DE 6-5 240 Boise State 
6. Monguavion Brinson Mays (Atlanta, GA) CB 5-11 167 Georgia Southern 6. Teton Saltes Valley (Albuquerque, NM) DE 6-6 240 New Mexico 
7. Riley Cole Oneonta (Oneonta, AL} (8 6-3 230 South Alabama 7. Christian Colon Independence (Charlotte, NC) OT 6-3 325 — Colorado State 
8. Zo Bridges Opelika (Opelika, AL) 1B 6-2 210 Troy 8. Donte Coleman West Mesquite (Mesquite, TX) TE 6-4 219 Fresno State 
9. Dontrell Allen East St. John (Thibodaux, LA) CB O6-0 181 UL Lafayette 9. Freddie Holly Norte Vista (Riverside, CA) RB 5-11 203 Hawaii 
10. Lawrence Edwards Spruce Creek {Port Orange, FL) OL 6-7 260 — Georgia Southern 10. Anthony Smith Desert Pines {Las Vegas, NV) OE 6-3 250 Colorado State 
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BYSCHOOL § REGRUITING 


REPORT 


RANKINGS PROVIDED BY 


2s A COUITIPOSIT E 


TOP 50 CLASSES 


1. ALABAMA 26. ARKANSAS 
2. FLORIDA STATE 27. ARIZONA STATE 
3. LSU 28. OREGON 
4. OHIO STATE 29. WASHINGTON 
5. MICHIGAN 30. PITTSBURGH 
6. OLE MISS 31. MISSISSIPPI STATE 
7. GEORGIA 32. WISCONSIN 2 
8. USC 33. DUKE aa — 
9. AUBURN 34. KENTUCKY 
10. CLEMSON 35. NORTH CAROLINA TEAM BANK NGS 
Ne TEXAS 36. UTAH 1. Florida State 1. Texas 1. Ohio State 1. USC 
12. UCLA 37. LOUISVILLE pent pee aera 
13. FLORIDA 38. WEST VIRGINIA ‘ pla : ce ~ 4, Michigan State 4, Avizona State 
. Duke . West Virginia 5. Nebraska 5. Oregon 
: ee oak _ Sieh ‘owt Hea Norma 
" 3 . Virginia Tech 8. lowa State ; lowa . e <n 
16. STANFORD 41. VIRGINIA TECH iimistet (1k te Pi hitsied [1h Urges 
YLOR 42. MARYLAND 12 Wim am kum 
V7. BA . 1 Siasae 13. Rutgers 
18. TEXAS A&M 43. ARIZONA 14. Boston College 14. Purdue 
19. PENN STATE 44. OKLAHOMA STATE SEC AMERICAN C-USA 
20. OKLAHOMA 45. TEXAS TECH ot em eee ‘Nt 
21. MIAMI 46. IOWA es 4 sh Fit iT 
4. Georgia 4. UI 4. Middle Tennessee 
22. MICHIGAN STATE 47. OREGON STATE ; bi : Heviti 3 sean Ses 
icy pepiluete pers eee | apatean 
24. SOUTH CAROLINA 49. NC STATE 9. South Carolina 9, Tulane FU 
25. NEBRASKA 50. BYU 1 MesipiSite | 1 USA 
12. Kentucky 12. Connecticut 12. North Texas 
13. Missouri 13. UTEP 
14. Vanderbilt 


MAC MOUNTAIN 


12. Kent State 12. Wyoming 


MCTELVIN AGIM - ARKANSAS Sq). 


214 ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW ///2016 


1. Western Michigan 1. Boise State 1. Georgia Southern 
2. Miami-Ohio 2. Colorado State 2. Troy 

3. Toledo 3. San Diego State 3. Arkansas 

4. Ball State 4, UNLV 4. South Alabama 

5. Ohio §. Fresno State 5. Louisiana-Lafayette 
6. Bowling Green 6. San Jose State 6. Texas State 

7. Central Michigan 7, Utah State 7. Louisiana-Monroe 
8. Eastern Michigan 8. New Mexico 8. Appalachian State 
9. Northern Illinois 9. Hawaii 9. Georgia State 

10. Buffalo 10. Nevada 10. Idaho 

11. Akron 11. Air Force 11. New Mexico State 


presented by 


Wrangler 


West SUN BELT 


AP 


- presented by 


Ue RISING SENIOR eyesaamimn 
CLASS OF Wrangler 
2017 


High School (Hometown) 


1. Najee Harris Antioch (Antioch, CA) 

2. Dylan Moses IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL} 

3. Josh Myers Miamisburg (Miamisburg, OH) 

4. Calvin Ashley First Academy (Orlando, FL} 

5. Marvin Wilson Episcopal (Bellaire, TX] Lb ~ 2 SN 

6. Donovan Peoples-Jones Cass Tech (Detroit, MI) 2 a ; 

7. Darnay Holmes Calabasas (Calabasas, CA) NAJEE HARRIS Pe. a 

8. Jeffrey Okudah South Grand Prairie (Grand Prairie, TX) —_— - 

9. Foster Sarelt Graham Kapowsin (Graham, WA) Player High School (Hometown) 

bh tease aks Sa eee Lauderdale, Ft) 56. Todd Harris Plaquemine (Plaquemine, LA} S$ 6-0 180 
12 Shaun Wade Trinity Christian (Jacksonville, FL ore Se bripeay Schon eran TM spa ie 
1S. RD foes Edwardsville (Edwardsville, IL §8. Greg Johnson Hawkins (Los Angeles, CA) ATH 5-10 185 
14. Austin Jackson North Canyon (Phoenix, AZ} se ie pe sare (Candle. a LL 
15. TylerShelvin Northside (Lafayette, LA] a Pept Ticus’ —_ Uptal(Cyyrtas. 18 gi el 
16, Tee Higgins Dak Ridge (Oak Ridge, TN] 61. Jake Moretti Pomona (Arvada, CO) OL 6-5 = 285 
17. Dylan McCaffrey Valor Christian (Litleton, C0) 62. Anthony Hines Plano East (Plano, TX) 1B 6-3 230 
18. JaCoby Stevens akland (Muteesboro, TN) 63. J.K. Dobbins La Grange (La Grange, TX) . RB 5-10 200 
19. Isaiah Wilson Poly Prep (Brooklyn, NY} 64. Jake Fromm Houston County (Warner Robins, GA) 0B 6-3 220 
20. Joseph Lewis Hawkins (Los Angeles, CA) 65. Jay Tufele Bingham (South Jordan, UT) DT 6-3 284 
1. Joshua Kaindoh IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) 66. Lagaryonn Carson Liberty-Eylau (Texarkana, TX) DE 6-4 260 
22. Tedarrell Slaton © American Heritage (Ft. Lauderdale, FL) 67. Micah Clark st. John Vianney (Holmdel, NJ) OL 65 283 
23. Baron Browning Kennedale (Kennedale, TX) 68. Tua Tagovailoa St. Louis (Honolulu, Hl) 0B 6-1 = 190 
24. Tyjon Lindsey Centennial (Corona, CA} 69. Drew Singleton Paramus Catholic (Paramus, NJ) LB 6-2 = 218 
25. Wyatt Davis St. John Bosco (Bellflower, CA) 70. Shawn Robinson Guyer (Denton, TX) 0B 63 207 
26. Hunter Johnson Brownsburg (Brownsburg, IN} 71. Chuck Filiaga Vista Murrieta (Murrieta, CA) OL 6-5 330 
27. Richard LeCounte Ill Liberty County (Riceboro, GA) 72. Deommodore Lenior Bishop Mora Salesian (Los Angeles, CA} Ch 5-10 182 
28. Tate Martell Bishop Gorman (Las Vegas, NV) 73. Justin Foster Crest (Shelby, NC) LB 6-3 245 
29. Jeff Thomas East St. Louis (East St. Louis, IL} 74, Tyrese Robinson McKinney Boyd (McKinney, TX) OL 6-5 306 
90. Jarez Parks Sebastian River (Sebastian, FL) 75. Deon Jones Archbishop Carroll (Washington, OC) CB o6-1 180 
41. Andre Swift St. Josephs (Philadelphia, PA 76. Haskell Garrett. Bishop Gorman (Las Vegas, NV) DT 6-2 298 
32. Stanford Samuels Flanagan (Hollywood, FL) 77. Andrew Thomas Pace Academy (Atlanta, GA) OL 6-5 | 295 
33. Jerry Jeudy Deerfield Beach (Pompano Beach, FL) 78. Devonta Smith Amite (Amite, LA) WR 6-0 165 
34. Stephen Carr Summit (Fontana, CA) 79. Ty Chandler Montgomery Bell (Nashville, TN) RB 5-11-1190 
35. Jedrick Wills Lafayette (Lexington, KY) 80. Sam Ehlinger Westlake (Austin, TX) 0B 6-1 207 
36. Cam Akers Clinton (Clinton, MS) 81, Markail Benton Central (Phenix City, AL) LB 6-2 227 
37. Lamont Wade Clairton (Clairton, PA) 82. Chevin Calloway Bishop Dunne (Dallas, TX) CB O«-10—-180 
38. James Robinson _ Lakeland (Lakeland, FL) 83. Davis Mills Atlanta Christian (Norcross, GA) OB 6-3 192 
39. Thomas Graham Rancho Cucamonga (Rancho Cucamonga, CA) 84. Levi Draper Collinsville (Collinsville, OK) 1B 6-2 = 230 
40. Jack Anderson Frisco (Frisco, TX) 85. Cordarrian Richardson Trezevant (Memphis, TN) RB 5-11 220 
41. Devon Hunter Indian River (Chesapeake, VA) 86. Austin Troxell Madison Academy (Madison, AL) OL 6-7 275 
42. Robert Beal Norcross (Norcross, GA) 87. William Poole Ill Hapeville Charter (Atlanta, GA) CB 6-0 = 182 
43. Nate McBride Vidalia (Vidalia, GA) 88. Colin Wilson Clay (Green Cove Springs, FL) RB 6-1 = 220 
44. Khalan Laborn Ocean Lakes (Virginia Beach, VA) 89. Derrick Tucker Manvel (Manvel, TX) S 62 210 
45. Brock Wright Cy-Fair (Cypress, TX) 90. Osiris St. Brown Mater Dei (Anaheim, CA) WR 6-1 = 178 
46. Isaiah Pryor IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) 91. Bruce Jordan-Swilling Brother Martin (New Orleans, LA) 1B 6-0 215 
47. D.J. Matthews Trinity Christian (Jacksonville, FL) 92. Toneil Carter Langham Creek (Houston, TX) RB 5-11 205 
48. Maleik Gray LaVergne (LaVergne, TN) 93. Tarik Black Cheshire Academy (Cheshire, CT) WR 6-3 185 
49. Jamyest Williams — Archer (Lawrenceville, GA) 94. VanDarius Cowan Palm Beach Gardens (Palm Beach Gardens, FL) LB 6-3 225 
50. Alex Leatherwood — Washington (Pensacola, FL) 95. Paris Ford Steel Valley (Pittsburgh, PA} S$ 6-1 180 
51. D.D. Bowie Morton (Morton, MS} 96. Colby Parkinson Oaks Christian (Thousand Oaks, CA) TE 6-6 225 
52. Nico Collins Clay-Chalkville (Pinson, AL} 97. Jake Bentley Opelika (Opelika, AL} QB 6-4 215 
§3. Anthony McFarland Jr. DeMatha (Hyattsville, MD) 98. Tony Gray Central Gwinnett (Lawrenceville, GA) OL 6-5 290 
54. Chase Young DeMatha (Hyattsville, MD} 99. Daniel Wright Cardinal Gibbons (Ft. Lauderdale, FL) Syomoc2ipe 175 
59. Cyrus Fagan Mainland (Daytona Beach, FL) 100. Chaz Ah You Westlake (Saratoga Springs, UT) De unGel wlee 
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THE BACK PAGE 


ALAMO 

Big 12 vs. Pac-12 

Baylor vs. Stanford 
ARIZONA 

Mountain West vs. TBA 

Utah State vs. Arizona 
ARMED FORCES 

American vs. Big 12 

Navy vs. Texas Tech 
AUTONATION CURE 
American vs. Sun Belt 

Tulsa vs. Georgia Southern 
BAHAMAS 

American/MAC vs. Conference USA 
Toledo vs. Marshall 

BELK 

ACC vs. SEC 

North Carolina vs. Arkansas 


BIRMINGHAM 
American vs. SEC 
UConn vs. Kentucky 


BOCA RATON 

American/MAC vs. Conference USA 
Memphis vs. WKU 

CITRUS 

Big Ten vs. SEC 

Michigan State vs. Ole Miss 
CACTUS 

Big 12 vs. Pac-12 

Texas vs. Washington State 
CAMELLIA 

MAC vs. Sun Belt 

Central Michigan vs. Troy 
FAMOUS IDAHO POTATO 
MAC vs. Mountain West 

Ohio vs. Nevada 

FOSTER FARMS 

Big Ten vs. Pac-12 
Northwestern vs. USC 
GODADDY 

MAC vs. Sun Belt 

Northern Illinois vs. 
Arkansas State 

HAWAII 

Conference USA vs. Mountain West 
Middle Tennessee vs. Air Force 
HEART OF DALLAS 


Big Ten vs. Conference USA 
Minnesota vs. Louisiana Tech 


2016 BOWL 


PROJECTIONS 


HOLIDAY 
Big Ten vs. Pac-12 
Penn State vs. UCLA 


INDEPENDENCE 
ACC vs. SEC 

Wake Forest vs. 
Arizona State* 


LAS VEGAS 
Mountain West vs. Pac-12 
Boise State vs. Oregon 


LIBERTY 

Big 12 vs. SEC 
West Virginia vs. 
Mississippi State 


MIAMI BEACH 
American vs. MAC 
USF vs. 

Western Michigan 


MILITARY 
American vs. ACC 
Temple vs. 
Boston College 


MUSIC CITY 
ACC/Big Ten vs. SEC 
Wisconsin vs. Auburn 


NEW MEXICO 

Conference USA vs. Mountain West 
UTEP vs. 

Colorado State 


NEW ORLEANS 
Conference USA vs. Sun Belt 
Southern Miss vs. 
Appalachian State 


OUTBACK 
Big Ten vs. SEC 
lowa vs. Georgia 


PINSTRIPE 
ACC vs. Big Ten 
Pittsburgh vs. Nebraska 


POINSETTIA 


BYU vs. Mountain West 
BYU vs. San Diego State 


QUICK LANE 
ACC vs. Big Ten 
Kansas State* vs. Indiana 


RUSSELL ATHLETIC 
ACC vs. Big 12 

Miami vs. TCU 

ST. PETERSBURG 
American vs. ACC 
Cincinnati vs. 

Georgia Tech 

SUN 

ACC vs. Pac-12 

NC State vs. Utah 
TAXSLAYER 

Big Ten/ACC vs. SEC 
Virginia Tech vs. Florida 
TEXAS 

Big 12 vs. SEC 
Oklahoma State vs. 
Texas A&M 

NEW YEARS'’S SIX 


COTTON 
At-large vs. At-large 
Houston vs. LSU 


ORANGE 

ACC vs. Notre Dame/Big Ten/SEC 
Louisville vs. Notre Dame 
ROSE 

Big Ten vs. Pac-12 

Michigan vs. Washington 
SUGAR 


Big 12 vs. SEC 
Oklahoma vs. Tennessee 


CALVIN RIDLEY | id 


COLLEGE FOOTBAL 


PLAYOFF 


Playoff Semifinals 
Peach Bowl 


ALABAMA (1]} vs. CLEMSON (4) 


Playoff Semifinals 
Fiesta Bowl 


FLORIDA STATE (2) vs. OHIO STATE (3) 


National Championship 


Winner of Peach Bowl vs. 
Winner of Fiesta Bowl 


ALABAMA vs. FLORIDA STATE 


* According to our projections, the ACC and SEC wilt fail to fill their allotted slots. 
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When you're in Good Hands® with Allstate, you don’t just have great rates on auto, 
home, life and retirement. You also have an agent who lives in your community and 
roots for local success. That’s whv they’re proud to support student-athletes through 
the Allstate Good Hands® Net Program. Since 2005, the program has contributed 
millions in collegiate scholarship funding to partner schools across the nation—like 
yours. That’s one for the W column. 


2016 Allstate Insurance Company, 2775 Sanders Road, Northbroo 


